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WILLIAM THE FOURTH, 


S IRE, 

Your Majesty has graciously sanctioned the presenta¬ 
tion of the Second Volume of the Annals or Rajpoot ana to the 
Public under the auspices of Your Majesty’s name. 

In completing this work, it has been my endeavour to draw a 
faithful picture of States, the ruling principle of which is the pa¬ 
ternity of the Sovereign. That this patriarchal form is the best 
suited to the genius of the people, may be presumed from its 
durability, which war, famine, and anarchy have failed to destroy/ 
Ahe throne has always been the watch-word and rallying-point of 
the Rajpoots. My prayer is, that it may continue so, and that 
neither the love of conquest, nor false views of policy, may tempt 
us to euV."' ’ don Oft of these States, some of which 

have braved the storms of more than ten cc.‘ 

It will not, I trust, be deemed presumptuous in the Annalist 
of these gallant and long-oppressed races thus to solicit for them 
A full measure of your Majesty’s gracious patronage ; in return for 
'which, the Rajpoots, making Your Majesty’s enemies their own 
would glory in assuming the ‘saffron robe/ emblematic of death or 
victory under the banner of that chivalry of which Your Majesty, 

. is the head. 

That your Majesty’s throne may ever be surrounded by chiefs, 
who will act up to the principles of fealty maintained at all hazards 
by the Rajpoot, is the heartfelt aspiration of, 

SIRE, 

Your Majesty’s 

Devoted subject and servant, 

JAMES TOD, 



rntsTfy 





( SL 


A 


SHORT LIFE 


OF 


MEUT-COL JAMES TOD. 


Lieut Colonel Janies Tod, an English writer, who, after 
^pending many years in the military service of the East. India 
Company, produced two valuable works upon India, which are 
entitled, respectively, “The Annals and Antiquities of Rajas. 
Juii, containing the geography, antiquities, and history of 
Raj poo tana; and, “Travels in Western India,” He was dis¬ 
tinguished by his ability while Political Agent in Raj poo tana, ono 
of whose towns, Bulwharra, which had been laid in ruins by 
the Mahrattas,, was restored by him. One of {merchants of 
this renovated city said, “it ought to be called Todgunge” but, 
there is no need, for we shall never forget him. Born. 1182, 
Died, 1835. 
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In placing before the Public the concluding volume of the Annals of 
Rajpootana, I have fulfilled what I considered to be a sacred obligation to the 
races amongst whom I have passed the better portion of my life ; and although 
no man can more highly appreciate public approbation, I am far less eager°to 
court that approbation, than to awoken a sympathy for the objects of my work 
the interesting people of Rajpootana. 

I need add nothing to what was urged in the Introduction to the First 
Volume on the subject of Indian History ; and trust that, however slight the 
analogy between the' chronicles of the Hindus and those of Europe, as histori¬ 
cal works, they will serve to banish the reproach, which India so long laboured 
under, of possessing no records of past events : my only fear now is, that they 

be thought redundant. 

i think I may confidently affirm, that whoever, without being alarmed at 
tuetr bulk, has the patience attentively to peruse these Annals, cannot fail to 
become well acquainted with all the peculiar features of Hindu society, and will 
be enabled to trace the foundation and progress of each state in Rajpootana as 
well as to form a just notion of the character of a people, upon whom at a 
luture^period, our existance in India may depend. 

* r i MteVer “,“v lly tho enc l uirer Jutc the origin of nations may find in these 
arcb4olo^ilTi °t t0 c, “ ,mfor . them a higher title than a mass and mere 
influence g oTdi£r; J° 7° huma,Ht y u ' lder eve ‘? aspect, and to observe the 
of the hLhLf Cre , edS "P°, n m . an 111 his social capacity, must ever be one 
owditi^b,f *• ° f. ces of mental enjoyment ; and I may hope that the personal 
to'enlumc bie dell . neated > Wl11 a ! !ow the labourer in this vast field of philosophy 
cLnn s f.l. f" 16 '";, 0 aC( t ua,atance wit b human varieties, In the present 
n, l m 1 [ our alliance with these states, every trait of national character 

neH ti?!V erCly , trac . 1Uoual lnc,deut > which, by leading us to understand and ros- 
‘ , Peculiarities, may enable ns to secure their friendship and esteem 

v , ot infinite importance. The more we study their hjstory, the better shnil 
■ c ompie-iend the causes of their international qnarrels, the origin of their 
tntn^ry engagements, the secret principles of their mutual repulsion, and the 
which St r? lh andtUeir weakness as an aggregate body : without 
disunt ^ d8 ° 18 ,mp ° SSlb e vve cau arbitrat * with justice in their natiun:-! 

IXlf SS““ ~»vert , means ot into „ 

volnmp hi T S If ®' 1 U ‘ y , f,i : U A° dircrsif y as > much as possible the details ol Ibis 
imme ‘ , l n £" i® A^*' ’ 1 lm ' e traced the C 0 ,H l n st ni,d peopling of an 
Snulliiei r.Tl S “ * fu! °/ 9 ti ;ang«rs ; and have dwelt,'perhaps, with tedious 
»» .♦«? ' l on » re, S a of Raja AjitSmg and the thirty vmiV war to , hew 

"i. at, . tbe ° tUe8u 1>et ‘ y Btates ’ impelled by rfseuse of oppression 

cftectt il against the colossal power of its eilemies. It is a portion ot tb>i■■ imt.’ 

winch souid be deeply su,d.ed by those who have s^ffid ZV™ nmtX 
?L. A ‘°”f. e r be bad les « ro^on to distrust the stability of his dominion 


power , 
than we have 


--- —'r ~mo ui nis uommiim 

yet wbat is now the honse of Tnuour ? The resourceMniwir 

' r «‘ ,u . ced tw 08 low »“ ebb at the close of Arnngaebe’s rcimi as thev are n the 

XTnTV yet ., d ! d lbat state 8Ulul ount al1 its difficulties and’ brin^'armics into 
Hit m that annihilated the forces of the empire, Lewis’ not, thon^ u TukV"hc 
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[less engendered by long oppression, for want of felling, nor mct<$ out to 
these high-spirited people the same measure of contumely, with which we have 
treated the subjects of our earlier conquests. 

The Annals of the Bhattis may bo considered as the link connecting tho 
tribes of India Proper with the ancient races west of the Indus, or Indo-Scythia ; 
und although they will but slightly interest tho general reader, the antiquary may- 
find in them many new topics for investigation, as well as in the Sketch of tho 
Desert, which has preserved the relics of names that once promised immortality. 

Tho patriarchal simplicity of the Jit communities, upon whose ruins the s*ate 
of Bikaner was founded, affords a picture, however imperfect, of petty republics,— 
a form of Government little known to eastern despotism, and proving the tenacity 
of the ancient Gate’s attachment to liberty. 

Amber, and its scion Shekhavati, possess a still greater interest from their 
continuity to our frontier. A multitude of singular privileges is attached to the 
Shekhavati federation, which it behoves the paramount power thoroughly to under- 
ptand, lest it should bo led by false views to pursue a policy detromentai to them 
a veil as to ourselves. To this extensive community belong the Larkbanis, so 
utterly unknown to us, that a recent internal tumult of that tribe was at first mis¬ 
taken for an irruption of our old enemies, the Pindarries, 

Harouti may claim our regard from the high bearing of its gallant race, tho 
Haras; and the singular character of the individual with whose biography its 
history closes, and which cjmnofc fail to impart juster notions of the genius of 
Asiatics. 

So ranch for the matter of this volume :—with regard to the manner, as the 
Rajpoots abhor nil pleas ad misericorcliam, so likewise docs their annalist, who begs 
to repeat, in order to deprecate a standard of criticism inapplicable to this perfor- 
m a nee, that it profa?sess not to be constructed on exact historical principles ; Non 
Imtoria , sed pftrticuke historire. 

In conclusion, I adopt the peroration of the ingenuous, pious, and liberal 
Abulfnzil when completing his History of the Provinces of India : ^Praise be 
unto Goo, that by the assistance of his Divine Grace, 1 have completed tho His¬ 
tory of the Rajpoots. The account cost me a great deal of trouble in collecting., 
mid 1 found snob difficulty in ascertaining dates aud iu reconciling tho contradic¬ 
tions in the several histor:< s of the Princes of Rajpooiana that I had nearly resolved 
to relinquish the task altogether: but who can resist the decrees of Fate; I trust 
. iat. tiio.se, who have been able to obtain better information, will not dwell upon my 
errors ; bat that upon the whole I may meet with approbation,” 

York Place , Pwtman Square , 

March IQth, 1832, 
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IX,—Ajit commando d to reduce Nahn and the rebels of tlxe S**waluk mouii- 
The emperor dios—Civil wars.—Ajit nominated viceroy of <hr/.zcrat.—Ajit 
commanded to send his son to court.—Daring attack on the ch 4f if Shj or-, where 
• Iain.—Ratal iatoil. —The king’s army invade^ Marwar.—Jodpoor iMve<rod —Terms.— 
Abhyo Sing scut to court.—Ajit proceeds to Delhi.—Ccaliens with the Sycd minis, 
try of the king,—Gives a daughter in marriage to the emperor.—Kotnro.-j to Jo :po »r. 
Repeal of tho Ajit proceeds to hij viceroyalty of < hizzerat.—-Settles tho 

province.- W orships at Dw .rica.—Returns bo Jodpoor.—The Syeds Kumraou him to 
court.— The «t>lei»dour of his train.—Leagues with the Syeds.—The emperor visits 
A jit.—Portents—Ifuse'o Alii arrire3 from, the Dekhan.—Consternation of th* oppo¬ 
nents of the Syces and Ajit.— Ajit blockades iho palace with hia Kahtores.—Tno 
uinperor put io dec> h. —Successors.—Mohammed Shah—He marches against Amber. 
It , It* a claims anctuary with Ajit. —Obtains the grant of Ahmedabad .—R‘turns to 
Jedpoor.— Aunito lii/daughter to the Prince of Amber.—Tho Syeds assassinated. 
Ajit warm: 1 of hit viacgcr,— Seizes on Ajmcre.--Slays the governor,—Destroys tho 
mi i pi ■*i an ( : re-establishes the Hindu rites.—Ajit declares Ui4 independence. Coiua 
iu h:* own name.—Establishes weights and measures, and his own courts of Justiee. 
JWesilbo gradations of rank amongst his chief?.—The Imperiab'sts invade Marwar. 
Abb vo Sing heads thirty thousand Rahtiores to oppose them.— The king's forces, 
decline battK— The Kahtores ravage thw Imperial provinces.—Abhye Sing obtains 
iib - su: name of *Lhonl'V.V oe exterminator.— Returns to Jodpoor.— Battle of hambhu". 
AKtgivcw - .neti: ary to Choiamnn Jaifc, founder of Bharatppor.—The emperor puts 
himself at the head of.alii his forces to avenge tho defeat of Sambhur .—Ajmeru 
invented.—In defence.— Ajit agrees to t.urrondor Ajmere.— Abhye Sing prvcomls t Q 
the Imp ' 1 1 ! camp.— His reception.— Ilia arrogant bearing.—Murder of Ajit by hia 
Bun.—Infidelity of th j bard.—Blank leaf of th n K-r Jl licative of this 

event. — Extract from that chronicle.-— I unera l i%itC3.—Six cjneend and fifty-eight 
concubines determine to beoomo Salt's.—rExpoatulations of tho Nuzir, bards, and 
j,u obits.—They fail.—Procession.—Rite concluded .—Reflections on Ajit s life and 

CHAPTER X.—Tee pnrracidal murder of Ajit, the oaute of the destruction of Manjrar. 
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•its to for? a Bardav—Abbye Bing reduces Nagore.—Bc stojW’8 it in appanage upon 
brother Bukhta. ~Reduce: the turbulent allodiaiist;—Commanded to cx-uit.—Re¬ 
bellion of the vicerov of O-izzerat, and of prince Jungali in the .Dckban.—Picture of 
tho Mogul court at thin time.—The bce/a of foreign eorvi^e against the rebels describ¬ 
ed.^-Iv f .fu?ed hr the assembled, nobles —Accepted by the Rahtore prince.—He visits 
Aimore, which he garrisons.—Meeting at Pooibkur with the Raja cu Amber.—Plan 
of the destruction of the empire.—At Maiitft U joined by his brother Bukbi S«ng. 

c T . Jodpo ir.—-The Ih'.r, or i udal levies of Marwar, assemble.—Cm w oration of 
She guns.—The Meohas carry off the cattle of the train.—Rajpoot contiugents 
oimnooiuCei!.—AVhy.j reduces tho Metna strong-hold.3 In Sirohi. Iht Sirolu pnneo 
r.ibmit", and gWes a daughter iu marriage as a pi-iv----offering.—-The oirohi cont-In- 
gLiU/ joins Aohye Sin::—Proceeds against AbnieclabaO—Summons thei viceroy .o 
Burrc/der.—Rajpoot council of war. Bukhia claims to lead tho van.- The Rahtpre 
prince sprinkLv* hL <-hi'-w With saffron-water.—Sirbullund's ulan of defence. His 
euns maimed by Europeans,—His body-guard of European musket■»er i .—Tno storm, 
r :cbory point'd by the Rajpoo Sm render oi Sirbnlluud.—He is sent prievier to tM 
.^ioe >r.—Abbye Biug governs G ’zzorrdRajpoot oontirgontB cauniera'ed.—Con* 
clni- 'ou of i ho chronicle*!, thoRa; li^ypaca and Surya Frakas .—Abhyo Smg return* to 
Jodpnor '-Tuo spoils o'ovoycKl f:ora OiirT^rat. ... ••• — 

J * X . -Mutu it jcalouiuet of iro >r.;ther,— Abbye Bioy dread* the military fame 

.1 Bukh*a.—IDs policy.—Prompt..1 by the bard Kama, who deserts Jodpoer for 
Nagore.—Scheme laid by Auklita to .thwart hia brother —Attack of Bikaner by 
Abilvo »Si'i - -S'lnunlar conduct of his chiefs, who.afford supplies to -he 1 ; •••mgeo. 
Bukhra’e flclimnn t*» embroil th- Amber frinoe With hfi brother.— His overr.' ^>ind 
advWe to attack Jodpoor in the mheeuce of his brother.—Jey Sin^ o. j^rijov. -- lis 
rcn-jpti .n of ibis advice, which >b dkcir.^d and rejected in a full council ot ia* 
Mi. •••; 4m: or.—Tnoeuvo} ,£ Bukhta ‘d/.*.ina an-audience-of tho priuco ot Ar.oer. 
At nlnA '■ object.- Hi* insulting loB * to Ruj^ Abbye Sing.—Tb latter- hi *on;e 

T , - S i oalls out tlu* (her, or feudal army of At '»er 4 —Obtains i 

ajii^s,—t>ne hundred thonnv■••tor under the Walls of bio^capital.—^ 
to i\v» Mn.'wtu frontier.— ; Abl ye {•>'»);: rai^.i t.he of Bikaner.—a 

ftt'-auro cx?nduct.—SWears hii> as^als.^Matohes with iie personal retaiu^W only i-j 
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fora'b&fc t*he host of Amber,—Battle of liangaria.—Dcaporate on."'fc of Bukhf. Si:i". 
Dcetruofcion of his band.—With sixty men charges the Amber prince, who avoids 
him. — Eulogy of Bakhta by tho Amber hauls,—Kuma tU> bard presents a .hid 
charge.—Bakhta’s distress at tho loss of hu men.—The Raua mcaiatcg a peace. 
Bukhta lo ich hi* tutelary divinity.-—Restored by tho Amber prince,—Death (f 
Abhye Sing. — Anecdotes illustrating his character ... ... ^ 

L' Li AFTER XII. — Ram Sing oucceeds.— His impetuosity of temper.—His uncle.* 
Bukhta Sing, absents himself from the rite of inauguration —Sends hn nurso 
as proxy. — Construed by Ram Sing as an insult.—He resents it, and resumes 
the fief of Jhalore. Confidant of Ram Sing. — The latter insults the chief 
the Champawuts, who withdraws from the court.—His interview with the 
chief bard.—Joins Bukhta Sing.—The chief bnrd gives his *>nft:-nge to Bukhta. 
Civil war. — ’lattlo of Mairta — Ram Sing defeated.—Bukhta Sing assumes 
the sovereignty.—The Bagri chieftain guards him with fcht sword.—Fidelity of 
the Purolnt to the ex-prince, Ram Sing —lie proceeds to the Dekhnn ti obtain 
nid of the Mahruttas.— Pootical correspondence between Rnja Bukhta and the 
Purohit.—Qualities, mental and personal, of Bukhta.—The Mahmttae threaten 

-^arwar.—All tho clans unite round Bukhta. ~Ho advances to give battle._Ke- 

fu od by the Mnhrattas.—Be takes post ot the pass of Ajmere,—Poisoned by the 
quern of Amber—Bukhta’8 character.—Reflectiona on the Rajpoot character, 
Contrasted with that of the European nobles in tho dark nges.—Judgment of 
the I aids on crimes.—Improvised stanza on the princes of Joqpcor and Amber 
Anathema of the Sati, wifo of Ajit.—Its fulfill:,-out.- Opinions of the Rajpoot 
of such inspirations ... ... t 

CHAPTER XUI.- -Accession of Boejy Sing.—Receives at Maui, the'hdnntjze of 
his chief^— Drt r^ed.i to the capital. The ex-prince Rom Sing form* a treaty 
,.‘J ManratUw and (he Cuchwah,v.—Junction, of the confederates.--dan v 
««s«»iWes th, clmis on tlio plains of Mairta.— Summoned to smrnn.ipr ti,e 
wply.-B.«le.-B«jy Siug defeaterf.-Destruerim of •, R t ! 

X ‘hJIT'l' » <U « uerre —Reejy King loft alore.-His flirht. —Kulo C i«« c f 
the bru<1.—Fortresses surrender to Ram SW — Assasnin^tiru r \r *? " * 

t«on m the case of Pokurn fief.—^Insolence ot its ohi* f : o his prince who cut a- 
tains mercenaries—Thw innovation accelerates the decay of fudal pn„ci- 
, (1 8l iJ P ,a «« th , e . «hn»im»tion of the aristocracy.— The nobles , . n- 
i ).leuU>.—Oordhe-. Kheechie.-Hia advice to th« prinee.—Humiliating tro- tr 
between t ie Raja and hut vassals.—Mercenaries disbanded.—Death of *m. 
prince s gvr" or pne.;.— Hia prophetic words.—AVjra-epr;;**, or funeral rite, 
ina le the expedient to entrap -he chiefs, who are not condom md to death _ C 
trope conduct of Devi King of Pofcurn.-Bia las! words.-Rc-heclics on their 
derective system of government.— SaciiQ.ce of tho law of l rinvmrm'ure >’•' 
consequences. Subluil Sing arms to avenge his father’s death - t. 

,ower of the nobles checked.—They are Jed against the too her* of tho ,w. 
Atom koto seized tram Snide.—God war taken from Mev.ar.- -Mm-vn ,„'i 
■ocypoor mute ngainct the Mahrattas, who are dcf.ntcd < r. To,.-, '... ' 

l . n appearance..Ajraere recovered by the Hahterei.-Battles rf p al u,i 11 

Manta—Ajmere surrenders.—Suicide of tho goyernor.—Beojy Sin* a cmiouhiV, 
accepts Maim Sing.—Her insolence aim nates the nobles, -who plan ,•;.., *>«* ,1 
of tijs Raja,--Murder of the concubine;:—Recjy Sing dies ... 

CHAF.iHlt XIV.--Raj i Bheetn seizes upon tho padi -Discomfiture of t ■ , " 

f-etitoi-. Zaliio Vrng. -Bbeom i-strn.e all the other claimant to 8 ,vLJ;. 

'■ ce; ■lug Maim Stag.—Bio-ka-lad in div-'-..rt..--Kalii M from the r iV^, i,.,' 
supplies—Prince Mane, heads one of them. - incurs the .isk ,',f 1 

Is preserved by the Above cbief.--R»ja Rhoetu offends his in.b!e« . Ti.o'. 
a.ranion Marwur.—-The of Noemaj attacked. -Jbn.l>i.: ■•edo.'.-.t- to 
pomt of surrender .--Sudden and critical death of R-.i* Rlu-cn .T t '„ ,,, 
eauw --The Ve.tyas, or 'cunning sir wl s»trroi..r.d the orii...,, 
of Biijr. Maun.—Rebel lioa of Sow a-; Sinjr of Pokurn -Con*ijfcraev ,f 


*«tu.-Declaration of the pregnancy ot a queen of bai l 


-Convention 
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?*ijA Maun.—Posthumous births. —Tlicir c\il consequences in RajwarraM 

__ _,1 borns—Sent of" bv* stealth to Pokuin, and its birth kept a.gtr: 

i: i\ Diinnlcul.'—R«ja Maun evinces indiscreet partialities.—Alienates the 
{'.mpawiits. — 3>iith of the posthumous sou of Bajn, Bheem promulgated. 

*t chiefs? cad on Baja Maun to fulfill the terms of the convention. -The 
mother disclaims the child.—The Pokurn chief sends the infant Dhonkul to 
?hv .sanctuary of Abhye Sing of Khetri.—Sosvae opens h : s underplot,— Em¬ 
broils Knj\ Maun with the courts of Amber and Mewar.—Ho carries the 
pj ctvn icr Dlnukul to Jeypoor.—Acknowledged and proclaimed ns Itajn of 
\[ The majority of Iho chiefs GLpport tho pretender.—'The Bikaner 

; ,i-inc( cspotn' S his cau 3 c.— Armies called into the field.—Baseness of Ii« leni; 
wit., ft^ciis iinj i Maun.—The ormieB approach.—Raja Maun's chiefs abandon 
him.—Re attempts suicide.—Is persuaded to fly.—He gains Jodpoor.—Prepares 
i<. efencc —Becomes suspicious of all his kin. — Refuses them the 
hi.Muiir vf defending tho castle.—They join the allies, who invest Jodpoor. 
T'a < i. v token and plundered.—Distress of the besiegers.— Meer Khan's 
o'.v.luci V*uso> a division. -His flight from Mar war.— Pursued by the Jeypoor 
co!rjji.mdii. — Baltic.—Jeypoor force destroyed, and the city invested.— DD- 
mr.v of the Raja.—Breaks up the siege of Jcdpoor.—Pays £*200,000 for a sab 
■*., < sc« 10 Jeypoor.-The spoils of Jodpoor intercepted by the Kabtoree, and 
ns tr. ^ ,] from tiie (Jucv.wahas.—Mcer Khan formally accepts service with Kaja 
Ma ... and repairs to Jodpoor with the four Rahtore chiefs ... > • •• 1 

CIJ Ai "i J* U XV.—Meer Khan's reception of Jodpoor.—Engages to extripate 
Mo., ne'e faction.—Interchanges turbans with the Raja.—The Khan repairs to 
i a core.— Interview with Sowae.—-Swears to support tho Pretender. Massacre 
« a rhe pr.jpf ot thief?.—Pretender flies.r—The Khan plunders Nogore, Jleceives 
•> c\(a} from Pc jit Maun.—Jeypoor over-run.—Bikaner attacked.—Mccr 
’obtains the ascendancy in Marwar, —Garrisons Niigoro with his Pathans. 
Partitions lands anmngst Ids chiefs.-—Commands the mh|l lakes of N«-wah and 
.S. r » <d)huj. — The ininirter Induraj and high | riest DeGftath assassinated,-Rojo 
Ma»:n , b iPAHUt a fleeted.—his occlusion.—Abdication in favour of Ids sen 
rimtiu Sing.—Who falls tho victim of illicit pursuits—Madness tf Raj i 
Mr im increased.—It8 causes.— Suepicn na <f the Raja having sacrificed 
-The oligarchy, headed by Salim Sing of I'okt.tji, son of Sewn., 

. u\\ o the charge of the government.—Epoch . f British universal supremacy, 
'fronty with Marwar f amed during the regency of Chuttur Sing.—The ehgarrhy, 

,, : nd offer tho <jad\ of Marwar to the house oi Editr.—Rejected 

l':. r*;’/.- M iv.ui entreated to resume the u-ins «»f pdwfer.—Evidence that 

niadnot ’4 *wafl feigned.—The Kaja dimntSfcfied with certain atipnlationR of 
tiie t’caty. A British t fficer sen! to Jodpoor --Al’hi Chum! thief of the civil 
admin ? 8tration.—Salim Sing of Pokurn chief rmniFler.—Oppofirh n led by 
jR (! ; — BritM, troops cfleredto h > placed at the Raja's disposal.—Oiler 
rejected.- Reasons—British »gent returns to Ajniere.—Permanent agent 
appointed io the court of Raja Maun.-Arrives at J<dpoev— Condition of tne 
capital - Interviews with the K»ja.—Objects to he attained described.—Agent 
leaver Jodpoor —general w-questrations <f the lid's.—Raja Maun apparently 
rel.-ip^h if.to his old apathy.* His deep dissimulation.— Ciicumvcnts and w-fr-. ,• 
»l, c hu; i. n.-Tfcek wealth questrated.—Their ignominious death.—Im¬ 
mense rescujcfH deiived from r;eqtmstiati< n«.—Baja Mauri’s thirst for blood. 

; a \\Q o,;Lrup ih** -biefs -Tho Hormai chief attacked.—His gallant defence, 

SIn.ii —Tn £< ‘okuih iJiicf escapes Butteh Rnj becomes rair’uer.- Ra;,a 

b gpf roh to him.—1 ^ rnaj at tr. eked.—Surrender .—Baja MtunV infamouf 
.. >olr.-ion of iih pledge.—Noble con duel of tho mer.ena.y c n-oiaimer. 

V h.titary tx'.lr of the whole aiistoorvy o» Alarwnr.—Recoiled by :no ra gh- 
>ur\r\'r A\:n< v.r> - .Ir.v *’h ingratitude to Annr :Sing.—The cxilvu '*h Jt ' 9 

nun! / S till-iiriiilii'Gov „meot, wiiich rel j<:e# to .m«Mate.—luia Maun Iosc-b 
ilir^ ci.inirtni.il v oj fixing. I lie coubi jtolion of Maiw*tr.—ReflecHonB . -V ■ 
Oh V I TER .v v 1 4 - hi •••ik end population Marwar.—Ol^c fcation of miiabiU 
*i>u — JE — Rwjpoo'.'c ence'mot»lcomn ctei .* and rervilc tribes.— Sbih- V. 
ciiltoml ptcdins.s.-Natural productlone.-Sa!t Marble and Jim- stone 

q>rrics.- • un, lead, c. d iron miftee.— Alum.— Manufacturee.—Comuierm! 
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marl 9. —Transit trade.—P aIIi, the emporium of Western India.—Mercantile 
o'<"i , 'St*s, — 1\h.irtras and Obwnlg.-— Kntars, or caravans.*—Imports and exports 
♦ 4 mm. r.ited. — Chariing, the guardians if the caravans.—Commercial decide, 
Came-. Opium mom poly.—Fairs of Moondhwa and Bhijotra.—Admin iotyat ion 
of J ■’! sii.ee.—Punish men t»*.- -Raj a Beejy Sink’s clemency to prisoner*, who are 
itmintuihtM by private charity.—Gaol deliveries on eclipses, births, ao», accession 
of princes - Sogua or ordeals : firo water, burning oil.—Punchaets.—Fiecol 
revenues ami regulations. — Buttac , or corn-rent . — Shcnahs and Kiinvutrris. 
T,ix«*s.— A/v/'f, or <apitatiou-iax.—or pasturage.— Meicbti, or door- 
t.-ix *, how originated.— Sayer y or imposts ; their amount . 1 — Dhannis or collectors. 
Revenues from the salt-lakes.— Tan< 7 n t or caravans engaged in :Lie irado. 
Aggregate revenues — Military resources. Mercenarieo. Feudal quotes Schedule 
« f feoffs, — Qualification of a cavalier ... ... ... ... 
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ANNALS OF BIKANER. 

CEL A FT HR I. O.igin of tho stato of Bikaner. — Beeka, the founder,—Condition Page. 

« v the aborigifla! Jits or Getes.—The number and extensive diffusion of tbi.° 
Scythic race, still a majority of the peasantry in Western linjpootaua, ami 
perhaps in Northern India. — ’Hicir pursuits, their government patriarchal, then; 
religion i f a mixed kind. — List of the Jit cantons of Bikaner at the irruption. 

°l Beeka. Causes ot the success of Beeka.—Voluntary surrender of tho super- 
mac*> ,.f tiie Jit elders to Boeka.—Conditions.—Characteristic of tho Cetio r* onlo 
throughout India.— Proofs. Invasion of the Johyna by IJceku and ua Jit Sub 
jeets.—Account ♦ f the Johyns.—Conquered by Beeka.—He Wrests Bhncore fivm 
tho Ilhams, mm founds Bikaner, the capital, A.O. 1489.—II ie uncle Kau 4 ^ 
make, cmiquestc to the imrtl:.—Death of Uceka.—Hie ( «n Noonkurn succeed* 

M. xes conquests from the Bhattis—His son Jaet succeeds.—ICnlargt: the nnver 

a r V The Jits Bikam* Iom their libevties n'. 

Jits of Btknncv lone tlieir hberties.-Tho stato rises to io.nortancp.Af-c ym£ 
cotfoexioa with Akbet.—Uis honours and power.—Tho Johyas revolt and‘»U' 
yV rn ' ina p <, ~' Tr(ldlt l?| 18 Alexander the Great amongst tho ruins of 'tbo 
Johjns.—Examined.—The loom si l Jits vanquished by Rain Sing, tho Raia's 
brother.—-Their subjection imperfccr.-Rae Sing’s daughter weds prince .Selim, 
afterwards Jehangir.—Bae Sing uicGeded by hi* son Kuvrun—.Tho three eldest 
flone ot Kurrun fall m the imperial service.—Anop Sing, the younger:, succeeds, 
i Yi° j a re ? c " lou . ,!l t-ubuh—Hia death uncertain.—Suroop Sing succocdy -ITo is 
killed.—Sujflun Sing* Zoomwnr Sing, Guj Sing, and Raj Sing succeed.—The hubV 
powoned by bis kroi her by another, mother, who usurps tho throne, though opnc s« 
od by the chiefs.—He murdora the rightful heir his nephew. Civil war.—h nnVcr- 
roll of tho chiefs.—The usurper attacks Jodpoor.—Present btatc - r ikanor 
Account of Beedavati ... .. s 

CHAPTER II.— Actual condition and capabilities of Bikaner .r-Causcs of its del o'* 
ioration.—Extent.—Population.—Jits.—Sartswati Brahmiue, -Ghanine.—MaBis 
and Nata—Chooras and Theories.—Hajpuotg—Face of the couitLy.- Grain wil 
vegetable productions.—Implements of husbandry .-♦•Water,—Salt lake-;.—Local 
physiognomy.—Mineral productions.—'Unctuous clav. Animal pn-,«h;al U w, 
Commerce and manufacture a--Fairs.—Government and revenues.—Tho flee- 
lihooah, or hearth-tax Anga, or capit>tioq-ta*..-Bay or, or INw'tV 

ot plough-tax— Ltldau, or ancient land-tax.— Extraordinary and irre r U j a t 
Teacuraee.-^Feudal levies.—Household troops ’ ... Mfc 1 - 0 

aAPTl K IU. — JBhutnair, its origin and donomination,-.-Historical celebrity of 
the Jits of Bhutiif ir.—Emigration of Bersi.—Succeeded by Bhivoo.—Embraces 
Islawisni.—liao Duleech.—Hoseifi Khan, Iloseiu Mali mood, Emom MahmcoJ, 
anil Buhuder Khr,n.-~£abtn Khan, tho pye.ient ruler. -Condi? ui tho cJnhBy 
<changes in its physical aspect.—Ruins ot ancient buildings Proijjiain bccuo 
for arohieoiogical Inqu'.CvK,—Zftotoyica! and botanical curiosities.—Llst° of tht* 
ancient towite.—Belies of Ue arrov/ -head character foimu iu th c desert p; j 
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CHATTER I.—Jes? ulmer.—The derivation of its name.—The Rajpoots of J^3>ul-Pu, 
thor, called Bbattis, arc of the Yadtf rare —D^oenfle-i from Bharat, kin" of 
Bharatvcr. ha, or Indo-Scythia.—Restricted b «unda of India of modern invention. 
The aneieufc Hindus, a naval po p'e.—First seats of the Ya ins in India. Pryagn, 
Mathura, and Dwarica.—Their international wans.—Heri, kin" of Mathura and 
Dwtficn/ fraAc: of the Yadu«.—Dispersion of his family.—Ilia great gran Isons 
Naba and- Khirft.—Naha driven from Dtvaricn, becomes prince of Maroosthali, 
conjectured to be the Mam, or Merve o£ Iran.—Jhareja aud Jud-bhau, the sons 
of Khira.—The £ Truer founds tho Sind-saiama dynasty, aud Jud-bhan becomes 
prince of Behera in tho Punjab.—Pritlnvihahu succeeds to Naba in Marco.— His 
son Tabu,—His posterity.—Raja Gnj founds Gujni.—Attacked by tho kings of 
Syria, and Khorasan, who are repulsed.—Raja Guj attacks Cashmere.—Ilia mar¬ 
riage.—Second invasion from Khor.ansan.—The Sj’rian king conjectured to be 
Antiochu 9 .—Oracle predicts the igsh of Gujni,—Gaj slain. Gujni taken.—-Prince 
8 alba ban arrives in the Punjab.—Founds tho city of Salbahano. 3. v. 72.—Conquers 
Aho Punjab.—Marries the daughter of Jeypal Tuar of Delhi.—Ke-conquern Oajni.—Is 
succeeded by Balund.—Ills numorous offspring.—Their conquests.—Conjecture 
regarding the Jadoon tribe 6f Eu^ofZye, that the Afghans are Yadus, not Yakudit, 
or Jyws.—Balund reddes nt Sftlbahana.—Assigns Gujni to his grandson Chakito. who 
becomes a convert to ialam and king of Khorasan.—The Chakito Moghuls descended 
from hirfe.—Balund dies.—His son Bhatti succeeds.—Changes tho patronymic of Y adu, 
or Jaboo, to Bhatti.—Succeeded by Mungul Rao.—His brother Musoor Rao and 
Tiory cross Hie Garah, and take possession of the Lakhi jungle.—Degradation of the 
r.ori'. of Mungul Ra-.—They loie their rauk as Rajpoots.—Their offspring styled 
Abherias and Jv.Ib.—T ribo of Tak.—The capital of Taxiles discovered.—Mungul R*° 
arrive- in tbe Indian desett.—Its tribes.—His son, Majum Rao, marries a princess 
Amerkote.—His «fou Kefaur.—Alliance with the Deora of Jhalore.—The foundation 
nf Tbanoic laid. -Kehur succeeds —Thanoie attacked by the Baraha tribe.—'Tbanote 
completed S. "S7.—Peace with the BarahaH.—Reflections. ... — 

CHAPTER II.—Rae Keliur, cotemporary of the caliph A1 Walid.—His offspring become 

* bonds of trih?*-.—Eebur, tho .1 rat who extended hie conquests to the plaini.—Tie is 

a 1 in —Tin no succeeds.--IT- assails tl <j Barahas and Lancas.—T unnote invested by 
Hi, prince of Mooltan, who is defeated.—^ Tnnno espouses the daughter of the 
,> '« ,3 fi r i i\oV<ii.v —Tum:o finds a concealed treasure.— Ev'-et.* <Iie c«»ue or 

Beoji Rae-HC a,sail* the B*r«ha tribe, who 
oonsv'MS with tho Lanyas to attack tho Bhatti prince.—Treaoheron" massacre of 
Beej! ttao aid H s a kindred.— f’< ornj fiaved by a Brain. i|> — rnniiote token.—Iubsb.t 
an.a pnt. to the .word. -Ocuaj join, his i .other :d Booraoan.-orecU Deoravrua. 

* J W assailrd by the Root* chief. who is viunu.rci.tod and put to death by Jeorsj. 
•VheBi-atti prince is visited h> a Jogi, "thosedisciple ho .. eomes.-Title changed from 
p .j' to liawui.—Deo‘-aj massacres ihe Lang&s, Who acknowledge his supremacy. 
Ac'vmut of tho Ii*r,ga tribe,—Deoraj oorquevs Lodorva. capital’of the todr» Raj¬ 
poots—Avenges an insult of the prince of Dhar.—Singular trait, of patriotic 
V'vaii Cl —■Assaults.-- Dlcr.-■Rot’.tras to toil.-va.~ Rxcavates lakes is Khadal- 
Assassinaiod.—Succeeded i>/ fiawul Mound, who revenges bis father's death.—Hu 
fl0C lvicJiorft oqpou>f*9 tho daughter of Bullub-Son, of PuMum Anhulwarra.- (Jontoro- 
^, r .ri *s of iTuhraoud of Guiai.—Captures a caravan of horses.—The Pahoo Bhatwa 
f onauer Poogul from the Johns.—Doosa;, son of Bn Iwr*. attacks ihc Khoechics. 

ei ;h his th 09 broth ra to the lard of Kher. where hev espotue the Oohtlota 
oldotMi dauc'iters —Important synchmuismS.—Bach--r"'hes • ■ Deossj eurc-vds.- At- 
• tMhl 5 - ttio Soda urines Tf-.i.alr, in whom-rrign the Caggar ceased to flow throngL 
th,". i eonidot,—Sons of Doosij.—1 ,;ira*. 

marries the daughter of Sidra; Sdlanki, king of Anhulwafra.-bMie other sona of 
Jteosaj. Jesui, r.ud Boojirao.- Bhojdeo. son of Lan] Beoiirae, beco^s U-4 ofiodar "a 
.« the doatl, of D-oosaj.-W conspires against Im otteo.-a-u ^ 

an of ril. , .••hem ho joins at Arore -Swears alMpmass to th - 

- Bhojdeo.—Indorse ttt, acked and plmv.c rod.—.i. 

.. . . . 1,00 r-iv. flaw i. oi a - biuvt.is -Ahan.ic.ia Lodi rva -s too w.j^sed ^ ^ 

o. v -i'pita! —Proj.'iotu inscription on tno Bnmjnr,coo«d, o. 

1 

. If.n> KR r fr - IVdimtnarv ol ^rrations.— 1 The early hntory of i:i • Vr.'.icle'resuaiwJ. 
uf iaic/cst.—'J’ractM oftL.-ir ancient manners tnd rebgion.—The chrta 
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■Jesai survives the ch&nge of capital twelve years.— “The hoir Ka’lua banish >d.—3al- Page, 
bahan, his younger brother, succeeds.—Expedition against the Cirri Qrigm. —Appli¬ 
cation from the Yadu pi*in:o of Badrina’h for a prince to fill fcho va cant —During 
Salbaan’fi absence, his sou Beejil usurps :he < 7 i.ii — Uii is-me lunn ei >• • — ixhi^^ur 
Khan Briioch again invades Khadal. — Kailun — attacks him, uud a von: ^ hi • lhthor’s 
death. —death of Kailun.— Succeeded by Chachik Deo, — Bo • • :pula th» Chuuur. Raj¬ 
poots. —Defeats the Sodas of Auierkole.—The itahrores lately arrived in the desert 
become troublesome.— -Important synchronising.-—Death of Chachik.—lie is succeeded 
by his grandson Kurrun, to the prejudice of the elder, Jad.i who leaves JefcMlmor. 
Redree-ess the wrongs of a Baraka Rajpoot. Kurrnn dies. Succeeded by Lakhur 
Sen. Hia imbecile character. Replaced hy his sou Poonpal, wh > is dothron td and 
banished. His grandson, Raniug-deo, establishes himself a- Marotc and P< ogul. 

On the doposal of Poonpal, J.ietsi is recalled and placed on tli j II. -Ho affords n 
tefugc to the Purihar prince of Muudoie, when attacked by Alla-t in.—The -ns ol 
Jaetsi carry off the imperial tribute of Tatha and Modtao.-—The king determines to 
invade Jesaulmer.—Jaetsi and his sons prepare for the storm.—-Jossulmer invo-ted. 

Fir-t assau’t repulsed.—The Bhattia keep an army in ihe Meld.—Ru will Jaa^i diec. 

Th. siege continues.—Sing dar friendship between liia s ,n Ruttua u id one of the 
besieging generals*—lioolraj succeeds. General assault. Again defeated, Garijb 
fi -n reduced t'* great extremity. — Council of w.-*r. Defcerminatioi 1 i pertorin b .1 
tfaku Geueroug conduct of the Miiiotnodaa friend of Ruttua to hi sons, i'luai 
assault. Rawul Mool raj and Ruttun and their chief kin fail in battle Jo -ulmcr 
taken, dismantled, and abandoned. ... ... # oqj 

CHAPTER 1V.— The Ralitores of Meliwo settle amidst the ruins of Je.^nlmer.’ lhivcu 
out by the Bhatti chieftain Do »doo. Who is elected Rawul, die carries off th • mud of 
tuoro ' Shah.—Sec.ind storm uud mvu of Jessulmer --D \idoo alain.—Mo :l ul invasion 
of luma.- The BhatU princes obtain their liberty. RaWul Gei- i • e-e-r.uMi^b -. Jo . 

ft 1 rs of .—Dtasliwure or his do i. iny by a prorttey , adopted by 

tho w.feofWulGars., wko w wauwiaat*,! h, tho tribeoi J^.ur-Kcb *p.S-Uiro 
od.—r-oemlade becomes saJt.—Th't succassicu mai'cd on ih, "" ’ . P r ' . 

monial oveitaro to Jnita from Mutvm'—Kn,“, V, V , tho sons r.t Uamir.—Jiatri- 
r. ntential aci. of IU> Uaning._Off s „ri B «. of K~ W V loVau . «”•- 1 ' :r; 0 li '• 

***• settles at Giranp.-sJons ot Su BinW wS* v° *\ 
inheritance. — They mix with the Abhoria &Sw-S,¥T J® !IV 0 T. ' Uir 
settles in the forfeited lands.—Drives tho Dahyas from KhffM’MlL- 0 , °,' A 

AmoT K ln 0 Ko,ai 0 w| h8 “ A fehfc ^ uC»»t 

an hori An ^ 10 18 defeated.—Subdues the ©white ami jf-ihila KuontW hi.- 

authority to the Punjund—Rao kailun marries into the Samro* fam.iy — Vccount ot 
tbo Samma race.—Ho seizes on the Samma dominions.—Makes tho Aver Indus hi* 
bound ary. Ktti lun dies.—Succeeded by Chachik.—Makes Marote his head quart ora. 
league headed by the chief of Mooltan aguinst Chachik, who invades fluff to ritmy, 

'H d 0 mu, l 118 ^ h a r:c }i bw i>y Mavute.—A second Victory,—Lea t a ' .r iv,u Ai 
the Punjab.—Defeats Maipal, chief of the Dxmdia — A«iui, or Aswiui-Kote.-1U sup. 
Tr° h r^i. P^ ltloa ' Aaecdote.--i , cu.d with Satilmor.— its i-onsequeces — Alliance with 
liybut Khan,—RaoOhnckick invades 1 cslecbunga. -The Khokuis or Gldkora described. 
Langas drive his ga nson frm Dh ^oniapoor.—Rit-s preparatory to the combat. -Wot- 
ahipoi: tho .sword. Chachik is slain with all hia haudu.—Koombho hitherto -vv" 
avenges his father’s*feud.-—Rffsil re-establisbes Dhoonmpoor.—Repairs to Kemre 
M -..ihd by tho Lacgas and Baloclie^ Defeats them,—Chronicle of Jo^sulmer resit in. 

Rawul Bersi meets Rao Rirsil ou bis return from bis expedition ,a m Pukff 
Conquest of Mooltan by Baber,—Probable concord on of the BhaUisofthe Pmj:.' 
Rawui Bersi, Jair, Nconkurn, Bheom, Munohur-d.’ff Aod Subbul six r unw 

tions, ... ... ... ... ... ® \ 20‘ 

CHAPTER y.—JesBuimer becomea a fief of the empire.—C!;auge* in tho* succession. 
Subbul Sing fierves with the Bhatti contingent -Ilia sovvioea obtain him tho gadi of 
vcssulmnr.—Boundaries of Jesrulmcr at the period of Baber’s invasion.— 8ubbul suc- 
Goo.ied by hia eon Umra Sing, who leads the i;.k'. <hur iuto I h- Baloek territory 
Crowned on the field ol victory-— Demauds a r<*liof r rorn his subjeots to , -ortion his 
daugliter. —‘Puts a chief to death who re fuses. —Re volt of the Chumm R jpi .& 3 .—Th.: 
Bhatti chiefs retaliate the inroads of tho Rahtoien of Bikaner,- Origin of frontier.. 
ieuds.— Bhattis gain a victory.—#he prineca of Jc-aulmcr and Bikaner are involved in 
tho fouds of thei.- vassaii.— Raja A nop Sing calls on all his chiefs to revenge the dts- 
. f-.ee. lavayion of ucH-ulmm.—Tho invadera defeated.—Tor Viawul recover pc >guU 
Makes Bafmairtrihutary. - CTrura dies.—Suceeede.i .t.jovwuo. —Tho ohromWcdoso.' 
GcoliueorJ9ssuJmor.-‘P9ognil.—Bar. fru^Filodi wwaitod^rvia h r by the Ra.ht ! 
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tance of fhe.setrnnsacf ions to the British Government.—Khad&t to tho Gara 
Y icr\ by the Daodpotras.—Akhi Sing succeeds.—His uncle, Tej Sing, usurps the 
government.—The usnrjer assassinated during the ceremony of Lrs —Akhi Sing 
recovers the gadi. —Reigus forty years.—Bali'.vul Khan seizes on Khadal.—Rawul 
Mooliaj.—Suroop Sing Mehta ma«le minister.—His hatren of the Bhatti Dobles* 

Con. piracy ..gainst liim by the Iv ir apparent. Rae Sing.—Deposal and Confinement 
of the RhwuI.—T he prince proclaimed.—Refuses to occupy the g adi. —Moolraj 
emancipated by a Rajpootni.—Resumption of the gadi. —The prince Rao Sing 
receives the thick it helot of banishment.—Retires to Jodpoor—Outlawry of tho 
Bhauti nobles.— Jheir lands Bequestrated, and castles destroyed.—After twelve 
years, restored to their lands.—Rae Sing decapitates a merchant.--Retains to 
Toysuliuer.—Sent to the fortress of DoWcli.—Salim Sing fccome^ minister.—-His 
.character.— Falln into the hands of his enimics; but is saved b\ ilio magnanin ity 
of ZooraWtir Sing.—Plans his destruction, through his own brother s wife. ZGorawur 
is poisoned.—The Mehta then assassinates her and her husband. Fire? the e.'i'tlo of 
Rowoh.- . ie Ming burnt tp death.—Murder of his sons.—The* minister proclaims 
G 11 j Sing.—Younger sofk of Moolraj fiy to Bikaner.—The longest reigns in the Rajpoot 
annuls ate dming ministcral usurpation.—Re tre elective view ot the Bhatti history. 

\s. ... ... ... ••• ••• ••• 213 

C r \PTFJl M Rftwnl Moolraj enters into treaty with ihe English.—The Raja dies. 

His grands n. Onj Sing proclaimed.—He becomes a mere puppet in the minister’s 


Third article of tho treaty.— Inequality of the alliauce.—Tts imrortance to 
•r.—Consenuezices to be appro]: ruled by the British Government.—Dangers 


hands.—T 

Jcssnlmer.—Consequences to be npprelu 
attendin': U.o enlarging the circle of our political coni, xions.—Importance of Jessul- 
iu ihe evei : j tussian invasion.—Btitishoccupation of tho. alley of the Indu* 
considered.—S>ilim .Sing's administration resumed.-- His rapacity and tyranny io- 
— Withefl hie office to be hereditary.—Report of the British ag nt t< ms 
Govern. oonr.—PalliwalB self-exile.—Banters’ families kept as hostages.—Revenues 
griping from ati ui.—\v r eali li of the mini Tor.—Border-fcud detailed to rxompli* 

f : th: jntc'i'orerce of the paramount power.—The Maldot.es ot Baroo.— rheir histoiy. 
Kearly exterminated by the Rah tores of Bikaner.—Stimulated by the minister Salim 
.Sing —Cause of the treachery.— He calls for British interference.—Granted.—Result. 
Ra • td Guj Sing arrive! ..t Oodpoor.—Marries the Rana’s daughter.— Influence 
Cm th' 3 lady. ... ... ... ••• ••• **• . . :** 

CHAPTER vn.—Geographical portion of Jo^ulmer.—fie pot final aici.—List ot its 

(Jiioi towns.—Pot illation. — .Jesaulraer chiefly desert,— to y/ro, a r ; rky rid-**, traced 
from (hitch.—.SW or salt-roairhes.-Koucad Si r. -Soil-Productions- llu8ban«.r>. 
Manufactures —Commerce.— KuWns. o^ caravans.—Articles of irAde.— Revenues. 
Land and tranait faxes. DWi., or Collectors. Amount of land-tax exacted from 
tho cultivator. DW», or hcarth-hix. T kali, or tax on food. Ih: 1, or forced con¬ 
tribution. Citizens refuse to pay. Bhoimonaf wealth ^cumulated by. the mwtefcer 
bycxtoition. Establishment. Expenditure. Tribes. Jthnttis. Their mortal esti¬ 
mation Personal appearance and dress; Their predilection for opium and tobacco. 
pn r iwah\ their history, Numbers, wealth, employment Curious rite or worship 
VJli coins. Pokuma Brahmins. Tiile. Numbers. Singular typical, worship Race 
of Jut. Castle of J'cBSulmcr 
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SKETCH OF THE INDIAN DESERT, 

CHAPTER 1 General aspect. Boundaries and divisions of the desort. Probable 
etymology of tho Greek ca-ai*. Absorption' °f the Onggat river. Ihe Lo miorsalt- 
t i.. i Tli, Knnn, r v Bin. DHincti n of thut end .■*? >e. Thd of the Loom. Jha- 
],,r-\ Scwm chi. Maoholfth and Morsoen. Beenrrai and Sancbore. Bhadraioon. 
Mehwo. BLalotra and Tilwavra. Eendovati. Gogadeo-ca-ibul. Thitl of T’frrnroe. 
■>/ud of Khasvur. Mullinattvca-thul, or Barmair. Kherduv. Juuah Cohtun. 

Nuggar Goorah ... ... •* 

CHAPTER U Chnhan llvj. Antiquity and nobdity of the Cbohans of the uesoi-t. 
Dfincmdon rmd population of *b> - J i- Nuggur. BnnUrma. Theraud. Face of 

th ■ < oh-.vu Iv j. YFatCK productions, Inhabii ants. Kolia and BhiU- i ithib- 
Thu! < of Ohm ;« r ,d O’lmu'soortra. Depth of wells. Anecdotes. City ot ,; aa 
ancient canitul uf Bindo. Bynastier. of the Soda, tho Sooraura, al l l V, .\/-e f 
lifincer. Them miti<;uity. In for rad to bo the opponents of Alosander * • 

and Mer.andcr* I-inutcnaiii of Wah4 ti^ke-s Arore. Omurkote, its Wet pry. 
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Siudc and the desert. Diseases, Narooa» or Guinea-Worfap 
and vegetable of the desert. Daodpotia. Itinerary 
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Productions, aivimal Pago. 
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ANNALS OF AMBER, OR DHOONDAR. 

CHAPTER II.—Designations given by Europeans to tbe principalitiesiof Rxjpootana. 
Dhoondar known by the name of its eapi.als.-Amber or Jeypoor.-The country of 
the Cuchwahas at. aggregate of the conquests by the race so caUed.-Eiymology of 
‘ Dhoondar.’—Origin of the Cuchwahas.—Raja ^ al „ ^ t ’ c “ ds T! Nur "^- “ Dhola Rau 
cupelled, and founds Dhoondar.-Reinfchwo legend of Dhola.Rae.-His treachery to 
his benefactor, the Meena lord of Khogong-Harries a daughter of a B.rgoojur chief, 
and becomes his heir.—Augments his territoriesgaud transfers hta govorumcat to 
Rami urh.—Marries a daughter of the prince of Ajmero,—do hilled m battle witl ,hc 
Meenas.—His son Ktnkul conquers Dhoondar.—Maidul Rao conquers Am )er* and 
other places.—Conquest of Hoondeo.-Of Koontul.-Accession of I ujoon.* Reflections 
on the aboriginal tribes at this period.—The Meena race -Fujoon marries the enter 
of Prithwi-rai of Delhi —His military prowess.—Is killed at tho rapei oi the pnneoas 
of Canouj.—Malesi succeeds.—His successors.—Prithwi-iaj creates the &ara-ta>t»V, or 
twelve great fiofs of Amber.—He is assassinated.—Baharmul. The first t.. wait < a 
the Mahomedan power.—Bhagwandas the first Rajpoot to give a daughter Jo fcfcu 
imperial house.—His daughter marries Jcbangir, and givos birth to Khoosroo. Acres* 
sitm of Maun Sing.—Hit? power, intrigues, and death.—Tiao Bhao. M aha.—Muza 
Baja Jej Sing, brother tf Raja Maun, succeeds.—Repairs the disgrace <1 ns two 
predecessors** wd rend ora immense services to the euq ire. Is poisoned by hi- • jU. 

Ram Sing.— Bishen Sing. ... , ... **- 

CHAPTER II,—Sovae Jey Sing succeeds.—Joins the 1 arty of Azim Shall—Amber 
sequestrated.—Jey Sing expels the imperial garrison.—His character.—-His astrono¬ 
mical known dge. —H : s conduct during tho troubles of the empire.—Ancc.ote 
illustrative of the e\ils of polygamy.—Limits of the raj of Amber at tho accession 
of Jey Sing.-11 o new city of Joyjoo'*.— Conquest of Rojoro and Dc 1 ii.—Incidents 
itlustiative of Rajpoo. character.—Jey Sing’s habit of inebriation.—The virtues of 
his character.—C-ontimp'atcs tho rites of Aftvamedha .—Diaievaionof his vulnablo 
manuscripts. His death.—Some of his wi\es and concubines becomo satis on 
his pyre ... ... ... ... ,,, ... ... 2l)o 

CHAPTER III.—The P.ajpoot league. Aggrandisement of Amber. Esuri Sing succeeds. 
Intestine troubles produced by polygamy.—Madlui Sing.—The Juts.—Their Itoi s. 
Violation of the Amber territory by tho Jats.—Battle.—Rise of Macherri.—Deolino 
of tho Cuchwaha power after the death of Madhu Sing.—lV.ihwi Sing.--Pertap 
Sing.—Intrigues at hip court.—The stratagems of Kooshialiiam ami tho Macherri 
chief.—Death of Feeroz tho redhan paramour of the Pat-Rani.—Broils with tho 

Mahrattas.—Perlap attains _ __ 0 . „ 

difficulties.—Exactions oq the Malirattas.—Jnggut Sin;:—His follie3 and despicable 
ehareater.— Makes Ras-caphoor, this concubine, queen of half Amber.— PvojecL 


to oepofco 
successor 


tho feclban, paramour of the Pat-Rani.—Broils with tlv 
line the majority, and gains the victory of Tonga —Hi 
the Malirattas.—Jnggut Sing.—His follic3 and deppicabl 
Japlioor, this concubine, queen of half Amber.— i’vojec 
ted by a timely sacvilice.—Mohun Sing elected hi 
successor ... ... ... . ... 

CHAPTER IV.—Jeypoor the last of the Rajpoot states to embrace tho pro He red a iianvu 
°f the British.—Procrastination habitual to the Rajpoots, as to nil Asiatici. Mot ms 
au! consideration.-: which influenced the Jeypoor court in declining our alliance. 
A treaty concluded.—Luaih of Juggut Sing.—Effects of our interference m tho 
intrigues reBpeoting the succession—Law of primogeniture.—Tbe evils attending art 
ignorance of K.qpoot customs.—Violation of the law of ^accession in the placing ok 
Mohun Sing on the ear/'.—Reasons of departing from the rule of succession/—toft- 
duct of the British authorities.—The title of Mohun Sing disputed by the legal 
heir-presumptive,—Dilemma of the Kazir and bis faction.—The threatened diaordois 
prevented by the unexpected pregnancy ot one of the queens of Juggu kiug. 

°f a posthumous sou. 
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SHEKHAWUT FEDERATION. 

, CHAFTRB V.—Origin of tho Shckbnvati federation.-- its con4itnU-.n.— 
chiefs fiom fialoji of Ambar.-Meknlji. -Miraculous birth ol his 
Aggrandizes bi 3 territory.—Raennil.—Scoja.'-rRaeeiL 


0 scent of tho 
hi' 3 , eon.—ShckfijL 
heroism. -Oh aiue 


gcniuttizes ni 3 lerruary—ur^mui. r,i. - • 

grants from AVbor.—Gols posaassioaof Khtmdail* tujd Om.ipio.. Ills e*ploi .. art 
character.—Gbif dhurji, -Is rat off by wsassina'tjoe T i>w.ir Sft da» Hu extrnor.li .ar^ 
feat with a Iron.. -Falla by Khun Jehan Lodi.-Birsiogd30.--.dia authority UMir t *l 
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htin laila. 
defence. 


Bnliadoor Sing. Arungzebo directs the demolition of the temple' 
Buhidoor deserts his capital. Shajaun Sing Raosilote flies to 
He is slain, the temple ra2sd, and the citv carrisoued. Kosnri. 
Partition of the territory between Kosnri and Futteh Sing Futteh Sing assassina¬ 
ted. Keauri resists th. r'-'gal authority, Is d. sorted in the lield and slain. His son 
Oodi Sing taken to Ajmsrc. Kjmudaila retaken, and restored to Oodi Sing, who is 
liberated. He resolves to punish the M. itnhurp-)or chief. Is baffled by that chief's 
intri-.ru. s. I 6 bjsi.’ged oy Joy Sing of Amber. Khundaila becomes tributary to 
Amber ... ... %... ... ... ... 

CHAPTER VI. — Bindrabun Das a Iheros to Madhu Sing in tho civil wars, of Amber. 
Partition of lands annu'lod.—Silf-inimolation of the Brahmins.—Cmsequences to 
Bindrabun, in his coat.‘-:fc with Indnr Sing, the other chief of Khuudaila.—Civil war. 
Prodigal ovpiatory ?acrilico oi Bindrabun. — He abdicates.—Gmiul Sing.—k assassi¬ 
nated.—Nursing Das. — Rise no i devastations of the Malirattas.—Siege of Khandala 
Terms of redemption —Murder of deputies by the Mahrattas,—Indur Sing perishes in 
the attempt to avenge them. — Pertap Sin/.—Rise of the Seeknr chief.—Transactions 
bet ween Pertap and Nursing his c i-partnei Pertnb obtains the whole of Khuudaila. 
Nursing recovers by stratagem h*s share of Khundaili — Domestic broils and feuds. 
General a/sombly of the Sadhaui and Ruesilote chiefH, to counteract the encroach¬ 
ments of Amber.—Treaty between the Shekawuts and the court of Amber.—Violated 
by tlie latter,—Tho confod racy assault the town of the Huldoa faction.—Nursing 
refuses tribute to th* court, and Khuudaila is sequestrated.—Nursing and Pertap 
tepaoher ;u3ly raa le captive, and conveyed to Jeypoor,—Khundaila annexed to the tisc 
CHAPTER />363 the faithless court of Amber.—He is joined by the 

Celebi.u d George Thomas.—Desperate action.—Bagh Sing placed in* the fortified 
pa ace at Khuudaila.—His garrison, with his brother, slain by Iluuwunt Sing, eon 
<i Pertap.—Bagh regains tuo palace.—The lands of Khundaila framed by Amber to 
fcwo Brahmins.-—They are expelled by the feudatory BmauUias t who resists the court. 
They become a banditti, Singram Sing, c msin uo Pertap, their l.ader.—He avoids the 
treach *:y of (ho court.—His death.—The confe ieracy unite in the league against 
Jodpoor.—New treaty with the Amber court.—Liberation of Pertap and Nursing. 
Grand union of t ie »ShVxhawnfcs.— Abh> Sing succeeds iu Khundada. —Treachery of 
the coart.—HunVrant regains Gmndgurh, Khundail i, &c.—Restoration of Khooshia- 
lira r u to the ministry of Joy poor—Nov investitures granted to tho feu Atories of 
Khundaila.— Ad Ho and Per lap inducted iut) their ance-a ral bode . —luoi-ent illus¬ 
trative of tlr* defects of the R ijpoo-. fou ial sj'starn.—Khuudaila nssailed by Luch¬ 
in nn Si up, chief of So* ' : V ice of Hun want. —HU death.—Surrender 
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of KHii idaila to Luchraau Sing.—Tho co-heirs exjled.—Power and inliuonoo of Luoh- 
man Sing.—F iis tho desi^is of’the Pnro’nit.—Present attitude *>c Luchman .Sing. 
Subordinate branches of the Sliekhawats —The Sadhaai?.—Their territories wrested 
fimi.i tlr. K'nimkhanis and Rijpoots.—The Koyfcri branch of tho family of SabhoO 
a' t/ius sup Priority.—Ba.s»h Sing of Koybri murders tis own son,—Tho Larkhanis. 
Revenues of Shekhavati ... ... ... ... ••• ... 340 

CHAPTER \MII.—Reductions.—Statistics of Amber.—B^undar'es.—Extent.—-Population 
Number of town/hips —-Classification of inhabitants.—Soil.—Husbandry.—Products. 

Rcvenues.—Foreign Army.— The fendul levies ... ... ... ... 351 


ANNALS OF HARAYATI, 


BOONDI. 

CHAPTER Haravafci defino k—1 abuloas origin of the Agnkula fae -s.-—M mat Aboo. 
The Chohans obtain Maoar&ti, Goloonda, an i tho Konkaa.—Found Ajraore.— Ajipal. 
Mamk Rae.—First Islamite invasion.—4j®ero taken. —Sawibhur founded ; its salt 
lake. — Offspring of Maude R*e.—E<tabli$hmc!i/J in Rijpoofcaaa.—Ountests w M the 
Mahomed n/ -Beelundoo of Ajmoro ; Goga Ghohaa of Mehora ,* both slain by 
Matitnoad.— Bjcsuldoo Geuofftlis mno of the Rajpoot nations ; his peri/d fixed ; hifl 
column, at Delhi ; his Alliances.—Origin ot tn-’ Hr/’a trine,—Anuraj obtains Asi. 
Di'h'a.sHi'saed.—Iahcpal obtains Aser.—Rao Hatnir.—R io Ghund slain.—Aser token by 
Al’a-o-din.—Prince Rainsi escapes to Ghestord,; sottlee at Bhynarcr, in Mewp-tv--Ilia 
son KM urn declare i lord of the Vathar % 
v rJAPT ,r Pi il.—Ruoapiiubtiott of Ui* Kara princ e from tho fouauor Anr.raj to Hae 
Dewa.—ft'a croo.fea Booudi.—M ^jsooto of t"ho Oosarras.—Dovya abdicates.—Oeromony 
of Yiytraj, ot ahdio Aion.*^$tto<ifdcd ^c^mavai. -K-xiwiids big avaj caMo. 
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Chutabub—Masparre of the lvotah Bails.—Origin of Kotah.—Kapooyi succeeds.Page; 
Feud with the Sdank of Tbooda.— Assassination of ftnponji—Singular Sati. 
Hamoo sucecds.—The Rami asserts his right ov< r the Pathar.— Hamo' demurs, 
defies, and attacks him.—Anecdote. — Birsing,—Biroo.—Rao Bmiic.— Famine. 
Anecdote.—Bando expelled by his brothers ; converts to MahmuodaniMu. 
Narayndas puts hi sunclc to death, and recoveis his patrimony —A nee ’• tvs ><}' 
FTnrayndas.—Aids the Rana of Cheetorc.—Gains a victory,—Espouses the niece 
<*f Rana Raemull.— His passion for opium.—Death.— Rao Sot njmul. --Marries 
a piincess of Cheetorc.—Fatal result.— Aihara , or spring-hunt.—Assassiimti* n 
of the Rao. - His revenge.—Two-fold sati.—Rao Sot rtnn.—His cruelty, dep r *a\. 
fl nd ^ an ifthment.—Rno Arjoon elected.—Romantic death.—Kao Soorjun accede* 37t> 
UIIAFTER III.—Rao Soorjun obtains Rinthnmbor.—Is besieged by Akber.—Ttio 
Boondi prince surrenders the castle.—Becomes vassal of the empire.—Magna¬ 
nimous sacrifice of Sawunt Kara. — Akber bestows the title of Rao Raja on the 
Kara prince—He is sent to reduce Goudwana.— His success and honours.—Rao 
Bhoj succeeds.—Akber reduces Guzzerat.—Gallant conduct of the Haras at 
^urat and Ahmednuggur.— Amazonian hand.—Disgrace of Rao Bhoj.—Cause of 
Akber s death.— Rao Ruttun.—Rebellion against the emperor Jehangir.—The 
Mara Prince defeats the rebels.-^Partirion of Harmiti.—Madhu Sing v htaina 
Kotah.—Rao Ruttun slain.—His heir Gopinath killed.—Par:ition of fiefs in 
Jl&routi.—Rno Chutter Sal succeeds.- Appointed governor « f Agra—Services 
m the Dukhan.—Escalades Doulutabad.—Calberga,—-Damounee.—Civil wav 
amongst the son3 of Shah Jehan.—Character of Arungzabe by the Booudi prince. 
Fidelity of the Kara princes.—Battles of Oojein and Dholnir.—Heroic valour 
ot Chutter Sal.—Is slain, with twelve princes of llara blood.—Rao Bhao 
Buccoeds.—Boondi invaded.—Imperialists defeated.- -Rao Bliao restored to 
favour.-Appointed to Arnngahad.-Succeeded by Rao Anumd.—Appointed to 
Lahore.—Ills Je«th.--Roo B'o lh. Battle of Jnjow.-The Horn prince, of 

jv'' a ! A " d B>on* o, n ,ose Uo each other.-Kntali prince slain.—Gallantry of 
Rao Boodh.—Obtains tne Victory for Buha.lonr Shall.—Fidelity of the nl , 1 : 
prince Compelled to fly.-Feud with the p.ineo of aX,- ft 
Ambitious views of Amber-—Us political oopdition —Treachery of Amber 
Desperate conflict.—Rao B odl, driven from Boondi.-Bo'nndi Sory cur Sd 
B#o i lc ' 0,ih d,es ,n exile.—His sons . J curtailed. 

CHAPTER IV.— Rao Omeda defeats the troops of Amber.—Gmiflict at Dublann' 
Omeda defeated and obbged to fly.—Death of H.inja, bis steed.—Takes ref,mo 
midst the rums of the Chumbul.—Redeems his capital.—Is attain expelled 
trom it— Interview with the widow of his fatln r ; she solicits and from II,dear 
n m r !r a n Omeda.—The Ambor prince forced to acknowledge the claims of 
Of f. l9 ., reco 7® r ? B ondi.—Suicide of the Amber prince.-.First alienation 
p ‘ 11 . *-o *. e Mahrattas. Madhu Sing <f Amber asserts supermaev , vor 

cr l, ^»y« of tributary demands there-,n.-Zalim Sing.- -Mahratta en- 
oaclimonts. Omedals revenge on the chief of Irtdurgmh ; i's cause and 
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coiiHA wc viiiol in inumgurn ; cause ana 

• lat ion f a A e --’~' 0medft al,dlc(lW <»—'Ceremony „f Yugmi, or abdicate n.- f natal- 
°‘.Ajit—Umeda becomes a pilgiim ; Ris wanderings j cause of their 
iiiiQrrunr.inn - a .-ir __ »l . i>. . r . . ° . 


^nuption.-Ajit aa.sa^siuntes the Uaui 
Siim^T" death of A jit.—FulfiUnei 


of Mowar.- Memorable Sati impre- 
-j... Julfllnieufc of ancient prophecy.—Rno Bishcti 
.mil UCC r d8 - 0m ^^ distrust of hi = grandson ; their voc.ivhir.uon.- 
aii.-' A 8 Geath. — fititiCn army retreats i g&nrnri* aided by Bnondi;- 

of the English.—Benefits conferred Boondi.—Bishen Siug dies 

l &e cholera morh * rite <*£ eh j constituted the 

author guardi. ' a Baja Ram Sing 
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Ti.RVI.—S eparation of Kofah from* Boondi.—Ti e ivotcah Bhiis.— Madhu 
r In 8» fi'sc prince <d Kot&h.- its division iul ,k ' fieftp—The M:\dhnri.—-Raja 
A1'*kin i.—Instance ti dev.oti n.— IFe i ■ ■ ! iin with t\ ar hrotL.«rs —Juggtjl Bing, 
t aim tSing.—-Is »lepoaod.—Kiflhore Sing.—is slain at Arem Law prim 
A«nu.ure set aside.—Ram Sing.—La slain Jajow.— 1'ijstm Sing,- -Olnilu ;i? . 
of th,o Bhila - Hio powiv is annihilated by Raja Lheeru.*—Omnt tribe* 
ef the claurne of Ke%eh ■thereon.-»Rnia Bncem attdgks tho Stee-iu-o#** 
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<to)k, nod is slain—Character of Raja Bh'ecmfc—Tlis enmity to 'Boandi-Tage 
Anecdote. —Title of Maha Rao bestowed on Rnja Bheem.—Rno Arjnon.— Civil 
contest for succession.—Sinn) Sing slain. — Slnbnrao Doorjun Sal. first irrup¬ 
tion o£ tho Muhrattas.—League against Kotah, which is beseieed—Defended 
bv Hirnmut Sing Jhala.— Zalina Sing born—Siege raised.— Kotali becomes 
tributary to the Mabrattas.- Death of Doorjun Sal.—His character.—His 
hunting expedition*. — f 1 is queens — Bravery of the Jhala chief.—Orner ox 
occasion restored. — Mabarao A j it .• —Rno (Jhutteraal. Mad bo Sing of Amber 
claims supremacy over the Hnra princes, and invades JJarouti.—Bnttm ox 
Butwarro.— Znlim Sing Jhala. — Tho Haras gain a victory.— .1 light or the 
Amber army, and capture of the ‘‘five-coloured banner.” Tributary claims on 
Kot' h renounced. —Death of Chuttoreal ... ... *•* . ••• 

CO fcPTEF. VII.—Maha Kao Goman Sing.—Znlim Sing.— His binh, ancestry, and 
nrogreae to power—Office of Foujdar becomes hereditary in his family. His 
office and estate resumed by Goman Sing.-He abandons Kotah-Proceeds to 
Mewar.—Performs services to the liana, and receives the title of Raj binm- t 
and estates.— Serves against the Muhrattas.—Is w ended and made prisoner. 
Returns to Kotah.— Mali rat ta invasion.—Storm of Bnkneiiie. Its g onous 
defence. — Sacrifice of a ol an.—Garrison of Suluet destroyed.—Zalina bing em¬ 
ployed.— His successful negotiation—Restoration to power—Rao Goman con- 
etitotog Zalim guardian of his son Omed Sing, who |?P roc . * irne ** 1 */ ca ~ 

dour, or ‘raid of accession.’—Capture of Kaitwam —Difficulties of the Protes¬ 
tor's situation.—Cabal against his power.-Destruction of the conspirators. 
Exile of the nobles.—Sequestration of estates.—Cor.-piracy of Athoon—Pre¬ 
datory lands. Atboon surrenders, Exile of the Hara n^be*—Curtailment 
of the feudal interest ,-Co.isp.racy of Mosain.-Plnn for the destruction of 
the Regent and family.-Mosnin chief takes sanctuary in the temple.-Is 
dragged forth and slain.-Maharao’e brothers implicated in the plot -Their 
incarceration and death—Numerous projects against the life of tho Reg . 
bv-niaio conspiracy.—How defeated.—The Regent’s precautions ... 

CnPTBK VIII.—Znlim regarded as a legislator.—His political views rn.MWJj. 
JCotah sacrificed thereto— iiis tyranny.—Uis superstition.— Makes a tom of 
his dominions— Establishes a pennnnent camp.—TraniR an army,— AdoptB 
European arms and discipline.—Revises the revenue system cf Haraouu. the 
pJtJ svstem described. — Council -f Four-Extent of jurisdiction. The 
«o/m)V»aesorihed.— Their, utility in the old farming system of India Patels 
uminttbeirhafluence.— -Depression of the peasantry.-Patels circumvented, ira- 

• i frnort_ pvHtcm dcBtrovod.—Return to the old 8}Btecn. 

ftloral 11 estimation of the peasant ol Rajpootann.-Modes of realizing the land- 

CIIAPTFP 6 vTlT-FanffiJ^”?steyo/ZaC'Tng— Extent to which it has been 
cairied.-its 'prosperity fallacious and transitory—Details of the system. 
g 0 j| 0 f Koial — The Regent introduces foreign ploughs.—Aiea cultivated. 

RV produce.— Value. — Grain pite-Pricefc in plenty and amme-Zal.m 
flf;, b one year grain to the amount of a million sterling—Monopdy—The 
Tm J. or now tax on exported grain-Thc or tax-ga.hever.-Irapohcy 

of this tax.—Gross revenue of Kotah.—Opium monopoly — 1 ax oil widow.. 

On the mendicant.—Goprd-tax.—Broom-tox.—The Regent detested by the 
bards Province of Kotah at tills period, and at assumption of tho govern¬ 
ment contrasted. — Question as to the moral result of his improvements ... 

onla r n T polioml svslem of the Regent—His foreign policy—Uis 
CHAPIER system ™ _ His fire, connexion with tho English 

pre-eminent infl«n« ,D conduct and death of the Hara 

Coveriiinetif.^ Monson a retrwt. . _ in ,., lveg hil0 wi , h Bnlotr -Ilolcar 

chief of Ooe^b-Aid given y tbe xc |||e capila) ._singu!av interview 

and the Pindarri chiefs, - Chat (iotemt.e anecdotes,.^ahm* ■>**■?'• policy 
Kio do.n^rie noliev.—Ohamoter of Malmrao n.ned 

Jowordfl 

Path an, \jifvutu * «■.»»»** 

M^ur. bKhan, mnmundor of tbe To rces 
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.nd tho Pindarri cluefs. - Ota. scter.sttc aneclotes.-Zalim’s «»• P°J 
ti» domestic policy. —Cham ter of Maharao Omed Stug.-Zsli » «<>} 
awards him. Choice of in.mt ers. -B.aben Sing 

U Ciroumvailati-n of Kotah—Foundation 0 f the city J»* ,m » ... 
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X.—Tho Raj.poot States invited to an aHian«o with the British Pago.' 
Government.—Znlim Sing the first to accept it.—Marquis Hastings sends an 
agont to his court.—Confederation against the Piniarris. - The Regent’s con¬ 
duct during tlie war—Approbation and reward of his servicos. - Peaco through¬ 
out India. — Death of Maharao Omed Sing.—Treaty and supplemental articles. 

S -ns of Maharao Omed Sing.— Their characters. —Sene of the Regent. —Slate 
of parties.-The Regent leaves the Ch iom for. Kotah.—He proclaims Kishoro 
Sing ns successor of the late prince.-His letter to the British agent, who 
repairs to Kotah. — Dangorous illness of the Regent. - Plots to overturn the 
or der of succession.—The Regent's ignorance thereof. - Intricate position of 
the British Government.—Arguments in defence of the supplemental articles. 
Recognition of all rulers de fclcto the basis of our treaties. — Kishore Sing 
refuses to acknowledge the supplemental articles -Consequences.—The 
Regent bhckades the Prince, and demands the surrender of his son Gcrdliun- 
das,—The Maharao breaks through the blockade.-The British agent inter¬ 
poses.—Surrender arid exile of Gordhun-daa. - Reconciliation ofuhe Maharao 
mi le Be & en R—Coronation of tho Maharao. —Mutual 'covenants executed. 

prohibits dind throughout K-tah —Reflections ' ... ... 4S9 

n , ^ XI ’““. Bauis hmeiit of Gordhun-das, tho natural son of fcho R^ent—His re¬ 

appearance in Malwa.—Consequent renewal of dissensions at Kotah—The troops 
MawLT r Jf ; l,1 /^ 0 ^ Maharao -- Th c» R^ireut :assaiilts the castle.—Flight of tho 
R " rr 11 f n k‘ u ky- R 6cop f' orl at Boo ml i.—Tho Maharno’s second ‘brother i» >i . t .lie 

I, 1 t> attempt to join the .''aharao frustrated.—The M 'liavno 

G 0 r ?h„“°?' 1, ~? 0n0ra . 1 ®y m P* th y for him.—Ho arrives at Bimlrabun.—Intrigues of 
JiiTa !!' ,t a ." d 9up . erl0 £ "••‘tivcofflcora of the British Government, who deceive tho 
bt2 _ H ; r , K ;!a, * a , t lhc hw **« of a force.—Summons tho Haras to his 
in*^du7l H nf ?h»*wf S, ~t U HEi em a? t ; 1 arti0 '° of th0 treatv oon ddored.—lbnbarrns 
BriL«h*StL f * . Ru f CQ t-r Tho M»fc*rno refuses all modioti u..—His ultimatum 
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caliu ed-The Fars Th '' W? 1 . “tag—Singular comhat -Amnesty pro- 

ten>ide Crishna in LwwT-NeLoUat on for **«**»«-"Tfeo JUharao retdreUottw 
Reflections on these civil wars.-Charaoter and SeaThTzalfm sSf” 7 tormiuatioa ; m 

CHAPTER t n , P ER SONAL NARRATIVE. 

temnla UT ° frd S the va,lo y of Oodipoor.-Lake of KI ( vrodfl._Ancicut 

w th th , MandesWa '--BI>«rtewar.-It a Jain lomptcs.-Khy <ia -Com e do] 
S£, rr y ;'^ W3 of Nowar—Exploits of sfngrom Sin, 
Singrim!!!oS~ da -TP 1 " °™ predicament of Jey Sing, tho adopted heir o£ 
Tlio° ntriicnlh. ? C Wlt 1 w l ll !i 1 £° ll0 S 0,lau,, i's are managed in tho East, 

tion.—fleentlh r econoni / of . M.vrodn.—Precarious nature of sugareultiun- 
and d/ m nrii., 1 l \i • proportion of laud alienated a3 religions grants.—. Heontnh 

Performed fk 6 j ^dished 6ti church-lauds.—Mandhata Raja.—Traditions of him. 
a pillar-T h'°i ? l> ant of Mynar to the Rishis.-Grmit inamho.! mi 

Mu /ar'htv 01 °L 1 gainst tho Mahrattoa.—Moi wun, houndm v of tho 
rcsiiQnnr 01 ^‘ Reflections on that state.—Tho author’s policy during his official 
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f rom U |h!' ,T h ° oMsf . of Hesutah.—Difllcnlty of arranging the separation of.lkontah 
H{g hI k fn Anomalous character of its present chief, Maun Sin",' , »! :.v nt. 

1 V ‘ To, “ T ' | n kX -Origin ot the Doodea family 
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of Kawnt °f Notharra.—Origin u the Doodea family — Adventure 

which hn 1 ^ng—Hia son, Cha Mrabhau, and R.na Raj.—Extraordinary umum-v in 
^ ^squired Lawah.—Decline of the family.—Form of d« ed of ivuvoyanco of 


-Atrocio 


lunf]« £ U.. . . - ^. 

Raht , r L ni ^ ord P^amount.-Addresa of* Maun Sing. 

OUAPT'i, p rr rr? y, '~ itH feingulur sequel 

, *. /JR—Morwun.r—The solitude of this fine dirudefc.—Caused 1: 
nr lu U * r tuerc ® r a T ics. —Impolicy of our cendurt towards the ftiahratt 
Mprwun. — Tradit;- n of the round.*tion and d^tructimi of tho an 
. viipimns.— Jain temple. —Orame.— Attack by a tiger.-- Sudden dn 
' Destructive frost.— Legend of a kin 1 pie of M ma dtiva. — Impfu 


R'i. tress of tho peasantry 
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the M ah rati as 

••—Antiquities 

rot cir>L—tna. 
of Ui# wiin- 

, — , - nt inscription, 

—Graf itude i f the pc- jdr to the aTth'-r.—NT kr.omp.—t >p. 
-Mnrl ih.—Tuhiildud by Clia> nns— Hercptinri of tho Aulh >r. 
Gharuni-.— Its .origin.—Tiadit.ional account of the hoF!>- 
Mewar,—deq recafcibn of s«$w.—-The fhwda s } or ^rav&ns. 
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/immunity frdm plunder and ex tor at ion. — ^eembaira —Ranikhaira.—Indignity^ 
nitted bya scavenger of Laisrawun.—Sentence upon tho culprit.—Tablet to a 
ifllpi .—Reception at Neembaira 
CHAPTER IV.— The Patl.ar or Table-land of Central India.—View from thence.—Pro¬ 
ject of a Canal. — Its advantages to Mewar.— Utility of further works to the people. 
Traces of superstition in the Pathar . — Templo of Sookhdoo. Ibo DyU-ca-har , or 
« Giant’s bone.’—The Viva- jhamp . or ‘ Warrior’s Leap— Proprietorship of the Pathar. 

Its products. — The poppy. — Pernicious ©fleets of its increased cultivation. Account 
of tiio introduction and mode of culture of opium. —Original spot of its cultivation. 

TIi?: manufacture of opium kept pace with the depopulation of Me war. Process of 
cultivation, and of manufacture.—Its fluctuation of price. Adulterated opium of 
Khantul.—Evil consequences of the use of opium.— Duty of the paramount power to 
restrict the culture.—i ratticabilily of such a measure. — Distribution of crops. Im¬ 
policy of the R:itish Government in respect to the opium monopoly ... ... 641 

CHAPTER V.—Dhan - war. —Ruttungurh Khoyri.—Colony of Charuns. Little Att< a. 
Inbcription at Parngurh.—DOOngur Sing.—Seo Sing.—Law of adoption.— Kala- Moph. 
Ornedno >ra aud its chief.—Singolli.—Temple of Bhavam.— 1 Tablet of Rano Mokul. 
Traditionary tales of tho Haras.—Aloo Kara of l]umao°a. Dangormow. Singular 
effects produced by the son on the atmosphere of tho Pathar ... 

CHAPTER VI.—Bh\ • u?h—Cairn of a Rajpoot.—Ragonaih bing of Bhvnsror. 

( ', age forced by the Chumbul through the Plateau, Crigia 

and ervmologv of Bhynsror, -Charuns, the carriers of Rajwa.ra -The young chief of 
Mehwo becomes the champion of Me^ar.-Avenpes the Ran, s feud with Jessulmer, 
and , btains Bhynsror.—Tragical death of his T hakoorani, niece of the Rana. He is 
banished .--The Pramar chiefs of Bbynsror.-Cause of their expulsion.—Lall Smg 
Choudawut obtains Bhy nsror.— Assassinates bis friend the Rana s uncles.-Mauu 
Siug, his son, succeeds.—Is takui prisoner.—Singular escape.--Rellccticns on the 
police of tho British govern nent towards these people.—Antiquities and inscriptions 
at Bhvnsror — Dabi — View from the pass at Naeai ah. Rajpoot cairns. Tomb of a 
bard.—Sentiments of tho people on tho effects of our interference.-Thdr gratitude. 
Cairn of n Phalli chief-Kurripur.-Depopulated tt ate of tho country.—Inscriptions 
at Hontra.—Bhil temple.—Ruins.-The Hull festival.—Kotah, its appearance ••• 

CHAPTER VU.-Unhealthinees of the season at Kotah.—Eventful character ot tno 
period of the author’s residcnco there—The cuckoo.—Description of the encamp, 
ment.— Cenotaphs of the Haras.-Severe tax upon the curiosity of travellers m 
Kotah, — Ghneral insalubrity of Kotnh. — VVeUs Infected. Productive of reyer. 
Taking 1- avc of the Maharao and Regent.— Tho Regent s sorrow.—Cross the Chumbul. 
S elephant. — Kunarie.—Regenva • i e^tc.-Naudta. -Autlu.r e r 

tion I,.' Mttuhu Pinic —Rajiont music. The Pnnjahl tKppa.-Soene of tho eariy re- 
ori.itiii.s i Zalira Bing.— Talera.— iloagong.— Approach of tho Rajah Bo °“ 
SilemlMirof tin r,..te<je.— Uoondi.— 1 Tho castellated palace, or Bvonai-ea-mahl —Visit 
to the Rajah-—Illness of our party.—Quit Boomh.—Cenotaphs Ju'mA 

Pitoor.—'I'he tutelary deity A supurna— Templo of Bhayant—Banks of the Maij. 
Timuch.— Inscriptions. —Jebajpur.—Respectable suite ot ihe Bnssie chief ••• 

CHAPTER v H — Extraordinary attack of illness in tho author. Suspicion of poison. 
j,„ irn ,v t, 'Unde ,m h.—Tho Kirar .— Tranquil state in the route.— 8ak*vn ,or ecclesias¬ 
tical lands -Oa.ule of A mergurb,—KaelwWra.— Its ancient importance.—Our true 
, A v with regard to tl*e feudatories in theso parts.—Daramoh—Manpura. Signs o 
■, vi.'i'ng 1 .■ rpcritv —Arrval at Mandelgurh.-Tho Dwsrro -SicknOBS of the party 
1, ; ir hind.— "A.' 3 cinbly ,f the Bhomiaa and Patels.-Doscriptton of Mandelgurh. 
Rebuilt l.y one of thoTakshac race.-i,'•send of Maudclgu ■h—Genealog.cal tablet 
i stone.—Bedigresa of the triber.-Mandelgurh granted to the Rahtoree by Amug, 

z be_R .. cored b- tho Rana.—Tuxes imposed.- Lan.-h grants.- Bagcet.—The 

an, linr n*.b» Hr* pa:ty.-Bir. 4 abas.-Ak> lah.- Dew ation of tho country, -!m>- 
th.n“. — Ibt a)irg nli :’• .i uoh. —Superb a,yv-Ml..^.-Testimony of gralrtude 

from the e|i|«.< of Po -rh— Thriving state of AB mlee t— Xasmy.-AmjbmUos.— l-tt,- 
om, |. .v • Ja .--mob.—Waste count, y.-lnaoriptiony—Copper nnnes.-Sun-war.-t n- 
...l orir int'd Jijin i ion of ilirpe .Ivors,—Temple ot Parswttnath—Deserted i «tato 

. lee. --Bai ten country Hunting-seat of Hallra- 
.. lfl - Uo iT us of cl Tooe and MaH’ta.—End of second journey ... . 

. r.Vu IX - ; i he pvi hor obliged to take a jopmey to Boondi.— Cause of the jonrne}s 

- U d«»th»r i he Ih.oRaj who left his son to the author’s eaw.-rhe^ ^ 

> Vbne, nr -ita ravages.— Curions expedient to exclude it f,0lU A:,\ v8 ,,.p. 

11m.ii •. - .viathcr —IXftth of the author’s elephant.—P«non*. ^ form er. 

f:, iitify.n.i,. n ot ihi author.— Si aloof t! o town contrasted 'A'— TeiiajpcOV' 

r .pdi'P*' on •ts'fiir Its further improvement,—Befleetionson its l““- 
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Acuities of the road.—Arrival'afe Boondi.—Tho aspeot of the Court.—Interview Page, 
with the youi g Ra'o Raja,—Attentions paid to the author ... ... 5^9 

CHAPTER X. —Oeromony of Raj-tilac , or inauguration.—Personal qualities of tho Rao 
Raja and his brothers.—The installation.—The tilac first made the author as re¬ 
presentative of the British government,—Ceremonies.—Message from the queen- 
mother.—Bulwimt Rao, of Goterah.—The Bobora, or chief minister.—Power and dis¬ 
position of these two officers.—Arrangements made by the author.—Interview and 
conversation with the Rani.—Litoraiy and ^historical researhes of the author.—Re¬ 
venues of Boundi:—Its prospects*—Deo urture tor Kotah.—Condition of tho junior,., 
branches of tho Haras.—Rowtah*—Grand hunts in Harouti ... ... 594 

CHAPTER XI.—Pass of Mokundmra.—View froi - ihe summit of the pass into Puchoil. 
Clarks set up by the Bunjanis.—Monastery of / ettets,or Jogi a .—Their savage aspect. 

Tho uuthor elected a chela .—The head of the establishment.—His legened of tho ori¬ 
gin of tho ej ithat Seescdia.— The grand temple of Barolli.—Conjecture as to its 
rounder.—Barolli ... ... ... ... » ... ... qqi 

CHAPTER XII—The chcolis, or whirl} ools of tho Chumbul.—Grandeur of the 6 cene. 
Description of the falls and rocks of tho Chumbul in this part.—Tho remarkablo 
narrowness of its bod.—The roris, or stoues found in the whirlpools.—Visit to 
Canga-bhova.—Its magnificent temple and shriiJfeB.—The details cf their architecture. 

The main temple more modern than t he shrines around it.—Dilapidation of these lino 
f pccimens of art.—Effects of vegetation.—The gigantic amervela .— Naoli.— T'A^yi ca- 
coond, or fountain of tho snake-king.—Fragments of sculnt’urc,—Mausoleum of 
Je&wunt Rao Holcar.-- Holcar’a horse.—His elephant.- -'Bnanpura,—Tranquillity 
and prosperity of these paits.—Gurroto.—Traces of k'^g Satul Tatul, of the 01 a of 
t' o Pandus.—Agates and cornelians.—The caves of Dhoomnar. — Description of the 
caves and temples.—Explanation of the figure^* Jaiu symbols on ono side of the 
p R l ' a hmin on tho other.—Statues of the Jn u } Pontiffs.—Bhoem'.i bazaar ... 610 
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CHAPTER I. 

The various etymons of Mar war.—Authorities for its early history*—Pali 
genealogical roll.-—The Rahtore race, who i vended from the 

Yavan kings cf Parlipur.—Second Roll.—Nayn Pai.—His dale. — Con - 
givers Oanouj . — Utility of Rajpoot genealogies.—The Surya PraJcas, or 
poetic chronicle of the bard Kuriudhcin.—The Raj JRoopa A/cheat, or 
chronicle of Ajit Sing's minority and reign.—The B&iy Vulas.— The 
Kheai, a biographical treatise.—Other sources.—The"' Yavanas and 
Aswas or Indo-Scythic tribes.- The thirteen Rahtore families bearing 
the epithet Camdhnj. —Raja Jeichund , king of Canouj.—The extent and 
splendour of that state before the Mahometan conquest of India.— His 
immense array— Title of Mandalica . —Divine honours paid to him.—* 
RUe of Soenair undertaken by Jeichuml—Its failure and con , guences. - 
Mate of India at that period.—The four great Hindu monarchies.—Dd - 
in,—Oanow.—Mewar.—Arihulwarra.^3Jiabivdin, king of Gor invades 
India.'—Overcomes the Ghohan king of Delhi.—Attach Cancivj.—Des¬ 
truction of that monarchy after seven centuries duration.—Death of Jet 
cjiund.—Date of this event. 

JUTARWAR is a corruption ot‘ Maroo-war } classically Maroord idio i. 

^ Maroosthan, 'the region of death/ It is also called Maroo-desa f 

w ience the unintelligible Mardes ot the early Mahomed an writers. The 
kards frequently style it Mtirdhur> which is synonymous whh Moreo-desa, a, 
t7 " Gn lt; suits their rhyme, simply Maroo* Though now restricted to tiro 
country subject to the Rahtore race, its ancient and appropriate application 
comprehended the entire ‘deserts/ from the Sutlej to the ocean. 

^ A concise genealogical sketch of the Rahtorc rulers of Marwai lias already 
j ,ee . u given ;* we shall therefore briefly pass over i; hose times ‘when t goi e i- 
°gical tree Would strike root in any soil: when the ambition of the Rahtore^ 
branches (sachoe) spread rapidly over 'the region of death,' wes easily 
gratified with a solar pedigree. As it is desirable, however, to r curd their 
opinions regarding their origin, we shall make extracts from the hbropi- 
^lc,s (hereafter enumerated), instead of fusing the whole into one mass, us in 
he Annals of Me war. The reader will occasionally b ' presented with sim* 
Pic translations of whatever is most interesting ii r he Rahtore records. 


See Voll.p.83, 
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^^^k/ob us begiu with a statement of the author’s authorities ; firSfcr # 
i ^genealogical roll of the Rahtores, furnished by a Yati. or Jain priest, from 
the temple of Nadolayc.* This roll is about fifty feet in length, commencing 
as usual, with a theogony, followed by the production of the first Rahtore 
from the spine (Wit) of Indra,’ the nominal father being “Yavanaswa, prince 
of Pariipur.” Of the topography of Parlipur, the Rahtores have no other 
notion than that it was in the north; but in the declared race of their pro¬ 
genitor, a Yavcin prince, of the Aswa or Asi tribe, T we have a proof of the 
Scythic origin of this Rajpoot family. 

The chronicle proceeds with the foundation of Kanya-eubja,{ or Canouj, 
•and the origin ot Cama-dhwaja.§ Uulgo Camdhuj), the titular appellation of 
its princes, and concludes with the thirteen great saeha, or ramifications of 
■the Rahtores, and their Qttird-acharya, or genealogical creed.J 

Another roll, of considerable antiquity, commences in the fabulous age, 
with a long string of names, without facts; its sole value consists in the es¬ 
teem in which the tribe holds it. We may omit all that precedes Nayn Pal, 
who, in the year S. 526 (A. D. 470H), conquered Canouj, slaying its monarch 
Ajipai • from which period the race was termed Canoujea Rahtore. The 
genealogy proceeds to Jeychund, the last monarch of Canouj; relates the 
emigration of his nephew Seoji, or Sevaji, and his establishment in the desert 
(Maroowar), with a handful of his brethren (a wreck of the mighty kingdom 
of Canouj) : and terminates with the death of Raja Jcswunt Sing, in S. 1735 
(A. D. 1679), describing every branch and scion, until we sec them spreading 

«over Maroo. . . , . 

Genealogy ceases to be an uninteresting pursuit, when it enables us to 
mark the progress of animal vegetation, from the germ to the complete 
■development of the tree, until the land is overshadowed with its branches ; 
and bare us is the chronicle to the moralist or historian, it exhibits to the 
observer of the powers of the animal economy, data, which the annals of no 
other people on earth can furnish. In A. D. 1193, wo see the throne o£ 
Jeychund overturned ; his nephew, with a handful of retainers, taking ser- 
tvioe with a petty chieftain in the Indian desert. In less than four centu 
vies, we find the descendants of these exiles of the Ganges occupying nearly 
the whole of the desert; having founded three capitals, studded the land with 
the castica of its feudality, and bringing into the field fifty thousand men, etc 
b' -r> m Ida, ‘the sons of one father,’ to combat the emperor of Delhi. What 
a < V,trust does their unnoticed growth present to that of the Islamite eon- 
querors’of Canouj, of whom five dynasties passed away in ignorance of the 
renovated e dst-mce of the Rahtore, until the ambition of Shore Shah brought 
hitP in':o contact with th descendants of Seoji. whoso valour caused him to 
exclaim “he had nearly lost the crown of. India for a handful of barley, 
in allusion to the poverty of the land ! __• 
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_, .. hat a sensation does it not excite, when we know that a sentiment of 

tfodred pervades every individuals of this imuience^ affiliated body, who can 
point out, in the great tree, the branch of his origin, whilst not or e is too- 
remote from the main stem to forget its pristine connection with-it ! Tho 
moral sympathies created by such a system pass unheeded by the chronicler,, 
who*must deem it futile to describe what all sensibly feel, and which rc: lets- 
bis page, albeit little more than a string of names, one of paramount interest; 
to the ‘sons of Seoji/ 

The third authority is the Sooraj P'rcikas (Swvya Prakasa) f composed by 
tho bard Kurnidhan, during the reign and by command of Raja Abhyo Sing, 
This poetic history, comprised in 7,500 stanzas, was copied from the original 
manuscript, and sent to me by Raja Maun, in tlie year 1820.*’ As usual, the 
kavi (bardj commences with the origin of ail things, tracing the Rah tores 1 
from tho creation down to Soomitra; from whence is a blank until he recom¬ 
mences with the name of Camdhuj, which appears to have been tho title 
assumed by Nayn Pal, on his conquest of Canouj. Although Kurmuhau 
must have taken his facts from the royal records, they correspond very well 
with the roll from Nadolaye. The bard is, however in a great hurry to bring 
the founder of the Rihtores into Marwar, and slurs over the defeat and death 
of Jeichund. Nor does he dwell long, on his descendants, though he enume¬ 
rates them all, and points out the leading events until he reaches the reign of 
Jeswunt Sing, grandfather of Abhye Sing, who “commanded the bard to 
write the S ooraj Protects? 

The next authority is the Raj Roojyac AJcheat , or f the royal relations; 
This work commences with a short account of the fronn their 

cradle at Ayodhya . then takes up Seoji’s migration, and in the same sfcram 
as the preceding work, rapidly passes over all events until the death of Raja 
Jeswunt; but it becomes a perfect chronicle of events during the minority of 
his successor Ajit, his eventful reign, and that of Abhye Sing, to the conclu¬ 
sion of the war against Sirbolund Khan, viceroy of Guzerat. Throwing aside 
the meagre historical introduction, it is professedly a chronicle of the events- 
from S. 1735 (A.D. 1679), to S. 1787 (A.D. 1734), tho period to which the 
Soraj Prakas is brought down, 

A portion of the B eejy Vidas , a poem of 100,000 couplets, also fell into 
my hands ; it chiefly relates to tho reign of the prince whose name it bears-, 
Bee,y Sing, the son of Bukht Sing. It details the civil wars waged bv 
Beejy Sing and his cousin Ram Sing (son of Abhye Sing), and the conse¬ 
quent introduction of the Mahrattas into Marwar. 

From a biographical work named simply Khecit> or c Story\ I obtained 
that portion which relates to the lives of Raja Oodi Sing, the friend of Ahbar 
hi? son Raja Guj, and grandson Jeswunt Sing, These sketches exhibit ir> 
true colours the character of the Rahtorcs. 

Besides these, I caused to be drawn up by an intelligent man, who b:ui 
his life in office at Jodhpoor, a memoir of transitions from the death of 
Ajit Sing, in A.D, 1629, down to the treaty with the English government m 
A.D. 1818. The ancestors of the narrator had filled offices of trust in rhe 
fi tate, and he wa 3 a living chronicle both of the past and piysent. 

From these sources* from conversations. with the reigning sovcimgn, his 
tables, his ambassadors, and subjects, materials were collected ior this sketch 

* Tim manuscript is deposited iu tho library of the Royal Asiatic Society 
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tif tfao^ahtOres,—barren, indeed, of events at first, but redundant of them 
as we advance. 

A genealogical able of the Rahtores is added, shewing the grand offsets, 
whose descendants constitute the feudal frerage of the present day. A glance 
at this table will shew the claims of each house ; and in its present distracted 
condition, owing to civil broils, will enable the paramount power to mediate, 
when necessary, with impartiality, in the conflicting claims of the prince and 
his feudatories. 

We shall not attempt to solve the question, whether the Rah tores are, 
or arc not, ltcncud-vcinsa , ‘Children of the Sun* ; nor shall we dispute either 
he birth or etymon of the first Rahtore (from the raht or spine ol IndraJ, or 
, arch in the north for the kingdom of the nominal father ; but be content to 
‘c nelude that .his celestial interference in the household concerns^of the 
Parlipur prince was invented to cover some disgrace. The name of Yavana , 
wit! 'he adjunct Aswa or Afi, clearly indicates the Indo-Scythic ‘barbarian' 
from L ^ond the Indus. In the genealogy of the Lunar races descended of 
Budici d Ella (Mercury and the Earth — see Table I., Vol. I,), the five, 
sons, of AJ-ASWA are made to people the countries on and beyond the 
Indus ; a;.d in the scanty record, of Alexander’s invasion, mention is made 
of rna-v : . es, a > the Asasena* and Asacani, still dwelling in these regions* 
The period v as fruitful in change to the old established dynasties of the 
Hindu co itinent, when numerous races of barbarians , viz. Huns, Parthians, 
ft: ] Getes, had fixed colonics on her western and northern frontiers, : 

“In S. 526 ( A. D. 470), Nyan Pal obtained Canouj, from which period 
the RaLdor s assumed the title of Oamdhtij, His son was Pudarut,f his 
Poonja, from whom sprung the thirteen great families, bearing the patrony¬ 
mic Camdhuj, viz .: , 

“1st. Lhurma Bhumbo ; his descendants styled Danesra ”afl%dnuj. 

“2d. Bhanooda, who fought the Afghans at K.angra, and founded Abhi- 
pur : hence the A bhipura Camdhuj . , „ 

*‘8d. Viracfaandra. who married the daughter of Hamira Ghohan, o> 
Anhulpur Pattun : he had fourteen sons, who emigrated to the Dekhan ; his 
descendants called Kuppolia Camdhuj . 

“4th. Utnraboejy, who married the daughter of the Pramara prince oi 
'Korahgurh on the Ganges ; —slew 1(5,000 Pramaras, and took possession of 
Korah, whence the Knrah Camahu].% 

“5th. Soojun Binode ; his descendants Jirhhaira Camdhuj. . 

“6th. Pudrna, who conquered Orissa, and also Bogdana, from Raja 
Tejmun Tadu. t , . 

“7th. Aihftr, who took Bengal from the A^adus; hence Aihara Carnant{p 
“8th. Bardeo ; his elder brother offered him in appanage Bennies, anc 
eighty-four townships ; but he perferred founding a city, which he cade 
Puruk our :§hD descendants Paruk Camdhuj. * 

“Oth. Oogra-Prebhoo, who made a pilgrimage to the shrine ot Hingwz 
Ohandcl,!! who, pleased with the severity of his penance, ca used a sword to 

CtPfc© or Jit inscriptions. Appendix No l. Vol. h 
roll j an rrror of ono or other of the atilhontio, i 1 
cribing (Vom the more ancient records. , . i * Y r , ,, ^ , 

% An in: or: |>tion Kivoii In the Transaction* of ( he Royal Asiatic Society t voi. * l • ) 

found at Korah, rotate to a branch of the Canouj faniiJy. 

§ Qii, Pitrknr, towards the Indus ? 
j| on the v. uast of Mekran, 


* Cotum.:. Annals of Mewar 
t ('-uIkI Bharat in fcho Vati’fl roll ; 
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from the fountain, with which he conquered the southern countries 
touching the oceans* his descendants Chandaila Oamdlmj . 

“10th. Mookta-Mun, who conquered possessions in ohe north from Bhan 
Tuar : his descendants Beera Gamdhuj . 

<( llth. JBhurut, at the age of sixty one, conquered Kencksir, under the 
northern hills, from Roodra-sen of the Birgoojur tribe : his descendants 
styled Bhureau Gamdhuj. 

“12th. Allunkul founded Khyroda; fought the Asuras (Moslems) on the 
banks of the Attok; his descendants Khyrodea Gamdhuj . 

“13th. Chand obtained Tarapoor in the north. He married a daughter 
of the Chohan of Hahera^ a city well known to the world: with her he came 
to Benares. 




“And thus the race of Snrya multiplied.” 

’ BhumboJ or Dherma-Bhumbo, sovereign of Canouj, had a son, Ajy- 
Ohund.§ For twenty-one generations they bore the titles of Rao ; afterwards 
that of Raja. Oodichund, Nirpati, Kencksen, Sehes-sal, Megsen, Birbhadra, 
eosen, Bimulsen, Dansen, Mokund, Khoodu, Rajsen, Tirpal, Sree-poonj.i, Bcejy 
^hund,|| his son Jeichund, who became the Naek of Canouj, with the sur¬ 
name Dul Pangla.” 

Nothing is related of the actions of these princes, from the conquest of 
Canouj by the Nayn Pal in A.D. 470, and the establishment of his thirteen 
grandsons in divers countries, until wo reach Jeichund. in whoso person 
VA.1). 1193) terminated the Rahtore sovereignty on the Ganges ; and we have 
only twenty-one names to fill up the space of seven centuries, although the 
it » given! asserts there were twenty-one princes bearing 
the title ot Rao prior to the assumption of that of Raja. But the important 
1 orm ? fcl °& «s omitted as to who was the first to assume this title Thore arc 
n^esin the Yak’s roll that are not in the Sovraj 

f llotved, and one of these, -'Rungut Dhwaj,” is said to have overcome Jcsraj 
- mi, iang ot Delhi, for whose period we have correct data: yet wc cannot in¬ 
corporate the names in the Yati’s roll with that just given inthout vitiating 
each; and as we have no facts, it is useless to perplex ourselves with a ban mi 
geuealogy. But we can assert that it must have been a splendid dynasty, and 

^eir actions, from the conqueror Nayn Pal, to the last prince ; Jeichund, 
v-v ^ e8erv iog of commemoration. That they were commemorated in 
Amtell records, there cannot be a doubt; for the trade of the bardic ohroni 
er3iu India has flourished in all ages. 

Although we have abundant authority to assert the grandeur of the king- 
^ om ot Oanouj**at the period of its extinction, both from the bard Chund and 
y concurrent testimony of Mahomedan authors, yet are we astonished at the 
'inscription of the capital, attested not only by the annals of the Rahtore*, 
u fc by those of their antagonists, theChohans. 

The circumvallation of Canouj covered a space of more than thirty 


v . If we can credit these legends, we see the Rnhtorc t j spreading over all India . 

& l ve those bare facts irrbotim aa some traces may yet remain oi tin* ract-s »n t-hc^e couutncH, 
£ Acity often mentioned byFcrishto, the on<ly times of the Rl.-ihoniodans. 

1 h<aynPaJ must have preceded Dherma-Bhumbo by ti.vo or six generations. 

§ Called Abhe-ohaud, in rhe Boo raj prakas. 

If Also styled Becjy P<U : classically Vijy-pala, ’ Fosterer of Victory, 
fTho Buoraj V-aka^. 

** See itiacriptions of Jeichund, Vijyachund, and Korah, in the 9 th and lith vols d’the 
Hocearchca. « 
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wsc/and its numerous forces obtained for its prince the epithet of 
jranqla,” meaning that the mighty host (Dul) was lame or had a halt in its 
movements owin| to its numbers, of which Ohund observes, that, m the 
march “the van had reached their ground ere the rear had moved off. The 
Sooraj PraJcas gives the amount of this army, which m numbers might 
compete with the most potent which, in ancient or mordern times, was ever 
sent into the field. ‘‘Eighty thousand men in armour ; thirty thousand horse 
covered with pakhur, or quilted mail ; three hundred thousand me or in¬ 
fantry ; and of bow-men and battle-axes two hundred thousand : besides a 
cloud of elephants bearing warriors.” ,,, T , , 

. This immense army was to oppose the Yavana beyond the Indus . for, 
as the chronicle says, ‘‘The king of Gor and Irak crossed the Attock. .there 
“Jey Sing met the conflict, when the Nilab changed its name to SoorL-hab J 
“There was the Ethiopia ( Habsliee) king, and the skilful Frank learned m 

‘‘all arts,i overcome by the lord of G mouj,” , 

The chronicles of the Chohans, the sworn foe of the Rahtores repeat the 
greatness of the monarch of Cunouj, and give him the title of “blandahca. 
Thev affirm ( hat, he overcame the king of the north,§ making eight tributary 
kings prisoners ; that he twice defeated Sidraj, king of Anbulwarra, and ex¬ 
tended his dominions south of the Nerbudda, and that at length in the ful¬ 
ness of his pride, he had divine honours paid him in the rite Soenair. This 
distinction, which involves the most august ceremony, and is held asa virtual 
assumption of universal supremacy, had in all ages been attended with disas¬ 
ter. In the rite of Somair, every office, down u» the scullion of the Ru o- 

rah” or banquet hall, must be performed by royal personages I n°rhad it 

been attempted by any of the dynasties which ruled India since the Pandu . 
not even Vicrama, though he introduced his own era, had the auda¬ 
city to attempt what the Rahdore determined to execute. All India 

was agitated by the accounts of the magnificence of the preparations and 
Ocular invitations wore despatched to every prince, inviting him to 
assist at the pompous ceremony, which was to conclude with the nuptials 
of 3 the raja’s only daughter, who, according to the^customs ofthose days, 
would select her future lord from the assembled chivalry of India. I he 
Chohan. bard described the revelry and magnificence ot the scene : the splen 
dour of the Yug-sata, or ‘hall of sacrifice,’ surpassing all powers of desenp- 
;ioc • in which was assembled all the princes of India, 'save the lord o the 
"Chohans, and Samara of Me war," who, scorning this, assumption of supre¬ 
macy. Jeichund made their effigies in gold assigning to them he most 
aerie posts ; that of the king of the Chohans being Poleah, or ‘porter o the 
hall.’ Prithwiraj, whose life was one successioh of teats ot arms and _ga!Un 


hiill. I. riinwinbi, wnoae me vv 

irr.w a V motive for aotion-lov. m* «"•«£•> 


enjoy both, or perish in the attempt; “to spoil the sacrifice and bear away 
the fair of Canouj from its halls, though beset by all the heroes of Hind. 

_ _ . Y , - . it. _ l-nrl fLo aivf.V-nlllfi nnOkS Of 


SZtSsTS^fom ^e most spirited of the sixty-nine booksH* 
the bard. The Chohan executed his purpose, and, with the elite ot t he wat . 


t X'bo Nit-'ib, or * bloo water,’ the Indus obanjed its name to the ‘Red-stream’ (S eort-tb)’ 

0t that Chuml likewise menUoM tl.c Prank as being to 

A ja, in Mio concjuc 't ^f bis sovereign vj- Jf thu be fcrnu, it - r iast 11 • 

or fugitive bp.u’.l oi* cnwttdors. 

| They lli m sj\ e the kings west of the Indur. 
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tjKi&ffryf Delhi, bore off the princess in open day from Canouj. A desperate 
running-fight of five days took place. To use the words of the bard, 
‘'he preserved his prize ; he gained immortal renown, but he lost the sinews 
of Delhi/* So did Jeiehund those of Can ouj ; and each, who had singly re¬ 
pelled all attacks of the kings, fell in turn a prey to the Ghori Sultan, who 
skilfully availed himself of these international feuds, to make a permanent 
conquest of India, 

We may here briefly describe the state of Hindusthan at this epoch, 
and for centuries previous to the invasions of Mahmoud, 

There were four great kingdoms, viz. 

1st. Delhi, under the Tuars and Chohans ; 

2d. Canouj, under the Rahtores; 

3d. Mewar, under the Ghelotes ; 

4<th. Anhulwarra, under the Chauras and Solankis. 

lo one or other of these states, the numerous petty princes of India paid 
an( J- ^ euc * a * service. The boundary between Delhi and Canouj was 
Re Gali-nadi, or ‘black streamthe Calindi of the Greek geographers. Delhi 
claimed supremacy over all the countries westward to the Indus, embracing 
the lands watered by its arms, from the foot of the Himalaya,—the desert,— 
to the Aravali chain. The Chohan king, successor to the Tuars, enumerated 
° ae rnf'^ rCC * anc * great vassals, many of whom were subordinate princes 

I he power of Canouj extended north to the foot of the snowy mountains 
eastward to Casi (Benares); and across the Chumbul to the lands of theChun- 
Mewar° W Bunc ^ e ^Ikhund) • on the south its possession came in contact with 

? fcwa p’ or Medya-war, tho 'central region,’ was bounded to the north bv 
the Aravali, to the south by the Pramuras of Dhar (dependent on Canouj) 

t k !l tW T rd , by Ani } ulwarra > which state was bounded by the ocean to the 
Indus on the we3t, and the desert to the north, 

a n p. h °J re are r f cords of ? r ? at wars amongst all these princes. The Choham: 
;, n ghelotes, whose dominions were contiguous, were generally allies, and 
1 _ a mores and iuars (predecessors of the Chohans)-who were only divided 
».V tbe Cau-nadi, often dyed it with their blood. Yet this warfare was never 

f i -i^ n i ex * ier M llna ^ n ^ kind ’ ' marriage quenched a feud, and they reinaind 
lends until some new cause of strife arose. 

tW m al 6 ^ e P er * od preceding Mahmoud, the traveller had journeyed 
ad,''" “he courts of Europe, and taken tho line of route, in subsequent 
sLrfT e J byTirn00r ’. b y B y z . aniiu *> through Ghizni (adorned with the 
consf’f n . ')O 0 P e lhi, Canouj, and Anhulwarra, how superior in all that 
titutes civilization would the Rajpoot princes have appeared to him ! - -in 
^measurably so ; in arms by no means inferior. At that epoch, in the 


QVA j All CbJlliia uy HU J UJ.CAAU1 . UllU \ t pOv'Ilj III bl 

for R aS * n eas ^ evei T sta ^ 0 was g°verued on feudal principles. Happi 


iy 


1 ^ ur ope, the democrafcical principle gained admittance, and imparted * 
°taracter to her institutions ; while the third estate of India, indeed of 
-Sxa, remained permanently excluded from all share in the government which 
^pported by its labour, every pursuit but that of arms being deemed ig- 
'^ble. To this cause, and the endless wars which feudality engenders, 
*vainnnf. when attacked by the means at command 


a jpoofc nationality fell a.victim, , 

°* the despotic kings of the north, 
j ’Shabudin king of Ghor, taking advantage of these dissensions, in vaded 
He first encountered Prithwiraj, the Cbohan king of ^elhi, the outwork 
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^p^ralwark of India, which fell. Shabudin then attacked Jeichund,SvT 
was weakened by the previous struggle. Canouj put forth all her strength, > 
but in vain ; and her monarch was the last son ol 1 the 1 avana of Parlipoor, 
who ruled on the banks of the Ganges. He met a death congenial to the 
Hindu, being drowned in the sacred stream in attemptie to escape. 

This event happened in S. 1249 v A.D. 1193 from which period the over¬ 
grown, gorgeous Canouj ceased to be a Hindu city, when the' thirty-six races 
of vassal princes, from the Himalaya to the Vindhya, who served under the 
banners of “Bardai retired to their patrimonial estates. But though 

the Rah tore name ceased to exist on the shores of the Ganges, destiny decreed 
that a scion should be preserved, to produce in a less favoured land a long Imo 
of kings ; that in thirty-one generations, his descendant, Raja Maun, liaj , 
R'.'jesivara,” ‘the king, the lord of kings/ should be us vaiu-glorious of the 
sceotre of Maroo, as either Jeichund when he commanded devjne honours, 
or hissed! more remote ancestors Nayn Pal tourtcen centuries before, when he 
erected his throne in Canouj. The Rahtore may well boast of Jus pedigree, 
when he can trace it through a period of 1300 years, m lineal descent from 
male to male; and contented with this, may leave tothe mystic page of the 
hard, or the interpolated pages of the Puranas ,the period preceding Nayn Pa). 

„ ,, . A( .p, nnl1 ; bard of the host.” from which we are 

lodto ven^dtathi poetic art, as his rival, the Chohan prince of 

Dell) i t 
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CHAPTER II. 


Emigration of Seoji and Saitram, grandsons of Jeiehtvd—Their arrival 
in the Western Desert—Sketch of the tribes inhabiting the desert to the 
'mins at that epoch—Seoji offers his services to the chief of Koloomad — 
Lbey are accepted.—He attacks Lakha Phoolana, the faffed freebooter of 
d,n,°n/ f a ’ Wl r> iS dejeatecl.—Saitram killed.—Seoji marries the S olanki’s 
daughter.-Proceeds bg Anhulioarra on his route to Dtcarica —,1 nain 

c,™° U t.hl n v akha r P, r w . olana > whom he slays in single combat.—Massa- 
I hr !ir —° ^hooffid the Gohils of Kherdhur.—Seoji establishes 

—Birth if 0Jl a Pff n - t - thc mountainers. — Offei' him lands.—Accepted: 
— TtlatlJ % n --^ en ff massacres the Brahmins, and usurps their lands , 

_ ’iv '• Leaves three sons. The elder, Asothma, succeeds 

luc secondSoning, obtains Edur,—Ajmal, the third, conquers Okomun 

son* heads of clans.—Doohur succeeds—Attempts to recover Canon) 
Failure.—Attempts Mundore.-Slain.-Leaves Len sonf.-RaeZlu7- 
ceeels. --Revenges hi* father's death.—Ills thirteen sons q,? p - U 

~SZ TkJt'7’ ~ ltm KM 

I’M >f SB- '7L!'r U ' m "‘’, “’1 °f’ r “■•'xt.-r.oii. 

from the Purihar.—Assaults and obtains Nagorefromtiul^ ^) md ° re 
Captures Nadolecapital of 

lZr f T anCi ° nC dm f- ter > who m wned Lakha Rana of Afewar — 
e-nd th Vl 1 ! l f , ' na 9e-—l'md between InnhxwtA. fourth son of Chonda 
pf J h i, BhaUt fWain of Poogul,-Chanda Cain at Najore-Rao 
Ran^V UO p edS ’T Re, ^ S at Meetore,-Conquers Ajmcre for the 
into de n nS tallZ f S lh o wei d hts <md measures of M arwar, which ho divides 

issue cm? fTT+i 110 -% nww ^ 8 ^ n >—Leaves twenty-four sons, whose 
“Huttfute the present frerage of Uarwar,- Table of clans. 

Canoui liP 1212 >> ci ? hteen l#™ subsequent to the overthrow of 

of their birth , &aibram - godsons of its last>onarch, abandoned tho land 
iournevfid «// » T 1 * U7 ° hun(ired rebaiaer3 > the wreck of their vaosaWe, 


1 1 V mare probability, to carve tneir 1 
n 6 e( * tlm luxuries in which they had been trier., ^ r i. VU v* m uit ur 
P erfcy and sole heritage, the glory of Oanouj, 

fci Au US ra P idI y the geography of ihe tribes over whom it Was des- 

l, ea these emigrants of the Ganges should obtain tho mastery, from the 
l urnna to ihe Indus, and the Garah liver to the Avavali hills. First, on the 
* ^ the OuchwahaC under Milaisi, whose father, Rao rujoon, was killed on 

u> ' p r y ar of Oanonj. Ajmoer, Sambhur. and tho best lauds of the Cholmas, fell 
*puityv to fche Islamite—though the --trong-holds of the Aravali yefc sheltered 
*° n,e > andatVadoIe continued for a century more to be governed by a deav nd 
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Beesuldeo- Mansi, Rana of the Eendoh tribe, a branch of tho Puri- 
bars, still held Mundore, and the various B homias around paid him a feudal 
subjection as the first chief of the desert. Northward, about Nagore, lived 
rhV community of the Mohils fa name now- extinct), whose chief place was 
Aureent, on which depended 1,440 villages. The whole of the tracts now occu¬ 
pied by Bikaneer toBhatnair were partitioned into petty republics of Getes 
or Jits, whose history will hereafter be related. Thence to the Garah river 
the Johyas, Dyas, Cathm, Langahas, and other tribes whose names are now 
obliterated, partly by the sword, partly by conversion to Islamism, The 
Bhattis had for centuries been established within the bounds they still in- 
habit and little expected that this handful of Rahtores was destined to con¬ 
tract them. The Soda princes adjoined the Bhattis south, and the Jharejas 
occupied the valley of the Indus and Cutek, The Solankis intervened be¬ 
tween them arid the Pramaras of Aboo and Chandravati, which completed 
the chain by junction with Nadole. Various chieftains of the more ancient 
races, loading a lif) of fearless independence, acknowledging an occasional 
submission to their more powerful neighbours, were scattered throughout 
this space ; such as the Dabeys of Eedur and Mehwo'; tho Gohils of Kherd- 
1. ;r ; tho,Dooms of Sanckore ; and Sonigurras of Jhalore ; the Mohils of 
Auio nt ; the Sanklas of SindJi, &c ; all of whom have either had their birth* 
rhdi seized by ! the Rahtore, or the few who have survived and yet retain 
them, are enrolled amongst their allodial vassals, 

The first exploit gf Seoji was at Koloomud (twenty miles west of the 
city ofBikaneer, not then in existence), the residence of a chieftain of the 
Solanki tribe- lie received the royal emigrants with kindness, and the latter 
repaid it by the offer of their services to combat his enemy, the Jhareja 
chieftain of Phoolra, well known in all the annals of the period, from the 
Sutlej to the ocean, as Lakha Phoolan*, the most celebrated river of Maroo, 
whoso castle of Phoolra atood amidst the almost inaccessible sand-hills of the 
cD.sert, By this timely succour, the Solanki gained a victory over Lakha, 
but with the loss of Saitram and several of his band. In gratitude for this 
service, the Solanki bestowed upon Seoji his sister in marriage, with an 
ample down" ; and ho continued his route by Anhui warra Patun, where ho 
was hospitably entertained by its prince, to the shrine of Dwarica. It was 
the good fortune of Seoji again to encounter Lakha, whose wandering habits 
had brought him on a foray into the territory of AnhuUvarra, Besides rhe 
love of glory and tho ambition of maintaining the reputation of his race, he 
ha 7 the stimulus of revenge, and thn< of a brother's blood He was success¬ 
ful. though be lost a nephew, slaying Lakha iu single combat, which magnified 
his fame in all these regions, of which Phoolana was the scourge. 

Flushed with success, we hear nothing of the completion of Seoji.’s pilgrim¬ 
age ; but obedient to tho axiom of the Rajpoot, ‘‘get bind/* we Had him on 
the banks of the Looni, exterminating, at a f *ast, the Dabeys of Motnvo,* and 
soon after the Gohils of Kherdhur/t whose chief Mokesidas, fell by the s w0P l 


* Tl.o D^bcy \v<i3 one of tho tliii Ly-srv' royal races : rni 1 1 (his almost the lust 
of Jilit-iv liolciitu/ independent pa'iscssi'm. $eo VoP X. p. 1 l4, Cnbfl* 

1 I" m . hi»t .i-Ui ioy through these regions, i. visited tho chief oi u, °' their 

Bioiv ini-irj it (Xul/aoifX iiwbay 1 fianftcnbed thoir deled ivo ann. 'V ‘V 1 iron, 

ftom : KUcrdhiuy 7 hut iu abaohite i^uyranQti vi^oro it is •’ $ c0 ' 
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'grandson of Jeichund, Hero, in the “land of Kher” amidst the sand¬ 
hills of the Looni, (the salt-river of the desert), from which the Gohib were 
expelled, Seoji planted the standard of the Rahtdres, 

At this period a community of Brahmins held the city and extensive 
lands about Palli from which they Were termed Pallheal ; and being greatly 
harassed by the incursions of the mountaineers, the Mairs and Mcenas, they 
called in the aid of Seoji’s band, which readily undertook and executed the 
task of rescuing the Brahmins from their depredations. Aware that they 
would be renewed, they offered Seoji lands to settle amongst them, which 
wore readily accepted ; and here he had a son by the Solankani, to whom he 
gave the name of Asothama. With her, it is recorded, the suggestion 
originated to make himself lord of Palli *, and it affords another example of* ihe 
disregard of the early Rajpoots for the sacred order, that on the lied’ or 
Saturnalia;’ he found an opportunity to il obtain land ” putting to death the 
heads of this community, and adding the district to his conquest. Seoji 'ont 
uved hr treachery only ^twelve months, leaving his acquisitions as a nucleus 
or further additions to his children. He had three sons. Asothama 
and Ajmal. 

One of the Chronicles asserts [that it was Asothama, the successor of 
oeojg who conquered ,c the land of Khcr’’ from the Gohils. By the same 
species of treachery by which his father attained Palli, he lent hid aid to 
establish his brother Soniug in Eedur. This small 'principality,' on the 
frontiers of Guzerat, then appertained, as did Mehwo to the Dabov race * 
and it was during the maatum, or period of monming'for one of its prince^ 
that the young Rahtore chose to obtain a new settlement. His defendants 
care distinguished as the Hatondia Rah tores. The third brother, Uja, carried 
bis forays as far as the extremity of the Saurashtra penihsula/ where lm 
decapitated Beekumsi, the Chawara chieftain of Okamundala * and establish 
ed himself.. Fromffhisact his branch became known as the “Bail hail and 

the Badhails are still in considerable number in that furthest track of ancient 
Hinduism called the u world’s End.” 

Asothama died, leaving eight sons, who became the heads of clans. vi:< 
- oohur, Jopsi, Khimpsao, -Bhopsoo, Dhandul, Jaitmal, Band nr, and Oohur ; 
1 ^hich, four Doohur, Dhandul, Jaiimal, and Oohur, are yet known. 

Doohur succeeded Asothama. He made an. unsuccessful effort to recover 

^anouj 

’Watered 

-KeerutnaL Bt-hur P.>ornl Jnocrail. Daloo. and isegur, 


and then attempted to wrest 
their lands with his blood.” 
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Ptaepal succeeded, and revenged the death 
^arihar of Mundore, of which he even obtained t 
hac * a progeny of thirteen sops, who rapidly spres 
* e gions. He was succeeded by his son Kanhul, whe 
alhu n ;j 10was succeeded by his son Chado, whe 
heedo. All these carried on a desperate war fa: 
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fea^Jdiiions to his territory from the Deora .and Bctechas. He was succeed¬ 
ed by Siluk or Silko. His issue, the Silkaimt -, now Bhomias, are yet 
numerous both in Mchwo and Rarclurro. Silko was sucoeeled by his son 
fceerunidi-o, who attacked the Johyas of tho north, and feel in battle. His 
descendants, styled B eerumote and B eejawut, from another son Boejo. are 
numerous at Saitroo, Scwanoh, and Daichoo. Bcerumdeo wag succeeded by 
his son Chonda, an important name in the annals of the Rahtores, Hitherto 
they had attracted notice by their valour and their raids, whenever thcro 
was a prospect of success ; but they had so multiplied in eleven generations, 
that they now essayed a higher flight. Collecting all- the branches bearing 
the name of Rahtore, Chonda assaulted Mnndore, slew the Purihar prince, 
and planted the banners of Canouj on tho ancient capital of Maroo 

So fluctuating are the fortunes of the daring Rajpoot^ever courting dis¬ 
cretion and covedng Ihom, ‘ land/ that but a short time before his success, 
Chonda had been expelled from all the land.- acquired by his ancestors, and 
was indebted to the hospitality of a bard of the Charun tribe, at Kaloo j and 
Uioy yet circulate the cavit, or quatrain, made by him when, in„jthe days of 



\uhyi\ 

B hoop bh/o bhy-bhith, WLvndmour ra malea ?” Does not Chanda remember 
11 the porridge of Kalo », now that the lord of the land looks so terrific from 
“ his balcony of Mundawur V’ Once established in Mundore, h9 ventured to 
assault the imperial garrison of Nagore. Here lie was also successful, Thence 
he curried his arms south, and placed his garrison in Nad ole, the capital of 
tho province of Godwar. He married a daughter of the Purihar prince,* who 
had tho satisfaction to see his grandson succeed to the throne of Mundore. 
Chonda was blessed with a progeny of fourteen sons, growing up to manhood 
around him. Their names were Binmull ,+ Sutto Rindhcer, Irinkowal^X 
Poonja, Bheem, Kan a, IJjo, Ramdeo, Beejo, Sehesmul, B&gh, Loombo, 
Seoraj. 

Chonda had also one daughter named I/antcf,, married to Laic ha Rana 
of Me war, whose son was the celebrated Koombho, It was this marriage 
which caused that interference in the affairs of Mewar, which had such fatal 
results to both states.§ 

The feud between his fourth son, Irinkowal, and the Bhattl prince of 
Pongul, being deemed singularly illustrative of the Rajpoot character, has 
been extracted from the annals of Jossulmeer, in another part of this work-1! 
The Rahtore chronicler does not enter into details, but merely states the 
result, ua ultimately involving the death of Chonda—simply that “he was 
slain at Nagore with one thousand Rajpoots C and it is to the chronicles of 
doKsulmcer we uro indebted fi r our knowledge of the manner. Chonda accod, 
od in S, 1438 (A. D, 1382), and was slain in F>. 1465. 

Rinmull succeeded. His mother was of the Gohil tribe. In statur : he 
was almost gigantic, and was the niost athletic of all the athletes f his 


Hr, Wfikj of the AY^do branch .f tho Purtfiara, and his daughtercalled tho “Eor davotni* 

1 Ihu .''..fiondanfes of thosewhocso naniofl nro in i jlica itill exist. 
r "' f. he prince mentioned in tho extraordinary fond related (vnl. 1 p. 601) fmm fchu 

almoGB Incident ally, wo haro frequent synchronism in tho annals of the no 
fltatee. jvnich, however slight, aro of high imort. 
p 229. 
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ft). With the death of Chonda, Nagore was again lost to the Rahiores.- 
Rana Lakha presented Rinmull with the township of Durlo and forty vil¬ 
lages upon his sister’s marriage, when he almost resided at Cheetorc, and was 
considered by the Rana as the first of his chiefs. With the forces of Mewah 
added to his own, under pretence of conveying a daughter to the viceroy of 
Ajrneer, he introduced his adherents into that renowned fortress, the ancient; 
capital of the Chohans, putting the garrison to the sword, and thus restored 
it to Mewar. Khemsi Pancholi, the adviser of this measure, was rewarded 
with a grant of the township of Kautoh, then lately captured from the Kaira- 
Khanis. Rinmull went on a pilgrimage to Gya, and paid the tax exacted for 
all the pilgrims then assembled. 

The bard seldom intrudes the relation of civil affairs into his page, and 
when he does, it is incidentally. It would be folly to suppose that the 
princes of Maroo had no legislative recorders ; but with these the poet had 
no bond of union. He, however, condescends to inform us of an important 
measure of Rao Rinmull, namely, that he equalized the weights and measures 
throughout hi9 dominions, which he devided as at present. The last act of 
Rinmull, in treacherously attempting to usurp the throne of the infan i Rana 
of Mewar, was deservedly punished, and he was slain by the faithful Chonda, 
as related in the annals of that state/' This feud originated the lino of 
demarcation of the two states,* * * § )* and which remained unaltered until recent 
times, when Marwar at length touched the Aravali. Rao Rinmull left 


twonty-four eons, whose issue, and that of his eldest son, Jodn, form tho oreatl 
vassalage of Marwar. For this reason, however barren is a mere catalogue 

the r nf° f Utm0S6 V - alu ° t0 th0S0 who dcsire t0 seo the growth of 
tne Average of such a community.? b 


Namos, Clans. 

1. Joda (succeeded) ... j 0 da. 


Chieftainships or Fiefs. 


2. Kandul. 


( 


Kandulote, con¬ 
quered lands 
in. . 


Bikaneev. 


^ Champa. . Ghampawut 


4. Akhiraj 

had seven sons 
1st. Koompo ••• 


Koompawut 


3- Maodlo. 
G. Patfca • 
Lakha 


Mandlote. 


[ Ahwa, Kaatoh. Palri Hurso- 
la, Rohit, Jawula, Sutlana 
{ Sin gar i. 

Asope, Kuntaleo, Chundawul 
Sirriari, Kbarlo, Hursore, 
Bulioo, Bajoria, Soorpoora, 
Dewureo. 

Soroonda. 


.{ K iSS: § B “ roh ' “" d 


Lakhawut 


* Pago 2o2. 

t Fuge 283. 

X Tt is only by the po /iessiou of each, knowledge, that wo can exercise with. inafioo nvr 
1 ’ght of uuiyeraal arbitration. 

§ Brave soldier®, but, saft in the deep sands, they refuse tu serve except on 
soivrgenciea, 
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10 Kna’no 

11 Roopa 
12' Nafcho 


13* Doohgra .. 
14* Sanda ...*•* 
15* Mando 
1G, Biroo -■•••• 
17 Tugraai.- 

18, Hem poo. 

19, Sakto ...••• 

20 Kerimchimd 
21, Uiival . 

22 Ketai ...... 

23 Sutrosl 

24 Tezma 
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Balawut. 

»• Jaifcmulkofcc ••• 
Kurnote. •• 

• Roopawut *... 

.. Nathawut f 
.. Doongerote... ” 

♦ Sandawut . 

Mandnote <»*••• 

. Birofco- 

. Jugmalofce • ... 

•• Hanjpawut ... y 
. Saktawut 


Dkoonara, 

Palasni. 

Loonawag. 

Chooteela. 

Bikaneer. 


Estates not mentioned ; their 
descendants have become 
dependant on the greater 
clanships. 


Urivalote, . 

Ketsiote 

Sulrosalote . | 

Tezmalote .J 
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CHAPTER III 




o 


Accession of Rao Joda.— Transfers the seat of government from Mim'dore jo. 
the new capital Jodhpoor.—TIte cause. —The Vana, priest, or Druids of 
India.— Their penances.—The fourteen sons of Joda . — New settlements of 
Satulmeer , Alairta, Bikaueer.—Joda dies,—Anecdotes regarding him.— His 
personal appearance, —Rapid increase of the Rahtore race.— Names of 
tribes displaced thereby,—Accession of Rao Soojah . —First conflict of the 
Rahtores with the Imperialists.—Rape of the Rahtore virgins at Peeper, 
—Gallantry of Soojah. -His death ,— Issue .— Succeeded by hie Grandson. 
Rao Gang a, — Ilis uncle Saga contesththe throne,—Obtains the aid of the 
Lodi Pathant,—Civil War % —Saga slain, —Baber 9 $ invasion of India .— 
liana Sanya generalissimo of the Rajpoots , —Rao Ganga sends his eon — 
tingent under his grandson Raemul ,—Siam at B iana, —D< >.th of Ganga, 
Recession of Rao Maldeo,—Becomes the first amongst the princes of 
Rajpootana,—Reconquers Nagore and Ajmeer from the Lodis , Jhalvre 
a?id S cicanoh from the Smdhils,—Reduces the rebellious allodial vassals. 
Conquest from Jessulmeer,—The Matdoles,—Takes Poktam.—Dismantles 
Satulmeer.—His numerous public works. — Cantons belonging to 
enumerated.—Maldeo resumes several of the great estate —Mate? a scab; 
cf rank hereditary in the lime of Joda—Period favourable 'O M aldeos 
consolidation of his power.— IPs inhospitality to the Emperor 
Hertiayoon , Qhero S hah invades MarWar-Ualdeo meets him,~Y)'r.n, /t e 
oJ cue Imperial artkfc—Saved by stratagem from destruction — 
Rahtore ami!, retreats. -Devotion of the two chief clans,-Their dUnrc 
hern , Akber invades- Marutar,—Takes M a.irta and Ndgore.—Confers 
than on Rae Sing of Btkaneer-Maldeo sends his second son to Abler', 
co , r 1 R e J u * e ® V a H homage in person,—The emperor glees the frnutn 
of Jodkpoorlo Rae Sing—Rao Maldeo besieged by Akhcr,—Defends 
.fodhpoor.—Sends his son Oodi Sing to Ak ber—Uis reception.— Receive* 
tne title of Raja. — Chundersen maintains Rahtore independence.— Rcti-,s 
to beioanoh —Besieged, and slain.—His sons,— Maldeo witnesses the sub- 
jection o; his kingdom.—Ilis death.—His twelve sons. 

Joda was born at Dnnlo, the appanage of his father in Mcwar. i„ ;[ lc 
Jail n ln , 1 . ,1! . ho obtained Sojat, and in the month 

ferred the sell S' “Vr f ° U " dat 1 IOU of Jodhpoor, to which ho traus 

poot, as wifch bn Gover '"" cnt from Mundove With the superstitious Raj- 
the au-ur it wonld n b en , L f mm f eVC:1 J !. v ont being decided by the omen or 

ciuiure of -2?, bc ®°» trA 7 t0 . ru i eif9 ° important an occasion a: the 
< ge ol capital, and that of an infant slate; were not marked by 80mo 

piopitidus petehqe, that would justify the abandonment of a city won' i, n.,, 
and which had he™ for V* iho capital of Jt.ro ... The kta"cnli ! f 
m this instance, was of a simple nature ; neither the flight of bin Is. the ii, v 
air or celest ial manifestation; but the’ordinance of an anchorite wbnv. 

V>°! d rom man M n T was a cleft of the mountains of Ilakurehenrn 
out the behests of such aaoestics are secondary only to thus 
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•Jogi, from the glades of the forest (<•<; 


1 of the diviiiiti 
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a) or reci . i in the rocks iao) 
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ieir oracles to those whom change or design may conduct to their soli¬ 
tary dwelling. It is not surprising that the mandates of such beings prove 
compulsory on the superstitious Rajpoot : we do not mean those squalid 
ascetics, who wander about India, and are objects disgusting to the eye ; 
but the genuine Jogi, he who, as the term imports, mortifies the flesh, till 
the wants of humanity are restricted merely to what suffices to unite matter 
with spirit ; who ha3 studied and comprehended the mystic works, and pored 
over the systems of philosophy, until the full influence of maya (illusion) has 
perhaps unsettled his understanding ; or whom the rules of his sect have 
condemned to penance and solitude ; a penance so severe, that we remain 
astonished at the perversity of reason which can submit to it * To these, 
the Druids of India, the prince and the chieftain would resort for instruc¬ 
tion. They requested neither lands nor gold : to them ' the boasted wealth 
of Bokhara” was as a particle of dust. Such was the ascestic who recom¬ 
mended Joda to erect his castle on ‘the Hill of Strife' ( Jodagir ), hitherto 
known as Balcurchecrea , or ‘the bird’s nest,’ a projecting elevation of the 
same range on which Mundore was placed, and about four miles south of 
it. Doubtless its inaccessible position seconded the recommendation of the 
hermit, for its scarped summit renders it almost impregnable, while its 
superior elevation permits the sons of Joda to commiad, from the windows 
of their palace, a range of vision almost comprehending the limits of their 
sway. In clear weather, they can view the summits of their southern bar¬ 
rier, the gignatic Aravali; but in every other direction, it fades away in 
the boundless expanse of sandy plains. Neither the founder, nor his inoni- 
toi. the ascetic, however, were engineers, and they laid the foundation of 
this strong hold without considering what an indispensable adjunct to suc¬ 
cessful defence wa3 good water ; but to prevent any slur on the memory of 
Joda, they throw the blame of this defeat on the hermit. Joda’s engineer, 
in tracing the line of circumvallation, found it necessary to include the spot 
chosen as his her mi tap q und his r monstrance for undisturbed possession was 
treated with neglect; whether by the prince as well as the chief architect, 
the legend says not. The incensed Jogi pronounced an imprecation, that the 
new castle should possess only brackish water, and ail the efforts made by 
succeeding princes to obtain a better quality, by blasting tho rock, have 
failed. The memory of the Jogi Is sanctified, though his anger compelled 
them to construct an apparatus, whereby water for the supply of the garrison 
is cLva'ed f/oni t small lake at the foot of the rock, which, being entirely 
commanded from the wails, an assailant would find difficult to cut off. This 
was the third grand event in the fortunes ot the Rahtores, from the settle¬ 
ment of .deoji,* 


• VV«, have Been one of thejo objects, Keif l ndemned never to lie down during forty 
yuir \ <iud there remained bat i.lime to complete fcl'C term, ffe bad travelled muoh, was 
intelligent a • learned, tit far from having < 1 ' c * 110 ?, m> rose ness of tho realms •. tliero 
v/v.irf j uiignity of xnlen, and u snuvity an i s npbeit) of manner in him, quite enchanting. 

1 of hu p nance vitU no vaiu-gT-ty* and m its approaching term without arty 
r«ejL:bttii f ju The rating position of thin Druid (Jp^ 1 s-pnuf) by me«ns of a rope suspended 
- u.i/i tbo hough of a free, w. 'he manner of a awing, having a crowbar, on which he reclined. 
The fh si year* of tin-* penance, he says, v/erc dr- 1( painful . g.voUen limbn affected linn 
to that degree, that he expected death . L ‘ . si .ee worn off. “Tivoii 

in ‘hi tv. thcr much vanit>‘ it would he a nice (>r*ui h to determine whether tho homage 
of :ean or the qq,, < i< u of tho l v . ini '• uutaiiuj th>' energies under uucb appalling 

distiipliufi. 

* Valli did no< v« tain to Scoji'e ‘descendant j, urhcQ limy wetti westward and sottlcd n 
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Such was the abundant progeny of these princes, that the limits of their 
Conquests soon became too contracted. The issue of the three last princes, 
viz- the fourteen sons of Chonda, the twenty-four of Rinmult, am 4 four¬ 
teen of Joda, had already apportioned amongst them the best lands of the 
country and it became necessary to conquer “fresh fields in which to sovv the 
Rahtore seed.” 

Joda had fourteen sons, viz. 


Names of Chiefs. Ciftus* Fiefs or Chieftainships. Remark*. 

1. Santul, or Satil......Satulmeer.J Three coa- from Pokurn r 

2. Soojoh (Sooraj).•••......Succeded Joda. 

3. Gomoh,,..........No issue. 




*. 

Doodoh-••• 



Doodoh took Sambhiir 
from the Chohans. He 
had one son, Beerum y 
whose two sons, Jeimul 

5. 

BirsitK/ ..... 



and Jugmal, founded 
the clans Jeimulote 
, and Jugmalote. 

6. 

Beoko.. 

JJiioil; JUtu * • 


•in JViahva, 

•Independent state. 

7. 

Bhartnul. 


...Bui Bhilara • • 

• _ 

8. 

Seoraj. 



•On the Xiooni 

9. 

Kurmsi. 



_ 

10. 

Raemul. 


. —_ 


11. 

Samutsi. 




12. 

Beeda.... 



..InNagore district; 

13. 

Bunhur. 



) Clans and fiefs’ not 

14. 

Neembo.,.,.. 



j Mentioned. 


• f* ^ aon > ® : born a f ema l e oF Boondi,. astabhshed himself 

hr corner, on the lands of the Bhattis, and built a fort, which, 

a /* fc ulmeer, about five miles from Pokurn He was killed in action, 
Blew w*. n ,<5|a hraes (the Saracens of the Indian desert), whom ha also 
whn\ 113 as , were burnt at Kusnioh, and an altar was raised over 1 hem 
r ^ eve b of his wives became suttees. 

^ , be fourth son, Doodoh, established himself pu the plains of Mairta. and 

iV . ll > *he Mairtea, is numerous, and has always sustained the reputaiott 
} )Qln g first swords'* of Maroo. Pfys daughter was tho celebrated Moeva 


( cu » ; tho Seec.'idios took it with other lauds from tin- Rutihar of Mundoro, U was th* 
Rr,, aW.crl to-.vitb Oh-war which obtained for him the fertileditilnV.ts of ivi. a1 ,^ 

Ran v territories at length touched the Aravali, and the lor.i\s of t he a^a^in <f 
i ^oombho made, his rarric'dal sou relinquish the provinces of Sftmbhur und \ L1 •>, 
vyl, i. p, 309 , t 
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/wife ofRana Khoombo,* and he was the grandsire of the heroic JelmuT, 
who defended Cheefcore against Akber, and whose descendant, Jeyfc Sing of 
Bcdnore, is still one of the sixteen chief vassals of the Oodipoor court. 

The sixth son, Bceko, followed the path already trod by his uncle Kandul, 
with whom he united, and conquered the tracts possessed by the six Jit 
communities. He created a city, which he called after himself Bikanecr. 

Joda outlived the foundation of his new capital thirty years, and beheld 
his son and grandsons rapidly peopling and subjugating ihe regions ofMaroo. 
Iii*S. 1545, aged sixty-one, he departed this life, and his ashes were housed 
with those of his fathers, in the ancesiral abode of Mundore, This prince, 
the second founder of his race in thes** regions, was mainly indebted to the 
adversities of early life for the prosperity his later years enjoyed; they led 
him to the discovery of worth in the more ancient, but neglected, allodial 
proprietors displaced by his ancestors, and driven ?nto the least aocessiba 
regions of the desert. It was by the ir aid he was enabled to redeem Mundore 
when expelled by the Ghciotes, and he nobly preserved the remembrance 
i l roof in the day of his prosperity. Ihe warders whose forms are sculptured 
from the living rock at Mundore, owe the perpetuity of their fame to tho 
gratitude of Joda; through then he not only recovered, but enlarged his 
dominions;! - In less than three centuries after their migration from Canouj. 
the JRahtores, the issue of Seoji, spread over a surface of four degrees of 
longitude 'Mid the same extent of latitude, or nearly 80,000 miles square and 
the amount at this day, in spite of tho havoc occasioned by perpetual wars 
and famine, to 500,000 souls. While we thus contemplate the renovation of 
the Rahtore race, from a single scion of that magnificent t ree, whose branches 
once overshadowed the plains of Ganga, let us withdraw from oblivion some 
< f the many noble names they displaced, which now live only in the poet’s 
jpnge. Well may the Rajpooi, repeat the ever-recurring simile, “ All is 
unstable; life is like the scintillation of the fire fly; house and land will 
depart, but a good name will last for ever!” What a list of noble tribes 
could we enumerate now erased from independent existence by the 
success of 'the children of Siva” {biva-putra )! i Puriharas, Ecndos, 
iSankjas, Chohans, • oho Is, Gabovs, Sindhils, Mobil s, Sonigurras, Cattis, Jits, 
I tools, & r c. and the few who still exist only as retainers of the Rahtore. 

Soojoh^ (Sooraj? 
twenty- eev 
Seoji. 

The c< 


y < 


llll) 
id 


succeeded, and occupied t he gadi of Joda during 
at least the merit of adding to the stock of 


,uu 


ifcenti 


kings of DehIi 
a second 


pi re, during tho vacillating dynasty of the Lodi 
reserved the sterile kinds of Maroo from their cupidity; and 
dynasty, the Shere-shahi. intervened ere 'the sorts of Joda’ were 
: ommonod io measure swards with th< Imperialists. But in S. 13/2 (AD 

thans made an in 
1 carried 


IfiBi), a desul/ory band oi 
Tenj,:| held fit the town of 

)f Maroo. 
to Soojoh, 


par, 


mnukus 
con voyod 


Tho tidings of the rape ot 
who put himself at the het 


jursion during tho fair of tho 
off one hundred and forty 
the virgin Rajpootnis were 
J ot such vassals as were in 
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tance, and pursued, overtook and redeemed them, with the loss of his 
own " fife, but not without a full measure of vengeance against the “northern 
barbarian.” The subject is one chosen by the itinerant minstrel'of Marco, 
w ho at the fair of the Teej, still sings the rape of the one hundred and forty 
virgins of Peepar, and their rescue by their cavalier prince at the price of 

his own blood. / 

Soojoh had five sons, viz. 1 Bhago, who died m non-age: his son Ganga 
succeeded to the throne. 2. Oodoh, who had eleven sons: they formed the 
clan Oodawut, whose chief fiefs are Neemaj, Jytarum, Goondoche, Biiatea, 
P.aepur, &c. besides places in Mewar. 3. Saga, from whom descend*.d the 
clan Sagawut; located at Burwoh. 4. Priag, who originated the Priagote 
clan. 5. Beerumdeo, whoso son, Naroo, receives divine honours as the 
putra of^laroos and whose statue is worshipped at Sojut. His discendanta 
are styled Narawut Joda, of whom a branch is established at Puchpahar, in 
Harouti* 

Gauga, grandson of Soojoh, succeeded his granafthor in S. 1572 (AD. 
1516); but his uncle, Saga, determined to contest his right to the gadi , 
invited the aid of Dowlut Khan Lodi, who had recently expelled the 
Rahtores from Nagore. With this auxiliary a civil strife commenced and 
the sons of Joda were marshalled against each other Ganga, confindiug in 
the rectitude of his cause, and reckoning upon the support of the best 
ewords of Maroo, spurned the offer of compromise made by iff Pat-ban, of 
a partition of its lands between the claimants, and gave battle, in which his 
uncle Saga was. slain, and his auxiliary, Dowlut Khan, ignominiously 
defeated. 

Twelve years after the accession of Ganga, the sons of Joda were call eel 
©n to unite their forces to Mewar to oppose the invasion of the Moguls from 
Turkistan. Sanga Ran a, who had resumed the station of his Ancestors 
amongst the princes of Hind, led the war, and the king of Maroo deemed 
it no degradation to acknowledge his supremacy, and send his quotas to 
fight under the standard of Mewar, whose chronicles do more justice (o 
the Rahtores than those of their own bards. This, which was the la 3 t con¬ 
federation made by the Rajpoots for national independence, was defeated aa 
already related, in the fatal field of Bidna, were, had treachery not aided the 
intrepid Baber, the Rahtore sword would have had its full share in rc3cuiug 
the nation from the Mahomedan yoke. It is sufficient to slate thaat a Rah 
loro was in the battle, to know that he would bear its brunt; and although wo 
aro ignorant of the actual position of the Rana, we may assume that th dr 
post was in the van. Th 8 young prince Raeraul (grandson of Ganga), with 
the Mairt- a chieftains Khartoo and Rutna, and many others of note, fell 
against the Chagitai on this eventful day. 

Ganga died* fou r years after this event, and was cuooeeded by .Maldeo 
} n $. 1588 (AD. 1532), a n&me as distinguished as any of the noble prin 
ia the chronicles of Maroo, The position of Marwav at this period r 
eminently excellent for the increase and consoLdition of its resources. 'I 
emperor Baber found no temptation in her sterile Unds to divert him ? from 
the rich plains of the Ganges, were he had abundant occupation ; and the 


ca 

wag 

rhe 


vjts 


f The roll, saysGuuga. was poisound 


tout 


Fconfin 


any pfhfiv&tttko’ 




mtsr^ 



ANNALS OF MaRWAR. 


Jsk 


/and strong-holds on the emperor’s frontier of Maroo, still held by 
f'r of the preceding dynasty, were rapidly acquired by Maldeo, who plant¬ 
ed his garrisons in the very heart ofDhoondar. The death of Sanga Ran a, 
and the misfortunes of the house of Mewar, cursed with a succession of 
minor princes, und at once beset by the Moguls from tho north, and the lungs 
of Guzzert, left Maldeo to tho uncontrolled exercise of his power, which, 
like a true Rajpoot, he employed against friend and foe, and became beyond 
a doubc the first prince of Rajwarra, or in fact, as styled by the Mahomedan 
historian Ferishta, “the mo3t potent prince in Hindusthan.' 1 

The year of Maldeo’s installation, ho redeemed the two most important 
possessions of his hojse, N .gore and Ajmeer. In 1596 he uaptured Jhalore 
Sowauok, and Bhadrajoon from the Rindhils; and two year's lat er dispossessed 
tho sons of Boeka of supreme power in Bikaneer. Mehwo.and the tracts on tho 
Looni, ihe earliest possessions of his house, which had thrown off all depend¬ 
able, he once more subjugated, and compolled the ancient allodial tenantry 
o hold ufhim in-chief, and serve with their quotas. Ho engaged in war 
with the Bhattis, and conquered, Beekumpur, where a branch of his family 
mmaincl and are now incorporated with the Jessulmeer state and under the 
nam> of Mnldotes,* have the credit of being the most daring robbers of the 
de .ort He even established branches of his family in Mewar and Dhoodar, 
took, and fortified Chatsoo, not twenty miles south of the capital of the Cuch- 

wah.ia. hfo captured and restored Serohi from the Deoras from which house 

vras his mother. But Maldeo not only acquired but determined to retain hi3 
conquests, and erected numerous fortifications throughout the country. Ho 
enclosed the oily of Jodpoor with a strong wall, besides erecting a palace, and 
adding other works to the fortress. Tho circumvallations of Mairtea and its 
for!, which he called Malkote, cost him £24,000. He dismantled Satulmeer, 
and with the materials fortified Pokum, which he took from the Bhattis trans¬ 
planting the entire population, which comprehended the richest merchants o i 
Rajasthan. He erected forts at Bhadrajoon, on the hill of Bheemlode- near 
Sewanoh, at Goondoche, at Reeah, Peopar, and Dhoonara. He rondo the 
Koondulkoto at Sewanob, and greatly added to that of Filodi, first made by 
Hiniir;- Nirawuf. He also erected that bastion in Gurh Bootifi (the citadel 
•of Ajm ,er) called the Kote-boorj, anti shewed his skill in hydraulics by the 
construcion of a wheel to bring water into the fort The chronicler adds 
.thatby the wealth of Su.nbur,” meaning the resources of this salt lake, ho 
was enabled to accomplish these works, arid furnishes a list of the possession, 
•of i ho Jodpoor at this period, which wo ca -mot exclude: Sojut, Sambur, 
Mairtea Khatalk, Bed n ore, Ladnoo, Raopur, Bhadrajoon, Nagore, Sewanob, 
Lohagurh, .lykulgurh, Bikaneer, Becnmahk Pokum,Barnvur Kusoli, Rewaaso, 
Jajiw or, Jh -lore.'Baoli, Mular,Nadole, Filodi, Sanchore, Deedwana, Chatsoo, 
Low ..in, Mularna, Dcorah, Fut-tehpur, Umursir, l.hawur, Baniapur, Tonk, 
Theda, Ajmeer, Jehajur and Praraar-ca-Oodipoor (in I'ikhavati); in all 
thir y-cight districts several of which at Ihalore, Ajmeer Tonk, . Thoda,, 
and Bednore, comprehended each three hundred and sixty townships and 
There were none which did not number eighty, But of those enumerated 
in Dhoondar, as Chatsoo, Lowain, Took, Thoda, and Jehajpur in Mewar the 
w its but transi nt; and although and its thrae iiundv^d 

and six ty towuships were peopled by Rah tores they were the descendants 
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Mairteas under Jeimul, who became one of the great vassals of 
Mewar and would in its defence at all times draw their swords against 
the land which gave them birth/’ This branch of the house of Joda had for 
some time been too powerful for subjects, and Mairtea was resumed. To this 
act Mewar, was indebted for the services of this heroic chief. At :he same 
time the growing power of others of the great vassalage of Marwar was 
checked by resumptions, when Jytarun from the Oodawuts, and sevearl other 
fiefs, were added to the fisc. The feudal allotments had never been regulated, 
but went on increasing with the energies of the state and the progeny of its 
princes, each having on his britu and appanage assigned to him, until the 
whole land of Maroo was split into innumerable portions. MaLleo saw the 
necessity for checking this subdivision and he created a gradation of ranks, 
and established its perpetuity in certain branches of the sons of Rinmul and 
Joda, which has never been altered. 

. rfon years of undisturbed possession were granted to Maldeo to perfect his 
designs, ere his cares were diverted from these to his own defence. Baber, the 
founder of the Mogul dynasty was dead and his son and successor had Deen 
^ 0m new ^y* conc l uere d throne by his provincial lieutenant Shero 
ohah: so rapidly do revolutions crowd upon each other where the sword is the 
universal arbitrator. We have elsewhere related that the fugitive monarch 
sought the protection of Maldeo, and we stigmatized his conduct as unnations 
al; but we omitted to state that Maldeo, then heir-apparent, lost his eldest, 
perhaps then only son Raemul in the battle of Biana,who led the aid of 
Marvvar on that memorable day, and consequently the name of Chagitai 
whether in for- une or in flight, had no great claims'to his regard. But little 
did Maldeo dream howdosely the fortunes of his house would be linked 
01 Henia y° on > and tlia k the infant Akber, born in this 

- Wa ? *t lned fc0 revcn 2 e breach of hospitality. Still less 

tould the proud Rahtore, who traced his ancestry on the throne of Canoui one 

“ y< * a * M r birth •Wtarfi." o( Fergta,a,doem itS 

. , , e , ra "g e of probability, that he should receive honours at such hands, or 
- the first title of Raja, Rajeswar, or ‘raja, lord of rajas,’ would he conferred 
•. 13 °^ii son by this infant, then rearing amidst the sand-hills at the extre- 
, %’,° 11 J desert domi nion! It is curious to indulge in the speculative inquiry. 
ie. it, when the great Akber girded Oodi Sing with the sword of honour, 
Hu « 4 ke r h i 8 .. f, T1 head with the u »R°ent of Raja-shah, ho brought to mind 
SJtW A ° f , M f lde0 ’ which doomed his birth to take place iu the dismal 
castle of Amerkote, instead of in the splendid halls of Delhi. 

isur^ r,’ , , v . ed l ‘° udvauta S e from hi9 ‘^hospitality; for whether the 

his ow-t ni6d exertions insufficient to sect”e the roval fugitive, or felt 
ofe.*hf« i P L°' Vei ' l , n8eCure with s0 P° tenfc a neighbour, he led an army 
and forLd" Sana mt ,° Manm - Maldeo them to advance, 

and a r T army - of dft y thou3and Rajpoots to oppose hin The judgment 
a , *? utWn he exercised wore so great, that Shere Shah, well versed ia the 
s ot war, was obliged to fortify his camp at e very stop. Instead of an 
nfv co ™^ esi: > socn repented of his rashness when the admirable dispositions 
^ Rajpoots made him dread an action, and from a position whence he 
fuund it impossible to retreat. For a month the armies lav in 


the sight of 


t m* V\ s lV!( ; Rajpoot‘8 notion of ag. u ihcrm<k t or ‘‘ftdolity to aia? whoa© salt, %) v cat.* 
tuesr immediate lord, even agamafc their king. * * 
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r, every day the king's' situation becoming more critical, and 
'ho saw not the slightest chance of* extrication. In this exigence he 
had recourse to one of those stratagems which have often operated success¬ 
fully on the Rajpoot, by sewing distrust in his mind as to the fidelity of his 
vassals, lie penned a letter, as if in correspondence with them, which he 
contrived to have dropped, as by accident, by a messenger sent to negotiate. 
Perhaps the severity of the resumptions of estates seconded this scheme of 
Shore Shah; for when the stipulated period for the attack had arrived, the 
raja countermanded it. The .reasons for this conduct, when success was 
apparent, were soon propagated ; when, one or two of the great leadois, in 
order to demonstrate their groundlessness, gave an instance ot that devotion 
with which the annals of those states abound. At the head ot twelve 
thousand, the; attacked and forced the imperial entrenched camp, carrying 
destruction even to the quarters ol the emperor; but multitudes pre\ailed, 
and the patriotic clans were almost annihilated. Maklco, when too late, 
saw through the stratagem which had made him doubt the loyalty of his 
vassals. Superstition, and the reproaches of his chieftains for his unworthy 
suspicions, did the rest; and this first levee , en masse of the descendants, of 
Seoji, arrayed in defence of their national liberties, was defeated. >\ilh 
justice did the usurper pay homage to their gallantry, when he exclaimed, 
on hr, deliverance from ©is peril, “he had nearly lost the empire of 
Hi ndusthan for a handful of barley.'’* 

Maldeo was destined to outlive the Sherc-sham dynasty, and to see the 
imperial crown of India once more encircle the brows of the fugitive Homa - 
yoou.f* It had been well for the Rahtores had his years been lengthened ,* 
for his n ; ld disposition and natural indolence of character gave them 
some chance that these qualities would bo their best advocate. . But he did 
not long survive the restoration. Whether the mother of bis successor, 
prince Akber not yet fifteen, stimulated by the recollection of her misfortu¬ 
nes, mused his young animosity against Maldeo for the miseries of Amerkote, 
or whether it was merely an act of cautionary policy to curl* the Rajpoot 
newer which was inconsistent with his own, in S. lfifo < A.I). lobl; he in¬ 
vaded Mar war. and laid siege to Malakotc or Mairtea, which he took alter 
p n obstinate and sanguinary defence, part of the garrison^cutting their "ay 
through his host, and making good their retreat to their prince. 1 he import 
ant castle of Tagore was also captured ; and both these strong-holds and 
timirhnds were confoired by Akber on the younger branch of the family, 
Rae Sing, prince of i'ikam r, now established in independence of the parent 
state. Jodpoor. 

In 1625 (A.H. 1569). Maldeo succumbed to necessity ; and m comor- 
mifv with the times, sent his second son, Chunderaen, with gilts to Akber, 
thcr at Ajmoer, which had. become an integral part of the monarchy ; but 
Akber was so dissatisfied with the disdainful bearing of the desert king, who 
refused personally to pay his court, that he not only guaranteed the free 
possession of Bikaneer to Itae Sing, but presented bun with the firman for 
Jodpoor it,elf; with supremacy over his race. Ohundersen appears to have 
Passed all the native pride of the Rahtore, and to have been prepared to 
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his country’s independence, in spite of Akber and the claims of his 
elder brother, Oodi Sing, who eventually was more supple in ingratiating 
himself into the monarch’s favour. At the close of life, the old Rao had to 
stand a siege in his capital, and after a brave but fruitless resistance, was 
obliged to yield homage, and pay it in the person of his son Ood Sing, who, 
attending with a contingent, was enrolled amongst the commanders of‘one 
thous uvi;’ and shortly after was invested with the title of Moota Raja , or 
'the fat Raja/ by which epithet alone he is designated in the annals of that 
period. 

Chundersen, with a considerable number of the brave vassals of Maroo, 
determined to cling to independence and the rude faro of the desert, rather 
than servilely follow in the train of the despot. When driven frem Jodpoor, 
they took post in Sewanoh, in the western extremity of the state, and there 
held out to the death. For seventeen years lie maintained his title to the 
gadi;\ml devided the allegiance of the Rahtores with his elder brother Oodi 
Sing (though supported b. the king),and stood the storm in which he nobly 
feli, having three sons, Oogursen, Aiskurn, and Rie Sing, who fought a duel 
with Rao Soortan, of Sirohi, and was slain, with twenty-four of his chiefs,* 
near the town of Duttani. 

Mahleo, though he submitted to acknowledge the supremacy of the em¬ 
peror, was at least spared the degradation of seeing a daughter of his blood 
bestowed upon the opponent of his faith; he died soen after the title Was 
conferred on his son, whch sealed the dependence < f Maroo. His latter days 
wove a dismal contract to those which witnessed his conquests in almost every 
part of Rajpootana, but he departed from this world in time to preser 



Rajpoot independence against the rising power of the Moguls f 
Maldeo, who died S. 1671 (A.D, 1615), hud twelve sons:— 

!• ®* am Sing, who was banished, and found refuge with the Rana of 
MahesV ^ ^ S0Ve11 sons ' tho w ^ on} * Kesoodas, fixed at Chooiy 

2. Raemul, who was killed in the battle of Biana. 
o. Oodi 'Smg, Raja of Mar war. • 

4. Ohundersen, by a wife of the Jhala tribe ; had,three sons, the eldest 

' aS?’ f fc Bl ? AI ; hc Ul , rco S011S « Kjturnin, Kanji, and Katun. 

• • Aiskurn ; descendants at .1 ooneah. 

6. Gopal-das ; tilled at Eedur. 

7. L irtlii Raj ; descendants at Jhalore, 

Buttunsi; descendants at Bhadrajoon. 

Bhairaj ; descendants at Ahari. 
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CHAPTER IV, 




Altered condition of the princes.—Installation of Raja Oodi Sing.—Not 
acknowledged by the most powerful clans until the death of Chun - 
dc r sen .— Historical retrospect,—The three chief epochs of Mar war 
history , from the conquest of its dependence on the empire ,— Order of 
succession changed } icith change of capital, in Meicar, Amber, and Alar war, 
—Branches to which the succession is confined,—Dangers of mistaking these. 
— Examples,—Joda regulates the fiefs. —T he eight great noble: of M anvai\ 
—These regulations maintained, by Mcildeo, who added to the secondare/ 
fiefs .— Fiefs perpetuated in the elder branches,—The brothers and sms of 
Joda.—Various descriptions of fiefs,—Antiquity of Rajpoot feudal system . 
Akber maintains it.—Paternity of the Rajpoot sovei'eigns not a fiction, 
as ir Europe—The loioe&t Rajpoot claims kindred with the sovereign.— 
The name Oodi Sing, fatal to Raj poo tana.—Bestows his sister ' Jod 
B a* on Akber.—Advantages to the Rahtores of this marriage — 
Numerous progeny of Oodi S ing,—Established the fiefs of Govingurli and 
Piaangurh.—Kishengurh a?id Rutlam .— Remarkable death of Raja Oodi 
Sing. — Anccdc'tes.—Issue of Oodi Sing. — T able of descent . 

Tje death of Maldeo formed an important epoch in the annals of the 
Rahtores Up tc this period, the will had waited upon the wish of the gallant 
descendants of Siva; but now the vassals of Maroo acknowledge one mightier 
than they. The banner of the empire floated pre-eminent, over th e'panchrangaf 
the five-coloured flag, which had led the Rahtores from victory to victory, 
and waved from the sandhills of Amerkote to the salt-lake of Sambhur : from 
the desert borlerhig the Garah to the peaks of the Aravali. Henceforward, 
the Rahtore princes had . by their actions or subservience, to ascend by 
degrees the steps to royal favour. They were required to maintain a contin¬ 
gent of their proud vassals, headed by the heir, to serve at the Mogul’s 
pleasure. Their deeds own them, not ignobly, the grace of the imperial court; 
but had dovish submission been the sole path to elevation, the Ratnore princes 
would / :■?- ver have attained a grade beyond the first rnunmbf conferred on Oodi 
Hng, Vet though streams of wealth enriched the barren plains of Maroo; al¬ 
though a portion of the spoils of Golconda and Beejipur augmented its trea- 
aums, decorated its palaces, and embellished its edifices and mausoleums; ab 
though the desert kings took the'right hand’of all the feudality of Hind, 
whether indigenous or foreign— a feudal assemblage of no less than seventy * 
six petty kingdoms—yet the Rahtore felt the sense of his now degraded com 
diti ;n. and it often burst forth even in the presence of the suzerain. 

Maldeo’s death occurred in S 1625; but the chronicles do not admit 
■ t Oodi Sing’s elevation until the death of bis brother Chundersen from which 
period we may reckon that he was, though junior, the choice both of bis 
father md the nobles, who did not approve of Oodi Sing’s submission to 
Akber. I (act, the Raja led the r'-yal forces against the most powerful of 
vassals and resumed almost all the possessions of the Mairtea \ and weak¬ 
ened the others 

Bo’orc we pruoeed to trace the course pursued by Oodi Sing, who was 
seated upon the cushion of M§ldco in S, 1640 (A. D. 1584), let us cast $ 
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•eirospect over the aunals of Maroo, since the migration of 


tins 

of 


-nviu iuu annuls ui maroo, oiuuc tuu luigitifiuu 

grandson of the potentate of Canouj, which, compared, with the ample page of 
western history, present little more than a chronicle of hard names., though 

n nf. fl I'vcf’.tf 1 5 f a fnr»f.a iti f.^vnaf.ir> nr fr» r.ftluinoto enlPnOn 
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.not destitute of facts interesting to politicals science. 

In the table before the reader, aided by the explnation in the text, he 
will see the whole process of the conquest, peopling, and settlement 
of an extensive region, with its partition or allotments amongst an innumber^ 
able frerage(bhyad), whose children continue to hold them a.- vassals of their 
king and brother, the descendant of their mutual ancestor Sivaji. 

Wo may divide the annals of Marwar, from the migration ot Sivaji From 
Canouj to the accession of Oodi Sing, into three distinct epochs: 

1st. From the settlement of Seoji in the land oi Kher, in A.D. 1212, to 
the conquest of Mundore by Chonda in A.D. 1381 ; 

2d. From the conquest of Mundore to the founding of Jodpoor, in A.D. 
1459;and 

i i ^ 10m ^ f0u ^"g ^ 0 ^P* 0 °i' to the accession of Oodi Sing, in A,D. 
loo4, when the Rahtores acknowledged the supremacy of the empire. 

1 he two first epochs were occupied in the subjugatian of the west cm 
poition of the desert from the ancient allodiality; nor wa 3 it until Ohonda con¬ 
quered Mundore, on the decline of iheChohans of the east, that the fertile in mis 
on either side tho Looni were formed into fiefs for the children ofRinmull and 
• ° Jt • c ‘ iatl ^ e °f capital with the Rajpoot is always productive of change 
ln . 0 internal organization of the state, and not unfrequently the race chan¬ 
ges its appellation.with its capital. The foundation of Jodpoor was a new 
* hrone of M« 00 «»Id only be occupied by the tribe 
wei mV off braac ¥ 3 not constituting the laaaala of the crown, who 
andkmmli'i t succession Tins is a peculiar feature in Rijapoot policy, 

out i„ the annals ofAjmeer. 6 ra ° e ’ “ W ‘ U be m ° re dislinot!y P ointc<3 

the !^ e am ] ) \ t ! on °^be founder of a state, gave new form to 

hirr i i n lnS it u turns of his country. Necessity combined with pride, led 
mm to promulgate a statute of limitation of the sub-infeudafcions of Maroo. 
f 0a r/. a J m9n i S0 P T °8™y °f bis father Rinmull, twenty-four sous and liis own, of 
the num>.?. m0 j U ‘ w ^ om aiK l numerous issue, rendered it requisite to fix 
i nfr i \ ur ex bQnt of tho fiefs; and omongst them, henoeforw ird constiUU- 
having $ bhefrerag *-of Maroo, the lands were partitioned, Knudul 
Bikaneer tk ^ anc ^ esta blished his own numerous issue, the Kandulotea, in 
his two m ^ brothers next to Joda, viz. Champa, and Rooiapa, with 
bo ids of l* P 00 '^ 0 ant * Kurmsi, and his grandson, Oodoh, were declared the 
v/nts ‘ eiu * il * as30C i afcl °u under their names, the Champa wuts, Kamm- 

pillar" rSr 3 ^ 01lS pFDoodo) Kurmsotes, and Oodawuts, continue to bo t; the 
^hins^nf at °°'” Eight great estates called the aght tlmoorait , or ‘eight lord 
(tfj Vn i ^ arwar »/ ia °b of tho nominal annual value i f fifty thousand rupees 
n an ' l W6re on these persons, and their immense iniluencehns obtained 

or JT others for younger branches of their clans. The title if the firsi noble 
tr^ m 0 ' Wa3 given to Champa and his issue, who have often made ifs princes 
tumble on. their thrones. Besides these, inferior appanages were sottted on th j 
uior branches, brothers, sons, and grandsons of Joda, which were also deem 
v hereditary and irrosumablo; to use their own phi ise, their lath* or' abut- 
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tfto which they consider their title as sacred as that of their prinCB 
his throne, of whom they say/‘ When our services are acceptable, then is he 
our lord, when not we are again his brothers and kin, claimants, and laying 
claim to the land *’ 9 

Rao Maldeo confirmed this division of Jodn, though he increased the 
secondary fiefs and as the boundaries of Marwar were completed in his reign, 
it was essentially necessary to confirm the limitation. The feudal states of 
Marwar are, therefore perpetuated in the offspring of the princes from Joda, 
to Maldeo, and u distinction exists between them and those subsaquently 
conferred; the first, being obtained by conquest, are deemed irrevocable, and 
must be perpetuated by adoption on tho failure of lineal issue; .whereas the 
other * ;iy, on lapses, be resumed and added to the fisc when it emanated. 
Tho fiscal domain of tho Rajpoot princes cannot, says their traditionary lore, 
be alienated for more than a life-interest; but this wi*e rule though visible. in 
anecdotes of past days, has been infringed with their general disorganization. 
These instances, it may be asserted, afford the distinctions of allodial 
and f eudal lands. Of the numerous clans, the issue of Seoji to Joda, which 
aro spread over the northern and western parts of the state, some, partly 
from the difficulty of their position, partly from a feeling of respect to their 
remote ancestry, enjoy almost entire independence. Yet they recognize the 
prince of Maroo as their liege lord when his crown is endangered, and render 
homage on his accession or any great family event. These clans hold without 
grant or fine, and may properly be called the alllodial chieftains. Of this, 
number we may enumerate the lordships of Barmair, Kotorah, Seo, Phulsoond, 
&o. Others there are who, though less independent, may also be styled the 
allodialit) of Marwar, who are to furnish their quotas when demanded, and 
perform personal homage on all great days of rejoicing; of these are Mehwo, 
3indri fee. The'ancient clans scattered over the land, or serving the more 
modern chieftains, are recognized by their patronymic distinctions, by those 
versed in the chronicles; though many hear the names of Doohurca. Mango lea, 
Oohur, and Dhandul, without knowing them to beRahtore. The mystic page 
of tie bard is always consulted previous to any marriage, in order to prevent 
a violation of the matrimonial canons of the Rajpoots, which are stricter than 
the Mosaic, and this keeps up tho knowledge of the various branches of thei 
own arid other races, which would otherwise perish. 

Whatever term may be applied to these institutions of a marital race, and 
which for the sake of being more readily understood we have elsewhere recall- 
r r! ami shall continue to disignate., 'feudal/ wm have not a shadow of doubt 
that they were common to the Rajpoot races from the remotest ages, and that 
Scoji conveyed them from the seat of his ancestors, Canouj. A finer picture 
does not e rint of the splendour of feudal array than the carnp of its last mon 
nv:h, Jeiohand, in the contest with the Chohan. The annals of each and 
every state bear evidence to a system strictly parallel to that of Europe; more 
especially Mewar, where, thirteen hundred year ago, we see tho entire 
feudatories of the state throwing up their grants, giving their liege lord defi¬ 
ance, and threatening Lira with their vengeance. Yet, having/eaten his salt’ 
they forebore to proceed to hostilities till a whole year had elapsed, the 
expira' ian of which they deposed him. Akber, who was partial to Hindu 

* Seo i iif rc.il* riBt. unco »A the ya^al deHoondant* of tho*c chiefs, cupelled thoir patrimony 
by their primio. co i lie Bnglioh ©Leroy; Vul. 1. p, 1U6. 
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utions borrowed much from them in all that concerned his own regu ¬ 
lations. 

In contrasting these customs with analogous ones in the west, the reader 
should never lose sight of one point which must influence the analogy, viz. 
the patriarchal form which characterizes the feudal system in all countries 
and as amongst the Rajpoots, all their vassalage is of their own kin and 
blood (save a alight mixture of foreign nobles as a counterpoise),the paternity 
of the sovereign is no fiction, as in Europe; so that from the son of Champa, 
who takes the right hand of his prince to the meanest vassal, who serves 
merely for his ‘paili’* (rations), are linked by the tie of consanguinity, of 
which it is difficult to say whether it is most productive ofevil or good, since 
it has afforded examples as brilliant and as dark as any in the history oAgian- 
kind. The devotion which made twelve thousand, out of the fifty thousand 
’sons of Joda,” prove their fidelity to Maldeo, has often been emulated even 
to the present day. 

lhe chrouicles, as before stated are at variance with regard to the acces¬ 
sion of Odi Sing ; some date it from the death of Maldeo, in S. 1625 (A.D. 
I 0 GJ 1 ; others from that of his elder brother Chundersen, slain in the storm of 
Sewanoh. The name ofOodi appears one of evil portent in the annals of Rajas- 
r.han.T While ‘Oodi, the fat, ' was inhaling the breeze of imperial power, 
which spread a haze of prosperity over Maroo, Pertap of Mewar, the idol of 
Rajpoots was enduring every hardship in the attempt to work out his count;-* 
indepejidence wluch had been sacrificed dy his father, Oodi Sing. In this he 

it ? nam . e ,haUowe<l m the hearts of his oountrymen, and im- 
mortahzed m the imperishable verse of the bard. ^ 9 

» r 0 , 11 the umon of the imperial house with that of .Todpoor bv the mrmatro 
of Jod Bae to Akber, the emperor not only restored all the possessions he had 
wrested from Marwar, with the exception of Ajmeer, but several rich districts 

tbS resour(,ea of hi9 own domain. 

With the aid of his imperial brother-in-law, he greatly diminished the power 

, e uda aristocracy, and clipped the wing of almost all the greater 
vassals, while he made numerous sequestrations of the lands of the ancient all >- 
t j 80 stated, that either by new seUlemonfc 

al^'T^ a ddcd fourteen hundred villages to the fisc. Ho resumed 
Ir-rnioSiT • an< ^ 3 the aons of Doodoh, who, from their abode, were 
t * 1 \ Ala irtca ; took JaitSrun from the Oodawuts, and other towns of 
ess note from the sons of Champaiand Koompo. 

the U °' 51 Si "” wad nof; ungrateful for the favours heaped upon him by 
' emperor, for whom his Ttahtores performed many signal services: for the 
aj a was laterly too unwieldly for any steed to bear him to battle. The 
ln 8 ol the Desert’ (the familiar epithet applied to him by Akber) h°d a 
numerous progeny ; no less than thirty-four legitimate sons and daughters 
uo added new clans and new estates to the feudal association of Maroo: 
oi these the most conspicuous are Govingurh and l’isangurh; while some 


* Literally, 'a bellyful,’ 

, ^ lus’eadof being, as it imports, the “ascending,” (l) it should for evor, in both the houses 
° ^lacoo aod Mewar, signify “sotting,” the pusillanimity of the one sunk Mewar. Mmt of iho 
other Marwar* 

(i) o.»di/a, in gttDsfcril, (Oodi. in tho diaW ) id to O/'UV.? [lx point ui 

rising ; — vi.Vj \Jdy<xdi f ya } 'the rising sun, 1 
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led .settlements beyond its limits which became independent and bear 
"TEcf name of the founders. Of these are Kisliengurh and Rut lam in Malwa. 

Oodi Sing died thirteen years after his inauguration on the cushion of 
Joda, and thirty-three after the death of Maldeo. The manner of his death, 
as related in the biographical sketches termed ‘ Khcat / affords such a speci¬ 
men of superstition and of Rajpn manners thnt it would be improper to 
omit it. The narrative is preceded ] y some reflections on the moral educa-. 
tioh of tb Rahtore princes, and the wise restraints imposed upon them under 
the vigilant control of chiefs of approved worth and fidelity; so that, to use 
the words of the text, “they often passed their twentieth year, ignorant of 
woman/* If the ‘fat raja* had ever known this moral restraint, in his riper 
years he forgot it ; for although he had no less than twenty-seven queens, 
he cast the eye of desire on the virgin-daughter of a subject, and that 
subject a Brahmin. 

It was on the raja's return from court to his native land, that he 
behtld the damsel, and he determined, notwithstanding the sacred character 
cf her f; it her and his own obligations as the dispenser of law and justice, to 
enjoy the object of his admiration. The Brahmin was an ‘A ya-punti? or 
\ wiry of kya-Matcky whose shrine is at Bai-Bhilara. These sectarians of 
ftlaroo, very different from the abstinent Brahmins of Bengal, eat flesh, drink 
wine, and share in all the common enjoyments of life with the martial spirits 
around them. Whether the scruples of the daughter were likely to bo 
easily Overcome by her royal tempter, or whether the raja threatened force, 
iu- \ Kiicat ’ does not inform us ; but as there was no other)course by which 
tho father could save her from pollution but by her death, he resolved to 
mako it one of vengeance and horror. He dug a sacrificial pit, and having 
slain his daughter, out her into fragments, and mingling therewith pieces of 
flesh from his own person, made the ‘ koma’ or burnt sacrifice to Ay a Mata, 
and as the smoke e nd flames ascended, he pronounced an imprecation on the 
voja: “ Let ponon be a stranger to him/ and in three pahars* three days, 
alI three years, let me have revenge!" Then ^ exclaiming, “My .future 
dwellin’ 1 * is the Dabi E .0? 1 i” sprung into the flaming pit. The horrid tale 
wul related to the raja, whose imagination was haunted by the shade of the 
Brahmin ; and expired at the assigned period, a prey to unceasing remorse.. 

Ruperaiition is sometimes made available for moral ends; and the shade 
of the AyarjmnU Brahmin of Bhilara has been evoked, in subsequent ages, 
, > rosir.iin and lead unto virtue libidinous princes, when all other control has 
beer unavailing. The celebrated Jeswunt Sing, the great grandson of Oodi, 
had an crnoi.r with the daughter of one of his civil officers and which ho 
ermic.d on at tho L‘di. B aori f But the avenging ghost of the Brahmin in 
fcerpo wd between him and his wishes. A dreadful struggle ensued in which 
deswunr. lost his senses and no effort could banish the impression from 
his mind. The gho.-t persecuted his fancy, and he was generally believed to be 
possessed with a wicked spirit, whieh when exercised, was made to say he 
would only depart on the self-sacrifice of a ohief equal in digni'v to Jeswunt, 
Nab nr Khan, %he tiger lord,* chief of the Koompawnfc clan, who led the van in 
all his b ytioB, immediately offered his head in expiation for his prince; and 
l 0 had no sooner < x pressed this Joys) determination that tho holy me a who 
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ised the spirit, caused it to descend into a vessel of water, and having 
waved it thrice round his head, they presented it to Nahur Khan who drank 
it off, and Jeswuuc’s senses were instantly restored. This miraculous trans¬ 
fer of the ghest is implicitly believed by every chief of Rajasthan, by whom 
Nahur was called ‘the faithful of the faithful.’ Previous to dying, ho called 
his son, and imposed on him and his descendants, by the solemnity of an 
oath, the abjuration of the office of Purdhan , or hereditary premier of Mar- 
war. whose dignity involved such a sacrifice, and from that day, the Chani- 
pawuts of Ahwa succeeded the Koompawuts of Asope, who renounced the 
first seat on the right for that on the left of their princes. 

vVo shall conclude the reign of Oodi Sing with the register of his issue 
from the Book of Kings.’ It is by no means an unimportant document to 
such as arc interested in these singular communities, and essentially useful 
> o those who are called upon to interfere in their national concerns. Here we 
900 Unities of the branch ($acha) to the parent tree, which in org short 
‘ • -Mitury has shaded the whole land; and to which the independents of Ltishen- 
p uh, Kaopnagui h, and Rutlam, as well as the feudal chiefs of Govingurh 
ivnyrwa, and Pisangurb, all issues from Oodi Sing, look for protection. 

Issue of Raja Oodi Sing:— 

1. Soor Sing, succeeded. 

2. Akhiraj. 

: !gurh Ugmmda3 ’ had iSSUG BuU °’ a °P aldf * s - Govindas who founded 


Govir 


4. Nururdas 


5. Sukut Sing lhad no isue attaining eminence. 


C. Bhoput ^ 

hm *2 t°pi !' M S‘ ead “J *>"• K “‘“. *»»W R»l- 

iam jeswuntbing;3. Pertap Sing; 4. Kunirain. 

r ,i , f0l ! r TVl V T r Sin s- 2 - Umm; 3. Kunnirara ; 4. Praim- 

Jj who,e descendants held lands in the tract called Bullati and tChyrwa. 

sons <=!< 1 i n S ln 1913), founded Kishengurh-. he'had three 

Wh ° m Si “S' wh0 h;,d R »°P Si »S 

roopa Jada eswun t. his son Maun founded Manpura, his issue called Man- 
lb ^ eso ° founded Pisangurh. 

x “- ttamdas, ) 


(No mention of them. 


13. Poorunmul, 

L’ Madoodas, 

15. Mohundas, 

16. Keenit Sing.i 

17. - J 

And seventeen daughter not registered in the chronicle. 

v . / Untlam, Kishengurh, aro imlupond jtt-, unci all under the ■ :paiate protection oV t ’ 0 
ih (lovornmoni, 






CHAPTER V. 


Accession of Raja Soor.—Ills military talents obtain him honours.—Reduces 
j Rao S ocvtan of S ivohi.—Commands against the Icing of Guzerat .— 
Battle of Dhundoca gained by the Raja.—'Wealth and honours acquired, 
—Gifts to the lards,—Commanded against Umra Balecha.—"Battle of 
the Rewa. —S lays the Cholian.—Fresh honours,—Raja S oor and his son 
Quj Sing attend the court of Jchangir.—The heir of Marwar invested 
with the sword ly the Emperor's own hands.—Escalade of Jlialore .— 
Raja Guj attends Prince Khoorm against the Rana\of Me war,—Death oj 
Raja Soor.—Maledictory pillar erected on the Kerbudda.—The Rahtore 
chiefs 9 dissatisfaction at their long detention from their native land .— 
Raja Soor embellishes Jodpoor.—His issm.—Accession of Raja Guj ,— 
Invested with the Rajaship of Boorhanpur.—Made Viceroy of the Delchan, 
—The comp liment paid to his contingent,—Uis various actions .—* 
Receives the title of Dulthumna, or % barrier of the host,’—Causes of 
Rajpoot influence on the imperial succession.—The Sultan Purvez and 
Khoorm , sons of Rajpoot Princesses,—Intrigues of the Queem- to secure 
the succession to their immediate offspring.—Prince. Khoorm plots against 
his brother,—Endeavours to gain Raja Guj, but fails.—The Prince causes 
the chief adviser of Raja Guj to assassinated.—Raja Guj quits the ro¬ 
yal army.—Prince Khoorm assassinates his'brother Purvez.—Proceeds to 
depose his father Jhangir, who appeals to the fidelity of the Rajpoot Princes . 
They rally round the throne , and encounter the rebel army near Bc?iares .— 
The Emperor slights the Rahtore Prince , which proves nearly fatal to hit 
cause.—The rebels defeated.—Flight of Prince Khoorm,—Raja Guj slain 
on the Ouzerat frontier.—His 'second son , Raja Jeswunt ,, sue reals ,— 
Reasons for occasional departure from the rules of primogeniture amongst 
the Rajpoots .— Umra t the elder , excluded the succession.—Sentence of 
banishment pronounced against him,—Ceremony of des-vatu, or ' exile / 
described,—Umra repairs to the Mogul court—Honours conferred upon 
him.—His tragical death, 

Soor Sing succeeded in S. 1651 (AJX 1595). He was serving with 
the Imperial forces at Lahore, where he had commanded since S. 1648, 
when intelligence reached him of his father’s death. . His exploits and 

services were of the roost brilliant nature, and had obtained for him, even 

during Li - father’s lit *, the title‘Sowae Raja ’ and a high grade amongst 
'he dignitaries of the empire. He was commanded by Akber to reduce the 
tr, vrant prince of Sirohi, who, trusting to the natural strength of his moun- 
country, is still refused to acknowledge a liege lord. This service well 
accorded with Lis private views, for he had a feud(^r)wit.h RaoSoorlan which, 
nocordm / to the chronicle, he completely revenged. « He avenged his f ; : ad 
with Soor tan and plundered Sirohi. The Rao had not a pallet sleep 

upon, bx r was obliged to make a bed for hia wives upon the earth. I Ms np 
t, urr to Imvo humbled the Doom, “ who, m his pride, shot his arrows at tho 
for daring to shine upon him.*' Soortan accepted the linpeua cm ? .. . 
token of submission, and agreed to serve with a contingent o >u 
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uu*ifsmen in tho war then entrusted to Raja Soor against the king of Guz¬ 
erat;, whose success we shall relate in the simple language of the chronicle:— 
“The Raja took the pan against the king Mozuffur, with the title of viceroy 
of Guzerat. The armies met a Dhundoca, where a terrible conflict enused. 
The Rahtores lost many valiant men, but the Shah was defeated, and lost 
all the insignia of his greatuess. He3ent the spoil of seventeen thousand 
towns to the king, but kept a crore of dribs for himself, which he sent to 
Jodpoor, and therewith he enlarged the town and fort. For this service 
Akber increased his munsul, and sent him a sword, with a khelat, and a 
grant of fresh lands.” 

Raja Soor, it appears in tho sequel, provided liberally for the bards; for 
no less than ‘ six lords of verse,’ whose names are given, had in gift £10,000 
each of tho spoils of Guzerat, as incentives to song.” 

< c °nquest of Guzerat, Raja Soor was ordered to the Dekhan. 

He obeyed, and with thirteen thousand horse, ten large guns, and twenty 
elephants, he fought three grand battles. On the Rewa (Nerbuddaj he 
at acked Umra Balecha,* who had five thousand horse, whom he slew, and 
reduced all his country. For this service the king sent him a nobut (kettle¬ 
drum), and conferred on him Dhar and its domain.” 

On Akber’s death and tho accession of Jehangir, Soor Sing attended 

hL C i Ur - Wlth V 3 ®°? and ’ heir ' Gu j bin S< whom the king with hia own 
5?|5j , m T 0 ^ tcd Wlth the , sword, for his bravery in the escalade of Jhalore, 

,UOnarch of G uzerat and added to hia 

!=; star 

' p®' vord seve “ thousand Pathaus, whose spoils were sent to the king.” 

. . " ooor, it would appear, after the overthrow of the dynasty of Guz- 
«at wmaujod at the capital, while his son and heir, Guj Sing, "attended 
X. ,, ln ^ commands, and, soon after the taking of Jhalore, was ordered with 
ZJST'H “gainst R ana Umra of Mewar: it was at the very 

oment of its expiring liberties,§ for the chronicle merely adds, “ ICurrun 
> serve the king, and Guj Sing returned to Tarraemrh.il The l ine- 


a<rrr-, n„ V- & ™ mo umunuae merely aai 

inc^il klng ’ and % Si ."« burned to Tarragurh.il The king 

Th, ^ th T^ X - ° wn munsuh (dignity) and that of his father, Raja Soor.” . 
prince. ) Rajpoot chronicle, solicitous only to record the fame of his own 
ioinded wifv. n< « c eem 1 * i necessar y to concern himself with the agents con- 
imarnnr f,.-„ 80 that a stranger to the events of the period would 

commended ^ Ta Igh rellef 2 iven to their action9 - that the Rabtore princes 
involving ain ail the great events described; for instance, that just mentioned, 
,, T t i !°i lhe ^mission of the Rana, when Raja Guj was merely ono of iho 
this iyi 0aaei li ° aoo . om P a in®d the Mogul heir-apparent, Prince Khoovm. on 
this memora nl e eccasion. In the Diary of Jehangir,the emperor, recording 
of c oes n0 ^ even mention the Ralitore prince, though he dops iho^ 

L detail and Du (tea, ae the instruments by! which Prince Khoorm carried 


'Vhick 


+ to one of t he Cholian tribes 

‘ fxuj Vne elephant.’ 
t J^kssical appellation of Jhalore. 

? 1,l o chronicle gays, ‘‘In 8. 1669 (A.D. 1615 


accords exactly with tho dato in the emperor’s owujurmoira. 


'he king formed an tfrim ugaiust the Lana r 


I A J*neor, of which the citadel is stylod Tftrrti 
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frotn^which we conclude that Rajc\Gujhnere]y acted 
grand array which then invaded Mewar. ° 

.ed in the Dekhan, in S. 1G7G (A. D. 1620). Ilo 
added greatly to the lustre of the Rah tore name, was esteemed by the 
emperor, and, as the bard expresses it, “His spear was frightful to the 
Southern.” Whether Raja Soor disapproved of the exterminating warfare 
carried ou in! these regions, or was exasperated at the unlimited service 
he was doomed to, which detained him from his native land, he, in his 
last moments, commanded a pillar to be erected with a curse engraven 
thereon, imprecated upon any of his race w T ho should once cross the 
Nerbudda. From his boyhood ho had been almost an alien to his native 
land : ho had accompanied his father wherever he led the aid of Maroo, 
was serving at Lahore at the period of his accession, and died far from the 
monuments of his fathers, in the heart of the peninsula. Although tho 
emperor w?n not ungrateful in his estimate of those services,—for Raja 
Soor hold by patent no less than “sixteen grand fiefs”*]* of the empire, and 
with the title of Soweto raised above all the princes, his associates nt 
ourt,~it was deemed no compensation for perpetual absenco from tho 
hereditary domain, thus abandoned to the management of servants. The 
great vassals, his clansmen, participated in this dissatisfaction, separat'd 
from their wives, families, and estates ; for to them the pomp of Imperial 
greatness, or the sunshine of court-favour, Was as nothing when weighed 
against the exercise of their influence within their own cherished parti* 
mony. The simple fare of the desert was dearer to the Rahtore than all 
the luxuries of the Imperial banquet, which he turned from with disgust 
to the recollection of The green pulse of Mundawur,’ or his favourite rabri , 
or ''maize porridge,’ the prime dish with the Rahtore. These minor as ¬ 
sociations conjoined with greater evils to increase the mal de pay*) of 
whose influence no human being is more susceptible than the brave Rajpoot. 

Raja Soor greatly added to the beauty of his capital, and left several 
works which bear his name ; amongst them, not the least useful in that 
arid region, is the lake called the Soor Sagur, or 'Warrior’s Sea,’ which 
irrigates the gardens on its margin. He left six sons and seven daughters, 
of whose issue we have no account, viz. Guj S ng, his successor ; Subhu! 
Sing, Beerundeo, Bejoy Sing, Pertap Sing, and Jeswunt Sing. 

Raja Guj, whj succeeded his father in A. D. 1620, was born at Lahore, 
and the teeka of investiture found him in the royal camp at Boorhanpur* 
The beaver J ii was Darab Khan, the son of the khankhanan, or premier 
noble of the emperor’s couit, who, as the Imperial proxy, girt Raja Guj 
with the swoid. Besides the 'nine castle’ (Nohotce Marwar), his patri¬ 
mony, his patent contained a grant of 'seven divisions’ of Guzerat of 
the district of Jhulaye in Dhoondar ; and what was of more consequence 
lo him, though of kss intrinsic value, that of Musaoda in Ajmeer, the 
Loir-loom of his house. Besides those marks of distinction, ha received 
thr highest proof of confidence in the elevated post of viceroy of the 


* Sco Annate of Mewar. Vol, l,p, 291. 

< )f « »»Pi\ nine were Mu* . ubdivioicons of bis native doo,ini« ns .styled fl Thc 1 .Vino Cnstlo, 
uf Mixr-uo for oil be -wiling one of tho great fr ud&torios of tho empire, ho ni <i j a >-rmal uur- 
rer.h:! rvf these, receiving < u again by giant, renewed on every lupr.v, wi >i nil th'-. cpromo- 
).•: of iuvootitnru and relief. Five wore in Uu/orat, one in Malwa,. and one iu the Dekhaa. 
Wo geo that thirteen thour>.uid horse was the contingent of Murwiu’ for the lands tLag held. 
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an ; and, as a special testimony of Imperial favour, $ie Rahtore 
cavaliers composing his contingent were exempted from the dagh > that 
is, having their steeds branded with the Imperial signet. His elder son, 
Umra Sing, served with his father in all his various battles, to the success 
of which his conspicuous gallantry on every occasion contributed In tho 
sieges and battles of Eirkigurh, Golconda, Kelena, Pernala, Gujungnrh 
Asair and Satarra, the Rahtores had their full share of glory, which ob¬ 
tained for their leader the title of D iilthumna, or 'barriei of the host/ 
We have already* remarked the direct influence which the Rajpoot princes 
had in the succession to the Imperial dignity, consequent upon the inter¬ 
marriage of their daughters with the crown, and the various interests 
arising therefrom. Sultan Purvez, the elder son and heir of Jehangir, 
wag the issue of a princess of Manvar, while the second son, Khoorm, as 
his name imports, was the son of a Cuchwahai* princess of Amber. Being 
the offspring of polygamy, and variously educated, these princes wore 
httle disposed to consider consanguinity as a bond of natural union ; and 
their respective mothers, with all the ambition of their. race, thought of 
nothing but obtaining the diadem for the head of their children. "With 
either of these rival queens, the royal children vv r ho were not h:r own, had 
no afllnity with her or hers, and these feelings were imparted from the 
bii fh to their issue, and thus it too often happened that the heir of the 
throne was looked upon with an envious eye, ns a bar to b r * removed at; 
all hazards. This evil almost neutralized the great advantages derived 
* n / Ar ■uwriago with the indigenous races of India ; but it was one 
which would have ceased with polygamy. Kboorm felt his superiorly over 
us cider brother, Purvez, in all but the accidental circumstance of birth, 
lo wa$ in every respect a better man, and a braver and more successful 
B0 , ; anc b having his amb’tion thus early nurtured by the stimulants 

administered by Bheem of Mewar, and the intrepid Mohabet,{ he deter- 
*° rem0ve .this barrier between him and the ?rowm His views were 
rst developed whilst leading the armies in the Dekhan, and ho com- 
mamcated them to Raja Guj of Marwar, who held ihe ]>o. c t of honour 
tudo f an ^ solicited his aid to place him on the throne. Crati- 

biac° p ^Vouris heaped upon him by the king, as well as the natural 
• s to Purvez, made the' Rapa turn a ejenf ear to hi: application. The 
< *° *> ai ' n his point through Govipda?, a Rajpoot of the Bhatti 

prn c ° n \ °* ^° re *S n nobles °f Mar.ro, and copfidential adviser of his 
i .ot, as the annals sav, “Govindus reckoned no one,but his master 
I y bing.^ Frustrated in fhis, Khoorm saw no hopes of success but 
disgusting the Rahtores, and caused the faithful Qovindas to bo 
assassinated by Kishen 8in£ ;§ on which Raja Guj, in disgust, throw up 
P os ^> &ud inarched to his native land. Prom the assisnunUou of 
. ll | v ' which soon followed, the dcposal of 1 is father appeared but a step *. 

Khoorm had collected means, which he deemed adequate to tho design 
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en Jehangir appealed to tho fidelity of the Rajpoots, to support him 
against filial ingratitude and domestic treason; and, in their general obe¬ 
dient to the call, they afforded a distinguished proof of the operation of the 
llroo principle, Gadi-ea-an , allegiance to the throne, often obeyed without 
reference to the worth of its occupant. The princes of Marwar, Ambers, 
Kotab and Boondi put themselves at the head of their household retainer, 
on this occasion, which furnishes a confirmation of a remark already made, 
that the respective annals of the states of Rajasthan so rarely embrace the 
contemporaneous events of the rest, as to lead to the conclusion, that by the 
single force of each state this rebellion was put down. This remark will bo 
lumber exemplified from the annals of Boondi- 

Jehangir was so pleased with the zeal of the Rahtorc prince,—alarmed as 
he was at the advance of the rebels,—that ho not only took him by the hand, 
but what is most unusual, kissed it. When the assembled princes came in 
sight of the rebels, near Benares, the emperor gave the Iterole , or vanguard, to 
tho Outchwaha prince, the Mirza Raja of Amber. Whether this was a point 
of policy, to, secure his acting against prince Khoorm, who was born of this 
race, or merely, as the Marwar annals state, because he brought the greater 
number into the field, is immaterial; but it was very nearly fatal in its 
■soiisyi nonces: for the proud R&htore, indignant at the insult offered to him 
in thus bestowing the post of honour, which was his right, upon the rival 
race of Amber, furled his banners, separated from the royal army, and 
determined to be quiet spectator of the result. But for the impetuous Bheem 
of Me war, the adviser of Khoorm, he might that day have been emperor of 
India. ITe sent a taunting message to Raja Guj, either to join their cause or 
* ( draw their swords/* The Rahtores overlooked the neglect of the king in 
til sarcasm of one of their own tribe; andBheern was slain, Govindcs avenged, 
tfie rebellion quelled, and Khoorm put to flight, chiefly by tho Rahtores and 
Haras, 

In S. 1G04* (A.D. 1038), Raja Guj was slam in an expedition into 
Guzerat; but whether in tho fulfilment of the king’s^ commands, or^ in the 
chactiscment of free boot-'ra on his owu southern frontier, tho chronicles do 
not inform us. He left a distinguished name in the annals of his country 
and two valiant sons, Umra and Jeswunt, to maintain it: another son, Achil, 
died in infancy, 

Tne second son, Jeswunt, succeeded, and furnishes another of many in¬ 
stances in the annals ofRajpootana,of the rights of pri-mogeniture being set asied„ 
Tuis proceeded from a variety of motives, sometime merely paternal affectiom 
sometimes incapacity in the chi l d ‘to head fiLy thousand Rahtores/ and 
sometimes, as in tho present instance, a dangerous turbulence and 
ever-boiling, impetuosity in the individual, which dospised all restraints. 
Wifi there was an enemy against whom to exert Umra was conspicuous 
for his ga'laotry, and in all his father’s wars in the south, was eyor foremost 
In the bati/;*?. HU daring spirit collected around him those of his own race, 
alike in mind, as connected by blood, whose actions, m periods o peace, were 
tho sul)j - v of eternal co nplaint to his father, who was ultimately compelled 
to exclude Uiura from his inheritance. 

In the month of Bmk. S. 1090 (A.D. 163 4 ), {*> years before -he 
d.-* im or o ii i» l convocation of all (he feudality of Jfaroo, sentence 
of exclusioii JVorn c.iooAaGrtn w as nronouuced upon Umra, accompanied 
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Ere solemn and seldom practised rite of Des-vaioh or exile. This cere¬ 
mony, which is marked as a day of mourning in the calender, was attended 
with all the circumstances of funeral pomp. As soon as the sentence was 
pronounced, that his birth right was forfeited and assigned to his junior 
brother, and that he ceased to be a subject of Maroo, the JchelcU or banish¬ 
ment was brought forth, existing of sable vestments, in which he was clad ; 
a sable shield was hung upon his back, and a sword of the same hue girded 
round him; a black horse was then led out, being mounted on which, ho was 
commanded, though nob in anger, to depart whither he listed beyond the 
limits of Maroo, 

Umra went not alone; numbers of each clan, who had always regarded 
him^ as their future lord, voluntarily partook of his exile r He repaired to 
the imperial court * r and although the emperor approved and sanctioned his 
banishment, he employed him. Jib gallantry soon v r on him the title of Rao 
and the munsub of a leader of three thousand, with the grant of Nagore as 
an independent domain, to b? held directly from the crown. Bub the same 
arrogant and uncontro.laWe spirit which lost him his birth-right, brought 
his days to a tragical conclusion. He absented himself for a fort-night from 
court, hunting the boar or the tiger, bis only recreation. The emperor (ohah 
Jeban) reprimanded him for neglecting his duties, and threatened him' with 
a fine. Umra proudly replied, that he had only gone to hunt, and as for a 
fine, he observed, putting his hand upon his sword, that was his sole wealth. 

Phe little contrition which this reply evinced, determined the king to> 
enforce the fine, and the paymaster-general, Sallabut Khan* was sent to 
S*?* m*ymnk It was refused, and the observe- 

desired ^him^ t ; t 0t SUlUng th u ° te “P er °f Umra, he unceremoniously 
desired him to depart. The emperor, thus insulted in the person of his officer 

issued a man late for Umra’s instant appearance. He obeyed; and having 
reached the awn-hhas, or grand divan, beheld the king, “ whose eyes wore 
. , v ' -11 u anger ” with Sallabut in the act of addressing him. Inflamed 
with passion at the recollection of the injurious language he had just received 
poi iap.s at the king’s confirmation of his exclusion from Marwar, he uncere¬ 
moniously passed the Omrahs of five and seven thousand, as if to address tho 
mug ; when, with a dagger concealed in his sleeve, he slabbed Sallabut to- 
•T® neart drawing his sword, he made a blow at the king, which desccnd- 
on t ? e ' P JIar > shivered the weapon in pieces. The king abandoned his 
Tin’ nn . " d to the interior apartment. All was uproar and confusion, 
five MowS ll i nU v^ t5lG worli of deat k’ indifferent, upon whom his blows fell, and 
Gor * , Chl3fs of eminence had fallen, when his brother-inlaw, Urjoou 
confm.wi l {)retence °f cajoling him, inflicted a moral wound though he 
talnov l* f $y his dagger until! he expired. To avenge hi > death, his ro 
8 m 8 * headed by Bullo Champawut and Bhao Khoompawut put on their 
the ** y% rmenls > and a fresh carnage ensued within the loll ’cellah.f To use 
tne words of their native bard," “Tho pillars of Agra boap testimony to 
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'tJhch- deeds, nor shall they ever be obliterated from the record of time; they 

made their obeisance toUmra in the mansions of the sun” The faithtu, 
ban ) tvas out to pieces; and his wife, the princess of Boondi, came in person 
and earth'd awtiv the dead body of Umra, with which she committed herselt 
to the flames. The Bokhara gate by which they gained admission, was built 
up and henceforward known only as “Umra Sing’s gate and m proof ot 
the strong impression made by this event, it remained closed through cen¬ 
turies, until opened in 1809 by Capt. Geo. Steel, of the Bengal engineers.+ 




• t ’ lay be an. "til ta recor.l such fnot«, by the way of contrast with tho state policy of 
il,o w. 't. and foi tho lake of.observing that which would agnate the present paramount 
nr.-vr-nf Inlia should any of its tributary princes defy them as Umra did that- of tho nmvoi - 
^dotoatH of that coin.try. Even these despots borrowed a lesson of mercy from tho 
R loo i “vstem, whi :li does not deem treson heriiitary, nor attains a whole lino for the fault 
of one unworthy link, Shah Jehan, instead of visiting the sins ot the father on the son, 
installed him in hi. fief of Nature. This son was IUe Smgt and it devolved to his children 
* , ,i , •,-ul-childr-.n, (1) until Indnv Sing, the fourth in descent was expelled by the head of 
lho Rah:,ores wl in the weakness of that empire, re-annexed tfagore to Jodpcpr. But per- 
Lanswe have net. hitherto dArvd to imitate the examples sot us by the Moghul and even by 
thi Mohratta; not having suflici nt bold of the affections of lho subjected to venture to bo 
meici'tll • and thence our vongoanc o bolt of heaven, ie vmy hoait of our 

er.cmioa.' Witness tho many chieftain* ejected from their possessions; from the unhallowed 

>, “si’slys 1 s tsesst 

l ;:',That we°can afford to display the attritnt of moroy ; and should unfortunately, its action 
l.nVf.. iLi cl ia Raipootaua, let: it »e ample, for them its grateful influence is understood, and 
ft'Xuis like the dews of •• But if we <j» only to re,uIntoour 

noli Gout action bv the apprehension of danger, it muo* one day recoil upon U3 m awfu retri 
Lion. Our system is -died with evil to the governed, v.hoie a fit of biloio ephemeral poll- 
tical am.-nts, may engender a quarrel leading to tho overthrow of a dominion o. a^ej. 

i- Since these remarks were written, Captain Steell rol /c 1 to the author a singular ano 
flotc canceled with the aV vo eireumstaneo. While tho works of demolition' was proceeding 
Cm t. S. was u • -rntly warned by IR w tives of the danger ho incurred m the operation, 
v," ,i a ,h nunciati n on the closim r ' ate. that it should thence forward bo guarded by 

a hu crpent—when rud- nly, •-!. . >h» .. of the gale being nearly completed, a la.go 

Cohra-iU-cnpolIa ru.-;I,od between hi3 lo/s, as if iu lulfllment of tho anathon.*>• • S. 

foctunatn> hil hod AnopSing, his son Indur Sing, his Bon Mokum Si “£- Thiy 

lint U dosce uiinfc of Raja Guj, and the rightful heir to tlio ‘ cushion of Joda, h\s dw ladled 
“one of the potty thi •■ J, or lords of Marwar. The system is one of eternal vicissitude* 
p.midst nhich tho germ of reproduction never perishem 
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Raja Jeswunt mounts the gadi of Marwar.—Ills mother a princess of M ewar. 
—He is a patron of science.—Ills first service in Gondwana.—Prince 
Dam appointed regent of the empire by his father, Shah Jehan. — j\p- 
points JeSwunt viceroy in Walwa.—Rebellion of Arumjzele, who aspires 
to the crown.—Jeswunt appointed generalissimo of the army sent to oppose 
im.—Battle of Fultehabad, a drawn battle.—Jeswunt retreats.—Heroism 
of Tiao Rutna of Rutlam—Arungzele proceeds towards Agra. —B attic 
of Jajow,—Rajpoots over-powered.—$>liah Jehan deposod.—Arung - 
zehc, now emperor, pardons Jeswunt , and summons him to the pre¬ 
sence.—Commands him ip join the army formed against Bhuja.—Baltic 
oj •. udjwa. Conduct of Jeswunt.—Betrays Arungzebe and plunders his 
camp.—-Forms a junction with Darn.—This prince's inactivity.—Am,ig- 
w nivades 'Jarwar.—Detaches Jeswunt from D ara,—A pointed vie - 
roy of Gmzerat.—Sent to serve in the Dekhan.—Enters into Fvaji’s de- 
mgns.—Plans the death of S haista Khan, the Hnas lieutenant,—Obtains 
“* 0 l''f-—SupC'ceded by the prince of Amber.--^Re-appointed to the 
army tw Bekhan.—Stimulates Prince M oay.zim to reFellion.-F.uprr 

D Hant d rZ A , - t esi . uu f l l i ries , t0 fdm of. -Removed, from the 
lions \LaT»?'7>V? %t T d hy the '^-Ordered against the rebel- 

Uarae ofJochmL C f ld /~ Jes ' l i unt ***** son, PHthwi Bing, in 
7 y . °J oodpoor.—Prdhwi Sing commanded to court bv Arunazvbc. 

rIZh g ZwinTatVb S i ned ., r0be -~ I fi s death. — Character.—The tidinns 
Ty iT ii ! Cahld \ nnd cause Aw death.- Character of Kswunl - 
^cdotesfiUustram of Rahtore character.-Nairn Khan.-IHs exploits 
with the tiger, and against Boortanof 8 arohh 

‘ cusbioii’^f Atif WUNT ’ W v° obfcained >. b ? the banishment of Umra. the 
circumsta ipr J a,war > wa s born of a princess of Marwar; and although this 
wUb2wn!f n ' 31 ^ve influenced the change of succession, ii; 

conncctiS wiS Rajpootana, its princes regarded a 

« j Rana s family as a primary honour. 

time. ' StrnV^i^ 8 '^ 5 ' v ' as unequalled amongst the princes of his 

lie ruled- r„,r, ly ai " ignorance were banished; and science flourished whore 
The so- th Were t ,e >00 CS fom P osed > un de - his auspices.” 
renown and t n! nt ' nUcd ' to b ® th ® arena in wl,iph the material Rajpoot sought 
the national . e, , nperor had onl >' ri S htI .'; to understand his character to turn 
chronicler‘< h U atl0n to account ' Shah Jehan > in the language of the 
to govern necam e a slave to the seraglio, and. rent, his sons,as viceroys 
was h he S r:! nd divisions of the empire. The first service of Jeswunt 
t"\Vv d‘<y, war of tloadwana, when he led a body compos ed of twenty- 

varioi,^' "X at C01ltin 8' enfc9 ” in the army under A.rungzebe. In this and 
a j Z 5 ot 4 er services (to enumerate which would be to go over the ground 
^ y passed),* the Rahtores wera conspiouous. Jeswuht played a 

rho now translation of FerishWs IJ -tor/, by Lioufc. Col. Brigga, a work ruifb 
ni by th0S ° Wh ° ™ h ' he «**«*» 01 kh ® pvlucor, »! iiroh 
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: €»g)^aratively subordinate part, untill the illness of the emperor, in ii. 
1658, when his elder son Dara was invested with the powers of regen. 
Prince Dara increased the munsub of Jeswunt to a leader of 1 five thousand’ 
and nominated him his viceroy in Malwa, 

In the struggle for empire amongst the sons of Shah Jehan, consequent 
uponthis illness, the importance of the Rajpoot princes and the fiidelity we have 
often had occasion to depict, were exhibited in the strongest light. While 
Raja Jey Sing was emmauded to oppose prince Shuja, who advanced from 
his viceroyalty of Bengal, Jeswunt was entrusted with means to quash the 
designs of Arungzebe, then commanding in the south, who had long cloaked, 
under the garb of hypocrisy and religion, views upon the empire. 

The Rahtoro prince was declarad generalissimo of the army destined to 
oppose Arungzebe, and he marched from Agra at the head of the united 
contingents of Rajpootana, besides tho imperial guards, a force which, to 
uae the hyperbole of the bard, “ made Shea nag writhe in agony.” Jeswunt, 
marched towards the Nerbudda, and had encamped his army in a position 
fifteen miles) south of Oojein, when tidings reached him of his opponents 
approach. In that field which the emperor erected a town subsequently 
designated Futtehabad, or ‘ abode of victory,’ Jeswunt awaited his foes. 
Tp Q battle which ensued, witnessed and so circumst'antia Iy related by 
jqcior, as has been already noticed in the work,* was lost by the tcmciity of 
the Rahtoro commander-in-chief, who might have crushed the rebellious hopes 
uf Arungzebe, to whom he purposely gave time to effect a juuction with his- 
brother Morad, from the vain-glorious desire “ to conquer , two princes at 
one;Dearly did he pay for lm presumption; for he had given time to the 
vv ji >,rinoe to sow intrigues in his camp, which were disclosed as soon as the 
battle joined, when the Moghul horse deserted and left him at the head of his- 
tb'rtv thousand Rajpoots, deemed, however, by their leader and themselves, 
sufficient a-v.inst any odds. “Jeswunt, spear in hand, mounted his steed 
Mabaob and charged the imperial brothers; ten thousand Moslems fell 
in the onset, which cost seventeen hundred Rahtorcs. besides Cfehlots, 
Maras + Gores, and some of every clan of Rajwarra. Arung and Morad only 
escaped because their days were not yet numbered. Maboob and his rider 
were covered with blood; -Tcsoh looked like a famished lion, and like one 
relinquished his prey.” The hard is fuliy confirmed in his relation ol the day, 
Kii h by the Moghuf historian and by Bernier, who says, that notwithstanding 
the immense superiority of the imperial princes, aided by a numorous artillery 
served by Frenchmen, night- alone put a stop to the contest of science, numbers, 
and artillery, against Rajpoot courage. Both armies remained on the field 
of battle, and 'though we have no notice of the anecdote related by first tran- 
alator of Ferishta, who makes Jeswunt “ in brav&do drive his ear round the 
field ” it is certain that Arungzebe was too politic to renew the combat, or 
Id,., rr-trent which took nlaoo next day towards his native dominions. 



• Vol. 1. p. 487. 
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.hat the prince and five bvotlisrs *11 in this field 







ANNALS OF MARWAR. 


<SE 


ris stated by the Moghul historian that fifteen thousand -fell, chiefly Raj¬ 
poots, This was one of the events glorious to the Rajpoot, shewing his de¬ 
votion to whom fidelity (swamdherma) had been pledged,—the aged and 
enfeebled emperor Shah Jehan, whose ‘‘salt they ate/'—against all the temp¬ 
tations offered by youthful ainbition. It is forcibly contrasted with the con¬ 
duct of the immediate household troops of the emperor, who, even in tho 
moment of battle, worshipped the rising sun, whilst the Rajpoot sealed his 
faith in his blood; and none more liberally than the brave Haras of Kotah 
and Boondi. The annals of no nation on earth ckn furnish such an example, 
as an entire family, six royal brothers, stretched on the field, and all but one 
in death.* 

Of all the deeds of heroism performed on this day, those of Rutna of 
Rut lam by universal consent, are pie-eminent, and M are wreathed into im¬ 
mortal rhyme by the bard ” Rasa Rao Rutna .f He also was a Rahtore, 
the great grandson of Oodi Sing, the first Raja of Maroo; and nobly did ho 
shew that the Rahtore blood had not degenerated on the fertile plans of 
Mai wa. If aught were wanting to complete the fame of this memorable day, 
which gave empire to the scourge of Rajpeotana, it is found in the conduct 
of Jeswunt’s queen, who, as elsewhere related^ shut tho gates of his capital 
on her fugitive lord, though he “brought back his shieldand his honour. 

Arungzebe, on Jeswunt’s retreat, entered the capital of Malwa in 
triumph, whence, with all the celerity requisite to success, he pursued his 
march on the capital. At the village of Jajow, thirty miles south of Agra 
to lidclity o( the Rajpoots again formed a barrier between tho aged king 

SS fidSr ° D rL h n SOn; + but lt sorved no othcr purpose than to illustrate 

re^ne- tml'thf ac-? JP ° T'® °, ver P 0Wered > Daia was driven from the 
regencj, anu tue aged emperor deposed. 

S ° 0n aft n er U 9 Ur P in g throne, sent, through tho prince of 
■’ u ’ hls assurances of pardon to Jeswunt, and a summons to the presence 
P eparatory to joining the army forming against his brother ;Shuja, advaim-’ 
SL- , IOat ® hls claira9 to empire. The Rahtore, deeming it a g’orious 
occasmn for revenge, obeyed, and communicated to Shuja his intentions, 
iw —J ? 6 r mUeS Iaefc , afc Ku Jwa, thirty miles north of AltaWd, On the 
rear wheeling about with his Rahtore cavaliers, attacked the 

Blundll f l h? arm ? , Under P “ aCe Moba »™ed, which lie cut to pieces and 
camnlf ^tWi! mpeni ^ lt,a “P(J eft unprotected), lie doliberatciv loaded his 
the force' V ftr rl. ^ - m0S i vaIuable eftccts > wl wb despatched under part of 

i.na*’ 


reauirpd T * wmc « baa nearly nappene # 

Sh-n r u°T ^ 8ummo ^s to have surrendered, when he might 
j.nii- i J eila “ ^ r . 0ra confinement*, and with this “ tower of 
rp, an opposition fatal to the prince. 

-bat this plan suggested itself to Jeswunt’s sagacity we t 


have released 
treugth have 


Minot 
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of c?rna< e ( ^ ( nil annaISj w bioh sfcafco that the prince and five brothers all fell \n thie f )0 pi 

the Uatr^o Rufei?>.' lISS ' | - rwented by th0 Att(ihor to the Royal A untie Society, id this wo.-fc, 
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the manifest danger of lockiug of his army within the precinetT 
of ^Tcapiial ; if victory was given to Arungzebe, he had other reasons for 
not halting at Agra. Alibis designs were in concert with prince Dara, the 
rightful heir to the throne, whom he had instructed to hasten to the scene 


rlgllUU! JULLjLI tu LUG OUIUUVJ, llv 

of action ; but while Jes vunl remained hovering in. the rear of Arungzebc, 
v.->nrrtflnforii« nvno, tine? tho junction of the nrineo. the latter loitered on the 


Vi - 1 y vwu n ill x u V w w O f Or 

momentarily expecting the junction of the prince, the latter loitered on the 
southern froniier of Marwar, and thus lost, for ever, the crown within his 
grasp. Jcswunt continued his route to his native dominions, and had at 
least the gratification of housing the spoils, even to the regal tents, in the 
castle of Joda, Dara tardily formed a junction at Mairta ; but the critical 
moment was lost, and Arungzebe, who' had crushed Shuja’s furce, rapidly 
advanced, now joined by many of the Rajpoot princes, to overwhelm this 
fast remnant of opposition. The crafty Arungzebe, however, who always 
preferred stratagem to the precarious issue of arms, addressed a letter to 
Jeswunt- not only assuring him of his entire forgiveness, but offering the 
viceroyalty of Guzerat, if he would withdraw his support from Dara, and 
remain neuter in the contest. Jeswunt accepted the condition, and agreed 
to lead the Rajpoot contingents, under prince Moazzim in the war against 
Sevaji bent on reviving the independence of Mahrashtra. From the conduct 
again pursued by the Rahtorc, we have a right to infer that he only 
abandoned Dara because, though possessed of many qualities which ondeared 
him to the Rajpooot, besides his title to the throne, he wanted these virtues 
necessary to ensure euecess against his energetic brother. Scarcely had 
Jeswunt reached the Dekban when he opened a communication with Sevaji, 
planned the death of the king’s lieutenant, Shaista Khan on which he hoped 
to havo the guidance of the army, and the young viceroy. Arungzebe 
received authentic intelligence of this polt, and the share Jeswunt had in fit; 
bni he temporized, and oven sent letters of congratulation on his succeeding 
t C) fche command-m-chicf. But he soon superseded him by Raja Joy Sing of 
Amlier who brought the war to a conclusion by the capture of Sevaji. The 
honour attending this exploit was, however, soon exchanged for disgrace ; for 
when the Amber prince found that the tyrant had designs upon the life of 
his prisoner, for whose safety he had pledged himself, ho connived at his 
escape. Upon this, Jeswunt was once more declared the emperor’s 
lieutenant, arid soon inspired piinee Moazzim with designs, which again 
compiled ’ the king <o supersede him, and Deliro Khan was declared general 
in chief He reached Arungabad, and the night of his arrival would have 
been his last but he received intimation and rapidly retreated, pursued by 
;iic prince and Jeswunt to the Nerbudda. The emperor saw the necessity of 
removing Jeswunt from this dangerous post, and he sent him the firman as 
viceroy o' Guzerat, to which he commanded hmito repair without delay, 


ilodioved, reached Ahmedabad, and found the king had outwitted him and In 

A v ? . i _ , n >,Gniiorl IMCI Pfinvaa r r* V.ia nali,,, 


successor in command; he, therefore, continued his course to his native 
dominions, where he arrived in S. 1726 (A D. j/0.) 

The wily tyrant had, in a 1 1 these changes, used every endeavour to 
circumvent Jeswunt, and, if the annals are correct, was little scrupulous 
us to the means. But the Raja was protected by the^fidchty^ of his kindred 


vasaalagc. 


ieui’8. Din me Lwy* i , — 

In the words off he bardic chronicler, The Asivapati Arung, 


* The 
clcWfticiiUy 


i.muii opitbol of the Islamite emperors 
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treachery in vain, put the collar of simulated friendship round his 
and sent him beyond the Attok to die.” 

The emperor saw that the only chance of counteracting Jeswunt’a 
inveterate hostility was to employ him where he would be least dangerous. 
He gladly availed himself of a rebellion amongst the Afghans of Oabul; 
and with many promises of favor to himself and his family, appointed him to 
the chief command, to lead his turbulent Rajpoots against the equally 
turbulent and almost savage Afghans. Leaving his elder son, Pirthi Sing, 
in charge of his ancestral domains, with his wives, family, and tho chosen 
bands of Maroo, Jeswunt departed for the land of the'* barbarion,’ from 
which he was destined never to return. 

It is related, in the chronicles of Maroo, that Arungzebo having 
commanded the attendance at court ot Jeswunt’s heir, he obeyed^ and waa 
received not only with tho distinction which wore his due, but with the 
most specious courtesy: that one day, with unusual familiarity, the king 
desired him to advance, and grasping firmly his folded hands 1 (the usual 
attitude of deference) m one of h : s own, said, “Well, Rahtore, it is told me 


✓ , ~ »» J.u v l i L LU m UWIU Un. 

you possess as nervous an arm as your fathor; what can y u do now ?” “God 


preserve your majesty,’ replied the Rajpoot prince, “whim ihe sovereign of 
mankind lays the hand of protection on the meanest of his subjects, all hie 
liopes realized • but when he condescends to take both of mine, T feel ds .f I 
could conquer the world.’ His vehement artd animated gesture gave full 
fore, to h.s words, and Arungzebo quickly exclaimed, “ Ah ! here i another 
Rhootun, (the term ho always applied to Jeswunt;) yet, affect in r, | 0 he 

pleased with the frank boldness of his speech, he ordered him a "nlondid 
dress, which, as customary, he put on, and, having maT h s leisance left 
the presence m the certain assurance of exaltation. s ,e ' fc 

J hat dvy was his last!—he was taken i 1 soon after reaching his a ma¬ 
ters, and expired m great torture, and to this hour his death is attributed fo 
the poisoned robe of honour presented by the kino* ‘ '° 

•iualiH r efrl^ g 7fi th ^l aff0f h ^Wsage,and endowed with all the 
ca'taSiJh?.^* 0 lead .^ Q s ^ orda of ttwoo. His death, th.-s reported, 

zebe from the griat e rte death reloas ^ Arun*-. 

tho terrors ot 1,M ilfo ; f01 ’ the illustrious Scvaji and Jeswunt 

mV usM hl Qa n rC Within a few m0Dths of 'other. Of the ffiorr 
JL. 50 „ t ^? words of fche biographer of his contemporary, liana Raj Sim- 

n ' bl § hs never ceased flowing from Arutig’s heart while Jeswunt 


paid tl 


ua mode of being rid of oncmies ia firmly believed by I he Rajixx 
in 'i l 0S ^ are recorded in this work. Of cc-ursa, it must bo by port 
if ; a jL C lT ? mto ’ vhcre only a thin tunic is worn next the skin much mi; 
a d, ®cu1b to understand how death could bo ac C ouu>Ua)ied. That fin* 
WO nave only to recall tl. story of Hercules put into doggerel bv pj 

-“ He whom Dnjauira 

u Wrapp’d in »he o'.YOnomod buirfcj ulid syt on fire, 
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__The life of Jeswunt Sing is one of the most extraordinary in the annals* 

of Rajpootana, and a full narrative of it would afford a perfect and deeply 
interesting picture of the history and manners of the period. Had his abilities, 
which wre far above mediocrity, been commensurate with his power, credit, 
and courage, he might, with iho concurrent aid of the many powerful enemi-s 
of Arungzebe, have overturned the Moghul throne. Throughout the long 
period of two and forty years, events of magnitude crowded upon each other, 
from the period of his first contest with Avungzebe, in he battle of the 
Nerbudda, to his conflicts with the Afghans amidst the snows of Caucasus. 
Although the Rahtore had a preference amongst the sons of Shah Jehan, 


esteeming the frank Du:< ; above the crafty Arungzebe, yet he detested the 


who! • race r s inimical to the religion an 1 ! the independence of his own ; and 
he only fed the hopes of any of the brothers, in their struggles for empire, 
expecting ' hat they would end in the ruin of all. His blind arrogance lost 
him the battle of the Nerbudda, and the supineness of Dara prevented his 
reaping the fruit of his treachery at Kujwa. The former event, as it reduced 
the means and lessened the fame of Jeswunt, redoubled bis hatred to the 


coiviueror. Jeswunt neglected no opportunity which gave a chance of 

— 4 *» . « I 9 - J L . — 1 . 1 1 ws U / 1 o 1 aH 


ueswunu ~ ~. ~ _ 

revenge. Impelled by this motive, more than by ambition, he never declined 
situation of trusiy and in each he disclosed the ruling passion of his mind. 
Hm overture to Sevaji (like himself the implacable foe of the Moghul), 
against whom he was sent to act; his daring attempt to remove the imperial 
li*>utenants, one by assasinution, the other by open force , his inciting 
O: i who.vo in experience he was sent to guide, to revolt against his father, 

;i • some mong the many signal instances of Jeswunt’s thirst for vengeance. 
Too oinp >r, fully aware of this hatred, yet compelled from the force of cir— 
cuiusfanccs to dissemble, was always on the watch to counteract it, and the 
artifices this mighty king had recourse to in order to conciliate Jeswunt, 
perhaps to throw him off his guard, best attest the dread in Vv^liioli he held 
him. Alternately ho hold the viceroyalty of Guzerab, of the Dekban, ot 
Jtfalw*, Ajmeor, and Oabul (whore he died), either directly of the .M$g, or as 
r L . king s 11 \it nant, and second in command under one of the princes. But 
ho used all these favours merely as stepping stones to the sole object of bis 
life. Accordingly, if Jessvunt’s character had been drawn by a biographer 
of the court, vi wed merely in the ught of a greet vassal of the empire, it 
would have reached us marked \vi h the stigma of treachery in every trust 
reposed in hi:n , but, on the other hand, when we reflect on the character 
the king* the avowed enemy of the Hindu faith, we only see in Jeswunt a 
princo putting all to hazard in i(s suppoit. Ire had to deal with one who 
placed him ii •; flees. not from personal regard, but because he deemed 

• hoi w submission better than avowed hostility, and the Kaja, therefore, 
only o, posed fraud to hypocrisy, and treachery to superior strength. Doubt¬ 
less the ftahiore was sometimes dazzled by the baits which the politic king 
administered to his vanity; and when all his brother princes eagerly contend- 
ed for royal favour, it was something to be singled out as the first amongst 
his peers in Rajnootana. By su-h conflicting impulses wore both parties 
actuated in their mutual conduct throughout a period in duration nearly 
C(]uft to the life of rn . ; and it is no slight testimony to Arungzebe s skill 
.m ' manuring ^ »ch a subject, that* ho was able to neutralizing uatred and 


the power of 
vanity, and 


J esv 
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unt throughout this lengthened peno 


the immense power wielded by 


the kings 


But it was this 
ho could rewarded 
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by the addition of a vice-royalty to their hereditary domains, tha$ 
made tho Rajpoot princes slaves ; for, had all the princely contem oruries of 
Jeswunt, — Jey Sing of Amber, the Rana Raj of Mar war, and Sovaji,— 
coalesced against their national foe, tho Moghul goy er must have - sen ex¬ 
tinct, Could Jeswunt, however, have been satisfied* with the mental wounds 
he inflicted upon the tyrant, he would have had amile revenge; for tho 
image of the Rahtore crossed all his visions of aggrandizement. The cruel 
sacrifice of his heir, and the still more barbarous and unrelenting ferocity 
with which he pursued Jeswunt's innocent family, are the surest proofs o? 
the dread which the Rahtore prince inspired while alive. 

Previous, however, to entering on this and the eventful period which 
followed Jcswunt’s death, wo may record a few anecdotes illustrative of the 
character and manner of the vassal chieftains, by whose aid he was thus 
enabled to brave Arungzebe. Nor can we do better v than allow N&hur 
Khan, chief of the Koompawuts and premier noble, to be the representative 
portrait of tho clans of Maroo. It was by tho vigilance of this chief, and his 
daring intrepedity, that the many plots laid for Jeswunt’s life were defeated * 
and in the anecdote already given, when in order to restore his prince from a 
nt of mental delusion,* he braved the superstitions of his race, his devotion 
vms put to a severer test than any which could result from personal pt iifi 
Ine anecdote connected with his nom dc guerre of Nahur (tiof r) Khan, ex¬ 
emplifies his personal, as the other does his mental intrepidity. The real 

name of this individual, the head of the Koompawut clan, was Mokundi.s. 
lie bad personally incurred the displeasure of the emperor, by a reply which 
was deemed disrespectful to a message sent by the royal ahdu, for which ’he 
C S ra " d kim to enter a tigor’s den, nnd contend for his !ifo un- 
mt_d. _ \v ituout a sign of fear, he entered the arena, where tho savage ho nt 
was pacing, and thus contemptuously accosted hum “ Oh tiger of bh^vuuh t 
(ace the tiger of Jeswunt-” exhibiting to the king of forest a pair of eves, 
ivmen anger and opium had rendered little less inflamed than his own. tho 
animal, startled by so unacostomed a salutation, for a moment looked at his 
visitor, put down his head, turned round and stalked from him. “ You see,’' 
If I* f khe Rahtore, ‘ that he dare not face me, and it is contrary to the 
p. ^ tune Kajpoot to attack an enemy who dare not confront him.” 

pistiiL i- i yratit. who,beheld i<he. scene, was surprised into admiral;, i:, pro- 

. mni with gifts, and asked if he bad any children 10 inherit his prow-res. 
vo.ui , i V ’ i how can we get chihlreh, when you keep us from our wives be- 
each otle Att t^ r ’ ful ty ?hows that the Rahtore and fear were strangers to 
«i t.i viJo p m this’singular encounter, he bore the name of Nubur Khan, 
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is u» term used hy the Hindu to a Moosliia, wlio himself ghnovnlly ay-,H< 
S°£UC; tho villago-edioolmastor has always the lionoiuuble epithet of M':<xh j* l. 
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attempt; and there were few who did not corne off’ with bruises and falls, In 
which consisted the spot. When Nahur heard the command, ho indignantly 
replied, he “ was not a monkeythat “if the princes wished to see his feats» 
it must be where his sword had play ; 5 ’ on which he was ordered against Soor- 
ian. the Deorah prince of Sirohi, for which service he had the whole Rah- 
tore contingent at his disposal. The Deorah prince, who could not attempt 
to cope against it in the field, took to his native hills, but while he deemed 
iumself secure, Mokund, with a chosen band, in the dead of night, eutered 
the glen where the Sirohi prince reposed, stabbed the solitary sentinel, bound 
the prince with his own turban to his pallet, while, environing him with his 
clansmen, he gave the alarm. The Deorahs starting from their rocky beds, 
collected round their prince, and were preparing for the rescue, when Nahur 
called aloud, “ You see his life is in my hands; be assured it is safe if you are 
wise; but he dies on the least opposition to my determination to convey him 
to ray prince. My sole object in giving the alarm, was that you might be¬ 
hold me carry off my prize. v He conveyed Soortan to Jeswunt, who said 
he must introduce him to the king. The Deorah prince was carried to court 
and being led between the proper officers to the palace, he was instructed 
to perform that profound obeisance, from which none were exempted Rut 
the haughty Deorah replied,"His life was in the king’s hands, his honour 
in his own; he had never bowed the head to mortal man, and never 
would.’’ As Jeswunt had pledged himselt for his honourable treatment, 
the officers of the ceremonies endeavoured by stratagem to obtain a 
constrained obeisance, and instead of introducing him as usual, they 
shewed him a wicket, knee high, and very low overhead, by which to enter, 
but putting his feet foremost, his head was the last part to appear, this 
Ftujbonn ingenuity, his noble bearing, and his long-protracted resistance 
ad J d to Jeswunts [ledge, won the king’s favour ; and he not- only proffered 
him pardon, but whatever lands hu might desire. Though tho king md ne 
name the return, Soortan was well aware of the ternis but he boldly and 
quickly replied, “ What can your majesty bestow equal to Achi.guru. let me 
return to it, is all I ask. 5 The king had the magnanimity to comply with his 
request: Soortan was allowed to retire to the castle of Aboo, nor did he or 
any of the Deorahs ever rank themselves amongst the vassals ot the empire; 
but they have continued to the present hour a life of almost savage inde¬ 
pendence . A 

From such anecdotes we learn the character of the tiger lord ot Asope, 
and LisbiOther Rahtores of Marwar; men reckless of life when put in com¬ 
petition with distinction and fidelity to their prinoo, as will be fl luiuiant} 

|o describe. 


illustrated in the reign we arc about 
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rh t or the immoveable castle, cne . ,r, ,iv, n 
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CHAPTER VII. 




The pregnant queen of Jeswunt prevented from becoming Sail.—Seven con- 
cubines and one Rani burn with him . —T he Ckundracali Itani mounts 
the pyre at Mundore.—General grief for the loss of Jeswunt,—Posthumous 
birth of Ajit. — Jeswunt 9 s family and contingent return from Cabul to 
Marwar.—Intercepted by Arunazebe, who demands the surrender of the 
infant Ajit.—The chiefs destroy the females and defend themselves 
Preservation of the infant prince ,— The Eendos take Mxtndore .— Expelled, 
~Arungzebe invades Mar war, takes and plunders Jodpoor, and sacks 
all the large towns.—Destroys the Hindu temples , and commands the con¬ 
version of the Rahtore race.—Impolicy of the meet sure. — Establish* y the 
Jezeya, or tax on infidels.—The Rahtores and S ecsodictf unite against the 
feing,—Events of the war from the Chronicle .— The M airlea clan oppose 
the entire royal army, but are cut to pieces.—The combined Rajpoots 
fight the imperialists at Nadolc .— Bheem , the son of the Rana y slam .— 
Prince Akberdisapproves the war against the RajpooU.-—Makes over¬ 
tures .— Coalition.—Tice Rajpoots declare Akber emperor.—Treachery ami 
death of Tyler Khan.—Akber escapes , and claims protection from the 
Rajpoots.—Doorga conducts Prince Akber to the Dekhan.—Sotting, brother 
Uad8 r Rahtores.—Conflict at Jodpoor.—Affair at Sojut.— 

Vrnfkfh T r ? U * a lP ea .''*-—-A-rtwzeBi offers peace,-—The conditions 
,, 9 ' “ y. Soiling. Sonina s death.—Aruvgzebe annuls the treaty .— 
/ race Azvm left to carry on the war.—Mooslem garrisons throughout 
Marwar.—The Rahtores take post in the Aravali hills. -Numerous 
encounters,—Affairs of S ojnt. — Cheraie. — Jytarun. — Rainpur, — Palli— 
Immense sacrifice of lives—The Bhattiesjoin the Rahtores.— The Mairtea 
chief assassinated during a Unco—Further encounters. —S ewanoh assanl 
ted.—The M ooslem garrison put to the sword.—N*or AUi abducts the 
Assam damsels.—Is pursued and killed, Mooslem garr ison of Samlhur 
destroyed. — Jha. love^capitu lates to the Rajpoots. 

of a' > W ? EN ' Teswunt died be y° nd ihe Attok, his wife, the f future) mother 
of Uetenmned to burn with her lord, but being in the seventh month 
ot ^. r r , 3bo was forcibly prevented by Ooda Koompawut. ilia 

the fcuV and aeV ° n P atras (Q° nc ' J binesJ mountod the pyr<* ; and as soon 
her lot- n I j g3 rcacb ™ Jodpoor, the Chundravai queen, taking a turban oi 
mtKlVr’ u f' ouded the pile at Mundore. The Hindu race was in despair 
the so • ?i °i u le su Pl’ 0rfc of their faith. The balls of the temple were mute; 
rWf r U ” s no longer sounded at sun-rho ; the Brahmins vitiated their 
• 'jnes and learned the Mooslem creed.” 
too queen was delivered of a boy, who received the name of Ajit. As 
oeu as she was able to travel, the Rahtore contingent, with their infant 
P’Oace, his mother the daughters, and establishment of their late sovereign, 
prepared to return to tl; n native land. But the unrelenting tyrant, oarry- 
roa k n ven 2 6ait0ii 1 -nurds Jeswunt even beyond the grave, u? soon they 
■trd , Delhi, commanded that the infant should be surrendered to his ous- 
0 >' " Arung offered to devide Jllaroo amongst th&n if they would suv- 
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their p-ince ; but they replied. * Our country is with our sinews, and 
these can defend both it and our lord/ With eyes red with rage, they left 
the Aum-khaSi Their abode was surrounded by the host of the Shah. In 
a basket of sweetmeats they sent away the young prince, and prepared to 
defend their honour, they made oblations to gods, took a doublo portion of 
Opium, and mounted their steeds. Then spoke Rinchor, and Govind the son 
of Toria, and Chundurbhan the Darawut, and the son of Raghou, on whose 
shoulders the sword hid been married at Oojein, with the fearless Bharmul the 
Oodawut, and the Soojawut, Raghoona’h. 4 Let us swim/ they exclaimed, ‘in 
the ocean of fight. Let us root up these Asuras, and be cariied by the Apsaras 
to the mansions of the sun/ As thus each spoke, Soojah the bard took tho word 
“ for a day like this/ said he, * you enjoy your fiefs ( pultas ), to give in your 
lord’s cause your bodies to the sword, and in one mass to gain ewarga (heaven), 
As for me, v/ho enjoyed his frendship and his gifts, this day will I make hi3 
salt resplendent. My father’s fame will I uphold, and lead the death in this 
day’s fl.ht, that future bards may hymn my praise.’ Then spake Doorga, son 
of As*oh: ‘the teeth of the Yavans are whetted, but by tho lighting emitted 
from our swords, Delhi shall witness our deeds ; and the flame of our anger 
-hall consume the troop 3 of the Shah/ As thus the chiefs communed, and 
fhe troops of the king approached, the Raj-Ioca* of their la to lord was sent 
to inhabit swerga. Lance in hand, with faces resembling Yania,f the Rah- 
tures ru:-;hed upon the foe. Then the music of swords and shields commenced, 
\Wfob owed wave in the field of blood. SanLara| completed his chaplet 
in tho battle fought by the children of Doohur in the streets of Delhi. 
R una contend, d with nine thousand of the foe ; but Lis sword failed, and 
as he DU, Rembha§ carried him away. Dilloh the Darawut mode a gift of 
his life;, the salt of his lord he mixed with the water of the field.1T Chim- 
durbhan was conveyed by the Apsaras to Chandrapur.** The Bhatti was 
cut t > piecemeal and lay on tbo field beside the son of Soortan. I ho faithful 
Oc jawut appeared like the crimson lotos ; he journeyed to Swarga to visit. 
Jeswunt. Sand oh the bard, with a sword in either hand, was in the front of 
the bat lie, and gained the mansion of the moon.ff Every tribe and every 
clan performed its duty ir this day’s pilgrimage to the stream of the sword, 
in which Doorgadns ground the foe and saved his honour.lt 

Wh tt ftht.se brave men saw that nothing sh rt of the surrender of all 
that was dear to a Rajpoot was intended by the fiend-like spirit o i the king^ 


- A ciop.ftte mode of naming the female part of Jeawtmt’s family; the 1 royal abode * 
l r,io«l h y. mg daughters, sent to inhabit heaven (swarga), 
f Pluto. 

t ' The i< • rl of ihe shell/an epithet of n8 tho god ol war; his war trump being 
« shell (?avi:h); his chaplet (mala), which the Buhtore bard says was incomplete until this 
l ? f{ht, being of human aeulta. 

r uuoun n f tho Apoaras or celestial nymphs. 

| Por e makoa Sarporlon s:.y : , 

The life that, others pay, let un bestow 
And give to fame what we to nature owo. 

i. o blood. 

for i-urh a dirfiinutipo. , i n which the deeds 

U I - M.vt a ,Wt transect of tho poet.o .ocj.nn^ "rThevau.i.yte* hud not 

uanu 1 , uu f l t bo of every wit t rior who toll, aro related, Tho hoiv 
?. more brilliant i iuio for th'3 buid. 
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,q^mr.t thought was the preservation of their prince; the next to secure 
Their own honour an i that of their late master. The means by which they 
accomplished this were terrific. Tho females of the deceased, together with 
their own wives and daughters, were placed in an apartment filled with gun¬ 
powder, and the torch applied—all was soon over 1 This sacrifice accom¬ 
plished, their sole thought was to secure a niche in that immortal temple, 
which the Rajpoot bard, as well as the great minstrel of the west, peoples 
with “ youths who died, to be by poets sung.’ 7 For this, the Rajpoot’s an¬ 
xiety has in all ages been so great, as often to defeat even the purpose oi 
revenge, his object being to die gloriously rather than to inflict death ; assur¬ 
ed that his name would never perish; but, presorved in “immortal rhyme n 
by the bard, would serve as tho incentive to similar deeds. Accordingly, 
the battle fought by the sons of Doohurea* in the streets of Delhi,” is one 
of the many themes of everlasting eulogy to the Rahtores: and the seventh 
of Sravan, S. 1736 (the second month of the Monsoon of A.D. 1680), is a 
sacred day in the calendar of Maroo. 

In the midst of this furious contest, tho infant prince was saved. To 
avoid suspicion the h^ir of Maroo, concealed in a basket of sweetmeivs, was 
entrusted t > a Moos^ern, who religiously executed his trust and conveyed him 
to the appointed spot, where he was joined by the gallant Doorgadas with the 
survivors win* had cat their way through all opposition, and who v :ro doom¬ 
ed often to bleed for the prince thus miraculously preserved. It is pleasing 
to find that, if to '■ the leader of the faithful , 1 '* the bigoted Aruugzebo, they 
OWOl ‘ MO ™ uoh misery, to one (and ho of humble life), of the same t .ith they 
owed the preservation of their line. The preserver of Ajit lived to witness 
manhood and iho redempti >n of Ins b rthright, and to find that princes 
e not always ungrateful; for he was distinguished at court, wag nov< r ad¬ 
dressed but as Kaka> or uncle, by the prince; and to the honour of his suc¬ 
cessors be it told, the lands ^hen settled upon him are still onioyed by his 
descendants, > J 


his 

ar 


With tho sole surviving scion of Jeswunt, the faithful Doorga and a few 
chosen friends repaired to tho isolated rock of Aboo, and placed him in a 
monasfciuy of recluses. 'I here the heir of Maroo was reared in entire igm> 
ance of hus birth. Still rumours prevailed, that a son of Jeswunt livid: 
for M , and a few-assooiates were his guardians; and this was enough 
thp i°y a * Rajpoot, who, confiding in the chieftain of Droona allowed 
his riT? n t 'ri.^ * ^ lUrm ^ ' 0 or d) to be his rallying-word in the defence of 
Were th 1? lhes,c wer ® a00T1 ‘hreatened by a host of enemies amongst whom 
the' -1 . ldos > the ancient sovereigns of Maroo, who saw an opening for 
of V ' "ti ™l,' tl0n of birth-right, and for a short time displayed the. Hag 

■ e runhars on the walls of Mundore. While the Eendos were rejoicing 
■ the recovery of their ancient capital, endeared to them by tradition, at 
' ^eovery of their ancient capital, endeared to them by tradition, an 
attempt was made by Rutna, the son of Umra Sing (whose tragical death 
has been related), to obtain the seat of power, Jodpoor. This attempt, ’u- 
stigated by the king, proved futile; and the clans, faithful to tho memory of 
Jeswunt and the name of Ajit, soon expelled the Eondoa from Mundore, and 


. _ * Here is another instance of the ancient patronymic being brought in by tho bin ds, and 
i Urn: hoy plenum* tho names and deeds of the. worthies of past days Rao Poohnr was 
on of tho oarlioat Uahtorc kings of tho Mnryrur. 
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uiv/vu the son of Umra to his castle of Nagore. It was then that Arungzebo, 
in person, led his army into Maroo; the capital was invested; it fell and 
was pillaged, and all the great towns in the plains, as Mairtea, Deedwana, 
and Rohk, shared a similar fate. The emblems of re igion were trampled 
under fi ofc, the temples thrown down, mosques were erected on their site, 
and nothing short of the compulsory conversion to the tenets of Islam of 
every Rajpoot in Marwar, would satisfy his revenge. The consequences of 
this fanatical and impolitic conduct recoiled not only upon the^ emperor but 
his whole race, for it roused an opposition to this iron yoke, which ultimately, 
broke it in pieces. The emperor promulgated that famous edict, the * * Jezeya, 

against the whole Hindu race, which cemented into one compact union all 

who cherished either patriotism or religion. It was at this period ot time, 
whjn the Rahtores and Scesodias united against the tyrant: that Rana Raj 
Sing indited that celebrated epistle, which is given in a preceding part o i 
this work*. 


“Seventy thousand men,” says the bard,f‘‘under Tyber Khan, . were 
commanded “to destroy the Rajpoots, and Arung foil wed in person to Ajmeer, 
The Mairtea clan assembled, and advanced to Pooshkur to oppose him. pe 
battle was in front of the temple of Varaha, where the wards ot the Mair- 
fceas, always first in the fight, played the game of destruction on the heads of 
the Asuras. Here the Mairtea were all slain on the 11th Bhadoon, 176b. 

“Tyber continued to advance. The inhabitants of Moordhur lieu to the 
mountains. At Gooiah the brothers Roopa and Ko -mb took post with their 
clan to oppose him ; but they fell with twenty-live of their bretjern. As 
the cloud pours water noon the earth, so did Arung | our his barbarian? over 
the land. He remained but five days at Ajido rgi(Ajmeer) and marched 
against Cheetore. It fell! it appeared as if the heavens had fdlen. Ajit 
was protected by the Rahtores, led the van in the host of the beesodtf*. 
(Seeing the strength of the Yavans, they shut up the young prince, hi e a 


+ It may bo well to exhibit the manner m which the poe, ic anuftl a (. of Rnjpootaun . 
lUt ,- s ur Cents. and to give them in his own language rather than m an ct'torno. w 

only the pith of the original would be lost, but the events themselves opn ed of_ holt 
inter The character of historic fidelity will thus bo preserved from suspicion, 
which could scarcely bo withheld ifthc narrative wore exhibited in any but its nsgar•. 
Tt i- will also ad to s i tain the Annals of Marwar, formed from a combination of such 
materials, and dispose the reader So acknowledge the impossibility of reducing such anima e l 
chronicles to the severe style of history. But more than all .tis with ihedesign to pu 
what in the preface of this work, the reader to compelled to take on credit; that the 


wliftL in tho preface tins wort, tue roauer ouL-.pouctt y • n " 

poet kingdoms weie'h: r . ages without such chronicles; and if we may ^ 

. ith Froistart, or with. Monetrelot, tlicy may to allowed to compete with the Anglo-^u 
. . . \ .. . th/v. v „+• r -tmv But we have strimcrer ttum 


ommiw, uugr way ^ 7 . / . 

chronicles, and they curia nly surpass those of Lister But we haro stronger motive 

oven legilituate curV ' v in’altowimj the banl to tel. his own tale of the thirty >o..> • 

evi legmiuaca oui y n «5mnrnl this task fi'»w »ta Goftunenoemei 

Rome tn: ,r ’ : lh» ueeirt winoh has auim.c." ij^ ,i . 

tv •* > ci». , vui. hr, fl r ipni nr. n.<t n i ivi r.nri to Hi . 


motives than, 
war of 
a cor- 

,i Vj * nrm n ■* events an-l fco hold them up as a beacon to tho present 
m- idea ox the important '• i.I o.sg evpnr> , ; anprC ( iat .03 their im- 

*ovcr«wra of these brave men. How well (hat elog. at h,< t nan U me, appre , . 

portaucii, as hom ing on our own conduct inor» V ^nt of 
Up h r 7mcnts wh-.*o ho Kays, ‘ th-ro hio no e r pOivo s - origin of 

India, with whom our nation has eithcrconnetion or concern, which do n> - of sue- 

'•■heir praii.it audition 10 the rcicn of Arc. gr.cbc, or us ...dm one on *? ™*™ , f> , 

cossets.’ Tt behoves.u - • herefure, to mV ' on.-. . Ives acquainted with the c»«s ^wereignt, 
ho odea- i ued the downfall ot our predecessors .ium^^ of Ajftt 


tho ohiuu of i 
cf Indi \\ ith > his ol i *rt 

In B. 1/37, to 17C7, wU*;ji :• 
thrvix vf MiU‘V9t 


in v 

}hv\ 


,ora 

cvv, til . bm d shall toll his own talc from fa 

all opposmoa VO Aruu^ao! ; ^ 6 
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pbafined in a vassal. Delhi-pafc (fcha king of Delhi) came to Debhr 
r^ac pass he was opposed by Koombo, Oogursan, and Oodoli, all R’difcores. 
While Arungzebe atteked Oodipoor, Azim was left at Ckeetore, Then the 
king learned that Doorgadas had inv.ided Jhaiore; he abandoned Lis conquest 
an 1 returned to Ajmeer, sending Mokurra Khan to aid Beharri a: Jhaiore ; 
but Dorga had raised contributions (dind)> and passed to Jodpoor: alike foreed 
to contribute; for the son of Indur Sing, on the part of the kin uoW 
commanded in Tricuta (Triple—peaked mount). Arung Shah measured 
in- beavans; he determined to have but one faith in the la-.d. Prince Akber 
was sent to pin Tyber Khan, Rapine and eon la ^ration spread over tho 
* anf • . Tha country b3camc a waste ; fear stalked triumphant. Providence 
had willed thisadliefcio n Tin Eendos were put in possession of Jodpoor; but 
^ere encountered at Kaitapur and put to the sword by the Champawuts. 
. 100 more they lost the title of Raos of Mooordurdcs, and thus the king’s 

ritnnt.oas of bosfcow.ng sovereignty on the Purihars wore frustrated on the 

laa d ay of Jeit, S. 1730. 

v 1 he Ar.ivali gave shelter to the Rahtores. From its fastnesses they 
issued, and mowed down entire harvests of the Mooslem, piling thorn in hill a*.f 
rung h ul no repose. Jhaiore was invaded by one body, Sewanoh by an- 
0 , , . thS faithful chief of Ajit, whose an\ daily ihoreased, while Arango’ was 

c orn luv do d. The king gave up the war against th< Rana to send all his 
loops mtb Maroo; butItno Rana, who provoked tho rage of Arung from 



Y1 , — right. 

Bhecm fell at the head of 

Kahfcores.§ Indurbhan was slu_, 

deeds’; and Soiling Doorga did wonders 
(the winter of A,D. 1GS1). 

deanpfx b&aring of the Rajpoots in this unequal Combat, their 

Akb-r , l3 . V0tl0n t0 their country and prince, touched the soul of pri'um 
camoellwl ’t • a- f ma g |,anilni ty to commiserate the sufferings he war. 
calliihi u., i lnHla t» a.,d to question the policy of his father towards those 
of tin R S Vf S -Auibition came to the aid of compassion for tho sufieri ■ ra 
■ »ned hi?, •° ! ? S ’ a,,d the P°«e«“tiou3 of the minor son of Jeswunt, ilo 
so unholy V Tubw Khaw * and exposed the disgrace of heating arms in 

TOaaalsas the 'r> r , * and in sevor!n S from the crown such dcvol -1 red ! rave 

Doorgadas q a> • 0ifea - T y ber was & ained over, and an embassy sent to 
convened th r" P eace > and expressing a wish for a conferem \ R j< 
in the r)) .; n ? »nd disposed tho overture ; but some suspected i.rc.v- U. ry 

injurious °. rs > solft3b views on the part of Doorga. To prevent the 
5 operation of such suspicions, "Doorga observed, that if assent wore, not 


The combat was long and bloody. Prince 
the Mowarees; ho was a nobio buhv.rk to tho 
liin, with Jait the Oodawut, performing nohle 
1 on that day, the I4*th Asoj, S. iVd?, 


»,? ‘'^“Maph °f thjsu i 


Outerin r ' iapn 01 thoao warriors still marks the spot whoro they iVsll, uu tho riirht oil 
|r,r? tl,e Petals. 

ftr 0 term^/ 1 °* ^ raia tllriishe<1 ia % open field, preparatory to being divided and lit fuel 
J* ?*th of allcgiaiico, 

** 5 ‘irulnJ ' ^ owar chronicle claims a Victory for tho combined Kajpoot itfmy* and i.bite- 
ViZa. i*' stratagem by which tboy gabled it ; but either J h*ve overlooked it or the i 
•Joes not specify that Prince Bhdom, son of tho horoio Rana Uai fell on thLi lav 

voi h p, m ^ 

t 


tt)»! • . c speouy tnat nance jibeem, aon 

® °riona in the annals of both states. See 
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to the meeting, it would be attributed to the basemotivofo fear, 
^uTprocee-i in a body/' said he, “to this conference; who o^er heard of a 
cloud being caugho ?” They met ; mutual views were developed; a treaty 
wa3 concluded, and the meeting ended by Akber waving the umbrella of 
regality over his head. He coined in his own name; he established his own 
weights and measures. The poisoned intelligence was poured mto^ Arung a 
ear at Ajmere; his soul was troubled ; he had no rest ; he plucked his bearci 
in grief when he heard that Doorga^and Akber had united. Every Rahtore 
in the land flocked to Akber’s standard. The house of Delhi was divided, 
and Govind* again supported the Hindu faith. 

The dethronement of the tyrant appeared inevitable. The scourge or 
the Rpjpoofcs was in their power, for he was almost alone and without the 
hope of succour* But his energies never forsook him ; he knew the character 
of his foes, and that on an emergency his grand auxiliary stratagem, was 
equal to an army. As there is some variation both in the Moghul historian s 
accouut of this momentous transaction, and in the annals of Mewar and 
Marwar, we present the latter vevhatim from the chronicle. 

« Akber, with multitudes of Rajpoots, advanced upon Ajraeer. But 
while Arung prepared for the storm, the prince gavei himself up to the 
women and the song, placing every thing in hands of Tybor Khan. We 
are tho slaves of fate; puppets that dance as it pulls the strings, lyber 
allow’d himself to dream of treason; it was whispered in Ins ear that if he 
could deliver Akber to his father, high rewards would follow. At night ho 
v.oui privily to Arungzebc, arid thence wrote to the Rahtores: 1 was tno 
bond of union betwixt you and Akber but the dam which separated tho 
waters has broken down, Father and son ngain are one. Consider i e 
pledges, given end received, as restored, and depart for your own k'na?. 
Hdling sealed this with his signet, and dispatched a messenger to the Kah- 
/ores, he appeared before Arungzebe to receive the fruit of his service. u^ 
his treason met its reward, and before he eon d say, the imperial orders were 
•obey c bloc: of th* mace from th■ hand of the monarch sent his soul to hell. 
At ^midnight the Dervlish messenger reached the Isidore camp; he put the 
letter into their hand, which stated father and son were united ; and added 
from himself that Tyber Kh in was slain. All was contusion, and Kahtores 
,, (Idled and mounted, and moved a coss from Akber s camp. J be panic 
Spread to his troops, who fled like the dried leaves of the sugarcane when 
c u-.ied up in a whirlwind, while the prince was attending to the song and 

the wiles of the wanton.” , , t a .. , . . 

This narrative exemplifies most strongly the hasty unreflecting character 
of the Rajpoot, who alwavs acts from the impulse of the moment, lhyy 
did not, oven send to Akber’s camp, although close to their own to inquire 

i tie next) oay sney -j'-f bis allies and the treason and 

when made acquainted with the departure of ms > to abide hv his 

death of Tyber Khan, could scarcely collect a thousand “ento»mdeby^ 
fortunes. With these he followed his panic-struck allies, and threw Oimselt 
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auu uib family upon their hospitality and protection .—an appeal never 
be made in vain to the Rajpoot. The poetic account, by the bard Kurnidhan, 
of the reception of the prince by the chivalry of Maroo, is remarkably minute 
and spirited :—the warriors and senators enter into a solemn debate as to 
the conduct to be pursued to the prince now claiming drna (sanctuary), 
when the bard takes occasion to relate the pedigree and renown of the chiefs 
of every clan. Each chief delivers his sentiments in a speech full of informa¬ 
tion respecting their national customs and maimers. It also displays a good 
picture of '* the power of the siccms , and the necessity of feeding them with 
pearls to enable them to sing with advantage. The council breaks of with 
the declaration of its determination to protect Akber ak all hazards, and 
Jaita, the brother of the he*ad of the Champa wuts, is nominated to the charge 
of protector of Akbor’s family. The gallant Doorga, the Ulysses of the Rad¬ 
io res, is the manager of this dr. mi a tie convention, the details of which are 
wound up with an eulogy, in true oriental hyperbole, in the Doric accents of 
Maroo: — 


" Eh ! Mata pool, esa jin 
Jessa D oorga-das 
Band M oodra rokkeo 
B in thumb a ah has. 

{t Oh, mother ! produce such sons as Doorga d is, who first supported Lit i 
dara of Moordra, and then propped ihe heavens.” 

This model of a Rajpoot, as wise as he was brave, was the saviour of 
his chantry. To his suggestion it owed the preservation of its prince and to 
a sunes of heroic deed.* his subsequent, and more difficult salvation. ’ Many 
anecdotes are extant recording the dread Arungzebo had of this leader 
of the Rahtores, one of which is amusing. The tyrant had commanded 
pictures ^tobe drawn of two of the most mortal foes to his repose, Sevaji ami 
Doorgi: “Seva was drawn seated on a couch; Doorga in his ordinary position, 
on horseback, toast ng bhawties 9 or barley-cakes, with the point of his lance, 
on a fire of maize-stalks. Arungzebe, at the first glance, exclaimed, ‘l may 
entrap that fellow (meaning Sevaji), but this dog is born to bo my bn nr.” } 

Doorga at the head of his bands, together with young Akber, mov d 
towards the western extremity of the state, in hopes that they might load tho 
emperor in pursuit amongst the sand-hils of the Looni; but the wily 
monarch tried other arts, and firt* attempted to corruptDoorga. He sent him 
mghi; thousand gold mohurs,* which theRajpoot instantly applied to the neces- 
sdies of Akber, who was deeply affected at this proof of devotion, and distributed 
‘ Portion of it amongst Doorga’s retainers. Arungzebe, seeing the futility 
> this plan, sen fc a f or c e i n pursuit of his son, who, knowing he had no hope 
1 ttiercy if he fell into his father’s hands, was anxious to place distance 
* 'Ween them. Doorga pledged himself for his safety, and relinquished ad 
J ' 0 ensure it. Making over the guardianship of young A jit to his elder 
pother, Soning, and pfaoing himself at the head of one thousand chosen mein 
bo turned towards the south. The bard enumerates the names and families 
all the chieftains of note who formed the body-gurad ot prince Akber in 
this desperate undertaking. Tho Ohampawuts were the most numerous 
but ho specific several of the home clans* as the Joda aud Malrtea, and 


* The llewm’ chronicle 


forty thousand, 
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fthe fo reign Raj poo is, the Jadoon, Chohan, Bhatti, Deoral), Sonigilm 
i>fan"ulen. 

“The king followed their retreat: his troops surrounded the Rahtoresbut 
Doorga with °one thousand chosen non 1 ft the north ou their backs, and 
with the speed of the winged quitted t!i; camp. Arung continued the 
pursuit to Jhalorc. when ho found ho h ■ i been led On a wrong scent; and 
Doorga, with the prince, keeping Guzerat on his right, and Chuppun on bis 
left, had made good his retreat to the Nerbudda. Rage so far got the better 
of Lis religion, that he thi'cw the /\ oi’aii ui the Join'l oj the A hnityhti/. In ninth, 
ho commanded Azim to exterminate the Rahtores, but to leave Oodipooron one 
sid’* and every other design, and first secure his brother. The deeds 
ofOaimindaf removed the- troubb 8 of M iwar, as the wind diapSres the clouds 
which shad' the brightness of the moon. In ten days after Azmi marched, 
the emperor himself moved, leaving his garrisons in Jod poor and Ajmecr. 
Door" ds name wdis the charm which made the hosts of locusts quit their 
ground ' Doorm was tho sea-serpent; Akber the mountain with which 
thev churned the ocean Arung, and made him yeild the fourteen gems, 
0lj c of which our religion regained, which is La-shrm, and our faith, which 

is Dhununtari the sago. a . , , . , 

" In fidelity who excelled the Kheeohccs Sco Sing and Mokund, who 
never Io r t <V y,crso,i ot Ajit, when his infancy was concealed m the moun¬ 
tain^ of’ Yrbood ? to them alone, and the faithful Somgurra, did Doorga con¬ 
fide the secret of his retreat. The vassals of the Nine Castles of Maroo know 
that he was concealed ; but where or in whose custody all were ignorant. 
Some thought, ho was at Jessulmcr; otheis at Beckumpur ; others at fsirohi. 
The m"ht divisions nobly supported the days of their exile ; their smews sus¬ 
tained the land of Mordlmr. Haos; Rajns. and Ran >s applauded their deeds, 
for all were alike enveloped in the net of dw ruction In ail the nine thou- 
s ind I towns] of Mordhur, and tho ten thousand of Me v.ar,§ inhabitants 
rl iuoro no, o Ena vet Khan was left with ten thousand noon to preserve 
Tod, oo Tm he Cham^wut is the Boomer of Maroo, and without ear was 
Jod poor, mi Hm - u J With Khmokurn the Kuvnote, and nubhul the 

Doorg i s bio hor, S ■ { Soojotc, Kcsuri Kurnote, and the Joda 

£-»»y ”>“* d thoir t? r d 

kin and as set as they heard that .the king was Within four cow of Ajm, -r , 
;h,y bio haded the Khan in the city of Joda; but twenty thousand Moguls- 

caiu.; to the rescue. Another dreadful conflict ensued at the gate? o . .d- 

noor in whi’h ihn Jadoon Kesore, who led the battle, and many other chum, 
were 'slain, yet not without many hundreds of the foe; the Jth Asar, 
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; mine carried the sword and the Hamc into cvcry quarter. Arung 
neither adunce r.or retreat. , lie Ul^thc -peiitjmrrng tho 


lis'UL Durant and ICana Sing took the roc u 
irovo &w \xy the cattle, wbioh bi 
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ihe A oo is to the rescue A 


! That i- rtr.»pyn<l all noli mhos uigftin*k<t' ; ‘t that moment.. 
hTl.o OamUuij ; tfpi&ofc oTthe i,. u i veomiruo to, in order to caur .0 tho flight 

dons, with UlM c , on . , 

i:0O J.ut-ructtvo uicools from die "cMhI ) , . ” , ltu f,j nK tho ttgroiltUSMUU'lit ol Cfthc 
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i strife ensued ; the chief of the Asoors ’Vas slain, but the brothers and 
1 kin bedewed the land with their blood. This, the saca of Sojut, was 
when 1737 ended and 1738 commenced, when the sword and the pestilence 
(fhurri ■) united to clear the land. 

“Soning was the Roodia of the field ; Agra and Delhi trembled at his 
deeds ; he looked on Arung as the waning moon. The king sent an embassy 
to Soiling ; it was peace be desired. He offered the munsub of Sath Ha 
loi Ajii, and what dignities he might demand for his brethren—the 
restoration of Ajmeer, and to make Soiling its governor. To the engagement 
was added, * the punja is affixed in ratification of this treaty, witnessed by 
god Almighty:-j- The Dewan, Assud Khan, was the negneiator, and the 
Jxremch yV who was with him, solemnly swore to its maintenance. The treaty 
concluded, the king, whose thoughts could not be diverted from Akbcr, 
departed for the Bekhan. Asud Khan was left at Ajmeor, and Soiling at 
-M crta. But* Soning was a thorn in the side of Arungz* 1' ; he brib d the 
Brahmins, who threw pepper into the homa (burnt sacrifice) and so-ure for 
coning a place in Sooraj Mandala (the mansion of the sun). The day 
to I low mg the treaty, by the incantation of Arung, Soning was no more.S 
Asoj the Cth, S. 1738. b N 

, , Asud ser.t the news to the king. This terror being removed, the kino* 
withdrew Li p.ttnja from his treaty., and in joy departed for th Dokhan 
JLlio death d Soning shed ghom and grief over the land. Then Mokund Sing 
M air tea so.) of K*dmn, abandoned his and joined bis country’s 

A desperate encounter soon followed with the troops of Asud Khan 
ntm Hau-ta, in which Ajit, the son of Beetuldas, who led the fight was slain 
v ith many of each clan, which gave joy to the Asoors, but grief to the faith- 

I S P ; 011 the SCCOnfl day oF the blight haIf of the moim of Kartik. 

1 linco Aeim was left with Asud Khan; Ehayeli at Jodnoor; and thr u 
0 jtisou^ were scattered over the land, as their tombs (ghor) every -where 


chol' -awn- 7 * ,° l ^ r :°[ k pertfOniflod, is the ncune for that fearful scourge tlic rnaumocUo 
thruuo-lin.n T i/s ;.. wblc I h has caUcjed the Vs of so many lives for the last thirteen yours 
reoo' ? ; , i ! ,l A ia * a PP ears tr \ have visited India often, of which v.e have give , ... fri-rh- ful 
or A n A . nna * 9 ^ow*r in th Ran t Raj Sing ( . iu S. 1717 

in tv IV Vh ^twenty years prior to the n <u)d we fcnw of} . and Grim d. sc-i ibe j it .uj raging 
inai'-v T A * D * 168 *’• They hud likewise :i visitation of it withiu the memory of 

k A. als now living ~ “ 

^ a .[ ‘ lllg i: . 10 n -'! ane of this disease, whether endemic, epidemic, or contagious and its 
..(iietic v T . 1 *f lorant HW as the first day of our experience. The o have 1 con hundreds 

out 


f ietir v u -vv u» uie nrai uaj " - u experience. rnc o have i con himdi 

as bdln'T 11 - and hypotheses, but n me satisfactory. In India, nine medical m n 
in liomln n 0 ^-professional, deny its being contagious. At. Cbdipooiv me iWa 
a m-et a ^ R<5aled in the palace against contract, was the first eei- d with the 
p xJtty strmg pr 00 f that it was from .atmospheric communion: iou. lie was al o 


-Jwd Orwl I ' "U«»‘ UVD ' W v * v- O— .. t' ny *• • ‘""viui. nws« 

n hr fi A .P rev, f ded ids having cold water hi drink, also checkin : the icsensiblo porspira- 
. A ^owiorr off fcho v bed clothes. Nolhihg but his robust frame and youth made him ■ 

i tremendous assailant, 

thi • * .5° ^ {-• -117;.for an explanation of the pu.ij-i —and the treaty which preceded 

] 0 ^ a ' R aua Raj Sing, the fourth article of which stipulates for term, to the minor non 

K- 1* * huow not what Officer is meant by the Arrn li, eout to fewcu- to tho -rood iaithoi' ihej 


5 death was gaid to be eiicctod by incautationa., po pabiy po;V, 
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attest The lord of Ohtfndawul, Simboo Koompawut, now led the Rahtores 
with Oodung Sing Bukshee. and Tejsi, the young son of Doorga, the bracelet 
on the arm of Rahadeva, with Futteh Sing and Ram Sing, just return from 
placing Akber safety in the Dekhan, and many other valiant Rahtores. 
They spread over the country even to Mewar, sacked Poor-Mandil, and slew 
the governor Kasim Khan.” 

These desultory and bloody affrays, though they kept the kings troops 

in perpetual alarm and lost them myriads of men, thinned the ranks ot the 
defenders of Maroo, who again took refuge in the Aravah. 1 rom hence, 
watching every opportunity, they darted on their prey On one occasion, 
they fell upon ihe garrison of Jytarun, which they routed and expelled, or 
as tne chronicle-xuaintly says, “with the year 1/39 they also fled At 
t.hf a netimo. the post of Sojut was carried by Beejo Champawut while 
the Jodawuts under Ram Sing, kept their foes in play to the^ northward, 
and led by Oodi bhan, attacked the Mirza Noor All at Gherae : the contest 
lasted for three hours > the dead bodies of the Yavans lay in heaps ffi the 
Akhara ; who even abandoned their Nakarras. 

“ After the affair of Jytarun, when Oodi Sing Champawut, and Mo- 
khim Sing Mairtea were the leaders, they made a push for Guzerat, and had 
in enervated to Kheiraloo, when they were attacked, pursued, and surrounded 
Fn the hills at Rainpur, by Syed Mohamed, the Hakim of Guzerat. All 
Fight they stood to tboir arms, In the morning the sword rained and filled 
t i£ cars >1 the Apsaraa. Kurrum and Kesun were slam, with Gokuldaa 

Bhatti with all their civil officers, and Ram Sing himself renounced life on 

this day.f But tho Asoors pulled up the reins, having ><»t many mem 
p a j[i was also attacked in the month of Bhadoon this year 1739; then the 
game of destruction was played with Noor Alb, three hundred Rahtores 


mme ot destruction was > -1 . 

Linst five hundred of the king’s troops, which were routed, losing th-n 


against nve muiuit-u s>~ * - . 

leader TJfzul Khan, after a desperate struggle. , 

was the hero »bo drove «b. Yavaotom tapo*. Ody. i gg*’ 
ad the Sidi at Sojut. Jymrun was again reinforced, In Bmk, ttourn 
Sing Mairtea attacked the royal post at Mairta, slew Syed Ad, and diove 

out L phe year 1739*was one of the perpetual conflict, of captures end re* 
Miitures in which many parties of twenty and thirty on each side fell. 
They affored numerous examples of heroic patriotism, m which Rahtore bio - 
was lavishly shed 5 but while to them each warrior was a loss not to De 
place 1 tho despot continued to feed the war with fresh troops. Ihe Br 
of Jessulmer came forward this year, and nobly shed their blood m secoi 
the efforts of the Rahtores in this patriotic warfare. . 

«In S. 1740, Azira and Asud Khan joined .he emperor in the D 
and Enayet Khan was left in command at Ajmeer bring enjoined 

todStXb'™’~5w «* • ga rrison unde, Kb..). M e, 


w *-=—-—**' 

with Poorgn, convoyed prince Mm to the mm 

:Vt rj with tun tfahrgtt*H 
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ttacked by the Mandaicha Bhatti and driven out. At Bagrie, a des¬ 
perate encounter took place in the month of Bysak, when Ram Sing and 
Samunt Sing, both Bhatti chiefs fell with two hundred of their vassals, 
slaying one thousand of the Moghuls. The Kurumsotes and Koomdawuts, 
under Anop Sing, scoured the banks of the Looni, and put to the sword the 
garrisons of Oosturroh and Gangani. Mokhim, with his Mairtoas, mad .' 1 a de¬ 
scent on his patrimonial lands, and drew upon him tho whole force of its 
governor, Mohammed Alii. The Mairteas met him on their own native plains. 
The Yavan proposed a truce, and at the interview assassinated the head of 
the Mairteas, tidings of whose death rejoiced the Shah in the Dekhan. 

u At the beginning of 1741, neither strife nor fear had abated. Soojan 
Sing led the Rahbores in the south, while Lakha Champa wut and Kesar 
Koompawut aided by the Bhatfcis and Chohans, kept the garrison of Jodnoor 
la alarm. When Soojan was slain, the bard was sent to Singram, who held 
a munsub and lands from the king ; he was implored to join his brethern • 
he obeyed, and all collected around Singram* Sewanchaf was attacked, 
and with Bhalotra and Panchbadra were plundered; while the blockaded 
garrisons were unable to aid. An hour before sunset, every gate* of Maroo 
was shut. The Asoors had the strong-holds in their power ; but the plains 
resounded with the An% of Ajit. Oodi-bhan, with his Jodawuts, appeared 
before Bhadrajoon $ he assulted the foe and captured his guns and treasure. 
An attempt from Jodpoor made to recapture the trophies, added to the 
triumph of the Joda. 

Poordil Khan§ held Sewanoh; and Nahur Khan Mewatti, Kunari. 
To attack them, the Champawuts convened at Mokul.sir. Their thirst for 
vengeance redoubled all the tidings that Noor Alii had abducted two young 
women of the tribe of Assani. Rut na led the Rahfcores; they reached Ku- 
nariand engaged Poordil Khan, who was put to the sword with six hundred 
°t his men. The Rahtores left one hundred in the field that day, the ninth 
of Cheyk The Mirza|| no sooner heard of this defeat than he fled towards 
Inoda, with the Assani, damsels, gazing on the mangoes as they ripened, and 
having reached Koochal, he encamped. Subul Sing, the son of Aiskurn, 
icard it, he took his opium, and though theMirza was surrounded by pillars, 
die dagger of Aiskurn’s sou reached his heart; but the Bhatti IT was cut in 
pieces. The roads were now impassable; the TAanas** of the Yavd,ns were 
reduced to groat straits. 

a ^ ear commenced with the slaughter of the king’s garrison at 

oamohur by the Lakhawiits and'Assawuts ;f+ while from Godwar the chiefo 
wIp ^ X f 1 : U ^ 10 J“ a to gates of Ajraeer, . A battle took place at Mairta, 
* V A0 .j Rahtores were defeated and dispersed ; bub in revenge Singram 
' , s,, kurba of Jodpoor, and then came to Dhoonara, where once 

Vfr -fK ° aDS as3em Ued. They marched, invested Jhalore, when Beharii, 
1 'hout succour, was compelled to capitulate, and the gate of honour 
( Unenn admra) was left open to him. And thus ended 1742. 

. are informod of what clau ho was, or his rank, which must havo Leou 
T 1 he tract so called, of which Sewanoh is tho capital. J Oath of allegiance. 

5 J is almost superflnous to remark, even to the mere £ i.ykbn loader, that v lumorcr ho 
Q , title Khan , it indicates a Mahomedan; and that of Sing (lion) a Rajpr.ofc. 

II Mior Alii. Mirza In a title only applied to a Mugnl. 

X a revenged this disgrace, it is probabie tho Assani damsels, thus abducted 1v 

?L raa ' vroro °f own race. ** OarrisonB and military posts. ** 

TT These arc of tho most wsalnge of 
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The-clans petition lo see the young Raja. — Doorjun Sal of Kotah joins the 
Rahtore cause . — T hey proceed to A boo.—Arc introduced to A jit, who is 
convened to Ahwa, and makes a tour to all the chieftainships. — Conster¬ 
nation of A rungzebe.— He sets up a pretender to Sodpoor.—The Rah- 
tores and Haras drive the Imperialists from Vlarwar. —T hey earn/ the 
war abroad.—Storm of poor Plaudit—The Ilara prince slain. —D oorgci- 
das returns from the Dekhan.— Defeats S efi Khan , governor of A fmeer % 
who is disgraced by the king. —S efi Khan attempts tQ circumvent A jit by 
negotiation,—Ills failure and disgrace . —Rebellion in Mewar.—The Rah - 
tores support the Roma . —Ariwigzebe negotiates for the daughter of prince 
Aider left in Mar war. —-A jit again driven for refuge into the hill \— 
Affair at E eejipnr. — S access of the R ahtores. — Arungzclc's apprehension 
for Ids grand-daughter.—The Rana sends the c odd-nut to Ajit, who pro¬ 
ceeds to Oodipoor , and marries the Rana’s niece.—Negotiations for peace 
renewed ,— Terminate.—The sin render of the princess ,—J odpoOv restored. 
—'Magnanimity of Doorgadas, -Ajit takes possession .—Ajit again driven 
from his capital.—Afflictions of the Hindoo race .—A son born to A jit, 
named Abhye Sing,—His horoscope.—Rattle of D roonara.—The viceroy of 
Lahore passes through VLarwar to Guzerat.■ — Death of Arungzcbe. — Di- 
fj'uses joy.—Ajit attacks Jodpoor.— Capitulation.—Dispersion awl mo.s- 
were of the king's troops.—Aft resumes his dominions. — Azim, itith the 
title of Bahadur Shah, mounts the throne.—Battle of Agra.—The king 
prepares to invade M arwar.—Arrives at Ajmeer,—Proceeds to Bad -Bi- 
lam.—Sends an embassy to Ajif who repairs to the imperial ccmig — 
Reception.—Treacherous conduct of the emperor.—Jodpoor surpris'd.—* 
A jit forced to accompany the emperor to the Dekhan —Discontent of the 
Rajas.—They aba..don the king, and join .Rana Umra- at Oodipoor .— 
Tnplc alliance. —-A jit appears before Jodpoor, which eompitulatee on 
honourable terms.— A /it undertakes to replace Raja del/ Sing on the gadi 
of Amber-—Battle of Sambhur, A jtt victorious .—Amber abandoned to 
Jay —Ajit attacks B‘k ncr.—Redeems Nagore. —T/ 1 Rajas threaten¬ 

ed by the king .—A gain unid<\ — The king repairs to Ajmeer % —The Rajas 
join him.—Receive firmans for their dominions,—A jit makes a pilgrimage 
to Cur ukketra. — Reflections on the thirty years 1 war Waged by the Rah 
tores against the empire for independence.—Kulogiam on Doorgadas. 

“ 1 v the year 1743, th<* Oharapavrurs, Koouopawuta, Oodawuts, Mairteas, 
Jodas, RurumsotC '), and all the assembled clans of Maroo, became impatient 
to see their aov reign. Th v sent for the Kkecbie Mokund, and prayed 
that they might’ but behold him ; but the f-.iihtul to his trust replied. “ He* 
who confined him to me, is vot in the J>khan ”-“ Without the flight of our 
Lord, bread and water have no flavour.” Mokund could not withstand their 
suit. " The Hara prince Dooriun Sal, hav ing cutne to their aid with one 
thousand horse from Kotah,*(* they repair; d to the hill of Aboo, when on the 

* Meauiu ,; D< : j;adtvfl. 

t II5‘ piiudpal object was to marry t : xo daughter of njftu© ffing O'han^pawiit; the fiistei 
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day of Cheyt 1743, they saw their prince. “ As the lotos expands at the 
sunbeam, so did the heart of each Rahtore at the sight of their infant sove¬ 
reign ; they drank his looks,I even as the papiya in the month Asoj sips drops 
of amrita (<ambrosia ) from the Champa * There wore present, 0 \ii Sing, 
Singram Sing, Beoji-Pal, Tej Sing, Mokund Sing, and Nahnr son of Huree, 
all Champawuts, Raj Sing, Juggut Sing, Jeit Sing, Samunt Sing, of the 
Oodawuts;-—Ram Sing, Futteh Sing, and Kesuri, Koompawuts, There was 
also the Oohur chief of pure descent, f besides the Kheechi Mokund, thePura- 
hit, the Purihar, and the Jain priest, Yati Cyan, Beejy: In a fortunate 
hour, Ajit became known to the world. The Hara Rao first made hie salu¬ 
tation ; he was followed by all Mar war with offerings of gold, pearls, and 
horses. 

c< Enayefc conveyed the tiding to Arung Shah ; the Asoor chiet said to 
tho king, ‘if without a head, so' long they had combated him, what could now 
be expected V he demanded reinforcements. 

In triumph they conveyed the young Raja to Ahwa, whose chiet made 
the b adhoo\. with pearls, and presented him with horses; here ho was 
entertained, and here they prepared the teeka dour. Ihenco, taking Raepur, 
Bilara, and Baroonda in his way, and receiving the homage and nuzzurs 
«f their chiefs, he repaired to Asope, where he was entertained by tho head 
of the Koompawuts. From Asope ho went to the Bhatti fief ofLowniroh; 
thence to Reah, the chief abode of the Mairteas ; thence to Kewnsir, of the 
Kurumsotes. Each chief entertained their young lord, arouml whom all 
the clans gathered. Then ho repaired to Kaloo, the abode of Pabhoo Rao 
Dhandul,§ who cail\e forth with all his bands • and at length he reached 
Pokurn, where he was joined by Doorgadas from the Dekhan, the 10th of 
Bhadoon 1744. 

“ Enayot Khan was alarmed. He assembled a numerous array to quell 
this fresh tumult, but death pounced upon him. Tho kin- was afflicted 
thereat. He tried another stratagem, and set up a pretended sou ofrJeswunt 
styled Mohammed Shah, aud offered Ajit tho munsub of five thousand to 
submit to his authority. The pretender also died as he set out for Jodpoor, 
and Sujaib Khan was made the governor of Marwar in the place of Enayet. 
Now the Rahtores and Haras united, Laving cleared Maroo of their foes, 
attacked them in a foreign land. Tho garrisons of Malpura and Poor Mandil 
were put to the sword, and here the Hara prince was killed by a cannon shot, 
ip leading the storm. Here they levied eight thousand mohurs in contribu- 
tion and returned to Marwar, while the civil officers and Purohits made 
collections in his country ; and thus passed 1744. 

s< year 1745 commenced with proposals from Sujait Khan o hold 
Marwar in farm • he promised one-fourth of all transit duties if tho Raht-wcc 
would respect foreign commerce ; to this they agreed. The son of Enayot 


of tho bravo Mckund Sing, often mentioned in the chronicle. The Kotah pTiuc* dam! not* 
according to ovory Rajpoot maxim of gallantry, refuse hie aid on each occasir n: but the 
natural bravery and high mind of Doorjun Sal required no stimulus.^ 

* Tho Hindoo poot says tho Papiya bird becomes intoxicate i with tho flowers, 
t A name now lost. 

t Waving a brass vessel, filled with pearls, round his head. 

§ Pabhoo Rao Rabtore i& immortalized by tbo aid of bis lauco on i-lna oceaBton } lie was 
' he ancient chivalry of Marco, and still held hi i alloc! nl domain. 
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Jeft Jolpoor for Delhi ; he had reached Rainwal, but was overtaken by th6 
,Joda Hurnafc, who released him both of wives and wealth. The Khan fled 
to the Ouchwahas for shelter, Sujah Beg, who left Ajmeer to release him, 
fared no better : he was attacked, defeated, and plundered by Mokhundas 


Champawut. . 

“In 1747, Sefi Khan was Hakim of Ajmeer: Doorga determined to 
attack him The Hakim took post in the pass which defends the road; 
there Doorga mailed him, and made him fly to Ajmeer. The tidings reached 
the king ; he wrote to tho Khan, if he discomfited Doorgadas, he would raise 
him over all the khans of the empire ; if he failed, he should send him 
bracelets, s and order Sujait from Jodpoor to supersede him.” Sefi, before 
abandoning his trust, tried to retain his honours by the circumvention of 
A jit. He addressed a letter to him, saying he held the imperial sunn ud for 
the restoration of his paternal domains, but that, as the king’s representative, 
he must come and receive it. Ajit marched at the head of twenty thousand 
Rahtores, sending in advance Mokund Ghainpawut to observe whether any 
treachery was contemplated. The snare was discovered and reported to Ajit, 
as he arrived at the foot of the pass beyond the mountains. ‘Let us, how- 
ev.fr, have a 3 ighfc of Ajidoorg as we are so near/ said the young prince, and 
re*, eivo the compliments of the khan/ They moved on towards the city, and 
Sefi Khan had no alternative but to pay hi° obeisanco to Ajit. To enjoy his 
distress, one said,‘let us fire the city/ The Hakim sat trembling for its 
safety and bis own ; he brought forth jewels and horses, which he presented to 
Al j i t 

* In 1743, the troubles re-comraenced in Mewar. Prince Umra rebelled 
against his father, Rana Jey Sing, and was joined by all his chiefs. The 
Rana fled to God war, and at Ganorah collected a force, which Umra prepared 
to attack. The Rana demanded succour of the Rahtores, and all the Mair 
teas hastened to relieve him: and soon after Ajit sent Doorgadas and Bugwan, 
with Rinmull Joda, and ’the eight ranks of Rahtores’ to espouse the father’s 
cause. But the Chondawuts and Suktawuts, the Khalas and Ghohans* 
rather than admit foreign interference in their quarrel, thought it better to 
effect a reconcilliation betw T eon father and son; and thus the Rana wa; indeb¬ 
ted to TJftrwar for the support of his throne. 

‘5 The year 1749 passed in negotiation to obtain the daughter of prince 
Akber, left in charge of Doorgadas, for whose honour Arunzebe was alarmed, 
as Ajit was reaching ma?ihood ; Narayndas Koolmbi was the medium of nego¬ 
tiation, and Sefi Khan caused all hostilities to cease while it lasted. 

“ In 1750, the Mooslem governors of Jodpoor, Jhaiore and Sewanob, 
(ombined their forces against Ajit, who was again compelled to retreat to tho 
mountains. Akbo, the Balia, received their attack, but was defeated in the 
mouth of M :gli. Another combat was hastened by the wanton slaughter of 
n sandh ,f when, the Hakim of Chank, with all his train, were made prisoners 
at MtAnlsir by the Champawut Mokundas. 

'• To such straits were the Mooslems put in 1751, that many districts paid 
ckouth ,others tribute, and many tired of this incessnnt warfare, and unable to 
conquer their bread, took sendee with the Rahtores. Ihis year, Rasim 
Khan and Lushkur Khan marched against Ajit, who took post at Beejipur. 

* A murk of contempt. , , _ * ,. 

t One of those pampored bulls, allowed to wander at liberty and fed by every on©. 
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Sujait, tho Hakim of 
applications for Akber’s 


3011 ^ onset, and the Khan was defeated. With each year of 
Ljifgrew the hopes of the Rahtores; while Anmgzeba was afflicted at each 
month’s growth of his grand-daughter. He wrote to 
Jodpoor, to secure his honour at whatever cost ; his 
daughter were unwearied. 

" -This year the coco-nut studded ivith gems* two elephants and ten steeds, 
all richly caparisoned, were sent by the Rami to affiance the daughter of his 
younger brother, Guj Sing, to A jib. The present was accepted, and in tho 
month of Jeit, the prince of the Rahtores repaired to Oodipoor, where tho 
nuptials were solemnized. In Asar he again married at DeoiahJ 

<c In 1753, negotiations were renewed through Doorgada.:, and the pro¬ 
tracted restoration of the Sultani obtained the seat of his ancestors for tho 
Jodani. Doorga was offered for himself the munsubof five thousand, which lie 
refused •' he preferred that Jhalore, Sewanchi, Sanchore, and Theraud, should 
revert to his country. Even -^rung admired the honourable and distin¬ 
guished treatment of his grand-daugTiter. 

“ In Pos 1757,t Ajit regained possession of his ancestral abodo : on his 
reaching Jodpoor he slew a buffalo at each of its five gates The Shahzada 
Sooltan led the way, Sujait being dead.§ 

" In 1759, Azim Shah again seized on Jodpoor, and Ajifc made Jhalore 
his abode. Some of his chiefs now served the foe, some the Raua whoso 
hopes were: on Eklinga alone ; while tho lord of Amber served the king in the 
Dekhan. The enormities of the Asoors had reached their height ; tho sacred 
kine were sacrificed even at Mathoora, Pryag, and Okamandel; the Jo^is and 
Byragis invoked heaven for protection, but iniquity prevailed as the Hindu 
strength decayed. Prayers were every where offered up to heaven to cleanse 
the land from the iniquities of the barbarians.'! In this year, the month of 
Magh 1759, the VLittum Laggun (the ‘sun in Gemini’), a son was born of tho 
Ghohani, who was called Abhye Sing. (See end of this chapter, p. 65 for 
the Horoscope of Abhyo Sing.) 

“ In 1761 Eusoph was superseded by Moorshid Kooli as Hakim of Jod¬ 
poor. On his arrival he presented the royal sunnud for t}ie restoration of 
Mriirta to Ajit, Koosui Sing, the Mairfcea Sirmot, with the Dhandul Gobbi- 
das, were ordered to take the charge, which incensed the son of Indur, 
(Mohkiiu Sing), who deemed his faithful service during his minority over¬ 
looked by this preference. Ho wrote to the king to nominate him to the 
command of Marwar, and that he would fulfil bis charge to the satisfaction 
loth ut Hindu and Moslem. 

In 1761 the star of the foe began to decline. Moorshid Kooli, the 
Mogul was relieved by Jaffior Khan. MohkinPa letter was intercepted. Ho 
had turned traitor to his prince, and joined the king’s troops. Ajit marched 


The coco, tho symbol of a marriage officer, 
t Portabgurh Deolah, a small principality grown out of Mo war. 

II cannot now call to mind whether this break ot four years m tho chrom iu of tho bard 
Kurmtdhan ocours in the original, or that in translating I loft-the» hiatus from iheir V 
nothing interesting therein. The tyrant was now fully occupied in tho Dokhnn wars, and the 
Kajpoots had time to breathy. , , 

§ This Shahzada must ha v e been prince Azim, who was nominated vicor-*y of Guzerat 
and Marwar. . , .. . 

|| This record of tho manifold fu juries, civil and religious* Uiider which tho Hind 
nation groaned, is quite akin to tho letter of remonstr fln '*'° addressoil by Kaua Raj Sing; 
Abrngaebe,—See Yob X. p 3QG. 
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them ; he fought them at Droor.ara ; the king’s troops were defeated 
'ami the rebel Eendawut was slain. This was in 1762. 

‘ In 1703, Ibrahim Khan the king’s lieutenant* of Lahore, passed 
through Marwar to relieve Azim in the vice-royalty ol Guzerat. On the 
second day of Oheit, the obscure half of the moon, the joyful tidings arrived 
of the death of the king.j* On the fifth, Ajit took to horse ; he reached the 
town of Joda, and sacrificed to the gates, put the Asoors feared to face hinr?. 
Some hid their faces in fear, while others fled. The Mirza came down, and 
Ajit ascended to the halis of his ancestors. The wretched Yavans, now 
abandoned to thp infuriated Rajpoots smarting under twenty-six years of 
miserv, found no mercy. In hopeless despair they fled, and the wealth which 
they had amassed by extortion and oppression, returned to enrich the pro¬ 
prietor. The barbarians, in turn, were made captive ; they fought, were 
slaughtered and dispersed. Some sought sirna (sanctuary), and found it ; 
even the barbarian leader himself threw fear to the winds in the unconcealed 
sanctuary of the Koompawut. But the triumph of the Hindu was complete, 
when, to escape from perdition, their flying foes invoked Seeta-Ram and Hur* 

ml, begging their bread in the day, and taking to their heels at night. 
The chaplet of the Moolla served to count the name of Rana, and a handful of 
gold was given to have their beards removed.* Nothing but the despair and 
flight of the ‘Alleteha’ was heard throughout Moordhur. Mairta was eva¬ 
cuated, and the wounded Mohkira fled to Nagore. Sojut and P%l^i were re¬ 
gained, and the land returned to the Jodani. Jodgurh was purified from 
the contaminations of the barbarian with the water of Ganges and the sacred 
Tools!, and Ajit received the tiluk of sovereignty, 

Then Aim marched from the south and Moazim from the north. At 
Agra a mighty battle fur empire took place between the two Asoors, but 
Alium§ prevailed and got the throne. The tidings soon reached the king, 
that Ajit had plundered his armies in Maroo and taken possession of the 
€ cushion 9 of his father. 

“Tin rainy season of 1764 had vanished, the King had no repose; he 
fonned °n array and came to Ajmcer, Then Huridas. the son of Bugwan, 
with the O'*hur and Mangalea chiefiy and Rufcna the leader of the OodawutS, 
with eight hundred of t.h-ir dan, enteied the castle and swore to Ajit, that 
whatever might be Ids intentions, they were resolved to maintain the castle to 
the death, The royal army encamped at Bai Bilara, and Ajit prepared for 
the storm; but the King was advised to try peaceful arts, and an overture was 
made, and the messenger was sent back to the King accompanied by N&hur 
Khan. The embassy returned bearing the royal firman to Ajit ; but before 
he would accept it, he said he would view the royal army, and on the first 
day of Phalgooi* ho left the hill of Toda and reached Beesilpur. Here he 
was received by a deputation from the King, headed by Sujait Khan, son of 
the Khankhanan, accompanied by the Raja of Badoria and Rao Boodb Sing 
of Boo&di:—the place of meeting w?is Peeper. That night passed in adjust¬ 
ing the terms of the treaty, The ensuing morn ho marched forward at the 


# Ho ip called the Sunuli, or 'son-in-law of the king 
t 5th Choit 3. 3 703 The 28fch Zekand. 


__ ___cauu. 

f PheTvaji>:■ ->ig g^o up bsftids the hotter topistinguisli thorn from tho Moosl .is. 

§ Shah Allnrn, vvhe ir tuned ilio title of Bahadur Shah, on mounting tlio throuo, 

II d ho 'Manguloa ira brunch of tha Oholoten, severed from tho original utom in the voign 
of Bappft Kawul cloven centuries eg”' 
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all the men of Maroo ; and at Anundpur the eyes of the king o: 
Sarians (M letcha) fell on those of the lord of the earth. He gave him the 
title of Teg Bahadur * But fate decreed that the city of Joda was coveted 
by the king ; by stealth ho sent Mairab Khan to take possession, accompanied 
by the traitor Mohlum. Ajit burned with rage when he heard of this trea¬ 
chery, but he was compelled to dissimulate and accompany Allum to che 
Dekhan, and to serve under Kambuksh. Jey Sing of Amberf was also with 
the king and had a like cause for discontent, a royal garrison being placed in 
Amber, and the gadi of the Raja bestowed on his younger brother, Becjoy 
Sing. Now the army rolled on like a sea overflowing its bounds. As soon as 
the king crossed the Nerbuddad the Rajas executed their designs, and with¬ 
out saying a word, at the head of their vassals retrograded to Rajwarra. 
They repaired to Oodipoor, and were received by Rana Umra with rejoicing 
and distinction, who advanced to conduct them to his capital. Seated to¬ 
gether, the chaori waving over their heads, they appeared like the Triwua,§ 
Braraha, Vishnu and Mahesa. From this hour the fortunes of the Asoors 
sunk, and virtue again began to shew her3elf,j| From Oodipoor the two 
Rajas passed to Marwar. They reached Ahwa, and here the Ghampawut 
Singram, son of Oodibhan, spread the foot-carpet ( pug-moonda) for his lord. 

“The month of Sawan 1765 set in, and the hopes of the Asoor expired. 
Mairab was in consternation w hen he heard that Ajit had returned to his 
native land. On the 7th the hall of Joda was surrounded by thirty thousand 
Rahtores. On the 12th the gate of honour was thrown open to Mairab ; 
he had to thank the son of AiskurnU for his life. He was allowed an honour¬ 
able retreat, and Ajit once more entered the capital of Maroo. 

Mey Sing encamped upon tho banks of the Soor Sagur ; but o, prince 
without a country, he was unhappy. But as soon as the rains were passed, 
Ajmal, the sanctuary of the Cuchwaha, proposed to reinstate him in Amber. 
When conjoined they had reached Mairta, Agra and Delhi trembled. When 
they arrived at Ajtneer its governor sought sirna with the saint / § ** and paid 
the contributions demanded. Then, like the falcon, Ajit darted upon Sam- 
bhur ; and here the vassals of Amber repaired from all quarters to the stan¬ 
dard of their lord. With twelve thousand men, the Sjed advanced along the 
edge of the salt lake, to encounter Ajmal. The Koompawut led the charge ; 
a desperate battle ensued ; Hussein, with six thousand men, lay on the field, 
while the rest took to flight and sought refuge in the castle.+f His lieute- 
nant, the Purihar, chief pa ndoo>\\. here fell into the hands of Ajit: ho then 
felt he had recovered Mu-miore On intelligence of this history, the Asoors 
abandoned Amber, and having placed a garrison in Sambhur, in the month 
of Megsir, Ajit restored Jey Sing to Amber, and having prepared to attack 


+ 

+ 

Lahore. 


4 The war iors sword/ 

+ This is tho Mina Raja , Jey Sing ; —tho posterior Jey Sing had I he ©pith 
r I he Mooslem histoiian mentions in Vol. I* P* 320* ^ ^afc was 


pithoi Sow a 
thou ? 


ovt p to 

h took 


§ Tri-anga, the triple-bodied, or tri-murti. . 

|| The bard of Maroo passes over tho important iact of the .ntmmnrmgo win 
place on this occasion of the Rajpoot triple alliance.—Boo Vol. I. p. 3 *a). 

Doorgadas, who recommended the acceptance of the proffered oapiUilauon. 

** The shrino of Kkwajn Kootub. 

tt Although the Marwarcbrouicler takes all che credit of this action, it wa of ought by 
the combined Rajpoots of the allianco Vol. T. p. 321. 

JJ Pandoo is tho squire, the shield-bearer, of the Rrypoot^. 
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Ajit committed the administration of aii civil affairs to the faith- 
taghonath Bindarri, with the title of Dewan. He was well qualified, 
both from his experience in civil affairs and from his valour as a soldier. 

“In Bhadoon of the year 1766, Arungzebe put to death Kambulish,* * * § 
and Jey Sing entered into negotiations with the king. Ajit now went 
against Nagore ; but Indur Sing being without resource, came forth and 
embraced Ajit’s feet, who bestowed Ladnoo upon him as a heritage. But 
this satisfied not him who had been tho lord of Nagore, and [ndur carried his 
complaints to Delhi."!* The king was enraged—his threats reached the Rajas, 
who deemed it safe again to re-unite. They met at Koieo near Didwanah, 
and the king soon after reached Ajmeer. Thence he sent his finnans and the 
punja ns terms of friendship to the Rajas % Nahur Khan, cfad<*h of tho king, 
war: the bearer. They were accepted, and on the 1st Assar both the Rajas 
repaired to Ajmeer. Here the king received them graciously, in the face of 
the world ^ to Ajit he presented the sound of the Nine Castles of Maroo, and 
to Jey Sing that of Amber. Having taken leave of the king, the two Rajas 
went on the purlh to the sacred lake of Pooshkur. Here they separated for 
their respective domains, and Ajit reached Jodpoor in Sawuia 1767. In this 
year ho married a Gor Rani, and thus quenched the feud caused by Arjoon, 
who slew TJmra Sing in the Aumkhas.t Then he went on a pilgrimage to 
Curukhet, the field of battle of the Mahabharat, and made his ablutions in 
the fountain of Bhisma § Thus 1767 passed away, 

Here let us, fora while, suspend tho narrative of the chronicler, and 
take a retrospective glance at the transactions oi tho Rah tores, from tho 
year 1737, the period' of Raja Jeswunt’s death at Cabul, to the restoration 

* Jlamfeuhiih was the child of tho old age of tho tyrant Aruugzcbo. by a Rajpoot princcas* 
Ho appear* to have held him in more affection than any of his other sons, as his letter on bin 
death bed to him testifies. See Vcl. I. p 302. 

+ Tndur Sing was the son of Umra, tho oldest brother of Jeswunt. and tho rather ot 
JiT;hkim, who, being disappointed of tho government of Mairta, deserted to tho hire 

t This is another of the numerous instances of contradictory feelings in the Kn.jp.Mt 
character. Umra, elder brother of Jeswunt, was banished from . ih.3 birth 

wn« ufterwarda slain at court, as already related. HU son. Iodur Sing, and grandson Mok- 



ulnr inooneifltcuoy 

§ There is an anecdote regarding tho fountain of this classic field of strife, tho l road ot 
Raia^ban which well exemplifies the superstitious belief of the warlike Rajpoot. The em¬ 
peror d'.ibadur Shall was desirous to visit this scene of the exploits of tho heroes of antiquity, 
stimulated, no doubt, i>y his Kajpootni queen, or his mother, also of this rqce. Ho was st ated 
under n i' c which shaded the sacred fount, named after the great leu.i]er of tho Cur us, i is 
queen by his side, surrounded by taunts to hide them from profane eyes, when a vulture par- 
oJu ii upon t 'i»* troo with a bone iu its beak, whvh falling in tho fountain, the bird set up n 
sm-nni of laughter. Tlie king looked up in astonishment, which was greatly increased when 
t.h< vultme addressed hlminhumnn accents, saying, “ that in a former birth sho was a Jog in ^ 
n.uJ >vu i iu the field of alunghUT of the gr,«twmr, whence she flow away with tho dissevered 
am. ot me of its mighty warriors, with which sho alighted on that very tree, that the arm 
wa« onemribf ied with- ct ponderous golden bracelet, m which, as au amulet, wore set thirteen 


cb a tho Hnmtaii, .and behold the relic of the Mauabbarat, with tho symbobo emblems of tho 
god 1 il in>v!’:i:i ' and no largo woio they, that tho emperor remarked they would answer ex- 
.'•,11. nil. welt for* Slav, m of tho carpet.’ Tho Hindu princes thru present, among wiiom were 
the Rajas Ajit and ley Bing, wore shocked nb this levity, and each entreated of vbe king one 
of the phallic Hk mboJa, The Aiiwa Raja obtained two, and both are yet a Jey poor, cue in tU 
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'Ajifc, presenting a continuous conflict of thirty years’ duration. In vain 
might we search the annals of any other nation for such inflexible devotion 
as marked the Rahtoro character through this period of strife, durin" which 
to use their own phrase, “ hardly a chieftain died on his pallet.” Let those 
who deem the Hindu warrior void of patriotism read the rude chronicle of 
this thirty years’ war ; let them compare it with that of any other country, 
and do justice to the magnanimous Rajpoot. This narrative, the simplicity 
of which is the best voucher for it9 authenticity, presents an uninterrupted 
record of patriotism and disinterested loyalty. It was a period when the 
sacrifice of these principles was rewarded by the tyrant king with the highest 
honours of the state; nor are wo without instances of the temptation being 
too strong to bo withstood : but they are rare, and serve only to exhibit., in 
more pleasing colours, the virtues of tho tride which spurned the attempts 
at seduction. What a splendid example is the heroic Doorgadas of all that 
constitutes the glory of the Rajpoot ! Valour, loyalty, integrity, combined 
with prudence in all the difficulties which surrounded him, are qualities which 
entitle him to the admiration which his memory continues to enjoy. The 
temptations held oat to him were almost irresistible : not merely the gold 
which he and thousand of his brethren would alike have spurned, but the 
splendid offer of power in the proffered ‘ munsub of five thousand’’ which 
would at once have lifted him from his vassal condition to an equality with 
the princes and chief nobles of the land. Doorga had, indeed, but to nime 
his reward ; but, as the bard justly says, he was ‘ anwlar.,' beyond all price 
nuoM, unique. Not oven revenge, so dear to the Rajpoot, turned him aside 
fiom toe dictates of true honour. The foul assassination of his brother «ho 
brave Sonpg effected through hi3 enemies, made no alteration in his humani¬ 
ty w henever the chance of war placed his foe in his power ; and in this his 
policy seconded his virtue. His chivalrous conduct, in the extrication of 
prince Akber from inevitable destruction had he fallen into his father’s hands 
was only surpassed hy his generous and delicate behaviour towards the 
jounce s family, which was left in his care, forming a marked contrast to 
tinu ot the enemies of his faith on similar occasions. The virtue of tho 
pand-daughtcr of Arungzebe, in the sanctuary ( sirna) of Droonara* was 
in tar better keeping than in the trebly-walled harem of Agra. Of his 
li?7IP tlC r T d ’ and t{lc contro1 ho exerted ovei those of hi3 confiding 
bk 7,f n ' r ai ^P l00f i3 8 iv ® n > in his preserving the secret of the abode of 
e,.^ 1 ‘u ; ( i ° Ugh J 0Ufc tbe m first years of his ‘"fancy ! But, to conclude our 
j- 1 ^L V* 1 , 9 "' ordb of their bard: he has reaped the immortality destined 
® iCQri3 i ^ l3 memory is cherished, his actions are the theme of constant 


fhh>npr] of ^V Ua 1 D ? vl < (!) Hie other in that of Govinda. Ajitlmd one, still preserved and were 
who told k ho . s ^ nne Qirdhari at.Todpoor. My old tutor and friend, tho Yati Gyanohnndia 
lum p or, f ae ‘’fcorv while he road tho chronicles ns 1 translated them, has often «•; .n ami mad > 
° e t0 aJ1 the three relios. There is one, he believed, at Boondi or Kotah, and tho Rana b v 
t] 1 \ means obtained another. They are of pure rock crystal, and as eac h wolgha Romo . 

mere must luvo been giants in tho days of the Bharat, to have supported thirteen i n ono 
'f.mlet Homer's heroes were pigmies to the Caras, whose bracelet we may doubt if Aiao 
conlu have lifted. My venerable tutor, though liberal iu his Opinions, did not chose to dissent 
* I'm the general belief, for man, ho said, had beyond a doubt greatly degenerated since* the 
heroic ages, and was rapidly approximating to the period, the immediate forerunner of a uoi 
renovation., when only dwarfs would creep over the land. 

(1) Tho goddess of arms, their P’llfts. 

* Doorga’s fief ou the Looni. 
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praise, and his picture on his white horse, old, yet in vigour, is familiar 

amongst the collections of portraits of Ilijpootana. , 

But there was not a elan, or family, that did not produce men of worth 
n this protract' d warfare, which incited constant emulation ; and the bards 

of each had abundant materials to emblazon the mages of their chronicles. 

T o the recollection of these, their expatriated descendan ts allude in the 
me moriaif of their hardships from the cruel policy of lhe reigning chief, 
the last lineal descendant of the prince, whose history, has .yust- been narrated. 
W e now resume the narrative in the language ot the chronic c. 


* See Vol.I. p. 311. 
t Soo Vol, X. p. 163. 







WNISTfiy 



ANNALS OF MAJlWAR 

HOROSCOPE OF RAJA A8HOY SING. 



inn > anam -P^rti, or horoscope of Abhye Sing (referred to in p. 50); tho 1th, 7Ui, 8t!i, 

lj 11th and 12th houses denote tho destinies of the heir of Ajifc. In the lth we nave tho 
manner /v’aJtoo, the author of eclipses. Of the 7th, or house of'heirs, the Mo n a ml Vet) up. 
have taken possession ; of the Stb.or house of strife, the Snn and Mercury. In tic 10fh ip 
KC'Oo, brother of R*hoo, both signs of evil portent. Mars rides in the honso of fate while 
bat urn and Jupiter are together in the abode of sovereignty. Like that of cm ry man'living* 
tho horoscopo of tho heir of Maroo is tilled with good and evil : could the jV; . or ;t drolo /i- 
f, al seer, have put the parricidal sign in the house of destiny, he might have claimed' sonic 
liienfc for suporrior intelligence. Those who have ever consulted any works on this f olish per- 
suit, will observe that the diagrams of tho European astrologers are exact copies of the Hindu, 
In P ro °f of which! have inserted this : to trace darkness as well as light from the East 1 














CHAPTER IX. 




Ajit commanded to reduce Nahn and the rebels of the Sewaluc mountains .—» 
The emperor dies.—Civil wars.—A jit nominated viceroy of Ouzerat .— 
A jit comm tnded to send his son to court .— Daring attach on the chief of 
Nagare. who is slain .— Retaliated .— The king's army invades Mancar .— 
Jodpoor invested. — Terms.—Aloe Sing sent to court.—Ajit proceeds to 
Delhi.-—'Coalesces with the Syed ministry of the king.—Gives a daughter in 
marriage to the ~ emperor.—Returns to Jodpoor.—Repeal of the Jezeya.— 
Ajit proceeds to his viceroyalty of Guzerat.—Settles the province .— 
Worships at Dioarica.—Returns to Jodpoor—The S yeds summon him to 
cou rt.—The splendour of his t rain.—Leagues with the S yeds.—The emperor 
visits Ajit. — Portents.—Husein Alii arrives from the. DeJchan. — Conster¬ 
nation of the opponents of the S yeds and Ajit. —A jit blockades the palace 
with his Rahtores.—The emperor put to death.—Successors—Mohammed 
Shah.—He marches against Amber.—Its Raja claims sanctuary with Ajit. 
—Obtains the grant of Ahmedabad.—Returns to Jodpoor.—Ajit unites his 
daughter to the Prince of Amber—The S yeds assassinated.—Ajit worried of 
his "danger.—Seizes onAjmeer.-^Slays the governor.—Destroys the mosques 
and re-establishes the Hindu rites—Ajit declares Jus independence.—Coins 
in his cmn name.—Establishes weights and measures y and his own courts oj 
justice.—Fixes the gradations of rank amongst his chiefs % —7 he Imperia¬ 
lists invade Mar war.—Abhye Sing heads thirty thousand Rahtores to 
oppe v them. —T he kinfs foi'ccs decline battle. —T he Rahtores ravage the 
Imperial provinces.—Abhye S inq obtains the surnamo of ‘ Dhonkul,' or 
•exterminator.—Returns to Jodpoor.—Battle of Sambhur.—Ajit gives 
sanctuary to Choramun Jat y founder of Bharat pur.-The emperor put 
himself at the head of all his foi'ces to avenge the defeat of Sambhnr — 
Ajnicer invested.—Its defence.—Ajit agrees to surrender Ajmer.—Abhye 
Sing proceeds to the imperial camp—His reception.—His arrogant bear¬ 
ing.— Murder of Ajit by his son . —Infidelity of the bard. —B lank leaf 
of V e Raj Roopaca, indicative of this event,—Extract from that chronicle. 
—Funeral rites.—Six queens and fifty-eight concubines determine to 
become Satis.— Expostulations of the Nazir % bards , and purohits.—They 
fail.—Procession.—Rite concluded.—Refletions on AjiTs life and history. 

«In 1768 Ajit was sent against Nahn and the chiefs of the snowy 
mountains, whom he reduced to obedience. 'I hence he wept to the Ganges, 
where he performed his ablutions, and in the spring he returned to Jodpoor. 

<« In 1769 Shah Alium went to heaven. The torch of discord was lighted 
b} his sons, with which they fired their own dwelling. Azin OoshaWn was 
slain and the umbrella of royalty waved over the head of Moiz-oo-deen. 
Ajit, sent the Bindarri Kaimsi to the presence, who returned with the sun 
nud of the vice-royalty of Guzerat. In the month of Megsir 1769, he pre- 
pared an army to take possession of the Satra-schcs* when fresh dissensions 
broke out in the house of the Chagitai. The Syed? slew ftloiz-oo-deen, and 


Tb« ‘ i*vgnte*-u thousand, iowiwof Gu-^rat. 
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?S5chsear became king. Zoolfecar Khan was put to death, and with him 
departed the strength of the Moguls. Then the.Syeds became headstrong. 
Ajit was commanded to send his son, Abhyc Sing, uow seventeen years of 
age, with Lis contingent, to court; but Ajit having learned that the traitor 
Mokund was there and in great favour, sent a trusty band, who slew him 
oven in the middle of Delhi. This during act brought the Syed with an 
army to Jodpoor, Ajit sent off the men of wealth to Sewanoh, and his son 
and family to the desert of Rardurroh * The capital was invested, and 
Abhyc Sing demanded a3 a hostage for the conduct of Ajit, who was also 
commanded to court. To neither was the Raja inclined, but the advice of - 
the Dewan, and still more of Kesar the bard, who gave as a precedent rbo 
instance of Rao Ganga when invaded by the Lodi, Dowlut Khan, who en¬ 
trusted his affairs to his son Mcaldeo, was unanimously approvc*d.*|~ Abhye 
Sing was recalled from Rardurroh, and marched with Hosein AUi to Delhi, 
tho end of Asar 1770. The heir of Maroo received the munsub of five 
thousand from tho king. 

f< Ajit followed his son to the court, then held at Delhi. There the sight 
of the altars raised over the ashes of chiefs who had perished to preserve in 
his infancy, kindled all his wrath, and he meditated revenge on the whole 
house of Timoor. Four distinct causes for displeasure had Ajmal :— 

"1st. The Noroza 

"2d. The compulsory marriage of their daughters with the king , 

"3d. The killing of kine ; 

"4th. The Jezeya, or capitation tax/”§ 

Here wc must interrupt the narrative, in order to supply an important 
omission of the bard, who slurs over the hardest of the conditions demanded 
of Ajit on the invasion of the Syed, viz. the giving a daughter to Ferochaear 
the important political results of which are already related in the first part 
of this work ,|| This compulsory marriage only aggravated Ajit's desire of 
vengeance, and he entered into the views of the Syed 9 with the true spirit 
of his father ; obtaining meanwhile, a9 the price of coalition, the compliance 
with the specified demands, besides others of less moment, such as "that 
the bell for prayer should be allowed to toll in the quarters of tho city 
dotted to the Rajpoots, and that their temples should be held sacred • 
3>nd last, but not least, the aggrandisement of his hereditary (Homiuiona.” 
Let us again recur to the chronicle. 

. Fn Joit 1771, having secured all his wishes, Ajit left the court, ami 
with the renewed patent as viceroy of Guzerat, rt turned to Jodpo(r. I’hpough 
Kairasi, Lis minister, the jezeya was repealed. The jqindu raco owed eternal 
obligation to the Mor (croicn) of Mordhur, the sanctuarv of 
distress, v 7 


princes m 


. 1772, Ajit prepared to visit his government : Abhyc Sing accom¬ 

panied his father. He first proceeded to Jhalore whore ho passed tho rainy 
8ea90n - Thence he attacked the 1 Mewasso :'1F first Neemuj, which he took, 

* Ths tract weBfc of the Loon!. , x >f . , . 

.. J* slur over tho moat important demand—ft daughter to >7110 to the kmg-^it 13 ?.t 
tnis Ajit hesitates, and for wbioh the precedent is ghen- 
} See Vol. I. P . 279. 

5 Described in Vo). I. p. 296. 

II Vol. I. p. 823. w , 

* Mauattoi* a torra given to tho fastnesses in the mount aine, which the aboriginal tribes, 

and Mairs, aud not un frequently the Rajpoots, mtvke their retreat a; and in 
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Hhe Deoras paid him tribute. Feeroz Khan advanced from Palhanpur 
to meet him. The Ran of Therad paid alack of rupees, Cambay was invested 
and paid ; and the Koli chief, Kemkurn, was reduced. From Patun, Sukta 
the Champa wut, with Beejo Bindarri, sent the year preceding to manage 
the province, came forth to meet him. 

•‘In 1773, Ajit reduced the Jhala of Hulwud, and Jam of Aoanuggur, 
who paid as tribute three lacs of Rupees, with twenty-five choice steeds ; and 
having settled the province, he worshipped at Dwarica, and bathed in Uie 
GomteeA Thence he returned to Jodpoor, where he learned that Indur Sing 
hud regained Nagore ; but he stood not before Ajit. 

“ The year 1774 had now arrived. The Syeds and their opponents were 
engaged in civil strife* Hosein Alii was in the Dekhan, and the mind of 
Abdoolla was alienated from the king Paper on paper came, inviting Ajit. 
He mnrched by Nagore, Mairta, Poshkur, Marote, and Sambhur, whose garri¬ 
sons h; strmigthed, to Delhi. Foom Marote he sent Abhyo Sing back to take 
care of Jodpoor. The Syed advanced from Delhi to meet the JJhumn ( lord ) 
of Marwar, who alighted at Aliverdis serai. Here the Syed and Ajit formed 
a league, to oppose Jey Sing and the Moguls, while the king remained like a 
snake coiled up in a closed vessel. To get rid of their chief opponent, Zoolfe- 

car Khan, was first determined. # 

tC When tho king heard that Ajit had reached Delhi, he sent the Haia 
Rao Bheem of Kotah, and Khandowran Khan to introduce him to the pre- 
80 i ice. Ajit* obeyed. Besides his own Rahtores, he was accompanied by ^Rao 
Bishen Sing of Jessulmer, and Puddum Sing of I)erawul, with I* uttoh Sing, 
a nob!''* of Mewar, Maun Sing Rahtore, chief of Seeta Mhow, and the Chun- 
cjcrawut, Gopal of Rampura, besides Oodi Sing of Kundaila, Sukut.&ing of 
Munuhurpur, Kishen of Kulchipur, and many others. j~ The meeting took 
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double sirin.-; of pearls. Havmg left the presence, Ajit went .to visit Ab 
doolie Khtn.' The Hved a vanced to meet liim, and his reception, with Ins 
attendants, v is distinguished. They renewed their determination to stand 
«r fall tug- iher. Their conference caused uismay to the Moguls, who lay in 

} i. 


ambush tu j>*»t Ajit to Death. 

i{ On iho second day of the bright moon of Pos, 1775, the king honoured 
Ajit with a visit. Ajit seated the king on a throne formed of bags ot rupees 
1-: the amount of one lack, 1 : and presented elephants, horses, and all that was 
precious. Tu the month of Fholgoon, Ajit and the Syed went to m tho 
kin*-and after the conference wrote to Husein Alii revealing their plana) 
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’ring his rapid march to unite with them from the Dekhan. JNow 
havens as-urned portentous appearances; the clesa* was red and fiery; 
jackasses brayed unusually; dogs,barked ; thunder rolled without a cloud: 
the court, late so gay, was now sad and gloomy; all were forebodings of 
change at Dcltr. In twenty days, Husein reached Delhi; his con iterance 
was terrific; his drum, which now beat close to the palace, was the knell of 
falling greatness. He was accompanied by myriads of horse. Delhi was 
enveloped in the dust raised by his hostile steeds. They oncamped in the 
north of the city, and Husein joined Ajifc and his brother. The trembling 
king sent congratulations and gifts; The Mogul chiefs kept aloof in their 
abod< s; even as the quail cowers in the grass when the falcon hovers over it, 
so did the Moguls when Husein reached Delhi. The lord of Amber was liko 
a lamp left without oil. 

‘On the second day, ulJ convened at A jit's tents, on the banks of Jumna 
to execute the plans now determined upon. Ajit mounted his steed ; at the 
head of hia Rahtdres, he marched direct to the palace, and at every post he 
placed his own men: he looked like the fire destined to causu pretlaj/a. j* 
W hen the sun appears darkness flies; when the oil fails the lamp goes out: 
so is it with crowns and kings, when good faith and justice, the oil that feeds 
their power, is wanting. The crash which shivered the umbrella of Delhi 
reverberated throughout the land. The rojv.l treasuries were plundered. 
None amidst the Moguls came forward Lo rescue their king (Fercchser\ and 
Joy Sing fled from the scene of destruction. Another king was set up, but 
in four months ho was seized with a distemper and died. Then Dowlaht 
was placed on the throne. But the Mogul,, at Delhi set up Neko Shah ut 
Agra, and Husein marched against them, leaving Ajit; and Abdoolia with the 

“In 1776, Ajit and the Syed moved from Delhi; but the Moguls sur¬ 
rendered Neko Shah, who was confined in Selimgurh. A* this time the king 
died, and Ajit and the Syods made another, and p'aced Mahomed Shah on 
the throne. Many count' i a were destroyed, and many were made to flourish, 
during the dethronement of kings by Ajit. With tho death of Feroohscar 
ey Sings views Were crushed* and the Syeds determined to punish him. 
ino loru of Amb.-r was like rater carried in a platter-!! The king reached 
„• c Uur £> a h at, Sikri, in progress to Amber, and hero the chieftains sought :lio 
,W C£ V -tuary) oi Ajit. They said the Khoorm was lost if ho pro'. noted 
sodM , A t ^V X3t theS y ed9 - Even as Krishna saved Arjoon in the Bharai.. 
On . A J lfc talc ® Jey Sing'undcr bis prot- ction. He sent the chiefs of the 
iQO.?wm« and jjjg minister to dispel his fears; thdjr returned with tho 
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vH^^ohcd for Jo J poor, and in the way contracted a marriage with 
aughter of the Shekhawut chief of Munohurpur. In the month of Ahsin, 
he reached Jodagir, when the lord of Amber encamped at Soor Sagur, and 
the fiara Rao north of the town. 

“The cold season had fled; the spring (buffttuiQ approached. The 
peacock was intoxicated with the nectar-drops distilled from the sweet blos^- 
somed ctma (mango) ; the rich sap exuded ; the humming-bees c.ustered 
round the flowers; new leaves budded forth; songs of joy resounded ; tho 
hearts of gods, men, and women expanded with mirth. It was then the lord 
of Amber was bedecked in saffron robes, to espouse the ‘ virgin of the sun * 
(3 urua Kumari), the child of Ajit. On this he had consulted the Champa- 
Wilts and according to ancient usage, the A d-Purdh an, or chief minister, 

the Koompawut: likewise the Bindarri Dewan, and the Guru. But were I 

to dwell on these festivities, this book would become too large ; I therefore 
S<i> ^Tho rains of 1777 set in, and Jey Sing and Bood Sing remained with 

Aiit when a messenger arrived with tidings that the Moguls had assassinat¬ 
ed the Syeds, and were now on the watch for Ajit. He drew t^^rdand 
swore he would possess himself of Ajmeer. He dismissed the lard of Amber. 
In twelve days after Ajit reached Mairta. In the face of day he drove tho 
Mooslem from Ajmeer and mado it his own. He slew the king s governor 
and seized on Tarragurh* Once more the bell of prayers was heard m the 
temple while the bang]- of the Mesjid was silent. Where the Koran was 
re J, the Pur an was now heard, and the Mundira took the place of the 
Mosque. The Kazi made way for the Brahmin, and the pit of burnt sacri¬ 
fice (homo) was dug, where the sacred kine were slain. He took possession 
of the salt lakes of Sambhur and Didwanno, and the records were always 
moist with inserting fresh conquests. Ajit ascended his own throne, tho 
.‘.I A I), 0 f supremacy he waved over his head. He coined in his own name, 

even Mecea P and Iran, that Ajit had exalted his own faith, while the rites ot 
Tgiani were prohibited throughout the land of Maroo. 

“ In 1778, the king determined to regain Ajmeer. He gave the com¬ 
mand »o Mozuff'ur, who in the rains advanced towards Manvar. Ajit en¬ 
trusted the conduct of this war to his son, the ‘shield of Maroo, t.ie ear 
less’ (Ab hye\ with the eight great vassals, and thirty thousand horse; tRe 
(Jharapawuts on the right, the Koompawuts on the left, while „he r l 
Sutcs, Mairteas, Jodas, Eendos, Bhattis, Sonigurrae Deoras, K^aes,Dhojj 
duis nd Gogawuts,§composed the mam body. At Ambei, 


T h« 8t<iv Fort , Oie castle of Ajmeer, 

'[ .10 all t > prayer of the Mooslcm . n - , - 0t;il Ht .riotIy maintained at 

1 . 'i'llU exact imitation of the manners of the m p , . timeer is taken frcni 

J od poor, Tl„, account of the measures which followed ^ R ■ & e A khe-it. 

t no chronic I ,• Praha' , tho only part not entire^ trausliW fromJlho .„ 

A , is a licence of the poet, where it sm £ brevet but the second degree of 

. : !e common epithet applied to the emperors of lleliii. it is, nowevu, 

I..t:-amount power—iGuipufi ‘ Lord of elepharts. is tile nrat. , 0 f the 
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%^ IUts canti3 in sight; bat Mozuffer disgraced himself, and retired within 
AmJ™. „p Wlth ?, Ut ™ kln g an encounter. Abhye Sing, exasperated at this 
au U 2 1 -'^lainoaous bravado, determined to punish the king. He 
atuackad Shahjehanpur, sacked Narhol, levied contiibutions on Pa tun 
LtT rVClt J ' anc Re ' varl - He g ave the villages to the flames, and spread 
conflagration and consternation even to Aliverdi’a Serai. Delhi and Agra’ 
trembled with affright; the Asoors fled without their shoes at the deeds of 
q {*> whona they styled Dhonkul, ‘ the exterminator.’ He returned by 
NiTroocas * pjudbaua > and here he married the daughter of the chief of the 


l-,. t 1 , 1 ¥]?> Abhya Sing remained at Sambhur,which he strengthened, and 

* Oasvamf hi cf Apt came from Ajineer. The meeting was like that between 
C d b mu ya i . for ha had brokon thc bow of Muzuffur and made the 

S 5Su Th0 klng 3en i hi ? Ghe lqh. Nahur Khan, to expostulate with 
tiger lord ( Nahfr “In offar } s . lv «- md the of Sawbhur devoured the 
mun the Vat + n Kh ?" } a 7 d hus four thousand followers. The son of Chora- 
the unhannv aLk f nctuar y with Ajit. Sick of these dissentions, 

Mecca But^ ^ determinod to abandon his crown, and retire to 

WSMSteter is 

nobles of he king and he T^ t 7°^ S ™ to ° n the ^ran by the 
accompanied Jey°Sing to th'- cVnSt Surrender A J ,neer - Abhye Sing then 
obedience he should rfpaLtoP r °P° . tat fo^atimbt^ofhis 
himself; but the fearless /^ LA 9 P n ?? e of Amber pledged 

is my surety ( } placed hl9 hand oa hia 3 '™rcl, saying, • §* 

hut being mMs^Id 3 of T nonw re0e ^ * be kin S with the utmost honour; 
®Ktf chiffiHb f a Pouble qortmn of that arrogance which forms the 

footn which he sprang^ h?rr’ ( ^ e3p f lally of tho Rah(i0re and Chohan, 
t le scene recordedin fh«^ eaeptl °” “ earlv produced at Delhi a repetition of 
that his father hdl th fch f - h ° ry ° f hl3 anc . estor V mra at Agr i. Knowing 
timaolf, , l3 his re ‘1 P la ° e , °» ,b « king’s right handf he Considered 

the unbending tlV r’tu tltled to , th0 sanaa A 0110111- * »“d little heeding 

monionsly hustled 1 f » ° P‘ oade3fc oourt in tho world, he unoore 
f. e P of the throne P u aI1 tho dl g nltarle3 Estate, and had even ascended a 
his dagg er> and bnV f cheeked b - y Qne of the u °Wes, Abhye’s hand was on 
° WQ chaplet ron» A- tbe P resenoe of mind of the monarch *• who threw his 
deluged with blood ^ Ueck ' t0 rQ3 * ra * n b ' m » tba u would havo beeu 

foulest c r 15 °^ dro P chronicles, and in recording tho murder of Ajit, 
jT~~—-— ltl the annals of Rajasthan, exemplify the mode in which 

^0 Chohan, who^T~p ~ —■***___*- -- — _ 

ol’il J ie 8te ed JoJ,; nd6a , t1 * e Sutle g« in the earliest ilooslom invasion recorded. Both Q oca 
na» d v/ 0W3 *“ • he m Lr 8 l ? m ? rtal *“ Kajaathan. The author had a oheatunt Cattiawiw! 
pa «bu;, th: . • wasperfeotioir,.and a piece of living fire when mountod, ecornin- over? 

One of ih« P Bounds and curvets. a 

t. ^oundpr dans of Author; of whom more boraher, 

t The §»„„ the Bhurtpore state. 

ne Bycesa, or 'twenty.two' viceroys of India. 
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tfisfifpojtfo historians gloss over such events. It was against Ajit’s will tnafc 
his son went to court, as if ho had a presentiment of the fate which awaited 
him and which has been already circumstantially related* The authors from 
whose records this narrative is chiefly compiled, were too polite to suffer such 
a soi- na to appear in their chronicles, * written by desire and under the eye 
of the parricide, Ajit’s successor. The Surya Prakas merely says, at this 
iimo Aiifc went to heaven but affords no indication of the person who sent 
him there. The Raj Roopaca, however, not bold enough to avow the myste¬ 
rious death of his prince, yet too honest altogether to pass it over, has left an 
ex nressive blank leaf at this part of his chronicle, certainly not accidental, as 
it intervenes between Abhye Sing’s reception at court, and the incidents 
following his father’s death which f translate verbatim, as they present an 
excellent picture of the results of a Rajpoot potentate’s demise. 

“ Abhye, a second Ajit, Wa 3 introdneed to the Aspati ; his father heard 
the news and rejoiced. But this world is a fable,-a lie. Time will sopner 
ui later prey on all things. What king, what raja can avoid the path lead¬ 
ing to extinction ? the time allotted for our sojurn here is predetermined; 
prolong it wc cannot. The decree penned by the hand of the Creator is en¬ 
graven upon each forehead at the hour of birth. Neither addition nor sub¬ 
traction can be mode. Fate (honhar) must be fulfi^ed. It was the com- 
n and >,fGovinda,f that Aiiv (the Avatar oi Indra)should obtain immortality 
au( j ip a ve his renown in the world beneath. Ajit, so long a thorn in the sido 
i,f his foe, waremoved to Paraloca.% He kept afloat the faith of the Hindu, 
B|J ,1 sunk tin Mooslem in shame. In the face of day, the lord of Marco , i. 
the road which loads to Paradise ( Vaicoonta\ Then dismay sowed the ■, y , 
each looked with dread in his neighbour’s face as he said, sun has set. But 
when the day of lama-raj § arrives, who can retard it? Were not the fiv 
PaVd^ enclosed in the mansion of Himalaya ?o Harchund escaped not the 
m iff versa’ decree : nor will gods, men, or reptiles avoid it, not even hemma 
j-r it i n Yuma Hoar then could Ajit hope to escape 

Stak k* them.™ Of mo, „v«nt. T tan- 

On Asar, tn. loim, for the last time marched before 

lordT"Theyplacets body in a boat,** and carried him to the pyre ff 
• , a io of sandal wood and perfumes, with heaps of cotton, oil, and oamphoi. 

But this is a subject of grief: how can the bard enlarge on such a theme? 

The Nnssir went tu the itowutott and as he pronounced the words R«o 

si, ’ the Ohohani queen, with sixteen damselsiin her suitea came,forth 
‘ phis day,’ sai l she. ‘ is one of joy ; My race shall be illustrated ; our 
httvc ivims 1 together, how then cun I leave him Ms. , 

' Of noble race w» the Bhatli mi qiionu, «“>»” 

.laughter of Birioeg. She put up a prayer t. th, Lori who «4J» »4» 
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‘With joy I accompany my lord; that my fealty (scUi) may bo 
accepted, rests with thee/ In like manner did the Gazelle (Mirgar di) of 
Derawul,f and the Tuar queen of pure blood, i the Chaora Ram,§ and 
her of Shekhavati invoke the name of Hari, as they determined to Join their 
lord. For these six queens death had no terrors ; but they were the affianced 
wives of their lord: the curtain wives of affection, to the number of fifty-eight, 
determined to offer themselves a sacrifice to Agni.U c Such another oppor¬ 
tunity/ said they, *can never occur, if we survive our lord; disease will seize 
and make us a prey in our apartments. Why then quit the society of our 
lord, when at all events wc must fall into the handa of Yama, for whom the 
human race is but a mouthful? Let us leave the iron age (Aa^ywptO behind 
us.* c Without our lord, even life is death/ said the Bhattiani, as she bound 
the beads of Toolsi round her neck, and made the tilac with earth from the 
Ganges. While thus spoke, Nathoo- the Nazir^l thus addressed them 1 his 
is no amusement; the sandal-wood you now anoint with is cool: but will youi 
resolution abide, when you remove it with the flames of Agni ? . "\\ hen this 
scorches your tender frames, your hearts may fail, and the desire to recede 
will disgrace your lords memory. Reflect, and remain where you are. You 
have lived like Indram ** nursed in softness amidst flowers and perfumes, tho 
winds of heaven never ofiended you, far less the flames of fire/ But to all 
his arguments they replied : ( The world we will adandon, but never our 

lord.’ They performed their ablutions, decked themselves in their gayest 
attire, and for the la^t time made obeisance to their lord in his car. Tho 
ministers, the bards, the family priests (Purchits), in turn, expostulated with 
them. The chief queen (Patrani) the Chohoni, they told to indulge her 
attention for her sons, Abhye and Bukhta ; to feed the poor, tho needy, the 
holy, and lead a life of religious devotion. The queen replied : c Koonti, t 1 3 
wife of Pandu, did not follow her lord; she lived to see the greatness of the 
five brothers, her sons ; but were her expectations realized ? This life is a vain 
shadow ; this dwelling one of sorrow • let us accompany our lord to that of fire, 
and there close it/ 

The drum sounded ; the funeral train moved on ; all invoked the name of 
iieW.ft Charity was dispensed like falling rain, while the countenances of 
tho queens were radiant as the sun: From heaven Umra+t looked down ; in 
recompense of such devotion she promised they should enjoy the society of 
Apt in each successive transmigration. As the smoke, emitted from the 
nouse of flame, ascended to the sky, the assembled multitudes shouted 
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^Jthaman ♦ Khcimam ! *' well done ! well done !’ The pile flamed like a volcano ’\ 
the faithful queens laved their bodies in the flames, as do the celestials in the 
lake of MaMarW.br* They sacrificed their bodies to their lord, and illustra¬ 
ted the races whence they sprung. The gods above exclaimed, 4 D/umD/umf 
Ajit! whom intained the faith, and overhelmed the Asuras.’ Savitri, Court, 
Sarasvati, Gunga, and GomtrJ: united in doing lionour to iheso faithful 
queens. Forty-five years, three months, and twenty-two days, was the space 
of Ajit’s existence, when he went to inhabit Ararapura, an immortal ybodeV 

~Tfiua closed the career of one of the most distinguished princes who ever 
pressed the * cushion’ of jflaroo; a career as full of incident as any life of equal 
duration. Born amidst tho snow# of Cabul, deprived at his birth of both 
parents, one from grief, the other by suicidal custom ; saved from the 
Jierudian cruelty of the king by the heroism of his chiefs, nursed amidst the 
rocks of Aboo or tho intricacies of tho Aravalli untii the day of danger pass¬ 
ed, he issued forth, still an infant, at the head of his brave clans, to redeem 
tbe inheritance fco iniquitously wrtsted from him. In the history of man¬ 
kind there is nothing to be found presenting a more brilliant picture of 
fidelity, than that afforded by the Rahtore clans in their devotion to their 
prince, from his birth until he worked out his own and his country’s deliver¬ 
ance. It is one of those events which throw a gleam of splendour upon tho 
dark picture of feudalism, more prolific perhaps in crime than in virtue. 
That of the Rajpoots, indeed, in which consanguinity is superadded to the 
other rociprocaltics which bind a feudal body, wears tho more engaging 
a.pecfc o* a vast family. How affecting is the simble language of the^o bravo 
men, while daily shedding their bkod fi r a prince whom, until he bad attain¬ 
ed his seventh year, they had never beheld! Without tho sight ot our 
lord, bread and water have no flavour.” And how successfully does the bard 
pour tray tho joy of those stern warriors, when he says,as the lulus expands 
at the sun-beam, so did tho heart of each Rahtoi e at the sight of their infant 
sovereign ; they drank his looks even as the pepaya in the month ol Asoj sips 
fhe drops of cunrita (ambrosia) from the Champa . 9 

The prodigality with which every cl m lavished its blood, through a 
space of six-and-twonty years, may in part be learned fiom the chronicle; 
and in yet more forcible language from the cenotaphs scattered over tho 
country, erected to the manes of those who fed in this religious warfare, 
Were other testimony required, it is to be found in the annals of th' ir neigh, 
bours and their conquerrors; while the traditional couplets of the bards 
familiar to every Rajpoots, embalm the memory of the exploits of tbci 
forefathers, 

Ajit wav a prince of great vigour of mind as well as of frame. Valour 
var his inheritance; he displayed this hereditary quality at the early 
age of eleven, when he visited his enemy in his capital, displaying a c un.,esy 
which ci^n only be comprehended by a Rajpoot. Amongst the numerous 
dnsulwry-actiona, of which many ocoured every year, there were several m 
which ho whole strength of the Rahtores was led b) their prin r '?- - e 
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’ Sambhur, in S. 17(35, fought against the Syeds, which ended in aa 
union of interests, was one of these ; and, for the rest ot Ajit'slife, kept him 
in close contact with the court, where he might have taken the lead had his 
talent for intrigue been commensurate with his boldness, hrom this period 
until his death, Ajit-’s agency was recognized in all the intrigues and 
changes amongst the occupants of Timoor’s throne, from FerocLear to 
Mahomed. He inherited an invincible hatred to the very name of Mooslern, 
and was not scrupulous regarding the means by which he was likely to 

secure the extirpation of a race so inimical to his own. Viewing the mani¬ 
fold reasons for this hatred, we must not scrutinize with severity his actions 
when leagued with the Syeds, even in the dreadful catastrophe which over¬ 
whelmed Ferochsear, to whom he owed the two-fold duty of fealty and con¬ 
sanguinity; . . ; - i s 

There is one stain oft the memory of Ajit, which, though unnoticed in 
the chronicle, is too well ascertained to be omitted in a summary of his* 
character, more especially as it llustrates that of the nation and of the times, 
and shews the loose system which holds such governtnents together. Ihe 
heroic Doorgadas, the preserver of his infancy, the instructor of his youth, the 
guide of his manhood, lived to confirm the proverb, *' put not thy faith in 
princes.” He, who by repeated instances of ex*»lted self-denial, had refused 
wealth and honours that might have raised himself from his vassal conditions 
to an equality with his sov- r* ign, was banished from the land whicly his in¬ 
tegrity, wisdom, and valour had preserved. Why, or when, Ajit loaded 
himself with this indelible infamy was not known ; the fact was incidentally 
discovered in searching a collection of original newspapers written from the 
camp of Bahadoor Shah,* in One of which it was stated, that “Doorgadas 
Was encamped with his household retainers on the banks of tho Peehola Lake 
afc Oodipoor, and receiving daily five hundred rupees for bis support from the 
Rana; who when called on by the king (Bahadur Shah) to surrender him, 
magnanimously refused/ Imagining that Ajit had been compelled to ibis 
painful sacrifice, which is ftot noticed in the annals, the compiler mentioned 
it to a Yati deeply versed in all the events and transactions of this ?tatei 
Aware of the circumstance, which is not overlooked by the bards, he '.name- 
diately repeated the couplet composed on the occasion l 

u B oorgci. cles-sakar-jea 
(( Gola , Qanpani 1 ” 

“roorga was exiled, and Gangani given to a slave.” 

Gangani, on the north bank of the Loom, was the chief town of th3 
Kurnote fief, of which clan Doorga was the head. It is now attached tef 
the Khali-m, or fisc, but whether recently, or over since Doorga, wo know 
not. The Kurnotes still mv the last rites to their dead at Gangani. where 

they have their cenotaphs (che 
stands there to serve as 
say ; but the • 
the last linen 

rp P p at, that the system of feudality is the parent ot tne most) Dniliant) 
virtues and the darkest crimes i Here, a long life of uninterrupted fidelity 
could not preserve Doorga from the envenomed hreath of slander, or the 


M->hs (c hehtrie). Wbethor that of the noble Doorga 



l-'iacoverod bv the Author amouc^fc tbe Ruua’s urci.ivut 
+ Vol X, p, 337. 
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• ^egj ^S^-tooili of ingratitude: and whilst the mind revolts at the crime which 
left a blank leaf in the chronicle, it is involuntarily carried back to an act 
less atrocious, indeed, 4han one which violates the laws of nature, but which 
•r diminishing none of our horror for Abhye Sing, yet lessens our sympathy 
for the persecutor of Doorgadas, 


CHAPTER X. 

The parricidal murder of Aj it, the cause of the destruction of Marwar, —The 
parricide , Ab hye Sing, invested as Raja by the emperor's own hand » 
lie returns from court to Jodpoor.—His reception, —He distributes 
gifts to the bards and priests.—The lards of R ajpootana. — Kurna , 
the poetic historian ofMarwar.—Studies reguisite to farm a Eardai.— 
Abhye Sing reduces Nag ore,—Bestows it in appanage upon his brother 
BuJchta. -Reduces the turbulent cillodialists.—Commanded to court.— 
1 fakes a tour o / his domain,—Seized ly the small-pox,—Reaches the 
court,—Rebellion of the viceroy of Guzzerat , and of prince Jmgali in the 
Tdekhan,—Picture of the Mogul court at this time,—The beera of foreign 
service against the rebels described!.—Refused by the assembled nobles ,— 
Accepted by the R alitore prince.—He visits Ajincer, which he garrisons .—• 
Meeting at Pooshkur with the Raja of Amber, — Plans, the destruction of 
the empire,—At Mairta is joined by his brother Bukhi Sing,—Reoches 
Jodvoov —The kher, or feudal levies of Mar war, assemble,—Consecration 
of the guns, —T he mcenas carry of the cattle of the train.—Rajpoot con- 
tin gents enumerated—Abhye reduces the Mcena strong-holds in Sirohi.—* 
The Sirohi prince submits , and gives a daughter in marriage as a peace 
offering,—The Sirohi contingent joi?i8 Abhye Sing,—Proceeds again* 
Ahmedabad,—Summons the viceroy to surrender,—Rajpoot council of wav 
—B v.lchta claims to lead the van.—The Rahtore prince sprinkles his chiefs 
t cif/i saffron-water, —S irbullund’s plan of defence.—His guns manned, by 
Europeans*—His body-guard of European musketeers,—The storm.—* 
Victory gained by the Rajpoots.—Surrender of S irhnltund,—He ii sent 
prisoner to the emperor.—Abhye Sing governs Guzerot.—Rajpoot contin 
' gents enumerated,—Conclusion of the chronicles, the Raj Roopaca and 
»Surya Prakas .—Abhye Sing returns to Jodpoor.—The spoils conveyed 
from Guzerat. 

The parricidal murder of Ajit is accounted the germ of destruction, 
which, faking root in the social edifice of Marwar, ultimately rent it asunder. 
Bifcfc r has been the fruit of this crime, “even unto the third and fourth 
generation’* of his unnatural sons, whose issue, but for this crime, wouid in 
all human probability have been the most potent princes in India, able single- 
handed to ha70 stopped Mahratta aggrandisement. 

“ Tt was in 1781 (says the bard), Ajit went to heaven. With his own 
band did t,ho emperor Mahomed Shah put the teelca on the forehead of Abhoy 
Sing, girded him with the 3W*0rd, bAind the toorah on his head, placed a 
dagger set with gems in his girdle, and with Chaoris, JNobuts, and Nakarras, 
snd many valuable gifts, invested the young prince in ah the dignities of his 
father. Even Nugore was resumed from the son of Umra and included in 
his sunnud. With these marks of royal favour, he took Ieavo of the court, 
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^turned so his paternal dominions. From village to village, ns he jour¬ 
neyed homeward, the kullcis was raised on the head.* When ho reached 
Jodpoor, he distributed gifts to all his chiefs, and to the Bardais (bards) and 
Charuns, and lands to the family priests (. Puvohits V’ 

A day at the court of the desert king, related in the phraseology of the 
chronicle, would be deemed interesting as a picture of manners. It would 
also make the reader more familiar with Kurna, the most celebrated bard 
in the latter days of Rajpoot.independence: but this must be reserved for an 
equally appropriate vehicle,f and we shall at present rest satisfied with a 
slight sketch of the historian of Maroo. 

Karna-Kavya, or simply Kurna, who traced hi3 descent from the last- 
household bard of the last emperor of Canouj, was at once a politician, a war¬ 
rior, and a scholar, and in each capacity has left ample proofs of his abilities. 
In the first, he took a distinguished part in all the events of the civil wain; 
in the second, he v/as one of the few who survived a combat almost without 
parrallel in the annals even of Rajpoot chivalry ; and as a scholar, he has 
left U3, in the introduction to his work,t the most instructive proof, not only’ 
of his inheriting the poetic mantle of his fathers, but of the course he pur 
sued for the maintenance of its lustre. The bare enumeration of the works 
he had studied evinces that there was no royal road to Parnassus for the 
Rajpoot ‘ Kaviswar/§ but that, on the contrary, it was beset with difficulties 
not a little appalling. The mere nomenclature of works on grammar and 
historical epics, which were to be mastered ere he could hope for flame, must 
have often mado Kurna exclaim, “ How hard it is to climb the steps” on 
which from afar he viewed her temple. Those who desire to see, under a 
new aspect, an imperfectly known but interesting family of the human raj?, 
v-yl! bo made acquainted with the qualifications of our oardic historians, and 
the particular course of studies which fitted Kurna “ to sit in tho gate|| ol* 
Jodagir” and add a new book to the chronicles of kings. 

These festivities of the new reign were not of long duration, and were 
succeeded by warlike preparations against Nagore, which, during the con¬ 
tentions between Ajit and the emperor, had been assigned to the descendant 
of the ancient princes of Mundore. 

“ When Ajmeer was invested by the collective force of the empire,V 
Eradut Khan (Bungush), collector of the Jrzeya** took the Eetido by the 


The kult&s is a brazen vo.ssel, of household 


« female of oaoh family, Ailing «.<mi of 


nroo.'ii'in ™ pa ‘ rB 10 «*o>u’so <*.*>>« i>oad 
F \ 0 , i P , ’“f to ®oet. the person t°v. )nm they render honour, sinking tho ."</( i/iV.". o# 
author . pr ° 3entiQ S wator is a toko ? of hornago and regard, and one which tho 

ha ftoa h“ J Paid to him, especially in Howar, vh.:ro on.iy village me t him ; n tl.ia 


way. 


ation nn^ e u B<>1 ? eday to Present a few of the works of the great bard Chimd, wit h a divert* 
Ot.on ou the Bardais, and all the - sons of song.’ 

l lamfcled the Surya Trukas’ of 7, 500 .stanzas. 

H ir\? Vtswclri or Few rya~i$wura , 1 lord of verse, ' form tio.ii/ &, 1 poesy, 1 and i.mam, * lord. 
noHifL. f C A P i°r. of F^laco appears to have heeu the bards posf\ Pi.pe gives tho Ban .o 
to lug historic bards in ‘ the Tornple of Fame : f 

Full in tlio passage of .each spacious gate, 

The sage historians in white garments wait; 

Grav'd o’er the seats the form of Time was found, 

His scythe remov’d, and both bia pinions bound. 

r ) Tu ^he original, *’by tho byeesa,” cthe { twonty-two,* moaning the collective force of 
e twenty two soohahdars. or 5 satraps of the provinces, 

Capitation, tux. 
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the blood, with oil and vermilion, was sprinkled upon them. The t.ent3 were 
moved out. Hearing this, Rao Iudra produced the imperial patent, with 
the personal guarantee of Jey Sing of Amber. Abhye heeded not, and in¬ 
vested Nagore; but Indra left his honour and his. castle to the Fearless .,§ who 
bestowed it on Bnkhta his brother. Ho received the congratulations of 
Mewar, Jessulmer, Bikaner, and Amber, and returned to his capital amidst 
the rejoicings of his subjects. This was in S. 1781, ^ t 

•' In IS. 1782, ho was employed in restraining the.turbulent Bhomias on 
the western frontiers of his dominions; when the Sindils, the Deoras, the 
P>a ms, uhe Boras, the Balcchas, and the Sodas were compelled to servitude. 

“In S. 1783, a firman of summons arrived, calling the prince, to attend 
the presence at De hi. He put it to his head, assembled, all his chiefs, and on 
his passage to court made a tour of his dominions, examining his garrisions, 
redressing wrongs, and adjusting whatever was in disorder. At Purbutsir he 
was attacked by the small-pox : then nation called on llani\\ to shield 

him from evil. . , ~ 

“ In 1784, the prince reached Delhi. Khandowran, the chief noble of 
the empire, was deputed by £hc emperor to conduct him to the capital • and 
when ho reached the Presence, his majesty , called him close to his person, ex¬ 
claiming, * * welcome, Khooshbukhtfil llahraja Hajesicar it long since wc 
met; this Jay makes me happy; the splendour ot the Aum-khas is redoublco/ 
When ho took leave, the king sent to his quarters,at Abhyspcor, choice fruits- 
of the novfch, fragrant oils, and rose-water.'" - 

The prince of Maroo was placeJ at the head of all the nobility. About 
the end of S. 1784, Sirbullund Khan's rebellion broke out, which gave ample 
scope f r the valour of the Rahtores and materials for the bard, who thus 

circumstantially relates it: tl 

4 ‘ The troubles in • he Dekhan increased. The Shcthzada Jung(ih\\ iobeli- 
C( ! and forming an army of sixty thousand mm,attacked the provincial gover¬ 
nors of Malwa, Surat, Ahmcdpoor, slaying the king’s lieu^ouants, Ocerd- 
]jur Euhadoor, Ibrahim Kooli, Kooetum Alii, and the Mogul bhujait. 

“ Hearing thi- the king appointed Sirbullund Khan to quash the rebel¬ 
lion. He marched at the head of fifty thousand men, having a more of 
rupei; for their subsistence; but his advanced army of ten thousand men 
being defeated in the first encounter, he entered into terms with the rebels, 
agreed to a partition of the country.” 

* The poet calls ii l»y its classic appef ; ion, j Nagadoorya, the * castlo of the serpent/ 

+ For this festival, see Vol. 1. p. 417 

^ Jow*la-<n'j<'l;hi t the f mouth of flame,’ the cannon, vrhich v.>y thin ennsnorated bef ore 
at lion. They aro called avafaA*, or * incarnations of Jowala-mrokhi. the J na of Judia, at the 
ft 1 :/® of v. crater tho Hindu poet vory properly places the temple otJau 1i Rani, * the 
t. r.':ic * Kali-ma tho Hindu lTocate. 

5 AH t/e, the narno of the prh.ee, means ‘ fearless, 4 Wye, ' fern;, and privative prefix. 

write all thcde phrase; exactly as pronounced m the western dialect). 
<>';con :.ft.| t ,, sorhV nil la Mata is tho common name for the goddess who presides over this 
1 ' ir R'- ui'i. CatJoy. 

j . ()1 happ/ fortuuo.’ . n , c-n 

* ? <A«. tho pompous tilde of tho kings of Maroo; great Kjja lord of Rnjas. 

I '' In norm 0 ; 1 j ll Mohammedan histories of this poriedis it mentioned, that there was an 
porial prim* f( ,t, t i H . v 4 |, c fi r qt Mahratta irruption; probably ho was u more tool for 

the pnrpo^H of o-.hrr.j, ' 
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It was at this time the priuoe of Marwar b ggod the permission to retire 
to ais hereditary dominions. The bard's description of the court, and of the 
emprror’s distress on this occasion, though prolix, deserves insertion : 

‘‘ The king was seated on his throne, attened by the seventy-two grand 
Omras of the empire, when tidings reached him of the revolt of Sirbullund. 
There was the vizier Kumur-oo-din Khan, Itimad-oo-Douhm, Khandowran, 
commander-in-chief, (Meer Bukshee), Shumsam-oo-Boulah. the Ameer-ool- 
Omrah, Munsoor Alii, Roshan-oo-Doulah, Toora Baz Khan, the Lord Marcher 
(jSeem Ka Bukshee ); Roostum Jung, Afghan Khan, Khwaja Syed-oo-Din, 
commandant of artillery (Meer A tush): Saadut Khan/* grand chambcrlian 
(Daroya Khoivas), Boorhau-ool-Moolk, Abdool Summud Khan, Dulail Khan, 
Zuffiriah Khan, governor of Lahore, Dulail Khan, Meer Jumla, Khan- 
khanan; Zuffar Jung, Eradut Khan, Moorshid Kooli Khan, Jafiier Khan, 
A’iverdi Khan,f Mozuftur Khan, governor of Ajraeer. Such aud many 
inoro were assembled in the Presence. 

"It was read aloud that Sirbullund had reduced Guzerat, aud proclaim¬ 
ed his own ‘an; y that he had ground the Kolis to dust; that he had van¬ 
quished the Mandillas, the Jhalas, the Chaurasimas, the Bhagails and the 
Gohils, and had nearly exterminated the Balas; that Hallar had agreed to 
pay tribute, and that such was the fire of this Yavan, that the Bhomias of 
themselves abandoned their strongholds to seek sanctuary with him whom the 
‘seventeen thousand*:): now called sovereign ; that he had set himself up a 
king In Ahmedabad, and made a league with the * Southron/ 

“The emperor saw, that if this defection was not quelled, all the viceroys 
would declare themselves independent. Already had Jugureah Khan in the 
north, Saadut Khan in the east, and the ^Lleteh Nizam-ool-Moolk in tho 
south, shewn the blackness oi their d signs. The tup 1 ft (verve) of the empire 
had fled. 1 

" The beer a was placed on a golden salwr, which the Meer Tajuk boro iu 
liis extended arms, slowly passing in front of the nobles ranged in either side 
ol the throne, mighty men, at the sight of whose faces the rpsiic would trem • 
blc: but in vain he passed both lines ; no hand was stretched forth : some look- 
od away ; some trembled ; but none cast an eye upon the becra. 

“The ‘almighty monarch/ (Purmeswar Padshah), who could make the 
beggar an Omra of twelve thousand, and the noblu of twelve thousand a 
o^gjir, was without resource. * Who/ said one, ‘ would grasp the forked 
ig lining, let him engage Sirbullund !’ Another exclaimed, ‘who would 
seize the vessel, and plunge with her in tho whirlpool, he may contend with 
oil Du Iran a And a third, ‘whoever dare seize the forked tongue of the 
soipent, let him engage Sirbullund/ The king was troubled: ho gave a 
^ eer Tojuk to return the beer a to him. 

ihe Rahtore prince eaw the monarch’s distress, ..nd ns he was about tu> 
leave ilie aum-khas, he stretched forth his band, and placed tho bncra in his 
mban, as be said, “ be not cast down, on king oi the world; I will pluck 
cown this Sirbullund ;§ leafless shall be the boughs of his ambition, and his 

Afterwards Vizi or of bud?, a state founded and maintained by dftnaunnnato trouson 
T Nawab of Uengal, another traitor. 

ifa o ** * l nuuil) . er of wticB, towns, and villages, constituted the kingdom of Guaerat under 
its ancient sovereigns. ua c 

tho ' oM ‘ biEb ' MW8 ' ,at * 1 w,it0 tUoUttmo 
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x u’V) the forfeit of his arrogant exaltation (Boolund ).’ 

“ When Abhye Sing grasped the beera, the breasts of the mighty were 
ready to burst with the fullness of envy, even like the ripe pomegranate, as 
.king placed the grant of Guzerat into the hands ot tho Rahtore. The 
Shah’s heart was rejoiced, as ho said, 1 thus acted your ancestors in support 
of the throne; thus was quellod the revolt of Khoorra and Bheem in tho time 
of Jehangir * that ol the Dekhan settled ; and in like manner do I trust that 
bv you the honour and the throne of Mahomed Shah wiil be upheld. 

“ Rich gifts, including seven gems great of price, were bestowed upon 
the Rahtore t the treasury was unlocked and thirty-one lacks oi coin were 
assigned for the troops. The guns were taken from the arsenals, and with 
the patent of the vice royalties of Abmedabad and Ajmeer, in the month of 
Asar ( 1780 ), Abhye took leave of the king.”* . 

The political arrondis3ement of Marwar dates from this period ; for the 
rebellion of Sirbullund was the forerunner of the disintegration of the empire, 
Jf was in June A. D. 1730, that the prince of Marwar left tho court of Delhi. 
He had a double motive in proceeding direct to Ajmeer, of which province he 

viceroy * first, to take possession of his strong-hold (the key not only of 
Marwar but of every state in Rajpoot ana); and second, to consult with the 
pnr.ee of Amber on the affairs of that critical conjuncture. What was the 
cause of Joy Sing's presence at Ajmeer the ehronkje says not; but from 
circumstance elsewhere related, it may be conjectured that it was tor iho 
purpose of celebrating The rites of tho Pitviswavci (names of his ancestors) a, 
Pooshkur. Tb bard gives a most prolix account of the meeting, even to the 
puytur, ' or foot, cloth* spread for ‘ the kings of tho Hindu*” to Walk on, “who 
feasted together, i nd together plotted the destruction of the empire; Ixom 
which wo perceive that Kur><a, the bard, had a peep behind the curtain. 

Having installed his office 's in Ajmeer, Abhye Sing proceeded to Mairta, 
vhen lie was met by his brother, Bukht Sing on which occasion the great of 
^ a core was bestowed upon the latter. T'ho brothers continued their route to 
the capital, when all the ohoifs were dismissed to their homes with injunc¬ 
tion 0 to assemble their vassals for the ensuing campaign against Sirbullund. 
At th; appnii cod time, the leker ( feudal array ) of Marwar assembled under 
the walls of Jodpoor. The occasion is a delightful one to the bard, who revels 
in all ‘ tho pomp and circumstance of war:' from the initiatory ceremony, the 
movin'* out the tents- to the consecration of tho i mighty tubes ( boJ-wa-nal t ) 
the i volcanos of the field/ or> as he terms them, the‘crocodilemouths ( viugur - 
•mooVbjw) 'emblems of Yama, ? which were sprinkled abundantly with the 
blood of goats slain under their muzzles. He describes each clan as it arrives, 

their steeds, and caparisons. . . ,. ^ . L , 

In toad however, of proceeding direct to the main object of the war, 
Abhye Sing took advantage of the immense army thus placed under h* 
command, as viceroy of Guzerat, to wreak his own vengeance upon Ins 
neighbm, , the gallant prince of Sirohi, who trusting to bis native length, 
i i \ h 1 * involved his independence. Ihisresulu- 

n ul o | mrned ’ i rv compromise \^bicn mvo - t . . , 

tioa hi m unrainil by his natural position, strengthened by alliances with the 
aboriginal r ,*r 8 wh o hemmed Lis little state on all sides, excepting that tow- 

ards Marwar 
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fhese M emCL& ) the mountaineers of the Aravalli, had given offence tv> 
Abhye Sing , for while the prince, between his arrival at Jodpoor and (he 
assemblage of the k her, gave himself up to indolence and opium, they curri d 
off the whole cattle of the train to the mountains. ' nen this was veporud 
to bhye Sing, he coolly said, “Lot them go, they knew we were short of 
forage, and hav« only taken them to their own pastures in the mor.ntaii;M v 
Strange to say, they did return them, and in excellent condition, as soon as lie 
preparod to march. When he heard of this, he observed, <l Did I not tell you 
these Meenas were faithful subjects V\ 

The order to march was now given, when the bard enumerates the names 
apt] •strength of the different Rajpoot princes, whoso contingents formed tins 
array, in whioh there were only two Mohammedan leaders of distim lion : 

“ The Haras of Kotah and Boondi ; the Keeohies of Gagrown : the Oores of 
Seopoor; the Cuchwahas of Amber, and [even], the Sodas of the desert, 
under their respective princes or chiefs, were under the command of the 
Marwar p ince. His native retainers, the united clans of Marwur, formed iho 
right wi- g of the whole army, headed by his brother Bukhtu. 

“ On the 10th Cheit ( Sood ) S. 17$0, Abhye marched from Jodnoor, by 
Bhadrajoon and Malgurh, Bewanoh and Jhalore. Rowarro was assaulted : t he 
swords of the enemy showered, and the Champawut foil amidst* hcaj shun 
The Deoras abandoned the hill and fi d, Th. trees were levelled t«* ih** 
summit ; a garrison was posted, and the array moved on to Posad 10 . TJivu, 
Aboosl.ook with affright, Affliction seized Sirohi ; its prince was in despair 
when L. heard Rowarro and Possalio were destroyed.* The Chohan pro loir- 
ed decking his daughter in the bridal vestments, (.<» arri ving his army to 
oppose Abhemal*” 

Rao Nararin Das, through the intervention of n ft a] p not vhufVun, 
named Myaram, of the Chaora tribe, made overt \n . * to the Rah* ore. nr 
posing his niece (daughter of Maun Sing his pred « ssor) in iflarmg* ‘In 
the midst of strife, 4 the coco-nutwith eight choice steeds and the price oi 
four elephants, were sent and accepted. The drum of baftl tensed, the 
nuptials were solemnized, and in the tenth month Ram Siidg was born at 
Jodpoor,’’ The bard, however, lets us into the secret, and allows tlml the 
Rajpoots had ‘ secret nriicles,’ ns well as the m re polished diplgm'wy <T 
Europe: for besides the i dir Ghohtttii, the Rao consented to pay I'eah ov/.'- 
hnni ?, a * concealed tribute.’ 

The Deora chiefs uyit'idjiheir c*.mting-nts to the ro\al army, for tlie 
subjugation of Sirbullund, and the march recommenced by Palhai 
8idp or, on the Barasvati Iloro they had d, and ‘dm qi voy wo dispatch. I to 
Sirbullund, summoning him to surrender \ u' imperial equipments. cant 


Both those places are fameus in tho Me *v is90> 

Author, who tv As intrusted with political affairs, miu, 
nnnoi',... 8C(»ndunt ot Itao Narrain Daa, the author knew th 
diBcimiiiftte the claims which .Toilnew asserted over 1 
!8 ’ 8 ^'t, between the claim; o£ tho prince of M 

iuzerat. In these nogneiutions whoivin .Torloeor awiui 
over Sirohi, which as stoutly demod the right, ho clearly dist 
A ,j onpoor, in thoir capa^itioo of viceroys Of tho empire. C) 

•irohi ni that character gum anteed n *nc to . hem, in their iiuh .idu;* 
Wawar a distinction which thoy tiff'.cted not to comm bond. hut wl c 
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jmd stores; to account for the revenues, and to withdraw his garrisons? 
from Ahmcdabad and all the strong-holds of the province. ’ Tho reply tyas 
laconic and dignified ; *' that he himself was king, and his head was with 
Ahmcdabad,” . . 

A grand council of war was convened in the Rajpoot camp, which is- 
described con amove by the bard. The overture and its reception were com¬ 
municated, and the debates and speeches which ensued thereon, as to the 
future course of proceeding, are detailed. The bard is, however, satisfied 
with recording the speeches of 4 the chiefs of the eight grades of Maroo/ 

H First spoke the chief o4 the children of Champa, Kooaul^ son of Hui> 
nal of Ahwn, whoso seat is on the right of the throne. Then Kunneram of 
A 3 opo, leader of the Koompawuts, whose place is on the kft * Met us, like 
the Rilkila,* dive into the waters of battle/ He was followed by Kesuri,, 
the TJairtca Sinnor;—then by the veteran who led the Oodawuts: old and brave* 
many a battle had he seen. Then the chief of Ishanwa r who led the clan of 
•Toda, protested he would be the first to claim the immortal garland from tho 
hand of the Apsaras/f* 'Ictus stain our garments with saffron, and our 
fauces with crimson, and play at ball with this Sirbullund/} Futteh the 
Jaitawut and Kurnavat Abhi-mal, re-echoed his words. All shouted 
* battle •’ 1 battle P while some put on the coloured garments, determined to- 
conquer B hanloca. Kurna, the Champawut, said aloud ' with sparkling cup 
tbo Apsaras will servo us in the mansion of the sun.§ Every clan, every 
cl i f, and every bard, re-echoed ' battle V , 

“ Then Bukhta stood up to claim the onset, to* lead the van m battle 
against Subullund, while his brother and prince should await the result in 
Listen’s. Ajar of saffron-water was placed before the prince,, with which 
ho spvb.klca each chief, who shouted, 'they would p* opfe Umyapoor.ji 

The bard then describes the steeds of the Rajpoot chivalry, in which the 
Ber.rnrathalli of tho Dekhan takes* precedence; he is foil wed by the houses of 
That and Rurduiro in Marwar, and the Kattiawar cf Snurashtra. 

SirbnllumPs pfan 3 of defence are minutely detailed. At each gate he 
posted two thousand men and five guns, " manned by Europeans/ 7 of whom- 
be had a body of musketeers round Ins person. The cannonade had been 
V- nt. up three days on both sides, in which the son of Sirbullund was killed 


# The kUkilx i« the bird we call the kingfisher, 
t Tin* raaMs of war, the VaVarris of Kajpoofc mythology. 


J Another jen-dc-.nots onthe wvtne Sirbullund, with whose head (sir) the Joda chief pro* 
p :ua to play at ball. . 

§ Tho young chieTtaia of Sftlooidbra, tho first of the noble3 ofMewar, was sitting with 
me ittont ively listening as f was translating the wa? against Sirbullund, read by n y old 
futoe Li is family possess an horeditary Pxorsion to the cup, which is under solemn pro- 
dbiii.m f’om -ome cmne which- I forget, and so far did l,ia 



of his hoMu f : om ;sr ,a * h rf !but ,w 

third wn ! Ja 1. t “ progen/ to inherit - a mautle. Tina young chiof i« yH (A.tf. 18S«* 
t •o.jtv '.w.,, n ,1 ..von.isos lobo letter prvpftna. 

II' «‘*y of immortftlity * 
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Figth, B'llchta led the storm, when all the Ms and tiwuts performed 
prodigies of valour, Tnc Campawut Koosul was the first to be carried to iho 
immortal abode f* but though “ the sun stood still to see the deeds of he 
son el. liuniat,” we cannot particularise the bard’s catalogue oi heroes 
transferred to Suraleca* on thisxiav, when the best blood of Rajpootana was shed 
•on the walls of Ahmedabad. Both the princely brothers had their share in 
•the play off swords, v and each slew more than one leader of note. TJmra who 
•had so often defended Ajmoer, slew live chiefs of the grades of two and tbroo 
thousand horse. 


Right ghurries of the day remained, when Sirbtdhmd fled] l>ufcUlar,y 
tlio leader of his vanguard, made a desperate resistance, until he fell by the 
&and of Bukhfe Sing. The drum of victory sounded. Tho Nawab left hia 
v,ani in the RincooncL f The ‘ would-be-king* was wounded; his elephant 
shewed the speed of iho deer. Four thousand four hundred and ninety three 
were slain, of whom one hundred were Pallci NusAcchs, eight HtUi JfusL'cns ' r 
and three hundred entitled to the Tazeom on entering the°Diwan Aum.§ 

*' One hundread nnd twenty chieftains of note, with five hundred hor 3 ? T 
were slain with Abhye Sing, and sven hundred wounded. 

fhe next morning, Sirbulluncl surrendered with all his effect?. Ho was 
♦escorted towards Agra, his wounded Moguls dying at every stage; but the soul 
of tho ‘ Fearless’ was sad at the lors of his kin. j Abhi-Mal° ruled over tlio 
seventeen thousand towus of Guzerai, and the nine thousand of Murwar 
besides one thousand elsewhere. The princes of Mur, of Bhooj, o? Parkur 
of Sinde, and of Sirohi, the Chalouk Ran of Futtehpoor, Jhoojooiwo Jcssuhner 
Nftgoro,. Dongorpoor, Dhanswarra, Ltoawarra, Hulwod, every moiling bowed’ 
the head lo Abhi-Mal b 

,-g' Pn’, 1 ' 1 * 1 ’ 6 enlightened halt'of the moan, onb he victorious icnthU ( SL 
i ‘ /' A -y- 1731 ). day on which Ramachundra captured Lanka the war 
against Sirbullund, an Omm (lord ) of twelve thousaud, was concluded.”** 
Having left a garrison of seventeen thousand men for the duties of tho 
capital and province, Abhyo. Sing returned to J'odpo.r with the spoil 
-ruzerat, and thero he deposited four crores of rupees, and one thousand four 
ii u mi red guns (fall calibres besides military stores of every cleserij.uou. With 
c [' declining state ot the empire, the desert king strengthened 

w torts and garrisons, and determined, in tho gcueral scramble for dimi 
iuou, not to neglect his own interest;:. 


, as VfQ nao ihs worj water, 15 


* Itio abode of heroes, Valhalla of the Rajpoot mythology 
*hr in lACOon ’ lj is . t,l ° ‘ fouutnin of battle/ and p.ini lg applied, u 
tho temper or spirit of a sWord* a play on words. 

t f A ® ,1 tit»ed io l ido in palkis und on elapliaoln. 
wo sebiw ““a 11 sfc o! u:>mes ' s givou, which would-nly fatigue tlioraa.br bat smangdt 

5 *£ ?“" n,ftr ono - Khr . Asij Vj, Nolakb the K.W i hmau 1 ° 11 

nf f-l L 10 . ^unoiemkea with the mooil of praise ea-h v.u*ul win full, whether Bahtore-or 
rhirnns 0a , 1 f8 ea ^ of tho otkor iJnuLLpaliti^i sorvha^ under the prince of .Marwa-. n, u 
uud i,UD ^n-uu of PMly, to Kin- of Shvlr;, iJonlhau of 


Kalifttt. The Koompawutg lost alio aoveral leadet-3 of clan > ug Nuriii'.* »3 .ci-trut 

14 ' '.. hs loader. *x t HofcmukGomto, W 

. KoOiulS&ntf. a»‘l hoU v ,df 0ll of liar« 


u;* . '***'"“’ ivoump.iv,uta iosd aiiJ several 

o> * Uain^. son of Dooiyau. The ^oilu. tribe lost tlirt c 
fhe bravo Maii t.eu-j also tiiivo: Uhoui Siu^. K 


f\ , i * ' 1 wVv« 1 H| 1 . . . . ...... _ - w « 4 k V# m % w , f 1 r v u , m % j _ # 

Ralodiul chiofUiDs, the Ja lo ua, tho Sonl^unaa, tho Dhoa iulu, c.ud SL-hviochlos,-had many 
avo “ carrio l to Blianaitis.^.*,'’ and oveu bardi and puroiiUa 'weroaiuon-^t th i Khii i 
*■ Vifyukissmri 1 ** 

yViih thij buttlo tho Roj Ko^accf, and Surya. iVaA.ii Uriuiuuto. 







CHAPTER XI, 

jifiJit it jealousies of the brothers.' —/ 1 J .fn/a Si ■ : tlremls I hi mddary fame o } 
Rnkhta. — Ills policy.-r-PrompUd by th intro, h urna y who deserts Jodpoo 
for Nagore .—S chanc la>d L 1 ^ulchtii to* thwart his lrotner % Attack of 
Ihlco.'(<:<. <• bv Alhyj Stop.—Singular conduct of l is civ* gs, who afford 
r'fpj :(\> to the beseic/°J.—BakhicCs scheme to embroil the Amher Prince 
bn th zi — //'.• 01 erturs and advice to atfuR Jodi P w the absence 
(f his brother. — Jey Sing oj Amber. — II is reception ot th* advice, which 
n disco Scd and rejected in a full council 0} the nolle* of A ruber — The 
t.mvy of Rukhta oblcdir" on audience of the Prince vj A •• hr, rJheiits 
. Id- object. —His insult iifg letter t>- Raja AJbhyc S mg .— Th: hit* . <>: > nic 
rrply % — J C !J tii'Vj calls cut the Khcr, ■ fc nlal n rn 7 < • .n ' —' 1 damn 

foreign allws.-^One hundred thousand men mush 1 and r ; of his 
capital- — March to the Mar war frontiers. — Abhye Slug raises the edge of 
Ri/miem .—RnkhtaA strange conduct. —S wears hi- V< caiu- -Marche* with 
ids personal retainers only to combat the host of Amber.—Rattle of 
Gan jar la.—Desperate onset of Rukhta Sing .—Destruction of Jus band. 

With s'rfy men charges the Amhrr Prince, who avoids him. Eulogy, of 
Ru'-lda by the Amber bc/rcfo —Kurml the bard prevents a third charge— 
Rn\. 1 ,ia\ distress *U the lass ofh ts men .— The liana mediates a peace 
Pyukhta loses h ; s tutelary divinity.—Restored by the Am^er Prince .— 

J) nth cf Ab%t h ')> >—Anecdotes illustrating hie character. 

The tranquility whmh for . 1 hil follow- d the campaign in Gu.mrat 
va.' of no lomr duration. The love of cam and op'u tn, which increased with 
.'he years of Abhye Sing, was disturbed by a perpetual jtyiprt hmsinn of the 
a luvo courage and military genius of hi* brother, whoso appanage of Nagure 
was u-'» iv :! I’ir.cL a to Id for his talents and mibiilon. Bukhta was also 
vv\:* i f that. .be cl nn.; n iturc, which obtained him ih* suffrages, as i(: would 
t.ho swords, d* Lis turbulent anti easily excited countrymen, rendered him an 
< i.jVt )| Hi- i u.:i , and that without great circumspection he would be unable 
bo ii'? mini n I ifnseif in ids hnpcriuin in rut per io the eastlo and three hum 
ijf. d .'H i sixty townships of Nagore. Ho was too discreet to support himself 
by foreign aid. or by fomenting domestic strif ; but with the aid of tho bard 
J 10 adopted a line ■ f policy, the relation ot which will dcvelope now traits in 
tfixo Uujponf character, ;.,nd exemplify 1 s p ; uliarnios. Kurmy after finishing 
ids historical chronicle, concluding with the war against RirbulJund, aban¬ 
doned the gate of Jodpoor, for that of Nagorm” i .ike all his tribs, tlo 
bind was v, adopt, in intrigue, and hi s* red character for carried (ho secret 
ot ding it. His advi 1 - 1 . was ro embroil their common sox< reign 
wbh thr } 1 L-. r.f Amber, and as opportunity was not long mind* - 

r, l( ■ i.ruioeof Bilmnc r, a junior hut independent branch >f Marwar 
• ul '• • 1 •:i•' •!,., y it Hominal suzerain Abhoy King, \vho, faking advantage of 
fc c Aviwkn-of their common Ucge 1- 1 he omporor, dctyrminod lo resent 

ed'Vouf^ttsid f'.;eordiugly invc r dcd lb' ,oeor, which had sustained a seize 
4 { J i°' nC! wnrUp. )^en Bukhta detorhuned to make its release subserve bid 
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£ ilS ; nor could he have chosen a better expedient. Although the prince 
ot Marwar had led his united vassalage against Bikaneer, they were not on!) 
lukewarm as to the success of their own arms, but, anomalous as it must 
appear in the annals even of feudal warfare, they furnished the beshgcd with 
the means of defence, who, but for the supplies of opium, salt, and ammu ¬ 
nition, would soon have been compelled to surrender. We can account for 
this: Bikaneer was of their own kin, a branch of the great tree of which 
Seoji was the root, and to which they could cling in emergency; in short, 
Bikaneer balanced the power between themselves and their head. 

The scheme being approved, its execution and mode of development to 
Joy Sing were next canvassed. u Touch his pride, : ” said Kurna . v ‘ tell him 
the insult to Amber, which your ancestor invested, has never been balanced, 
and that he wid never find a time like tho present to fling a few short at 
Jodpoor.” 

Bukhta addressed a letter to Jey Sing, and at the same time sent ins¬ 
tructions to tho envoy of Bikaneer at his court How to act. 
c prince of Amber, towards the close of his career, became partial 

c thegvup but, aware of the follies it involved him in, an edict prohibited all 
official intercourse with him while he was under its influence. Tho direct, 
overture of Bukhta was canvassed, and all interference between the kindred 
belligerents was rejecting in a full council of the chiefs of Amber. But the 
envoy had a friend in the famous Vidyudhur,* the chief civil minister of the 
ot ate, through whose Incans he obtained permission to make i a verbal report 
standing/ . Bikaneer A he said, “ was in peril, and without his aid must fall,* 
aud that his master did not consider the sovereign of Marwar, but of Amber' 
as his suzerain. 1 Vanity and wine did tho resn The prince took up tho 
pen and wrote to Abhye Sing, t: That they all formed one great family ; to 
forgive Bikaneer and raise his batteries and as he took another cup, and 
curled his moustache, he gave the letter to be folded. “ Maharajah,” said 
the envoy, “ put in two more words: "or, my n 
were added. The overjoyed envoy retired, and in 

was on transit to its destination by the swiftest came) of the desert, 
had - • a * - - — - - -- 


They 

letter 

j.rool\ 


• v.. uicuaiu tu jus uesuinauon oy me swiitesu came) ot me acserc. nearooi) 
bad the envoy retired,, when the chief of Bhansko, the Mentor of Joy Sing, 
onl. :ed, ^ He was told of the It ter, which ‘would vex his Saor/a.”f Tho 
' d chief remonstrated . he said, “ unless you intend to extinguish the Ouch* 
waiias, recall this letter.” Messenger after messenger was *ent, but the envoy 
viiev.' Ins duty. At the dinner hour, all tho chiefs had assembled at the 
[Wuora) banqu©t-hall, when the spokesman of the vassalage, old Deep Bing, 
and° - ™ ^ ie 00mmil uication of his sovereign, told him he had done a ! 


open 

me, 


u wan ion act, and that they must all suffer for his imprudence 
1 he reply, a laconic defiance, svas brought baok wiih like co. 
cued and read by Jey Sing to his chiefs: “ By what right do 


_ _ right 

or interfere between me aud my semnts? If your »..rnio is ‘ il 
V ictory* (Joy Sinnr), mine is ‘ iho Lion without Fear (Abhye Sir.,-) 


fiority; it ivoa 
you dicate of 
‘ the Lion to 


V 


of il 


Vidyadhur Wag a Brnhtniu of Bei> ,• A, a scholar ahfl n,rnl c '^ ^uonOe. ^ ,l o plan 
.? r . u ! ty Amber, uatnocl Jcypoor, wan les • a rity as reg l| l u Uanrsfadii. 11 <, y^.q aria, 
tho jomt compiler of tjae oelobratecl eraaoal'^ical tables M , hii3b ttpp e ^ r !n tho fL’p Volume of 
thifl work. 


I Scujga is a term denoting a connexion marriage. 
r t I write tho uamss as pronounced, and as familiar 
• m Sanscrit, is victory, 4t/\v b ‘ fearless,* 


to tbc roadeya of Indian hitnoiy. 
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The ancient chief, Deep Sing, said : “ I told you how it would be ; T>ut 
there is no retreat, and our business is to collect our friends. The hher , or 
* lovy in masse,' was proclaimed f Every Ouchwaha was commanded to re¬ 
pair to th great standard planted outside the capital, ihc homo-clans came 
pouring in, and aid was obtained from t ho Haras of Boondi, tho Jadoons of 
Kerowii, the Seesodias of Shahpoora, the Kheechies, ana the Jats, until one 
hundred thousand men were formed beneath the castle or Amber, Inis 
formidable array proceeded, march; after march, until they reached ^ang- 
wani, a village ou tho frontier of Marwar. Here they encamped, and, with* 
ii!.l due courtesy, awaited tha arrival of tho ‘ fearless Lion. 

They were not long in suspense. Mortally offended at such wanton in¬ 
terference, which compelled him to relinquish his object on tile very eve of a' - 
;ain moot, Alb ye Sing raised his batteries from besieging Bikancer and rapid¬ 
ly advanced to tho encounter. 

Bakhta now took alarm. He had not calculated f>hc length to which his 
intrigues would involve his country ; he had sought but to embroil the border 
r iiices, bun had kindled a national warfare. Still his Lars were less for tho 
discovery of his plot, than for the honour of Marwar, about to bo assailed by 
cuoh odd* He repaired to his brother and liege lord^ and imiDlorcd him not 
to raise the siege; declaring that he alone, with the vassals of Nagore, would 
receive the Buolea’s* battle, an I, by God’s blessing: would give a good 
account of him. Abliye Sing, not averse to see his brother punished for his 
conduct, .hough determined to leave him to the brunt of tho cattle, rejected 
-vith acorn the intriguing proposition. 

The " sounded the assembly for the chivalry of Nagorc. Bukhta 

took post, on the balcony over the Delhi gate, with two brazen vessels; j-n tho 
one was an infusion of opium, in tho other saffron-water. To each Rajpoot 
a;; he entered ho presented opium, and made the impress of his right hand 
ou his heart with the saffron-water. Having in this manner enrolled eight 
•thousand Rajpoots, sworn to din with him, hr. determined to seLcb the most 
v«nlu>, and marching to the edge of an extensive field of luxuriant Indian 
c . i Uij r,'), -he halted his band, and thus addressed them: "Let none follow 
mo who is not prepared for victory or death: if there be any amongst you 
who desire to return, let them do so in Gous name. As he spoke, ho re¬ 
am v<l tbo unroll through tho luxuriant fields, that i_t might not bo seen who 
jrctir d, More than five thousand remained, and with these he moved on to 
the combat. 

Tho Amber prince awaited them at Gunghani: soon as the hostile lines 
approached, Bukhta gave the word, and, in one dense mass, his gallant 
lugion charged with lance and sword the deepened lines of Amber, carrying 
destruction at every pass. He passed through and though this host; but 
when he 1 pulled up iu tho rear, only sixty of his band remained round his 
person. 4fc this moment, the chief of Gujaiugpoora, heard of all his vassals, 
ho. .Vi was a jungle in the rear: “ aud what is there in front” said the 
mu ml Rah tore ‘"that wo should not try the road we came?’ ar.d as he 
•espied i h 0 »anchranga , or five coloured flag, which denoted ihe head quarter 
of Awljor, the word again was given. 


The cautious Khoombanif advised hia 


4 Ue-otac ilia loiw i* hero applied rtjproa-kfully fcy Joy uu aucouufc <jt 
fk- elftn oftbvBU: Ac chief. 
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j r -- 1 to avoid the charge : with some difficulty he was made to leave the 
field, as a salve to his honour, by flank movement towards Tvumiarlah north; 
'hat it might not be said he turned his back on his foe. As he retreated he 
exclaimed, u seventeen* battles have I witnessed, But till this day never one 
decided by the sword/' Thus, after a life of success; the wisest or at least 
the most learned and most powerful prince of Rajwarra, incurred the disgrace' 
of leaving the field in the face of a handful of men, strengthening the adage* 
* that one Rahtore equalled ten Cuchwahas.” 

Jey Sing's own bards could not refrain from awarding the- meed of 
yalour to their foes, and composed the following stanzas on the occasion : “ Is 
it the battle cry of Cali, or. the war-shout of Hanowanta, or the hissing of 
Schesnag, or the denunciation of Aapiliswar ? Is it the incarnation of rfm** 
sing, or the darting beam of Surya? or the death glance of the Dakini ?* or 
mat from the central orb of Trinetra Who could *uppovfc the flames from 
this volcano of steel, when Bukhta’s sword became the sickle of Time ?” 

Rut for kuma the bard, One of the few remaining about his person, Buki - 
ta would a third time have plunged into the ranks of the foe ; nor was it i-fif 
the host of Amber had. left the fields, that he was aware of the extent of his 
£ 0SS *t a I non ! strange inconsistency, the man, who but a few minutes belore 
had aiironted death in every shape, when he beheld the paucity of survivors 
sat down and wept like an infant. S till it way more tbo weakness of ambi • 
tion than humanity, for, never .imagining that his brother would fail to sun- 
port him, he thought destruction had overtaken Marwar ; nor was it until 
his brother joined and assure him he had left him all the Lonour of the day 
that he recovered his port. Then *• he curled his whiakc.s, and swore an oatk 
that he would yet drag the^Ehuggnt 4 from Jus castle of Amber ” 

Jcy Smg though he paid dear for his message, gained his point, the 
reliet ot Blkancer; and the Rana ot Oodipoor mediated to- prevent i be quarrel 
going further, which was the less difficult since both parties had gained 
their ends, though Jey Sing obtained his by the loss of a battle. 

It is related that the tutelary deity of Bukht Sing fell into the hau ls of 
the Amber prince, who carried home the sole trophy he could boast, married 
the Rahtore deity tor a female divinity of Amber, and returned him with his 
compliments to Bukhta. Such were the courteous usages of llaipoot 
.ivalij. The triple alliance of the chief Rajpoot princes followed this 
battle, cemented by the nnien of the rival houses to daughters of Mewav 
4 here they met, attended by tneir vassalage, and, in the nuptial festivities 
aiut the cup, forgot this bitter strife, while enmity and even nation i] 
Sr ’vanished by general courtesy. Such is the Rajpoot, who can b 
j Uged altc-r noknown standard : he stands alone in the moral history of man.4 
lc .^ 1S , coospicuons act of Abhy Sing’s life on record. He died ir, 
r • “ (A. D. 1750), at Jodpoor. His courage, which may be termed 

eroeiou9, was tempered only by his excessive indolence, regarding which 
ey have preserved many amusing anecdotes; one of these will dispaly the 


T h i° ’, Vlteh of Inflia is termed Dakini. 

I ‘ 6 god of destruction, zho 4 throo-evod/ 

- ' ' gh tho ba,(1 doc * not l, wt0. tt is to bo supposed, that the main body came un and 

this movement. K 

rJartliP'Y * 1 ']! 01 ? 1 ' pi T ^ Rajpoot history, in the rmnnls of Marwar, is confirmed by over-. 
f the ‘ hundred and nine acts” of the Croat Joy Hag yt Amber. Tho L <U •« 
jo.tfce to Kaktore valour. 






annai.s ok map.war. 

exact character of the man. The chronicle says ; “ When A jit wont to marry 
the Chohani, he found two lions in his path—the one asleep, the other awake 
The interpretation of the soogxni (augur was, that the Chohani would 
bear him two sons; that one would be a sooti khan (sluggard), the other an 
active soldier. (( C'ould the augur have revealed that they would imbrue the 
hands in a father's blood, he might have averted the ruin oi his country, 
which dates from this black deed. 

Tho Rahtores profess a great contempt for the Cuchwahas as Soldiers ; 
.ml Abhye Sing’s was not leaned for their prince, be cause he happened to 
be father-in-law to tho prince of Amber, whom he used to mortify, even in the 
“ Prtdcvn;with such sarcasm as, “ You are called a Ouchwa, or properly 
Cusiva, from the Cnsa ; and your sword will cut as deep as one of its blades: ’ 
alluding to the grass thus called. Irritated, yet fearing to reply, he formed 
a plan to humble his arrogance in bis only vulnerable point, the depreciation 
of his personal strength. While it was the boast of Jey Sing to miugle the 
exact sciences of Europe with the more ancient of India, Abhye's ambition 
wa;; 10 be deemed tho first swordsman of Rajw t arra. The scientific prince of 
Amber gave hu cue to Kriparam, the payraaater-gcnral, a favourite with the. 
king, from Ids skill at chess, and who had often the honour of playing with him 
while all the nobles were standing. Kriparam praised the Ruktore prince’s 
dexterity in smiting off a buffalo's head ; on which the king called out 
“ Rajeswar, I have heard much of your skill with the sword —“ Yes Hu/rit, 

I can use ir ori an occasion. “ A huge animal was brought in to the area, fed in 
tke luxuriant pastures of Reriana. The court crowded out to sec the Raptoie 
exhibit ; hi it when he beheld the enormous bulk, he turned to the king and 
begged permission to retire to his post, the imperial guard-room, to refresh 
himsoid Taking a double dose of opium, he returned, his eyes glaring with 
rage at the trick played upon him, and as he approached the buffalo they 
foil upon Jey Sing who had procured this monster with a view to foil him. 
The Amber chief saw that mischief was brewing, and whispered hie majesty 
vjt to approach too near bis son-in-law. Grasping his sword in both 
handy, Abhve gave the blow with such force that the buffalo’s head “dropped 
upon ids lames,” and the raja was thrown upon his back. All was well bug 
as tho chronicle says.. u the king never asked the raja to decollate another 
buffi to,” 

It was during the reign of Abhye Sing, that Nadir Shah invaded 
India; h ii the summons to the Rajpoot princes, to put forth their strength in 
.support of I he tottering throne of Timoor, was received wffh indifference. 
Not a chief of note kxl hi- myrmidons to tho plains of Kurnal; and Delhi was 
invested, plundred : and its monarch dethroned, without exciting asipk. Such 
wa- their np ithy in the cause when the imbecility of Mahommod Shah 
Auccvded to tho inherit a nee of Arungzeb. that with their own hands those 
puppets of despotism sapped the foundations of the empire, 

buf,! (unatoly for Rajpootaua, the demoralization of her prince 
prevented their turning to advantage this depression of the empire, in which 
follies and crimes they parfcicipfcjted, 

iiih the fou11 and monstrous murder oi the Raja Aju A. D. l/oO), 
commmujNl bloody soenos which disgrace the annals of Marw&r: yet 

even in the history ol her crimes tin *o arc acts of redeeming virtue, which 
raise a floutim „t of i egret that tho lustre of the one shoul 1 be tarnished' by 
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fwt 61106 - 0 * °^ er< The y serve, however, to illustrate that gref*l moral 

* fU • i ln every stage of civilization, crime wi]l work out it: own 
punishment; and griveously has the parricidal murder, of Ajit been visited on 
ms race and country. We shall see it acting as a blight on that 
magnificent tree, which, transplanted from the native soil of *the Canges, 
took root and flourished amidst arid stand of the desert, affording a goodly 
shade for a daring race, who acquired fresh victories with poverty—we shall 
sec its luxuriace checked, and its numerous and widely-spread branches, as 
it scorched by the lightnings of heaven, wither and decay; and they must 
utterly perish, unless a scion, from the uncontaminated stem of Edur, s bo 
gia ted upon it: then it may revive, and be yet made to yield more vigorous 


The Ileir of Edur is hoij presumptive to the aadi of Marwar, 
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R,,m Siiig sueeeedr —His impetuosity of temper. Htt wide, Bukhta Sing, 
absents himself from the rite of inauguration. Sends las nurse as proxy 
—Construed by Ram Sing as an insult.—He resents it, and resumes the 
fief of Jhalore.—Confidant of Ram Xing.-The latter results the chief of 
) he Champavmts, who withdraws from the court —His interview with the 
chief bard—Joins BuUta Sing.-The chief bard gives hs suffrage to 
BvV.hta.—Civil war.—Battle of Mairta.—Ram^ Sing defeated.—Bubht 
Sing assumes the sovereignity.—The B agri chieftain girds him with the 
sword.—Fidelity of the purohit to the ex-prince, Ram Sing.—He proceeds 
to the Bekhan to obtain aid (f the Wlahrattas.—poetical correspondence, 
between Raja Bukhta and the Purohit. — Qualities, mental and personal 
,-f Bukhta.—The Malirattas threaten M aruar.—All the clans unite round 

Bukhta. _He advances to give battle.—Refused by the llahratlas.— Tie 

takes post at the pass of Ajmeer.—Poisoned by the queen of Amber.— 
Bakhta’s character.—Reflect ions on the Rajpoot character.-Contrasted 
with that of the European nobles in the dark ages.—Judgmrnt of the hard 
on crimes.— Improvised stanza on the princes of Jodpoor and Amber.— 
Anatheim of the Sati, wife of Ajit.—jtsfutfilment.-Opimons of the Rag- 
]xioot of such inspirations. 

"Ram Sing succeded at that dangerous age, when parental contro ! is 
most required to restrain the turbulence of passion. Exactly twenty years 
had elapsed since the nuptials at $iroh», ^Een Hymen extinguished the 
torch of discord, and his mother was the bearer of the olive branch to Abhye 
Sip or t, - a o her house from destruction. The Rajpoot, who attaches every 
thing to pedigree, has a right to lay an interdict on the union of the race of 
/ • with the already too fiery blood of fhe Rahtore. Ham Smg inherited 
the arrogance of his father, with all the impetuosity of the Chohans; 
an . 1 the exhibition of theso qualities was simultaneous with his coronation. 
We arc not told why his uncle, Bukht Sing, absented himself from the 
ceremony of his jjrince’e and nephew’s installation, when the whole kin and 
clans of JMaroo assembled to ratify their allegiance by their presence. As the 
first in blood and rank, it was his duty to make the first mark of inauguration 
on the foiehead of his prince. The pro:,y ho chose on the occasion was his 
(l/u'i; or * nurse/ a persofiage of no small importance in those countries. 
Whether br such a representative the haughty warrior meant to insinuate 
that hi° nephew should yet be in leading strings, the chronicle afiurds us no 
hint' but it reprehends Ram Sing's conduct to this venerable personage, wboin 

instead of seating, aocording to usage, with the same respect as his mother 

a* aakcu'-' if un de took him for an ape. that he sent an old hag to present 
tnnu with the ieekai” and instantly dispatched an express desiring the surron- 


* Tbc Drop, Siif.hi in tbc CUohuuB, ©&• 

»K* n ¥ *'*♦, jVoh X. 


0 1 tbr ro\M JfmcW*#, * 


rn e* 




MIN IST/fy. 



ANNALS OF MAUWAlV 



der of Jhftlore. Ere his passion had time to cool, he commanded his tents to 
be moved out, that he might chastise the insult to his dignity, v Despising the 
sober wisdom of the councilors of :hc state, he had given his confidence to 
one of the lowest grade of these hereditary officers, by name Umiah, the 
nakdrchi* a man headstrong like himself. The old chief of the Champawuts, 
on hearing of this act of madness, repaired to the castle to remonstrate; but 
scarcely had he taken his seat before the prince assailed him with ridicule, 
desiring “ to see his frightful face as seldom as possible/' <f Young man/’ 
exclaimed the indignant chief, as with violence he dashed his shield reversed 
upon the carpet, “you have given mortal offence to a Rahtore, who can turn 
Marwar upside down as easily as that shield/' With eyes darting defiance, 
he arose and left the Presence, and collecting his retainers, marched to 
Moondhiavar. Thi? was the residence of the Pcit-Bardai or ‘ chief bard/ the 
lineal descendant of the B arud Roera, who left Canouj with Seoji. The 
e9 k^ e i n * n his sacred office was held may be appreciated by his estate, 

which equalled that of tho first noble, being one lack of rupees, (£10,000) 
of reveuue. 1 ' 


I he politic Bukhta, hearing of tho advance of the ohief noble of Mafoo 
on the border of his territory, left Nagoro, and though it was midnight, 
advanced to welcome him, The old chief was asleep , Bukhta foibade his 
being disturbed, and placed himself quietly beside his pallet. As he opened 
his eyes, be called as usual for his pipe (hooka), when tho attendant pointing 
to the prince, the old chief scrambled up. Sleep had cooled his rag- and the 
lull force of hi.s portion rushed upon him ; but seeing there was now no 
retreat that the Rubicon was crossed, “Well, there is my head ” said he • 
aow it is yours.” The bard, who was present at the interview, was /un’ 
doa by being requested to bring the chiefs wife and family from Ahwa to 
Nagore ; and he gave his assent in a manner characteristic of his profession ■ 
“ farewell to the gate of Jodpoor,” alluding to the station of the bard. The 
prince immediately replied, “ there was no difference between the gate of 
Jodpoor and Nagore ; and that while he had a cake of bajra he would divide 
it with the bard.” 

Ram Sing did not allow his uncle much time to collect a force ■, aud 
the fui,L encounter was at Kheyriie. Six actions rapidly followed ; the last 
was a Loonawss, on the plains of Mairta, with Immense loss of life on both 
side? This sanguinary battle has been already related,f in which Ram Sing 
was defeated, and forced to seek Bafety in flight ; when Jodpoor was tuirei. 

f ro and Eukhta invested with the Rajtilac and sword by the hands of 
t..e Juitawut chief of Bagri, whose desendants continue to enjoy thi: diati 
Marwar*® ^ aru ' ar ca bar K excar, ‘the bar to the portal of a 

V'. it Who possession of tho seat of government, and tho support of a 
great majority of the clans, Bukhl Sing felt secure against all attc-mpte of 
nis nephew to regain his lost power. But although his popularity with his 
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which the sword had gained him, there were other opinion b v*hich Bukht 
Sing was too politic to overlook. The adhesion, of the hereditary officers of 
the state, es[ ccmlly those personal to the sovereign, is requisite to cloak the 
crime of usurpation, in which light only, whatever the extent of provocation, 
Buk.hta’s conduct could be regarded. The military premier, as well as tho 
higher civil authorities, were won to his cause, and of those whose sacred 
office might seem to sanctify the crime, the chief bard had already changed 
his post * for the gato of Nagore.^ But there was one faithful servant, who, 
in the general defection, overlooked the follies of his prince, in his adhereance 
to the abstract rules of fidelity ; and who, while his master found refuge at 
Jeypoor, repaired to tho Dekhan to obtain the aid of the Mahrattas, the 
merccn tJcs pf Rajpootana. Jaggo was the name of his person • his office 
that of Purohit , the ghostly adviser of his prince and tutor to his children. 
Bukht i, at once desirous to obtain bis suffrage, and to arrest tho calamity of 
foreign invasion, sent a couplet in bis own hand to tho Purohit: 

'* The flower, Oh bee, whoso aroma regaled you, has been assailed by the 
blast ; not a leaf of the rose-tree is left ; why longer cling to the thorns ?” 

The rep'y was in character: “ In this hope does the bee cling to the 
denuded rose-tree ; that spring may return, and fresh flowers bud forth;' 4 

Bukhta, to‘his honor, approved the fidelity which rejected his overtures'. 

There was a joyousness of soul about Bukhta which, united to an 
intrepidity and a liberality alike unbounded made him the very model of a 
Itajpoot, To theso qualificaiions were superadded a majestic mien and 
Herculean frame, with a mind versed in all the literature of his country, 
besides poetic talent of no mean order ; and but for that one damning crime, 
he would have been handed down to posterity as one of the noblest princes 
Rajwnrra ever knew. These qualities not only rivetted the attachment of 
the household c’ans, bu< secured the respect of all his xtirior relations, So 
that when the envoy of the expatriated prince obtained Sindia’s aid for the 
ii m oration of Kam Sing, the popularity of Bnkhta formed an army which 
applied the ‘Southron,” who found arrayed against him at the choice 
BWords of Rrjwarra. The whole allodial power of the desert, “ the sons of 
Seojl y of every rank, rose to oppose this first attempt of the Mahrattas to 
interfere ip their national quarrels, and led by Bukhta in person, advanced to 
iofct iSIadaji, the Patel. But the Mabratta, whose object was plunder rather 
them glory, satisfied that he had little chance of either, refused to measute 
hi> lance ( b irehi ) with the tang and droid f of the Rajpoot. 

Poison effected what the sword could not accomplish. Bukhta deter¬ 
mined to remain encamped in that vulnerable point of access to his dominions, 
tho pa:- :es near Ajmere. Hither, the Rah tore queen of Madhu Sing, prince 
of Amber, repaired to compliment for relative, ai d to her was emiusfeed i ho 
ta L of removing the enemy of her nephew, Ram Sing The mode in which 


Tlin l.pRui iTill ofOusian. or of Maepher- on, borrotfvd from the oanudtvi of tho 

C. yul H:u-i or .lonit.rdom. will bo I'Might to mind in tho reply ‘ho » urolut *Iwiis.-. 
lovnly ,,, p ,, .,. n , v Onenr, will* ni y br.nohuH around mo :’Ao 

. i .*n i i :.. ..inf rmij* friU nlm, .. 



.. • 

•1 with plate* of iron aUuit tour foot nhovo 
cirwi'encc ita n*me wad vmioua lot it* 




ANNAI.S OF MARWA.fi! 


<SL 


was eflected, as well as the last moment of tho heroic but orimina 
Bakhta, have been already related.* He died in 8 . 1809 (AD. 1753 ) 
leaving a disputed succession, aud all the horrors of impending civil strife to 
his son, Beejy Sing. 

Duriug his three years of"sovereignty, Bukhta had found both time and 
resources to strengthen and embellish the stong holds of Mar war. He comple¬ 
ted the fortifications of the capital, and greatly added to the place of Joda 
from the spoils of Ahmedabad. He retaliated the injuries on the intolerant 
Islamite, and threw down his shrines and his mosques in his own fief of Nag ore 
and with the wrecks restored the edifices of ancient days. It was Bukhta also 
who prohibited, under pain of death, the Islamite’s call to prayer throughout 
bis dominions, and the order remaints to this day unrevoked in Marwar. 
Had he been spared a few years to direct the ftorm then accumulating, which 
transferred power from the haughty Tatar of Delhi to the peasant soldier of 
tlm Kistna, the probability was eminently in favour of Rajpoots resuming 
thorr ancient rights throughout India. Every principality had the same 
motive lor union in one common cause, the destruction of a power inimical to 
Incur wellare: but crimes, moral and political, rendered an opportunity such 
as never occurred in their history, unavailing fur their emancipation from 
temporal and spiritual oppression, 

Wd will here pause, and anticipating the just horror of the leader at 
finding crime follow crime—one murder punished by another—prevent, ’his 
consigning all the Rajpoot dynasties to infamy, because such foul stains appear 
m one part of their annala Let him cast his eyes over the page ofweC 
history; and commencing with the period of Seoii's omiirratmn in „i„ !' 
century, when the curtain of darkness was withdrawn from Europe as it w-m 
simultaneously closing upon the Rajpoot, contrast their respLV,e moral 
characteristics The Rajpoot chieftain was imbued with all the*kindred vir¬ 
tues of the western cavaher, and far his superior in mental attainments, 
there is no period on record when these Hindu princes could not have sign, d 
their names to a character, many of them coaid have drawn it up. Pnd even 
invoked it, if required, in poetic garb; and although this consideration perhaps 
nhances, rather than palliates, crime, what are the instances in these states 
Europe? aSk ' SOrnpared t0 %® wholesale attrocifies of the Middle %ts of 

bardifk e rhrf C [ a,S a b ° Wr ° n ? ifhe ,ea P e ’ d to «»* conclusion, that the 
"emnoisoned sl 61 ' ET* 7 JU ^" ,0nt on Prinoe L v criminal. His 

of' he pe^nJtJd 5 r r mlttCd fc 0 P° ste »%bv the mouth 

I 1 f- * D - ho prince, attest the reverse. One counlet; hi s 1 , ,-n 

Ruitht; ’ for til0 murder of his father ; there is another 
of Ami! bard ’ lm provi*cd while his prince Abhye Ring, and -let Rine 
l 4 i * Xi W0 1 rc Posing the period devoted to religious rites at the sacred 
V ooshkur. These ceremonies never atoed in the way of festivity 
an( one evening, while these princes and their vnssals worn in the height of 
mrniment thr bard was desired to contribute to it bv i-omo extemporaneous 
ertumon. He rose, and vociferated in the ears of the horror-struck n^omhlv 
the following quatrain ; y 
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“ Jodpoor, anr A mber , 

“ Doono (hap oot'hap • 

“ K oorma mam deckro, 

“ K amd’huj mara bap. 

‘[The princes of] Jodpoor and Amber can dethrone the enthroned, 
Brit the Koorma* slew hig son ; the Kamd'hujf murdered his father ” 

7 T he wordg of the poetic seer sank into the minds of his hearers, and 
passed from mouth to mouth. They were probably the severest vengeance 
either- prince experienced in this world, and will continue to circulate down 
to the latest posterity. It was the effusion of the same undaunted Kurna, 
who led the charge with his prince against the troops of Amber. 

We have also the anathema of the prophetic $ ati> wife of Ajit, who, as 
ahe mounted the pyre with her murdered lord, pronounced that terrific 
sentence to the ears of the patriotic Rajpoot: “May the bones of tho 
murderer be consumed out of Maroo V y [ In the value they attach to the 
fulfilment of the prophecy, we have a commentary on the supernatural power 
ialtached to these self-devoted victims. Th*c record of the last moments of 
Bukhta, in the dialogue with his doctor,§ is a scene of the highest dramatic 
and m jral interest and, if further comment were required, demonstrates tho 
operations of the hell within, as well as the abhorrence the Rajpoot entreta* 
ns fur such crimes. 




# h'oorma or Ouchw (tho tribo of the prinocj of Amber), alow hia son, Soo Sin?. 

+ K’.nr.d huj, it nniat bo romouiberod, is a titular appellation of the Rahtore kioga which 
hoy brought frofo Canouj. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 




Accession of Beejy Sing—Receives at M airta the homage of Ids Chief 3*~p r ex¬ 
ceeds to the capital —T lie ex-prince Ram Sing forms a treaty with the 
Mahrattas and the Cucfticahas . — Junction oj the Confederates , — 
Beejy Sing assembles the Clans on the plains of Mairta. —Summoned to 
surrender the gadi. — His replyr — Battle.— *Beejy Sing defeated.—Destruc¬ 
tion of the Rahtore Cuirassiers. — Ruse de guerre.—Beejy Sing left alone, 
—His flight.—Eulogies of the Bard. —Fortresses surrender to Rani 
Sing.—Assassination of the M ahratta commander.—Compensation for 
the murder. —Ajmere Surrendered.—Tribute or Choufch established. — Mali- 
rattas abandon the cause of Ratm Si ng.—Couplet commemorative of this 
event.—Cenotaph to Jcy Appa.—Ram Sing dies ; — His character. — An¬ 
archy reigns in Marwar.— T he Rahtore oligrachy, —Laws of adoption in 
the case of Poknrn fief.—Insolence of its Chief to his Prince , who enter - 
tains mercenaries. —This innovation accelerates the decay of feudal prin¬ 
ciples. —The Raja plans the diminution of the Aristocracy , - The Nob let- 
confederate.'—Gordkan Kheechiel—His admee to the Prince.—Hum Ha¬ 
ting treaty between the Raja and his vassals.—Mercenaries disbanded 
Death of the Prince's, guru or priest .—His prophetic words . —Korea- 
karma or funeral rites , made expedient to entrap* the chiefs, who arc 

condemned to death.—Intrepid conduct of Devi Shy of Poleum. His 

last words.—Reflections on their defective system of Government .— Sacrifice e 
of the law of primogeniture.—Its consequences. —S ubhul Sing arms to 

avenge his father's death.—Is slain.—Power of the nobles checked. . They 

are led against the *robbers of the desert.—Arhcrkote seized from Sinde .— 
Godwar taken from M ewar .—Mcmwar and Jeypoor unite against the Mah¬ 
rattas, who are defeated at Tonga.-~De B oigne's first appearance ,— 
Ajmere recovered by the Rahtores.—Battles of Patun and 
Ajmere surrenders.—Suicide of the governor,—Beejy Sing's concubii 
adopts Maun Sing.—Her insolence alienates the Noblesf who plan the 
dcsposal of the Raja,—Murder of the concubine.—Beejy Sing dics % 


Beejy Sing, then in his twentieth year, succeeded his father, Bukhtfi, 
His accession was acknowledged not only by the Emperor, but by all ihe 
princes around him, and he was inaugurated at the frontier town of M arete, 
whon proceeding to Mairta, where he passed the period of matum or unourn*» 
ing Hither the independent branches of his family, of Bikanoer, Kishcn- 
gurh, aad Roopnagurh, came simultaneously with their condolence and 
congratulations. Thence he advanced to the capital, and concluded the ' 
rites on death and accession with gifts and charities which gratified all 
expectations. 

The death of his uncle afforded the ex-prince, Ham Sing, the chance of 
adeeming his bi : bright ; and in conjunction with, the prince of Amber, h# 
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d a treaty* with the Mahrattas, the stipulations of which were 
sworn to by their leaders. The * Southrons ’ advanced by Kotah and Jeypoor, 
where Ram Sing, with his personal adherents and a strong auxiliary band of 
Amber, united their forces, and they proceeded to the object in view, the 
dethronement of Beejy Sing. 

Beejy Sing was prepared for the storm, and let his native chivalry to 
the plains of Mairta, where, animated with one impulse, a determination to 
repel foreign interference, they awaited the Mahrattas, to docile the rival 
claims to the throne of the desert. The bard delights to enumerate the 
clans who mustered all their strength ; and makes particular allusion to the 
a lodial Pattawuts, who were foremost on thi3 occasion. From Pooshkur 
where the combined army baited, a summons was sent to Beejy Stng “ to 
surrender the gadi of Maroo/’ It was read in full convention and answered 
with shouts of “ Battle ! Battle f ,> “ Who is this Happa,f thus to scare 
us, when, were the firmament to fall, our heads would be pillars of support to 
preserve you?” Such is the hyperbole of the Rajpoot when excited, nor 
does his action fall far short of it. The numerical odds were immense against 
the Jtahfcores ; but they little esteemed the Cuchwahas, and their courage 
had very different aliment to sustain it, from the mercenary Southron. The 
encounter, was of the most. desperate description, and the bard deals out a 
full measure of justice to all. 

Two accidents occurred 'during the battle, each sufficient to burn victory 
from ’he standard of Beejy sing, on the very point of fruition. One has else¬ 
where been related, namely, the destruction of the “ Sillehpoffiians/’ or 
cuiras-ders, the chosen cohort of the Rahtores, when returning from a success¬ 
ful charge, who were mistaken for the foe, ane mowed down with dischages 
of grapo-Bhot. This error, at a moment when the courage of the Mahrattas 
was wavering, "light have been retrieved, notwithstanding the superstitious 
convert :d the disaster into an omen of evil. Sindia had actually prepared to 
quit the h id, when another turn of the wheel decided the event in hi favour 
the circumstance exhibits forcibly the versatile character of the Rajpoot. 

Da. , Raja of Kishcngurh had deprived his relative of Roopnagurh of his 
r stalcs; both were junior branches of Marwar, but held direct from the 
emuer .. Sawunt Sing chieftain of Roopanagnrh, either from constitutional 
indifference or old age, retired to the sanctuary of Vindrabun on the Jumna, 
and be for • the shrine of the Hindu Apollo, poured forth hi$ gratitude for 
“ his escape from Hoi]/’ in the los3 of hi3 little kingdom. But. it was in vain 
the attempted to inspire young Sirdar with the like contempt of mundane glo¬ 
ry, to hi? exhortations the youth replied, *• It is well for you, Sir§,§ vsffio have 
enjoyed life, to resign its sweets so tranquilly; but I am yet a stronger t<> 




' The treaty is termed or l- . r a 8 4 n-ng deed.' namv.> f i’ u«o r hi of* who 
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Taking advantage of the times, he determined to seek a strong auxi’i 
ary for the recovery of his rights than the poetic homilies of Jydeva. Accord- 
ingly, he joined tho envoy of Ram Sing, and returned with the Mahar tta 
army on whos^ succesful operations his hope of reconquering his patrimony 
rested. It was at that moment of doubt, that Appa, the Mahratta com man- 


- - - - — -- — -— *i uoj ouiiim m- 

uer, tans addressed voting Sirdar : Your star, young man, is united to Rr*m 
Sink’s, which fortune does not favour ; what more is to be done before we 
move off V' Inexperienced as he was, Sirdar knew his countrymen, and 
their vacillation when touched by superstition; and be obtained permission 
to try a ruse, as a last resort. He despatched a horseman of his own clan, 
to the division which pressed them most, who, coming up to the Idainote 
minister, as if of his own party, asked rt what they were fighting for, as 
Beeiy Sing lay dead, killed by a cannonshot in another part of the field. 
Bike the ephemera! tribe of deplomaey, the Mainote saw his sun was set* 
He left the field, followed by the panic-struck clans, amongst whom the 
leport circulate ! like wild-fire. Though accustomed t<> these stratagems 
vi» : . T . hicti their annals teem, the ftajpoot 3 are never on their guard against 
tnem not a man inquired into the truth of the report, and Be jy Sing,—- 
who, deeming himself in the very career of victory, was coolly performing 
119 devotions amidst the c hash of swords,—was left almost alone, even without 
attendants or horses. The lord of Marwar, who, on that morning, command * 
ed the lives of one hundred thousand Rajpoots, was indebted for his safety* 
to the mean conveyance of a cart and pair of oxen * 

h, r r . ( ! an had to erect tablets for the loss of their best warriors * and 
BS'nilMi civil wars each strove to be foremost in devotion, most of the 
chittftaine of note were amongst the slain.* The bard metes out a fair measure 
of justice to their auxiliaries, especially the Suktawuts of Mewar, whose 
swords wore unsheathed in the cause of the son-in-law of th*ir prince. Nor 
is the lance of the Southron passed over without eulogy, to praise which, 
indeed is to ext •! themselves. 

With the lost of this battle and the dispersion of the Rah tores, the 
• upholds rapidly fell. The cause of Ram Sing was triumphing, and the 
i>].anrattas were spreading over the land of Maroo, when foul assassination 
cheeked their progress.* But the death of Jey Appa, which converted his 
-oruos from auxiliaries to principals in the contest, called aloud for voiigoance 
t iat was only to bo appeased by the cession of Ajmere, and a fixed triennial 
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tribute onaH tin 5 . lands of Maroo, both feudal and fiscal. This arrangement 
boin? made, tuc Alahrattas displayed the virtue common to such nn rcena y 
allies : they abandoned Ram Sing to his ‘evil star,' and took poss* ssion of this 
stronghold, which, placed in the very heart of Rajasthan, perpetuated th**ir 
influenco over its princes. 

With this gem, thu 9 rudely torn from her diadem, the independence of 
Mar war from that hour has been insecure. She has struggled on, indeed, 
through a century of invasions, rebellions, and crimes, ull originating, like tbo 
blank leaf in her annals, from the murder of Ajit. In the words of the 
Dor ; c stanza of the hostile bards on this memorable chastisement, 

Ead ghunna diu aosi 
t( Kappa u'ala liel 
" B haga tin o lu-pati 
u Mai kazana met* 

* For many a day will they remember the ( hcl ) of Appa, when the 
throe sovereigns fled, abandoning tlioir goods and treasures:” alluding to the 
princes of M invar, Bikaneer, and Kiahengurh, who partook in the disasters 
and disgrace of that day. 

The youthful heir of Roopnagurh claimed, as he justly might, the 
victory to himself* and go:ng up to Appa to congratulate him, said, in the 
metaphorical language of his country, “ You see I sowed mustard-teed in my 
hand as I stood: 1 ’ comparing the prompt success of his stratagem to the rapid 
vegetation 01 the seed. But S:. lar was , young man of no ordinary promise ; 
for when. Sindia, in grati «de, offered immediately to put him in possession oi 
Roopnagurh, he uswored, “ No: that would be a retrograde movement/ and 
told him to act f r bis rnustei Ram king,’* vhose suoecss would W-st insure bis 
0 ,vn,° But when treach rv h i don- its worst ou Jey Appa, suspicion, which 
foil on every Rajpoot in the Mahratiu on p. =par d not Sirdar: sword, were 
drawn in every .quart* i\ add ;ven w.- aK-csengf \ of peace, the t nvoys, wev© 
,>v t i y whore ilod, and mongst tho^e who (ell c 11 the tvjnuult could bj 
up * .oh, was ftaw n-w ivoiurr Si ng, the piemier nohh F Mewar, then am- 
La^vaui ’from the Llan •• with the MnhrftUns * With his i*L bre* th, Joy 
A •• pr m .t d .ml exoiw a»--d Sirdar, and enjoined that h @ pledge of resto- 
i iti )u mo i is pi tri »iony should be i. The body of this dis inguished 

cummin *. r was burned at the Taos-rir, or ‘ Peacock pool,” where a cenotaph 
erected, and in tin care which the descendant! evmi of his eneraks pay 
to it, we have a t- s of the merits of both vi< tor and vanquished, 

This was the last of twenty two battles, in which Ram Sing was prodi¬ 
gal of his life . r the recovery of his honours. The adversity of his later 
dava had softened the asperity of his temper, md i, Me his e vly f.ailts bo 
for pot ten, though too lute for his ben fit. He lied in exile at deypo or, in A. D. 
1773. His person was gigainio; hi9 demeanour affable a d courteous; and he 
was gen : rou,s to fault. His underafcTid ng w excellent and well-cultivated, 
hut his ca vicious temperament, to wh oh he gave vent with an unbridled 
vehemence, disgusted the higb-imndwt u b'( * o, Marco, and involved him in 
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lion* of i.hiit p^ rir, 
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at g* of N agor*\ 


v ‘ricinal autograph .etttnw of th:; 1 diatmguidhed Knjpoot on tbo tnmaac- 
d for it was lio <vho negotiated iho treaty betwcou Kaja Marflm Sing, of 
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ilfand misery* till his death. It is universally admitted that, b°th hi 
ext rior and accomplishment, not even the great A]Id could compare with 
Kam Sing, and witchcraft, at the instigation of the chieftain of Asope, is 
assigned to account for his fits of insanity, which mig t be bettor attributed 
to the early and imuioderate use of oj>ium. But it spite of his errors, the 
fearless courage he displayed, against all odds, kept some of the most valiant 
of the clans constant to iiis fortunes, especially ihe brave A'airteas, under the 
heroic Shore Sing of Reah, whose deeds can never be obliterated from the 
recollection of the ^ahtore. Not the least ardent of his adherents wa3 the 
allodial chief Roop Sing, of the almost forgotten clan, Patta^ut; who held 
out in Filodi against all attempts, and who, when provisions tailed, with his 
noble associates, slow and ate th ir camels. The theme is a favouiit- one for 
the Kavirea nunisfcrel of Maroo, who sings the fidelity of Roona ai d his ban.* 
to the notes of his rh hah ) to their ever attentive descendants. 

We may sum up the character < f dam Sing in the words of the ban. as 
he contrasts him with his rival. ' Fortune never attended the stirrup o:‘Beojy 
Sing, who never gain* d a battle, though at the head of a hundred th ’im md 
men-, but Ran Sing, by his valour and conduct, gained victories with a hand- 
full,” 


The death of Ram Sing was no panacea to i he giicfs of i\] war or o p it 
prince, T.o AJahratias, who had now obtained a point'd* apj ,r in Raj warm, 
continued to luster disputes which tended t-> their advantage, or when oppor¬ 
tunity offered, to scour the country in swrch of pay or plunder. Boojy ,oing. 
young and inexperienced, was loft, without resources; ruinous wars and yet 
m< re ruinous uogosiations had dissipated the hoards.of wealth accumu sited b\ 
his predecessors. The crown-lands were uncultivated, the tenantry clisonrsod- 
and commerce had diminished, owing to insecurity and tin ii vuitmu- 'habits 
of the nobles, who every where established their own imposts, and occasionally 
despoiled entire caravans. While the competitor for th- throne was yet 
living, the Raja was compelled to shut his eyes on these inroads upon his pro¬ 
per power, which reduced him to insignificance even in his own place. 

The aristocracy in Marwar has always possessed more power than in any 
of the sister principalities around. The cause may be traced to their first 
settlement in the desert; and it has been kept in action by the p^culvritru 
of their condition, especially in that protracted .•fcrnggfe for the right Y the 
minor Ajit, against the despotism of the c > piie. There was anothei ' 'use, 
which, at the present junc ure, had a very unfa tunate influence o 1 »o in 
crease of this preponderance and whi^h arose out of the lav/n of adoption. 

The fief of Pokurn, the most powertul ( although a junior ) branch of the 
Champawut clan, adopted a son of Raja Ajit as their chief; his name war; 
Devi Sing. The right of adoption, as has been already explained, u •' s v if h 
the wido.y of the deceased and the elders of the clan. Why they <xci lsed it 
as they did n this occasion does not appear; but not improbably at (ho 
suggest, >»•■ of the dying chief, who wished to see hi : ’ovormgn's largo family 
provided for, having no sons of his own: or, the irumodm < o aimants may not 
have possessed the qualities' necessary to lead a clan ol Maroo. Although the 
moment such adoption i ikes place, when {i tho turban of the late incumbent 
encircled t he new lord of Pokurn,’ he ought to forget h< had any otiv r father 
than him he succeeded, yet we can easily imagine dia\ m the pres; nt case* 
hi? propinquity to .,be thruno, which under oih< v circumstances he might 
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^seorf have forgotten, was continually forced upon his recollection by the 
contentions of his parricidal brothers and their offspring for the 4 cushion’ of 
Marwar, It exemplifies another feature in Rajpoot institutions, which cut off 
this son ( guiltless of all participation in the treason ) from succession, be¬ 
cause he was identified with the feudality; while the issue of anothcr/and 
junior brother, at the same period adopted into the independent house of 
Edur,* were heirs presumptive to Marwar; may, must supply it with a ruler 
on failure of heirs, though they should have but one son and be compelled to 
adopt in his room."} - 

The Charapawuts determined to maintain their influence over the 
cvereign and the country; and Devi Sing leagued with Ahwa and the oth^r 
branches of this dan to the exclusion of all competitors. They formed of 
their own body a guard of honour for the person of the prince, one half 
remaining on duty in the castle, the other half being in the town below. 
While the Raja would lament the distracted ntate of his country, the inroads 
of the Hill tribes, and the depredation of bis own chiefs, Devi Sing of Pokurn 
would reply, “ why trouble yourself about Marwar? it is in the sheatb of my 
dagger.” The young prince used to uuburthen his griefs to his foster-brother 
Jaggo, a man of caution and experience, which qualities he instilled into his 
sovereign. By dissimulation, and an apparent acquiescence in their plans, 
he not only eluded suspicion, but, availing himself of their natural indolence 
of character, at length obtained leave not on ! y to entertain some men of 
Sindo as guards for the town, but to provide supplies for their subsistence; 
th- first approximation towards a standing mercenary force, till then 
unknown in their annals. We do not mean that the Rajpoot princes never 
employed any other than their own feudal clan*; they had foreign Rajpoo s in 
their pay, but still on the same tenure, holding lands for service; but never 
till this period had they soldiers entertained on monthly stipend. These 
hired bands were entirely composed of infantry, having a slight knowledge of 
European tactics, the superiority of which, even over their high-minded 
'utvaliors, they had so severely experienced in their encounters with the 
Mahratfcas- The same causes had operated on the courts of Oodipoor and 
to indue® them to adopt the liko expedient; to which, more than to 
the universal demoralization which followed the breaking up of the empire 
may be attributed the rapid decay of feudal principles thmughout Rai~ 
F'Obma. These truards were composed either of Poorbea; Rajpoots, Sindiei 
Arabs, or Robillas.^ They received their orders direct from the prince* 
through the civil officers of the state, by whom they were entrusted with the 
execution of all duties of importance or despatch. Thus they soon formed a 
complete barrier between the prince and his vassals, and consequently became 
objects of jealou-y and of strife. In like manner did all the other states 
make approaches towards a standing army; and though the motive in a ! cas. 3 
was the same, to curb, or even to extinguish, the strength of the feudal chi« fe, 
it has failed throughout, except in the so itary instance of Kotah, where 
twenty well disciplined battalions, and a hundred pieces of artillery are 
main tap 1 od chiefly from the feudal sequestrations. 

* lr will hi ernombored that fldur was couquo'ud by n brother of Suoji'o. 

J»»hall explain thi* by a cutLiug of genealogical ttvc : it may bo fuuud uaoiu? 

* 01,1,1 r h ^lk ! 00 ’o arbitrate in t 030 matter®. 
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To return : the Dhabhae. having thus secured a band of seven hundred 
men, and obtained an aid (which we may term scutate) from the chiefs for 
their maintenance, gradually transferred them for their duties above to the 
gates of the castle. Somewhat released from the thraldom of faction, the 
Kaja concerted with his foster-brother and the Dewan, Futteh Chund, the 
means of restoring prosperity and order. So destitute was the prince of 
resources, that the Diiabhao had recourse to threats of suicide to obtain 
50,000 rupees from his mother, acquired as the nurse (d/tai) of his sovereign j 
*od so drained" was the country of horses, that he was compelled to trans¬ 
port his cavaliers (who were too proud to walk) on cars to Nagore. There, 
under the pretence of curbing the hill tribes, he formed an army, and dis¬ 
mounting the guns from the walls of the town, marched an ill-equipped force 
against the border-mountaineers, and being successful, he attacked on his re¬ 
turn the castle of Seel Bukri. This was deemed a sufficient indication of his 
views ; the whole feudality of Maroo took alarm, and united for mutual safety 
at Brsilpur, twenty miles east of the capital. 

There was a foreign Rajpoot, whose valour, fidelity, and conduct had ex- 
eited the notice and icgard of Bukhfc Sing, who, in his dying hour, re¬ 
commended him to the service of his son. To Gordhun, the Ileechie, a namo 
of no small note in th« subsequent history of this reign, did the young Raja 
apply in order to restrain his chiefs from revolt. In the true spirit of Rajpoot 
sentiment,, he advised his prince to confide in their honour, and unattended, 
to seek and remonstrate with them, while he went before to secure him a 
good reception. At day-break, Gordhun was in the camp of the confe¬ 
derates ; he told them that their prince, confiding in their loyalty, was advan¬ 
cing to join them, and besought them to march out to receive him. Deaf 
however, to entreaty and to remonstrance, not a man would st r, and the 
prince reached the camp uninvited and unwelcomcd. Decision and confi¬ 
dence are essential in all transactions with a Rajpoot. Gordhun remained 
not a moment in deleberation, but instantly carried his master direct to the 
tent of the Ahwa chief, the premier noble of Mar war. Here the whole body 
congregated, and silence was broken by the prince, who demanded why hi* 
chiefs had abandoned him ? 

“Mahraja,” replied the rhampawut, <f our bodies have but one pinnaole r 
Were there a second, it should be at your di3poa:^!. ,, A tedious discussion 
ensued • doubts of the future, recriminations respecting the past ; till wea¬ 
ried and exhausted, the prince demanded to know the conditions on which 
they would return to their allegiance, when the following articles were 
submitted : 


1st. To break up the force of the Dhabhae ; 

2d. To surrender to their keeping the records of fiefs (putto-buby*) ; 

3d. That the court should be transferred from the citadel to the town. 
There was no alternative but the renewal of civil strife or compliance . 
and tho first article, whioh was a sin*' qua non , the disbanding of the obnox¬ 
ious guards, that anomalous appendage to a Rajpoot prince’s person, was 
carried into immediate execution. Neither in the first nor las*, stipulation 
could the prince feel surprize or displeasure ; but the second sapped the very 
foundation of his rule, b) depriving the crown ot its dearest prerogative, tho 
power of dLsp n-iru' favour. This shallow r.oonniliation being effected, iho 
malcontent imbles dispersed, some to their estate?, and the* Chondawnu oli* 
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"gp.nhv to the capital with their prince, in the hope of resinning khoir former 
iufl’’ tico over him and t : co ntry. 

j ti.r 'jaui-n rr ' ’ *d -Jr’* A 1 *iram. f h? guru or ‘ghostly 1 com- 
for < ' of Beejv Si ,g, fell sick and as 'a sedulously attended him, the 
dv;ri 7 j ti w> (i ’ 1] 11 im to re of go d cheer, for when hr departed, he 
“would tak • 11 hia .roub!< with him.” He soon died, and his words, 
vhi"h wa . deemed prophetic, weiu interp. eted by the Duabhae. Ihe Raja 
feigned immoderate grief for the loss of his spiritual fiiend and in order 
to testify his veneration, an ordinance was issued commanding that tho 
krm-carma, or ‘ rites for the dc ,d,' should be. performed m the castle, while 
[h n queen?, on pretence of ’(tying ^ heir las duty to hi3 remains, descended, 
c^rryng with them the guards and retainers as their escort, It was nn 
oc :a.-ion on which suspicion, even if awake, could not act, and the chiefs 
ascended to join in the funeral rites to the saint. As they mounted the st -ps 
cut out of the rock which wound round the hill of Joda, the mind of Devi 
Sing suddenly misgave him, and he exclaim d, that the day was un iucky; 
but°it passed off with th flatcring remark , ‘you are the pillar of Maroo ; 
Vu- daro even look at v >u ?” They placed slowly through the various, 
ba,kern, until they reached the alarm gate* It was shut! Treachery f 
exclaimed the chief of vhwa, as he drew his sword, and the work of death 
commerced. Several were slain , the rest were overpowered. Their capti¬ 
vity was a sufficient presage of their fate ; but, like rue Rajpoots when the 
I )habhae told t hem they wei e to die. their last request was, that their souls 
might be set at I borty by the sword, not by the unsanctifind ball of the 
mercenarv.' TV choronicle does not s^y whether this wish was gratified, 
when + he three great leaders of the Champ- wuts, with. Jaet Sing of A ui ; 
Devi Sine o»'Pokurn ; the lord of Hursola ; Chuttur Sing, chief of the 
Koompnw is ; Jvcsuri Sing of Cbuhdrain ; the heir of eemaj ; and the 
chief of Runs, then the principal lief of the Oodawnts, met V'r fate. The 
'usi hour of Devi Sing was marked with a distinguished peculiarity. Being 

of tho royal line of Maroo, they would not spill hi. blood, bn sent him his 

l • tb-w u rack in a iar of opium. On receiving it, and his prince s command 
to make his own departure from life, " What $ said the noble W, as they 
“ .^ntrd r.’ic- iav “ shall Devi Slug take Ins wnnl ( opiate ) out ot an earthen 
vessel ? Let histoid cup he brought, and it shall be welcome/’ This last 
v kn <ii lintion being denied, he dashed out his brail, argainst the walls of his 
prison. Before he thus enfranchised his proud spirit, some ungenerous mind, 
repeating his own vaunt, demanded, where vas the the sheath of the 
(tamer which hhld the fortunes of Mflrwar v” “ In Subbula’s girdle at 
,Pnk n irnft ” ww the laconic reply of the nn*mit-d Ghondawut. 

This was a tremendous sacrifice forth* maintenance of authority, ot 

wnlho S otte* empliod tbtfr v,i». i. dtf.no. of their »»ntry. Bm 
ev-r ii'i.ra pnrim.sm, when opposed to hm i/n aggression, can prove m 

palliative to treason or mitigate its award when, ava.Jmg th ■ms.Jves of tbs 
v • , r ,. an uit and l'ni.enoua ollgircby presume 

iiifntnv.i i-, uoweroftihr ; rinco, an . -> . . J 1 , 

,, llUn , I,, J kv. reign. Ill is the mode in which vengeance was , o<i»ed> 
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&& which the mind recoils, and which with other instances appears to justify 
the imputation of perfidy, amongst the traits of iuijpo t eh.n »et r. Bu if 
wo look deeply in to it, we shall find reason to distrust such conclusion. The 
Rajpoot abhors, in the abstract, both perfidy and taeason ; bu* the elements 
of the society in which he lives and acts, unfortunately too often promp. the 
necessity of sacrifi ing principles to preservation: but this pi* coeds from their 
faulty political constitution ; it is neither inculcated in their moral code, nor 
congenial to their moral habits. 

The perpetual struggle between the aristocracy and the sovereign, which 
13 an evil inherent in all feudal aasociatsons, was greatly aggravated in Mur- 
war, as well as in Mewar, by the sacrifice of that corner-stone even of consti¬ 
tutional monarchy, the rights of primogeniture. But in such case the de via¬ 
tion from custom was a voluntary sacrifice of the respective heirs-appaivnt 
to the caprices of parental dotage. In no oth r r country in the world could 
that article of the Christian decalogue, ‘’Honour thy father and thy mother, ,r 
be better illustrated than in Rajpootana, where, if we have had to record two- 
horrid examples o! deviation from, we have also exhibited splendid proofs ot 
filial devotion, in Chonda of Mewar, and Chamba of Marwar, who resigned 
the “rods” they were born to wield ; and served, when they should hn v- ~wny- 
ed, to gratify their fathers’ love for the fruit of their old age. These ure 
instances of self-denial hardly to be credited : from such dkii torrsied acts, 
their successors claimed an importance which, though natural, wa» totally un. 
foreseen, and which the extent of compensation contributed to fost r. They 
averted the right, as hereditary premiers of the state, to be the advk. is, or 
rather the tutors, of their sovereigns, more especially in non ago, and in illu¬ 
sion to this surrender of their birth-right, arrogantly ap> lied the well-known 
aoage, Pat ca malik myn ho. Rtf; carnal Ik ooa, Tie is sovereign of th; -rau* 
but I am the master of the Throne and insisted on the j iiviieg' oi being 
consulted on every gift of land, and putting their autograph e\mbol to T.r 
deed or grant.* These pretentions demanded the constant exl-m >n ol the 
sovereign to resist them ; for this purpose, he excited the riva 1 . y of tho less 
powtrfuT members of the federated vassalage, and thus form* d a kind 01 
balance of power, which the monarch, if skilful, could always tern to accounts. 
But nnt even the jealousies thus introduced would hav so dcproci. iivu the 
regal influence in Marwar,nor • veil the mort recent adoption of a son of tho 
crown into the powerful fief of Pokurna, ad not the parricidal ons of A jit 
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degarded the fhrone in tho eyes v\ their haught 
vassals, who, in the civil strife followed, were ah< 

disgrace, as they adhered to or oppose! the successful cia 
this foul blot, every evil ss r hicii has siir-t overt' ken tl 
maybe trfteed,aa well as the extin tmn T th T prin 
dience jwhictg in thm anterior portion ot the&c anna s. 
recorded To this hour it has perpetuated dis^e-su v 
and the Oligrachy, le ding to dm osal and le • c to » 
tration, banishment; a d d-athtotfi bu , o ><\ 
tutelage, Ram oing’s intemperance lost him the crown, 
the head of his successor, who had no ot her mode of escape but 
% which has been related. But though it freed him for a time, the words ot 
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the dying chief ot PokiVrrn, continued to ring in his oars ; and “the dagger 
left in the girdle of his son” disturbed the dreams of his rest throughout a 
long life of vicissitudes, poisoning the source of enjoyment until death itself 
was a relief 

’•The nuncupatory tes*ament of the Champawut was transmitted across 
the desert to his son at Pokurna, and the rapid it} of its transmission wa3 
■only equalled by the alacrity of Subbula, who at the head of his vassals issued 
forth to execute the vengeance thus bequeathed. First, he attemp-d t •* 
burn and piliago the mercantile town of Pally ;—foil d in which, he proceed¬ 
ed 10 another wealthy city of the fisc, Bilwarra on the l/ooni • but there ter¬ 
minated both his life and his revenge. A? lie led the escalade, he received 
two balls, which hurled him back amongst his kinsmen, and his ashes next 
morning blanched the sandy bed of the Looni. 

For a dme, the feudal interest was restrained, anarchy was allayed, com¬ 
merce again flourished, and general prosperity revived : to use the words of 
the chronicle, ‘‘the subject enjoyed tranquillity, and the tiger and the lamb 
drank from the same fountain,” Beejy Sing took the best means to secure 
tde fidelity of his chiefs, by finding them occupation. He car ied his arms 
against the desultory hordes of the desert, the Kkosas and Sahraes, which in¬ 
volved him in contests with the nominal sovereign of Smde, and ended in the 
•conquest of Amerkote, the kev to the valley of the Indus, and which is now 
' (be most remote possession of Marwar, He also curtailed the territories of 
x Jeseu nicer, on his north-west frontier. But mor * important than all was the 
addition of the rich province of Godwar, from the Rana of Mevrnr. This 
i act, which nearly equals in value the whole fiscal domain of Maroo, was 
wrested from the ancient princes of Mundore, prior to the Rahtores, and had 
.’boon in the possession of the Seesodias for nearly fivo enturies, when civil 
Mlissen:,:on mad- the Rana place ii for security und< r the protection of Raj t 
lin^jy Sing ; since which it has been lost to Mewur. 

Marwar had enjoyed several years of po oe, when tin rapid strides made 
by the Mahrattas towards universal rapine, if not ebnquest, compelled ihe 
Rajpoot* once mote to form on union for the defence of their political exis 
tonce Per tap Sing, a prince of energy and enter prize, was vow on the gadi 

a' Ambtr a S. 18*8 (A. D. 1787), he sent an ambassador to Beejy 
i c;j n g ) proposing a league against the oorumon foe, and vohinteering to lead m 
person their eonjoined forces against ihem, Thebat’ieof To ga ensued, in 
which R *h oro valour shone forth in all its glory. D - Bins' discipline, they 
charg'd Through the dense battalions of De Boigne, sibrii g his artillorj -nvu 
at thoi 11 u'Uns. and compelling Sindia to abandon not only the ti« Id, but all his 
oonquedtH for a time.* Beejy Sing, by ‘bis victory, redeemed the castle ol 
Ajm- i v \ and declared bis tributary alliance null and void, But the genius 
A' himlift, imd the talents of De feo-gno, soon recovered this loss; and in 
four rears i he Mahratta marched with a force such as Indian warfare wa* 
st i auger toe to redeem th3t days diegre e In S. 184*7 (A . 1791), the 
murdoioiM battles of Patun ant' Mairta took pi^ e, in which Rajpoot e ungo 
was boroically but fruitlessly displayed agwnat European tactics udun 
rnueiooes and where neither intrigue nor treason was wanting. The result 
was th^ im petition of a contribution ojf akty lacks of mpees/or £000,000; 

* gtaa Vol x. the of Uus 
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so much could uofc ho drained from the country, goods and chattel? 
were every where distrain -d, and hos'a.eS driven for tb y U e .. 

. Ajmer , wh ch had r voit^i .*n the short lived triumph of T< riga, was 
one* more surrendered, and lost for ever to Marwrr, ‘Vh n invests °by Do 
Boigne. the faithful governor, Dumraj, placed, in th> dil mn i of a di?rrrae< ful 
•irlu* o*i disojbedi mc :i . to hiaprincVs summons, s vallo v d dia uond-Mowdcn 
“TV-1 the raja,'* said t i futhf 1 servant, “th is only, c mid [ testify n\ 
obedience ; ah 1 over my dead holy alone could a Southron ent r ' jmero.”* 
Tho p unmount influence which the morals and inauuer of a court exerl 
upon a nation, is every wh re admitted. In constitutional governments, 

• here is a birr » r overt to court in (It mce and corrupt! >n, in the ast portion 
of wealth and worth which ennnor ba ongulphed n their vortex, iiut in 
th*5n pefc'y sov *r iguii s, no such check i- found, and the ron * of vi**t >«e and 
v- i n is given from the th one Too laws of smnidn barous nations, which 
ndmio of liemtious concub.uage, has ever been peculiar to orientals, from the 
d 'Vs of the wis-‘ king of the Tews to tho«e of Beejy Sing of Marwar, and 
th 'U* politic d cnnsoqunuce has been tho same, the sacrifice oi the rights of 
lawful iuliort nee to the noirs of il ieit affcotioh, The last years of the king 
of f ir >o woe? e gro s bv sentimental folly with a young beauty of the 
Q*>» d ib \ on whom he lavish >d all the honours d ie only t-> his legitimate 
qu°eus. Sea dal a if mn th it she frequ mtly returned his passion in .a naiincr 
•it ' in b m n ng r ival dignity, driving him from her presence with the basest 
of n* ssiles—h *r sh ms. As the effects of this unworthy attachment Completed 
th * m irehv of AT irwar, a-id as its onspque oes on deviating lrotn the estab¬ 
lish al r d'M of succession havo entailed a perpetuity of crime and civil war 
niuDr which this unfo tmuve state yet writhes, we shall be minute, even ro 
dull-e 8, in fch^ el m iafciou of this portion of their annals, to enable those 
v bo have now to arbitra e h s iff TenCcfl to bring b&dk a current ef uncoma 
minatei bloxi <o sway the destinies of this still noble race* 




ttajft Ajifc had fourteen sons t 


Ah’ lye Sing > 

> ■ 

Ram Sing.. 


Bukht Sag, 
Beeiy Sing. 


Anund Sing, 

I . . 


adopted into tho 
Edur houso. 


Rnsoo. 

adopted into 
Jftbboa 
(In Mai wap 


Devi Sing, 
adopted into 
Poke.r 


i r —j— r ~i i f 

Fatt'di Sing 55ahm Sing, Sawunfc Sing, Shorn Sing, Bhom Sing, Oomau Sic-, Sirdar Singj 
died of pmall- by a princess j | 1 | lilt it by 

poiininfim- of MowAr, | adopted j J Blm’m. 

oy. tho rigdful floor Sing. Maun Sing. Bhecm Slug. Mania Stag, 
heir of Itaejy ‘ I 

Sing,. r Dhonkul Sing. 

(Pretender). 


* Dumraj whs not a Rajpoot, but of the 8iiwm tribe, one of »h® civil office.though u 
is a curious and little-known fact, that, almost all tho mercantile tirboa oi vro;t :i ., India are 
of Rajpoot origin, and sank th» namo and profession of anas when they became proaoh tea in 
Jainism, in the reign of R ija Bhcem P’nimnr. Tho Ohoofcoi* 1 inscription ( soc V«d. 1. p 
6b 1, ami note 7, p 607 ) voooi*» a t ho uarne of thin prince R W<1J ancoator oi Haji M.mn 
* Uoao date 6. 770 ( A. D. 714), aUowa u* to plaoi Ud» g^ad CoaverAion prior to A. • >. «f-u 
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^ So infatuated was Beejy Sing with the Pasbani concubine, that on losing' 
the only pledge of their amours, he 4 put into her lap,’ ( adopted ) his own 
legitimate grandchild, Maun Sing. To legalize this adoption, the chieftains 
were ordained to present their nuzzurs and congratulations to the declared 
heir of Afar war; but the haughty noblesse refused 4 to acknowledge the son of 
a slave’ as their lord, and the Iiaja wns compelled to a fresh adoption to 
ensure such token of sanction. Content at having by this method succeeded 
in hor wishes, the Pas&ani sent off young Mann to the cattle of Jhalore; but 
fearing lest the experience of Shore Sing, his adopted father, might prove a 
hindrance to her control, he was recalled, and her own creatures left to guide 
the future sovereign of Marwar Th« dotage of Beejy Sing, and the inso¬ 
lence of his concubine, produced fresh disjord, and the clans assembled at 
Malkasuni to concert his deposal. 

Recollecting the success of his former measures to recall them to their 
duty, Beejy Sing proceeded to their camp; but while he was negotiating, and 
a? no supposed successfully, the confederates wrote to the chieftain of Raus, 
whose tour of duty was in the castle, to descend with Bheem Sing. The 
chief acquainted the Pasbani that hor presence was required at the camp by 
the Raja, and that a guard of honour was ready to attend her. She wars 
thrown off her guard, and at the moment she entered her litter, a blow from 
an unseeu hand ended her existence. Her effects were instantly confiscated, 
ftnd the chief of Raus descended with Bheem, whose tents were pitched at 
the Nagore barrier of the city If, instead of encamping there, they had 
proceeded to |the camp of the confederate:., his arrival and the dethronement 
of Bcqjy Sing would have been simultaneous: but the Raja received the in¬ 
telligence as soon as the chiefs. Hastening back, he obtained the person of 
the young aspirant, to whom, to reconcile him to his disappointment, he gave 
in appanage the districts of $ojut and Sewanob, and sent him off to the latter 
strong-hold; while 10 restrain the resentment of his eldest son, Zalim Sing, 
whose birth right he had so unworthily sacrificed, he enfeoffed him with the 
lich district of God war, giving him private orders to attack his brother Bheem, 
who, though apprised of the design in time to make head against his uncle, 
was yet defeated and compelled to fly He found refuge at Pokurna, whence 
bo went to Jtessulmeer. • 

In the midst of this conflict, his dominions curtailed, his chief* in re¬ 
bellion, his sons arid grandsons mutually opposed to each other, and fehe only 
object which attached him to life thus violently torn from him, Beejy Sing 
died, in tfc uonth Afar S. 1850, after a reign of tbirty-ene years, 



CHAPTER XIV. 


TXaja Bheem seize* upon the gadi.— Discomfiture of bin competitor, Zaiim 
S ing.—Bheem destroy9 all the other claimants to succession, excepting 
Mann Sing .—Blockaded in Jhalore.—sallies from the garrison for 
supplies.—Prince Maun heads one of them.—Incure the risk of capture . 
—Is Preserved by the A hore chief.—Raja B heem offends his nobles.— 
They, abandon Marwar.—The jief of Neemaj attacked.—Jhalore reduced 
to the point of surrender.—Sudden and critical death of Raja Bheom — 
jts probable cause,—The Vedyas , or 4 canninq-menf who surroiaul the 
prince.—Accession of Raja Maun.—Rebellion of Sowae Sing of Pokurn . 
—Conspiracy of Champasuni.—Declaration of the pregnancy of a queen 
of Raja B heem.—Convention xoith Raja Maun.—posthumous births .—» 
Their evil consequences in Rajicarra .—A child born,—Sent of by stealth 
to Pokurn, and its birth kept a secret.—Named Dhonkul,*—lt-tja A faun 
evinces indiscreet partialities.—Alienates the Champaiuuts.—Birth. of the 
posthumous son of Raja Bheem promulgated.—The chiefs call on Raja 
Maun to fulfil the terms of the convention.—The mother disclaims the 
child.—The Pokurn chief sends the infant 'Dhonknl to the sanctuary of 
Abhye Sing of Khetri.Soicae opens his underplot,—Embroils Ra\a 
Maun with the courts of A mbdr andMewar.—tie carries the pretender 
Dhonkul to J eypoor.—Acknowledged and proclaimed as Raja of M anrar. 
«—T he Majority of the chiefs support the pretender,—The Bikaneer prince 
espouses his cause.—-Armies called in the field.—Baseness of Hoicar , u'fu 
deserls Raja Mann,—The armies approach.—Raja M aim’s chiefs abandon 
him.—He attempts suicide.—Is persuaded tojly .— lie gains Jodpoor .— 
Prepares for defence,—Becomes suspicious of all his Hn,—Refuses them 
the honour of defending the castle.—They join the allies, who invest, 
Jodpoor.—The city taken and plundered.—tiistress of the besiegers.— 
Meer Khan’s conduct causes a division.—Ills flight from M arwur .— 
permed by the Jcy poor commander. — Battle. —J eypooi' force destroyed , and 
the city invested,—Dismay of the Raja,—up the siege of Jodpom' 
—Pays 1200 flOO for a safe passage no A eypoor.—Th spoils of Jaipur 
intercepted by the Rahtores, and wrested from the Cuc/utahas.—Mcor Khan 
formally accepts service with Raja Maun, and repair? to Jodpoor with four 
Rahtoro chiefs , 


TnE intelligence of Beejy Sing's death was conveyed by express to his 
gaandaon Bheem, at Jessulineer. In a twenty-two hours he was at Jodpoor, 
and ascending directly to the citadel, seated himseh upon tho ga ii , whilo his 
rival, Zaiim Sing, tho rightful heir, little expecting this celerity, was encamped 
at the Mairta gate, awaiting the A lucky hour 5 ' to take possession, That 
hour never arrived; and tho first intelligence of Bheetu being on the cushion 
of Joda,” was conveyed to the inhabitants by the of his rival on 

his retreat fron tho oitv, who was pursued to Bhilara, attacked, defeated, and 
forced to seek shelter at Oodipoor, where with ample v domain from tho 
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iipxftie passed the rest of his days in literary pursuits. He di^d in the 
prime of life; attempting to open a vein with his own hand, he cut an artery 
and Mod 10 death. He was a man of great personal and mental quali¬ 
fications; a .gall mt S Idier, and no mean poet.* 

Thus far successful, Raja Bheem determined to dismiss “ compunctious 
visiting*/' and be a king de facto if not de jure. Death had carried off three 
oi his urlcles, as well as hi- father, previous to this event; b it there were still 
two others, Shere Sing, hi- adopted father, and Sirdar Sing, who stood in Lis 
way: the last was put to death; the former had his eyes put out: and soon 
after, tlie unfort unate prince released himseli from life by dashing ou Ms 
brains Soor Sing, the favourite of all Beejy Sing’s de cendants. r< mnined. 
His superior claims were fatal to him and his life fell a sacrifice •. irh thj 
others. 


A single claimant alone remained of all the bl- od royal of Maroo to 
disturb trhe rc-yo3e of Bheem. This was young Maun, the adopted son of th. 
dtmcabinc, placed beyond his reach within the wails of Jhalore. Could 
Bheemh: dagger ha\ * rescin d , him, he would have stood alone, the last sur¬ 
viving scion of the parricide, 

“ Wirh none to bless him, 

“ None whom h • could bless:* 

an instrument, in the hand of divine pptv r, to rid thr land of an accursed 
uu.'k. Then the issue of Abhye Sing would have i tr ilv perished, un- their 
ashes uught have Leon gi’ en to the winds, and no mr moral of tlmm loft. 
Itdur must then have supplied an heir;f and fhe do ibtful pretensions of 
Dhonhui, the posthumous and reputed son of • ho whole : h issin Bhrem, 
to si*: U"**n th- yadi of Ajit, would never have i-eeu brought forward to excite 
another murderous contest amongst the sons of Joda. 

Having sacrificed all those within hi reach who stood between him and 
the ihroue, Bheem t ied to -eoure the bust so’e claimant in Jhalore. But. the 
siege of .*;• ch a strong hold w ith his feudal ]. vf s, or lo se fficrce ary b nds. 


* MV* own venerable tutor, Yati Gyauohai.dra. who was >vi'h mo fo* ten 3 *eors, enid >e 
nil l ie V.: iwh;:'. especial v bis skill in recit-ng poetry (in which he Hurpasseu nil the 
balds ut »' <t‘ * >or), to Zalitn Hiru\ 

1 Amongst tho nutm mu* an*, >graph coiVeap^ndencn of the princes of Rajnootaua with 
l!jo ;-ri* ''oh-U' \[ ■. k of which I h id the free use, I selected one lettfci of S. 1781,. A. D. 
172.8, ” rnUm c h hitly by J y Siyg of Amber and Abhye Sing of J .dpoor, regor li g^Ednr] 
which i8 so curious, that I givM a verbatim translation in the Appendix (No 1)1 l : >tle 
thought at th-* time how com pie; ly it v.-onlu prove Abhye Sings's dorerniinni n to cut off all 
but hU own parricidal L wie from the succession An insp tion of th© genealogy (p. 120), 
w ill wlmw i Jit . nund 3ing of Edur, who waa not to be allowed “to t3oape aliw/’ was l ia 
younger brother, adopted into that house. 

l/noii' I Sing, the posthumous issue of Bherm, the last of the parricidal lin . whether 
real or Btippo it itiou mn-ft be set aside, and the pure cum at of Fahrore blood, deri ed from 
SScoji, Jodu, JflBWUnt. and Ajit, be brought from Kdnr and installed on “ ilje g Ji f J .da,” 

? hucou i Bti l proceeding would moot universal approbation, whh the exception of some 
."hi h mi ci orinls about tl»(‘person of this pictond-.d son i Bli-> mo , i;r t iio chieftain t po'-.im:, 
»n fun heranrie of hia aud his grandfather's yco unuven ed cud. A sketch of the events, 
.drawn from their own chronicles, and jicAoropanied by rofl clions, exposing rho numerics 
j in -it t,' IV .• ■ i an act of turpitud • would come homo to at. an ),-y would showor bletcings 
on Lhe power which, while it fulfilled the duties ot protector. destroyed the urorni of Internal 
4»-<P,.n,M rit a vc* thorn a prince of'heir *wn pure bum whom nil parti, * could honour 

a »«: ob, v. ’ if H h rerun inod of th • probable unnni.miy of such policy, let if h. pro vim sly 
' ’ sout.-d • r. r.n, cho f .m noeef f the princes of the lend, f- of Me war. Amber. Koiab, 
B mndi. ,L. 'julinocr &c leaving out which 1 • - r.tny I • b’Uueuecjd by m:u*Emgo connoxiotia 

•ult I * o, i , ■ ' ' 
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lious operation, and soon became an imperfect blockade, through 
wh?ch young Maun not unfrequently broke, and by signal formed a junction 
with his adherents, and plundered the fiscal lands for support. One of th so 
excursions, however, an attempt to plunder Pftlli, had neariy proved fatal to 
him ; fch^y were attacked on th u? return, and young Maun, wh ^v s eluded 
education had confined him more to mental than to personal accompl shnients 
was unhorsed, and w <uld have been captured, blit for the prowess of the chief 
<>f Ahore, who took him up b hind him and bore him off in safety. Nothing 
but the turbulence of the chiefs who supported Raja Bheem saved young 
j au ^ s life. A disputed succession has always produced an odious faction • 
and Bheem, who was not disposed to bend to this oiigmohy, appears to have 
bad all. the imprudence of the dethroned Ram Sing: he threatened those m 
trusted with the sie ge lo give them “ ox, n to ride instead of. horses.” The 
chiefs fired at th ii suit, and retired to Ganor.-ih, the principal fief in God war: 
but, disgusted with both parties, instead of obeying the invitation of young 
ilaun they abandoned ihcir country altogether, and sought mj asylum in the 
neighbouring states. Many fiefs were sequestrated, and Neunnj, the ohmf 
o the Oodawut*, was attacked, ar.d after a twelve month's defence, taken; 
ljS hat Regents were ignommiously destroy'd, and the victors, chiefly foreign 
mercenaries, reinforced the blockade cf Jhah re. ‘ 

With th- exile if his partisans and daily diminishing resources, when 
the lower t.»wn was fr.kcn, there appeared no hope for young. Maun. A sniftU 
supply d mill -t'flour was ad the provision left to his half famished garrison 
whose surrender was now calculated upon, when an invi at on name from th* 
l - ik - mmand a tor Maun to repair to his cam], and adding “ diemis new 
tlu* mssterjx was hm <miy to served! On that dav( the 2nd Kartik S 18uo 

KumkH f? ' ears of defonce « hls exhausted, his hlonda 

a P fld(iatl \ from starvation or the sword inevitable, intelligence 
C me f Raja Bheem s demise ! This event, as unlooked for as it was welcome 

rd rrj at firs . t be credited 5 ^ the tender of the homage of the com- 
i m. ir Ln AJaun as his sovereign, though accompanied by a letter fiom the 
V ^ buiuster lnuuraj, was disregarded t il the git.ru Deonath returned from 
tn Lo with confirmation of fci»e happy news, that ;t not a moustache was 
head of tfe'Rph t pies Thither the prince repaired, and was hailed as the 

It ' eS ' 


who bohot iho 
addition to the office 


What worn ti V6ry zer0 oi adverelt y> tha, “ h« foitunes would ascend” 
fluenced his nn l^'dv whereb y the g hosfcl y comforter of Raja Bheem in 
aslrolor/pr l • ? a barometer, we know not; but prophetic gurus, bards, 
nersonfl f' * • 9lclai, s i and all the Vedyas or ‘ cunning men/ + - l - l “ L L 
of com^nnrl ln0eS r V , r ° V * ^ ar, gei‘OU8 companions when, in a' 
the l ower p' 9 d dr "g s a, 'd expounders of dreams, they 
*n *k J Pabzln R their own prognoati atious. 

• , T,>0 ' jfcb <-f Mecsir, 1860 (A. D. 1804', Raja Mr.nn, released from his 

* ’ -ms, Suceee drd to the honours and the feuds of Becjy Sing. He hid ocou- 

Where thie evidenoo of manhood ig 


’ are invested w ith 


not 


of mourning is o;mmon to all India V 
Y J 1 , e * 1,10 hair iB ©at off; often Doth. 

,i , ,,r ‘ scionco :* the term is also used to deni 

^laievor kind 


ioie onwiifi& magic, or ki owiodgo 
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r i, d be 'cushion of Muroo' but a very short period, when the Pokurna chief 
*• took offence,” and nut himself in hostility to his sovereign. The name of 
this croud vassal, tho first in power though only of secondary rank amongst 
the Champawute, was Sowae Sing, with whom now remained the sheath of 
the dagger which held the fortunes of Marco." If tho fulfihneut of ven- 
enai.c* he a virtue. Sowae was the most virtuous son on earth. I he dagger 
of Devi Sing, bequeathed to Subbula, was no imaginary weapon in. .he 
hands of his grandson Sowae, who held it suspended over the head of Raja 
Mo n from his enthronement to his death hour. Soon after Raja Maun s 
nr ov-ion Sowae retired with his partisans, to Champasum, a spot about five 
ml ; c3 from the capital, where the conspiracy was prepared. He told the 
C hi,Mr that the wife of Raja Bheem was pregnant, and prevailed on them to 

fl declaration, that if a son was born, h should be installed on the gad* 
of Joda. They returned in a body to the capital, took the pregnant queen 
from the castle, and ptaced her in a palace in the city, under their own pro¬ 
tection Moreover, they held a council, at which the Raja was present, who 
aB r etf l to recognize the infant, if a male, as the heir apparent of Maroo, and 
to enfeoff him in the appanage of Nagore aDd Sewanoh ; and that if a female, 
she filnuld bo beirothed to a prince of Dhoondar. 

Posthumous births are never failing germs ot discord m these states ; and 
vhn issue us inevitably branded by one party with the title of suppositions. 
It is likewise a common saying, almost amounting to a proverb, that a mala 
ch Id is the uniform result of such a position.. In due cottme, a male intant 
was born ;but, alarmed for its safety, the mother concealed bo>h its birth and 
sc> ami i,lacing it in a basket, conveyed it by a faithful servant from the 
city whence it soon reached Sowae Sing at Pokurn. He bestowed upon it 
the inauspicious name of ‘Dhonkul,’ that is, one born to tumult and strife. 
Tt u fl iid thaf during two - e»rs he kept the birth a profound secret, and it is 
even added, that it might have remained so had Rajah Maun forgot the hjs- 
. , r v of tb« pa. t, and dispensed even-handed ju-tme. Wanting, however, tho 
magnanimity of the Fourth Henry of Franc, who scorned "to reveugo the 
v rouiis of tho Ptince of Navarre,” he reserved his favours apd confidence for 
those Who supported him in Jhalore, whilst h evinc'd his dislike to others 
wno, in obedience to their sovereign, served against him. Of these adherents, 
«nly two chief of note were of his kin and clan ; tho others wero Bhutti 
Rajpoots, and a body of those religious militants called Biskenswcvnis, under 
their Mehnut, or leader, Kaimdas.* 

At the expiration of two years, Rowao communicated the event to tho 
ohiMs of ids party who called upon Raja Maun to redeem h ; s promise and 
isstVihe grant for Nagore and Sewarob. He promised compliance if, upon 
invc- lm tion, the infant prove to be the legitimate, offspring of his predeces¬ 
sor personal fear overcame maternal affection, and tho queen, who remained 
at Jodnoor disclaimed the child. H«- reply b mg communicated to the 
hi,./,- it was for a lime conclusive, and the subject ceased to interest them, 


' They f„l! 
hunnif 


" " . :''T7r rr;,hnn t Bishoa ), They a tv to mod rb well ae the 

rthortoctnna utanta. devoted to Siva. Bother© cclibafcairdit, as goer* 
mor<: roue olais of church ; ; 4 / 7 n) Thcv occasionally route 1: <*i t a «. w n 

imwniifujm mastery (jmi) over eombatfl. At tho colobrated pflaco of y mtnimage, 

m .artplo* <md t#t" . obliged to hav" soldiers tu hoop tho peace, 
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: more especial^ as her concealed accouchement had itever been r>i onerlv 
accounted for. y ™ J 

wna 7i'° Ug u S<WaG ’ witb tis P art y> apparently acquiesced, hi* determination 
was taken; but instead of »n immediate appeal to arms, he adopted a deeper 
scheme of policy, the effects of which he could not have contemplated and 
winch involved Lis own d> struction^and with it the independence of his 
country, which was transferred to strangers, their very antipodes in manners 
religion, and every moral quality. His first act was to procure a more power¬ 
ful protection than Pokurn afforded; and under the guarantee of Chutur 
; B /> a tti, he was sent to the sirna ( sanctuary ) of Abhye Sing of 
-.hetri.f Having so fur succeeded, he contrived an undeiplot, in which"his. 
fc enius tor mtr gun appears not below his reputation as a .soldier, 

7 h !t'\ tC J ri r e ^ hee “ imd niade overtures to the Sana of Mewor for 
This "imnl° hlS daughter ’ bu * J 10 died be - foro the preliminaries were adjust, d 
wound wirk ^T 3 ^tance was deemed sufiBcient by the Champawut for the 
Ell S S T P ‘ 0t ' He contrived to induce the voluptuous Juggut 
XT! * 1 to J P ,,t himself in the place of Raja Bh em, “and 

nuDtial nwok°t the , fair hand of Kishna. This being accomplished, and 
nJi - presents, under a guard of four thousand men, being despatched to 
if K kov/ae intimated to Raja Maan that he would be eternally diwaced 

/„,L r cd “?£*■“ of A" 11 "*• «»"■?»ff“a.wwtJrT.S*! 

to the throne of Maroo, not its occupant, she was promised.” The bail wn« 
gieedny swallowed,and the summons for the Ufier ( or lew en masse' of tlU 
Rah tores was immediately proclaimed. Maun instantly asseibWl !i 
thousand ho se, and joining to them the mercenary kml-'^rir d Jhree 

SS! ” r IT™ o! 

Indignant at this outrage. Juggut Sing lork to arms, and the xnuatcr-book 

deota^d ^inTVaro" “ “* w “ r ™ formally 

to K?7 V - lng u huS T ned the drama » Sowae threw off the mask, and repaired 
Jufg h u fkbL e rT he COnVe L ed thc P retendei ' Hhonkul. to Z Sl :i 
admitted^ io eat Here - hls legitimacy was established by being 

the hen- of ,rom the same, platter with its prince; and his clsim-s as 
‘ placing hinfin thTi W *? Purely ^ acknowledged and advocated, bv his 
Bheem.^ nisc»i«lt POf h ’ 3 aunt * ? n ? of the wives of the deceased'Raja 
the nobles of Marwa-^ f P< T ’ and hc^g.declared thc nephew of Amber, 
those of RaK j( 8 * w '°, d ' .emod - re r. urns of the pretender superior to 

woe the prince of B ’w y ^° 1,eCted T? d v hl ? 8 ! aildarf Amongst hose 
the independents of it- ^ r ’ ,7h ° 90 sample ( he being the most powerful of 
cause, and left that lr tT? uae ^ ?,t oncB 9anotJor,e<1 the justice of Dhonkn's 
with the hereditary r«i- ,a I . Maun almoet Wlfchout 8U Pro't, N'everthrlcv* 
his foes whose Jl-CT? ?l h « race, he advau ced to the frontiers to meet 
ed onehnndred 1 by the Jeypoor prince and the pretend-, exceed- 

wad _; ed .uaand men 1 This contest, the ostensible object of which 


wfh« iVux rv*- v V4 ‘ |V! men I This contiW, tD 6 Ofitcusinie object of which 
X like tbe crnwles of .„d™t cbiklry. wS 

an nmu • mos ^ remote parts of India. Kven the cautious Mahratla felt 


rkntift J * a ° ,Iiyia3 fwina oi JlBuiu- /.veu riub 

s Aro P u]se in ibis rivalry, bojeixi the 3 t»mu]a!ifs of pay and plunder 
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either cause. The weightier purse of Jeypoor was the best argument for the 
justice of his cause and that of the pretender ; while Raja Maun had only 
the gratitude of Holcar to reckon upon for aid, to whose wife and family he 
head given sanctuary when pursued by Lord Lake to the^ At toe. Rut hern 
Sowae again foiled him ; and the Mahratta, then only eighteen miles from 
Maun and who had promised to join him nxet day, made a sudden move¬ 
ment to the south A bribe of £ 100, 000, in bills u t .on Kotah, to be paid 
on Haler's reaching that city, effected this desertion ; which being secured, 
Ju gut Sing and the pretender advanced to overwhelm their antagonist, who 
was posted at, Goengoli. As the armies approached each other, Raja Maun 3 
chiefs rode up to salute him, preparatory, as he thought, to head their cions 
ior the combat ; but it was their farewell obeisance, fho cannon de opened, 
chey rallied under the stftMda*d of th, pret nder, and on Sowae advancing 
on the right of the allied line, so entire was the defection, that overt the 
Mairtea man, whose virtue and boast it is “ to adhere to the thrones) wI k ever 
is the occupant,” de-erted, with the Champa- uts, Jait-awofcs, and minor 
chiefs. Four chief ains alone abided the evi hour of Rnja Mann, nan ly. 
Koochamun, Ah ore, Jlniore, and Neemaj ; and w th their Rio as Moon, arid 
the auxiliary bands of Boom i, he would h *ve rushed into th Hattie. Hin¬ 
dered from this, he attempted his own lif ; b it th •! e u n v - frustrated by 
Seonaih of Koochamun, who dismounted him from h:- • ti 1 ami advis *<i 

his trusting to the fleetness of his steed, while they covered 1 

Raja remarked, He was'the first of his* race whoever disgraced th nanm of 
Rahtorc by showing his back to a Cuchwaha. The position he had taken 
that morning was favourable to retreat, being a mile in advance of the pass 
of ParbutsiA this was speedily gained, and nobly defended by the battalions 
of Booudi. and those of Handall Khan, in the pay of Raja Maun, which rc 
t&rded the pursuit, headed by the Rao of Ooniara. Raja Maim r» ached 
Mairta in safety ; but deeming it incapable of lung resistance, he continued 
h; q hi^bt bv Pee par to the capital, winch h* reached with « sender r, limit*, 
including the four chiefs, who still shared his fort urns. The camp of Raji 
hi in vvmh pill ged. Kighteen guns were taken by Balia Hao Inglia, one of 
Si 1 (ii ■>. comiL.mcb rs, and the lighter effects, the tents, elephants, and bag 
gage, were captured by Meer Khan ; while Parbutsir, and the villages i n the 
neigh 1 ourhood, were plundered. 

Thus far, the .scheme of Sowae and the Pretender advanced with rapid 
aueem When the : Hied army reached Mairta, the prince of Jeypoor, whoso 
object was fcho princess of Me war, proposed to Sow-.e to follow up their good 
fortune, while he repaired to Oodip or, and solemnized the nuptials. But even 
midst of his revenge, Sowae could distinguish * between the cause of 
Sim? and the ffoAi of Marwar : ,f and,to pro note th success of Jeypoor, 
origin 1 ted Hie scheme to s^rve his own vi'ws, was no part f 
only helped out of this dilemma by another, which he 
Not dreaming ‘hat Raja Maun would hold out in the 
oeaiifi 0 f d fence, Hut Supposing he would fly to Jhalrtro, 
id to tue pretender, So.vac. desirous to avoid 
0 the country, halted the army for three 
the Raj had reached 13 rail pur in 
Gaemnui Singwi, n ei\il 

There/' said the Singwi 


in 

Maun Ring 
though ho luv 
hih plan. He was 
could not anticipate, 
capital, which had no 1 
and leave Jml poor to its fate ai 
the iurlhnr advance of ho al i 1 
Java 1X1 MburRi. His foresight 
- il ■ 1 1 lif Ihi^lort when a 
officer iu his train, ho changed 


cot 


- m 

yah con 
the suggestion 
bin intention. 



an^alk of mahwar 



^Tays Jodpoor only nine eoss to the right, while Jhalore is sixteen further ; it 
is as easy to.gain the one as the other, and if 3 r ° u can not hold out in the 
capital, what chance have you elsewhere? while you defend your throne your 
cause is not 1031/’ Raja Maun followed the advice, reached Jodpoor in a few 
hours, and prepared for his defence. This unexpected change, and the halt 
of the allied army, which permitted the diapers id bands to gain the capital, 
defeated the schemes of Sswae. 

With a body of three thousand men, selected from Hundall Khan's 
brigade, the enrps of Bishehswarms, under Kaimdas, anr* one thousand 
foreign, Rajpoots,* consisting of Chohans, Bhattis, and Eendos ( the ancient 
lord of Mundor ), Raja Maun formed a garrison of five thousand men, on 
whom he could depend. »So ample did he deem this numb r, that ho des¬ 
patched strong garrisons from Huudall’s brigade, with some Deora Rajpoots, 
to garrison Jhalore, and preserve the dis f ant castlo of Amerhotc from surprise 
by the Sindies. Having thus provided against the storm, he fearlessly 
awaited the result. But so alienated was his mind from his kindred, that ho 
Would not even admit to the honour of defending his throne the four iaithfu 
chieftains who, in the general desertion, had abided by hri fortunes. To all 
their entreaties to bo received into, the castlo, that c; they might defend the 
hangras ( battlements ) of Joda,” he rep’icd, they might defend the city if 
they pleased ; and disgusted with such a return for their fidelity, they in 
creased the train of hi* opponents, whe soon encompassed Jodpoor. 

The town, little capable of defence, was taken and given up to utllicen* 
ed plunder ; and with the exception of Filodi, which was gallantly <h fended 
tor three months, and given to Bikaneer as the reward of its al ia ice, the an 
of the pretender was proclaimed throughout Marwar, and hir allies only 
awaited the fall of the capital, which appeared inevitable, to proclaim him 
king. But a circumstance occured, which, awakening the patriotism of the 
Rahtores, thwarted those fair prospects, relived Raja M H aun from his r>< uh 
and involved his adversaries in the net of destruction which they had woven 
for him. 

The siege had lasted five months without any diminution of tho ardour 
of the defenders ; and although the’ defences of the north-east angle vere 
destroyed, the besiegers, ha\ mg a perpendicular rock of eighty feof to ascend 
be for 0 they could get to the breach, wore not nearer their object, and. in 
fact, without shells, the castle of Joda would laugh a siege to scorn. Tho 
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This appeal proved a lest of their zeal They abandoned the pretender, and! 
procoeded direct to the camp of Ameer Khan. It required no ] owerful 
rhetoric to detach him from the cause and prevail upon him to advocate 
that of Raja Maun ; nor could they have given him better counsel towards 
this end, than the nroposal to carry the war into the enemy’s country : to 
attack "nd plunder Jeypoor, now left unguarded. At this ciitical moment, 
■,he Jeypoor prince, in consequence of the representation of the Marwar 
chiefs, had directed his comm^nder-in chief, Seolal', to chastise Meer Khan 
for his lawless conduct. SeoUli put a stop to their deliberations, attacked 
and drove thorn acro-s the Looni, s-irprised them at Govingurh, again in a 
IPghb attack a/ Hursoo i, and pursued the Khan to Phaggi, at the very 
frontier of Jeypoor, Astonished at hi9 own success, and little aware that the 
chase was in the direction projected by his enemy, Seolal! deemed he had 
accomplished h-s orders in driving him out of Marwar ; halted, and leaving 
his camp, repaired to Jeypoor to partake of its festivities. The Khan, who 
with his allies had reached Peeploo near Tonk, no sooner heard of this, than 
railed to hi9 aid the heavy brigades of Mahomed Shah Khan and Rnja 
Buhad rf then besieging Iserdoh ), and availed himself of the imprudent 
absence of his foe to gain over the Hydrabad Rasalct , a legion Well known in 
the prodarory war3 of that period. Having effected this object, he assailed 
the Jeypoor force, which, notwithstanding this defection and the absence of 
its commander, fought with great valour, the battalions of Heer.i Sing being 
no n >'y cut to pieces. The action ended in the entire defeat of the Jeypurians, 
and the capture « f their camp, gun.-*, and equipage. Prompted by the Rah- 
terc ohiofGains, whose va our led to this result, Meer Khan rapidly followed 
up his success, and Jeypoor was dismayed by the presence of the victor at her 
gates. Th:* generalship of the Khan was the salvation of Raja Maun ; it 
dissolved the confederacy and fixed the doom of Sowae, its projector. 

The tempest had been some time gathering ; the Rajas of BikanCer and 
Shapoora bad already withdrawn from the confederacy and marched home, 
like <1 lap of thuuder, the effeminate Cuchwaha, who had in the outset of 
this erufiadc looked to a full harvest both of glory and * f !ove, learned that 
bus army was annihilated, and his capital invested by the Khan and a hand- 
fui of Rahiore3. Duped by the representations of Sowae, Rae Chund, DeWan 
or prime minister of Jeypoor, concealed for some days these disasters from 
his sovereign, who received the intelligence by a spe-i il messenger sent by 
rifi queen mother. Enraged, perplexed, and alarmed for his personal safety, 
he broke up the siege, and sending on in advance the spoils of Jodpo r 
including forty i ieces of cannon), with bis own chieftains/ he sent for the 
MubrnvU leader.^* and offered them £120,000 to escort him in safety to Ida 
cat Uut ; nay, he secretly bribed, with a bond of £00,000 more the author 
of hie disgrace, Ameer Khan, not to intercept his retieat, which was signally 
ignominious, burning his tents and equipage at every stage, and at length 


Brvpoo Sindia, BHia Bio Inglfo. with ti.e brigade o!’ Jean Baptist , a11 Slndia'a 
poailimt?. This wan uarV 4n iSOft. 'I'h® author wag thou in Sindian camp and saw 
'VP-' » w.jhad'>tf; and in in a geographical tour, io ptnctrufcod to Jeyooor, e^ii' 
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his own hand destroying hi^ favourite elephant, which (1 wanted «ipeed 
tor the rapidly of his flight. 5 ' 

But the indignitiee he had to suffer were not over. Tho chieftains 
whose sagacity and valour had thus diverted tho storm from Raja Maun, 
determined that no trophies of Ilahtore digrace should enter Jeypoor, united 
their ciaus about twenty miles east of Mairfca, on the line of retreat, appoint¬ 
ing Induraj Singvvi their leader. This person, who bad held the office of 
"Bewail under two predecessors of Raja Maun, was driven to a temporary 
defection from the same suspicions which made the chiefs join the pretender. 
But they resolved to wash away the stain of ti is brief alienation from Raja 
Maun with the blood of his enemies, and to pre>ent as the token of returning 
fidelity tho recaptured trophies. The encounter t< ok place on the joint 
frontier It was short, but furious ; and the Cuehwahag, who cou d not 
withstand the Rabtores, were defeated and dispersed, and the spoils o? the 
spoiler, including the forty cannon, were safely lodged in Kcchamufi, 
Flushed with success, the vict ra addre>sed the Raja of Kishem f urh, who, 
though a Rahtore, had kept aloof, to advance funds to secure the continu¬ 
ance of Meer Khan’s aid. Two lakhs of rupees v £20,0()0) effect.: ! this ob¬ 
ject ; and the Khan, pledging himself to continue his support to Raja Maun, 
repaired to Jodpoor. Tho four chiefs who had thus signalized themselves ^ 
preceded him, and were received with open arms; their offences we re for¬ 
given, and their estates restored, while Iuduraj was appointed Bukshe® 
ox commandtr of the forces. 



CHAPTER XV- 




Meer Khan's reception tit Jodpoor. —Engages to extirpate Soivae s faction. 
Interchanges tile Urns with the Raja.—The Khan repairs to A ugOre.— 
IHtervii n’ with So’cae. — Swears to support the Pretendei .—Massacre of 
the Raj, out chiefs.- Pretend-, r flies.—The Khan plunders A agore.—Re¬ 
ceives £100,000 from Raja M a mi. — Jeypoor over-run.— Brkaneer 
alt d.~- M> r Khan obtains the ascendancy in MarioUr .—Garrisons 
Wi'/orv with his Radians.—Partitions of lands amongst las chiefs. Com- 
mowls the salt laics of Nowah and Bombhnr.—The Minister Induraj 
and, high priest Thonath assassinated.-—Raja Mann's reason affected. - 
Pis seclusion.—Abdication in favour of his son Chuttur thing .—He falls 
the victim of illicit pursuits .— Madness of Raja Maun increased.— Its 
cans' : —tiuyp&ioM of the Raja having sacrificed Induraj.—The oligarchy . 
U.nUd by Salim Sing of Pokurn, son of S owae, assumes the charge of the 
Qoicrnnunt. Epoch of‘British universal supremacy.—Treaty with Mar- 
war framed during the ngency of Clutter Sing. Uc oligarchy, on his 
death, offer the gadi of Mar war to the house, of Ldur. Rejected. 

R, -t si.us'—Rina Maun entreated to resume the reins of power—Evidence 
thru his madnt •«« teas feigned.-The Rajdissatisfied -ith certain stipula- 
iiems\f the tnah /.—A British officer sent to Joclpoor.—Akin Chund chief 
of the civi-l administration.—Salim Sing of Pokurn chief minister 
Opposition led ly Futleh Raj—British troops offered to le placed at the 
Raja's disposal—Offer rejected.—Reasons—British agent returns to 
\jmnr,-Permanent agent appointed to the court of Raja Maun.—Arrives 
at. .h.d poor. —Condition of the capital—Interviews with the Raja.— 
(if,,,- u to be attained described. —Agent leaves Jodpoor. General segues - 
n ations of the fie/s.—Raja M ion apparently relapses into his old apathy. 
— IIA deep dissimulation. Circumvents and seises the faction,— l/icir 
wealth sequ ,drated.—Their ignominious death—Immense resources de¬ 
rived: from sequestrations.—Raja Mann’s thirst for blood.—Fails to entrap 
ohdiets—The Neemaj chief attacked.—His gallant defence.—Slain .— 
T/it Pokurn chief escapes.'—hutteh Raj becomes minister. Raja Mttarcs 
epoch to him.—Enema] attacked.—Surrender.—-Baja M aun’i infamous 
vil lain.,1 of Ids pledge. Noble conduct of the mercenary commander.— 
Coin Mary tad. of the whole aristocracy of Marwar—Received ly the 
■nipfiberning princes.—Mann's gross ingratitude to Anar Sing—The 
f,d,:l chief., apply to the British Government, winch refuses to mediate.— 
Raft Maun loses the opportunity of fdmng the constitution of M arwar.- 
Hat 1 iom\ 
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of Eurb Lits,’" with an advance of three lakhs, or £30,000, fur the immediate 
payment of his bonds. 

On the raising of the seige of Jodpoor, Sovvae conducted the Prefccndt-r 
to the appanage uf the heirs of Marwar, the city of Nagore. There they 
were deliberating as to their future plans, when a message was brought from 
Ameer Khau from Moondhiawur, ten miles distant, begging permission to 
perforin his devotions at the .“brine of the Mooslem saint Peer Tarkeen, the 
sole relic of the Islamite which Bukht Sing had spared. Bis request being 
complied with, he with a slight cavalcade left his camp, and having gonu 
t: rouwh the mummeries of devotion, paid his respects to Sowue. When 
about to take leave, he threw out hints of Raja- Maun’s ungrateful return 
for his se rvices, and that his legions might have been better employed. 
Sowae greedily caught at the bait 3 he desired the Khan to name his terms, 
a»,d olleied £ 200,000 on the day that ihonkul should poasess the yadi of 
Jodpoor. Th • Khan accepted the conditions and ratified th^ engagement on 
the Koran, and to add to the solemnity of the pledge, he exchanged turbans 
with Sowae. This being done, he was introJuced to the pretender, received 
the usual gifts, pledged his life in his cause, took leave, and returned to his 
camp, whither he invited ihe prince and his chiefs on the following day to 
accept of an entertainment. 

On the morning of tho 19th of Cheit, S. 1804 (A. T). ISOS ;, Sowae, 
attended by the chief adherents of the pretender and about five hundred 
followers. r< paired to the camp of the Khan, who had made every preparation 
for ihe more effectual perpetration of the bloody and perfidious deed he 
meditated. A spacious tent was pitched in the centre of his camp for the 
reception of his guesis, and cannon were loaded with grape roauy to bo 
turned against them. The visitors were received with the most distin¬ 
guished courtesy ; turbans were again exchanged 3 the dancing-girls wero- 
introduced and nothing but festivity was apparent. The Khau arose, and 
making an excuse to his guests for a momentary absence, retired. The dan¬ 
cing continued, when at the word l< duyga” pronounced by the musicians* 
down sunk the tent upon the unsuspicious Rajpoots, who fell an easy prey to. 
t he ferocious Pathans, Forty-two chieftains were thus bu'chercd in the very 
sanctuary of hospitality, and the heads of the most distinguished were sent 
10 Raja Maun. Their adherents, taken by surprise, wore slaughtered by the 
soldiery, or by cannon charged with grape, as they fled. The pretender 
escaped from Nagore, which was plundered by the Khan, when not only &U 
the property of the party," but tho immense storesleft by Bukht Sing, inclu¬ 
ding chreo hundred pieces of cannon, were taken, and sent to Sambhur and 
uth » strong-holds held by the Khan. Having thus fulfilled his instructions, 
ho repaired to Jodpoor, and received ten lakhs or ^ 100 , 000 , and two large 
towns, Moondhiawur and Kooohilawas, of thirty thousand rupees annual 1 out 
besides one hundred rupees daily for table-allowance, as the reward of hia 
signal infamy. 

Thus, by the murder of Sowae and his powerful parfcizans, the confeder¬ 
acy against Raja Maun was extinguished ; but though the Raja had thio, 
miraculously as it. were, defeated the gigantic schemes formed against him, 
the mode by which it was effected entailed upon him and u^ou uia cotmcry 
unexampled miseries. The destruction of the party of the preteudu was 
followed by retaliation on tho various members of the league. The Jeypoor 
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was laid waste by tho troops of Meer Khan, and an expedition was 
planned .- gaiust Bikaneer. An army cons’sting of twelve thousand of Raja 
Maun’s feudal levies, under the command <*f Induraj, with a biigade of Meer 
Khan, and that of Hundail Khan with thirty-five guns, marched against the 
chief of the independent Rahtores. The Bikaneer Raja formed an army little 
inferior in number?, and gave his suzerain the meeting at Baj ri ; but after a 
partial encounter, in which the former lost two hundred men, he fell back 
upon his capital, pursued by the victors, who halted at Gujnair, Here terms 
were offered two lakhs as the expenses of the war, and the surrender of tho 
Lone of contention, the town of Filodi, which had been assigned to Bikaneer 
a 3 the prico of joining the confederacy. 

The Khan was now the arbiter of Mar war. He stationed Ghufoor 
Khan wi'ha garrison in Nagore, and partitioned the lands of Mairta 
among zb hi? followers. He likewise placed his garrison in the castle of 
Nowah, w hich gave him the command of the salt-lakes of Nowah and Sarn- 
rihur. Induraj and the high-priest Deonath were the only counse lors of Raja 
Maun, and ali tho oppressions ivhich the chieftains suffered through this 
predominant foreign interference, w r ere attributed to their advice. To cut 
them off, tho chiefs in their turn applied to Aimer Khan, who for seven lakhs 
(£70,000), readily consented to rid them of iheir enemies. A plot was laid, 
in which some of his Patha/.s, under pretence of quarrelling with IndurAj for 
their arrears, put this minister and the high priest to death, 

The loss of Deonath appeared to affect the reason of Raja Maun. He 
ehut himself up in his apartments, refused to communicate with any one, and 
soon omitted evrry duty, whether political or religious, until at length ho was 
recommended to name his only son Chuttur Sing and his successor. To this 
he Lcceded, and with his owm hand made the mark of inauguration on hi? 
forehead. But youth and base panders to his pleasures seduced him from his 
duties, and he died, some say, the victim of illic it pin suits, others from a 
wound given by tho hand of one of the chieftains, whose daughter ho attemp¬ 
ted to seduce. 

The premature death of his only son, before he had attained the years of 
majority, still moro alienated the mind of Raja Maun from all state affairs, 
aiul his" suspicions of treacherous attemp:s on his person exteuded even to 
his wife. Ho refused all food, except that which w r as brought by one faithful 
menial. He neglected hia ablutions, allowed his face to be covered with hair, 
and at length either was, or affected to be insane. Ho spoke 10 no one, and 
Jisr.'u with the apathy of an idiot to the oommurieafcions of the ministers, 
who were compelled to carry on the government. By many it is firmly be- 
li* *cd that : he part bo thus acted was fingned, to escape the snares laid for 
his life ; whi!$ others think that it was a melancholy mania, arising from 
remorse at having consented to the murder of Induraj, which incidentally 
involved that of the Guru* In short, his alliance with the atrocious Khan 
c> p<> rd h : m to the suspicion of a participation in his crimes, which the tout 
f *f his policy to<> much favoured. In this condition the government b ing 

managed by aii oigarchy headed by Salim Sin g ( 6on 1 f Sow®)—did Raja 

idatm remain, until the tide of tvents cairied the aims of Britain even to the 
desert of M uroo. 

Whf n, in 1817, we invited the Rajp< ots to disunite trum tho predatory 

* Yz r tho charoewr of tliii priest, S«.o <V., I p- <391. 
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ers t and to join us in establishing order throughout India, the young son 
of Raja Maun, or rather his ministers, sent envoys to Delhi. But are the 
treaty was ratified, this dissipated youth was no more. On this event, the 
Pokurn faction, dreading Raja Mann's resumption of the government, ma-fe 
an application to Edur for a son to adopt as their sovereign. But splendid 
as was the offer, the Raja, who had but one son, rejected it, unless., unani¬ 
mity being unattainable, the faction had no alternative save the restoration 
of Raja Maun ; but it was in vain they explained the new position oi Mar- 
war, the alliance with the English, which awaited his sanction, and the 
necessity that he, as the last prop of royal family, should resume the reins 
of jjower. He listened to all with the most apathetic indifference. But 
although he saw in this new crisis cf the political condition of his country, 
motives for effecting his escape from bondage, his mind was so tutored by 
bitter experience that he never for an instant betrayed its workings. When 
at length he allowed himself to comprehend the full nature of the change:* 
which made even the faction desire his egress from solitude, so far from ex¬ 
pressing any joy, he even disapproved of part of the treaty, and especially 
the article relating to the armed contingent of his vassals to be at the dis¬ 
posal of the protecting power, in which he wisely saw the germ of discord, 
from the certainty of interference it would lead to. 

It was in December 1817 that the treaty* was negotiated at Delhi by 
a Barhmin named Beas Bishen Rain, on the part of the regent prince, and 
in December 1818, an officer of the British governmentf was deputed to 
report on its actual condition. Not-withstanding tho t«»tal disorganization 
of the government, from the combination of causes already described, tho 
court had lost nothing of its splendor or regularity ; the honour of all was 
concerned in preserving the dignity of the ‘GWi/ though its incumbent was 
an object of distrust and even detestation. The ministry at this period was 
conducted by Akhi Chund (T)etcan) ; and Scalim Sing of Pokurn, as the re¬ 
presentative of the aristocracy, with the title of bhanjgnj. All the garrisons 
and offices of trust throughout the country were held by the creatures of a 
junto, of which these were the heads. There was, however, already the nuc¬ 
leus of an opposition in the brother of the murdered minister, named Futteh 
Raj, who was entrusted with the care of the city. The instructions of tho 
agent were to offer the aid of the British government towards the settlement 
of Raja Maun’s affairs; and at a private interview, three days after the 
agent's arrival troop9 were offered to be placed at his disposal. But the 
wariness of his character will be seen in the use he made of this offer. He- 
felt ihat that the lever was at hand to crush faction to tho dost ; and with 
a Machiavelian caution, he determined that the existence of this engine 
should suffice ; that its p »wer should be felt, but never seen • that lm should 
enjoy ail the advantages this influence would give, without risking any of 
its dangers if called into action. Thus, while he rejected, though with thanks 
the e.‘/ .ntial benefit tendered, qualifying his refusal with a sufficient reason 
-^reliance on himself to restore his state to order”—ho failed not to dis 
seminate the impression amongst his cbiefo, which wa$ enough for his pur- . 
pose, and which besides chocked the dictation and interference that uniform*' 
ly result from such unequal alliances. 

* 8oo treaty. Appendix No. 11. 

t Hr, Wilder, uaporiatoudeut of the district Ajiuero. 
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Energetic councils and rapid decision arc unknown to Asiatic govern¬ 
ments, whose subjects are ever prone to suspicion whenever unusual activity 
Is visible; and Raja Maun had been schooled into circumspection from his 
infancy. He appeared anxious to bury the past in oblivion, by choosing men 
oi both parties for the inferior duties of the ministry ; and the blandness of 
his manners and his conciliatory address, lulled the most suspicious into 
security. After a short residence, the agent returned to Ajmere, having in 
vnin tried ao convince Raja Maun that his affairs were irretrievable without 
the direct aid of the paramount power, which ho persisted in repudiating, 
assigning as his reason that he felt convinced, from “the measures then in 
train,” he should accomplish the task himself: of these measures conciliation 
appeared to be the basis. 

At this periond* an envoy was appointed, with powers direct from <he 
Governor-General to Raja Maun, but he was f >r some months prevented 
from proceeding to his court, from various causes.f 

The agent, who reached Jodpoor early in the month of November, found 
matters in r,early the same state as on his predecessor’s departure in Febru¬ 
ary. The same faction kept the prince and all tho officers of government at 
their disposal. The Raja interfered but little with their measures, except 
ro acquiesce i Or confirm them. The mercenary bands of Sindies or Pat ha ns 
were in miserable plight and clamorous for their pay, not bavin gt been ac¬ 
counted with for three years ; and they were to be seen begging in the 
ntreets of Capital, of ha voting bund less of forage on their heryhs to preserve 
them from stirvatio . On the approach of the agent of the British Govern¬ 
ment, the forms of accounts were gone through, and they gave in acquit- 


* In February 1819, the author had th ■ political duties of Merwar added to those of the 
states of Oodipoor, Kotah, Boondl, mid Siroh:. 

t One of these w^-3 an unpleasant altercation, which took pi?.ce between the town«-pe-plo 
of the Commercial Mart of Palli ami an English gentleman, sent unofficially to feci his way 
as to the o.rtonsion of commercial ontt rprizo, carrying specimens of the staple eoinm . ii - s 
of our trade. This intnrferen'O with the very fountain-head of thoir trade al*rmod tho 
munopoliiiic of Pali*, who, dreading sncli competition, created or took advantage of (m 
iucidcat to rid thcmselr 08 of the intruder. The commercial men of these legions altnos all 
profofithe Jain religion, whoso flrtit rale of faith is the preservation of fife, in beast as in 
i.-on. dy t hem thorotbre, fcbf piecogoo la, the hi 'ad-olelhs and metals of the f’hristinn trad 
wore* only less abhorred than lin* fioeh-pot-s. and tho blood of the goats sworn to have been 
f’o 1 by lo-servants within t bounds of Palli, rose in judgment ngainst lh-ir i; a*t< v -f 
whom a formal complaint wa> laid before Baja Maun. It lost, none of its acrimony in <*>n.incr 
thr ugh the Imnnef of his internnueio at Oodipoor, the Brahruin. Bisheu Ham. Mr. Rutherford 
re ’o'! d the c arge. and au investigation took place at thecnpii»d on c R fh, upon which r.s 
, he ir^rchiini and the governor of Pulli ( a nephew of the ir.ii i cr). could not nbsm ltbUe 
their charye, the latter was severely reprimanded for hie *nei-lit.y. But whether \ in- atrvv twi 
true or fpd«e. it was quite enough f r their purj.«.•*<•. fbe interdict between Mr. Kuic»*f *rd and 
the inhabitants of Palli was more effectual than fci c Sanitary cordon of any prince in Chri a-n. 
dom. Tho fooling of resentment against him reached the agent of govnnment, who was 
obliged to support what appeared the cause of truth, even p. 
before their own judgmont-n 
t'i fa< tion which th 

to mchidit the same _, HHHHHpiHHHBHHHHHpHBnP 

toi of recommendation from tho agent, it was less strongly martiiosteo. j furnished 
i cnee U, tt » „ lir h interference.would never - creed. It m well his milieu d.d n,>e app« r fo 
he sanotio government . V» hat evil might not be effected by permitting unreutrintod 

io'tm imi , iit|..; T . ii*do with eurh people, who can. and do obrnin an thy roqni-o of our 
(ln»-o wi„i,., u( , ;O0O ncc of the r^ffurers. who. whether within, or l cithoat. the j> (l | 0 0 j 

th Comj>iniy u ,-rv jrb, will not I trn.-t he Prematurely .f-rred on Rajpootuua, or it will ussured- 
)y f * J ° day of Inevitable separation I 


t rorteiumenl against in m * •-*■;•■** *‘ 1 ngenr ot gownment, who was 
liafc npp» ared the caur oftr’ii.i, even according to fho deposition,mode 
gmont-ncat, nnd he Vfis t ^uecfjueid Jy deemed mimical to, the prince and 
mi gnid-d his councils. Mi K *T t i c • d.,d afl nr wards to Kniah, 

ie wares , hut lv vwis there equally n. cl\j* ot of jo. lr tiry. ihcnph from 
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UnceS in full of all demands, on condition of receiving thirty per cant, of 
fchair arrears ; but inis was only a form, and with hid departure (in about 
three weeks), they despaired even of that. 

The name of justice was unknown:—though, in allusion to the roli^;i< n 
of the men in power, it was common to hear it said, "you may commit mur 
der and no one will notice, itf; but woe to him who beats or maims a brut?, 
for dogs aro publicly fud while the soldier starve?.*' In short, the sole obj.or 
of the faction was to keep at a distance all interposition that might, lead the 
prince to emancipate himself from their control. During the agent’s stay of 
nearly three weeks, he had several private interviews with Raja Matin* The 
knowledge he had of the history of his ancestry and his own situation, and 
of the cause which had produced it, failed not to b get a corresponding con¬ 
fidence ; and these interviews were passed in discussions on the ancient 
history of the country as well as on his own immediate affairs The n^enb 
took leave with these words: “I know all the perils through which you have 
passed: I am aware how you surmounted them By your resolution, your 
external enemies are now gone: you have the British Government as t» friend* 
rely upon it with the same fortitude, and, in a very short, time, all will hj 
as you could desire/’ 

Raja Maun listened eagerly to these observations. His fWic feature, 
though trained to bear no testimony to the workings within, relaxed with 
delight as he rapidly replied, “In one twelvemonths, tny affaiis ' ill Lc as 
friendship could wish” To which the agent rejoined, “In half the time* 
Maharaja, if you are determined:” though the points to which he h . • io 
direct hi' mind were neither few nor slight, lor they involved every branch 
of government $ as 


1. Forming an efficient administration; 

2. Consider tion of the finances : the condition of the crown laud?. , 
the feudal confiscations, which, often unjust, had caused great discontent. 

3’ Ihc re-organization and settlement of the foreign troop.-, on whose 
Service the Raja chit fly depended* 

c fi' oc ^ ve police on all tiio frontiers, to put down the whoh-sMe* 
jphh go of the Mairs in the south, the Larkhanis in the north, and the desert 
bahraes and Khosas in the west ; reformation of the tariff, for *cule of duties 
on comrnerre, which were so heavy a3 almost to amount to prohibition . and 
at ton same time to provide for its security. 

Scare ,y had the agent left Jodpoor* before the faction, rejoiced at *bo 
jrernw. , ot the only restraint on their narrow-minded views, pv(o<<!ed in i)m 
career of disorder * Whether the object were to raise funds, or to grfilin 

ancient animosities, the course pursued by the Deuan. and his iufn > was tlm 
Ganorah* the chcif fief of Godwar. was put under s^uestruion, a, d 
°"'ll*- u by a fi,ie of .more than a years revenue. All the bun r duels 
• LS , r l | atl ff Qr ^d in the same manner, besides, the indignity f having 

tneir lands placed under the control of a brother of the nuuiat* r. Char lav, \ 
was put under sequestr tion, and only released on a very heavyfmo* A< 
«ngth the Dewan had tho audacity to put his hand on Auwa, oh id 
of u-irwar , but the descendant of Chaiupa replied, <v my <state is not of 
U ‘V nor fehi.o a >> Gioom, mistrust* ami rt'..sontoj6Ufc> 

in]>' ible faction spn ting wqifv 
industriously tiio^ao'atcd f 

1£l 


‘V, nor thus to be relinquished. 
v . d yhe whole feudal body. Tln.ys.t 
thoir honour and possessions, from an 
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ANNALS OF MAHWAB. 

that ar unseen but mighty power waa at hand to support their.atifci,. given 
out as those of the prince! If the Raja did dictate them, he took especial care 
that it should not be seen ; for in the absence of the British agent, he once 
more resumed his sequestered habits, and appeared to t'lke no interest in the 
government further than to promote a coalition between Akhi Chund and 
.Futteh fta,, who was supported by a strong party ci tho chiefs, and the in¬ 
fluence of the favourite queen. But Akhi Chund, who commanded, through 
,h*i creatures, all the resources of tho country, and its strong-holds, even to 
th« castle of Jodpoor, rojected these overtures, and feigning that there were 
plots against his personal safety, left the City ; and the better to exclude h'S 
idv.saries from the prince, resided entirely in the citadel. 

3x* .nonths had thus fled. The fiat of Akhi Chuwl was supreme ; he 
atono was visible ; his orders alone were obeyed. Raja Maun was only heard 
of asaa automaton, moving as the Dewan pleased. But while the latter was 
thus basking in the full sunshine of prosperity, enriching himself and his 
dependents, execrated by the nobles and envied by his fellow-citizens, they 
L< ard of his foil! Then, the insanity of his master proved to be but a cloak 
to the intensity of his resentment. But a blind revenge would not have 
satisfied Raja Maun. The victims of his deep dissimulation, now in manac¬ 
le, were indulged with hopes of life, which, with the application of torture, 
made them reveal the plunder of prince and subject. A schedule of forty 
lakhs r ,£400,000, was given in by the Dewan and his dependents, and 
their account- being settled in this world, they were summarily dismissed to 
the oUier, with every mark of ignominy whi' li could add to the horrors of 
death. Nugji, the Kelledar , and misleader of the late regent prince, with 
Muolji Dandul, one of the old allodial stock, had each a cup of poison, and 
iheir bodies wtre thrown over the‘‘Gat of V r ictorv ( FuttehVol ). Jevaraj, 
a fc.the: of the Dandul, with Bctfcuri-das Kheechie, and the tailor. Lac. 
their he;«ds shaved, and their bodies were flung into tae cascade beneath. 
Even the sacred character of <f expounder of the VedfisJ } and that of re veal or 
of *he ser-rets of heaven/ yielded no protection ; and Beas Seodas, with bri- 
ifiahen, Jothhc, the astrologer, were in the long list of proscriptions. Nugji, 
commandant of the citadel, and Moo'ji, had reiired on the death of the regen t 
pnree ; and with the wealth they had accumulated, while administering to 
his folhos, had erected palaces of strength. On the restoration of Baja Maun, 
and tin; general amnesty which prevailed, they returned to their ancient 
in the cuttle, rose into favour, and forgot they had been traitors. 
Having oUained their person*, Maun secured the ancient jewels of the crown 
bestowed on those favourites during the ephemeral sway of his son. Their 
condemnation then passed, and they were hurled over the battlements 
of the rock which it was their duty to guard. With such consummate skill 
waa tho pint centred, that the creatures of the minisu r, in the most remote 
districts were imprisoued simultaneously with himself. Of the many *nbordi 
oate agents thus confined, many were liberated on the disclosure of thnr 
wealth and by these sequestrations, Raja Maun obtained abundant sup* 
pirn, The enormous sum of a crcre, or near one million sterling, was stated , 
but if they y ielded 6ne-half (and thie was not uuhkely), they gave the means 
wlttoii he wa. not slow to use, for tho prosecution of what he termed a junt 
punishment, though it better deserves the name of savage revenge. Had U 
fee**: Ufctiaftad with inflicting th* lwt penalty of the law on the nefarious 
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Chund, arul some of the household officers whose fidelity ought ovav to 
be firm, and with tho sequestration of the estates of some two or three of the 
vassals whose power had become dangerous, or their treason too manifest to 
be overlooked, he would have commanded tho services of the rest, and the 
admiration of all conversant with those events. But this first success added 
fuel to his revenge, and he sought out more noble victims to glut it. Hi^ 
circumspection and dissimulation were strengthened, not relaxed, by hit; 
success. Several of the chiefs who were marked out for death, had receiv¬ 
ed, only a few days before, the highest proof of favour in additional lands to 
their rent-roll, and accident alone prevented a group of the most conspicuous* 
from falling into the snare which had inveigled Akhi Chund. Salim Smg of 
Pok urn, and his constant associate Soortan of Neemaj, with Anar Sing of 
Ahore, and the minors of their dans, whose duty daily carried thern^ to the 
court, as the chief advisers of the prince, formed a part of the administration 
of the Dewan, and they naturally took alarm upon his confinement To 
obviate this, a deputation was sent by ihe prince to tranquillize them by tho 
assurance that, in the confinement of the minister, whose rapacity and mis¬ 
conduct deserved punishment, the Raja had attained all hie on *9. Thus 
in order to encompass the destruction of the Pokurn chief, ho would not have 
scrupled to involve all the rest. The prince, with his own mouth, desired 
the confidential servant of Anar Sing, who was his personal friend, to attend 
with the others. Their distrust saved him. The same night,the mercenary 
bmds, to the number of eight thousand men, with guns, attacked SoorU* 
Sing in his dewlling. With one hundred and eight of his clan, ho defended 
himself against great guns and small arms, as long as the house was tenable 
and then sallied out sword in hand, and, with his brother and eighty of hi* 
Mn, fell nobly in the midst of his foes. The remainder retreated with their 
anas to defend Neemaj and their infant chief. This gallant defence, in which 
many of the towns-peonle were slain, prevented a repetition of the attempt 
against the Pokurn chief, who remained on the defensive ; untill, scein : au 
opportunity, he fled to his asylum in the desert* or he would that day have 
renounced‘The sheath of the dagger which held the fortunes of Marwar/’ 
and which now contained the accumulated revenge of four generations: of 
Deo .Sing, of Subbulla, of Sowao, and his awiu His death would have 
terminated this branch of Ajit's issue, adopted into the house of Pfkurn, hi 
the history of which we have a tolerable picture of the precariouiness of ex¬ 
ist a nee in Mar war.* 

What better commentary oan be made on Raja Mauifs character, than 
the few recorded words addressed to Fuefch Raja, whom ho sent for to th* 
Presence on the day succeeding these events ? “New you may perceive ihe 
rcaso a why I did noi sooner give you office.” This individual, the broth 
of the late Induraj, was forthwith installed in the post of Dewan ; ami 


In a letter ad-lrosaed to the Government on these events, datod July 7. 1820, 1 obsej 
tw -The danger fe, that success may tempt him to gb bej liQ0 of necessity, oithor 

for the ends of justice or security. If he stops, with the Pckuru ohiet r.ar two inferior, 

concerned in the coalfbon of 1806 and the usurp itinn of his son, with the condign pauiahmout 
of a few of the civil office re it will afford a high opinion of hi* character : tun if ho iuvolvoo 
Ahwa, and the other principal chiefs, in thr.se proscriptions, he may provoke ^ itrifo wnidb 
'•iff yot overwhelm him. Ho haodone em-ugh fr.ijitt.ioe, an ! ''* rr ‘ 1 ^O’lge, whiuh h m 

b^*n carried too far as regards ftoorUa .8iog, wheat death (which lamcerely regrot? wm a 
prodigal 
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tho inews of war provided by the Jute sequestrations, the troops wer« 
1 wnilbv the linni -s-ion so s mIu ously pro agated and b< h ved that 
h • hi/ : , o lin th Biitfeh pow r for what aid her.rqt ired. .the whole 
f i trial .»iiy w is • : and the men, who would have h - tied the tyrant 

from hi. i liroii®, no v only sought to avoid his insidious snares, more dang¬ 
erous than op-iii force. 


Neemaj was b ‘ * :ed -md nobly defended; but at length the son of 
Soorfcan ‘v . ulat on receiving the sign-manual of his prince promising 
pardon and iv to ation. g i .ran teed by the commander or the mercenary 
binds. To the eternal dbg ace of the Raja, he broke this pledge, and 
>ho boy ha» scare Iv appeared in the besieging camp, when the civil 
o£oer produced the Raja’s mandate foi his captivity and transmission to 
the pieaei.ee. If it u mvinfil to record this fact, it io pleasing to add, that 
. w.h *he mcr criary commander spurned the infamous injunction. ‘‘No** 
said he ; “on tlm faith of my pledge ( biicfmn ) he surreud red ; and if tho 
ltd i breaks his word, I will maintain mine, and at least place kirn in 
jwo kept his promise, and con eyed him to the Aravulli moun¬ 

tains whence he passed over to, and received protection in Mo war. 

Tnband similar acts of treachery and Ci'id-bloodeu tyranm completely 
estranged all the chiefs. ^Isolated as they were, th°y could make no res tvnoo 
against tho uif-ioeua: y battalions, amounting to ten thousand men, exclusive 
of tho <|u r is ; and they dared n-t league for d^f nee, from the dreaded 
threat hoid over rhmn, of coring in th- B i ish iron a ; and in a few mon¬ 
ths the whole feudal association of Marwar abiudoued their homes and 
iheir country, seeking shelter m the neighbouring s ates from the Raja’s 
cruel and capricious tyrannv. To his connection with the Britisa Government 
aloae he whs ind-bied for his being able thus to put foi'h the resources of 
his policy, v hi h otherwise he never eoul 1 have dov* l p d ei her with safety 
or elie ‘U ; nor at any f rin r period of tb history of Mrwar could the mo>t 
daring o‘ its princes have undertake n, with any prosp ct of success, what 
iUi - Maun ncooinp i bed tin er this alliunc . 

The- e bravo mm found asylum in tho neighbouring states of Ko ah, 
Me war, Bikftiiefr, and Jeypoor. Even the faithful Anar Sing, whose fid lity 
no gratitu»m oc ill ever- pay, was obliged to seek refuge in exile. He had 
b woJ .Yfaun’-*. chief shield agsiin-t the proscription of Raja Bheem, whm 
cooped up in Jhulore, and Sold his wife’s ornaments, “even io her nose¬ 
ring,” to pro -urn him the means of subsistence and defence. It was Anar 
Hmg w'ho sived him when, in the attempt upon Palli he was unhorsed and 
Hearty made prisoner. He was among the four chiefs who remained by his 
fortunes wh -n the rest desert' d to th n standard of the pretender, and ho 
v.v, om: of th* same body, who rescued the trophies of their disgrace 
fro n the hands of Iheir enemies wh on the oad U. Joy poor. Last of all, 
ho v,as mainly instrumental in th * Raja’s eman^ination aud in his usump 
no. .if i - : Vins of go sworn n - W •' I uuirhfc the fury of his revenge 
Serv- th f;*"i of made] as ! In X. I> 1821, tho .greater chieftains of Marwar, 
me d iv i, ex if w r- . o'*, • * o ri g too t>on the m- diati- i. of tho 

Brin U uuth w ties ; out another year had Hajwed without ’he s ightesfc 
v h * i.u . :r-inmudution. I heir conduct has been exemplary, but their 
u gr/ulh.u; • i->ij dependent on tho scanty resources of others, rnu-t 
Ua-jtf \v<?ri a care. Their mau'7 »<umstr»uce udeluded to the 
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tionary is already before the reader. * He did not hesitate to tell 
thiirt, that if in duo time no mediation was held out, hey must depend 
on themselves for repress ! 

Such was the political condition of Marwar un'il the year 1823. Had 
a demonaical spirit of reveng- not b iaded Raja Maun, he had a fine oppor¬ 
tunity to lay the principles of order on a permanent basis, and to introduce 
those reforms necessary for his individual welfare as well as tor that of 
the state, lie had it in his power to modify the institutions, to curb 
without dstroyii i g th feudal chiefs, and to mako the whole ^baerviont to 
the altered eondi ion of affairs. Instead of having the glory of fixing the 
constitution of his country, ho has (reposing on external protection) broken 
up the entire feudal association, and rendered the paramount power an 
object of hatred instead of reverence. 

Having thus rapidly sketched the history of this interesting branch of 
the Rajpoot race, from Hie destruct on of their ancient seat of empire, Gtanouj, 
and their settlement in the Indian desert more than six centuries ago, to the 
present day, it is impossible to quit the subject without a red xion on the 
anomalous condition of th<nr alliance with the British government, which can 
sanction the existence of such a state of things as we have just described, 
It illustrates the assertions made in an early part of this work,*) ■ f the Ul- 
detined principles which guide ail our treaties with the RajpoOt \ and which, 
if net early remedied, will rapidly progress to a state of thb-ga full of mis. rv 
to them, and of inevitable danger to ourselves. These “ran) of the soil” a&- 
they emphatically designate themselves, Cling to it, and their ancient ami 
wclbdettned privi eg s, which an unconqueiable pertinacity •, in their cm 
deavour* to preserve them, whole generations have been swept away, yet hut*, 
their strength increased in the very ratio of bppresHon, Where are, now 
the oppress rs? the dynasties of Ghizni, of Ghor, the Ghiliis, the Loci is, tho 
Pathans, the Timoors, and the demoralizing Mahratta? Tnn native Rajpoot 
has flourished amidst these revolutions, and survived their fall ; and but for 
the vices of their internal sway, chiefly contracted from such association, 
Would have risen to power upon tho ruin of their tyrants But internal 
dissension invited the spoiler ; and herds of avaricious Mahrattaa and flro- 
oioiis Pathans have reaped the harvest of their folly. Yot all there t'.mlU 
were to bt redeemed in their alliances with the people who*'* peculiar boast 
was, that wisdom, justice, and clemency were the cornrr-ston s of t he r 
power : seeking nothing from them beyond tho means for .heir defence, and 
an adherence to the virtues of order. How far tho \ roteoting power has 
redeemed its pledge, in allowing years to pass away without some attempts to 
remedy the anarchy we have described, the reader is in a condition in jo-Ve, 
It it bo sai l ihat wo have fcivd up our hand bv leaving them free ngenti in 
their internal administration, then let no offer of support be given to the 
head, for tho oppression of the vassal and bis rights, co equal with those of 

mediation cannot bs exerted, let us withdraw al- 
the opeiatbm ol the r own system id go\iTiimcnr t 
ami leavte them free agents in rea icy, A wiser, more human?, and liberal 
policy would b *, to impose upon ourselves the task ot understanding threi 


the sovereign ; and if our 
together the checks upon 
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political condition, and to use our just influence for the restoration of their 
internal prosperity, and with it the peace, present as well as prospective, of 
an important part of our empire. The policy which such views would suggest, 
is to support the opinion of the vast majority of the Rahtores, and to seize 
the first opportunity to lend at least our sanction to an adoption, from 
the Edur branch, of Rahtore blood, not only uncoufcaminated, but heirs 
presumptive to Joda, and exclude the parricidal line which will continue 
to bring misery on the country. If, however, we apply only our own 
monarchical, nay despotic principles, to this feudal society, and interfere 
but ic uphold a blind tyranny, which must drive these brave chiefs to 
dc- :dr, it will be well to reflect and consider, from the acts we have rela¬ 
ted, of what they are capable. Very different, indeed, would be the deeds 
of proscribed Rajpoots from those of vagabond Pindarries, or desultory 
Mahrattae ; and what a field for aggression and retreat 1 Rumour asserts 
that obey*have already done themselves justice; and that, driven to 
desperation, and with no power to mediate, the dagger has reached the 
heart of Raja Maun ! If this be true, it is a retribution which might have 
been expected ; it was the only alternative left to the oppressed chiefs lo 
do themselves justice. It is also said, that the 'pretended' son of Raja Bheem 
is now o»t the gadi of Joda. This is deeply to be lamented* Raja Dhonkni 
w M pee only the party who espout^d his pretensions, and the Pokurn chief 
cad faction will held that place in the counci s of his sovereign, which of 
*ight belongs to the head of his elan, the Champawut chief of Ahwa, vn 
ex iJe in Mewar. * Jealousy, feuds, and bloodshed will be the conse¬ 
quence* which, would at once be averted by an adoption from Edur. 
Were a grand council of Raipoots to Do convened, in order to adjust the 
question, nine-tenths would decide as proposed; the danger of inierfernpe 
wouid be neutralized, and peaoe and tranquillity would be the boon bestow¬ 
ed upon thousands, and, what is of some consequence, future danger to 
oorsel ; would bo avoided. 


7 Ho Was so when tho author left India in U>23, 
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CHAPTER XVI. 




Extent and population of Mar war.—Classification of inhabitants.—Jit s.— 
R ajpeats, sacerdotal , commercial , crnci servile tribes. —Sot7 .—Agricultural 
products.—Natural productions.-Salt lakes.—Marble and limestone 
quarries .—Tin lead. and iron mines. — Alum. — Manufactures. — Commer¬ 
cial marts ,—Trctnstf trade. — Falli. the emporium of Western India.— 
Mercantile classes.—Kltartras and Osrvals. —Kutars, or caravans. - 
Imports and exports enumerated. —Charuns, the guardians of the cara¬ 
vans.—Commercial decline.—*Causes.—Opium monopoly.—Fairs of Moon- 
dhea and B halotra.—Administration of justice. — Punishments .— Rnja 
focejy king's clemency to prisoners , xvlio are maintained by private 
charity.—Gaol deliveries on eclipses , births } and accession of princes — 
Sogun, or ordeals : fire, water, burning oil. - Punchaets.—Fiscal revenues 
and regulations. —Buttae, or corn-rent .—Shenahs and Runwarris.— 
Taxes —Anga, or capitation tax, —Oaswali, or pasturage. —Kewari. or 
door tax ; how originated. —Sayer, or imposts $ their amount —Dhannis, 
or collectors.—"Revenues from the salt-lakes. —Tandag, or caravan" engaged 
in tins trade.—Aggregate revenues.—M ilitary resources. — Mereemiries. — 
Feudal quotas.—Schedule of feoffs.—Qualification of a cavalier* 


The extreme breadth of Marwar lies between two points in the parallel 
of the capital, viz. Girap, west, and Shamgurh, on the Aravalli range, east. 
This line measures two hundred and seventy British miles. The greatest 
length, from the Sirohi frontier to the northern boundary, is about two 
hundred and twenty miles. From the remote angle, N.N.E., in the Deed* 
Wctiioh district, to the extremity of Sanciiore, S.W., the diagonal measure¬ 
ment is three hundred and fifty miles. The limits of Marwar are, however, 
so wry irregular, and present so many salient angles and abutments into 
other states, that without a trigonometrical process we cannot arrive at a 
correct estimate of its superficial extent: a nicety not, indeed, required. 

The most marked feature that diversifies the face of Maroo, is the river 
ijocni, which, rising, on her eastern frontier at Posh bur, and purfcuinrg 
a westerly course, nearly b sects the country, and forms the buundiv.y 
between the fertile and sterile lands of Maroo. But although the tiact* 
of this stream, be tween it and the Aravalli, are by far tho richest part 
or mrwar, it would be erroneous to describe all the northern part tin sti-nm. 
Au ideal line, passing through Nagore and Jodpoor. to Bhalotrrv v. ill mark 
the just distinction. South of this line will lie the districts of Deedwaooh, 
Nagore, Mairta, Jodpoor, Pajji, Sojut, God war, Sewanoh, J batons, Beenmabl 
»ud S vnchore, most of which are’fertile and populous ; and w e may n.vign 
* population of eighty souls to the square n-de. The space north of this 
'oo iso- a very different character, but thin, requires u> subdivision ; for 
' v ll ' e m.rth-east portion, which includes a ) ortion oi Nagore, the large 
vo.vns ot Filodi, i ■ »kurn. fee., may be calculated nt. : h- y, tbo remaining 
to the south-west, as Gogudeoeo. thul or'desert of Uuga Shoo, fnum&k 
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Kotra, &vii Ohdkun, can scarcely allowad ton. In round number^ 
population of Marwar may be ffcJfcimated at two millions of souls. 

Class' S of Inhabitants .—Of this amount, the following is the classification 
of the tribes. The Jits constitute five-eighths, the Rajnoots to-eighths while 
the remaining classes, sacerdotal,^ commercial, and servile, ni *k e U P m * 
tcpfra! number. If thi-calcul ition be near the truth, the Rajpoots, men, 
women, and children, will amount to fivehundred thousand souls, which 
would admit of fifty thousand men capable of bearing aims, espcc..illy ..hen 
we recollect that .he Jits or .Tats ar, the industrious class. 

It is superfluous to . spoliate on the peculiarities ol the Rahtore charac¬ 
ter which we have endeavour d to extract from their own actions It stands 
deservedly h.gh in tho scale of .he “thirty six: tribes, ’ and although debased 
bv one bewliV: »n (the us., of opium;, the Rahtore is yet a noble animal, 
arm rciuir* s only some exciting cause to shew that the spirit, which set at 
defiance the resources of the empire in the zenith of its prosperity, is dormant 
oniv not extinct. The reign of the present prince has d ne more, however, 
tl.a. ’ ven the arms of Arungzebe, to deteriorate the Rahfc- res. Peace would 
recruit their thinned ranks, but the mistrust .-own in ever> house by unh 
of duplicity has greatly demoralized the national character, which until lately 
stood higher than that of any of the c rcumjoce.it tribes. A popular prince, 
until within these very few years, could easily h ive collected a magnificent 
nrim. ek ban ca beta, 'the sons of one father, round the uadi of Joda: in fact, 
the 7-'i ichas kuzar tnrtear Rah'of an, meaning the ‘fifty thousand Raht-re 
swords ’ is the proverbial phrase to denote the mu.-ter of Maroo, of which 
they estimated five thousand cavalry. This was cxclu-ive of the household 
and foreign troops sup, orted on the fiscal lands, The Rahtore cavwry was 
die ),,.at in India. There were several horse-fairs, ,-specially those of Bh Io!ra 
and Posh : or, where the horses of ( a ct and Oattiawar, tho jungle and 
Mooltan were brought in great numbers. Valuable horses were also ..red on 
the western frontier, on the Looni, those of Rardurro being in high estima 
tion Bm the events of the last tw nt-y years appear to have dried up every 
source of supply. The breeding studs of Rardurro, (bitch, ana the jungle 
arc almost- extinct, and supplies from tue west of the Indus are intercepted by 
t hf. Sikhi 't’ho destruction of the predatory system, which created a cons¬ 
tant demand, appears t" have lessened the sup ly. S„ much for the general 
r„ ae : which the successes ef B>i'ain have produced. 

In periods of civ-1 commotion, or wnen th-.- saf- ty of the slate was pent* 
d we h- u- of one clan (the Ch ampawut) mustering four thousand horse, 
Hut if <ver so manv of “the sons of ChamD*” wer- congregated at one time, 
it is a» extraordinary ogourrenoe, and far b yond the demaud which the 
state has upon th •».- loyalty. To estimate a hat nm be demanded of them, 
\v. hav< only to divide tho re... roll by hv - hundred rupees, the quahhcatioo 
t .ra cavalier in Maroo, and to add, for «aoh horse, two foot-sold.ers, A 
. of the on eat feudal estate- shall ) p 1 ,ac ; . . » .. 

fi.ni AarLume, Product- The foH« » cWficatmn of the 

ntt «nf ho:.ds of soil in Marwar »"J thfl>urlv 

first (who.- ntymoi >gy I know not) p rv.ad s the greater l>«t of th count.y 

M ing a light-sand living little or no ca-thy ^.nixture, and only fit to 
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i * bam (raiilet), moong, moth, (puls?), til 'sesamum\ melons and gorcar, 
Chihli (fitj a black earth, pervades the tRskdRh of Deedwanoh, Mairta, plli, 
and swenl of the feudal lands in Tod war Wheat and grain aro its produces. 
The Perta (yellow) is a Sandy clay, chiefly .about Kcwnsir and the ca, i: .1 
also Jlnlore and Bh dotra and pottions of other districts. It i.-d best adopted, 
for barley, and that kind of wheat called Pattageon , the other is Votl<i*geov' f , 
also tobacco, onions, and other vegetables: the staple miilets aro seldom giowu 
in this. The svffcd (white), is almost pure silex, and grows little or nothing 
but aft r heavy fails of rain. 

The districts south of the Looni, as Palli, Sojut, and Godwar, fertilized 
hy the numerous petty streams flowing from the Aravulli, produce abundant¬ 
ly every species of grain with the exception of bajva which thrives best in a 
sandy soil; and in Nagore and Mairta considerable quantities of the richer 
grains arc ris-d by irrigation from wells. The extensive western divisions of 
•J ha loro,?* inchore, and Boenmahl, containing five hundred and ten towns ami 
villages, which are Khalisa, or (fiscal) land pOds:ss an excellent soil, with the 
a<^ ant.ago of the nils from Abu, and the great southern barrier; but th* 
demoralized government of Raja Maun never obtains from them one third of 
tucir intrinsic capabi'ity, while tho encroachment of the Sahr-es, and other 
10 diers from the Sindio desert, encroach upon them often with impunity*' 
W heat, barley, rice jooar (millet) moong (pul.ise) til (sesamum) arc the chief 
products of the richer lands; while amidst t ie sandy tncts they are confined to 
k{ j ra ? moong % and til. \\ ith good government, Marwar poss sses abundance of 
moans lo collect stores against the visitations which aflict these northern re¬ 
gions, hut prejudice steps i to aid he ravages of faming and although water 
is noar ithe surfioo in all the south >rn districts, the number of wells bears nr 
proportion to those in Me war. Tho great district of Nagore, of five hundred 
and sixty towns and villages, the appanage of the heiis apparent of Mmoc in 
spun ot physical difficulties, is. or lias been made, an exception; apd the inn 
rnense sheet of sandstone, on which a humid soil is embedded, h s been pierced 
j^ughout by the energies of ancient davs, end contaius greater aius to a^ri- 
culture than many more fertile tracts in the country. 

of , Natural productions. —Marwar can boast of some valuable productions 
, u r s ^' ei1 0 P^ a i ns > which make her an object ef no little importance in the 
I or>t distant and more favoured regions of India. The salt lakes of Pnoh 
l *‘‘d'vanoh, and Sambhur, re mines of wealth, and thrir produce i" 

0‘1 OVer the onoufp.r of Ff-mrlncfftn • «• U - __i.L _* 
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obtry, but they are chiefly used there. Matchlocks, swords, and other war- 
like i:nj leraents, are fabricated at the capital and at Talli; and at the latter 
place they make boxes of iron, tinned, so as to resemble the tin boxes ot 
Europe, Iron platters for culinary purposes are in such great demand as to 
keep the forges constantly going. 

" Cohimercial Marta .—None of these states are without traffic ; each has 
her mart, or entrepot ; and while Mewar boasts of Bhilwara, Bikaneer of 
Chooroo, and Amber of Maipoora (the city of wealth), the Rahtores claim 
Paid, which is not only the rival of the places just mentioned, but may 
m <ke pretensions of the title of emporium of Rajpookma. These pretensions 
we may the more readily admit, when we recollect that mne-tenths of the 
bankers and commercial men of India are natives of Maroodes, and these 
chiefly of the Jain faith. The laity of the Khartra sect send forth thousands 
to all parts of India, and the Oswals, so termed from the town of Osi, near 
t!m Looni, estimate one hundred thousand families whose occupation is com¬ 
merce. All these claim a Rajpoot descent, a fact entirely unknown to the 
European enquirer into the peculiarities of Hindu manners. The wealth 
pared in foreign lands, from the Sutlej to the ocean, returns chiefly to 
their native soil ; but as m ither primogeniture nor majorats are sanctioned 
by ihe Jain lawgivers, an equal distribution takes place amogsfc all the sons, 
though ibe youngest (as amongst the Getea of Asia, and the Juts cf Kent), 
revives often a double portion. This arises when the division takes place 
while the parent is living, being the portion set apart for his own support, 
which ultimately falls to the youngest, with whom he probably resides. It 
would b-: erroneous to say this practise is extensive ; though sufficient ins¬ 
tances exist to suppose it once was a principle/- The bare enumeration of the 
tribes following commerce v/ould fill a short chapter. A priest oi the Jams 
(my own teacheri, who had for a series of years devoted h s attention to form 
a catalogue which then amounted nearly eighteen hundred classes , renounced 
the pursuit, on obtaining from distant region, one hundred and fifty new 

name* to add to Lis list. . , ,, 

T'-'Jl' was the entrepot for the eastern and western regions, where the 
« rod net ions of India, Cashmere, and China, were interchanged lor those of 
Ei rone, Africa, Persia and Arabia, Caravans (mtars), from the ports, of 
Cutch and Guzzerat, imported elephant’s t eth, copper, dates, gum-arabic, 
bo, as , coco nuts, broad-cloths silks, sandal wood, camphor, dyes, drugs, oxide 
rind sulpharet of arsenic, spices, coffee, &e. In exchange, they export a 
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dried fruits, yeroh,' as 9 afuetida from Mooltan, sugar, opium (Koiah 
and Malwa), silks aud fine cloths, potash, shawls, dyed blankets, arms, aud 
salt of home manufacture. 

The route of the caravans was by Sooie Bah, Sanchore, Beenmahl, 
Jhalore to Palli, and the guardians of the merchandize were almost invari¬ 
ably Charuns, a character held sacred by the Rajpoot, The most desperate 
outlaw seldom dared to commit any outrage on caravans under the safeguard 
of these men, the bards of the Rajpoots. II not strong enough to defend 
their convoy with sword and shield, they would threaten the robbers v ith the 
cliandi, or ‘soli-immolation and proceed by degrees from a gash in the flesh 
to a death-wound, or if one victim was insufficient a whole body of women 
and children was sacrificed (as in the case of the Bhtimunia Bhats), for whose 
blood the marauder is declared responsible hereafter. 

Commerce has been almost extinguished within these last twenty years; 
and paradoxical as it may appear, there was tenfold more activity and enter- 
prize in the midst of that predatory warfare, which rendered India one wide 
arena of conflict, than in these days of universal pacification. The torpedo 
touch of monopoly has had more effect on the Kutars than the spear of the 
desert Sahrae, or barwuttia (outlaw) Rajpoot—against its benumbing qualities 
the Charun’s dagger would fall innocuous ; it sbeds no blood, but it dries up 
its channels. If the products of the salt-lakes of Rajpootana were preferred, 
even at Benares, to the sea-salt of Bengal, high impost duties exculded it 
from the market. If the opium of Malwa nnd Harouti competed in ihe 
China Market with our Patna monopoly, again we intervened, not with high 
export duties, which we were competent to impose, but by laying our shack¬ 
les upon it at the fountain-head. “Aut Cvcsnr. ant nullus” is our maxim in 
these regions ; and in a country where our agents are established only to pre ¬ 
serve political relations and the faith of treaties, the basis of which is no 
interference in the internal arrangement of their affairs—albejt wo have not 
a single foot of land in sovereignty, we set forth our perwantu, as peremptory 
as any Russian ukase, and command that no opium shall leave thes. countries 
for the accustomed outlets, under pain of confiscation. Some, relying oa 
their skid in eluding our vigilance, or tempted by the high price which tliC3o 
measures produce, or perhaps reckoning upon our justice, and upon impunity 
if discovered, tried new routes, until confiscation brought them to sub 
mission. . 

We thon put an arbitrary value upon the drug, and forced the grower to 
como to us, ana even take credit to ourselves fur consulting bis interests. Even 
admitting that such price was a remunerating one, founded upon an average 
of past years, still it is not the less arbitrary. No allowance is mad3 for 
plentiful or bad seasons, when the drug, owing to a scarcity, will bear a 
double price, Our legislation is for “all seasons and their change. But this 
virtual infraction of the faith of treaties is not confined to the grower or 
retailer ; it affects other in a variety of ways ; it injuries our rrpi tution and 
the welfare of those upon whom, for benevolent purposes, wo have forced onv 
protection. The transit duties levied on opium formed an item in , : -v- 

m s of the princes of Rajpootana ; but confiscation guards i m passes of th© 
Aravulli and Guszerat, and unless the smuggler wrap up us cargo in ample 
t>lds of deceit, the Rajpoot may go without his ‘ wm the infusion of 

this poison, dearer to him than Jife. It is in vaifl-t 1 -* urge that sufficient h 
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...hTwcd for home consumption. Who is to be the judge of this ? or \who is ro 
blind a« no: to see that uny latitude of this kind would defeat the monopoly, 
which, impolitic in its origin, gave rise in its progress to fraud, gambling, 
and neglect of more important agricultural economy. But this policy .p usfc 
deOai, itself: the excess of quantity produced will diminish the value of the 
original ( Patna) monopoly, if its now detriorated quality should fail to op' el1 
the ey« s of the quick-sighted Chinese, and exclude it from the market 
altogether.* 

Fairs —There were two annual fairs in his country, Moondhwa and 
Bhalotru ; the first chiefly for c\ttle. The merchandize of various countries 
was e:cpo3 a .d and purchased by the merchants of the adjoining states. Tt 
ccmni:need with the month of ttagh. and lasted during six weeks. The 
other was also for cattle of all kinds, horses, oxen, camels, and the merchan¬ 
dize enumerated amongst too imports and exports of Palli, Persons from all 
parts of India frequented th m , but all these signs of prosperity are 
vanishing. 

Administration of Justice. —The administration of justice is now very 
lax in these communities ; but at no time were the customary criminal laws 
of Raj poo tana sanguinary, except in respect to political crimes, which were 
very summarily dealt wi h when practicable. In these feudal associations, 
howevi r ; such crimes are qptevm^d individual offences, and the whole power 
of the government ,is concentrat' d to puni i them ; but when they are corn- 
nutted ay;nst the community, justice is tern wvd with mercy, it not benumb¬ 
ed by apathy. In n of murder, it is satisfied with fine, corpoial put)- 

lament, imprisonment, confiscation, or banishment. Inferior crimes,such as 
Jar-, mies were punished by fine and imprisonment, and, when practicable, 
reeiitt \ ; or in • of inability to pay, corporal punishment; and confine- 
. meat. But undtr the present lax system, when this impoverished govern¬ 
ment h rs to f ed criminals,!fc may b suppos d that tneir pris ns are not over- 
• locked f^inco RijaBeejoy Sing's death, lh° judgment-seat has been vacant. 
His memory is hdd in hi-ih esteem forth administration of justice, though 
h • f -irriod clemency to excess He never confirm <1 a sci ence of death j and 
tb r is a saying ot thecrimina's, yet extant, tnon demonstrative of his huma¬ 
nity than of good policy: When at large we cannot even get rabvi porridge) 
but in prison we eat ladoo (a swoatmeat).” Here, *s at Jeypoor, c nnued cri¬ 
minals are maintained by individual charity ; and it is a well known fact, 
that at the latter place, but for the humani y of the mercantile olftsf-s, espe- 
r.h^-'e < f ihe Jain peisuatipn. they might starve. Perhaps it is the 
I d y of this circumstance, which htMs back the hand of the govern¬ 
or its agents, who may apply to their own usei the \ risnn-fare. hm* 
-unfilled, th: criminals are little thought of, and neglect answers all the 
of cruelly, They knvo, however, a source of consolation unknown to 
who have passed “ the bridg 
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ordefc to ensure it to themselves. The celestial phenomena of cclip- 
S*}, whether of the sun or moon, although predicted by the Pundits, who for 
ag?s hwo |)05SQ3S3d the most approved theory for calculation, are yet looked 
upon with religious awe by the mass, and as “foreboding change to princes.” 
Accordingly, when darkness dims the beams of Surya or Chandra, the face of 
the prisoner of Maroo is lighted up with smiles ; his deliverance is at hand, 
and he may join the crowd to hoot and yell, and frighten the monster Rahoo' 
from his hold of the ‘ silver moon. ,? + The birth of a son to the price g and a 
new reign are events likewise joyful to him. 

The trial by soyun , literaly 'oath of purgation/ or ordoal sti 1 exists, and 
is occasionally h id recourse to in Maroo, as in other parts of Rajpooma • and 
if fallen into desuetude, it is not that these judgments of God (as they weie 
styled in the days of European barbarism) are less relied on, but that society 
is so unhinged that oven these appeals to chance find no subject? for practice, 
excepting by Zilim Sing ; and he to the last carried on his antipathy to the 
dhakuns '(witches) of Ilaroati, who were always submitted to the process by 
water/ Trial by ordenl 13 of very ancient date in India : it was by ‘fire* that. 
R »ma proved the purity of Seeta, after her abduction by Havana, and in the 
same manner as p act'sed by one of our Saxon kings, by making her walk 
over a red-hot pi ughshare. Besides the two most common -tests, by lire and 
water there is a third, that of washing the hands in boiling oil It should be 
stated, that, in *11 cases not only the selec.ion but the appeal to any of these 
ordeals is the voluntary act of the litigants, and chiefly alter the Punch u fs, 
or courts ot arbitration, have failed. Whoic justice is denied. Or bribery shuts 
the door, the sufferei will dare his adversary to the soyuv, submission to the 
judgment of God , and th * so cmnity of the appeal carries such weight, that 
it brings redr< sa of itself, though cases do occur where the challenge is accepted 
and the Author has conversed with individuals who have witness; d the 
operation of each of the ordea's. 

Punchaets .***The Punchacts arbitrate in civil cases. From these courts 
of equity, there is an appeal to the Raja : but as unanimity is required in tht 
judges, and a fee or fine must be faid by the appellant, ere his case can come 
before the prince, litigation is checked. The constitution of this court is 
simpl \ Ihe plantiff lays bis case before the Hakim of the district, r ' 
Patel of the village where he resides The plaintiff and defendant have the 
I,oh ‘ing the vil&ges (two, each) from whence the members of the 
A uiidtaet are to be drawn. Information is accordingly sent to the Put els of 
in A\®8 es sp^ified, wl o, with their respective Pat wairi<( Registers), meet at 
t .■ \t Jute ‘vi lage-court/ Witnesses are summoned and examined on oath, 
i n. most common of which is the qacU-cci-an, ‘allegiance to the thr» ne, rc?cnib~ 
mg the ancien , , . ion of theScythians as recorded by Hor< 
o.u • is however, more restricted to Rajpoots ^ the other elapses have various 
forms based upon their religious notions. When the pioceedings are finished, 
and judgment is given, the Hakim puts his sen l thereto, and carries if. n,t.\ 
effect., or prepares it for appeal- It is affirmed that, in the goed times of 
R.ijpootana, these sim ple tribunals answered every purpose. 

1 he Rajpoots and Hindus in trouerul hold precisely the atne icon, of the auto i f 
W the Gete of Fiundinavia J; 

1 . ' huiLdro.-inix. T1 0 uioou is represented bv diver; whi h is called after her (or 

Ulft, l cwiuli. 
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fiscal Revenues .—The fiscal revenue of Mar war are derived from 
various sources ; the principal are, 

hi. f The Khalisa, or ‘crown lands / 

2d. “The salt lakes ; 

» 3d. “Transit and impost duties ; 

4th. ^Miscellaneous taxes , termed Basil." 

The entire amount of personal revenue of the princo3 of Marwar does 
no!, at present exceed ten lakhs of rupees (£100,000 sterling), though in the 
reign of Beejoy Sing, half a century ago, they yielded full sixteen lakhs, one- 
hail of which arose trom the salt lakes alone. The aggregate revenue of the 
feudal lands is estimated as high as fifty lakhs, or £500,000 It may be 
doubted whether at presont they yield half this sum. The feudal contingents 
ar: estimated at five thousand horso, besides foot, the qualification being one 
cavalier and two foot-soldiers for every thousand rupees of income. This 
low estimate is to keep up the nominal value of estates, notwithstanding 
their great deterioration ; for a ‘kbight’s fee’ of Marwar was formerey 
estimated at live hundred rupees. 

The sum of ten lakhs, mentioned as the gross income of the prince, is 
v/hat is actually realized by the treasury, for there are many public servants 
provided for out of the crown-lands, whose estates are not included. 

The revenues are collected from the ryots in kind. A corn-rent, the 
only <u;o recognized in ancient India, and termed Buitac, or ‘division/ is 
apportioned equally between the prince and the husbandman : a deviation 
from the more lenient practice of former times, which gave one-fourth, or one- 
aisth to the sovereign. Besides this, the cultivator has to pay the expense of 
guarding the crops, and also those who attend the process of division. An 
assessment of two rupees is made on every ten maunds,* which more than 
covert the salaries paid to the Shenahs (watchmen), and Kumvarvis,f and 
leaves a surplus divided by the Tatel and village register (Patwarri). A cart¬ 
load of Lurbi (the stalks of jor,r%r and b ijra) is exacted from every cultivator 
a a fodder for th: prince’s cattle ; but this is commuted for a rupee, except in 
* 0380.19 of scarcity, when it i3 stored up. The other officers, as the Patwarris 
and Patels, are paid out of the respective shares of the farmer and the crown, 
vl.:. one fourth of a seer each, from every maund of produce, or an eighoieth 
>f the gross amount. The cultivators of the PaUevuts or feudal chiefs, 
r.rr much better oil than those of the Khalisa % from them only two fifths are 
ex:. f d ; and in lieu of all other taxes and charges, a land tax of twelve ru- 
pees is levied on every hundred b^egas of land cultivated. The cultivators 
re nay this mild assessment by attachment to the chiefs. 

is a poll-to x (fron anaa ‘the body’) of one rupee, levied on adults 
throughout Marwar. 


of 


of 


p.nyah 
either s' 
Gatna 

P l 


Dure 


uueej 


, a but 


? a hated fax on o or, as the term imports, the right 

at one anna (one-sixteenth ot 
rupee ; and each camel, throe 


is 


?ep or goat 
> eight annas, 


estimated 
half a 


or 


lUpBfF. 

K'snari is a tax on doors (ktv.oav), and i s considered peculiarly oppros- 
ri\« It was fir ;i imposed bv Bee joy Sing, when, towards the latter end of his 
rr ign, iiis chiefs rebelled, and retired in a body of Palli to concert schemes 
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. ^ing him. Thither he fruitlessly followed in order to pacify them and 
on his return found the gates (kewar) of his capital shut in his face, and 
Ehoem Sing placed upon the gadi. To supply the pecuniary exigencies 
consequent upon this embarrassing situation, he appealed to his subjects, and 
proposed a ‘benevolence/ in aid of his necessities, of three rupees for each 
house, giving it a denomination from the cause whence it originated. Whe¬ 
ther employed as a punishment of those who aided his antagonist, or as a 
convenient expedient of finance, he converted this temporary contribution 
into a permanent tax, which continued until the necessities of the confeder¬ 
acy against the present prince, Raja Maun, and tho usurpation of the fiscal 
lands by tho Pathans, made him raise it to ten rupees on each house It is, 
however, not equally levied ; the number of houses in each township being 
calculated, it is laid on according to the means of the occupants, and the roor 
man may pay two rupees, while the wealthy pays twenty. The feudal lands 
are not exempted, except in cases of special favour. 

I*} estimating the amount of the sayer , or imposts of Marwar, it must ba 
borne in mind that the schedule appended represents what they have born, 
and perhaps might again be, rather than what they now are. Thete duti *> 
are subject to fluctuation in all countries, but how much more in those 
exposed to so many visitations from predatory foes, civil strife, and famine ! 
There is no reason to doubt that, in the “good old times” of Maroo, tho 
amount, as taken from old records, many have been realised : 


Joipoor... 


Nagore. 


Deed wan oh... .. ifiYiAn 

Purbutsir... . SS 

Mairta..... n aaa 

Koleah.,..,.. 



Palli.... 


Jessole and Bhalotra fairs■•••••. 


Beenmahl,.,.. . 


Sanchore.....,.. 


Filodi...I.. 

. 4l!oOQ 


* Total.. ’ .4,80,000 

The DA annis, or collectors of the customs, have monthly salaries* at the 
large towns, while the numerous petty agents are paid hv a yerctenfaga on 
the Hums Coleeted. The Myet\ or imposts, include ail tho<w on gram whe¬ 
ther of foreign importation, or the home-grown, in transit from, one district 
to another. 

The revenue arising from the produce of the salt !akc3 has deteriorated 
with the land and commercial revenues and, itrmgh^ affected by political 
causes ic yet the most certain branch of income. The following schedule ex ¬ 
hibits what hasbecn derived from this lucrative source of wealth : 


















Sambhur, 
Nowah- • • 


<SL 

2,00,000 

1 , 00,000 

1,15,000 

2,00,000 

1 , 00,000 


Total 


7,15,090 


This productive branch of industry sliil employs thousands of hands, and 
oui' Jreds of thousands of oxen, and is almost entirety ^ in tic hands of that 
ail - 'lar race ot beings called Bunjarras } some of vrhose tandas , or caravans, 
amount to 40 000 head of oxen, l'he ait is exported to every region of 'in 
dustan, from the Indus to the Ganges, and is universally known and sold 
U11 |., r the title of Sambhur Loon , or‘salt of Sambhur/ notwithstanding the 
quality of the different lakes varies, that of Pachahadra, beyond the Looni, 
being most esteemed * It is produced by natural evaporation, expedited by 
dividing the surface into pans by means of mats of the Sinlcundct glass, which 
essonsthe superficial agitation. It is then gathered and heaped up into irn 
mense masses, or whose summit they burn a variety of alkaline plants, such 
as the suit, by which it becomes impervious to the weather. 

We may recapitulate what the old archives state-of the aggregate fiscal 
revenues in p.ist times, amounting to nearly thirty lakhs of rupees. It would 
be hazardous to say to what extent the amount was over-rated : 


1 st. Khalisa, or fiscal land," 
from 1,484 towns and 

villages,.... 

2 d. Sayer or imposts. 

3d. S" It lakes. 

4tb. Basil, or miscellaneous! 
taxes .; fluctuating and r 
uncertain ; not less than...J 


Rs. 


15,00,000 

4,30,000 

7,15,000 

3,00,000 


Total .29,45,000 

Feudal and ministerial estates.50,00,000 


Grand Total .79,45,000 


Thus the united fiscal and feudal revenues of Marwar are said to have 
amounted almost to eighty lakhs of rupees(£800,000). If they ever did reach 
»h> sum which may be doubted, we do not err m affirming that they would 
now be’over-rated at half that amount. Lmge fortunes are said to 
centre in the families of the ex-ministers ‘Specially the 8ingwi family, re 
Dotted to be immensely rich Their wea.th , 8 deposited in foreign capitals 
But much buUi< a i.s lost to the currency of these countries by the habits of 
accreting money. A very large treasure was discovered in Nagore by Beejy 

Sing, when demolishing aomc old buildings. __ _ 

j of ]pooi ta two rupees the maund j four at Sambhur and 


The 


• selling prico 


and Nowah. Why the price nr fche capital i& 
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Military Forcct ;—It only remains to state the military resources of the 
Rah tores, which fluctuate with their revenues. The Rajas maintain a foreign 
mercenary force upon their fiscal revenues to overawe their own turbulent 
vassalage. These are chiefly Rohiila and Afghan infantry, armed with mus¬ 
kets and matchlocks ; and having cannon and sufficient discipline to act in a 
body, they arc formidable to the Rajpoot cavaliers. Some years ago, Raja 
Maun had a corps of three thousand five hundred foot, and fifteen hundred 
horse, with twenty-five guns, commamicd by Hundall Khan, a native of Pan- 
ninut. He has been attached to the family ever since the reign of Bccjy Sing, 
and is (or was) familiarly addressed kalca, or ‘uncle,’ by the prince. There 
was also a brigade of those monastic militants, the B islienswamis, under their 
leader, Kaimdas, consisting of seven hundred foot., three hundred horse, and 
an establishment of rockets (bhan), a very ancient instrument of Indian 
warfare, and mentioned long before gunpowder wa§ used in Europe. At ono 
period, the Raja maintained a foreign force amounting to, or at least mus¬ 
tered as, eleven thousand men, of which number two thousand five hundred 
were cavalry, with fifty-five guns, and a rocket establishment. Besides a 
monthly pay, lands to a considerable* .amount w'ere granted to the command¬ 
ers of the different legions. By these overgrown establishments, to main¬ 
tain a superiority over the feudal lords which has bo»m undermined by the 
causes related, the demoralization and ruin of this country have been acecler 
afced. The existence of such a species of force, opposed in moral and roll 
gious sentiment to the retainers of the state, has only tended to widen (he 
breach between them and their head, and to destroy every feeling of 
confidence. 

In Mewar, there are sixteen great Chiefs $ in Amber twelve ; in Marwar 
eight. The following table exhibits their names, clans, residences, ai i ruled 
revenue. The contingent required by their princes may be esiimated by 
rhe qualification of a cavalier, viz. one for every five hundred rupees of rent; 
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Kamos of Chiefs. 


1. Keaari Sing ... 

2. Buklawar Sing... 

3. Halim Sing. 

4. Soorlan Sing... 


5. 

6. AjL Sing.. 

7 .« .« 

8 . 


1. Soouat Sing. 

2. Soortan Slug— 

3. JPirlhi Sing. 

4. Tez Sing. 

5. Auar Sing.. 

6. Jait Sing... 


7. Pudnm Sing. 
B» ••• • r*» «* 


V, Knmm Sing...,. 

10. Zalim Sing.,. .. 

11. SoWao Sing...,. 

15?.«... 

13. Seodun Sing.,... 
J1 Z&lim Siug.,.,,,... 
.16. SamU Slug.,, 

10, JUuokuu r ing.,,... 


Clans. 


Places of Abode. 


Revenue. 


FIRST CLASS. 
Champawut.. 


Koompawut,. 
Champawut.. 
Oodawut. 


Mairtea..... 

Mairtea. 

Kumnnsote. 




Ahwa ... 
Afiopo ... 
Pokurn], 
Neemaj • 


Reah. 


Ganorab 
Kewnsir, or.,. 'I 
Keemsir. ) 


Bhatti ........ . 

SECOND 
Oodawut...... 

J6da...... 

Oodawut. 

D*. 

BUatti. 

Koompawut.. 


DO. 

Mairefca.. 


Oodawut. 

Koompawut. 

Joda.. 


Champawut.. 

Do. .. 
Do, . 
Do. 


Khejtula. 

CLASS. 
Koochaman ,. 
Khari-ca.de'vn.. 

Chundawul 
Kliada ... .= 

Abore . 

Baggori . 

^Gujsingpoora .. 
Mebtri . 

Maroto ... .. 

Roat . 

Chaupur . 

BoodB oo . 

Kaotah (groat). 
Hnraolati ..... 

Dogode.. 

Kaotah (little).. 


100,000 

50,000 

100,000 

50,000 

25,000 

50,000 

40,000 

2*,000 

50,000 

25,000 

25,000 

25.000 

11,000 

40,000 

25,000 

40,000 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 

0 

40,000 
1,000 
io.ouo 
11,0 00 



Remarks. 


Promior noblo of Mar- 
war. Of this aum, half 
is the original grant • 
the rest ia by usurpa¬ 
tion of the inferior 
branches of his clan. 

The Poknrn chief is 
by far the most power¬ 
ful in Marwar. 

The fief of Neonrnj ia 
now under sequestra¬ 
tion, since the last in - 
cumbent wss put to 
death by the Raja. 

The Mail tea is deemed 
the bravest of all tho 
Rabtoro clans. 

This fooff formed one 
of the sixteen great 
feoffs of Marwar. Tho 
town, which is largo 
has been dismantled, 
and several villages so* 
questrated. 

The only foreign chief 
in tho first grade of the 
nobles of Marwar. 

A chief of consider¬ 
able power. 


In exile. 
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hca® are. the principal chieftains of Mar war, holding lands on the 
tenure of service. There are many who owe allegiance and service on em er- 
gencie3, the allodial vassals of Marwar, not enumerated in this last; such aa 
Barmair, Kottorah, Jessole, Phulsoond, Birgong Bankuria, Kalindri, Baroon- 
da, who could muster a strong numerical force it their good-will were con- 
tiliatod, and the prince could enforce his requisition. The specified census of 
the estates may not be exactly correct. The foregoing is from an old record 
which i3 in all probability the boat they have ; for so rapid are the changes i n. 
these countries, amidst the anarchy and rebellion we have been describing, 
that the civil officers would deem it time thrown away, to form, as in past 
times, an exact patta'buhye , or ‘register’ of feoffs. The ancient qualification 
was one horseman and two foot soldiers, “when required,” for each five hun¬ 
dred rupees in the rental ; but as the estates have been curtailed in extent 
and diminished in value, in order to keep their nominal amount, one thou¬ 
sand is now the qualification. 
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CHAPTER I 

Origin of the state of 'Bikaner, — Beeka, the founder.—Condition of the obori-. 
' ginal Jits or Getcs.—The number and extensive diffusion of this 8 cythic 
race, still a majority of the peasantry in Western Rajpoot ana.—And 
perhaps inN oi'thern India.—Their pursuits pastoral, their government 
patriarchal, their religion of a mined kind.—List of the Jit cantons of 
Bikaner of the irruption of Beeka.—Causes of the success of Beeka .— 
Voluntary surrender of the supremacy of the Jit elders to Breka. — Con¬ 
ditions .— Characteristic of the Getic people throuqhout India ,— Proofs. 
—Invasion of the Johyas by Beeka and his Jit subjects.—Amount 
of the Johyas.—Conquered by Beeka .— He wrests B hegore frQ*c the 
Bhattis, and founds Bikaner, the capital , A, D. If89.—His uncle Kan - 
dul makes conquests to the north.—Death of Beeka.—His son Noon - 
hum sueceah.^Makes conquest from the B haltis.—His son Jatz suc¬ 
ceeds.—Enlarges the power of Bikaner.—Rae Bing succeeds. — The. 
Jits of Bikaner lose their liberties.—The state rises to importance.—Raa 
S inf 8 connexion with Akbc-r .—Uis honours and power.—The Johyas 
revolt and are exterminated.—Traditions of Alexander the G real amongst 
the i <nas of the Johyas. — Examined.—The Pooniah Jits vanquished by 
D mi Bing, the Raja's brother—Their subjection imperfect.—Rae Bing's 
daughter wads prince Scdini , afterwardJehangir.~~Rac Sing succeeded b<y 
his son Kterr an.—The three eldest sons of Kurrun fall in the imperial^ 
service, —A nop Sing, the youngest, succeeds ,— Quells a rebellion in Cabul. 

uncertain. —S tproop Bing succeeds,.—He is killed; —S ujaun. 
Sing, Zoovanaun Sing , Guj Sing , and Raj Sing succeed.—The latter poi¬ 
soned by his brother by another mother, who usurps the throne , though 
opposed by the chiefs.—He murders the rightful heir , his nephew.—Civil 
'war. — Aiaster-roll of the cli ffs.—The usurper attacks Jodpoor.—Present 
slue "/' Bikaner.—Account of B eedacati, 

f 

BikaNI.k holds a secondary rank amongst tho principalities of Raj~ 
puntnaa It is an offset of Marim, its princes being scioas of the bouse of 
Jndu, who established themselves by conquest enthe northern frontier of 
fUc i* rent state : and its position, in the heart of the deacri has contributed, 
to tin, maintenance of their independence. 

It was in S. 1515 (A. f). 1459), the year in which Jotiu transferred the. 
scat of government from Mundore to Jodpoor, thnt his sou Beeka, under tho 
guidance of his uncle Kandui, led three hundred of the sons of Scoji to en- 
iliy boundaries of Ralitore dominion amidst the sand of Margo. Beeka 
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was stimulated to the attempt by the success of his brother Beeda, who had 
recently subjugated the territory inhabited by the Mohib for ages. 

Such expeditions a s that of Beeka, undertaken expressly for conquest, 
were almost uniformly successful. The invaders set out with a determina¬ 
tion to slay or be slain ; and these forays had the additional stimulus of 
being on ‘fated days,’ when the warlike creed of the Rajpoot3 made tho abs- 
tracton of territory from foe or friend a matter of Religious duty. 

Beeka, with h's band of three hundred, fell upon the Sanklas of Jang- 
loo, whom they massacred. The exploit brought them in contact with the 
Bhattis of Poogul, the chief of which gave his daughter in marriage to Roeka 
who fixed his head quarters at Korumdesir, where he erected u castle, and* 
gradually augmented his conquests from ihe neighbourhood. 

Beeka now approximated to the settlements of the Jits or Getes, who 
had for ages been established in these arid abodes ; and as the land* they held 
form a considerable portion of the state of bikaner, it may not be uninter¬ 
esting to give a sketch of the condition of this singular people prior to the 
son ol Joda establishing tho feudal sy.-tem of Rajwarra amongst their paste 
ral commonwealths. 

Of this celebrated and widely-sj read race, we have already given a 
succinct account.* It- appears to have been the most numerous as well as tho 
most conspicuous of the tribes of ancient Asia, from the Jays of Tomyris and 
Cy rus to thos of the pres nt Jit prince of Lahore, whose successor, if ho be 
endued wi h similar energy, may, on the reflux of population, find himself 
seated in their original haunts of central Asia, to which they have alreadv 
considerably advanced * In the f urth century, we find u Yuti or Jit, kini 
dom established in the Panjab ; f bin how much earlier this people colonized 
those regions we are ignorant. At every step made by Mahomeder power in 
11 ui, it encountered the Jits. On their memorable defence of the pussace 
ot r-he Indus against Mahmood, and on the war of extirpation waged arainst 
tnem by Timoor, both in th- ir primeval seats in Maver ool-nehr, as well as 
east of the Sutlej, we have already enlarged; while Baber, in bis‘com me a- 
t-anos, informs us that, in all his irruptions into India, he was assailed by 
multitudes ot Jits t during his progress through the Punjab, the peasantry 
\ v ... . re S lon > now proselytes to I slain, are okiefly of this tribe ; as wdl as 
tne imiifcary retainers, who., as sectarian followers of Nanuk, merge the name 
°* that of StkA or ‘ di9ciple.’§ 

In short, whether as Yubi, Getes, Jits, Juts, or Jats, this race far sur¬ 
passed m numbers, three centuries ago, any other tribe or race in India and 


* P* Hiet. of the Rnjpoofc tribes— Article, Jits, or Gites. 

diflorf-arU/iTLnTi^ possession of Peshore, and entertained viw on Cabo l tho 

ihciii^ d condition of which kingdom affords hitn a favourable) opportunity of realiaiug 
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iT^ a fact that they now constitute a vast majority of the peasantry o i 
western Rajwarra, and perhaps of northern India. , , 

At what period these Jits established themselves in he Indian deS' it, \\< 
arc, os has been already observed, entirely ignorant; but even at the time of 
the Rahtore invasion of these communities, their habits confirmed the tradi¬ 
tion of their Scythio origin. They led chiefly a pastoral hie, wore guided, 
but not governed by the elders, and with the exception of adoration to the 

• universal mother’ (Bhavani ), incarnate in the person of a youthful Jitni, 
they were utter aliens to the Hindu theocracy. In fact, the doctrines of the 
treat Is-lamite saint, Shekh Furoed, appear to have overturned the pagan 
rites brought from the Jaxartcs , and without any settled ideas on religion 
the Jits ef the desert jumbled all their tenets together. They considered 
themselves in short, as a distinct class, and, as a Poomah Jit informed me, 

* thdr wtttmn was far beyond the Five Rivers.” Even in the name of one 
of the six communities ( the A siagh ) on whose submission Beeka founded 
h '3 nsw scale we have nearly tho Asi, the chief of the four tribes from the 
Ouis and Jaxartcs, who overturned the Greek kingdom of Baetria. 

The period of Rahtore domination over these patriarchal communities 
was intermediate between Timoor’s and Baber’s invasion of India. The 
former who was,the founder of the Chagitai dynasty, boasts of tho^myriads 

_ _. * i « ct _r__ J 


cor^rndto perdition” on the desert plains of India as 


O .Jit souls no UUJlSUiiieu. v “ -. * . „ /, • 

W rll as in Transoxiona; so wo may conclude that successive migrations ef tbu 
people from the groat “ storehouse of nations ” went to the lands east of the 
][ n rhie and that the communities who elected Beeka as their sovereign, had 
been established therein for ages. The extent of their possessions justifies 
this o inclusion ; for nearly the whole of the territory forming the boundaries 
oi Bikaner was possoised by the cantons, ytz. 

1. Pooniah, *■ Astag b, 

2. Godarra, Bsniwal, 

o 6. Johya, cr Joweya; 

thowch this la«t is by some termed a ramification of the Yadu-Bhotti: an 
aftiivtl or. hv no means invalidating their claims to be eonsidered of Jit or 

YU * Ewf cantOB bore the name of the community, and was subdivided into 
districts. Besides the s : x Jit ca.itons, there were three more simultaneously 
wrested from Rajpoot proprietors ; viz. Bhagore, the Khamputta, and 
Atobilla- The six Jit cantons constituted the central end northern, while 
thoso of the Rajpoots formed the western and southern frontiers. 


Disposition of MiG Cantons at that period. 

Cantons. No, of Village.;. Districts. 

1 -i, o/)() Bahadcran Ajitpoor, Seedmookh, 

t, ooiuah...... 300 Rajgur’h, Dadrewoh, Sankoo, &e. 

aiwal. 150 Bookurlco, Sondurie, Munohurpoor 

Kooi@ i Bae, &c. 

Johya- .. 600 Jaetpoor, Koornbanoh, Mahajin 


Peepasir, Oodipoor^c. 


X U. till I 


Th ri‘j of ‘lie Agra province c f >nn 
uf liiiiuti. und buvo *< tradition 1L * 


:<ior thei-.dfflveb illegitimate 
their wtiu. ia CandaW. 


doaoenclwnfc# of tho 
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150 Raotsir, Birmsir, Dandoosir, Gumiaoli. 

300 Kaijur, Phoag,. Boochawas, Sowae, 

Badinoo, Sirsilak,&c* 

700 Poondrasir, _ Gosensir (great), She, 

khsir, Gursisir, Garibdesir, Rungayaiu- 
— Kaloo, &c. 



Total in the six | 

Jit cantons..... J 2, 200 


7. Bhagore. 300 

8 . Mohilla. 140 

9. Kharri-putta, \ 

or salt district... j 30 


Bikaner, Nal, Kailah, Rajasir, Suttasir- 
Chutturgur’h, Rindisir, Beetnok’h 
Bhavanipoor, Jcinnil-sir, &c. 
Chaupur (capital of Mohilla), Saondah, 
Herasir, Gopalpoor, Oharwas, Becdasir, 
Ladnoo, Mulsisir, Khurbooza-ra-kotc. 


Grand Total.. 2, 670 


With suck rapidity were state* formed in those times, that in a f C u 
years after Beeka left his paternal roof at Mundorc, he was lord over 2 670 
villages and by a title far stronger and more legitimate than that of’con¬ 
quest—the spontaneous election of the cantons. But although three c Ml 
tunes have scarcely past since their amalgamation into » sovereignty one - 
ha!f of the villages cease 10 exist ; nor are there now 1, 300 forming t|he rai 
ot boom* Sing, the present occupant and lineal descendant of Beeka. 

The Jit3 and Johyas of these regions, who extended over all the northern 
desert over to the Garab, led a pastoral life, their wealth consisting in their 
cattle, which they reared in great numbers, disposing of the superfluity and 
ot the ghee ( butter clarified ) and wool, through the medium of Sarsote 
\ >arasva ^ ) Brahmins ( who, in these regions, devote themselves to traffic ) 
icceiving in return grain and other conveniences or necessaries of life. 

A variety of causes conspired to facilitate the formation of the sluio of 
JJitcaner, and the reduction of the ancient Scythio simplicity of > he Jit 
communities to Rajpoot feudal sway ; and although iho success ..f bis brother 
f' .'i 1 0VRr MohUs m some degree payed the way, his bloodless conquest 
o i u never have happened but for the presence of a vice which has dissolved 
all the republics of the world. The jealousy of the Johyas and Uodnms. the 
O in Oat powerful of the six Jit cantons, was the immediate motive ro f ho 
p opi ia .urn of the ‘ son of Joda , besides which, tho communities found the 
nanu ot Heeda, which had extirpated the ancient Mohils when living with 
them in amity, most tronble-some neighbours Further, they were dfieir® 
to place between them and the Bhattis of Jessulmere a more powerful barrier, 
and last, not least, they dreaded the hot valour and * thirst for land’ which 
characterized Beoka's retainers, now contiguous to them at J a>gloo. I'or 
these weighty reasons, at a meeting of the ‘ elders of the Uodav.as if was 
resolved to conciliate the Itahtore. 
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Tandu was the patriarchal head of the Godarras ; his residence was at 
Shekhsir.* The ‘ elder’ of Roneah was next in rank and estimation to 
Pandu, in communities where equality was as absolute as the proprietary 
right to the lauds which each individually held : that of pasture being 
common. 

The ciders of Shekhsir and Roneah were deputed to enter into terms 
with Rajpoot prince, and to invest him with supremacy over their community, 

on the following conditions :— . , , ,, T . . ., 

First. To make common cause with them, agamit the Jotiyaa and other 

cantons, with whom they were then at variance ; _ . 

Second. To guard the western frontier against the irruption of the 

2/iird: To hold the rights and privileges of the community inviolable: 
On the fulfilment of these conditions, they relinquished to Beeka and his 
descendants the supremo power over the Godarras ; assigning to him, in per¬ 
petuity the power to levy dhood, or a ‘ hearth-tax,’ of one rupee on each 
house ‘in the canton, and a land-tax of two rupees on each hundred beegas of 
cultivated land within their limits. . 

Apprehensive, however, that Beeka or his descendants might encroach 
unon their rights, they asked what security . he could offer against such a 
p - The Rajpoot chief replied that, in order to dissipate tneir 

^ ll J 1 _Oil.. 


fears on this head, as well as to perpetuate the remembrance of the su¬ 
premacy thu3 voluntarily conferred; he would solemnly bind himself and his 
Bucce.-sors to receive the tUa of inauguration from the hands of the de¬ 
scendants of the elders of Shekhsir and Roneah, and that the gad* should be 
deemed vacant until such rite was administered. • 

In this simple transfer of the allegiance of this pastoral people, we mark 
that instinctive love of liberty which accompanied the Gete in all places 
and all conditions of society, whether on the hanks of the Oxus and the 
Jaxartes^or in the sandy desert of India ; and although his polmca inde- 
is now annihilated, he is still ready even to shed his blood if his 
iUipojt master dare to infringe his inalienable right to his lapota, hispa- 

te ‘ n 1t a is r seldom that so incontestable a title to supremacy can be asserted as 
that which the weakness and jealousies of the Godarras conferred upon Beeka, 
and it s a pleasing incident to find almost throughout India m the ohsv 
v nee of certain rites, the remembrance of the original compact winch trans¬ 
pired the sovereign power from the lords of the soil to their Rajpoot cm- 
ouerors Thus, in Mewar. the fact of the power conferred upon tho Ghclote 
L rider hv the Bhil aborigines, is commemorated by a ensiom brought down 
i t j present times. ( See vol. i. p. 191.) At Amber, the same is recorded 
L the important offices retained by ihe Meenas the primitive inhabitants of 
i n i Ll Both Kotah and Boondi retain in their names the remembrance 
. ' l l |.,^f. ,iciont lords of Harouti; and Beeka’s descendants preserve in a 
Jtof j manner, the recollection of their bloodless conquest of the Jits, lo 
this d:iy™he descendant of Pandu applies the unguent of royalty to the 
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Beeka; on which occasion, the prince ‘ places the—- 
iiiie of relief/ consisting of twenty-five pieces of gold, in the hand of the Ja 
Moreover, the spot which he selected for his capital, was the birthright of a 
Jit, who would only concede it for this purpose on the condition .hut his 
l ■ should be linked in perpetuity with its surrender* Naira, or Near, was 
the name of the proprietor, which Boeka added to his own, thus composing 
that of the future capital, Bikaner. 

Besides this periodical recognition of the transfer of power, on all lapses 
of the crown, there are annual memorials of the lights of the Godaua* 
acknowledged not only by the prince, but by all his Idajpoot vassal-kin, quar 
tered on the lands of the Jit ; and although 1 the sons of Beeka/ now multi¬ 
plied over the country, do not much r< spect the ancient compact, they at 
least recognize, in the maintenance of these formula*, the origin of i heir 
power. 




On the spring and autumnal* festivals of the Holi and Denali, the 
heirs of the patriarchs of Shekhair :md Roneah give the £tka to the princo 
and all his feudality. The Jit of Roneah bears the silver cup and platter 
which holds the ampoule of ihe desert, while hiscompeor applies it to the 
prince’s fofeho id. The Raja in return deposits a nuzzeranci of a gold mohur, 
and five p oces of tdlver ; the chieftains, according to their rank, following his 
example. The gold is taken by the Shekhsir Jit. the silver by the elder of 
iloneih. 

To resume our narrative : when the preliminaries were adjusted, by 
Bw ka’< swearing to maintain the rights of the community which thus sumn 
dnivd thi ir liberties to his keeping, they united their arms, and invaded the 
Johyas. lliis populous community, which extended over the northern region 
of the desert, even to the Sutlej, reckoned eleven hundred village* m t .h 0 j r 
canton ; yet now, after the lapse of little more than three centuries, the very 
name of Johya is extinct. 'Hiey appear to he the Jenjooheh of Baber, who. 
in his irruption into ..India, found them congregated with the ‘ Juds / about 
the cluster of hills in the first, doabeh of the Punjab, called “ the mountains 
of Joude /' a position claimed by the Yadus or Jadoos in the very dawn of 
their history, and called Jaddoo ca dau g, ‘the Jado*> hills.’ This supports tho. 
assertion (hat the Johya is of Yadu race, while it does not invalidate its 
claims to Yuti or Jit descent, as will be further shew in the early portion of 
the annals of the Yadu-Bhattis.J 

! he patriarchal head of the Johy.as resided at Bhuropal j his name was 
Shore Sing. He mustered the strength of the canton, and for a long time 
wiihsto.) 1 the continued efforts of the Rajpoots and the God arras ; nor wa? it 
unid treas-oii had done its worst/ by the murder of their elder, and the 
consequent possession of Bhuropal that the Johyas succumbed to Rah loro 
don i 1 nation. 

W lth this accession of power, Beeka carried his aims westward, and Con* 
qoered Bhagore from the Bhatti/ It was in this distriot, originally wrested 


1 . Vidc Vot J- P- 981-421—for an account of these festive!', 
tiv n 1 pi^Cnto i a wort on tills nice entitled Th. Book »f the (flotu m., by tl.c 

j 0 /..- r ‘ mir), ^ 0r of 3o8sulmer) t„> iho Royal Asiatic Satiety, llaving obtained it ju8t * 
torit*”!' , va) l )ot ru,a > 1 nover had leisure to exur-duc it. or to pronounce ou xU value ae an h»V 
i it r document ; but any worl: having toforonco lo bo singular a commum4,y can so&rrvly*. 
1 * 1 to b mai ior u f interest. 
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bytt\Q Bhatfcis from the Jits, that Beeka founded his capital, Bikaner, on tfce 
15th Bysak S. 1545. (^.D, 1489), thirty years after his departure from 

the parental roof at Mundore. 

When Beeka was thus firmly established, his uncle Kandul, to whose 
spirit of enterprise ho was mainly indebted for success, depaited with his 
immediate kin to the northward, with a view of settling in fresh conquests. 
Ho successively subjugated the communities* of Asiagh, Beniwal, and Sarun, 
which cantons are mostly occupied by his descendants, styled “ Iyandulote 
R'htores,” at this day, and although they form an integral portion of the 
Bikaner state, in their independent bearing to its chief, that their estates 
were il the gift of their own swords, not of his patents and they pay but a 
reluctant and nominal obedience to his authority, hen necessity or avarice 
imposes a demand for tribute, it is often met by a fiat refusal, accompanied 
v/Hh such a comment as this: u Who mado this Raja ? Was it notour 
common ancestor, Kandul ? Who is he, who presumes to levy tribute from 
us V* KanduTs career of conquest was cut short by the emperor’s lieutenant 
in His3ar • he was slain in attempting this important fortress. 

Beeka died in S. 1551 (A. I). 1495), leaving two sons by the daughter 
ot the Bhatti chief of Poogul, viz. Hoonkurn, who rucct-eded, and Gurai, who 
founded Guisisir and Ursisir. The stock of the latter is numerous, and is 
distinguished by the epithet Qursote Beeka, whose principal fiefs are those of 
G ursisir and Garibdesir, each having twenty*four villages depending on 

them.* , 

Hoonkura made several conquests from the Bhatus, on the western iron- 
tir. lt [[e had four sons ; his eldest desiring a separate establishment in his 
If, dime, for the fiefof Mahajin and one hundred and forty villages, renounced 
I ' rip;of primogeniture in favour of his brother Jaet, who succeeded m S. 
1;>G9. His brothers had each appanages assigned to them. He had three 
sons, 1st. Calin Bing, 2d. Seoji, and 3d. Aishpal -Tac-tsi reduced tho 
district o* NamoR from ? >me independent Grasir chiefs, and settled it as the 
appanage of his second son, Seoji. It was Jnotei also who compelled the sons 
of IVjr ,la,’the fii>t Rahtore colonists of this region, to acknowledge his su¬ 
premacy by an annual tribute, besides certain taxes. 

Oa!iao Sing succeeded in S. 1603. Ho had three sons, 1st. Rae Sing, 
2d. Ram Sing, and 3d. Pirthi Sing. 

Uae Sing ujoeeded in S. 1630 (A. D. 1573). Until this reign, the 
Jits had, in a great degree, preserved their ancient privileges. Their main¬ 
tenance was however, found rather inconvenient, by the now superabundant 
Rajpoot population, and they were consequently dispossessed of all political 
authority. With tho loss of independence their military spirit decayed, and 
they sunk into tome tillers of the earth. In this reign also Bikaner r ae to 
importance amongst the principalities of the empire, and if the Jibs parted 
with their liberties to the Rajpoot, the latter, in like manner, bartered his 
freedom to become a Satrap of Delhi. On his father s death, Re Sing in 


% To i.ho few who will peruse thoao annals of tho <IoA»rfc tri bog. it,will br in to routing to 
obwrvn tin- volopmonb of families and th 2 main r win™, by nueh diatim-civa patronymics, of 
thru- uiWm. In ilc annals of thin rotnoto slaie, 1 shall not enter ai any h i.::tu 1 .n »-h« 
hi«tjryol tl.oit* iuh, which Are. with a ohaujio of names am' : ‘I) pretty nv-H> ulilco ; 

but ronf, 0 M, uol.‘. ufi r a subduct and oonu, o cd ^moai ^ ul relation, to the marmora ol 
tho -pit: tho ugpeot, prodttOtionrf, and gOvornmaufc of the country. 
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'undertook the sacred duty of conveying his ashes to tho Ganges. r lhe 
illustrious Akber was then emperor of India. Rae Sing and the emperor 
had married sisters, princesses of Jessulmer. This connection obtained for 
him, on his introduction to court by Raja Maun of Amber, the dignity of a 
leader of four thousand horse, the title of Raja, and the government of 
Hissar. Moreover, when Maldeo of Jodpoor incurred the displeasure of the 
king, and was dispossessed of the rich district of Nagorc, it* was given to 
Rae Sing, While these honours, and increased power as one of the king’s 
lieutenants, he returned to his dominions, and sent his brother Ram Sing 
against Bhutnair, of which he made a conquest, ihis town was the chiei 
place of a distrtet belonging to the Bbattis, originally Jits * of \<*du des¬ 
cent, but who assumed this name on becoming proselytes to the faith of Rlam. 

Rae Sing, at the same time, completely subjugated the Johyas, who, 
always troublesome, had recently attempted to regain their ancient inde¬ 
pendence. The Rajpoots carried fire and sword into this country, of which 
they made a desert. Ever since it has remained desolate: the very name of 
Job/a is lost, though the vestiges of considerable towns bear testimony to a 
remote antiquity. 4 ’! 

Amidst these ruins of the Joliyas, the name of Sehtndcr Roomi (Al« zan¬ 
der the Great) has fixed itself, and tho desert retains the tradition that the 
ruin called Rung-mahl, the ‘painted place,/ near Dandoesir, was the capital 
of a prince of this region punished by a visitation of the Mac edonian con ¬ 
queror. History affords no evidence of Alexander’s passage of tho Gar ah, 
though the scene of his severest conflict was in that nook of the Punjab net 
remote from the lands of the Joliyas. But though the chronicler of Alex¬ 
ander does not sanction our indulging in this speculation, the total darkness 
in which we appear doomed to remain with regard to Bactri and die petty 
Grecian kingdoms on the Indus, established by him, does not forbid out sur 
mise, that by some of those, perhaps the descendants of Python, such a visi¬ 
tation might have happoned/f* The same traditions assert that these regions 
were not always either arid or desolate, and the living chronicle alludt d to in 
the note, repeated the stanza elsewhere given, which dated its deterioration 
from the drying up of the Ilafa'a river, which came from the Punjab, and 
flowing through the heart of this country, emptied itself into tho Iudur 
between Rory Beklmr and Ootcb. 

The affinity thnt this word (IJokra) has both to the Capgar and Sankro t \ 
would lead to the conclusion of either being the stream referred to. The 
former we know as being engutphed in the sands about, tho Iteriana o 
while the Saukra is a stream which, though now dry, was used ae u 
demarcate n even in the lime of Nadir Sing. It ran eastward, parall 
the Iudur and making it his boundary, Nadir added all the fertile v; 

Indus to his Persian kingdom. The only date this log 
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RamSing, having thus destroyed the power of future resistance in the 
Joliyas, 'iraed his arms against, the Pooniah Jits, the List who preserved 
their ancient liberty. They wore vanquished, and the Rajpoots were inducted 
into their most valuable possessions. But the conqueror paid the penalty of 
iiis hte for the glory of colonizing the lands of the Pomiahs. He was slain 
in their expiring effort to shake oil the yoke of the stranger and though the 
Kamsiugotes add to th .3 numerical strength, and enlarge the territory of the 
hoirs of .Beeka, they, like the Kandulobes, little increase the power of tho 
atufc'g t) which their obedience is nominal. #jcdmojk’h and Sankoo are the 
two chief places of the Ramsing tes. 

Thus, with :ho subjugation of th Pooniahs, the political annihilation of 
the six Jib c nitons of tho desert was accomplished: they are now occupied in 
agriculture and their old pastoral pursuits, and are an industrious tax- 
paying race under their indolent Rajpoot masters. 

P:\ja Rae Sing led a gallant band of his Rahfcores in all the wars of 
Akbcr. He was distinguished in tho assault of Ahruodabid, slaying in single 
cor^lnt the governor, Mirza M chained Hussein. Tho emperor, who knew 
the value of such valorous subjects, strengthened tho connexion which a’roady 
subsisted between the crown and the Kali tores, by obtaining for prince Selim 
(afterwards Jahangir) Rae Sing’s daughter to wife. The unfortunate Purve/. 
was tie fruit of this marriage. 

Rae ^ing Was succeeded by his only son, Kurrnn, in S. 1688 (A D. 

1032). 

Kurrun Judd tho hnunsub of two thousand/ and the government of 
Dmdatabad, in his father’s life time. Being a supporter ot the just claims ot 
Dam, Shcko, a plot was laid by the general of his antagonist, wi h whom ho 
serve-1, to destroy him, but which he was enabled to defeat by the timely 
ini-dligmce of the Mara prince of Boondi. He died at Bikaner, leaving four 
sons, 1 Pudm Sing, 2. K >suri Sing. 3. MoUun Sing, and 4. Anop »Siug. 

This, family furnishes another example of tho prodigal sacrifice, of Raj - 
poet blood in the imperial service. The two elder princes were slain in tho 
storm 0 Reejipoor and the tragical death ol tl • third, llohnn ^ing, in tho 
imp :rnl ••amp, forms an episode in Feiishfca’s His ory of tho Dekhan.* 

* The youi .s los' rt c:hiei*j.in, like all his tribo, would fin \ mutter for qliarrsl in the wine 
)[i,uiu- in Ins IP.ua. Jin. -ing reo- ive-1 winin' ho deemed an insult from tho brother-in-law of the 
P/i. yvi'i. in jv dispute rogar Tag a fawn, ho appealed t » his sword, and a duel en.-m-d e.cu in 
tho presou .o-ehiituuer, in wj icli young Mohun folk The fracas was reported t - his brother 
i • .. . ii -! i-’taucj from the scene. With tho t’:w retainers at hand. he rushed loihe spot 

end lounrl hi ; brorh.jr lmrhe-1 in his bloorl. Jlis uuuigonist, '.till hnngin/ over his victim, 
whoa lie saw the infuriated Rqditove outer, with sword and shield, prepared for dieadl’nl 
rotrunJ^ii Ihddnd one of th« column-: of tue Aum Kliaa {Oicj.n). But Pudmu’rf 
won readied him. and nveneed liU brotbc *’s death; a; the record nays, -ho foiled him i-o 
i li < art ii. elonvmtf at the satm- place the pillar in twain. Taking up the dead body o'* lmi 
IumlI ,m\ i i i i f ||. r uirh d V, his vmuils, h«* r uair-’ 1 t > his qu irtu's. where lie assemhlod nil 
ihu :• tjwr.i priu •’8 aorviim with thoir nntmyeutd mdoypou-, lUroUti, and harangued thorn 
mu the limit tu fchoir race in tho murder <jl his brother. fhoy all u p'eed to libaildorl tho 
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Sing succeeded in S, 1730 (A. D. 1674). For the services of 
his family he had the castle and land 4 of Adoni conferred upon him, with. 

‘ the munsub of five thousand/ and the governments of Benjipoor 'and, 
Arungabad. Anop Sing led his clans with the head ot his race, the prince of 
Jodpoor, to quell a rebellion amongst the Afghans ot Cabul, which having 
effected, he returned to the peninsula. Ferishta and the native annals are at 
varianceon his death ; the former asserting that he died in the Dekhan, while 
die latter sayhtht g c left that country, disgusted with the imperial com¬ 
mander's interfenhe about his ground of encampment, and that he died atg 
Bikaner. He left two sons, Suroop Sing and Sujaun Sing. 

Suroop, who succeeeded in S. 1765 (A. D. 1709), did not long enjoy 
his honours, being killed in attempting to recover Adoni, which the tmperor 
had resumed on his father’s leaving the army. 

Sujaun Sing, his successor, did nothing. 

Zoorawur Sing became Raja in S. l793g.A. D. 1737). The domestic 
incidents of this, as of the preceding reigns, are (without interest. 

Guj Sing succeeded in S. 1802 (A. D. 1746). Throughout a long 
reign of forty-one years, this prince carried on border strife with the Bhattis 
aii'l tin Khan of Hhawulpoor. From the foirner he took Rajasir, Kailas 
Rainir, Sufctasir, Bunnipura, Mootalai, and other villages of inferior note . 
and from the Khan ho recovered the important frontier castle of Anongurh. 

He laid waste, filling up the wells, a considerable tract of oounlrv west of 
the front if i post of Anopgurh, to prevent the incursions of the D nodyotrns. 
Raja Guj had some celebrity from the number of his offspring, ha'in^ 
hadsi.\ty-one children, though all bub six were the ‘sons of love 9 The 
legitimates were, Chuttur Sing, who died in infancy ; Raj Sing who v is 
poisoned by the mother of Soorufc Sing, the reigning prine , 
and Ajib Sing, both of whom fled the paternal roof to escape the fate of 
their elder brother, and are now at Jeypoor ; Soorut Sing, Raja of Bikaner ’ 
and Siam Sing, who enjoys a small appanage in Bikaner. 

Raj Sing succeeded his father S. 1843 (A. D. 1787), but he enjoyed’ 
the dignity only thirteen days, being removed by a dose of poison by [ho 
motherf of Soorufc Sing, the fifth son of Raja Guj. The crown thus nefari¬ 
ously obtained, this worthy som of such a parent determined to maintain hi.; 
?! i! >rity by like means, and to leave no compet itor to contest his eL in is. 
1 : mis accordingly removed by death or exile ali who stood between him ’lid 
the yach 0 f Boska.’ 

q; <% two sons, Pertap Sing and Joy Sing. On the dc ath of Rai 
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bafts, sufficient to overcome all opposition. The infant prince was kept 
secluded, and at length the regent issued the warrant in his own name for 
the nobles to assemble at the capital. Ex 'eptthe two traitors enutm rat’ d, 
they to a man refused ; but instead of comb uing to oppose him, they 
indolently remained at their castles. Codeeting all his tro ps, the usurper 
passed'to Nohur, where he enticed the chief of Bookurko to an interview, 
and lodged him in the fortr as of Nohur. Thence he pa-sed1 to Ajifipura, 
•i-'bi h he plundered ; and advancing to Saiikoo. h - attacked it inform. 
Dooriun Sing defended himself with valour, and when reduced -o extremity 
committed suicide. His heir Was put in fetters, and a fine of twelve thousand 
rupees was levied from the vass ds of Sanlcoo, The commercial town of 
Cb >oru waa next att.cked ; it held out six months, when the confined chief 
•of Bookurko as the price of his own freedom, treacherously offered to put 
the ivrant in possession. He effected this, and a fine of nearly two lakl.s of 
rupee- (£20,000) was oflered to spare the town from plunder. 

1 Bv this act of severity, and the means it furnished, Soorut returned to 
[Bikan-r determined to remove the only bar between him and the crown, his 
prince and nephew. In this he found some difficulty, from the virtue and 
of his sister, who never lost sight of the Infant. Frustrated in all 
attempts to oireumvent her, and not daring to blazon the murder by open 
Tiok ur?, he invited the needy Raja of Nit-war to make luoposals ioi his 
•eister’s hand. In vain she urged her advanced period of life ; and in order 
to deter ihe suitor, that she had already been affianced to Rana Ursi of 
Mewar. Ail his scrup es vanished at the dower of three lakhs, which the 
Tegent offered the impoverished scion of the famous Raja Nala* Herob- 
rrmons were overruled and she was forced to sui mit ; though she not Only 
taw’t'rou-h her broth r’s anxiety f r her removal, but boldly cha-ged him 
wdlh 1 its nefarious .intensions. He was not content with disavowing them 


urns nemnuuo — - . < 

Jbut at her desire gave her the m ; st solemn assur me r of the child a safety 


He r departure ^ the signal of his death ; for not long after, hewas found 
-Ivaru led and it s said by the regent's own hands, having in vain en¬ 
deavoured to obtain the offices of the Mahay in chieftain as the executioner of 

^ Thus^in one short year after the death of Raja Raj. the QCidl of ^ Beekn 
dishonoured by being possess 'd by an assassin of his prince. In S. 1h57 
u'A D 1801), the e'd< r brothers of the usmper, Roortun Sirig and Ayib- 

Si u. who had found refuge in Jeypoor, repaired to Bhutnair and assembled 

the vassals of the disaffected nobles and Bhaitis in order to d throne the 
tvant Bub the recollection of his severities deterred some, while bribes kept 
hr- others ;<ud the usurper did not hesitate tP advance to meet his f-es, 
Th • eunojiitcr, which took place at Beegore, was obstinate and bloody, and 
thre thousand Bhattis alone if. Tins signal vlotory e°nfirmed boon*., 
usurpation. He ere ted a esfctle on the field of battle, which he called 

Fidlchanrh 'the abode of victory." . , t , 

Flushed with this brilliant success, Soor.rb Sing determined to make his 
authority respected both at home and abroad He m aclcd his tmbnbmt 
nonntryinen, the Be dawuts, and levied fifty th-W WJ*™ ^ 
Iftr.fla, Chonru. which had proved aid Jo the late confederacy, wus once 
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invested and mulcted, and various other places were attacked ere they 
could join. But one solitary castle was successfully defended, that of Ch’hani. 
ran Here tile uanrner was foiled, and. aftei* aiv mnnfK - 


" -- j ^ ,, J -.V.VW, Ul \JJi il fclli, 

near bahaderam Here the usurper was foiled, and, after six month : fruitless 
siege, compelled to return to his capital. 

Shortly after, he eagerly availed himself of an opportunity to*punish 
the excesses of the Daodpotras, and to withdraw attention from himself, by 
kindling a popular war against these powerful and turbulent neighbours. 
The occasion was the Kerani chief of Tearoh demanding his aid against his 
liege lord, Bhawul Khan. As these border feuds are not extinguished even 
in these days of universal peace, it may not bo uninteresting to see the 
teudal muster-roll of the desert chiefs on such occurrences, as well as tho 
mode in which they carry on hostilities. It was very shortly before that 
victory had preponderated on tho side of the Rahtores by a gallant coun-rh- 
main of the lord marcher of Bikaner, who carried the castle of Mozgurh in 
a midnight assault. The hero on this occasion was not a Rahtore, but a 
bn-ilti chief, in the service of Bikaner, named Hindu Sing, who gained ‘im¬ 
mortality by the stylo in which he scaled tho walls, put Mahomed Maroop 
verani, the governor, and th ? garrison to the sword, and brought away 
captive to Bikaner tho governor’s wife, who was afterwards ransomed for fivo 
thousand rupees and four hundred camels. 

The outlaw who sought sirtia at Bikaner, on this occasion, a\nsof tho 
e tribe, Kerani, his name Khodalmksh (‘gift of God’\ chief of Tearoh" 

fkf* f r. nn nnmil ft >-\F i- K -i TV i U7.1.L .11 i • • ^ 


same 


one of the principal fiefs of the Daodpotras. 'With all hi 3 retainers "to the 
amount of three hundred horsa aud (iv; him Ired foot, ho throw hims-dt < n 
the protection of Soorut Sing, who assigned him twenty villages and one 
hundred rupees d*i y for his support. The 'Reruns were the most ’ power' d 
vassals ot rhavyul Khan, who-might hAve paid dear for the resumption of 
Tearoh, whose chief promised the Rajpoot nothing less than to extend his 
conquests to the Indus. Allured by tins bait, the kher was proclaimed aud 
the sons of Beeka assembled from all quarters. 

Horse. 

Abhove Sing, chief of. ..Book urko.. .300 

R 10 Rarn Sing, of.Poogul....... 100 

Hatfci Sing, of..Rinair. 8 

Kurrun Sing,-of*.^.Suttftsir. 9 

Anop Sing.Jussaroh... 40 

KhbSii ig...Jemunsir... GO 

’Bheni Sing, of.........Jangloo. 9 

Bhoni Sing, of.Beetuoke.... 2 


Foot. 

2,000 

400 

150 

150 

250 

350 

250 

61 


Gun9. 


Feudal retainers .528 

Foreign Brigade Ukf' Mu T F " rihaV ."T 

in tho j , ^ ag ? ae gft> or household troop...200 

Roja’a Bervico. K Camp of Uunga Sing....200 

l.T)o. of Dootjun $ing.... CO 

f Anoka Sing I . 300 

i Laori Sing Sikh ohieftains..-250 

Bood-Sing j . . i.. 250 

Lovioa. I Sooltan Khan I M . 4:)0 

k. Ahmed K han j ^ •—r- 

Total ••• 2,188. 


3,61) 


21 


1,500 

600 


•i 
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The command-in chief 
Mafcoh* son of tho Dowan. 
broke ground, and tho feud i 


of thii brilliant array was conferred on Jnifcroh 
On the 13th uf Magh 185G (spring of 1800) he 
d levies fell in on the march by Kunasir, Rajasir, 
Kaili, fianair. and Anohgurh, the last point of rendezvous. Thence he 
proceeded by Soogurh,* Mozgurh, and Phoolra, all of which were taken 
aber a low weeks’ siege, and from the last they levied a lakh and a quarter 
of rupees, with other valuables, and nine guns. They advanced to Khyrpur, 
within three miles of the Indus, when being jo nod by other refractory chiefs, 
.fait.roh inarched direct on the capital, Bhawulpoor, within a short distance of 
which he encamped preparatory to the attack. Phe Khan, however, by this 
d *!av, was enabled to detach the most considerable of his nobles from the 
Rajpoot standard: on which the Bikaner Dewan, satisfied with the honour of 
having insulted Bhawulpoor, retreated with the spoils he had acquired. He 
was received hy the usurper with contempt, and degraded for not fighting. 

The Bhaftis, smarting with the reco'lection of their degradaiion, two 
years after the battle of Beegoro attempted the invasion of Bikaner, but 
sv r? a^ain repulsed with loss; and these skirmishes continued until S. 18GI 
m £) & 1805 ), when Raja Soorut attacked the Khan of the Bhattis in his 
capital, Bhutnair. It capitulated after a siege of six months, when Zabta 
Khan, wuh his garrison and effects, was permitted to retire to Rhania, since 
which this p ace has remained an appanage of Bikaner. 

The coalition against Jodpoor was ruinous toSoorut, who supported the 
cause of the pretender, on which the usurper expend* d twenty-four lakhs of 
rupees, nearly five years’ revenue of this desert region. On this occasion, he 
fed al 1 his troops in person against Jodpoor, and united in the siege, which 
they were however compelled to abandon with dishonour, and retrograde to 
their sew ral abodes. In consequence of this, the usurper fell sick, and was 
at ttm last extremity ; nay. the ceremonies for the dead were actually com¬ 
menced ; but he recovered' to the grief and misery of his subjects. To supply 
an «-vhausled treasury, bis extortions know no bounds ; and having chciished 
tho idea that he might compound his past sins by rites and gifts, to the 
priests, ho is surrounded by a group of avaricious Brahmins, who are main¬ 
tained' in luxury at the expense of his subjects. His cruelty keeps pace with 
his avarice and his fears. The chief of Bookurko he put to death, not¬ 
withstanding his numerous services. Nahur Sing of Seedjmqokh, Cyan Sing 
and Goman Sing of Gundaili, amongst the chief feud: Dorics of the state, 
shared the same fate. Cbooru was invested a third time, and with its chief, 
fell in the tyrant’s hands. 

With this system of terror, his increasing superstition, and diminished 
attention to public duties, the country is annually deteriorating in population 
and wealth ; and as if thsy had not misery enough within, they have nob 
had o single good season for years.f Owing to the disobedience of the 
muthern chiefs, 3 nd the continual incursions of the Ylahtt, Bhatti robbcis, 
who sv cp the land of cattle, and often cut and carry off entire crops, the 
peasant .Tit, tho ancient lord of the soil, is often left t> the alternative of star¬ 
vation or emigration. Many have consequently sought shelter in ( tho Biitisn 
frontier t 


3r eni' b x 
irritorie 


Hansi and Heriana, where they are kindly received, 


'■ ill ternu-r „ u uu) was Bullur, one of (ho most nmient eiiioa of »ho 4o3ort, as is Phoolm 
a Tokyo... .luw mu. 

i .‘‘bli Wv'am was dravm up in 18 H- 




ANNALS OF J1IKANER. 

^RTnco the English have occupied Sirsah "and the lands belonging to the 
Bhatti Bahader Khan, the misfortunes of the cultivators of the northern 
p>arts of Bikaner huv* been doubled by the inroads <»f a band left wiBiout 
resource. In some parts, the Jits combine to protect themselves against 
these iiiroads: every hamlet has its post of defence, a tower ot earth, on which 
is perched a watchman and kettle- drum, to beat the alarum which is taken 
up from village to village, and when an enemy is discovered, ad are in arms 
to defend their property. The unfortunate Jit is obliged to plough his 
fields under the load of shield and sany, or heavy iron lance ; so that, at no 
distant period, the whole of this region must become as dcsul:.te as the tracts 
once possessed by the Johvas. * 

Such, at the end of three hundred and twenty-three years, is tho change 
which a Itajuoot usurper his effecte 1 in tue once comparatively populous com¬ 
munities of the Jits. Fiom the founder, Bceka, to the present tyrannic 1 
governor, there have been only eleven descents though thirteen reigns, giving 
an avenge of thirty years for the one, and twenty*five for the other: a fact 
which speaks forcibly for the general morality of tho descendants of Beeka. 

Before wo enter on the physical aspect of the country, we must make 
mention of Beedavati, th * lands of‘the sons of Beeda/ now an inti grid 
portion of Bikanor. It will be borne in mind that Beeda, the brothel* ot 
Beeka, led the fir^t Rajpoot colony from Mundore, iu search of fresh 
establishment. His first attempt was in the province of God war, then 
belonging to the Rana : but his reception there was so warm, that ht, moved 
northward, and was glad to take service with the chief of Mohils. This 
ancient tribe is by some termed a branch of the Yadus, but is by others 
considered a separate race, and one of tho Thirty-six royal races : all aro 
agreed as to its antiquity. The residence of the Mohil chiof was Chaupur, 
where, with the title of Tkakoor, he ruled over one hundred and fonv 
townships. Beeda doemeJ circumvention better than open force to eftece 
his purposes ; and as, according to tho Rajpoot maxim, in all attempts 1 to 
obtain land, 5 success hallows the means, he put in train a scheme which, us 
it affords the least cause for suspicion, has often been used for this object. 
Beeda became the medium of a matrimonial arrangement between the Mohil 
chief and the prince of Marwar ; and us the relation and natural guardian of 
the bride, ho conveyed tiie nuptial train unsuspected in to the castlo of the 
Mohils, whose chiefs were assembled to honour the festivites. But insL id of 
the Rahfcore fair and her band of maidens, tho valorous sons of Joda rushed 
eword in hind from the litters and covered vehicles, and treacherously cut 
off the best men of Mohilla. They kept possession of the inner fortress 
until tidings of their success brought reinforcements from Jodpoor For ihia 
aid, Boedn assigned to his father’ Ladnoo and its twelvo villages, now in- 
corpor\ted with Jodpoor. The son of Beeda, Tez Sing laid tho fou ida ion o 
a new capital, which he called after his fafch t\ B dasir. The community of 
the Beedawuts i- the mo*t powerful in Bikaner, whose prince is obliged to 
bs satisfied with almost, nominal marks of supremacy, and to v. strut his 
deni mds, which are elsewhere unlimited. The a tie region ol tho Mohilas 

* Wiiiie putti g this to r,hr pr .a., rumour Buys that tl»*? clnofa ot H’kanor arc in opca 
■/-‘bullion u-ain.o- the R i-.v, who hfis s-ppliod, bqt without suoovas, to tho Ouneuimont, 

f°' •upport. This, il‘ truo, is a; it ohould bu. 
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around the ancient capital Ohaupur, is an extensive flat, flooded in tbo 
periodical rains from the surrounding tcccl&s or ‘sand-hills, the soil of which 
is excellent, even wheat being abundantly produced. The Oasis , as it is 
entitled to be termed, may be twenty live miles (twelve-cosh) in extreme 
length, by about six in breadth. We oannot affirm that the entire Beedawut 
district of one hundred and forty villages, and to which is assigned a popula¬ 
tion of forty thousand to fifty thousand aouls, one-third being Rahtores, ‘the 
son 3 of Beod&' is within this flat. It is subdivided into twelve fiefe, of 
which five are pre-eminent. Of the ancient possessors, the indigenous Mohils, 
there are not more than-twenty families throughout the land of Mohila- the 
rest are chiefly Jit agriculturists and the mercantile castes. 

We do thu sons of Beeka no injustice when we style them a community 
of plunderers. Like the sons of Esau, “thier hand is against every man/ 
and they are too powerful to fear retaliation. In former times they used to 
unite with the Larkhanis, another horde of robber, and carry their raids 
into the most populous parts of Jeypoor. In these habit?, however,they only 
partake of the character common to all who inhabit desert regions. What, 
nature has denied them, they wrest from those to whom she has been more 
bountiful. But it is to the absence of good government more than, to 
natural sterility, that we must atribute the moral obliquity of the R ajaputras 
u i) q offspring of regality/ spread over these extensive regions, who little 
discriminate between meuni and tuum in all that refers to their neighbours 



CHAPTER. II. 




Actual condition and capabilities of Bikaner. —Causes of its deterioration.— 
Extent, — Population, — Jits.—Siraswati Brahmins.—Charnns.—Afallis 
and JUfaes.—Qhooras and Thoorie*.—Rajpoots' Face of the country — 
Grain and vegetable productions ,— Implements of husbandry, ate,\ 

Salt lakes.—Local physiognomy.— Mineral productions.—Unctuous day.— 
Animal production.—Commerce and manufactures. — Fairs. —Government 
and revenues,—The fisc. —* Dhoooh , or hearth-tax. —A nga f or capitation-tax. 

• — Sager, or, imposts , Pusaeti } or plough-tax. — Malbah, or ancient land- 
tax-—Extraordinary and irregular resources.—Feudal levies.—Household 
troops * 

This region is but little known to Europeans, by whom it has hitherto 
been supposed to be a perfect desert, unworthy of examination. Its pres- at 
condition bears little comparison with what tradition reports it to have boon 
in ancient times ; and its deterioration, within three centuries sinco the Raj¬ 
poots supplanted the Jits, almost warrants our belief of the assertion, that 
these deserts were once fertile and populous ; nay, that they am still capable 
("notwithstanding the reported continual increase of the sand) to maintain 
an abundant population, there is little room to doubt. The princes of 
Bikaner used to take the field at the head of ten thousand of their kindred 
retainers; and although they held extraordinary grant* from the empire for 
the maintenance of this contingents, thoir ability to do so from their proper 
resourc-s was undoubted. To other causes than positive sterility muss be 
attributed the wretched condition of this stato. Exposed to th continual 
attacks of organized bands of robbers from without, subjected^ internally to 
the never enej^ng demands of a rapacious government, for which they huvo 
not a shadow of advantage in return, it would be strange if aught but 
progressive decay and wretchednees were the consequence. Tn throe cen¬ 
turies, more than one-half of the villages, which either voluntarily or bv i* >i cc 
submitted to the rule of the founder, Beeka are now without memorial of 
their existence, and the rest* are gradually approximating to the Bam-' condi¬ 
tion. Commercial crvrvans, which passed through this state and enriched its 
treasury with the transit duties, have almost ceased to frequent it. from bho 
increasing insecurity of its territory. Besides the personal loss to the prince, 
the country suffers from the deterioration of the commercial towns of Chooru, 
Rajgurh, and Rinnie, which, as entrepots , supplied the country with the pn>- 
ductions of Sinde and the provinces to the westward, or those Gangetic 
India. Nor is this conilned to Bikaner • the same cause affects Jessulmfr. and 
the more eastern principalities, whose misgoverurnent, equally with Bihanov, 
fosters the spirit of rapine : the Maldotes of Jessultuor and the I.Mkhaina of 
Jeypoor are as notorious as the Beedawuts of Bikaner ; and to tin tuny be 



MINlSr^ 



one hundred and eighty miles • while the length from north to south,between 
Bhuinair and JIahajin, is about one hundred nnd sixty miles : the area may 
not exceed twenty-turd thousand miles. Formerly they reckoned two thou- 
smdsrven hundred towns, villages, and hamlets scattered over this space, 
one-half of whi-h are no longer in existence. 

An estimate of the population of this arid region, without presenting 
some data, would be very unsatisfactory. The tract to the northwest of 
•Tael-poor is now perfectly desolate, and nearly so from that point to Bhutnair: 
to the north east, the population is but scanty, which observation al>o applies 
to the pares from the meridian of Bikaner to the Jcssulmer frontier ; while 
inter ally, from these points it is more unifrom, and equals the northern parts 
of .'Jar war. From a census of the twelve principal towns, with an estimate 
f-imdicd by well-informed inhabitants, of the remainder, we may obtain a 
tolerably accurate approximation on this point : 

Chief Towns. ( No, of Houses. 


Bikaner.. 

Nohur. 

Bahadcran.. 
Binnie....... 

Flajgurh. 

Choorti. 

Mahtijin.,... 

Jaefcpoor 

Beedasir. 

Ruttungurh 
Duismookh • 
Scr.thal. 


12,000 
2,500 
2,500 
1 500 
3,000 
3 000 
S00 
1,000 
500 
1,000 
1,006 
50 


28,850 

i00 villages, each having 200 houses 20,000- 

100 Ditto 150 ditto 15,000 

200 Ditto 100 ditto 20,000 

800 hamlets . 30 each 24,000 


Total number of houses 107 850 


Allowing five souls to each house, we have a total of 539,250 soul*, 
giving an average of twenty-five to the square mile, which 1 cannot think 
cxnpg rated, and making the desert regions depending on Bikaner equal, in 
Mi.- d n'A / of population, the highlands of Scotland. 

Of this population, full three fourths are the aboriginal Jits ; the rest are 
their o mqimrors, descendants of Beeka, including the Sarsoto Brahmins, 
Oh irons, Birds and a few of the debased classes, whose numbers, conjointly, 
av.; not. one-tenth of the Rajpoots. 

Jt -The Jits are the inoa wealthy as well as the most numerous portion 
i.f the e ’inmunity. Many of the old Bhomia landlord?, representatives of 
theii ancient communal Imads, arc men of subatai e » W kheir fiohes arc qf 
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to thorn, and 
themselves with the 


to avoid the rapacity of their government, they cover 
cloak of proverty, which is thrown aside only on 
nuptial festivities. On these occasions they disinter their hoards, which *re 
lavished with unbounded extravagance. They even block up the highways 
to collect visitors, wh sa numbers from the measure of the liberal:ly and 
munificence of the donor of the fete. 

Sarsofe (properly Sams vat {) Brahmins are found in considerable num- 
b^rs thro.igout this tract. They aver that they were masters of the country 
prior to the Jit colonists, They arc a peaceable, industrious race, and 
without a single prejudice of ‘ the order •’ they eat moat, smoke tobacco, 
cultivate the soil, and trade evmi in the sacred kine, notwithstanding their 
descent from Singiricsha, son of Brahma. 

Charuns .—The Charuns arc the sacred order of these regions ; the war¬ 
like tribes esteem the heroic lays of the bard more th in the homily of the 
Brahmin.' The Charuns are throughout reverenced by the Rahtoros, .md 
hold lands, literally, on the tenure of ‘ an old song/ More will be said of 
them in the Annals of Jcssuimer. 

Hallis, A aes y gardeners and barbers, are important members of every 
Rajpoot family, and to be found in all the villages, of which they are in¬ 
variably th’e cooks. 

Chooras , Thao vis, are actually castes of robbers : the former, from the 
Lakhi Jungle ; the latter, from Me war. Most of the chieftains have a few 
in Umir pay, entertained for the most desperate services. The Bahnderan 
chict has expelled all his Rajpoots, and retains only Chooras and Thaoris 
The Chooras are highly esteemed for fidelity, and the barriers and portals 
throughout this tract are in their custody. ‘They enjoy a very singular per 
quwite, which would go far to prove their being the aborigines of the country 
namely, a fee of four copper coius on every dead subject, when the fur'ray 
ceremonies are over. 

Rajpoots, lhe Rahtorcs of Bikaner are unchanged in their martial 
qualifications, bearing as high a reputation as any other class in India ; and 
whilst their brethren of Marwar, Amber, and Me war* have been for years 
groaning under the rapacious 'isitations of Mahrattas and Pat’hans, their 
< lSianco an 1 the difficulties of tho country have saved them from such afilic- 
t-ions: though, in truth, they have had enough to endure at home, in the 
a i a tiny of their own lord. The Rahtores of the desert have fewer pre¬ 
judices than their more eastern brethren ; they will eat food, without 
enquiring by whom it was dressed, and will drink either vine a wjter 
without asking to whom the cup belonged. They would make the best 
soldiers m the world if they would submit to discipline, as they are bruvu. 


hardy, easily satisfied, and very patient ; though, on tho other 
uve imbibed ^sorne qualities, since their migration to these regions. 

_ 

. * ons °f Boeka’ are said to bear the palm from the rest um> <. nau>cs 
vajcula. the thirty-six royal tribes of India. The prala, or 'cup,’ is a favour- 
V' e wit *\every Rajpoot who can afford it, and is, as well as opium, a panacea 
ennui, arising from tho absence of all mentani stimulants, in Which th > are 
more deficient, from the nature oV tho country, than most of their warlike 


y. T * UIfie qualities, since their migration to th 
could only eradicated in the rising generation : especially 
of opium, and smoking intoxicating herbs, in both whicl 
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Face of the country.— The whole of tins principality, with tho exoeption 
of few isolated spots, or oases, scattered hero and there, consists more or 
less of sand. From the eastern to the western boundary in .he me of 
-r breadth, it is- one continuous plain of sand, though the teebas, or 
fund-hills, commence in the centre of >ho country, the principal chain tun¬ 
ing in the direction of Jessulmcr, and’shooting forth subordinate branches 
in everv direction : or it might be more correct to designate tins main iidge, 
ingin tho’tracts bordering the eastern valley of the Indus, as ter- 
mimiting its elevations about the heart of Bikaner. On the north 
ruart-r from Rajgurh to Nohurand Raotsir, the soil is good being black 
pari b slightly mined with sand, and having water near enough to the sur- 
fae • for irrigation ; it produces wheat, gram, and even rice, eonsK man c 
.nrmtitbs. The aame soil exists from Bhutnair to the bank of the Garah.- 
The vhok of tho Mohilla tract is a fertile oasis, the teelas ;nsi; terminating 
irt'.herao offsets on its northern limit : being flooded in the periodical 

rains, wheat is abundantly produced. , 

But exclusive of such spots, which are " few and far between,. we , 
not describe the desert as a waste where “ no salutary plant takes mot, no 
- rduiv ouickensfor though the poverty of the soil refuses to aid i-.o 
Culmination of the more luxuriant grains, Providence has provided a coun 
t-wvailing good, in giving to those it can rear a richness and superiority « - 
l . ™ tf ,uon favoured regions. The tagra of the desert is far surpmer to 

;;; z E*. *■> J.r m.w., u. im ?**.«*.»■ *» 

tU Q partiality, oven when admitted to revel m the luxurious " P ast3 ° f JJ**” 
w °r ortubS for the UaMis, or ‘ bajra cakes,’ of his native .and halls ^.nd 
not in-.re from association than from their intrinsic excellence. In . a,j enti 
fu! season, they save enough for two years’ consumption. Tl.e gram re 
rjuii' 3 not much water, though it is at the last importance that this little 

" h ’ U B. Si e |rSk. we may mention mot'h and til ; the former a useful pulse 
men and cattle j the other the oil-plant, used both for <'u.mary pur- 
. and burning. Whea , gram, and barley, are produced m 'he ground 

1 .. i„ these are enumerated the staple produot. of Bikaner. 

i in the tracts favourable for wheat. The plant i* said to 
Do septennial, even decennial, in these regions. As soon as the cotton is 


tor 

\ and burning. 
k t 3 described, but 
Cotton is growr 
optenniaU 


vathm-od, the shCCte amTucut off, and the mot alone left. Each succeeding 
year, the plant increases in strength, and at length attains a size unknown 
wii’ i • i- is more abundantly cultivated. j 

I Nature ha, bountifully supplied many spontaneous vegetable produots 

for th. use of man and excellet pasture for cattle. Oouar, Mehn, 
Kaht all of the cuourbitaoeous family and water-melons of a gigautici size 
r „•. ineed in great plenty. The latter is most valuable : lor bemg cut in 
.lie,; and dried in the sun, it is stored up for future use when 

... i,, times of famine on which ih 7 always do .. 1 m I t 1 , also 

Wide Of commerce, and much admired even wherei ™ge •» > u |^ ™ s h- 

,l»t. ** oopiotis m..o.l» 8 « “ “i“T : th.Kor 



j and deeming it valuable as an antiscorbutic in ^ - 

M.r mm of it to Calcutta many yeam»|o_for experim- 

’ ’ “T ..nt-.-peTimeirttlii: Mooroj-oft so SlAbBia, bnl u*> 
Hart Attio j ''On tho Prosorvaliou of Food, EUiu. Boro , 
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ships would find no difficulty in obtaining a plentiful supply of thi 3 nrticlc, 
as it can uo cultivate i to any extent, and thus ba made to fconfor a-double 
bcnciir, on our seamen and the inhabitants of those desert regions. Thu 
superior magnitude of the watnr-melons of the desert over those of inferiu 
India gives rise to muoh exaggeration; and it has been gravely assen - d bv 
travellers in the sand teebas, *f- where they are most abundant, that tl.S 
mucilage of one-is sufficient to allay the thirst both of a horse ancl his rider 
In these arid regions, where they depend entirely on th ; heavens Me 
water, and where they calculate on a famine every seventh year, nothing 
that can administer to tho wants of man is lost. The seeds of th- wild 
grapes, as the b hoorut, buroo , hevraro, sewun y are collected, and, mixed with 
DajrUr&our, enter much into the food of the poorer classes. They also si vo 
up great quantities of the wild b er, k%r, and k haril berries ; and i 4 h>ng 
pods of the k aijra astringent and bitter as they are, are dried and formed ido 
a flou'-. Nothing i3 lost in these regions which can be convert' d inu 1 md 
Trees they have non© indigenous ( mangoes and tamarind are planted 
about tho capital ), but abundant shrubs, as the b abool, and ever green - o 

th Qjhal t and others yielding berries. The Beedawuts, indeed, ap; ly ‘he i.<*rr, 

‘ tree, to tho roeura , which sometimes attains the height of twenty • , . v t 

is transported to all parts for house-building; as iikowise is thc‘. aim a, do v^llj 
known throughout India. The jp/iok is the most useful of all the. as \ V ith 
its twiw they frame a wicker-work to lino their wells, and prevent the md 
from falling in. 

The <ik a species of euphorbia, known in Hindustan as the nunfar 
grow; to an immense height and strength in the desert ; from its film ... !h- '* 
make the ropes in general use throughout these regions, and tl\ y an 
reckoned superior, b -t-h in substance and durability, to those r [ 

mounj ( hemp ), which is however cultivated in the lands of tho Bcedruun 
Their agricultural implements aro simple and suited to tie soil, 'iVj 
plough is one of single yoke, either for the camel or ox : that with do ahl, 
,/oke being seldom required, or chiefly by the mallis ( gardeners ). the 

13 of some consisfeeuce. The drill is invariably used, and th<> • grains 
uiupped singly into tho ground, at some distance from each rather, and each 
fiends forth a doze-) to twenty stalks. A bundle of bushes : i; 

narrow. The grain is trodden out by oxen ; and the ^noCli ( pulse ) 
ns oven more productive than the bojra, by camels. 

W' tcr .—This indispensable element is an immense djtfcane .• fj 
aminos throughout the J ndian desert, which, in this respect, ns w . 
others, diflers very mater ially from that portion of the greet 4;. ran ; > 
h'j flame latitude. Water at twenty feet, as found at Mdnrzocd 
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revonua et?tifmafcctl at two thousand rupees annuaHv _ __ 

copper mines at Bcerumsir and Boedasir ; but tho former aoeki not repay thi 
expense of working, and the latter, having boon worked for thirty > ( 
nearly exhausted. 

An unctuous clay Is excavated from a pit, near Kolalh, in Ir.tge our.)..^* 
ties, and exported as an article of commerce, besides adding ilfooen tundra} 
rupee.i annually to the treasure. It h used chiefly to free - he skin m/i he ’r 
from impurities, and the Qutchio folios are said to eat U foprovoth-lr 
complexions. 

Ah bnal productions,* -The kino of the desert are highly c&toemcd \ a? are 
the camels, especially those used for expedition and the saddle, 'nluoh be . 
a high price; and are considered superior to any in India. They uro ’ ♦ duti¬ 
fully formed, and the head posaeases rauoh blooa and .symmetry. * 

retired in grout abundance, end find no want of food ;u the ec:c ;*llont fp.as3 •' 
and shrub, vddoh abound, Tho vhok\ jownt ?, and other prickly obi ah*, w hioh 
me hero indigenous, form the dainties of tho camel in other regions, Tbn 
Nil^ao, or eJk, and deer of every kind, uve plentiful f und the foa of ri:c depart 
*** a beautiful little animal. Jaakuls and hyenas areuufc-sjrroe, and r von !umv. 
ai o b} no ir. a ns unknown In Bikaner, 

Comwen\ un l Rajgaifi wa& (lie gr.^at oommorch ] x .rfc 

of this country, ami (hr point of winks on > foi oarr.vautf from all • u;.c 
produce of the Bunjab and Cashmere came formerly dnvot by Hnn°i* 
ilisar,—that of Ihe eastern Countries by UM\ ltomuri, riadri, &\ cornel 
lug of silks, flu.; cloths, indigo, sugar, *- on, (jbacoo, &o, from .in . 

Slalwa came opium, v.hioh supplied all tho Rajpoot eta : ‘ --3; Pom biude\y* 
Jcasalmo;, and by caravan? from Mooltvn and Shfkarpur, dak*, wteni A 0 
(silk vestments for women), Aults, &c,; from l ull!, tho imports from 
maritime countries, as spioea,• tin, drugs, ooccMmti, elephants’ wii, ^ . 
Wuru of this was for internal consumption, but the greater pariVr 
transit trade, which yielded considerable revenue, 

—-The wool of the shoop pust-ured In tho dc.*ci !?, hov^v ^rt 
Jx - atj.pio commodity both of r.: mufacture and trade in this v- /mi, h 
vurked into every arfcick. of both roalo ami umiak, and v .oju 'u * 

\ h P<>or li is produced from the loom, of ovciv tesfcme and uuinik*, 
iroin lbo coir** looh qv 'bkmLot/ e* thv; iv r w..w jv u; r -hriliu. 
t thin V rupees. The quality ot tfosj iaso h *» n m r? :n , n.i ...o^di t : 
J*;* , , Uro 'jtwcou the aha (an- camlet, cm 1 wxthou/ .,nv nap . i w j . Ua*-a 
x»iyacd with u :tr , ( of cl* col... • Svown or v..d Of ti fn . r Uft\ nto tho ri. - 
> *' 6 ^ tSTiftifa’for tho la^i:.9, j'urbanfl are ^Ls»> msrmfr,v' :i\ I «. umt 

:lo lb i f \'» 


•' vi r *•' III "i i. J'UIi'uVi ■ 'C 'V T, 

n r‘f : Aiiquentlv from fouy to ri’ Cy on t ■ in fouglli, t u oh 1 ! 

L Vi ' Vi ^ (bat i!my are noS bulky on ’bo bedd, 

< (be milk of ah- j p and gemu* /eiJ a.i kk < • o 




tnfct 


r dflMlii.d 


. _ x _ goals a? 

u ^6, an \ forme an important artkle of trado. 

Mam/iictum in iro/h—T he ItkanPrw work v- r all l\ Iron, and tmva 
ahops at the capital and all the largo towns lor the manufacture * ad- 
’ri'wes, lonrtohlobks,daggas, iron lar-ccs, J'hs hwoh Oamllea, irU - 

^Aon inlaid with variegated .ctr>o!, ,r bun bned, 'J - iI1 high *c nnd ox - R 


C'uu Jr u;:uivi rui; .*'*’ ■ h*.ivs 
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*ftrioffs parka of India. They have aI^d expert ‘arliaia in ir&y, 
the aruciss aro chiefly such as are uom bv females, a? chctri* or 
v bracelets/ ’ ’ 


Coarse cotton cloths, fov internal consumption, are made in considerable 
r±vi*n tines. 

*'* ’■ •—Annual fairs v»\-w held, in the months of Kartlk and Phalgoon, 
’vj; thr. townd of Kolath and Gujnair, and frequented by the merchants of 
<o\o ijnt countries, They wero celebrated for cattle, chiefly the produce 
J,t " i - d'Mort. camels, k’ne, and horses from Mooltau and the Lakhi Jungle, 
n hre. d n :-y &lmo extinct* Theno faiva have lost all their celebrity ; in fact] 
coMiuncrO:* in 0**ae regions is extinct. 

Go.ot t<. wh! rtccni *'v.— The personal revenues of the Raja wera derived 
fi » o variety ot souroso : from tho JCIutlisa, or ‘crowd-lands* impost?, t&xe* 
ur agriculture and that oompendious item which makes up the deficiencies 
mi al m .:al budgets, din l, or ‘contribution.’ But? with all thoye “appli 
. no or and means to loot, 0 the civil list of this desert king loldora exceeded 
live lukha of rupees, or about .€50,000 pei annum, The lands of the fourl.v 
h • are more extensive proper, tonally in tfcie regmn than i,n any other in 
in's arising out of tLr original settlement, when Ihe Beedawuts and 
K^Muhtei, w■iioso joint acquisitions exceeded those of Seek a, would no* 
fidpit* Inin to hold lands in their territory, and made but a s’ight pecuniary 
•* ki ‘.'Wi^dgrardo ms ou* remaov. Tho disfcrT. x in which the crown lands 

tilt arc jtuiqurh, Itini ie, i\ohur, GariLq ftuti/ugurk Ranniah, and moro 
frocutly •diooru, 

J n j fo!!-ving air*, tho items of tho refonue ‘1st VLhali$a t ot fisc* 
revenue; }>), ov«h ; 8d. Ag/c/A ; ttb. Town aod transit duties ; 5thl 
j a ' or ' plough ta: ; G‘h. llulbah, 

T . M1 ho ft tic. Torncily tiii * branch of re ome yielded two lakhs of 
ripe/u, bvft vi«h ;/ogr •.>; ivo sur- r; Itl ml prodigality, the raja has 
ci> *' atm h!t ;/*t iwi ■’ i*d ’ -if tr ” vdlig-vj from a hi< h thr revenue. was drawn. 

:viAO!irital * ’• ! undnm , now they d< not exceed eighty, and their 

fovenuu .j :r>t non ' than one lakh of •• J Ring is /aided only by 

naprVai , hr rewurds xru uniform, no matter \vh*u the serving, or the object, 
^ ;,r: ; a Brahmin or a caim-Mrh y t l'h* KL dim is the uii'y source wnich 
J v c-m idenho has merely a life-intcrae* in. To supply fhc ‘deficiencies, ho 
haa -hr .Ot roe *uttn to the pockets ot his idubjects, 

r L ll 'U‘Xt>h may run! r:d h e:\rli t-ax, though liter d T y it Is asmoke 

( d/i< - \ : t'i jl. t . riant eat.; food musb be dressed ; and rs tl.ey have 

jujlii'T cfiiaa x >n f d ■wnd< vs oi v/hiodi to lay the t»r, fjoorufc Sing's 
obuncnl or ot the exchequer makes *ho -mol;e p- y a fransifc duty ere it gets 
'MU J’rm Ujov’i.'s orifices ot the ediff-e l» only Amounts to one rupee 
< each houfie r fhmiiy, h i; would form hu impurtant V-m if not evaded by 
the r v/nrful chi* ’> * still I* • ddfl a lakh [ r, -»oes. Tbc* imm of Mahajin, 
^dm J . - V ' iv,... " i• R . -*• : ou ol Iff Jocnkuru, t*n th^ resignation 

,gf hi^ right of i i ir /Ohij ii • .• 1 i a ,f -si onj * fexorup-fion from thin far 

1' ’s ’fcs liable to ft'.iu&oa; ion than other fcaxc.*^ hr if: village* btcenics half* 

d #)»*.>: ted, r.ii v qo wh r » .ounvih arc s a ■' * 11 - • l • dh \vb'*io Phoouh m onlg 
knovv.t i i 'Iho two wester /laic . i T r a,. * Ter.Huthier. 

y i ; vTdi uoi, a (wpifcaf. i be* c b^rfv ^ax. ( from ♦rcnp.aJi ths 
and ■ ; ••p.-o* ,f 1 j *•*. . A? a*!; at a!mo •' bo vn med 




MiNisr*,. 



^jjsroperiy-lax, since it embraced quadruped* ni well as Ifp^di pf ovirj; * -x 
and age, and wro graduated according to age and sex In th:< human bpeohm, 
and according lo ufeiiiry in tiro brute. Bach male adulc * as a$scfc*v:rl on 
any ah, fixed ai four annas- ( about sixpence ), an<l cows, oxen* buffaloes, w# 
placed upon a level witli the lord of *ho creation. Ten goeta or sheep wer:- 
esfriuiated a-i one an'gah ; but camel was oquivalent to four anc/uA* .), 
rupee, which Raja Guj Sing doubled. This tax, waich is by fur the most 
certain in a country, perhaps still more pastoral than agricultural, hi me \ 
providently watched, and though h has undergone many changes sfuco it syui 
originally imposed, it yo.fc yioldt annually two lakhs of rupees. 

^th. Sager, or ‘ impost-/ This \ ranch is subject to much Hucruahloii. 
and hfi3 diminished greatly since the reign of Soorut Sing. The duties 
lovied in the capital alone formerly exceeded what fa oollcctod thr- • iV . m. t!m 
whole of hLi dominions ; nciug onco ^tinntm \ as above ruvo lakhs. mr 
under one. Of this amoun , half is coll. d at Bajgurh, the cld.-f .lo-nm r- 
cial mart of Bikanor. The dread of the ffa/dti, who haw out tft* ilu» 
communications with the Ponjab, and the want of principle within. Oct^r 
merchants from visiting this sta;;.*, and that caravans from m Mi •wol- 

poOr, and Shtknrp'i «r, v/hieh paused through Bikaner to the o utorn V.-ued, 
have nearly abandoned the route. The ouly duties of which he i a c t .in nr» 
thorn on grain, of four rupees on every hundred maunds coid or expoj ’od, end. 
which, according M lh- averse "\U price of these i ' .ions, may be r\L 
two per cent. 

5th, Pvtoeli is a tax of five rupoeq on every plough used in agr 
culture, ft was intr luoed Ly Baja Bae Sing, in comrrui uion -f ‘ he oorij- 
tax, or levy in kind, which had loi g been established at me fourth of V & 
gross produce. The Jits were glad compound, and get rid of n ago;/- 
of corruption, by the substitution of tho plough tax. It formerly melded iwo 
lakhs of rupees, but wi*h dooreoeing agriculture bar fallen, like every other 
flounce, to a Mi Ho more than one half, but still jie • Ib a lakh ami a uu-t,. 

6 th< Malbah is the name of the original tax which the J • common! 
ties imposed upon chuneolv ;• wh:n <b.^y mom::/ l to the aw > in mu-pm-imy 
of BcCka aiid his successors. It is the land-tax* of ttvo rupees on each hun¬ 
dred bceghas of land cuitivat’-G iu Tikmnr. it is now unprovluoiivo, not 
realizing fifty thousand rupees, and iu is that a comp-MOtion Jins M m 
oiTecfccd, by which it has been u wdl h^, roiin ;uish*.d . if a ». S*_-..»ui/ >»rjj 
■;ivc« up tho olo legitimate source cl revenue he » 
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fak ’’tic Mtsc amount ftrfsfog tojhe Muea teem annual taxa- 
tl,*hero arcother Items win* ocoas&nftlly replenish tho treasury o» 

RO ° %Soi«a ^ mnMtnatOf five wpoca levied on enob plough. It wta 
,, ,iltat*ih- K-.JaZomavrur Singt The whole country 13 liable to with 
fifty v.ilageg in Atiogati, and seventy of the Bemwale, 
o-nditionfliy exempted, to guard tha bonlow. it ia now frequently evaded 
- - ••■* ,• n , ■ ' 'hlef?*ina, ami seldom yiohfcn la!ui of rupees. 

. ftlon to these epectfio expedients, thcTn are many arbitrary 
• . ■ rf fnCT-'a^lnff ho * wavs tmei men ;•>’ to satisfy . tb necessities or 
!? r J^ r ,, ‘j, w ,a train of dependent harpies, who prey upon 
‘’•dcjUious trader, By inch shifts, Soorut dmg 

1 '* K ?p Srii ! terms Dud and Kkootkali, though etyrEologfcaliy 

; o at %odss r« , ;ch other,-the fir - meantog a compulsory contubution, 
\t uyr a * f<“.■ -rr’enci, or W !u*.t»ry/r <~fc - a sellar interpretation m 
lire wrio.i-, and nr. Ire fho subject of tbore parts deyoutly pros- that.iheir 
hnvsa mm be one rather of rooming than rejoining, and that defeat 
i n ' *|i f’t ■ r-.t —. y Y.-t^r bo alternant on his. 

i l - .. J 1 V/J, ..1 1.1-^lrtlnp. ihe bard CDlind dr.v 

Anhtilwftrm, 
„. letter was </, 

: ^w4 as on© or tnem, *•“ •'«" Vhakuns, 

<. lustre:/and ••• •.>« glvli:,; it proc^dorr amount the seven plagues 

r,- jnser.tf.rf5 vvl tyrant Osborn bid wftHod on the subject, bn- 
fcV" H V vn re ’ no .V' l raj ; legate ht R/f-o^ . ,} and were there four- 
uv which Poc/rnt fing could sweh M. budget, ho would retain 
/ I_i.. Jits. who. if they could. 
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XKKALS OF BlKANBKi 

i^cS^ors of dincl, oaio to every chocra or division, and fchosc arc furnished 
avjlJi arbitrary schedules according to tho circu? nuances* actual or supposed 
of each individual. So unlimited are these exactions, that the chief v*' Cun- 
daili for two years offered the collector of his quarter ten thousand ru >cc? if 
ho would guarantee him against any further demand during oven twelve 
months ; and being refused, he turned the collector out, shut ihc gates of bis 
castle, and boldly bid his master defiance. 

One of his expedients to levy a kkooshaii, or 'benevolence/ is worth rela¬ 
ting it was on the termination of his expedition agatnsfe Bhutnair, which add¬ 
ed this relobrated desert ^nd cattle to his territory, and in which he wn«i 
attended by tho entire feudoj army of Bikaner. On his return, “flushed with 
conquest,” he demanded from each house throughout hia dominions tho sum 
of ten rupees to cover the expenses of tho war. if the tyrant ridden subjects 
of Soorut Sin" thus rnmee in his successor, how must they feel for his defeat^ 
To them both are alike ominous, when every artifice is wclcomcHi, e very 
villany practised, 16 impoverish them. Oppression is at its height, and mus#> 
Work out its own cure. 

Feudal levies ,—The disposable force of all these feudal prinoipnlifcica um.-'* 
depend on the personal charaoi, r of the Raia. If Soorat Sing were \ pnlnr, 
aud Bhc national ennerg nriefi do ar led the assemblage <*f tho :hrr t or lcroc 
'■')i war?, of the 'sons of Beekn/ he might bring ben thousand Rajpooteinto 
th :« filed, of whom twelve hundred might be good bor*e beside: the fVi hgn 
troops and park ; but under present circumstances, and tho rapid lieteriorh- 
lion of every branch of Society, it may ho doubted whether one half could be 
collected under his standard. 

The household treopa conriri of a battalion of foreign infantry, of five 
htwdn d m<m with five guns, and three squadrons of horse, about t, vu hmj- 
dred and fifty in number : nil under foreign leaders. This is independent ol 
the garrison of the capital, whose commandant is a Rajpeot; of tho Bn. 'i 
tribe, who has twenty five villages as-igned for tho payment of his troop ; 
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If over the whole feudal array of Bikaner amounted-to this, ft would 
assuredly bo found difficult now, were the bs« proclaimed, to assemble one 
iojrlh of this number. 
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ami -o ind protection amongst tbo Jits, who, with their Scythic brethren, 
i^rx Ci hikers, assembled nil their forces ;>nd marched, with their queen at 
i[i ir head, like Tomyris of old, to meet her foes. She was not destined to 
o njuy hj 3imo revenge, but g lined a glorious death in the attempt to 
o.eituni ihe Salic law of India.* Again, in A. D. 1397, when Tin.oor 
jnvad' 1 Iudia, Bhutnair was atta- ked for “ having distiessel him exceeding¬ 
ly ou his invasion of Mooltan,” when he " in person scoured the country, 
and oiit off* a tribe of banditi called Jit.” In sho:t, the Bhattis and Jus 
»\ re ho i t'rmingLd, that distinction was impossible Leaving this point, 
th r dor.\ to be adjusted m the annals of the Bhattis, we procei d to sketch 
th history of the colony which ruled Bhutnair when subjugated by the 


Ttalito es. 

It was shortly after Timoor’s invasion, that a colony of Bhattis migrated 
from Harote and Phoolra, under their leader Bersi, and assaulted and 
captured Bhutnair from a Mahomedm chief : but whether one of Tnnoor’s 
officers, »r dependent of Delhi, remains unknown, though most probably the 
/•.inner. Hi name, Chigat Khan, almost renders this certain, and they must 
have n.ado a pioper name out of his triby Ohagitai, of which ho was a 
noble. This Khun had conquered Bhutnair from the Jits, and had acquired 
a considerable territory, which the Bhatti colony took advantage of his 
return to invade and co quer. Sixteen oenerat.on have intetwenpAsince 
this oyent, which bringing it to the period of i imoorV ‘invasion, furnishes 
:««'i ad bii nal reason for concluding the Khan of BJuutnair to have been one 
of bin ntTl-'S, whom he may hive loft entrusted with this important point of 
communication, should he meditate further 'intercourse with India. 

Bc’-i ruled twenty seven years, apd was succeeded by his son Bhiroo, 
when the sons of Chigat Khan. obte' iiln £ aid from the Delhi monarch, in- 
faded Buutnair, and were twio~ repulsed *ith gnat loss. A third army 
oucoeeded • L l ^‘»air was ir«^oS(t d and reduced to great straits, when Bliiiv ' 
->.* i ilag of truce, and offore i to accept any conditions which woo'd 
not <'jj upromK : his castle. Two were named :—to embrace Islam ism, or < al 
hi* i uty by giving his daughter to the king. lie accepted th< :’rst alter 
nat ‘u* , and from ihat day, in order to distinguish these proselytes, they changed 
the mine of Bhafcti nr Bhufcti. Six chiefs intervened between Bhiroo and 

Ii:u* Dulee h, surnamed Hyat Khan, from whom Kae Sing of Bikaner 
wr ’Mod Bhutnair, and Futtrhabad became the futuie residence of the 
ihaii.- He was succeeded by 

Huspin Khan ( the grandson of Hyat ), who recaptured Bhutnair fiotn 
Ilya Sujawun Sing, and it was maintained during the lirne of Husain 
Uni oneud rr.d Etnara Mahmoed, until Soorut Sing made the final conquest 
of) from Buhader Khan, father to tim present titular h^ad of the Bhultb, I* 

Zab-a Khan, who resides at Raniali, having about twenty five villages 
dependent tin reon.f Rani.ih was founded by Rae Sing of Bikaneip, and 
narrif ii alter his queen (Rani), in whom it was assigned. I was taken by 


4 J to Mr Ma< den a uniipiG a i■. of :|j A ;jj f u t«jrl «i cei:. 

i I *1. 1437 (A. L> ISUI), I.M.v-1 • V'tyl ftuorgw Th-■mi. « h>«‘- thu rum of t» >rtw t*lh* piifc 
O <i Mi,ci, Iut« tj.o toinpAra y puaaour'ion *f JUiuiuu r .• but- tbo »iui;oi y» ivr it wn '*( 

: '»1 fcwm thorn by tho Rft*t»rcti. ... 

| Tr 1 iim /’ fr wiih .vrition in 1 find nifty con . iu mar.y iiiaccuracios, uOu: itB \ v f 

•u a«.i MO.uitiiou, a ud iti tiii)'.!ult,y ul ,»bUyijuag c^ri.-gt iiiforiafttiot'. 



TAWisr^ 



AK3AXS ok HXKiNKR. 


<SL 


tni Mahmood. The Bhutti Khan is now a robber by profession, and big 
revenues, which are said to have sometimes amounted to three lakh* of 
rupees, are extorted by the point of his la^ce. These depredations ;.re 
carried to a frightful extent, and the poor Jits are kept eternally on the 
alert to defend their property. The proximity of the British territory pre¬ 
venting all incursions to the eastward, they arc thrown back upon t.Imir 
original haunts, and make the whole of tl.is northern region their p,u\. 
To this circumstance is attributed the desertion of th .se lands, which once 
reared cattle in abundance and were highly valued. It is asserted that from 
the northern boundary of Bhutnair to the Garah, there are many tracts, 
susceptible of high cultivation, having water near the surface, and many Ia«g ; 
spaces entirely free from thul , or‘sand hills.' To the drying up of the Ifakra, 
or Caggir, many centuries age, in conjunction with moral evi s, is asorib 
the existing desolation. According to tradition, this stream took a westerly 
direction, by Phoolra, where it is yet to be traced, and fell into the Indus 
bdowOo ch. The couplet recording its absorption by the sands of Na-ir, 
has a'ready beeu given, in the time of Rao Hamir, prince of Dh it. if tIio 
next European traveller who may pass through the Indian dedert wiil seek 
out th; representative of the ancient Soda princes at Choiv, near Amorkote 
he may learn from their bard ( if they retain such an appendage ) the dnt» of 
this prince, and that of so important an event in the physical and political 
theory of their regions The vestiges of large towns, now hurried in th ' 
sands, confirm the truth of this tradition, and several of them claim a high 
anti.juity .* such as the Rung-mahel , already mentioned, west of Bliutnui, 
having subterranean apartmen's still in good preservation. Au ngt d native 
of Dhandoosir (twenty five miles south of Bhumair) replied, to my inquirv 
as to the recollections attached to this place, that il it belonged to a ]‘mw 
prince who ruled once all these regions, when Sekunder Rodftii attackW 
them ” 6 1 


An excursion from Hansi Hisaar, our western frontier, into these region*, 
would soon put the truth of such traditions to the test, as far as these re 
ported ruins are concerned ; though wh «t might appear the remain* <»f 
places ©f ihe Pramaias. the Johynsg and tho Jits of ancient days, to i ho 
humble occupant of a hut in the desert, may only prove ihe founda ions *f 
some cast Hated building. But the same traditions are circulated with 
regard to the more western desert, where the same kind of vestige? is said to 
ex ist, and the annals make mention of capitals, the sites of which are now 
utterly unknown. Considering the safety, and comparative ease, with which 
such a journey can bo made, one cannot imagine a more agreeable pursuit, 

1 - prosecution of archaeological inquiries in the northern ifevcilflpf 
It \j ; ootana, where tradil onsabmmd, and where the exis ing mumu is, ammiif 
st such a diversity of tr bos, would furnish ample materials f* r the poit r'u iu, 
as well as for memoirs, Its productions* spontaneous or cultivai. il, th< ugh 
its botmical as well as zoological specimens may be limited, v.m know to be 
essentially different from those of Gangetic India, and moie Jikel\ to find a 
parallel in the natur.l productions aii<l phenomena of the treat \li ; can 
desert. The Bhuttis, the Khosas, the Rajurs, the S'ahraes, tho IU;,'uliag, 
*h Sodas, and v rions other nomadic trifes, prj?ecnt a wide fukl tor 
observation ; and the physiologist, when tired of the habits of man, may d^a* 
c«nd from the nobler animal to the lion, the wild ass, every kind of <b. r, 
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sheep which, fed on the succulent grasses, touch not water for six 
weeks together, while the various herbs esculent plants and shrubs, salt 
.akes, natron beers, &c. wou!d give abundant scope for commentary and 
useful comparison. He will discover no luxuries, and few signs of civiliza¬ 
tion ; tbo jhopra (hut) constructed of poles and twigs, coated inside with 
mud and covered with grass, being little better than the African's dwelling 

We shall conclude this imperfect sketch of Bikaner and the desert with 
the names of several of their ancient towns, which may aid the searoh of tho 
traveller in the regions on its northern border.—Abhore; ftunjarraoa Nuggar- 
Bung Mahel ; Sodul, or Sorutgurh ; Machotal ; R <ati bung ; Kali-bung 
’ansir ; Phoolra ; Marote ; Tilwarra • Gilwarra ; Bunni ; Manick-Khur 
Soor-sagur , Bhameni ; Koriwalla ; Kul-Dherani. 

Some name- in ihis list may be unimportant, but if two, or even one, 
should be the means of eliciting some knowledge of the past, tho record will 
not be usel ss. 

Phoolra and Marote have still s>me importance : the first is very ancient, 
and enumerated amongst the * No-koti Maroo-caJ in the earliest peiiods o* 
]■'Tamara (vulg. Powar) dominion. I hive no do ibt that inscriptions in tho 
ornam-nfcal nail-headed character belonging to the Jains will be found hero, 
Laving obtained one from Lodorva in the desert, which has been a ruin for 
i,in- centuries. Phoolra was the residence of Lakha Phoolani , a name well 
known to those versed in the old traditions of the desert. He was contem¬ 
porary with Sid Rao of Anhui wiirra, and Bdyadit of Dhar, 
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CHAPTER I. 

Jessulmer.—The derivation of its name.—The Rajpoots of Jessulmer called 
Bhattis , are of the Yadu race.—Descended from Bharat fine/ of Bharat- 
versha t or IndoScythia.—Restricted bounds of India of modern invention* 
—The ancient Hindus a naval people.—First seats of the Yadus in India 
Pryaga , Mathura , andDwurica.—Their international wars, — fieri, king 
of Mathura and Dwarica, leader of the Yadu.—Dispersion of his fami hr 
—His great grandsons Naha Khiva.—Naha drivdn from Divarica.be 
e °m-8 prince of Maroosthali conjectured to be the Marw, or M erve of Iron 
—Jhareja and Jud bhan, the sons of Khira.—The former founds the Sind 
samma dynasty , and Jud-bhan becomes prince of Behera in th Dun/ah .— 
Prithibahu succeeds to Naha Maroo —IL.<? son B ahu. —His posterity. — 
Ra;a Guj founds Gujni.—Attacked by the Hngs of Syria and Khordsan. 
who are repulsed.—Raja Guj attacks Cashmere .— His marraige. — Second. 
im<'don from Khorason .— The Syria?/ king conjectured to be Anbochus. 

Oracle predicts the loss of Gujni.—Guj slain.—Gfdni taken.—Prince 
Salhahan arrives in the Punjab.—Founds the city of Salhahana] >S.1 7 .7^- 
Conquers the Punjab.—Marries the daughter of Jeypat T uar of Delhi. 
—Re-conquers Gujni.—Is succeebed by Boland ,—Hi* numerous offspring 
Their conquests.—Conjecture regarding the Jadoon tribe of Eusojzye, 'hat 
tne Afghans are \adns, not Yaliudis, or Jews.—Balund resides at Salba- 
ha/ia.—Assigns Guj ns to his grandson Chakito , who becomes a con rat to 
Islairt and king of Khorason.—The Chakito Moghuls decended from 
him.—Balund dies.—His son B hatti succeeds.—Changes the patronomic of 
} adu, or Judoo. to B hatti,—Succeeded by Mungul Rao .—His brother 
Afusnor Rao and sons evoss tha Garah and take possession of the Lakhil 
jungle.—Degradation of the sons ofMangul Rao. -They lose their rank 
as Rajpoots.—Their offspring styled Abhorias and Juts.—Tribe of Tak. 
—The capital of Taxiles discovered,—Mungul Rao arrives in the Indian 
desert.—Its tribes.—His son , M ajum Rao, marries a princess nr Amcr ■ 
Vote.—His son Kehur.—Alliance with thc\Deora of Jhalore,—The founds 
tion of T hanotc laid.—Kehur succeeds—Than ole attacked by the iBaraha. 
tribe.—Thmote completed $. 787— Peace with the Barahos.—Reflect' nr. 

Jessulmer is the modern name of a tract of country comprehended 
according to ancient geography, in Maroosthali , the desert of India. It U 
termed Mer in the traditional nomenclature of this region, from being a 
rocky (me) 1 ) oasis in the heart of the sandy desert, interesting both from its 
physical features, and ifs position as the ultima Thule of indipendent 
Hinduism. Yet, however entitled to regard from its local peculiarity or 
its products, the history of the tribe which inhabits its presents a htill more 
engrossing subject for investigation. 
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This tribe :s the Bhatti, a branch of the Yadu or Jadoo race, 
power was paramount in India three thousand years ago ; and the 
now governing this distant corner or India, claims descent from those 
kings who ruled from the Yamuna to the ‘world’s end/* *• at that 
period* 

It were preposterous to except to find, in the annals of a people so sub¬ 
ject to the vicissitudes of fortune, and unbroken seres of historical evidence 
n, support of this ancestry; but they have preserved links .of the chain 
which indicate original affinities. In tracing the Yadu-Bhatti history, two 
hyj otheses alternately present th ^selves to our minds, each of which rests 
upon p'ausible grounds ; the* one supposing the Bhattis to be of Scpthic, the 
other of Hindu origin. This incongruity may be reconciled by presuming 
the eomixture of the two primitive races ; by enlarging our views, and con¬ 
templating the birrier, which in remote ages separated Scythia and India, as 
ideal : and admitting that the various communities, from the Caspian to the 
Gan^s were members of one grand family, having a common language and 
common faith,f in that ancient central era i ire who-e existence has been 
contended for and deni d by the first names in science ; J the Bharatveraha 
of the Hindus, the Indo Scythie empire of king Bharat, sou of Budha, the 
a nee.-tor of the Yadu-Bhattis, now confined to a nook of the desert. 

It would be vain t • sp* culate upon the first colonization of India proper 
by the Rajeula, or royal tribes. It appears to have i oss- ssed an indigenous 
popualio- prior to the races of Sun a, or Indu, though the genealogies 
which give the origin of h p so degard d races of Cabas,§Bhds, Me-as. Goands 
&c.-v^sert that th 7 were all from the fame stem, »«ml th *t their political 
deb isement was the effect of moral causes. But as t eir is no proof o‘ this, 
vre must attribute the fable to the desire of t >e Brahmin archadogist to 
account for the origin of all things. Modern enquri-s in to these matters 
have been cramped by an erroneous and contracted view of the power of this 
anoirr? poople, and th« direction of that power. It ha.*i been assumed that 
tii * pi "judioes originating in Mooalem conquest which prevented tli© Hindu 
c iefiaiu from crossing the forbidden waters of the attoc, and still more from 


• Jug (jut t.ho point of land beyond Dwarica, the last Btrong-lmid of the Yadus 

wlnn their p< wr was exi i guib » d. 

t Menu 6nys : *• The following: m ‘es of CVAafWycur, by omission of holy rites, and 

bv sf;( i;:j* no Brahmans. have gradually sunk amort' »»'cn to the lowest the fourt Hass (i. 0 . 
gtnPtf.) Pa u ndracos, Odras and Dravinu ; Camboj s; Yavanas and Saeae; Parades. Pahlavas, 
t\ t as Ciratu s Derad as and Chneas. —Art. 43 and 4i, chap. x. pa e 3445. 

11 h a groat mi*L»ko to sunn >80 the Baotrian Ciraoks are these 1 varias, who are d ('end¬ 
ed fr-in ! arm, fifth 4 Yay it. tnird sou of t*»e pa riimhai N T ahus, though the 1 "iiianS 

may be i f this ra e. The S icae re t o Sara?. tit^* races of Central Asia, (m - iSaoiia Rajpoot): 
th j/W i , the a ■ r*nt Fcisi mp, or Civ tr.es ; tho Chinas, the inhabitants of China; r»? d 
tur chai uJt, inha itants of the great snowy m *uutains (tcho) whence Kho-chasa (tho C«#ici 
tnonfc of Pud* my), o/Ttupled the 0-• 

h Tin* illustnuus Cuvier quesfci ns tho existence of an ancient central kingdom, because 

*• ..i Mt/i e, ni Hwineac, ne uoiis pari 1 it d un gift d «• np ( ;e dane la Haute Asic.* —Dhcwcue 
jut- ton U-.rotuf' ui * de la Surface du, Globe, p -06. —Who, t < n. were “ the sons of Togurttiah’ f 
( mentioned l>v JizrkiH ) whoconqu r d ond long held E-rypt ? 

§ ’I hi Cuba race i« -dm >.if. extinct ; it was fa ».-d, even in the davx of Crfohna. a r « the 
atin\/> inhabitantof S«uHHl»fcra. When tho fun »t«*r Bi.il who mortally wmm.led Crihhna, 
Yiiif. ■ xproHfiing iiis con'n »>m f *r the nnii tonti *nal act. ho wa * 4 forgiv. u. v\ii-h 1 ho votnftik 
that ii oi-ioitlc retributive jue'iec, as *‘ in n f rmer bii-t.li/' asfchegoditK Rama. ‘ rl hnahad 
|k)it i i) lii'H. Tilur Rama appears a i: tho subjuga;or and civihzor of i*u e indigenous tri'uoa, 
of nhem tli? ( ut -o dpjaribed a» plundering Ori^hna’g family nftor his doosase. 
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^O'.ng down to tho sea in ships,’* * had always existed. Bat were it nor far 
more difficult to part wi.h erroneous impressions than to recieve i*e\\ correct 
veiws, it would be apparent that the first of these restrictions is of very recent 
origin, and on the other hand, that the Hindus of remote ag^s possessed 
g<eat naval power, by which communication must have been maintained 
with the coasts,* Arabia, and Persia as well as the Australian Archipelag.>.-f" 
It is ridiculous, with all the knowledge now in our possession, to suppose 
that the Hindus always confined themselves within their gigantic harries, 
the limits of modern India. The cosmography of the Poorans, imperfect 
and puerile as it is, and some of the texts of Menu, afford abundant evidence 
of an intimate intercourse between the countries from the Oxus to tho 
Ganges ; and even in their allegorls, we trace fresh streams of know-lcdgo 
flowing into India from that central region, stigmatized in latter days as the 
land of the Barbarian (M letcha). Menu corroborates the Po"ran from 
which we infer the fact, th .t in distant ages one uniform fdth extended from 
S acaclwipa, the continent of the Sacco, to tho Ganges.t These observations 


* Whcnco the Hi -du names of towns at the estuarie-i of the Gambia anti Senegal rlvero, 
the Tombaconda and other condos, already mentioned ? 

’t* Mr. Marsden, at an ca ly period of his researches into Hindu literature, shares thj 
merit sf discovering with .Sir W, Jones, that tho Malayan language, dis-aeminnb d through¬ 
out the Archipelago, and extending from Madagascar to E ster Isl md, a space <*f 200 dogs, 
of lougiiude, is indebted to <he Sanscrit fora con-sidoiablo number of its terms, and that 
tb intercourse wldoh eff cted this was many ceuturies previous to their con version to tho 
Mahomedan religion. lie is inclined to think that the point ef communication was from 
C’uzorat. The legends of these isla ders also abound with allusions to tho M'V.abhara* and 
Kamoijuna. (See Asiatic. Res. vol. iv. p 226, Second Edit ion.) 

f'ince Mr. M. wrote, the revelation of tho architectural antiquities in these isles, 
consequent to British conquests, establishes the fact that they were coloniz d by I ho Sun as, 
whose mythological an? heroic history is sculptured in their edifices ^nd maintained in iheii 
writings. Nor should we despair that similar dGcoverhs may yet dia lose the link which of 
yo e connected India with Egypt, and to which Ceylon was but the first stopping- .on-*. 
That araa possessed great naval mean is beyond doubt, inherited from his auoe*»t>r Sagara 

* the sea-king/ twenty generations before the hero of i.auka. which place I have long 
imagined to be Ethiopia; whence ancient vvri era assert Egypt to have had her inaMtiiMom, 
and that the Ethiopians were of Indian origin. Cuvur, qn ojng Syncellus, even assigns ho 
reign of Amennphis as the epoch of the colonization of Ethiopia from India. Togo ISO of 
his Dis> ours/&a 

t Tho onsmo^raphy of tho Agni Tooron divides tho world then known to the Hindus iuto 
«cvou duipas, or c' iiti outs : one of these is *Saca-dwipa, whoso inhabitants, descend v t from 
Buph’li?., arc ieimed Saceswara (i. e. Saccedordt)” His (BmVha’s) offspring or dcuvudants 
won Jitlud, Sookmar, Mam- huk, Koornm, Ootaree, Durbc-eka Drooma, each of v horn utivo 
his name to a Inland, or division (gw. Sk»r>km rkhand ?) The chief range; of uiuamniu^ 
Were Juldas, Raivat. Sim* ah.. Indue, Amki, Rim. and Kcsuri. “There wore oven giuud 
riveis viz. Mug, Mugud, Arve na. Ac. The inhabitants won hip tht gun.” 

Bligut as this information is. we must believe that this BacnJwipa or Bacalai, is the 
Scythia of rno anciuuts ; and the Sa-^esw^ara (iho Sa ns of Me n) the Sacte ko well kne vu 
to western history, the progenitors of tho Parthians, whose first (ad/ king was Anaca . The 
»a-wore hip indicate^ the adorer of Mithras, the Mitra or Sn ya of tho Hi du • iho 'rverna 
recalls tho Araxcs applied to the Jnxartes ; while Julud, the prodor name of th-- on of the 
kiug of Sacadwipa, aprearsto be the Juldus of the Ta or historian Abuk'iir.i, who • not 
the same term as does the Hindu, to deM m.te a range of mountains. Whence tins indimity 
between Puomnic and Tatar cosmography? 

“ A chief of the twico-bcrn tribe ( i.c, Brntntns) was brought by ' ishnu s eaj io from 
Sacadwipa and thus have Sac-dwipa Brahmin become known in .(ambmiwipA’ ( 1 n di ). 
—Mr. ColobiVM' c-j on India C! -^3 AsiaLic. Res. vol. v. ]>• «>d. And Menu eays that ir waa 
only mi their ceasing to sanction Brahmins riding amongst thorn eh ,t the iubabil .-.ut.m 
theno remote western regions b came * Wotcki' or barh&i > aD8 ; testimonies which imw bo 
hold c inclusive of perlhc', id cercon. ao and reciprocity of soiUiment between the nauou* Of 
Central Asia and India at periods fcht most remote. 
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necessary to promise before we attempt* by following the tide of Yadu 
migration during the lapse of thirty centuries, to trace them from Indrap- 
rastka, Sapura, Mathura, Prysiga, Dwarica, Judoo-ca-dang (the mountains 
of Ju ij, Behera, Gujni in Zabuiistan ; and again refluent into India, at 
Silbahana or Salpura in the Punjab, Tunnote, Derawul, Lodorva in the 
desert, and finally Jessulmer, founded in S. 1212, or A. D. 115G. 

Having elsewhere descanted at length on the early history of the 
Yadus,*' wc*. may refer those who are likely to take an interest in this dis¬ 
cussion to that paper, and proceed at once to glean what we can from the 
liati s before us, from the death of their leader, H:;ri-Crishna f to the 

dispersion of the Yadus from India. The bare fact of their migration alto- 
gr fchor out of India proper, proves that the original intercourse, which con¬ 
ducted Budha, the patriarch of the Yadu race, into Indiaf (whercl he os- 
] ousod Ella, a princess of the Surya race, and by whom his issue was multi¬ 
plied), was not forgotten, though fifty generations h id elapsed from the patri¬ 
archal Budhafco Heri—to whom and the chornicle we return. 

“PryagaJ is the cradle of rfhe Yadus who are S omavrnsa (of the lunar 
race). Thence Mathura founded by Prururwn remained f r ages the sear of 
power. The name of Jadoo (Yadu), of whom there were fifty six tribes,§ 
became famous in the world, and of this race was the mighty Heri-Crishna, 
who founded Dwarica/’ 

The grand international conflicts amongst the r 'fifty-six Yadu tribes,’* at 
Curukhetra, and subsequently at waric i, are sufficiently known to the 
reader of Hindu history, and may be referred to elsewhere.il These events are 
eompumd to have happened about 1100 years before Chirrt. On the disper¬ 
sion of these races many abondoned India, and amongst these, two of the 
many sons ofCrishna. This deified leader, of the Yadus had eight wives, 
and the offspring of the first and seventh, by a singular fate, now occupy 
win; may b termed the outposts of Hinduism.IT 

Hook marY was the senior of t se wives : and the eldest of her sons was 
Pridema, who was married to a princess of Bidurba ; she bore him two sons 


c Vide “ EhUiy cm the Hindu and Theban Hercules,” Transaction of the royal Asifciff 
Society, vol. iii. 

t The Pfragiat .^cys, “ Budha fa wise raan—a patriarch) caino to Bharatkhand tc porf>r:n 
penitential :’ es, and t-xponacri Ella, by whom 1 p had Prururwa (fb ttdor of Mathura), who 
hud ei\ son'i, viz. Ayu, &e. who car tied on ibolunar (Indu) races in India.” Now this 
Ayu : tt likewise the patriarch of the Tatars, and in t hat language signifies the n oon, a 
ii.alc di* i.niiy both with Tatars and Rajp ots. Throughout there are traces of an original 
identity, winch justifies the application of the term ludo-Scytnic to the Yadu race—Ft it* 
Oumilogicul table, V r ol. I. 

If Pn/orja in the modern Allahabad, at the co. flueneo of the Jumna an i Oangofl, tho 
capital of Iho Prosii of Megnsthcuos. 

§ This is alternately called Chapun Cula and tMpun Uro.o, ^fifty-six tribes,” and fifty- 
sir millions,' of Yuduy. As they were F ig supreme over India, this number id not 

iimrlwiittHibln. 

Transactionstof the royal Asiatic Society, vol. iii. Vide paper entitled. Comparison 
of the Hindu and Thelun Horcnles.” 

'*1 Jambuvci; was tbo name of the sevontb wife, whoso eldest son was called Samba—ho 
ubm c I poAMCiibion of th .* tracts on o ah nidcs the Indus, and foumlod the Smd-Smma 
dycai.ly, tVom tvhinli the Jharojas a»‘C duseuaJ r -'d Th m ia every probability that Suuhua, 
of Hutuba, nnpari (At ituigaru), ihe opponent el Alexander, wa:i descendant <-•. Samba, hoj* 
oi Criaiuiu, Jho Jharcja chronicles, in iguoiancc of the origin oit» ia titular appellation, my 
that their “ancuiiio tu came from Sham, or Syria. 
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Bujra, and from the latter the Bhattis .claim descent. Bwira 
ihad two sons, Naba and Khira. 

“ When the Jadoos were exterminated in the conflict at Dwarika, and 
Heri had gone to heaven, Burja was on hi« way from Mathura to see his 
father, but had only marched twenty eoss ( forty miles ), when he removed 
intelligence of that event, which had swept away hig hindered. He died 
upon the spot, when Naba \yas elected king and returned to Mathura, but 
Khira pursued hia journey to Dwarica. 

“ The thirty-six tribes of Rajpoots hitherto oppressed by the Yadus. 
•who had long held universal dominion, now determined to be revenged. 
iSTaba was compelled to fly to the holy city [Dwarica] • he became prince of 
Sfarusthali in the west. 

u Thus fa: from the B hagvat^ (says the Bhatti chronicler), and I 
.continue the history of the Bhatfcis, b) the Brahmin SoQkbdhprma of 
Mathura. 

f< Naba had issue, Prilhibahu. 

Khira had sons, Jhareja and Jud- : bhan.* * 

c< Jud-bhan was on a pilgrimage; the goddess beard his views; she awoke 
fum from his sleep, and promised whatever he desired. ‘Give me land 
that I may inhabit,’ said the youth ; ‘Rule in these hills/ replied the goddess, 
and disappeared. When Jtj'l-bh^n awoke, aryl was yot pond t ring on the 
don of the nigh| f a cqpfufed noise assailed him: and looking out, he 
.diaepflered tfyaft the priijce pfthe country had just d jc 1 without issue, and 
they Were disputing who should succeed him. The prime minister s lid, 
5 he drearoed that a descendant of Crishna had arrived at B $hera, : \ and 
proposed to «eek him qi# apd inyest him as their prince. All assented, and 

* Jid. Jud, Jadoo, are tho various modes of pvouOtStaring Yadu in rho llhakk ,, or npoken 
Analects of the west, Jud-bhan, ‘ the rocket the Yadus/ would imply tho Imcwlodge of* 
.gunpowder at a very remote period. 

f The preciso knowlod^e offk© topography of those regions, displayed in the Bhatti 
^.nn^ls, is the ruoBt satisfactory pfoof of tnoij- authenticity. In the present du\.it w-*nH 
be in vkfn to a$k qjjy native of JosBulmer tho position of the “ hill of Jud,” or tho site of 
B«h :r % : *8.4 ]f|f* f';-'the valuable translation of Bailor’s Memoiis, by Mr. ErsUino, we should 
kf-ve he;n njp)bIo to adduce the foil v-ing testimony, i'aber crossed the Indus oo f ho 17th 
Poultry 1518. and ou the I9ti., between tlia» n\ n* and one • f its groai. , uvm;, ihe he 

re&chef tho refy tract where the d. '\ndint of't i idi:.-: -alJished him ; elf t \renty-fivr <-e»i* 
...unes before. Baber says, ft Scr*., I.os from ltehreh t ti « north there is i:ill. Tim. i ill in 

tfyo Zcfor K&iQeh (History of Ti noor), and other b Mkn. i called th»■ H ll .f Jud. At fir-*t J 

*yy 8 ignoraui of tfep oH'rin of its panic, ’ ut afterwards djscovortd that in tbh hill ere no:c 
two races gf 11111 defended of 1 I 10 same father. One 1 rib: is called Jud. tho o'.he. h njnhob. 
From old tiling lly'y havo been the rulers and l wds of the inhabiunis »»f t'd-; lull q if , f r - 
apt ylv.Uf's (pidirijal divisions) between Xilijib and Behreh. Their nver in < v« . t *?rl *:» a 
f» lend v and brotherly wav Tljey cannot fcak< ; from them whatever-they plc^rc. They tahe 
y s tlioii aluire 9 portion that hips been fixed Horn very remote times ’J h Jud i« divided in 
various branches or families, as well as the Jenjuheh. Tho chief man amongst, lb ir goU uj^ 
pame of RtiQ.-’i—KrAtnc's BMcf, p. Vf. 1. 

11 ere is a decided c. *n fir motion that this Hindu colorjjr preserved ail their oriyir.nl manpoji 
and ciStoms even to Babers day. The tribe of Jenjnhchs, beyonfl ^ doubt, ja the J rife 
johya, so celebrated in the region nkirting tl. Sutlej. . ad .inch v.ajl b • m-ticod fipraptt | 
prosont-od a small work entirely relating‘to th - i: ldf-t.i.y, t» the Roy^l Aeiatlo boeioty A.a 
Baber says, they of the same family ^s‘ the •1'p’M, fhey njo probab.y ' <!r .o-*uiilnuts r>f 
Jii-j, the brother of Bhntt-i, who changed tho family] f*ronymicjfrom Jrjlop or.fudoo [0 Bliaj,;. 
an! thus it appears, that when tho older branc h >vn3 driven o jin v^ujui, v uw ref. vu. T «.i 
amg^g lSt their relations of the hilla of Jud. Baber was quite enamoured with tho K-auiy of iJm 
| f ill of jud, which, with fta lake and VftUejra, lm desoribt as a mimaturcg ashmero. -F, ^ 
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was elected kitig. He became a great prince, had a mim‘erot?£ 
progeny, an 1 the place of their abode was henceforth syled Judoo cadancf, 
‘the mountains of Judoo/ 

‘‘ Pyithi-baku (‘the arm of the earth’)* s* n of Naba, prince of Marusthali, 
inheiitod the insignia of Sri Crishna with the regal umbrella (chhetri ) mader 
by \ is\vac;»rma. He had a son B ahulal, (‘ strong arm’), who espoused 
Camlavati, daughter of Vijya Sing, Prince of i\lahva, who gave iu dower 
(daya )* one thousand hordes of Khorasan, one hundred elephants, pearly 
ems, and gold innumerable, and five hundred handmaids, with chariots and 
>ed; toads of gold. The Puar ( Pramar ) Camlavati became the chief queer* 
and bore her lord one son, 

14 B a/tu, killed by a fall from his horse ; he left one son, 

“ Soobcfiu, who was poisoned by his wife, a daughter of Mund Raj% 
Chohan of Ajmere ; he left a son, 

u Rijh, who reigned twelve years. He was married to Soolhcp Soo?idr% 
daagl sc r of Ber Sing, prince of Malwa. Having, when pregnant, dreamed 
that she was delivered of a white elephant, the astrologers, who interpreted 
this arj an indication of greatness, desired he mi^ht be named Guj :f as he 
approach d manhood, the coco nut came from Jud-bhan, prince of Poorubde» 
( the eastern), and was accepted. At the same time tidings arrived that from 
the shores of the ocean, the barbarians ( M letcha ), who had formerly attack¬ 
ed SonbtfAw, | were again advancing, having Ferid Shah of Khorasan at the 

* The Pi amar* were formerly the most powerful potentates of < ential India. Hand- 
Braids avd bed st can a of go d, were always a fart of doeja. or dower of Hind* princesses. 

t A» ulfa:rl mentions Jo: a as j rince of Gaamien aLd Casl.mere, who was slain ly Ogns 
Kl.an, the Patriarch < f the Tat ir tribes 

J In this early portion of the annals there is a singular mixture of historical facts, and 
it appears tha; he Fadu sorib“S conf und their connections with the Syria* and Bactrian 
CtoL 1 p. and with the Qist M -oslem conquerors. Imperfect is is this notice of Boobnliu, hi* 
s n Rrh. r.ml v-raudson Cuj, who were thus u; -ailed by Ferid of hh j-a-an (Baot’ia), and h ig 
auiii arv. the king of Room (Syria), we have a powerful allusion to Anfiochus t.ho Great. who 
Iwo und red and four years before Christ, invaded Baciria and India- Amongst the fovr 
fart left of this his treaty wit a S^phugasenus. the Indian monarch, in which tho 

Syr ion king stipulated fora tribute in elephants. There arc, eveu in this medley of 
grounds for imagiuiig »,hat 3>»phagasoDU8 is the Tadu prinoe of Gujni. Whether, out of 
So ..-I,nim and Gnj, the Greeks man a factored their Sophngasenu*, or wither prince Guj could 
have been entitled Soobhagh-sen in oomplime t to His mother, Sool)hagh-Sqphdr(, Ma’wa 
mtF! ‘ o left f..r the speculative 10 decide. It is not unlikely that the nature of the tribute, 
cr.id to have boou elepi ants, which the Jndiau agreed to furnish to the Greek prince, may 1 nve 
originated with the name of Cfuj, which me.<n8 ‘ elephant.* , 

There is at the same time much that refers to the early progress of Islam ru those region* 
of centrai Asia. Price, in his excellent h! mry, extracting from the Xho/aiL-ut-ul-Attar, says, 
«' H jange /w entrusted with the government of Khuas n, , nd Obaidor lah with Septan, wh« 
bn 1 orders from Hejuugo, Ids superior, to intrude Caubnl, wh- so prince wm Retell or Retj.eil, 
whom toe Author i-uppnsos either a 'I atnr «r Hindu prince. ArUul y ro'n nr he draw tha 
Vf»].'.in«dan nrmv into the dt-fUes. nod blocking up the r« nr, cut ott thetr retreat, «nd Ol a d- 
ooltih woo cbnqelled to purchase his liberation by tl.e I ayment oi seven hundred theus- ad 

“* ;* Wll g seventy-eighth rear t f t he Heglrtt, or A. D. 6! 1. Conjoined to what follows, it 
sppaai-B to have rofc ronce in Rijh, father of Guj. Again. 

" ( l aidoollah and Abdoorchman invaded Swstan with forty -honci.nl m, n fh. Mines 
nr Ou.bul tried the «« man.tmvre, but w». outwitted by .he Mabomadau who conquered 
a gr.nl rart of Cantu,1 and acquired great booty, with which hr. lelur’.ed to boistim to tha 
g.eio. d' •;•!<. A..itro f Uc,, age. and At, to. rohroou entered into a »'* u Rrt.|.c,l to 

attack il'-.ungo. and nbwdre Oaobul from t.ibute, Moghuirab was the suttester of Abdo rah- 
man in She.Van, while his father, Mol.ilel, was employed beyond the Jehooa, but died at 
t •<! a bntniug dAri hen bequcatWog hit got-.-.winent to Y> 
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■foWaf four lakhs of horso, from whom the people fad in dismay. r i ho lUj-i 
sent scouts to obtain accurate ii.tellig n e, an i m * “ 

him • while the foe encamped two coss from hoonj heher. A bittio «nsm d, 

“ which the invader was defeated with the loss ot thirty thonsmd a.en and 
tond on the part of ,:,e Hind.,,. Bat .Mo,man ral.fcd.«» *». 
E,jh, wha again onutered him ?.“i 


Hyh, Who again on ouut reu m u ( Jud . bhiU) of the east. In two 

returned with H insavuti, nis Oricie, u vugm-i .. . , ftU xiliarv 

fc.ttlM the 1,-intr of Khorasan was vanquish ed, wh-n he obtained an fiuxil ry 


recurucu wivu nu^vju) , 

battles the king of Khorasan was vanquished, wtn n 
in the king of Room (ft oml-pati), to esta.ilis i the 


Koran and the law of the 


their •‘renp-th Rai l Gui called a council of ministers. .1 heir being no str mg 

S 'Sfnltl nnd it being taf-W. I-** Tf'itTh'"^ « 
determined to cr.ot a fortress amidst the mountains of the north. Having 
summoned his friends to his aid, he sought council of the guardian gw <■ 

his race- who foretold that tho power of the Hindus was to oease, but. c 

manS him to erect a fort and calf it Qujni. While it *» ££ 

plot ion, news came that the kings of Room and Khorasan were near a 

Room^pcti, Kkorasa'i-p 'A, has, yn, pakAur. pai 

Chin 1 a terra, chith legi j &o*no Jud-pat tia&T - 4V 

rjp*. 

It 5 of d eparture sounded. That day ho marched eight ««* an l 
encamned at Doolapoor. Th ■ combined kings advanced, but in the m> th' 
Shah of Khorasan died of indig-stion. When it was repotted to the. king of 
R.,o a (Shah Scoundcr Roo.ni) that Shah Mimraiz was dead, he bec oo- 
alarmed and slid, ‘wbilo we mo tals have grand schemes m hand he above 
has other views for us.' St 11 his army advanced like wives of the oe; an; 
canarisous and chiins clank on the back3 of elophants, while instruments < t 
Vriw through the host E^ “Ove Uko vva 1king mountain ^. 
th?skT U black with clouds of d isfc ; bright bums th, r. J- 




Against the Hindu K 'tpou n^'nrTvodTthut princes of the Hindu til th Miff 

*» of Bijh of Zahulishan. Ore ttangta made fivqn.n. a 

«v«r all these roK.onemtneh.ui o^e* oi ui t , a « 


> ro K’ onR •« the nm W l{ r '~Z l Sit 1 ?arWg’ &£?Tu 

afror, to rooonquor tlioin. A f ■ n e .qftrg “I have aucti, in another hirdoiy* 

bis desodpiic n of Guj.ii* or, ax hov ^ ri f e ’ • « Q utlk ( ottered dvad fluah and Other impnrifiei 
thu Wh -n «io lUi of B itid bH8R*g«d Ottbaktt K; n , ar ; >8e ^ lt . mp08t a i( \ hurrirano mL raiai 
if, bo thrown into the b un a n. wln-n \h&to , ^ n Baber adds, ‘ 1 made then im.ur y in 

it! h,,0 ' v > anl by tins d- vice lie drove it w.iy ^ ^irhK‘8t inT rmntl(»n v ntidin^ it,” \\ 1 •*. 

Ohazni for bids w U, but nobody cottld «nyo mo i . ^ ^ ft , qUitintM Uu. 

Doubtless, when Baber c »uquerfcd la lift, ' et \ , t( * and haw. soeu tba* tho «u fv , 4 

warriors, he wou’fl have got to th » b fctora of tbi- foes wh<» o old nv>t n^e iv.fr thus 

of che rudtf of Subaktagia arose out or the rcdigi^m , ^ \ B ,d ,bhi was reduced by i;h# 

cjntamiuttt >d by the flesh of the aaerod lciue. 1 110 c u 

aaiae atr* a^era i< Yhe’e is a K'xouj Itoshak in Kb ra an, 

• Neither of the-o. tomie appears in any oi 2 liG 2 ‘i 3 . 

«n<l a Pi.njher in P I'-k”-- 3ir W.Oaseln- s Kl>a!l «'•*• ‘ ' w j bll f.. 0 hors • (lute) tluphuntH (.;,m *r 

t “ The king of Uoo.n d d t'ORiugol ‘ ' (, 1,1 r, t .. 4 jt-h*'-H ' BvWxre, let it en'vr yo I 

S-ti) oaiiirisoUH (pilt/tur) »n l fo t.soHi;r» (p «.» P T ’ > - 
uain4, ok E*a Lmjof th. Jhiioa*. 
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"tr coss ( eight} miles ) separated the hostile armies. Raja Guj anti 
hi-} chieftains? performed their ablations, and keeping the Jogibiiaf in their 
rear, advanced to the combat. Each host rushed on like famished tigers 
the earth trembled ; the h*\i s re overcast nor was aught visible in the 
but the radiant helm; War-bells resound ; horses neigh ; masses ot 
men advance dn each other, like the dark rolling clouds Bhacloon- Hissing 
an;;:; the feathered dart ; the lion - roar of the warriors is re-echoed ; the 
edge Of the sword deluges the ground with blood ; on both sddeis the blows 
ix sound on fhe crackling bones; Here was Jud-Rne, there the Khans and 
Ameers, as if Time had encountered his fellow. Mighty warriors strew the 
earth ; heroes fall in the cause of their lords. The army of the Shah fled • 
h 1 -ft twenty-,'Ive thousand souls entangled in the net of destruction ; he 
abandoned elephants and horses, and even his throne. Seven thousand 
Tlmdus lay dead on the field. Tile drum of victory resounded, and the 
, iTadoon return- d triumphant to his capital. 

“ On Sunday, the 3rd ofBysak, the spring season ( Vasant), the. Rohini 
Nakhatn, and Samvat Dherma-rnja ( Yudtildhira) 3008, f seated on the 
throne of Gujni, he maintained the J.-.doon race. With this victory his 
p over became firm : he conquered all the countries to the west, and sent an 
ambassador to Cashmere to call its prince Kandrupkclt to his preseriem 
But the prince refused the Summons : he said the world would scoff at him if 
1:3 attended the Stirrup of another without being first worsted in fight. Raja 
Gqj invaded Cashmere, and married the daughter of its prince, by whom h d 
had a sop, called Salbahati. 

“When this child had attained the age of twelve, tidings of andtlier 
invasion came from Khorasari. Raja Guj shut himself up for three entire 
days in the Jerri pie ofCuladevi:§ On the fourth day the goddess Appeared 
and revealed to him his destiny : that Gujni would pass from his hands, 
b it that his posterity would reinherit it, ndt as Hindus but as MoOslemS ; 
and directed him to send his son Salbahan amongst the Hindus Of the east 3 
there to erect a city to be mimed after him. She said that lie would hav^ 
fifteen sons, whose issue woilbl multiply ; That he (Raja Guj) would fall in 
t-b d iie of, -jui, but would gain a glorious reward hereafter/ 

‘ Having heard his fato revealed, Raja Guj convened his family and kin, 
iinct or, pretence of a pilgrkriagts to J vvala-mookhi,j| ho caused them to 
depart. vVith the prince S * lbahan,for the east. 

AS-,On a fief the fot 3 approached withinrfive coss of Gujni. Leaving therein 
ins uncle Seydeo for its defence, Raja Guj marched to meet him Ti e kin$ 
Klnra^an divided his army info five divisions ; the Raja formed his into 
ihfee; a desperate conflict ensued, ih which both the king and the Raja 
•vero slaiti. The battle lasted five pi(,har*$ and a hundred thousand Me ere 
and thir; v-thousand itindns strewed the field. The king’s son in\cs::ed 

* liuumcJ'-uf* aplnta of Raipooi ninrti.ai n>vwho fee I on the atafn. 
t Ttiiri ditto is eircuiuptantiid, and mii'ht b fixed ot- disproved by c*faulnti»n; if the hbter)- 
po.noou 1 mi • unv of daeh wldtPy aopanUod incidents As those in tfyro-MAcecioinun au 1 Maho. 

. M i- IJ inter;/ uid nut deter as from the Attempt. 

X No Puoh mvrno appoa»H iu Witaon’s Jtoj 
Tut t'lary g, idebd, or 4 ‘ of the race {culu). ,t ^ 

U i'hts ,,,]/l-huu i j a r.ell-k?!own :>lnco of pilgrimage in the firb\VAh)k rflounlr* m*. 

^ A Jpuhar iu oued’nwth of the day. 
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Gujni ; for thirty days it wag defended by Soydeo. when ho performed tho 
ifefcka, * and nine thousand valiant men gave up their lives. 

“When tidings of this fatal event were conveyed to Salbahan, for twelve 
'days the ground became his bed.f He at length Reached the Punjab, where 
he fixed on a spot with abundance of water, and having Collected his clans¬ 
men around him, he laid the foundation of a city which he named after him" 
aelf, Salbahanpur, The surrounding Bhomius attended, and acknowledge his 
supremacy-. Seventy-two years Of the era of Vicratna had elapsed when 
Salbahanpur was founded, upon Sunday, the 8th of the month of JBhadoon. 

“ Salbahan conquered the whole region of the Punjab. He had fifteen 
feons, who all became Itajas : vie. B&luhil, Rasaloo, Dhumungud, Vacha 
Roopa, Sundur, Lekh, Juskurn, Naima, Maufc, Neepak, Gangeon, J ugcon ; 
all of whom, by the strength of their own arms, established thetnselVes in 
Independence; 

“The coco-nut from Raja Jeipal Tufa was sent from Delhi and Accepted.$ 
Balund prOCeoded to Delhi, whose prince advanced to meet him. On his 
refrurh with his bride, Salbahan determined to redeem Gujni from the foe 
i*nd avenge his father’s death-. He crossed the Attok to encounter J*llal, 
who advanced at the head of twenty thousand inen. Crowned with victory, 
he regained possession of Gujni, where ho left Balund, and returned to his 
capital in the Punjab : ho soon after died, having ruled thirty three years 
and bine mtiuthS; 

“Balund succeeded. His brothers had now established themselves in oil 
the mountainous tracts of the Punjab; Bub the Tog,rhs\\ began rapidly to 
increase, and to Subjugate all beneath their sway, and the lands around 
Gujni were again in their power. Balund had no minister, but superintended 
iu person ail the details of his government. He had seven sons i Bhatn,, 
Bhupati, Kullur, Jinj,H Surmor, BhynsVecha, Mangreo. The second son 
Bhupafci, (?*. e. lord of the earth) had a son, Cliakito, from whom is descend* 
teu the Chakito {Chayitai) tribe** 


* iora description of this rite, seo Vol. 1. p. 202. 
t If conformity with .the Iliiuin ordinances of matin, or mourning. 

J Hero U another eircam^bantia! V. B. IG. for fh* Foundation of SalbaiU in 

Vui jal .. by ihe fugitive Yadu prince from Gujni Of i- exact position we have uoitaeAns t f judg. 
ing : hut it could not havo been remote fVoin i.ahore. it may bo deemed a fortunate omnnidoned 
that I should discover that ’anrient Inscription (Vol. I. p. 7Oo) of this sapiul, ut.\\i 1 Sa/rr cr 
gOYtVuod by a <t5hfca or J’t in the fourth century; whi6h suggested the idea (win cb many 
ffcote toad to prove), whether these Yadus (whoso illegitimate i will appear in tho 

sequel, are called Jdt«) may not be the Yuti of Getes from Centra Asia. Tim Coimidonc * of 
the date of SalbAhanYadu with that of the Saca Sallvaban. tk* 1 Tak, will n t fail to ahi-•! 6 
^tho enquirer into Hindi antiquities : and it is not the least curiohs oircutabta’ieo thin, thu*0 
Tadtii, or Yuti, displaced the Takshao, or Tfck, from this region, as Will appear Immediately. 
In fhrtber corroboration, fine notes 2 and 4, p. i39 and ln--npt?0ne, II, p S3 1 » ami p. n-fv, 

§ At every page of these annals, it Is evident that, they nave boon tnuiacrS^od ly jjomo 
ignoramus, who has jumbled together events of ducUM and modern date. Tho pWnoo of 
Belhi might h »vo been Jeipal-, bttt If wo are to place any faith iu the chronology of the Tuur 
!rnc6, ho prince of this family could b’6 synchronous with the Yadu Salbahan. 1 cm incliu t 
to think that the emigration of Salbahdivs ancestors from Gujui was at a much later period 
than S. 72, as I ehaW note as we proceed. 

j| Tuorkisthe term in tho dialects which the Hindus apply to the races from comml 
A^ia, the Vurshka of the Pooranas. . 

A Ooubi leas tho ancestor of lho ioby» race, termed the ^npiheh by Haber, and who 
\iweH with the Juds in the hills Jdd, the Jmddoo-oa-anug of the 11 hatU 5M 

*+ Uowovor curious (his assertion, of tho OhagitaiS being descended from the Yaduij 
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“Chakito h id eight sor.s, vU. De03i, Bharoo, Khemkhan, Nahur, Jeipul, 0 

JJb.ursi, Becjli-Khan, Shah Summnnck ; . , , 

“Baluu I, who resided at Salbahanpur, left Gujai to the charge of his 
rr .ndson Chakito : and as the power of tho barbarian 0 mlelcha,, increased, ho 
,,'otonb entertained troops of that race, but all his nobles were of oho samo 
body. They offered, if he would quit the religion of his fathers, to make 
birn master of Balioti Bokhara, where dwelt the Ooshek race, whose king bad 
no offspring bat one daughter, Chakito married her, and necarno king of 
B dioh Bokhara, and lord of twenty-eight thousand horse. Between Balich 
Bokhara runs a tnightv river, and Chakito was king of all from the ga e o 
jBaliohshan to the face of Hindustan ; and from him is descended the tribe 

^^■KulU'^dson of Balund, had eight sons, who-e descendants are 
desig nated KullurJ Their names were, Scodas, Bamdas, Asso, Ki-tna, 
Samo’i, Gango, Jesso, Bhago • almost all of whom became Muosulmans. 
r i hey are a r im- >rous race, inhabiting the mountainous countries west of the 

•; yf*r S and notorious robbers* , , ’ 

‘‘Jini the fourth son, had seven sons ; Champo, Gokul; Mehraj, Hunsa, 
Bhadon, Basso, Juggo, all whose issue bore the name of Jinj ; | and in like 

mil ner did the other sons became the patriarchs of tribes. 

" Bhatti succeeded bis father Balund. He conquered fourteen prices, 
and added their fortunes to his own. Among his effects, he reckoned 
- Jen y four thousand mules* laden with treasure sixty thousand bonn, 
lnd innumerable foot. As soon as he mounted the 9 aai, he assembled all hu t 


—. 7 r. nrnp5aB Taa repeat, that alltheao tribes, whether termed In.lo-Scjtluc or 
£ n f ht n0 ‘ t0 J > n ?.Umi"« professed • faith whieh may be termed Bimini™, 

- n or, prior toJjCJ thi period has rofereuoe to tbs Tory first years of Islarmsm and it is 
....., 'nm « os of Go, were to be proselyies, it is by no moans improbable Hat this is 

' si Onfide' orioee of Kh«ar.r.nv-Sac Price’s MabomedanBlst. iy. 

t admission of the prosrlytism of tbb snc.ent lmlu-Scyth.c 
1 this i- 1 'iiith of Islam, tliou?b there can be no reasonable doubt of '*■ temogin, 

Prmee.tO Th’fc.thorum. the fol , l8r of C .agitai according to the 

WUer know historian- is termed an infidel, and o was TocasA, the fa'hei *f Ma lomed of 
*1. «" t0 ’ ’of t ho Gotic r Yuli race; the other, as his name discloses of thy 

•; V ^aV.+ao. '‘He too grand raocs of central Asia. -The instrtion of this pedigree ... tins 
! '.*00 c n.SoUy ritmtos ohr. .oology, yet for which purpose it could have bee* interpolated, 

’■ n \ of tl,c c ' innien ‘ arius ° r B ‘ be '-' trace 
“"fnufelM stated that the fifteen brothers of Balund establish.!. IthomselrM 
1 ni r f the Punjab, and that Ids sons ...he. itad those Wont of the indue, 

J, ‘ HM a,0UnU Th TU* tribes, fa* 

b^hI w krt m>vr mlmbit .no 
who, 
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till, 

rioflity, 
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ja11cs/1 i «o 

, retain the 


! t\ 


now inhabit ibe' regions c. n inured by the sobs oi Salbahan , 
on conver.-ion, to give mo 1 e salat to thai antiquity ooaver.ni a » 
nn.’i added the rest of tho s! >ry from tho hbr«n . not gran ! n on 
"p ' V, , 01 . - Sons of .1 .soph ’ whose original c unt.y was t -.nbul an.1 
n ir of ladoon (vnlg.u of Vatin), ns one of their principal subdivision* 

r P osilion in the hillv rigion oast of the Indus, co -quorod oy the s ns 
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Kycqs, at Lahore preparatory to the teekadour* Joined against Bheerbhati 
Bhagel, lord of Kcnekpur. Beerbhan fell in the batHc which ensued, at tho 
head of forty thousand men. 

“Bhatti had two sons, Mungul Rao and Musoor Rao. With Bhatti, tho 
patronymic was changed, and the tribe thenceforth wul distinguished by 
hi3 name. 

“Mungul Rao succeeded, but his fortune was not equal to that of his 
fathers. Dhoordi, king of Guzni, with a mighty force, invaded JLahorr :t 
nor did Mungul Rao oppose him, but with his eldest son fled into the wilds 
on the banks of the river. The foe then invested Salbahanpur, where resided 
tho family of the Raja ; but Mtisoor Rao escaped and fled to the Lakhi 
Jungle.*; There being only a cultivating peasantry in this tract, he over¬ 
came them, and became master of the country. Musoor Rao had two sons. 
Abhe Rr.o and Sarun Rao. The elder, Abhe Kao, brought the whole Lfckhl 
Jungle under his control, and 1. is issue, which multiplied, became famous a 
the Abhoria Bha'tis. Sarun quarrelled with and separated from hit brother, 
and his issue descended to the rank of cultivators, and are well known «w 
tho Sarun Juts. § 

“Mungul Rao, the son of Bhnfc'i. and who abandoned his kingdom, had 
sis sons : Mujuin Rao, Kullursi, Moolarj, Seoraj, Phool, Kewala. 

'‘When Mungul Rao fled from the king, his children were secreted m 
the houses of his subjects. A Bhomia named Satidas, of the tribe of 2\ v jfc if 
whose ancestors bad been reduced from power and wealth by tho anccsto * 
of the Bhatti prince, determined to avenge himself, and informed the king 
that some of the children Wore concealed in the home of a banker (sohoor v\ 
The lapg sent Tak with a party of troops, and surrounded the house of 
Sndhar, who was carried before the king, who swore he would put all hN 
family to death if he did not produce the young prinors of Salbahana. Tho 
alarmed banker j rotested he had no children of the RiyVs, for that tho in 
fonts who enjoyed his protection were the offspring of a Bhoomia, who 
fled, on the invasion, deeply in his debt. But the king ordered him to pro¬ 
duce them ; he demanded the name of thoir village, sent for the Bhomiu* 
Monging to it, and not only made the royal infants of Salbahana «at v »»\ 
them, but mairy their daughters. The banker had no alternative to aav' 


* ^ ee ^ °k I* P- 393, ft.r &n acc tint of th : a military foray, 

t This would almost imply that Lahore aud vSalbahana were one ami the nm ca place 
b'.l from wliafc follows, the intervening distance old not harp been great between tho |w ti 
. r| ff. Ihare is & Sungala, south of Lahore, near the altars of Almramiir, und a aik- to i 
onr mxiero maps. Salbahrm, Snlbahaupur, or simply Salpoora. may bavo bet.. mooted < n 
tbi Milns of Kn.inniiftnngn.ri. Wo may nope tlmt researches iu that yet unto mb 1 • »i. i> 

Punjab, will alford rno -h to the elucidation of ancient history. 

t The Lakhi Jungle is well known in India for its once celebrated breed of horsi-s, < itimu 
witlnn the last twenty years. 

5 Thus it is that ihe most exb-nsiro agricaltural races spread all over In.in, called JuU 
or Ji/s, have a tradition thau thiy a re descended irons tho Yadu race, (qn. Yuti ;) and tlmt 
their orig nal country is Candahar. Such was stated to me as the origin of the lata of Him * 
and Blimtpur, Why the descendants of Sarun nssnuind the name of Ju»s is not stated 

|| This inoidcntly m ntion of the race of Tak, and of iti being in great consideration on the 
u«Uk inent of the Yodaa iu the Punjab, is very imp react. 1 hayo givon a sketch i 
(V i. (. p. 9), 1 ut niace I wrote it, I have di covered tho itul of Tak, and 
Bpot where I ah >uid hate erpectod the <V Taxila, tho onpitnl pf Tiixllea, t. 

Alexander. In that sketch I hesitated not to say, lb*t 'ho name warnut persona] 


tin j tribe 
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err licv- s but to conseJ • they were brought forth in the peasants garb, 
ata with the huslundmcr ^^), and wore married to their daughters. Thus 
tii. offepring of Iyullur-ra became the Kullorea Jats ; those of Moondrf/j and 
‘ "V m ip Moonda and Seora Jats ; with the younger boys, Phool and 
Ky v.alit. who were pa»ed off as a barber (nar), and a potter (khomar}, Tell 
t- that class. 

“ Jf.mgul Rao, who found shelter in the wilds of the Garah, crossed 
that ptream and subjugated anew territory. At this period, the tribe of 
!\ ! inhabited the banks of the river ; beyond them were the Boota 

of Bootaban.f In Poogui dwelt the Pramara in Dhat the 
nv and the Lodra |) Rajpoots in Lodorvsn Here Miingul Ra 
nd c i ity, and with the sanction of the Soda prince, lie fixed his future 
r* i; ho centre of the lands of the Lodras, the Barahas, and the Sodas. 
Un tho dcn-lh of Munsrul Ra >, he was succeeded by 

** Mujum Rao*who. escaped from Salbahanpur with hn father. Ho was 
vccogni. (1 by all iho neighbouring princes, who sent the usual presents on 
'I Atari ~ 



v .,; ur/.c ion, and th Soda prince of Amerhote made an offer of his daughter 
jn marriage, which was accepted, and the nuptials were solemnized at 
\AflflQritokc. He had three sons, Kehur, Moolraj, IT and Gogli. 

“ Kehur became renowned for his exploits. If caring of a caravan 
(l tjlla) of five hundred horses going from Arore * to Mooltan, he pursued 
■hem with a chosen band disguised as camel merchants, and came up with 


*;, 

|Mn 

r,im 




mi 


ho In ud of tho Tahshao or Waga tribe, which is confirmed. It id to Buber, or 
j>. fiv ' t hat lam indebted for this di.orcry. In despribing tho limits cl 
i. nn-ntions it : “ An i on the west is Deeht, which is ftl-o. called Ba/ar V 1( l 
the erudite 1. mslator ndds, tc Tak is paid jong to have been the capital of 
. KIph?listened map, Bazar, which Baoor makes identical with Tak, i* n v 


hi.. 


the 


•lor 
I Tl 
t P 


wbi 

In , _ 

•til mP the city of Attoc. There ie no question that both the river a.d aly were 
i or i he race ■ >f r < ’X* or Takrdw, tile Nagas, Sngvciei, rr ‘ snake r cy " ’"/P 1 - l 
a Indeed, I would aseum , that fcbo name of Omphij, which young Taxiloa i (> u 
• ihiU: h, is Op/tUy the. Greek version of Tak, the 4 serpout.* The.Taka qfpp 4 r tQ 
i ( gtabli^hed in the panic regions ac the earliest period. Tlp> MahJ'h' 1 - '* doscnqoa 
hot-.v eon Janmejaya and the TaksHac . • ou their king the death of lu$ 

►rlkhit, omperor of Indrnprasthu, or Delhi. 

»■ names of ohoso Jtujpoot races, nevd'^l of which aro now blotted from t^c page frf 
i, prove tho fidelity oftho original manuscript. Tho Barahasi are now M^hQrfyfHVW 0 ! 
ic Bnc ^ amongst the extinct tubes. 

n'lgui b i:i the mqsb remote times has b en inhabited by the Pra nar race. It U 
he A l< H’ Uaroo-ca, the nine castlet of the desert. 

$ The. Sufhis of Amerkoto fyavo mhqbited tho desert fpm tin o immemorial, ax?d *vo irj 
oroi’ Jjh.c t •? Sngdj qf Aiexan^r. See Vol. T, p. 10d. 

II GorlMvn will bo doscribod horciifror. 

If itc b 'i had throe sons, hajp«d, I^ohv.a, nnd Choobar. T elder son had two sons. 

,aw a id (lOcirot; tip. 0 ;( a’V. lioi.k h rl 1 |VI- sons?. Dim .iviir, Pi.nor. B iod, Koolr-, Jc;. 

I G;mo, and became head of clans. 1 he dcscmidant^ of l.co:r di hop* ' l»*• 
i. cliiuM o'fOhnar) Tne annuals »dl tlios^ states abound with sinnMr 
• jpo Its fire . f lh 0 highest tmpqrtancc in enabling 
ho afilaitie* of families, but which il is inpcrnjiiVf) t. oinil, us ti, y ] 

ICi’i. ; au r .dor. I hare extra* tufl the names of tho hnyo ol M.. lr:q 
Urs aci’O fan rrl iu thfc pqniu»ntl% r 'f .Sauranbfia — nine 
but l >r thii ipoidental relati*-. their origj hio 

TCljmotqgjtifc, as the r«,co has loii-r bmm oxrincL^ 0»» some fnture dav »oi‘« 
•h of Klnuigar’a palaot*. on tho siicccd mqunt* Giriinv to 
iiK of tim onto fuinoi'ii town, the ancient. »\i.|<i|;ul c*i t hy 
hft[#pinCH.i to discover by ntcaae of <»iio of my parties, in 
croiiUI of Kuju 8»*hri •. wlio^e khiglQn\ oxt nded n* 

I, .tod tho Jz'.ur of U’Anvi Ie, wb t, ou t,b.‘ auth nBy .t 
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prey across the Punjnud, * wh *r> ho wuu.-l and c-r>turod uid 
returned to his abodu By such - jjU> hr hot une known, an i tin (?cy*» ir»; 
(nstrjit) v» v- gent ; 1 1'ij-.ni Km, and ilia two eld'^r so m >y All.ansi l.y . Mi Ml 
Jhalore. Tho nuptials were celebrated v.’th gr v aS sp! odour, md i Jt . 
return, Ivohur, laid the foundation of ; ca3tle. which hr named Tun u L 
honour of Tunho- k vi. Ere it was comp 1 tod, 1*1 to Maium di. d. 

*■ Kehur succeeded. On his . ,,r cessi6'p; Tunnofco was attacked In J .* i, 
chief of th? Barahas,+ be; ins > i" was erected on the bounds of hn. tube ; 
but Moolar] defended it, and th • Bar.ihas we-e compelled to retire. 

f On Muugulwar (Tuesday), the full-moon of Magh, S. 7*7 $ ‘A. 1> 7*1. 


tho fortress of Tunnoto was completed, an i ilr mmplo erect .d to 


I niuil* 


Mata. Shortly after a treaty of peace was form’d with tho I by du*’, whin i 
■ras concluded by the nuptia s of their chiwith th • duughh r of -o y " 
Having thus furiy fixed the Yadu Bh 
Maruca, it looms a proper point which i * «*1 > Ins initial •„ . )t r 


tin 


with sortie observations on th<- diversified history of this Lrib\crowd* 
so small a compass; V • m tl nc.es of exphrtr but, wsmyai.' 1 • 
proceeded, will - Old *r low *r r ark rci|uiiit'-. dice w it n ihoir In 
reader may draw hi- own • »n. !■; i• >.j-i? to 1 1? du»- ”1 is ]••■!•?.. *■ • 

Bhatti annals, which in- M y V-diw.-i . . »• » "r di -h- 

1st. That of H'*ri, (ho o. »•'*«* id » du if. ’ 

2nd. Th- ir c\pu! imi, «.n‘ i ' km in ab*"doniiu'u H hnua by hi$ 
children with their rein ion ofifm iloriod and Bandit r os, for l* > /(l u 
tries West of the Indus : th. r h uR- i • its i . iV -wm-ub di • ihe min din ; .f 
Gujni, and enmbata with th* ki of Rom n and Khoii.-mn. 


3rd. Their expuhkm >m 7, ibul. i ui, colonioi dun of (hr I’m mb a 


tin 


creation of tho nev ca ital of S lWmnpnr. 

4th. Their expith : .>n from ii Punjab, Pod u,i' mi m in Mu*, tho 
oasis of Maroo, to tho croftlion ef T mnote. 

It is the more unm-cu saaiy iomirr nto gr - der deta ' on .1* din- 

of th earlv Y".*id.i histyn, since the subject has been in part 


ivhurc.§ A mnltiplj'-j-y of ■ • ' : ^ .• 'is eu«i •; .igrjphvwd iluimoii 


reated < 1. 


1 ■ 

,to V 1 *' (f . .’ *r m ; tlio mh:miI Uolclitn- ( un ; ml ol '.o.mcII 

^Uoulilrei^ o,~* inroad ’ 1 


slUoulu reu< ih ••• »Hi ;ad " f \- 

Vuvj . t I I U {.hr (10,1110 whiol tl. :n . r IrMU i lilt • i V.-joIr In )IV,' ill. of c. ilfhu ’ • U : 

' 1 t * ,u *’ v ' !|fi ‘ II I i. lit 4.1 . lien ring. P tin 1-1 • f u , 

ancic i »fu:n|j, . . niiDf*: IVi h au ' ui i. l. mi vu*. hnv t .»»% Viu 0 <• i,.u A 

inteipMl.il -■ ' ; i l a„a In* mi lma of . u- .. * ’ | Of • • - Liu* 1 ; » . , j, 4 . . 

10 ! * * 1 tU ' ’ ->•- *»u-i o .u/oi'd, , wt u: itulividn .vin.*. lu •' , iffli - U i m 

peak. 


t Tingj*h(-wj| { mo (s, Starnli;. iii.' il» . • Unit 

, cl 4 tUu mr o- Islam'’ ■ il mm* h n. ioc* 'u in* .m* tun. 

in the first Mimtury. Jia l * j t . h. . . i , •• *' unit u 

Jlgrigriora. Tho Jjftrihftj' no m* n n ., | ,• \ - . . si <-.l 

J I Imre: .■* but rix dun . . .. i »mm - * * • l < 5 
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AKNAiLS OF JESSULMICR. 

??! 

rifran&s our filler*) go the general truth of these records, which prove that 
ti-K \ adu race had dominion in central Asia, and were again, as Islaraiain 
^ irK ; <? d # , repelled upon India. The obscure legend of their encounters with 
rh'allied Syrian and Bactrinn kings would have seemed altogether illusory, 
on., not evidence exist that Antioch us the Great was slain in thc ; e very 
region# by an Ind«.'-Scythian prince, called by the Greek writers Sophagas- 
ii .s name in all probability compounded from Soobahu and his grandson 
(Jnj^who might have used the common affix of stria), the V .idu princes of 
f ui\ who ere both stated to havo had conflicts with the Bactrian (Khora- 
saw) kings. 

ftorsUn (tho region of cold, ‘sec)' and both sides of the valley, wen; 
ofC'ipind in the • arliest periods by another branch of the Yadus ; for the 
'*■ nd-Samri! dynasty was descended from Samba (which like Yadu became a 
patronymic)—of which the Greeks made Sambas —and one of whose descend- 
c\m . opposed Alexundi r in hid progress down the Indus. The capital of 
dynasty was fe itmma-cfi k ote y Samanagari, yet existing on the lower 
In-’i>, and which wm corrupted into Minuawa by tho Greeks. 

It ls an interesting hypothesis, chat w r ould make thoChagitais dcr -md- 
of tlr. Yadus;* In like manner, Bapna, the ancestor of the Ranas of 
Mo war, abandoned central India after establishing his lino in Gheetore, and 
retired f.o Khorasan. d ll this proves that Linduism prevailed in these dis- 
f wit regions, and flint the intercourse was unrestricted between Central Asia 
• mi India. We have undiscovered fields of inquiry in Transoxiana, and in 
riioro accessible region of the Punjab, where much exists to reward the 
n-robwologht: Salbahanpur, Karopilnagari, Behera, tho hill of Jud, perhaps 
iOOphalia,j* tho seven towns of Ooeh, but, abovo all, the capital of Taxiles. 
.'/o* uhope that, in this age of enterprise, th^se suggestions may be followed 
up W’»; i;un promise the adventurer a very different result from that which 
' > i its the loi\ r of barbarous Africa, for horu hr would penetrate into tho 
»;ry \i kunts of civilization, and might solve one of Ihe great problems wdilch 
ubiH distract mankind. 




' v! r , i? 1 t - ho of . K ’ ' • in Pl * olom T’ s Geography of Sngdkum ; nud 

A L . \./ u , ’ u ‘ c 7 of {|" raL is called JTen\ This adjoins 11 am, cr Murve 
u i A u llai iV\t hoII the Iaudu and Hedmila rooes retired on tkoir wile from Tf ever 

.Ip so rt ir, legions are* osrclicd for auc;0ufc inscriptions, ivo may yet: ngoen l ’!>• idd. r, f 

f 's »*3 ibcu. Jfotun t 'a'jvuavv. inscribed oa tin* •. wn rf *\Murk ■.,.<! ? (Qti'idy, Hbn 

flfcl a * A . s) I !’'• larreutvl dcutli «.-! fcliut onfcerpmiur tu livelier, Mr. Brown, when he was 
* h “i I leaves ft Hum field lo mo ivm tmviu;. The BuddiVfc v< ’osaal 

'" nil I. -, find i fivod ai Hnm.Yn, wiili such m and pliant* n . Mu yway contain, aro of fchi> 
li’g ie >• Ui'j' "d. 1 . ; ,m u s 1 I Ii;’ \ In tie doubt, . -ill i-o 1 •* of ibo scuno eiiaiaetoi* as ihr-'C 

ui'iCt. >\-M in t.ic j vc ft'mphf.sof India, attributed t fclie. ) ..i dr • 

r Jit ft po' i 't a m 1 f-’Miy • *’ On the Tticbau and Hindu e or-'-uhvi, ' wl^ ' ■ , ;»r(..:.v’d 

t'l ’ ’ *' * an io -juhd i ;.*:ertatiou “ <'n thn Sepulohi .d Alt-uiim* ntt> •’ *tu* f‘ dpootR, ,> 

wiirtu J traon * lose auMlogy between their on stems and those of tl 
on». my pariiculr 

rot 

out on obiiorvln# tho 


Sn/thk* rod Soundinu'. ian 

. « ■ i - d hai all jnlai m - n -j mt vi red by 

.i oulh.'d t“o /> AI < : ki'ulib.'\ Iliad befar ( H. A I. v. * I. C |> :il*u ) 

‘o.* '.hcd it to bo one of tho mnny iuHir -leums evoctod to Mcnsudui*, 

fci'UfUa: ill'llitivfi il> > Ilns/or/es' lh.Kit tflrtij* who i 


v phy of Croix, in Id.-: 


' ' 1 H'Ui 'Manila 

itv M'laauu.r for 

i bo * i)v. *V tJiitn 


Aleji 


tlio 


spot whore the inonument found by Mr. H. c-fis F gsvu 
iiOr:w, p..i.l this, U»ug nnlt .ior t • irj m ,-/rit'd e. v . avat.v u by 


i )|* Tviiooe jubseijuunt oLiaervaDioDb .v^ iin^ahootly ' i’- 
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CHAPTER If- 


•Rao Rehur , contemporary of the Caliph Al T Valid.—TUs of spring ha on he.oi *, 
of triles % — Kehur, the first who extended his conquest* it the pluivs.—lJc 
f tlain.—Tumio succeeds.—He assail the B arahasand Langae. — Tnnuot*. 
invested by thipi inee oflloollan, who is defeated.—Rao Titv.no csj.<>vfcs 
the daughter of the B oota chief. — Hit progeny. — Tunno fnds a Conceded 
brcctsure. Erects the castle of Beejnote .—Tunno dies —Suede 
Br line. - lie assails the Bar aha tribe, who conspire With th j Lanya, to 
attack the Bhatti prince.—Treacherous massacre of B ecji line and hi* 
kindred—Deoraj sa:cd by a Brahmin. — T unnole taken,—Inhabitants i-ui 
to the sword.—weoraj joins his mother in Boofobon ,-—Erects Dr-v.'-r-wni 
which i '. assailed by the B cota chief who is circumvented and put to d>ath 4 
by T)cornj.—The Bhatti prince is visited by a Jo A. whoso li*\iplr ho 
becomes.—Title changed from: R ao to Rawui—Be ora) mas vo ores the 
Lanyas, who acknowledge In supremacy — Account of the Langa (rib*-- 
h-waj conguc.s Jjodorra , capital of the J*odra Raj pools .— Avenges <m 
a ,W, r " ;nr ' °j ^har. Singular trait of'patriotic devotion 
As*,nd/s Y)har.-~Rctvrm to Lodorva. ■ focuraU s lakes in Khadal- 
Asmain^ed,—Succeeded by Rmtml M ootid, who rrr,, ms / t \. 
death.—11 is son Bachera espouses the daughter of hnlluh So:, of P n n 
Anhulwarra.—Contemporaries of Mahmoud ofGujni. — 'Captor.-., a era- 
run of horses,—The Pahoo 3 hattis conquer Pooptd from the Join,us. -• 
Doosaj, son of Bacltcrai, attacks the Kheechm,—Proceeds with hr there 
hrefi/ers to the land of [(her, where they espouse the Cohilote chiefs 
d■■fighters. ~ Important synchronism*. -B achcra dies. —Do<../j : tl / - < i dJ- 
AHacked by the Soda. print? JJvmiir, in whose, reign the (W< ’<?’ oar-f In 
j}ow through th e dr.wr:.—Tnuliiioital c; volet,—S-: >* o>' bcns< t ; i.~$It* 
vonmmt. Lamp, Btcjirae, batvrW th, daughter of Shlra} ttoh.fuJ 'nun 
A co -hcarra.—The other of j; 79( ,j : an Jleejr- ic Uho; Bo. 

. fff Tj <*»h becomes lord of Lodorva on the d&*h of j,- 

* V n ( : con 'V'bc$ against his nephew Bhojdeo^ —SoitVrV* . - - * 

/h j hr joins at A rare - -Swear,* ail ;> 

Unitynm hi 


of A / 

SU) 


and 


f n} ^ I * I'uutvmjo mo iit-ffvw -» -n</wnr# it l fcQV 

)iance to the 
Tmd or rQ at (a r\^d 

Ratoul of the B he 

r v f ' f ed—Discovers a site J or & h ".w Tap 
inscription on the Brim,f r coonO or fountain.—Founds Jr, 
dm, and is succeeded % friib ahan IT. 


the 


—till 
Lodo'va 


oi ' fo dispossess 

'-'i'eo — .Jesi'l becomes '< 


I Uhl 


as too 


me- 


r * Ion 1 
phtic 
J'Ut 


Tay dates of the varied «,v M ts, Hated in the preceding ch&pt,. m „y hr 
2* doubtful c.cuiracy, but wr* i -.y- at length- ar< iv >d on the fcrr:,p *,.A. 

Bi T i tfi c hronology. Wo may disgust tl ' d.ifce, 8‘)0S of Y inU-ilv hira’s era, 
JpJ r nbtained by the Jade n prince of Guiai over the king* <4\' 
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oom and Kidman : r-s 
Sulhahan rrid his Yad« 


of f. 72 a.-d^ned for he exode of 
•an and iI k-ii colonisation of the 


woII as that 
from ZibuSi: 

Mnj i ;. ir ml ’ 'Mils in .’hodiscrt, and the foundation of Tun- 
note, ihnr first seat; of pow-r, in fcr. 7hlT (A % 1) 731), arc corroborated by 
inrontrov jrdblo Hynchronibius in almost every subsequent reign of these 

anri&ta. 


Kehur a name highly ro .- .-ted in he history of the BL-.ti race, and 
vhosc c:n 1 > has boon already record'd, must have b$*n the contemporary 
■ of the r*»d. Ivhalif A! WalLd, the first- whose ;ivms extended to the 

, ! i :H •! Judin and one of who*© curliest conquests and chief positions was 
Aroi'\ tho‘ capital of 11ppet Sinde. 

t: hur hurl tb • sons vU 'funno. Ooti-rao, Chunnur. Kafrio, Thaem. 
A!’ of them had offspring, § who b lame the heads of cl^ns, retaining the 
I hi i '»n vutiic*. Ml were v*ld ms of fortune, and. they conquered the lands of 
* tii Chaur It ; loot: but the latter l.-ngc! themselves upon Ivehur, 
wh .m th •' at tanked and hjw m he was hum ng. 

'pin, no mm - - ,J m '! I lid w i t ■ th * hmh ol the Esraha®,* and those 
M o| tho . uir. <>f ■ : ur J>it Huh In Shah ad Minced with the Langaha 

* * IVrJun /' clothed in armour with iron helms, with the tnen of Dmidi,* of 

i Jvlnju ln u*; tim Khoku • :+ the Mogul, the Jd.y.,§ the Jood,§ and Syed, ali 


- ~ - ~ . 

* *!'«**» in|• ro. ’ i i In 11*i. iu liia (.''Hiiiiii ufm [r ?, that the per>pie \d India apply 

IV t< mi / r i 7 ,»»iV»# r?«, » i ;\li i r !<*pi. r*t u«Mt of Ih«* tmlim. 

•}• >b iv.M!i:.* u: linn ih 1.1 - ' oi • i v n h , !it i y -Au «ince the expulsion of the 

lUw.t i fr" " »h** I’ i I'! 1 -, a i,.. I iti ppitr. nt < In u Vi,i it» mmi in ijiwh, lrniuani- r e, nnd religion, 
»UifH' dm *i ■ - . i< i, hi,, > ;* SnM,j,!,*iu :i >Miiii'i;e..l th.U regimi, yet o«n to this day. ihnro ia 
©bnildiiht It :iiiu-o', in . c* 1 ■.*, i .1. 11 •. • i*iv thut til© J-J.1.1 i ih hud dominion 
iHfro, U O Is . r 7! I)/i tff* * <■ Jlh »’<< ehu'\ in thw very ; w ‘d' *'.hujc wo iilmnld 

1 ! .» . 1 .. iiMM. - 1 1 into mu . '' t». 

|, [ . ,i.<! iiu. it, ■ I < mi m.,- I11U1. Miv<* of ti; ua miou, lu- 1 oadc 1 r, to 

toi*<Jt*i ffttu-l ’ 1 • *.vli•*t ! • ,»u 4 i - 1. ! 10 i - ttfi-1 t km «if < . ♦ ' riirinui t*ii 'rii. l 

h i) , . i,„ ’ m. u . s i, j. . 1 , C' ' . ' -tad Uje ; ihiur i^no hud the 

<*> ()» >t’ 1 > iltMi lit* .iv ;t 111 j Mil »•, •' /no muUijjli* .1 <:'/ o* ti.h* 

• 1 in. 1 v i 1 *, 1 i| t> - : * .11. L-i i y,- ■* f 1 i. y uii'*! > > kct ► U..';n rk-nr f in• *^iuoii • 
i.i.i* itu'< ■,'-wm. utdtiivu :n»^ i 0! Is hav mu >a • 0, as they imup h« i»- aimale 

nod III h<*lt!I ll' 


h id 


T'. uiliptf f (Jbiinn 1 mow i xtineh 

J io • lo mi Scvmi .ri 1 •) : rfpM^nn od hv the name** of aniiunln. The Bara- 
\ llju h'">s : 1 l»d y<umr\s t tl»e f-si*. \ J'alsh.'*;*, tl. ismtl.c-- .1 'itt; Or .in, the 

’ 'lit' "dn I’a'I"iti!' v.'.'vi* p 1 m v»i*a fr* •• the -Vnulci li••’/*<>■ >*, one of tho 

'' ti’, j ; y flj,’ in ha , ilie lihfri..' * . m mjui west rt the 

J 1 • it ' 1 tie ,i-d »* 1; i-i’i.’M i ( ,y 1 • j .iti ih- 1 t’»c S ^’ r* 11 k i (joti'• r(* 7 :**. )/'U or ‘I'cnoftlopi- 

I iiuiH I.m ..if jim tli,*ir houlemcut. Th f . u-m uf i .* w< .u Fi (hut 1 i-v no tnouiiM 


V v hides l-bfir 
' Muhei a 
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* '■ u11ii•« t, *.r 



) Ins .ilna io Auloh'iofvrni) 
'if ' I n lia, nu 4 . i Ins • ninner 
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hy, g)V s • .! ■• ail ii?-.. tribes he met 

\ lion u oh far in • ve the ;iuth*»*it.i'*n;; of tho 
■: iiM.'hli n • it. mu! "1 Ik)* -Ii/ 

,i* trill- ' ere is hiyh y mip»'i!*in\ ' e v n\- 

born mV’-.u. iv.i-i sato:U 'll one 
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hv 


11* lbelli* 

Hah. a ,k ilit iitonu * (iui'vr, n sin- 

iljcir b .hi' mu lu t i . . \v- 

b v . n i r , ..iv . u i-hifuc the iangc. called m 
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minted on horses, to the number of ttn thousand men, to attack the dmloo. 
J-lii y reach, d th territory « f ( he Barahas, tvho joined thorn, and there they 
oictmped, Tun no collected h bnahru. around him, and prepared for 
defence. During lour days they defended the castle ; and on the tilth ib- 
Rv' ora uad the gates t * b * thrown open, and with his^on, Beeji 11:n , sallied 
out sword in hand, and attacked th - besiegers. The Bare has wen- the first- 
to tlv, and they wen'* soon followed by the rest of the soors. Thu rlrturs 
e-7riipd the spoils of the fied into Tunnote. As soon as the nr mi- <>l 
Mooltan and I mg dia were d • ivam off ; the coco nut came fr m Juop-i, chief of 
t' e Bootasof Bootaban* and an aldance otlensive and defensive was formed 
against the princ- of Mooltan. 

Tunno had tiw sons Beeji Rae, Makur, Jeyfcung, Allun, and Rakrcho, 
Ihes'-'Cund son, Makui*, had issue Maipah, who had two son; Moholn ..nd 
D- e io, the iattcr of whom excavated th. lake known by his nan.- . His issue 
became carpenters an * are to this day known as the ‘Maiko* -.•-••tar %c i 

l-ho third son, Jeytung, had two sona, Ruttunsi and Chohir. The lb : i 
renaired the ruined city of Beekumpur.f Chohir had two sou*, Rolarud 
4*ir*raj, who founded the too. ns of Kolasir and Oiraj sir. ^ 

r i'he fourth son, Allun. had four sons, Peosi, TirpJ, Bhaoni, ml V. khc- 
1 ir- <1< semidunts of De d became Rebarris (who rear cmnois), and i/bn 


oho. 


i"suc of Rxh.vho became merchants (baniaha), and arc now classed nmongau 
the Oswal tribe.? 1 lt> 

iunno having, by the interposition oi the goddess Beejaseimi di^coKva 
a hidden ti >uyor xv d a fortr•**, which In named Boejnoto ;|| and in this 
he pi n.ed a statue oi the goddess, m the 13th, the eniigheuned pf.rt of thr 


the native DiniftlF Juddoo < W-m#, ao.d by Bybvr ‘ iho LiU of .Tud/ skirling tho V . 
piie I fritnm t Boher/i is la'nl down in dun monument r.f genius and indusi.- tUol 
-Umu *ir rpRpjinel (who call* in JBlu-ea), in 32 J K. and 72“ 10" B. ; . ud 1>\ ! 'him 
*’•• • oi 10, Inn. whole degree fun her t< the ea-t, or 15*. Thin city, t u «f :u 
P p 1 nc ! m tin* Yadu-IUiutti ani.-lai;' n ci lheir intenuodtaio ()bi<-<-s of iep'et, mi 
- ” O'" I,nli ' 1 «!'J ■ ' »t Cental Am». has its u.ini : -I, pmnt- 

wlv. iu Itirt atia.’l; ..it 11)o hi'I nil.-.I J'.Im. 

it. • '■ . *"’■ > '*- < ':i»hti—*fO. t«.l J 1 li linker from Mol.ivit. th» 

,h ? • 'tempi'’" "I Cat 1. .... -t Bill rum," ol ivh.i-h cho nl.le mi.ioi.H-.r 
■M) 7 "' eil ,: >K 1,1 s ' L ;"\ ‘ ;" ViliU1 ' *Htv "-..re |.r..hal)ly liu ilii.t. 

O-"■ ' uas : ri y 1 'xV 1 - «*••- a ii*r u t w i.„. 

'lk . ' : >» 0* U ’ '*'±"7 • v .- w 1>ar ' 1 " ;.ri,.cc. ana prtMiuii ,< t,. 

* U.Hrii. f, 'uu>dei1 ny the \ adu prime nf Ouji.i 

^i*. probably ^ om ulr |4? pronounced iu tli* did loot -7, tho ’wilh 1 'i;.,.,,' 

*1 lit g HlDitL- chil.lr. il • , 1 1 

rims w.* lie. 1 1 1 na 'U>V(1 overcjnii th umIAiv.iI defect ft 

X 'these vj-.m^ eu l 1 in Mi ' pn 1 U0 1,Ul «|mnon» d ■ 

<i IMu i.uwfti i 1 .^ tv l ‘’ c - well known but have be oil .-i 

rtf tl ^i h , <al 1 *" bee and u,^i numerous <d*the ri K hr 
f f •: Ha ’"' ” T mtte t0 ■ “« hnuilrud bmil. 0 *. 'IVy 

-«» lira wttlenmnr, th-. h.vr« ..roa s i. They are all of pun. Hajpg 
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'month Megsir, the Rohoni Nalrshatra, S. 813 (A. D. 757). Bo died after 

' 'LL^Ra/ succeeded in S. 870 (A. D. 814). He commenced his ij 
■with jb'Mvw/.r, ■ against his old en rates, the Barahas, whom he defeated 
and nlundcrcd. In S. 832, he had a son by the Boota queen who was caJed 
T), om i The Borah as and Langahas once more united to attack the xJhatti 
Dc ; n „e • but th<*j wore defeated and put to flight. Finding that they could 
not succeed by open warfare they hah recourse to treachery, Having, under 
nef"nee of terminating this long fetid h.viico y rang Deorajto nmrry the 
LI „y , r of the Baraha ■ h. i(. the Bhattu attended, when Beep Rac and 
Lht hundred of hi, kin and cl ere m sacred. Deoraj escaped to 

of the Borahas, ills presumed), Whither tie was pursued. There 
being no hope of escape, the Brahmin threw the Barhmihical thread round 
tba ne?k ol the vmiv.; pann* f and in order to convince his pursuers ,ha* 
fhfT v. ere deceivjd as to the object of their search, he sit down to cat with 
him f-rnn the same dish. Tuunote was invested and taken, and marly every 
n , .j* j n jj, p U 4 to tfc; sword, so that the very name of Bhatti teas for a while 

f or ft long time concealed in the territory of tho 
Deoraj rcnia n ,, , ven tur e d to Boots, his maternal abode, where he 
f.i.-.dias ; b"t at eng mother who had escaped the massacre at 

J’ d rejoi to behold her son's face, aid waved the .salt 

O’er hit head ' threw it into „he water, exclaiming thus maj youi 

,,,en,; s ,7. 1C ’ Btrav P Boon tired of a life of dependence Deoraj asked foi a 
single v’iKi' •- which was promised ; but the kin of the Boot.;: chief alarmed 
him and he recalled it; id limited his grant to such a qnanuty c)f and 
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imrnodiafccly commenced erecting a place of strength which he cal’ed after 
himsdf Deogurh, Deomwuly* 1 on Monday, the Soil of the moacJi Mn ,v b ‘>r i 
the Pookh Nakhatra, S g09. ; 0 

‘? o0ri the Boofca chief heard that his son-in-law was erecting not a 
dwelling, but a castle, ho sent a force to m 2 * it Deoraj despatched hij 
mother with the keyrf to the as and invited the loaders to receive tho 

castlo and his coinage ; when the chief men, to the number of a hundred 
and twenty, entering, they wore inveigled, under pr e * of consultarion, 
ten at a time, and each party put to death and their bodies thrown over the 
wall. Deprived of their leaders, the rest took to flight. 


Soon after, tho prince was visited by his patron, the Jogi who had 
protected him amongst tho Barahas, and who now gave him the oitle of Sid. 
dhia Jogi, who possessed the arc of transmuting met Us, lodged in the same 
where Deoraj found prot ection on the massacre of bis father ur ] 
indred, Orto (lay, the holy man had gone abroad, lea his jh ifiirlcuntyi 
°p r i?- which was the Ra*doo>npa, or 4 elixir v> u ol/ a drop 

do , having fallen outlie dagger of Deoraj and changed it to gold, by 
bo r h, and it was by the possession of this he wu3 c ruble! to 
Y'. . -' 3 *>rawiil. Tho Jogi was well aware of tho chief whom ho now eamo 
o0 ll3 U; and ho confirmed him in the possession of the stolen propmtv, «*n 
one condition, that he should become his chela and disciple, and, as a token 
oj submission mi, vl fidelity, adopt, the external symbols of tho Jogi. Deoraj 
und was invested with tho Jo 41 robe of 0 lire.j* Ho placod th v 
2ZPL: l r blsear . the littlo horn round hi. neck, and tho b.mda-o (lav<;oia) 
_ h J - 10ns 5 Wlfcl ‘ fcho gourd (cupnt) in his hand, he peiiirubiilatcui 


in the langnaga’ of India, B.vfer ia a shepherd in tbs most litoral set.. 'and •• 
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y Cm this ;uh:ot\ ib ft compari»ua uf tho ancient architectural 

opmp t r 8mia ’ l "- J yKthio P ia with those of the .uci-Mr Hindus •> moat d<miruMo. !i is 
'C ‘ •••Ppeerru-. of truth, that the architectur.> of the Py- .mi.U i. dm u i 
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dwellings of his kin, exclaiming Ah’-c ' Mur ! § The gourd was filled 
wi'h -o; i Mid pearls: the title of Mao M -a- alundoi <1 foi that nf Tionui : v 
th ■} wa-i . vide )n his forehead ; and exacting a pledge that these rites 
ut in: Mg:r’tv)u *ho.: d b o:\tiuu -d to the latest posterity, the Baba Ritta 
(i-e t ieh wv-: bhe Jodi’s name) disappeared. 

Do >vy determined to wreak his re j >n the Barah.is, an I he enjoyed 

ii ov m ‘ f.o stripping th scarfs from, the h ids of their f< males ” On his 

\ i th- heir of which 


.—-> w . ' , 

r**t.': - o LLurawul, he prepared for an attack on La gain, th- 

m u th m.i on \ u.trri vg ox r >,dition at Alnepo* r There, D ?oraj attacked and 
• v thousuid of them, the rest henceforth acknowledged his supremacy. 


The Langahas were gallant Rajpoots. 

Uho tribe of Jjangaha, or Lang*, will form this period go b md in 
hand, u, all the international wars of the Yadu Bhattis, from th^ir expulsion 
,i-. : the Punjab to th» ir final settlement in the Indian desert, it is of so mo 
In.-ne.’t to trace its orig n and destiny. It L distinctly stated that, at this 
f,p,ieh, the Laogfts wrru Rajpoots ; and they ar in facta subdivision of tho 
Sol iukior Ohalook race, one of i lu* four 
v rve (Tat. in their joint-arJianj 
in 


Oj 


A ijntcul ; and it is important to 
fr tinea logical creed / th< y claim L »1< He 


i 


►} 10 Punjab as rh?ir earlylocation : in ill probability , rior to ih 
nerctioi. on Mount A boo, when they Adopted Krahmir- vmI principl. 


Kri, „ iho y«ar :S. 7*7 (A. D 731), when the castle of Tunnotewas ert. fed 
Ic « h Icnli-r of the Bhatffci colony, down to S. 1530 (A. D. 1474 , a period 
of H'vn huitdVod and forty-three years, perpetual border-strit appear^ to 
fi .. < «m . 1 . ctweeri tho Bhuttis and Laugas, which terminated in that 

y.rigular oiabat, or ti uni, of tribe against tribe, during the reign of Rawul 
Lh while in the la t-m ntinned period. Shortly after this, Baber oon<{ i red 
fniia. nd Mooitau became a province of th omi ire, r h^n the uithor.ly 
i tribes ». ■ *s d. Fcrisiita, howavnr, com/i to utir »i* and gu • l, s an 
rki*.. (UU .,f ,,f ,v ontir, ilvr iHy ol imia trib • as liing - of Th - first ot 

1 ;,, ! ! 1I) , i oi liv, kings’ L-g-i, b. rdgn A. 1I. >17 (\ I) U*T>, ;r l irty 
>!.• tin criojr to th dwtth of Rawul 1 Jhaehik. "he HoosLni historian (see 
PVri-btM. Vo:. «v, j. :: T, snvs that when Khiznr Khan Syud wm 
VMijt. h* - mi Slackh Yuaoopb as his lieutenant to Mooban who 
f "-'im or th* s irro': i ing princes; amongst whom way line oohra, 
olacf of Sc vo n > hea d ofth< tribe of ban a. who cauie to congratulate him, 
mi i to oiiri* Ii‘s tnrvioi c an 1 a tlnughce' in marriage. Theoff'o e;ar accepted • 
com s';' i; omrnuui atnui was kept up between Sn^vce and Mooltan, till at 
- Si hiM disdo^ed the object of nM this solicitude ; he threw aside 
i fi,. nc k. c 11 find the Shokh, sent him of Dnihi, nd crowned himself king 
r 1 iTooIf. < under the htle of Kootub U-din 

F,.n-»hu calls Rao "ohra and his tribe of Langa, Afirhans jand Abui- 
Irt/.u MyM, the inhabitants of ISoevee wero of tho Aorom > (! •:••) tribtf* wl 1 h 
i« • .v i, :<l y one of tlie inosi numerous ti tin Jit or Cote race., though f ^ y 
ho; .all iie fh»r"r conversion, adopt* d the »Jininetivc term of A 1 ,r - J T 
. i Mk Lang ^ in on pag. Parian, an- 1 in anoiiw* 7 ^“ 
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oi' Afghan of thnf early p rriort, <;■•• rv-m in the Lime of fcao Sr hr 

f 


a Mahomodan. The tit!-? of lit, i.-, .sui'limon’ proof’ that they wore even 


Hindus. Mr. Elphinstono • j: (In i<!o > ** th • d.-eont f the AP' 
from tho Jews; and v. >t n tr< c< (‘the Hebrew is found in the Po.islm 


':ll 

: i* 


ilfh, 


;h it 

roiiAa‘1 


eis non 


language of this tribe, 
skrir. I cannot ref rear 
Afghani from, the Yadt - > • - m 
Y adus are or are not )< ••<, r :>• b> 1> 

To the south ofDeorawul dwelt the LMr: i 
Ledorva, an immense extj. having t reive uatt s. 


h affinity to (lie Zend and San- 
'’•oi motion of the origin of the 

’ * r *h'-sa 

• w i o a eii, 

jpoi 1 > ; th< ir 
!hie fmulv Purohit, 


been oflended, took sanctuary (n’/'r: ) with P ' and HLimul 


v l»3* 
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n to 


dispossess his old m ns firs of ttrii- ?cr« if «^ry. > marrie^f 


Nirp-bhan, the chief of the Lodi as, vvhiq,h being accepted, 


was tv 

D*or 


The 


bead of twe lve hundred oho?- n horse, dopurfa d lor Yjorlorva. 
the city were thrown open rv the bridegroom approached ; bid no foot 
had he enter'd with his suit than sword" were drawn, and ]).-oruj me 
himself master of Lodorvn.* il? married the ehi*fV daughter, lef y trrP 


, *r 
do 


was now 


in Lodorva, and returned to ' Dc.**ra\vul. Deoraj 
thousand horses, and a hundred thousand eanels.f 

At this period, a mciMju.it of Deoiviwiil, n.-mv’d Jbkurn havir; 
Dnaranr;wn. ws imprisoned b\* : , j ;»rin \ Brij-bhan l’u :r, and 


lift,- 


pone t 
.:..rdlcn 


o pay u ransom for h.s liberty. On Id. :vt irn to 
mark of the iron-collar to his Suva reign, who, 
put upon his subject, swore lie won lmtdr.r 
the insult. But he had not calculated the di 
lu order, hoao" -r, to : ode ;n his pi ! y y a D 
constructed, on which be w :s about in u male 
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Maimed— 

Jav Puar thy an 1)/mr hyn. 

()?■ T)fi<(.r th cue Puar 
HI* ir binnn tmh;n\ 

()r p'tff.yu Puar b vjtnu, IVw. 
wdn’eh may be thus transku. d 

Wherever Cher- is a Bu r . /A:r? Uhur: and wlur 
13 t Bear. There is no Hhar w :t) >ut a \P -y ; neither 


>cora\vul, ho shpv 


, indig 

nant nt lh( 

dishonour 

tk W’ie 

r until ho lv 

\d avenged 

stance I 

between him 

and bis km; 

UHt* of y 

i 

•d/tar)) j'v 

his ven 

-..’inf,’ | 

r> l lVnCi -» UUD 

f ln vo w» r - 

reti'h 

to defend 

th» ir irmoh 

vasr'cd 

to destroy 

it. O'. 




//*, 


wohe 


TAVi 


d’ a Dhar 

1) )0C Jr J ) ) \, 

ntr. Doom 


, Ve ;i!C m,i. 

Trauma,, or Puar 
ic*jT. became the 
• U'Hlll. .T< Ull.tVM' 


'+ Under 
: ‘ind vver 
} a]»pro, ed 

ullf ol'kl 
Wln'^hivr , 
r-/»s>Urd ... th 
: it. boa its :■ 


thedr 1 
s cut to 
their 


aders, Tt-jsi and Sarun 
py-ees feo tho number rf 
valour, and pro i.leal I 

V n, b »n 


is tnorfi 


Dhn 

I'uiVl 


tin" pi*. i .*?. 
Bundivi 


d 


chddr% n 


nil; 


47) SVI 

ipira 


w tU.i Lo«ii • I'.• j 
tilC wlwlf M 
till tho fcnmilinp 


u wn 
vill 1.1 \ 


ini wnit} 

di? VII th<» 

I ->„ 

i Of Uir 1 


W ffhnplirelB. )\Tany town? l»hn, 

.novch -ii ’i;i\ thr-'U-di ti • •' • i> 

uhi ! unod a cudpe.' nluto i’. *•*!• »ti 

in tiie orn.nT.'nL'tl Jam r-... (if , 

Bun sy .»bok,. AJi r.he^c n !’c- rtc;, t,h*» y 

'I' \ • ’■ ;T° c\..i;y,'erf.iv? ot’ thn ;ii d r, < 
Ihur, nr D iwu'ftnuiiy."! 


. tilOl»': 
d« n«:T l 

iifclV C 


an 


n 


7ujon:r» tucCsl a r ohof tho . 





ANXAi.S OV JHfcai. IMKrl 


<SL 


fg thus r« leased from hi* oath, he proceeded towards Bhar, reducing 
tho- vho opposed his progress. Brlj-bho.n elefeuded Dhar during five davr, 

•• i;cl fell with eight hundred of his men ; upon which Dcoraj unfurled the 
hag of victory and returned to his late conquest, the city of Loderva. 

Deoraj had two sons, Moond and Cherloo ; tho last, by a wife of the 
B iraha tribe, and fivo sons, whose descendants were styled Cheda Rajpoots, 
.i 'ur.j excavated several largo lakes in‘the territory of Khadal (in which 
}) ^era’.vul is situated'; one at Tun note is called Tunno-sirr another, after 
{•ii.js. If, Dosirr. Having ono day gone to hunt, slightly att-mded, ho was 
attacked by an ambush of tho Chunna Rajpoots, and slain with twenty-six 
nf his attendants, after having reigned fiftyfivo years. His kin and clans 
s□ rv ■ .. ir looks and moustaches/excepting/ 1 ' 

Moond, who succeeded, and performed all tho ceremonies during tho 
twelve days Having inado his ablutions with tin water from sixtv-eight 
rd! rent wells, in which wore immersed the leaves of one hundred and eight 
different shrubs and trees, and female of spotless virtue waved the burning 
frankincense over his head. Before him was placed tho punj-.vnrUy consist¬ 
ing of curds, milk, butter, sugar, and honey *, likewise pearls, gems, the 
my m umbrella, the grass called dhoob } various flowers a looking-gkws, young 
virgin # a chariot, a flag or banner, the vela flower, seven sorts of grain, two 
fish, a hone, a nnlchml: (unknown), a bullock, a shell, a lotus, a Ve.wl of 
wati^, the tail of tho wild a* ( chaonr ), a sword, a female calf, a litter, yellow 
olay, and prepared food. Then, seated on tho Uon’s hide, —(on which were 
piloted the seven dwipas or continents of Hindu cosmography, apparelled in 
-.s of the J( ,y and covered w;th ashes (Ihubdoi), with the vioodra on 
his car^) - -tho white chaonr (ox-lailj was waved over his head, and he v s 
in .'Vg.wr >;r? on the radi of Beoraj, while the Puruhit and chief, r •> ntr*- 1 
their otlVi mg* Tho tceh'-dju, v.m« tq in.-'b ‘ ho a-v* 3 of hu f.u Hex, v. iio 
.uvl onngre^r-c.cd fur defence, eight: hundred of m hom wen. | u to death. 
»>n ■ \ \\ . hid on** son, v.k wa* called V, \c hem \Y*Ii<-n a beat fourteen 

von.rH of ago Lh • coro-nui *.umc from Buliub sen Solanld, Raja of Patnixiyf" 
Ht A'.-rthwah proceeded to Patau, where ha married the Solanki princes, and 
d ed not long after his father 

Packer# succeeded on Saturday the 12th Sravan, o. 10.354 Tho same 
lit ,eg cl installation Were performed ; tho kanferra 'splifcearcd) Jogi was xhej 
fust to put the regal tiluc on his forehead, and 1 his hard upon his back, 
Jwawui Baohora f;ua live «ms, Doosuj, Singh, Rappi *auo, Unkho, And^Mayl* 
i J, »sap all of whom had issue, forming clans. 

A merchant came to I jdorve with a caravan of horses, of which there 
WAS on:, of a race so superior, that ?» lakh of rupees was fixed us his price : 
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reed belonged to a Pathan chief, west of Indue. To obtain it, 
Doosaj and his son Un'kho put themselves at the head of a bind, crosacdUhe 
Indus, slew Gazi Khan, the Puthan chief, and carried off hia stud. 

Sing had a son, Sacha-rao ; his son was Balia, who had two sonjp, 
Rutfcun and Jugga ,• they attacked the Puriha'r prince Juggernath uf Man- 
doro, and carried off five hundred camels: their descendants are styled Smg- 
ruo R-ijpoots. 

Bappi Rao had fcv/o sons, PahoC and Mandun, Pahoo had likewise two, 
Beerum and Toolir, who<e numerous issue were styled tho Pahoo Rajpoots, 
The Pahoo issued from their abode cf Beckumpur, and conquered the land? 
of the Johyas, as far as "Devi-jhal ; and having made Poogul* their capital, 
they dug numerous wells in the thul y which still go by the name >f the Pahoo 
wells. 

Near Khatoh, in the Naoore district of Marv/ar, there dwelt a warrior 
ol the Kherchee tribe, named Jiddra who often plundered even to the gates 
of Poogul, Sla ying many of theJoytung Bhattis. Doosaj prepared a Ac. 7^4 
C caravan/ ) under pretence of making a pilgrimage to iho Ganges, immttoi 
unawares the Kheechee chief’s territory, and slew him, with nine hundred of 
his men. 

Doosaj, with his three brothers, went to the {and of Kher, ,vhe~o dwelt 
Pratap Sing, chief of the Gohilctcs,f whose daughters they espnus -h ‘In 
the land of Khor, the Jadoha aliowored gold, enriching itP Fivthu a-uya 
(dower) with hi daughter, the Gohdote ge ve fifteen I) fic(i~darvic$, or Kdrpii 
fano- hoi ers; Soon after, tho Balochcs made an inroad into the tortitorv r- 
Khada!; a battle epsued, in which five hundred were killed, and the test d<*d 
beyond the river. Bachcra died, and r.m succeeded by 

Dbosaj, in the month of Asar, S. 1100. Haniir,* ptiucv f (he 
made an iueunrion into his territories, which ho plumb rod, l\x>a:?j, h-wing 
unavailing remonstrated, reminding him of ancient ties, be mtw’ hed into 
Dint, and gained a victory. Doosaj had two sons, Joan I n.nd Becjiraj, a ml 
:n old age : third .-on, by a R ina mt princess of the house of ‘Mnwaty 
adeo Lanja Bo'pirae, who when Doo-aj di d, was placed on th thu no b 
nobles and civil oflioejrs of tire state. Pr.* v iou 3 to his elevation, 1 h i L 


the 

cspmi^d a daughter rf Sid-o; Jvy Sing, Solanki. 
inoni--ks, a3 the mother of the bride was m eking 
groom with the tiluk. Or ireauq iral ion murk/, 
riiou beeomi (he portui of the north— he barrier 
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[«;. the princess of Put,tun he had a son’, 
ho v. as ha;.i d Biuyi/a, ;»n ! who, by the death of h;s father when lie 
mi nimd the u-.r r of twenty-five. b?o;un ; hud of Lodorcu The other sons of 
DuOstj were ; • <,hi.: dm» ad/atand in manhood, Jcsul being thirty-iive, and 
a i*i U. ejir j ihin/ two years of age. 

Som •' ’ ddra tie J.-v/ii of Dooe y, Itacdhuwal Puxr, son (or descend 

of r ’ * ' of Oh ir, irirl three d-mgliUra, ( om.* of whom ho betrothed 

vjjm. 1 (Ajip'.l) Solaiik,hon of Sid raj ;t another <o Brojiraj Bhatti, and 
third Yo the H -naof CL otor*?. The Bbaiti prince loft Budorv » for Jhar at 
lb, g *. o,' n hi*. 1.1 horse, am! anivvil at the saiuo time with tho 


idia nnd Sohnki niiiir 


s. On his return to L -dorva, ho er< cted a tcmplo 
h> in;,do a kike. By tb Puar princess he had a 
two son*, Nvtsi ami Kokh. 


a lot s njcm i" i tin- tj mu of Lodorva, when his uncle 
:iin-' on a ; }j it p. ing al ways surrounded by a guard or. 


|,o S g ,bYm' c,om l whir 
•iOii n;uufd Ruhir. who ha 
Mhdjdco had 
, T r* ;ul con si in-1 a 

hundr ■<! »S dauki ILvjpu" , hi:- I'l-m was unassailable. Al, this time, 
Pultun was often chgng, d with the king's troops from Tutha. 
J, i: y lrA ]*;.: -"i ii)i;n of his plan, duUnnin-id to coalesce with the king, and 
\;.i : , ;i pdtfcun fAuhulwarra), by which alone he could hope for 

tit, J jpmu r • of tin: S »1 n»i:i bujy guaid. jesid, with hi* ohic-i kin, escorted 


lii ! piince c 


• - , v, o hum. thorny I:i ."died to the Punjimd, win re ho saw the king of 
.(Jaor, who li id j the king of Tatlm/J and placed his own . 

«o n Pu r. , til ; m n pa hi'd him t > Arore, the ancient capital of Sind. 
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Ihorcgin:. unfolded hia views, and having sworn allegiance to the king, Ik- oi> 
tained q. for- • to dispossess his nephew of his territory. Lodorva war* * encom 
pa.-- <1, and Bhojdco slain in ins defence. In two days the ittiabiturns acre 
to carry off their effects, and on the ihird the troops of Ohor were permitted 
the license of plunder. Lodorva was sacked, and Kureem Khan departed for 
Bokher with the spoils. 

Teaul thus obtained the gadi of Lodorva ; blit it being open k invasion, 
he sought a spot better adapted for defence, and he found one only five com 
( ten miles) from Ladorva. Upon the summit of a rocky ridge, he discovered. 

^ Brahmin, whose solitary hermitage adjoined the fountain of Brimsir. 
Having paid homage, and disclosd the purport of his visit, tho i,■eluse re¬ 
lated the history of the triple-peaked hill, which overlooked Ins hermitage. 
He said, that in T reta % or 4 * silver age/ a celebrated ascetic called Kak, or 
resided at this fountain, after whom the rivulet which issued Lhnncf 
had its name of ,Kaga ; that the Bandit Arjoon, with lleri Oriihna, caino 
ther- 1 t<: attend a great sacrifice, on-which occasion Crishna foretold tlin•. m 
some distant a^o. a descendant o. his should erect a lawn oj» tlm margin oi 
that rivulet, and should raise a castle on Tricuto .the triple-peaked mount. 

Wbile, 4 Crispin! thus prophesied, it was observed to him by Arjoon that thu 
wat-r was bad, when Crishna smote the rock with hb chakra (dKcun), where- 
,up -11 a s'./cft spring ubbleti up, and on its margin were inscribed ue po.c- 
/’■^ti ■ stapias which the hermit Eesul now pointed out to the Bhatti prince, 
wf*o read as’follows ; 

1 . 

a Oh prince of Jidoo-vansa I curne into this land, and on this n ol. tainb 
top erect a triangular castle. 

2 . 

Lodorva is destroyed, but only five coss therefrom is Jesanoh, i\ sit ; < _ 
twieo its strength. 

3. 

Brinco, whoso name ja Jesul, who will be of Yudu race, il u<l. r 
Lodurpura \ Imre erect, thy dwelling.’’ 

The hermit Easul alone knew tho existence of the fountain oi who.su 
margin he :) 1 in» were mgraved. All that he stipulated for himself way, 

-h a he fi Ids to tho westward o»' iho *.u;.!c should retain his nauiu, the 
h Ids of Ersul ITa.foretold that the intended oastlo should twice nd * 
nil times be sacked ; that rivers of blood Would -low, and that t\u a i in <• all 1 
would he lust to his descendants. 

On Hubwa \ bln* day of th-. sun/ ,a favounn Ly in nmmn .e.ag iui; 
grand undertaking with all these tribes;, the 12tli oi Sarvm. tho e-- ho- . d 
half of the moon, S. 1212 (A. D.iifi'6), tho foundation of JWulmee • jh laid 
and soon the inhabitants, with all th..-: was valuable, abandons A i. d u'va,f 

It’tlioro-\vtfi\-no b<-'. • ov ^ppoH for t bu l uuJsnmO'l do-‘.eon* nl 1 h • 0 alu toUmloi of 

* a-ulimv from tii.) Ywi-ut- ol bho Ufa rat, Onu 0 *!•■» prophecy* wo ohould bi.r«mtinnad u. ..m 
mi. 1 ;', i cion t-L’. 5 , they avo ft 1 my r »i the Xm and t.- ,t> tin Biuhfiiiad to > • -'dvani.' ,-m > f ♦ - 

Nominal v«honib]*tiioc u> imr'rpovaOj v cm j»» rhea C '>■ ■ •' ttciriOn, of thirty -nix »o)ud ' . 

i* Loil >- v:i Hrjt»in- in ruiiu; u jotlrn y Miii'.W w»* Ut nl. n| .-mUjoct-m..it r j.jr r>u 
(-nilI»:it«*> , <f,od unable him to throw lij»iK npiiii the .orfjjjn ! thu iTtviti tribe, ! 'UJruvod 
'•o idao/lt n- .ic !iulp; it is son nuke K. YY. oi' i he prwju cvpdid. 
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oean to orcofc new habitations. Jesul had two sons 
tfdbahan. He chose his chief ministers and advisers from the children ot 
S'.'dil, of the Pal.oo tribe, who became toe powerful Their old enemies the 
(henna Rajpoots, again invaded the lands of Khadal; but they sunered for 
the;,- audicity. JeStll survived this event five years, when he died, and was 
accorded by his youngest soil, Salbaban the II. 



JHAPTER IM. 


'rriUmimrj observations.—The early history of the Bhattis. not devoid of- 
interest .— T rates of their ancient manners and religion. — $h« chronica- 
resumed.—Jesnl survives the change of capital twelve veprs.—The heii 
Knihtu banishtd.-Salbahan, his younger brother y succeeds .— EceneditiGn, 
against the Cuttior OatJu.- Their supposed origin.—Application from the 
Yadv, prince of Badrinath for a prince to fill the vacant gadi .—Durin ? 
Salhahan’s absence, his son Bcejil usurps the gadi .—Salbahau retired t '■ 
i.iadcUj and fall; in battle nyainrf the Baloohes .— Bcdjil commits suicide, 
iailmi recalled and pluceu on the gadi. — II?,< issue from elanr ,— 
v u. am Khan fiidoch again invad e hlutdaL — Kaihr.i attacks him, and 
avey*s hi* father's death.—Qeotth of Kailun,-Succeed c l by CfachikUco, 
Ti r> the Clumna Rajjsooisr—Defeats the Sodas of Amerkote.- ' 

,ie Rf 'U' res tal ly arrival in the desert l ecomr troublesome. — Important 
"yanchrtniutns. Death of C/iac/u/.—He is succeeded by his grandson 
surrun, lo tin prejudice of th elder- Jaetsi t who harts Jcssnlmer ,—• 
rluV At A? B ? r,ta K“jP°ot.-Kurrun ^.-Succeeded hr 

flZ^r7 U ?\ S " n rf ch fif aot6r --Replaced by his son Poonpal, v Vo 
't d/hot- ( l p an fl''7 J tf ff'Mdson, Raning-deo . establishes himself 
Itl d „BocgO -On the deposal of PoLpat, Jaetsi u ryatlal 

and p aced on the fell.— He afiords a refuge to the Punh-ir m -nco fi 
mundore, when attacked by Ma-o-din.-The sons of Jaelti cany of th,, 
imperial tribute of Talhn and Uooltan.—Thc kinjr determines to invade 
Jmulmer.—Jaetsi and his sons prepare for the storm. — Je^sulmer 
7 ? it* assault repulsed.—The Bhattis keep an army in the field - 
' »?!*’ dle *-~T'f sdye. continue^.—Singular friendship Urt-.,m 

,i\\P “. ' >l j an, J 0) } e0 Jdhebeeicginj general,.*-—Mootrai succeeds.--Cemt 
i oZt'~iT l de ^-^rism mincedh> great extremity.- •('. ,,, 

SIw7?^T L ‘ v er -'°r ,ah ° «^a._cw cmiim <■ -■ th 

raffTt t ?™ 11/ R ;i UUn ouU.-lumul Moo/. 

7 rJ aia But tun ana. their c/mi k fidt \ n *ti \ • t n \ 
dismantled -end abandoned. J battlee m U-nor token : 


(!i 


Haviso th.w epitomized tha Bhatti a muds, from the* okduIsI ■. 

Srtt AiWjV 114 establishment ..f Tun, mt, j,. t hi Tn.li.ir 
assort, Ut A. 1). .31, r,n ^ho foundation oi thn e:w:tiog oapi.'.a! Jo*, •timer, ui 


t; tl«6, shall mnfiniie the slur, h to tho presort t.av, near!-/ (h 
language A the chronic!,^ adding <xplen;u"ry noli.-* as we proceed. 

ao interval between the creckon of the oastle o> Tun note and cl* 
present time is exactly eleven hnnuvd jnrrs ; .luring which the hkorie d 
••'frative, whatever maybe its valued.? at least eoivtinuoqh, andthe e-enti 
?coordare corrob.•rated, oven in the darkest period, by numerous vn ’hvo- 
3 ! »ms iu the annals of the Other ski./:-, and ' iov.ad yno^fcioally, it, 7>re.v*,.! i 
f alter of deep, interest to the j’./lprer of ludi o history. Tbeporio lv 1 
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mirml rind twenty-five y.-u*, embraced in.tie proceeding chapter, 
idents. It is a record of a people who one: r lccn ,d (hoir con> - 
j uffice f-)jd (heir fxmr. imperishable. And even were it less diversified In 
aueddofces descriptive of manners, i& ' would vftiJJ pos o interoai t 

fi nmplc relation of the gradual peopling of a at. portion of the Indian 
dcs< if. \Ve see tribes and cities disappearing; new races and new cariifca!? 
taking their place; and although not a syllu ? • is v. 

.v u ton ri•!i.r on. w ,.* can see, incidentally, the nnalogy of thesj Indo-Scyi hie 
trib'-K fivir. Zabuli- tli in aw! Salbahann, with ihe Hindu, cunfiming what 
V - ,ii «. vthat tlr* vVas, Y'Uana?, Pehlavis, arid the Khava* * of Contra! 
v, i ' all Lhlv Airis or Raj pool • We now proceed with the chronicle, 
Jetnil, t 1 1 c. fh md'-r r f Jessulmer, survived ihe change of capital on y 
tw 1 ve years. Jli- elder son, K: ilun, having given displeasure to the Pahoo 
join^-.u-r, was ex pelt J, and his younger brother placed upon the ; jad> % 

•Srvlb.ihan, a name of oelohrity in ihe annals, renewed in the son of 
.Jewii, suo“.vd<*d in S. 1.2:H (A.L‘.His firs: expedition was against the 
Oitt.i or Cithi tribe, who, under th ir leader, Jugbhan, dwelt between 
the city ofJhalor. and tlio Aravalli.v The Cat hi Ruo who was killed, and 
As l, ,* r and camels wer carried to Jor.sulmer. 'Jim fame of this exploit 
fan 1 ted the reputation of Salt than. He had three son,, Heejir, Banar, and 

1 t 10, 

lu lie mountains of Bhadriuath, there wa~ a state, whor.e princes w rc 
,r i Ia I) i loon (Yadu) nice, descended from ihe first Salbahan at the period 
.1 iIn* rxpulsio; from Gujui.’: At this time,'the prince of this state dying 
'viiruut C \ a d pufation came to Jcsaulm* r to obtain a ’prim.o to fill the 
vacant, y tdi. Ilasso w.is accordingly sent, but died just ns ho arrived. Mis 
ho was pregnant, was taken with tho pains of labour on the journey. 
Hid ; d« livered of i sop under tho shade of pain, tree, whence the chilyd 
This infant sue ;ue<itng, the raj (principality was nunud ;< w him 

l'ln. t:o/> * 


• it.. ,« in j-.ico »tf t 'i now M:: bomcdaii. j l < died kj* <-*aoK. Klphinsh. m • n- 

a , i i tu>. ; !\ i. f, IC.hu juv i - tho region «»f 'h i KIiu.'m*,' th*. ' ft ; ,‘t. f»t* Ptolemy 

i V.'r can sen rue ly 'cfu^o otr. nwn 1 oth belief, that th .-hat,hi. orCntti trihu, here nun 
1 i «i,.’U, if the })iprt;i uf too nation which . * manfully opposed Alexander, it wa« then 
| I abort iinnicm, At tide period ocu>pied by tho Langas. The < jinny .-utucked by tho 

hii itii i • rr th* At -valli, i t .11 probability r prei.hu ny bind from the region Ihey po >[ 1 <•»• 
&ud tf»i\ a fucir n.it.v to, (Jur i ia\ a > \ in tho Satira«htm pcni.i ula 

| Mr. liilpliin to. f ennim*iu' , fi.«? J.idoon a« ; >ubdivi.-i r 'ii of thfl KuaOftfycS, rneo r tho 
gi'uiit AI : .tin t-nlvjM. wluMterc origimAlv 1 * .ir n?) .a Cttbnl nnd (i •:*ni. 1 cuild not ru^i- 
i ;im jjroli 'hilifcy <• if.- tmm bi *,.o, applied to a rtulidiviKhui <>f the Afghan ra e' 

I ‘ ■ ■ 

A ;hafl# fium fij.ul king of the dftwh (Kc7i»*ths). 'I'li-' end toms of t!m Afghans wr»uM iporl* 
i thin hynothosiv: ‘ f l'lu' Af.*J»aiiB (says r, -o Kn.pt ror Baber. ]iagn 15D). when rednival t > 
6ic,(ire ftiri* s it: wgr • otnn ini • the presents' of ih.-ir i. my ith ; i a ^ between llvii ioeMi. 
Uftllig um muoji •i 1 |>f> : : ay ( ‘I m n.. '* r fhh «’u mi if? eat.it: h Kaip'ol and wty ’* cnrri ' 

’ h» vnpt io». * rc ,u V|.\ , ' • 1 ’J j • v ha \ c !* -im. ».* ;< inlii: *j. n f, -1 ,.<> 1 

Jjp Wlph i *>m • i ■' i av ii»t,» r p '. m'ta>ui"-. fe'U al«o, they rn •• nr')h tho Non hern 

# >. te h**vo g*ni-rally uquiliitL nu.> s. “ f, s Mr. Plf>. r, xpr <*i it !n -.-I - 

iiofipinp, e(*),,, jonn: •.-(hrmjb) 11,.-. -b H'-rt. “.f.-wi-b icaturi^ t.h ugb ti id luir.-ht j..*mpt r,uo 
adopt M»o , ot* io> deduction, and m. tbi*t Uiedo KoIhv "t‘ (iujni ^v-ro with 

11.< „p .^Vahu : ' ririn . f* »m the h* tHhor of 1 sr tu >1 

i »S'*'t i>f Kbihuml-.mf,'.. map forthr j.. .ition oi tho Jiulooct bn ,T ch of the IAonfaycs ivi* 
• foot t.. j BuWi\lih , rib 
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Deorawul is the capital, where ho was slain, with three hundred of his fol¬ 
lowers, in repelling an irruption of the Baiooher. Beejil vlid not long onjnv 
the dignity : having in a fit < f passion struck the dhabhac , the blow was re ¬ 
turned, upon whisn, stung with shame and resentment, he stabbed himr.V.f 
with his dagger. 

Kailun, the eluor brother of Salbahan, who was expelled by the Paling 
was now (A.D. 1200) recalled, and installed at the age of fifty. He had six 
sons, h hachik Deo, Pa.han, Jeyohand, Peetumsi, Pefcumchund, ana Ksrr<>, 
The second and third had numerous issue, who are styled Jasoir and gec-ha >■ 
Rajpoots. 

lvh iz z ur Khan Balooh, whh jive thousand men, at this time agrdn cr-vsed 
the Mehran (Indus), and invadca ho land of Khadal, which was the * cond 
irruption since ho slew Salbahan. Iv dun marched against him at th > h-fi 
c 33VCn thousand Rajpoots, and, after u. *vcre engagement, slew the J.iiloeb 
joader and fifteen hundred of >iis men. isan-r^ railed ; meteon yenr ; 

Chaohiok T>oo succeeded, in S. 1275 (A.D. 1210;. N>on aite r his • 
ion, he carried on war against the Chunna Rajpoots (now extinct), of whom 
h ^ slew two thousand, capturing fourteen thousand cows, and coi ip . lliir: the 
tribe to tike refuge with the Johyar,. Soon after, the Rawul h. VM \ uw 

lan .1.3 of Ran a Urmsi, prince of the S< das, who, though taken b\ ^urprio', 
assembled four thousand horses: but was defeated, and forced ic fiy f / s fi, ii r / 
to the walls oi his capital, Amerkote. The Puar was glad to obtain .' * 
absence of his foe by the offer of his daughter in marriage* 

Tiie Rahtores, recently established in the land of Kher, had [•romne 
froubks<Knc neighbours; Chachi-.k biaii .d the aid of th Soda trot n> 
' hast he them, and he proceeded ic Jessolo aiid Bhablra, wheiv they w. v* 

* l*t il'ia i.iuplo passage wo lmv - vovinled the tribe {j^o) t race bn./#), c/ipttnl iJ 
lu* 0 | :r naroe, of fue princ * of i w i. The 6W*». tribe, ag Ivforo luted, i* ;\ti impurft nt 1" mum 
Uo Uranift'u (ruai) race, ai d with the o nr<u end jrnve dyimst.icK the vufi 

< f simlo lrojii the r.ygfc remeto period. The 1 have already ob jr\ed. wvro j i ,,1mi I v 

thr Sofifdi of Alexander, oooupying Upper Sindo v huu tho Mnendontim dcoundivi Wim. 

tu. Die Scm/ura dynasty i.« tnonti./.-ed by Fcrirdifca f 1 im r. , \ m nuili*. » 

Makomedan historians knew nothing, mid civrod noth ing, about. Rtijp .-mi tribe 
such documents th .v.'.non d i hront/hont tho finals*! U . ,n fiu ; dm » f 
rom the ancient Hindu epic \ m um, tl,:.' I li. vj cm utiat * I Hh “Sketches *.i*t!.*# Rafpont 
Tribe a," introductory to the first t fiuino, which, however nb V lb-y v, i ur. 
ieaearoh than tho rent of the book. I write this note i.Uiolly for bo in'>rnmti : .a' I fi • 
patriarch of oriouta l 1 e on the Coiir ?i: tnt, tho learned and intrunu c; ! • * S»i« %. J.! tKi , 
Mc.iifcor aak, “Where aro uo\s tho Sonus; J i reply tho cx-priucc ot .A-mvibot • with %7i<>s«v« 
..iiceatorH Hcmayouo took rol'-. ; ;$e,--iii wh< o capital h* tho dr* >- the ' ^ \ .b. • \ , l¥4 

boi’ii — and who c *uH on tho iJjmr ,t tho jromenfc • . tx.wo hmr t iif'U.-ar.d b t - invnidi-v 
iiag u.uly one single town, that of •. Jcfi to h“o. 'ho R:*litoic-\ nt.o. -r> c-j t im <7 6f 

’«i liana and Rawul Chaohik. v. ro hr i.aown in M. 1 * dicir Tnr . vu . •, 

o batUcuinnut of iho ‘‘imitu^rral lo , ;»//(•• Vj b aud the Amoote ot Hind- i» t» v• • 
poiafcf.d th greater part cl iJi;at with their 'date o viu cad. 
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giving Mfli 


tsbe.l; b it ChidoD and his son Theedo averted his wrath by giving 

“ ° a itiS Chaehick ruled thirty-two year.’. Her hid only omtoii, TejIUo, 
who ,.ioJ at the age of forty-two, from the small poi, leaving u\> o son ,. ■^ -°,i 
nd Kurrmi. To the youngest the R*wul was much attached , an( * 
eon.’one.l the ohiefe round his death-bed, he_ entreated they would recede 

t. > hi-- last wish, that his youngest grandson might be his suoce^or. 

liar run having succeeded, his cider brother, Jaetsr, abandoned his 
8( ,»ln- and t ,-*'service with the Mihomedms in Gnzerat. About 
,nir time, M anlier Khan, who occupied Nagore with five thouemd horse, 
committed <-re.it outrages There was a Bhomii of iho Birahtf tr.be, 
named Bh-.gt .ti-d*s, who resided fifteen cos? from Nagore and was 
aastcr •:>•■' one thousand five hundred horse. H? had an on y dang ter, 
who was demanded by the Khan, and being unw llng to comply, and 
nnib'e td resist, he res lived to abandon tile country ior his purpose be 

u. oMiv. l carriagis, in which he placed his fimilyind chatty and at night 
pro'O'-lcd towards dossulmer; but the Khm, gaining intelligence oi his 
o ,ciooi; intercepted the co ivoy. A battle ..sued ia whioa four hundred 

of Mi.- B irshis were killed, and Ins dwjaw «d other females were earned 


.«» .< liitr '•« to ftawul Kurrun, 5J* immediately put himself at the head of 
Ibi-.;,atuoked the wh ? m , he ***> w ‘^ throe thousand of 

hi 3 people, ii: m ix iiKinoted the Bhomia m hrs possesions, 
twcniv-eidit Years, and was sue reeded by his son, 

Lnkhun Sen, in ,c>n ~ / K ^ TT - 


Kurrua ruled 


*«i a-. 1327 (A. D. 1271). Ho was so grest a simpleton, 
ihr, • wl :r; tho jackals howled at night, baing toid that it was from being 
raid, he ordered quilted drones iJujla?) t be prepared for them. As the 
howIi’Og s T il continued, Although ho was .'•-‘ tired his ordara had been ful¬ 
fil ;•{ -i • o >Djiivu:d.~-tl ho -03 to ba built for t.ho animals in the royal preserve^ 

, u 7 i .), >cn,ny of win zb j t reiii bn. Lakhun was the contemporary ot 
, arhi.i-o iV.'n:g;UTt, w?rj3o life was saved by hi.*: (Lukhan’s) wife’s know- 
)f •> non.-:" Lal-hun was rub 1 by thii Rani, who was ol the Soda 
yji-'io ;S i*: in\r>d her brethren from Am^rkotc ; but the madman, lior hus- 
bvi'l, pni. j.hrn to d ;th, and threw their bodies over the walls. He was 
yLowed co rule four yerars, arid was then replaced by his son. 

Po onpd. This prince was ot a temper so violent that the nobles de* 
(.-ironed him, and reea led the exiled Jaofcsi from Guz-rat. Poonpai had a 
residence assigned him in a remote quarter of the state. He had a son, 
J/i l urnsi, who h id a on called Rao Raningdeo, who by a ..-tratagem pointed 
out by a Khurlf Rajpoot, took flfarote from the Johyas, and Poogal from the 
Thori^s, thieves by profession, v. hos • chief, styled Rao, be ma lc captive ; and 
.vi )V.>r , h* 1 s»tbied f nity. Rio ining hi i son called Sadool, who 
tumrely batlud in tin sea of pleasure, and struggled in that, of action i 


ir 
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iek retreat the father and son conveyed the spoils seized from all arouno 
them. 

Jaetai obtained the gculi in S. 13$2 (A. D. 127G) He had two h>u*, 
Moolraj and Ruttunsi. .Dcorftj, the sou of Moolraj e?|uu£jd the daughter of 
the Soniguria chief of Jhalore. Mahomed [Khoonij Padsha invaded the 
dominions of Rana Roopsi, the Purihar prince of Mundore,* who, when 
defeated, fie I with his twelve daughters, and found refuge with the Rawul, 
who gave him Baroo as a residence* 

Deoraj, by his Sonigurra wife, had three sons, Janghan, Sirwun, and 
Hamir. This Hamir was a mighty warrior, who attacked Rompoh l^en of 
Mohwo, and plundered his lands. He had issued three sons, Jaito, Loonkurn, 
and Mairoo. As this period, Ghori Alla-oo-din commenced the war against 
the castles of India. The tribute of Taiha and Mooltau, consisting of i‘flee:. 
hundred horses and fifteen hundred mules ladeu with treasure and valuable 
was at Bekher in progress to the king at Delhi. The sous of Jueui deter¬ 
mined to lay ah ambush and capture the tribute. Disguised -v* gr n-m«r- 
chants, with seven thousand horse and twelve hundred camels, they rx-t- 
out on their expedition, and on the banks of the Punjund found the convey, 
escorted by four hundred Mogul and tho like number of Patlr.m hors*.. 
The Bhattis encamped near the convoy ; and in the night they ro3e up.»n 
ami slow the escort, carrying the treasure to Jessuliner Tho sur\ iv ns 
carried the news to the king, who prepared to punish this insulG. "When 
tidings reached Rawul Jaefcsi that tho king was encamped on the Ana*'/ ter 
at Ajmere, he prepared Jessulmer for defence. He laid in immense stores 
of grain, and deposited all round tho ramparts of the fort largo round 
stones to hurl on the besiegers. All tho aged, tho infirm,, ami L s female 
grand-children, were removed into the interior of the dr - rr, while \.lu> 
country around the capital for many miles was laid waste, anu tho tow m, 
made desolate. The Rawul, with hks two elder sons and five thousand 
warriors, remained inside for the defence of the castle, while Dcorej :ui.i 
Hamir formed an army to act against tiro enemy from without. The sultan 
in person remained e.o Ajmere, and sent forward an immense force «>f 
Khorasanis and Koreishes, cased in steel armour, l< who rolled e hke tho 
clouds in Bliadoom ’ The fifty six bastions were manned, and tluv. 
thousand seven hundred heroes distriuuted amongst thorn for their def uuo, 
while two thousand remained in reserve to succour the points attacked, 
i hnmg the first week that the besiegers forumd their entr nchluents, r-ovcu 
thousand Moosulrnans were ala. n>and Meer Mohabet and Alii Kh;ui u. 
inaiued on tho field of battle. For two years the nvuchrs were ooidhmd h, 
their camp by Deoraj and Humir. who kept the field, after cmtln- < T 
heir supplies, which came from Mundote, while the garrison wr. ni md- 
antly furnished f um KUadal, Birmair, and Dim. Ihght ye,*\.f had lie 
tsioge lasted, when Rawul Jaetsi died, and his body wasomm. inaib- th: 
fort. 


* Tho iitiu. tribe, an 1 oapi:«' ox thig race., shew Umt tho l;.- au a v>avn uUixm f.Hy 
1 -unoctinl with the neighbour inn wtacos. 

t Tine van rnoiui uuthii’g more fltuu drsultnr/ attacks w» r«* < oh 

*ho IJlrntti ctinjtal. It certain. clunk AJla r-wer cn;ricil hid urnig iu pernou . ,‘*i U 
fiat.-. 
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urine '-his lengthened siege, Ruttuhsi had formed a friendship with 
no Nw h Maboob khan* and they had daily friendly meetings under a 
W/Va-tree, between the advanced posts, each attendad by a fow followers. 
They played at chess together, and interchanged expressions of mutual 
But when duty called them to oppose each other in arms, the 
>Ie world was enamoured with their heroic courtesy. Jaetsi hud ruled 
•‘j.'htcen years when ho died. 

Mnolraj IIL, in S, 1350 ( A. D. 1204), ascended the gadi surrounded 
by foes. On this occasion, the customary rejoicings pm installation took 
ijlacr? # at the moment when the two friends, Ruttunsi and Maboob Khan, 
had met, as usual, under the khaijra tree. The cause of rejoicing being 
• ’ i:tin d to the Nawab, ho observed that tho Soolfcan had heard of, 
njd was oibuded with, these meetings, to which ho attributed the protracted 
ik-i'w.ioo of ihc castle, and acquainted liuttunsi that next day a general 
•i^sanlt was cotrim *u]i-d, which he should lead in person. The attack tool: 
p! wo j it wa. fierce, but tho defence w r as obstinate, and the assailants wore 
boa ton back with tho loss of nine thousand men. But the foe obtained 
»rccmcnts, end towards the conclusion of tho year, tho garrison was 
Paced (o the greatest privations, and the blockade being perfect, Mool*ij 
acs-mbed hie kinsmen and thus addressed them: “For so many years we 
ha-i.> Jcibuded our dwellings , but our supplies ate expended, and there is 
n,j pu.„ .;c fur more. What is to be done?*’ The chief*, Sehir and 
tl-iunsi, r .plicd, “ r dca must take place; we must sacrifice ourselves:’' 
a. ch it, j:: nr* day the royal army, unwaro of the distress of the besieged, 
iOtreated 


The friend of Kuttunsi had a younger brother, v h 0 , on the retreat 
of r 1 .' reyal forc-s, wos carried inside the fort, when, sceimr the rend state 
of thing.', he escape'1 and conveyed intelligenc of it, upon which the sic tie 
rc ,,mv. (1. \foo!raj ivpi-oaohcd his bv -Lhcr as the of this evil, and 

,.: ril Vl it l be dour ? . M which Kuttunsi replied, “ there is but 
on t iii ■ .,i ; i~> immolate the females, to destroy by fire and water 

wh.iti.visr •: fl- su .iciibhs :.nd to burry what knot; then open wide the 

• • ;t and swor i m haml rush upon the foe, and thus attain swerga.” The 
rthinfs v . re nssomblou : all were '.man: nous to make Jesavuggcr resplendent 
by fhnr drou-, rad pres, rsc tho honour of the Jadoo race. Moolraj thus 
r\[ in * ix you are of a warlike race, and strong are your arms in the 

e .us” oi our prince : what heroe3 excei you, who thus tread in the Ohefcrie's 
wth y in bit» ’o, nor oven the elephant could stand before you. For the 
maintenance of n •' honour tho sword k in your hands; let Jessuliner bo 
i!Iuu»-u« d bv it Mows upon the foe r Having thus impirul the chiefs and 

W lolraj and Itiittnn repaired to the palace of thru queens. T.Vy tod 

thou to taka tho y/.* and prepare t<> meet in heaven, while they gave up 

lin'd* !i. cs n. defeat. of their honour and their faith Smling, he tv da 

attain, mold \ “this night w. sJiftll prepare, and by the morning's light w* 
u h* inhabitants of .'we<ga' (heaven » , and thus it was with th chi* r T and 

1 nigh .vc. p ss€ jet her for tl • 3 }**. pro para- ^ 

tion n,r tl.- awful morn. J1 came . ablutions and prayers were finished, an . 


•■■I . vnio ; . 4 •. . / • .i ; i u ••*.» hiM* I” \l deft 1 *'- v . ;,, '^ v : * ' him 
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■^2686 tty/dwtfrir Were oonvened bala, prudv, and bridu.f They b\d u 
Inst farewell to all their kin ; th ojohur commenced, and twenty-four thousand 
females, from infancy to old age, surrendered their lives, some by th sword, 
others in the volcano of fire. Blood flowed in torrents, while the snrnke of 
the pyre ascended to the heavens : not one feared to die, every valuable was 
consumed with them, not the worth of a straw was preserved for the foe 
This work done, the brothers looked upon the spectacle with horror. Life 
was now a burthen, and they prepared to quit it. They purified cho v m j c!\v •; 
with water, paid adoration to the divinity, made gifts to the poor, placet' a 
branch of the toolsil in their casques, the ealigramX round their neck ; 
ami having cased themselves in armour and put on the saffron robe, they 
bound the mor§ (crown) around their heads, and embraced each other for 
the last tim \ Thus they awaited the hour of battle. Three thousand emit 


hundred warriors; with faces red with wrath, prepared to die with choir 
chiefs. 


Ruttunsi had two sons, named Garsi and Kanur, the eldest only two 1 ,o 
Jodi's ot age. He wished to save them from the impending havoc, and applied 
to jus courteous foeman. The Mooslem chief sworn he would protect them, 
and sent two confidential servants to receive the trust; to whom, bidding 
them a last farewell, their father consigned them. When they reached rku 
royal camp they were kindly welcomed by the Nawab, who, putting hi.' hand 
gp'-’i Llieir heads, soothed them, and appuinted two Brahmins to guard, feed 
aud instruct them. ^ 





CHAPTER IV. 




The JRahtores of Me/two settle amidst ike mind of Jcstulmev.—'Driven out bff 
the B hatti chieftain Hoodoo , who >s elected R aicul % He carries ojj ih 
stud *'r Feeroz Shah.—Second term and saka of Juenlmer.-Voodoo 
slain.—Moqhxd h.asion of India.—The B hatti princes obtain, then' 
liberty.—Rawul Gursi , re-establishes J csulmer . — Kehur, sou oj D coraj, 
—"Disclosure of his destiny by a prodigy.—Is adopted by the wife 
of liaiord Qursi f who is assassinated by the tribe oj Jesur.^-Iiehur 
2 roclaimed—JjcemlaCc becomes sati .—The succession entailed on the sens 
of Eanu‘\—Matrimonial overturn to Jatia from Mewar .— Engagement 
bvo'&cn off.—The brothers slain.—Penitential act of Ron* Iianingc — Op- 
titr’nq of Kehur.—Some the elder departs with, his busaie and settles at 
Giraxio- ^onsof Rao Jimmy become Moosh ms to avenge t'eir father’s 
death!--Consequent forfeiture of their 'mhent*nce.-Th*j, rmr. with the 
Abhor hi B halth.-Kailua, the third son of Kehur, settles m the forfeited 
l -Drives tlw Vahyasfrom Khadal—Kailun erects the fortress of 
Krrroh on the Behuh or Gara.—Assailed by the Johyas and Lanya* 
t/,) / ;.' Ameer Khan Korai, who is defeated.-Subdues the Chahls and 
Moi'-its.—Extends hi; authority to the Punjun4-—I(m hadun marries 
into the Saeima famihj.—kccount of the Sammo race.-lie seizes on the 
s:, d •minions— M.atwf the river Indus Ins boundary, -Kailua <t,.. 

a Chachik. _ Mak ■ hi, heo 

°nCthe chief of Mohan against Chaehik, who incudes that t'ff'ff-w 
IdVlrrns with a rich booty to Mac,to,-A second victory, -L,a ,. a 
gaccCn in the Punjab.—Defeats Afaipal, chief of the 

\vdni-Kut\—h* supposed position.-Anecdote.- bcud mui r>a. y 
mrr.-lP consequences.—.Alliance with Hybul k ham-Jiao C^ 
rad.IS I’Munija.-The KMttf! or Ghikers described—The Lanya* 
om Vhooniapur.—Rao Chachik falls «fek, 
r , the prince of MooUau.-Reaches Mooniapur .-$»*•.WW 
le combat-Worship of the sword.-Chachik is fm with M Ins bag. 
ZZnbho, hither J insane, ,^jcs his fathers feud-Kml reestabluhr 
* "dwomapnr -Repair* to Kerare,- UsMe.’ty the harm, uio K, 
fchry-Jdfats them.--Chronicle of Jessulmer B. ~ 

««* Rao Bird on !:•* return from Ins expedite h* 

, vm t of Mu, M by Baber--Probable of the *Mtu$ 

%%;. L~&aww.. J U Jail, J roomier*, Bhcem, M uuohur-Jas. and - 

Iml. 3% generations. _ t . . the Bhatti un.nls. 
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from the castle, and captured the supplier Doodoo, for this 
elected Rawiil, and commenced I he repairs of Jessuhncr. l\o 
Tilukei, his brother, was renowned for his exploits. He rles- 


them 
exploit, was 
had five sons. 

polled the Balcch. the Manguleo, the 51 eh wo, and the Deoras and Sonigurraa 
of Aboo and Jhaloro felt his power. He even extended his raids to Ajmere, 
and carried off to the stud of Feeroz Shah from the Anasagur (lake), where 
they were accustomed to be watered. This indignity provoked another 
attack upon Jessulmer, attended with the same disastrous results. Again 
the sake* was performed, in whrch sixteen thousand females* were dcstrov- 
? d ; and Hoodoo, with Tiluksi and seventeen hundred of the clan, fell m 
battle, after he had occupied the gadi ton years. 

On the death of Rawul Hoodoo, in S. 1362 (A. D. 1306), the young 
princes, Gursi and Kanur, by the death of their patron Maboob,, vere Fit , o 
the protection of his sons, Zoolficar and Gazi K! Kanur went privately 
to Josjuimcr, and Gursi obtained leave to proceed westward to the Mehwo 
j'facfc, where ho married Bimaladevi, a widow, sister to the Rabtor \ who had 
been bdrothedf to the Heora. While engaged in these nuptials, ho v u 
Msited by his relation Soningdio, a man of gigantic strength, who agreed to 
nr company him on his return to Delhi. The king made trial ot his fr re by 
3 lvln g him to string an iron bow sent by the king of IChorasan, which ihe 
not 0n b r bent but broke. The invasion of Delhi by Timoor 
having occurred at this time, the services of Guti were so conspicuous 
iaat he obtained a grant of his hereditary dominions, with premission io it 
cstaPii^a j. dsufmer. \\ith his own kindred, and the aid of ihe vassals of hi* 
nenri Jugmal of Mehwo, he soon restored oidc:, and had an efficient fom* ,t 
ominativ.. Hanur and his clansmen gave their aliegiencc to Gursi, buf r.i : 
sons of Jeair were headstrong. 

Heoraj who married the daughter of Roopra, Rana of Munder, had a 
son named Kehur, who, when Jessulmer was about to bo invested b\ tlu 
troops of the Sooltan, was conveyed to Mundore with his mother. When 
only twelve years of age, he used to accompany ihe cowherds of the old Rana 
'I’w, and hi:; favourite amusement was penning up the calves with twigs of 
a k, ,? na , itat ° pipketting of horses.. One day, tired of thL occupation j 
:•> 1!U J b. a.ecp upon the hole of a serpent, and the reptile issn in ^ 
r \ r ° i , li k andepiead its food over him an he sir, '. A ('Aarun (b >;ti, 
} £ ig ls! P a ®® ln g thafc ' va J r , reported the ; v,t and ns import inmicJnt*- 
0 Kana. who, proceeding to the spot-, found it 
wnom fate had the ' ‘ 


* us pointed out for sovereignty* G 


ursi. 


wa< liis own gmmlami 
spring 


* . Hajpoots. by their exterminating: takas, facilitated 1 i t > v 
J ' J ev-y t taf.e wo reui oi‘ those horror, 


ofthoMnl *n». I.uii 

from it ftooond mr tui;. r . tli ufTjiiwced 


t Tho morn act of being betrothed ffiaqtmlific 
,f c mut u. mud (widow), though a kom^H (maid), 

% v 4 * Kveo fche^e dneohronisuiy are proofs of tho fidelity of these Annuli it nativd, 

8 Cril';-.: f a«v:iie but of ono j»ri*at Moghul invasion, consider tbo invadoi to ’‘'imo-r 
; 1,: were namorous Moghul invasions durdig t ie reign of A U-oo-din. ju ..II ' 

'•pA. fo r w hi i.iio mwicos of tho BhaUi him tho n f.t,< ration of his dondn on*, 

‘ 'hat oi* Eibak K’ n, go?*ova> .rthe king ofT» who invaded India m A. 11 . VOa 

K 1005 ), and so signally default, t .iut only fhreo tliwaml ont, of fiftvr-vrv 
p”--and iiCu-so escaped the sword, and those were made pri.-ue"« and trod to cioath hy 
F 0 ph..nt 5 , Vasa oii 1 trs of ckulls vtde erected to the victors,-.gee Brl, or 
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-w-^Aialfttlevi, proicKod to her to adopt a son. All the Bhatti youth were 
'assembled, but none equalled Kchur, who was chosen. But the sons of Jesir 
v.-u-e diVileased, and conspired to obtain the <jcdi. At this tithe, liawul 
G .i- was in the daily habit of visiting a tank, which he was excavating, 
and they seized an oooassion to assassinate him ; whereupon, in order to 
(• their design, Bunaladevi immediately had Kohur proclaimed. The 
v-i'ih.-rd queen of Qursi, with the view of securing the completion of an 
cbitice which her lord had much at heart, namely finishing lhe_ lake 
{> wii-S’Ti’ as well as to ensure protection to h r adopted son Kchur, 
deter uiiV-d to protract the ncriod of self immolation ; but when si:; months 
Jivl ehpsid, and both these objects were attained, she finished her days 
,,:i cue p -re. Bim Uadcvi named the children of Hamir as the adopted sons 
and successors of Kchur. These sons were Jaita and Loonkurn. 

The cocco nut was sent by Ivoombho, liana of Cheetorc. to Jaita. 
Tiic Bhntti prince marched for Mcwar, and when with twelve cost of the 
Aravalli hills, was joined by the famous Sankla Mecr.ij, chief of Salbanny. 
bf,. • t morning, when about to resume the march, a partridge began to call 
f oi ’ tho r'- i°t : a bid omen, which was interpreted by the brother-in-law of 
,}'s 1,1 . deeply versed in the scienoe of the Sookuni and the language of 
bird; * Jaita drew the rein of his horse, and to avert the evil, halted that 
■ u Aleim . bile the partridge was caught and found to be blind of an eye, 
# vwv quite filled. Tin'll xt mprning, as soon as they had taken horse 
a t"mess began to roar, and the Sookwi' chieftain was ogam oalteu upon, 
v. ..vnannd the omr.n. ' He replied that the secrets of great houses should 
n0 pa di ulged, but he desired them to despatch a youth, disguised as . 
N<kTfbarbar class), to Komulmer, who there would karn the 
The youth gained admission to ‘tho ruby of Mowar/ • hala-Vcwon), 
v'" my’o arr/uting for the nuptials. He saw things were net right, an 
X'-ing m de bb report ; upon hearing which th - Bhatti prince manned 
he daughter of the SankU Thu wm imUgniy. . 

1, a a rbe ot shame prevented his resenting it ; and ms. '. 

orocl A" eng the slight, he offered hU daughter’s hand to the bmoits 
Kh-'-'chi - iirlnca, A. child as of Gagrown, and it was accepted.t Jaita met 


tin d b teewher with his brother Local; urn, aud his brothor-in-Uw, 


surprise Poogul: he foil with a hundred and twenty 


in an a ti'.ii ot to amyiiau tu^ui . u.^ mu ^ # , »" 

f.,ilowers. When the old Rao, Raring,ieo, discovered against whom oe 


vnen cae uiu xvau, jviuuigucu, s, \ , 

thus sMf ^fully defended hims?If, he clad himself in Jaek garnion;-^ 
■a: j in at; on ‘Uient p' rfornied pilgrimage teal! the shrines in India. + 4 

his return, h : was forgiven and cond Jed with by Kehnr. _ 


I, *• no'vssary ts repeal that this is a fc; translation ol tbe ohroo ol j. . t .u 0 y 
•M l:,, Kl .-r .>0 arm C, we limy - epic's hvl uo follower .Killed m 
,• hftPP'iv r,,' SI pourj by On Kbrechee ohreowlo, an 1 slii bora <■/' • • •; 

‘ ‘ j.ivi# tmre'Gnn IV; scandal prop.wrr.tud agMnafc the 'ruby ° . f V, V ,, 

,u ■’ . ,i, " s . f |.irt cUiof •» t he. indmi .-i shew, . I! .wovnr -in' dl ♦In nil. ■ ■ 

Mis wins' i nf all tiio.<o I'tates- . , n ,,,j Fr.»u« tbs" P ' r “ im ,,f fc ^° 

, S-nl'-.w war v.ho .••-n a ,1 heir of l f . ;ii tra'.. tin 

Mmi« 1 « i wtwcuJ thehsiiht' 'arstorv *' ',‘ l / l ' / i.r ,1”* • l h* li treijical •'t 

,.nlr,. ■ -I •.tiiir.otw.r.nare on imU.^1 ...anno. • ,, „ ar y o! Itv.vnl 

w. li„/i S.o I». -it-i eunatasaoc *tu* I ... s U ,-s. Tho .in„.ilu 

.- I the. : - . ,-d- ,-.<w *,li ♦' !> ilir-11 • •/- _ i»|„t ""-..j , , u a AohiHas, ba> -,*y 

ill' 111 - .*» *♦»♦* i** V^itl 1,/ifini »VlM ii't'.ruittlf® V ** 
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tellur had eight sons: 1st Sonaji, who had a numcvouh offspring 
called the Soma-Bhattis; 2d. Lukmun ; 3d. Kailun, who ib.-cibly s- vxd 
Bcekumpur, the appanage of his elder brother Soma, who departed v. Uh 
all his b?iS8Wi§ and settled at Giraup ; 4th Kilkurn ; 5th. Saful, v p t > 
gave his name to an ancient town, and Called it Satulmer. The names 
of the rest were Beejo, Tunno, and Tejsi. 

When the sons of Raningdeo became converts to Islam, in order to 
avenge t-hdr father's feud with the Rahtore prince of Nagore, they forfeited 
their inheritance of Poogul and Marote, and thenceforward mixed with the 
Abhoria Bhattis, and their descendants are termed Momun Moosuhnan 
Bnutti. On this event, Kailun, the third son of the Rawui, took possession 
forfeited lands, and besides Beekumpur, regained Deorawul, which had 
been conquered by their ancient foes, the Dahya Rajpoots, 
y „ Kailun built a fort on the Bey ah, calkd, after his father, KeiHi, 
Kcrore, which again brought the Bhattis into collision wih th Johv w a.ni 
Ji'uigas who^e chief, Amur Khan Kor d, attacked him, but was defeated, 
vnoun became the terror of the Ohahiis,* the Mohils/* and Joyha?,* who 
lw t nt ils R uar ^ Qr , *nd his authority extended as far as th. V -.imnud 
iV M,un carried into the Samma family of Jam,t nr,d arbitrat'd fV ; r 
msputes on succession, which hud caused much bloodshed SheJ hit .lam 
0VA he supported, accompanied him to Marote, on whose w:.th t\.o 

av id on tl v*ve t nrip v *° i) * ^ a<1 1 of some matrimonial insnlfc bolng offaroS 

uvinontiv yet pre\ u) i, for nhen a .minuet v. , ooiurartorl in \ n is-l ti „ \ 

nuhoi,mtc,vontio,. between Ihu R,nc of , ,r’s Unu^htor Jui • \ n 

hum has been explained in VoL I, p. 102. ThoftiuwiV ;• a „u va • .. 

mi de.fcsen,o ; °ne wh ? in distress scU s his liberty. Uis master ent, th q ckou Z 

h : ceot « ot th0 h«a.l, a, , mP.ifc ,, b„„.i-, ? e. The- are ,-,u ■■ .y ■ *,’• / ’ 

«»««■«* central Baiv.a,,-.;, Ztrr l■'*< 

m.mhashia Ivt.uc. Shinm Sin- Champs u ; „f r, kl „ n i, nil Wi \ 

Pua l < F*iD^a th hJ aUf<l i l WiUl h!m aRainbi, t.lio Mal.rfi' ,as. ,11 castes'. ilr'aliiiYn" 

hua Kajp-ots beoo,no to 1£5 :thc r can redeem their i.bcrt, by P ni*W " 

+ The WuTCn.Zi'rt' %iTi "went ‘° St °“. b Tr n " V r °'t' :r '’ t0 
.Avon a a* n- tv ^ vj- , . lb0 ’ , v . } ’ T< r“ tnoivn m Mnli'urn Inn hi tow u* 

■imp Ra,-’ ,f P • V" “ 1 mulorn ni',.?, inn R-cst. brn.noh of i.*ie • ln>, fin. I •' ... i ,» 

H, ;■ ,u of Crirhint; nml v.lijlc tl>o nlhor 1 „ i A' ’ ” f '* 

th OiIr ..:^1 mun • n{ Fadus. th.; snnf. of Ruml.a ma.lo i.i<i ram.-f h • , * ■ • nr 

tbo Wrtlb, „f tli. Ifl'lilS ki, l; 0 l„, ' :l ■ f ' Ll '■ ?!"' "„l 

Alo.NP ,1,. ,i „ [nfor, t ho eld. f- r • . .. , . . . ' . ° ’ * 'v'lni. •/ 

l0 ^ m « li> :'!\" m -Saw-(an epithet of C.i-1, .. ..hi-.ln.l: 

vatt, one of too e» K ht wire, . f t ,fa detited V: 4u. The Uv ff ut , ' 

••p,.l Ratiraah .a are ...f the « .„fe. T ' l . . . M ‘ , A J 

nnrt coming into contact with Warn, to wl i -h they :• • 

tritg™ imj. • tan in th. ej «»of ‘.heir c ...,„er 

formed mto J.m. fu»4 the Pereian Vjng .famshid trns aJopU-d a, i „ 
maxin lieu of th- logui nateSam'u.v. 1 . .i/nta giv -s ann.- ount .r , iv „ r .. n 

borant nf their origin. He sate." The Zomiminw of Sindc were oH >■ 
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^Wafter, Uailun possess'd himself of all the Samma territory, when the 
:Vimlo river became the boundary of his dominion. Kailun died at the ago 
of sovent vtwo, and was succeeded by 

Ohacliik-deo, who made Marote his head-quarters, to cover his territories 
f r , r„ me attacks of Moo!tan, which took umbrage at the- return of the Bhattis 
the Garan. The chief of Alooltan united in a league all the ancient 
01 the Bhattis, the Langas, the Kohyas, the Kheechees, all the tribes o. 
(hai region. Chaebik formed an army of seventeen thousand horse and four- 
tc- • n thousand foot, and crossed the Beyab to meet his foes. The encounter 
••• at desperate ; but the Bhattis were victorious, and returned with rich spoil 
to Marote. L the y.^ar following another battle took place, in which 
•;ovcii hundred and forty Bhattis were slain, and three thousand o_ rhe 
men of Mooltan. By this success, the conquests of Chachik were extendai, 
nnd he h-'ft a garrison {thannei) under h.s soil in Asini-kote, beyond the 
Pehali, rurl returned to Poogul. He then attacked Maipal, chiei of the 
Uo i dis, whom he defeated. After this victory he repaired to Jessulmer, 
t y it hk brother Lukmun, reserving the produce of the lands dependent, 
on A ir kotef for hi3 expenses at court. On his return home by Baroo, 
i- .vV, rccosied by a Jinj Rajpoot,* pasturing an immense flock of goats, 
,vho uosented the best of his flockand demanded protection against tho 
raid/ ofBirjang Rahtore. This chief had wrested tho celebrated fortress 
if Sat ulmor, § the abode of wealthy merchants, from a Ehattr chief, and 
r-le.-dcd Li-’foravs far into the desert, and the Jinj was one of those who 
had btr> suffered by his success. No* long after Rao Ohach-.k had passed 
hi- th-iastures of the Jinj, he received a visit from him, to complain ot 
a' r i-e'r inroad, which had carried off the identical goat, his ottering. 
fVuihik assembled his kinsmen, and formed an alliance with • ’b ( 'omar 
j< fn, chief of the Seta tribe,jj who came with three thousand nor.,, It 
custom of the Rahtorcs tho Satulmer to encamp _ their horse at a 
- , 1C distai.co from the oity, to watch, while the chief citizens used dad/ 

to go abroad. Ohachik surprised and made prisoners of the whole, ihe 
bnnk-rs and men of wealth offered large sums for then' ransom ; but ho 
wo i.d not release them from bondage, except on condition of their setling 
in the territory of Jessultner. Three hundred and sixty-bve heads of ftiniiics 
.imbrace-i this alternative, and hence Jessulmer dates the mtlux of her 
,vv, ; -h, T1 y were distributed over the principle cities, Deorawul, i oo b ui, 
Marote &c.lf The threo sons of the Rahtore were also made prisoners ; the 
f P youiipest were released, but Mairah, tho eldest, was detained as a hostage 


fcbe northorn portion, Ms »P“ 
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J / ata i r , 3 .® 0 c " Chachik dismissed’hiri ally, the Seta ohiof whose 

grand-daughter, Sonaldevt.ho married, The father of tho bride,ITybat Klin,. *■ 
ga/c with hex iu dap a (dower) fifty horses, thirty-five slaves-, four nat’/* 
and two hundred female oimela, and with her Ohaohik returned, to Mara/' 
1 wo years after this, Clmchik made war oh Thjr—raj Khokur, the elf- f 
of I’eeleebuuga.f on account of a borae stolen from a Bhatti. The Rho-urn 
were defeated and plundered ; but his old enemies the Langas, iakinp ad¬ 
vantage of this occasion, made head against Ohachik, and drove his gai U 3 o r 
from the new possession of Dhooniapur-t Disease at length seized on K /wu’i 
Chachik, after a long course of victorious warfare, in whieh he subdued 
various tracts of country, even to the heart of the Punjab. In this state /- 
determined to die as he has lived, with arms in his hands ; hut having no 
foe near with whom to cope, ho sent an embassy to the Lamra prince of 
Moolfcan, to beg, as a last favour, the joc ’ dan, or ‘gift of battle,’ that hi-' soul 
migh, escape by the steel of foeman, and not fall a sacrifice to slow discus- 8 
J he prince, suspecting treacheiy, hesitated } but tho Bhatti messenger pledg 'd 
‘ *1 wool that his muster only wished an honourable death, and that he woul i 
* tl ^M : 1 u , I \ c rer ^ ineri khe combat, The challenm' beimr aceoptc \ 
tno liowul called his . lansmen around him, and on recounting what he v i 
done seven hundred select Rajpoots, who had shared in all his victories. 


s...n 

g» " f Ml r f -fl* to all hi, 'ISttJ*, 

i*f *«»««» Doarowul), whioh ha b«tav«l ft.,, Bool.-l 
1 l S g—j tho Cko mailing them separata status, Eirsil i .1 

veiore,|| his capital, at the L ad of seventeen thousand men. 
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ii'i, Ci , / J -'■‘wuui.uu, ±ne nurian* uew o 

- j Mcaof djtog of disease; rivaling which l.is offspring oiuriod with 
baltio, to Yeut-land or Jutland! 

I i >ua forfcroas, erected t y f i:vj Knilvin, >;l(Uod mbo t.wonry-Wo cos.,, ah u 
4 lu ^Hbwalpur; but though the direction is m : stated, ia little d.ntH (! f 
1<J Twuliiward liioafc piobably in that / : ,6eh called Hind^iv.r. 

* Conplc -hi martial rito with tho demand of jnod-dan, aud there is an additin-M , 

^ h x^ 6t mo ^ tul0i vpi. i: p. **?, r <>‘ ** aoowm’, tho W( !;;v;;; */x 
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^^XiiO battle kit:-'., four gharris (two hours), and the .Taddon prince fel* 
wit:; ;.ll his kin nicer performing prodigies of valour. Two thousand Khans 
T i ( beneath rheir swore? river of blood flowed in the field : but the Jfflrictji 
,ra lU od tie abode of India, who shared bis throne with the hero. The king 
eroded ih Behab, and returned to Hooltan. 

^Viide loiindhecr was performing at Deorwul the rites of the twelve 
clays *»f mcMi'/i, “V •mourning >’ hK elder brother, Keombho, afflicted with 
MA'ioi y"'.' o ' into th • a s mbly, and swore to arenge bis father’s death 
Th t day he 'imparted, accompanied by a simile slave, and reached the prin- 
w's camp, it wa surrounded by a ditch oleven yards wide, over which the 
« ,, L - • 1 L r"2 in the dead of nijht, reached the harem, and cut on 

th heal o' ivaloo Shah, with which he rejoined his brethern at BcurawuL 


x,a ut-u i u .v.viw . "Ati- ».liiou TT . .1 

13ii -aI l • established Bliooniipur, and then went to Kerore. His old toes, the 


iu,d'.*r Ilybftt Khun, again attacked him, but they were defeated 
with great s: .ughtcr, At the same time, Husein Khan Baloch invaded 


}•,.( hiunpur^ , , 

’ *. wul }3*?rsit who at this ti no c mipKd the <jod% of Jessulruer, went 

^ „. .. , • ,■ i • iri.: i,., i.i k « n_"k jj u 


fortli t>n moot R o IHrsil on his return from his expedition in the Punjab. 
iS l ■ JO A. D, 147i i, he made the gates and palace of Beokurripur. 

Wo m»y. in thi- place, desert the lit-ral narrative of the clironicio ! 

w hat follows L a record of similar border-feuds and petty wars, between ‘the 
son* ofK-niun.t and the chiefs of tho Punjab, alternately menders air a 
invaded, which is preguant with mighty words and gallant deeds, but yield- 
i. i i,a\v facts of biitorical valu r At length, the numerous offspring o 
Jvid i .v.ijinratcl, und divided amongst them the lands on both sides of the 
<il U1 ; -mu as Sultan Bubr soon after thi i period made a final conquest of 
7d-.M b m th: Lingua, and placed therein his own governor, m - ‘ F ' 

il, the Uhat'.i pnssos.*‘»r.-t of Keren. koto and 1 ihoonmpur as well as 

jV.o.d and Mr rote (now Mahomr dans), exchanged their futb (sanctioned 

,... Mt . r , , r„ r the preservation of their estafoa The bard is S' much 
. rerpi .1 v'.uh this Pojgul branch that tho chromolo appears almost devoted 

jfe pn C ';\ from the main stem, Itawul Bersi, to Ttawuls Jait, Noonkuni, 
Biicnm, MuiiObur-da 3 , to Subbul Sing, five generations, with little further 
noth. . than th- mer r enumeration of their issue. What this last prmc , 
Subbul Pmg, an important change occured in the political oi the Bhattus. 


* Tliu t'*j ^;>init (frmn pagn 200), including tho notion of Kailua, Chachilc, an- 1 birai! inuat 
forc'd vs uu i-ii: Jo, (I tailing tho exploits of die Kaos oi Poognl, establtfbai 
liiu’iiu, tli.nl sou of liiv.ul J tebur of .icsjuJuior. I* - n eeHontial to tin. amir,la to •* 

^ 4 Vio*Kaihin huil onlablished his atttb-rity ovw nine castloi, lioiuls .-f distriets, m. 

; , rAiwi-Kk l! '-knmpur, M.irote. 1 ’oi'vi' 1 , H-ormul. ICohiv-' (f.v,m-ytw.» w.'Ss. oi 
Htmuti-rr-, ’OiU-:., ftom liah-.ulpurUoo.mn. Oala.,. N-.nln and Xju.ilh, on the udno. 

lingtornya tj as tho solfirh prmmnmi guarantood 
' tuno, lot H, m nrosorvo 

■ 1 , u> Ol Ijik wct-Uh, lot him iirosow hla wifl shut «4 
I* . *uvn 1 in 1 - ; • 1. /. u -rl ut hit* 'vile m.d TiOaOtt.— Me all OlV f 'OV* i il niCO-l, 0) vftc M - 

Ifc* v ' ' j'i .0 ,'utir'.' ■ dry of tho Kajpoot* shews .hoy .lo not pay much attonlmn to such 

*' BAliJv iJui:. 
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Jt$sitimer becomes a fief of the empire.—Changes in the succession. -Rnumi 
Sing serves with the Bhatti contingent .— His services obtain him the ; ; 

of Jessulmer.—Boundaries of Jcssubncr at the period of Bahrd b,- 
vosion.—Suhbul succeeded by his soji, Unxra S ing f who leads i'he. th.a- 
dour into the Baloch territory.—Crowned on the field of victory,— Be- 
mands a relief from his subjects to portion his dauqhter.—Puts a H/ 
to death who refuses.—Revolt of the Cliunna Rajpoots. —T hr B laid chi*, 
'retaliate the inroads of the Rahtore of Bikaner*—Origin of frontier - 
feuds.—Bhattis gain a victory. — The princes of Jessulmer circS B/i,*/. r 
ore involved in the feuds of their vassals.—Raja A nop Ring calls in aV 
hie chiefs to revenge the disgrace.—Invasion of Jessulmer.—The invaders 
defeated.—The Rawul recovers Poogul .— l/ak*J Be remo.h imbnicr y,—. 
Umra dies.—Succeeded by J cswunt. —T he chronicle doses—Decline oj 
— roogui—Borman.—Ftlodi Wrested front her by the Han- 
lores—Importance of these transactions io the British Govern nniv.— 

! ha dal to the Garah seized by the Daodpotra*>—Akhi iS g suer Hr. — 
IBs uncle y Tcj Sing, ■atrps the g over ament,—The usurper assassinated 
during the ceremony of Las .—Akhi Ring recovers the gad \ - Rti jns forty 
years. —B ahwnl Khan seizes on Khadah^Tiuicid Moobaj .—; , 

Mehta made minister.—His hatred of the Bhatti nobles. — Uonsjdra-y b 
against him by the heir apparent , Rac Ring.—Tieposal and eon fun ia i\i 
'oj the Hamid.— The prince proclaimed.—Refuses io ncGitjuj the £;v.]i. - - 
Maolruj emancipated b y a R aj poo In i.~R esum prior of the gadi .—Tin 
prince Rae Ring receives the black khelac of banishment.— K:<! ’,r.s tr 
jcignii'-—Oittlavrvy uf the Bhatti nobles. — Th< • lands sequent rat t ami 

castle? destroyed.—hftet tv elm years, restored io their Rina 

decapitates a merchant.—Retur r t 0 Jccsulmer. -R t ut to the fortr^s / 
DffiroA ,'—Salim Sing becomes mb. is ter —His character.—Palis i’-U iho 
hands of his enemie^ but is saved by the mayi«n\mity of Zvoraw' v S'ntp 
1 1<W* hi* ■' estw.'ion, through his oitm broth b. 1V % -Zooraui i is pal 
toned. ~~The Mehta then areas*:rotes r and her kuAn-wd j?v./ >•> 
castle oj Der h.~ - dac Sing burnt to dc-th.—Murder of hr. ^n, -7V. t . 
minister proclaims Quj Ring.-Younger sons of Mooting py to ibk-t 
nee.—The longest red:us m the Rajpoot annuls are during ministerial > 
usurpations—Retrospective, view of the Bhatti history. - Ryle ■ don . 

Wft have now Reached that period hi the Bhatti annals, when Shah • 
Jehan was emperor of India. Elsewhere, we li ve minut !y related tho 
measure which&be great Akber adopted to attach ais Rajpoot vas.sVbv^o L> J 
the empire ; a policy pursued by his successors. Suhbul ^ing f tho first; < be 
princes of J essulmer, who held Jus doaiiuions us a Hot of tho empiiv ; w . ..ot 
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it ire ate heir to the ‘gacli of Jesuld* Munohur-das had obtainc 
Dy the assassination of hiu nephew, Rawul Nathoo, the sons and heir of 
Bh :oFn, who was returning from his nuptials at Bikaner, and had passed fcko 
daj at Filedi, then a town of Jessulmer, when poison was administered to 
him by che hands of a female. But it was destined that the line of the 
assassin should not rule, and the dignity fell to Subbul Sing, the third in 
deecont from Mpldeo, second son of Rawul Noonkurn, 

The good qualities of young Subbul, and the bad ones of Ramchund son 
of the usurper, afforded another ground for the preference of the former. 
'T >jevcr, Subbul was nephew to the prince of Amber, under whom he held 
a diunguiAifed post in the Government of Peshore, yvhcrc he saved the royal 
treasure iVm\ being captured by the Afghan mountaineers. For this service, 
and being a favourite of the chiefs who served with their contingents, the 
king rp.vo Jcswunt Sing of Jodpoor command to place him on the gadi . 
The celebrated Nahur Khan Koompawutf was entrusted with this duty, for 
lh\ performance of which ho received the city and domaiu of Pokurn. ever 
*iuce severed from Jessulmer, 

This was tk first considerable abstraction from the territories which had 
o m progressively increased by Rawul Jesui and his successors, but which 
have since been wofully curtailed. A abort time beforo Baber's invasion, the 
dependencies of Jcssnlraer extended on the north to the Garah river,.{ west 
to t!ie Alehran or Indus ; and on the east and south, they were bounded by 
the Kahfo- oSQf Bikaner and Marwar, who had been gradually encroaching 
fov e centuries, and continue to do so to this day. The entire thul el 
T'.vi i : and Kottorah, in the south, were Baatfci chieftainships and eastward 
to the site of Bikaner itself. 

TJmra Sing, son of fifubbul, succeeded. He led the tika-doitr against; 
th Baioches, who had invaded the western tracts, and wap installed on the 
he Id of victory. Moon after, he demanded aid from his subjects to portion 
his daughter, * and being opposed by his Rajpoot minister, Raghonaih, he 
pu iim > death. The churna Rajpoots, from the north-east, having re- 
!iCwod their old raids, he in person attacked and compelled thorn to givo 
Dor l' or ’ r r on obligations, for their future good conduct. 


” > ooii.L: : Imd lirce sons, TYur-rai, X’aldeo, and Kaliandfw ; °ach 11 :;ue Hur-raj 
1 Uiiff. - (wh<» succnc tod his grandfather Noonkurn). Maldeo had Kuitsi, who >*/\ ] l.)uvhH, 
j .Jv ’ «)f Bulmt Sing, fco whom wjw given In appanage tho Down of Mundilla, neu: Pokurn. M ho 
oi . E 3* ».ndue, had Mnnoiiur da8, who succeeded Bheem. Ramchund was the aou o( 
Mueohui-d^.:. A slip from the genealogical tree will sot this in a clear light, 

1 . Noonkurn, 

| 


Hup raj. 
2. Blifirm. 


| 

MiVlo.. 

I 

Kaoitiii. 


Kuliamlns. 

3. Mttnohut dun. 
I'amohund. 


Nat-hoa, Piodas. 

4. Subbul Sing. 

. Annfh.M rvm-hioulMm f'soe Afrimla of iuanvar fbran aodount of Nahur I.-uy) of fc'mo 
vuliw. • in ,h . Hr. to of fcen*t< o. y by i.h Er-hunv trom • uc 

■} Th OuioiMr inv u-iably called lie Be hah in the chroDicW, Garah. o\ Whurr: , i. , 0 
- W m H #if • ft i.j»o mi: j (n •/*) *ti ‘pendoi] m ha waters. The Garah is composed 

if the v.uKi' >•! U <km| Sutlej 




annals of jessulmer. 

^ tho dailv encroachments of the Kandulofce Rahtores, 
Soonder-das and Dilput, chiefs of Beokumpur, determined to retaliate : Lee 
as <zot a" name in the world/ 5 said Dilput, “and attack the lands of the 
Rahtores” Accordingly, they invaded, plundered, and fired the town of 
Jujoo, on the Bikaner frontier. The Kandulotes retaliated on the towns of 
JessulmerJ and an action took place, in which the Bhattis were victorious 
slaying two hundred of the Eahtores. Tho Rawul partook in the triumph 
of his vassals. Raja Anop Sing of Bikaner was then serving with the im- 
peri il armies in the Dekhan. On receiving tkL account, he commanded his 
minister to issue a summons to every Kandulbte capable of carrying arms to 
invade Jessulmer, and take and raze Bcekumpur, or he would consider them 
traitors. The minister issued the summons ; every Rahtore obeyed it, anti ho 
added, as an auxiliary, a Pathan chief with his band from Hissar. Rawul, 
Umra collected his Bhattis around him, and instead of awaiting the al tack, 
advanced to meet it; he slow many of the chiefs, burnt tho frontier townj, 
and recovered Poogul, forcing the Rahtore chiefs of Parmair and Kottorah to 
renew their engagements of fealty and service. 

Umra had eight sons, and was succeeded by Jeswunt, the oldest, in S. 
1758 (A. D. 1702), whose daughter ww married to tho heir-apparent; 
of Mewar, 

Here ends the chronicle, of which the foregoing is an abstract: the eon 
eluding portion of tho annals is from a M S .furnished by a living chronicler 
corrected by other information. It is but a sad record of anarchy and 
crime. 

. Soon after tho dcaih of Rawul Umra, Poogul, Turmair, Filodi, and 
various other towns and territories in Jesaulmer, were wrested from thi-s stale 
by the Rahtores.* 

The territory bodering the Garah wa3 taken by Daod Khan, an Afghan 
chieftain from Shikarpur, and it became tho nuolcyis of a state called after 
himself Daodpotia. 

„ Joswunfc Sing succeeded. He had five sons, Juggut Sing, who com¬ 
mitted suicide, Esuri Sing Tej Sing, aud Sooitaix Sing, Juggut Sung had 
three sons, Akhi Sing, Boop.Sing, and Zoorawur Sing. 

Akhi Sing sucucedod. Rood Sing died of the’ small pox : Tei Sing 
uncle to the Rawul, usurped the government, and the princes lied ro Delhi 
to save 'heir lives. Ac. this period, their grand-uncle, Huni Sing (lroi.hr. 
of Rawul. Joswunc), was serving the Sing, and he returned in order to dis¬ 
place the usurper. It h customary for the prince of J^mln r i *. . 

Jly in state to the lake Gursi-Sirr. to perform the oeremonj of 7 of car- 
ing away the accumulation of mud and sand. The Raja first taios out a 
handful, when rich and poor follow his example. Hum Sing cho«o the t-i 

v Tho most essential uve to which my labours can bo applied, in that of enabling Li t 
British Government, when called upon to oxeroi ■ its functions as protootov and arbiit'acr.r ofc 
tbo iniermithmal quamds of Pc yjpootana, to understand th* Hir ato and original i: , o.! 
of dispute. Here "V. perceive the germ of tbo border- fends, which have h.J to so much bluod* 
•••wed between B ! nucr and iossulmor. in which Oio former wan tin litvi. «£gvcs:iGt ; but u** 1 )i«pjj 
bitter, for the purple of redeeming her lost- territory, most frequently ppetivs as the u;La- 
t*‘p of public t;uaqu-1 ! : v - C- h noc9t&ary to look lor t) llUu m pronouncing one 

award s 
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^wh^^this ceremony was ir> progress to attack tho usurper. The attempt 
uJ not altogether succeed ; but Tej Sing was so severely wounded that he 
died, and was succeeded by his son. 

Sowae Sing, an infant of threo years of age. Akhi Sing collected the 
Bhattis from all quarters, stormed the castle, put the infant to death, and re¬ 
gained his rights. 

Akhi Slug ruled forty years. During the reign, Bahwul Khan, son of 
Daod Khan, took Derawu! and all the tract of Khadal, the first Bhutti con¬ 
quest, and added it to his new state of Bahwulpoor, or Daodpntra. 

Moolr-j succeeded in S. 18)8 ( A.D. 1762), He had three sons, Rao 
Rug, .Tact’S itu and Man Sing. The unhappy choioe of a minister by 
Hooiraj completed the demoralization of the Bhatti principality. This 
mimsUr was named Suroop Sing, a Banii of the Jain faith and Mehta 
farni<y, designed tube the exterminators of the laws and fortunes of the 
•sons o f Jesul/ The cause of hatred and revenge of this son of commerce 
f > he Bh itti aristocracy ai ><e out of disgraceful dispute regarding a Bukli- 
tun , a fair frail one, a favourite of the Mehta, but who preferred the Rajpoot, 
Sirdar Sin,;, of ihe fcrib*. j of Aef, Th ; Bhatti chief carried his complaint of 
ti;' . d utcr to the heir-apparent, Rao Sing, who hod also cause of grievance 
n i he re fiction of his income. It w as suggested to the prince to put this 
presumptuous minister to death ; this was effected by the prince’s own hand, 
in his father’ presence ; and as the Mehta, in falling, clung to Moolarj for 
x j ajima, it was proposed t*> take off Moolarj at tin same time. The pro 
p mthn, however, was rejected with horror by thn prince, whose ycngeanct 
was uat is tied. The Rawul was allowed to escape, to the female apart men ta ; 
bu the chidtains, well knowing they conld not expect pardon from tho 
id, mailing on investing Rae Sing, and if he refused, on placing his 
brother on tho <rach. The an of Rae Sing \ag proclaimed ; but no in treaty 
or threat w ukl induce him to listen to the proposal of occupying the tb me 
{ n lieu of whic be used a pallet (Mat.) Three months and five days had 
»yv 3 a (1 siuce the depostd and bondage of Moolraj, when a female resolved to 
on ,. ,i. i lc him . this female was the wife of tho chief conspirator, and enfi- 
dontift! adviser of tho n gent prince. This noble dame, a Rahtore Rajpootni, 
of Tic Mnbechu clan, was the wife of Anop Sing of Jinjiniali, tho premier 
noble of Jessulmor, and who, weared with tho tyranny of the ministex ana 
rlic v\al, n :a- of his prince, bad proposed tLe death of the one and the depo 
on) of the other, We are not made acquainted uithany reason, save that 
a ■ wiuaiher'nn, or ‘fealty/ which prompted the Rahtorni to rescue her prince 
e * d at the risk of her husband’s bf ; bnfc her appea t«- U r son Zoorawur, to 
perform his duty, is {preserved and we give it v rbaiimi should your 
hf-hor oppose you, sacrifice bin* to your duty, and will mount the pyre with 
hid corpso/ 1 The son yielded obedience to tho injunction of his raagnani* 
inop ‘1 parent, who had sufficient influence to gain over Aryoon, the brother 
qf h< r husband, -s well as Megh Sing. Chief of Baroo. The three chieftains 
fbrcml an entrance into the prison wher' their prince was confined, who re-, 
to ,<t 1 >; released from hi? manacl'-' until he was told that .iho M -.hochi 


' Oof tho R.' ,j- >1 term /or In-Jot. :md in it »>y those who, like Jh< Rru»a o; Ood| - 
poo>* »ii‘o. ir thf \or/oiculm' dialeoi to skt* oprruj t jjrw i ot the laitMuiuo. Sir-o-/;; (from f 
sir, to f‘- ;l C'O meauy » complete dreyB • i». short*, rap-a*; i<</, 
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^^^^fomoted the plot fin his liberty. The sound of the grand ndkatra pro¬ 
claiming Moolraj’a repossession of tho uadi, awoke his son from aUop • and 
on the herald depositing at the side of his pallet the sable sii'opa* and all 
the insignia of exile,—the Mack steed and black vestments,—the prince* 
obeying the command of the emancipated Rawul, clad him 3 clf therm.i.. and 
accompanied by his party, bido adieu to Jessulmer and took the road to 
Kottoroh. When he arrived at this town, on the southern frontier of the 
state, the chiefs proposed to run the country ; but he replied, 'The country 
was his mother, and every Rajpoot his foe who injured it.” lie repaired to 
Jodpoor, but the chieftains abided about Sheo Kottoroh and Barm air and 
during the twelve years they remained outlaws, plundered even to the gates 
of Jessulmer. In the first three years they devastated the country, their 
castles were dismantled, the wells therein filled up, and their estates* sequel 
trated. At the end of the twelve, having made the iilak, or oath against 
further plunder, their estates wore restored, and they were re-aumitted into 
their country. 

The banished piince remained two years and a-half with Rnja Becjy 
oiug, who treated him like a son. But he carried his arrogant demeanour 
with him to Jodpoor ; for one day, as he was going out to hunt, a Rania, to 
whom he was indebted, seized his horse by the bridle, and invoking the an of 
Reejy bing, demanded payment of his debt. Tho prince, in turn, required 
him, with tho invocation “by Moolraj !’ to unloose his hold. But. tho man of 
wealth, disregarding the appeal, insolently replied, “what is Mootarj to nie? ,T 
au i S ^ * lC t wor ^ s P°^ e ; the sword of Rao Sing was unsheath' d, and 
the Benias head rolled on the ground : then, turning his horse’s head to 
Jesaulmcr, he exclaimed, "better be a slave at once, than leave on the bounty 
ot an other. His unexpected arrival outside l.is native city brought mi V 
entire population to see him. His lather, chc Rawul, sent to know what had 
occasioned Ins presence^ and he replied, that it was merely preparatory to 
pngrimage. lie was refused admittance $ his followers 'were disarmed, and 
bo was .senr tv) reside at the fortress of Dewoh, together with his sons Abhr 
^ing rind Mhonkul Sing, and their families. 

ba im iSing, who sueceoded his father as prime minister of Jr-r.ulmor 
war> 1)111 * leven years of age at the time of bis murder. His young mb d 
appears, oven at that early 'getokavea hot- bed for rovciva : arm the 
8 wiu . ch wo *° ~ r " vn <im*< ned into a luxuriance rarely equalled ern in 
those region;;, where human -life i* held in little estimation. Without 
ot that -..ring valour which distinguishes the Rajpoot bo 
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nets of his faith (the Jniu) imperatively prescribe the necessity of 
M hurting no sentient being ” and of sitting in the dark rather then by 
luring a moth into the flame of a lamp, incur the penalty attached to the 
sin oi insect-murder, this man has sent more of' £ the sons of Jessoh'to 
Famalocaf than the sword of their external foes during his long adminis¬ 
tration. He had scarcely attained man's estate when the outlawed chiefs 
^rere restored to their estates by a singular \ intervention. Raja Bheem 
Sing had acceded to the gddi of Marwar, and the Mehta was chosen by 
tho prince of Jessulmer, as hia representative, to convey his congratulations, 
and tho tika of acknowledgment on his succession, to Raja Becjy Sing. On 
hu return from this mission, he was waylaid and captured by the outlawed 
chi *ftaiij«, w r ho instantly passed sentence of death upon the author of their 
in’. mca, The sw^rd was uplifted, when, ’placing his turban at the feet 
k ;f Zoorawur Sing,’ he implored his protection—and he found it! Such 
is the Rajpoot ;■—an anomaly amongst his species; his character a com¬ 
pound of the opposite and antagonistical qualities which impel mankind to 
virtue and to crime. Let mo recall to the mind of the reader, that the 
protector of this vampire was the virtuous son of the virtuous Rujpootni 
who. w: u an elevation of mind equal to whatever is recorded of Greek or 
Riuaar. heroines, devoted herself, and a husband whom sh' loved, to the one 
predominant sentiment of the Rajpoot, ncamdherma y or ’fealty to the sove- 
roK/u.’ Yet had tho wily M^hta effected the disgrace of this brave chief, 
to whom the Rawtil owed his release from bondage and restoration to bis 
throne, and forced him to join the outlaw's against the sand-hills Oi 
JFWmair. Nothing can paint more strongly the influence of this first of 
the BJutti chiefi over his brethren than tho act of preserving the life oi 
ihA: mortal foe, thus cast into their hands; for not only did they dissuade him 
frex oho art, but prophesied his repentance of such mistaken clemency. Only 
luc ooi.dition was stipulated, their restoration to their homes. They were 
vxfdwd, L it not admitted w court a distinction reserved ftr Zoorawur alone. 

Wl.v n Pae bing was incarcerated in Dmvoh, his eldest son, Abhe 
£i IU , liajkumar , 4 heiVapparent/ with the second eon, Dhonkul, were 

1 ,>ft "'at Bannair, with thr outlawed chiefs. The Rawul, having in vam 
demanded his grand-children, prepared an army and invested Barmair. It 
was defended during hx months, when a capitulation was acceded to, and 
tL;_ children were given up to Moolraj on the bare pledge of Zoorawur 
Sing. who "ua ran toed their safety ; and they were sent to tbo castle of 
Do woil, v/here their father was coufincd. Soon after the castle was fired, 
ai.d Rue Sing and his wife were consumed in the flames. On ^ escaping 
;his danger, which was made to appear accidental, the young princes were 
confine d in tlio fortress Ramgurh, in the most remote corner of the desert, 
bordering the valley of Sin <W for their security and that of the Rawul 
(according to the Mehta’s account), and to prevent faotion from having a 
nucleus around which to form But Zowawur, who entertained doubts 
•t the r, : ‘istor's motives, reminded the Rawul that the proper place for (he 
hew-apparent was the court, and that his honour stood pledgrx for bis safety, 
Tb.n was sufficient for the Mehta, whose 
the means to read himself of so eonscien 


mind was imtantly intent upon 
ioua an adviser. Zoorawur hab a 
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named Kaitsi, whose wife, according to the courtesy of Kajwarro 
adopted the minister as her brother. Salim sounded his adopted sister 
as to her wish to see kr husband become lord of Jinginialli. The tempter 
succeeded : he furnished her with pnisoued comfits, which she administered 
to tho gallant ^oorawur ; and her lord was inducted into the osut r 
Jinginialli. Having thus disposed of the .oul of the i*L<*tti nuk^y, i,» 
took oil in detail the chiefs of Baroo, 7)angri. and many others, chiefly hr 
the same means, though some by the dagger. Kaitsi, who, wh-ther : nno- 
cent, or a guilty participant in his brother's death, h-td benefited thereby, 
was marked in the long list of proscription ©f this fiend, who determined 
to exterminate every Rajpoot of note. Kaitsi knew too much, and those 
connected with him shared in thin dangerous knowledge : wife, brother, son, 
were therefore destined to fad by the same blow. The immediate cause 
of enmity was as follows. The minister, who desired to set aside the claims, 
of the children of Rte Sing to the gadi, and to nominate the youngest son 
of Moolraj ns heir^apparent, was opposed by Ivaitf-i, as it could onlv oe 
effected by tho destruction of the former ; and he replied, that- “no co¬ 
operation of his should sanction the spilling of the blood of any of his 
masters family/’ Salim treasured up the remembrance of this opposition 
to hi?, will though without any iramediato sign of displeasure. Scon after, 
Kaitsi and his brother Suroop were returning from a nuptial ccrernooy 
at Kuuero, in tho district of Bhalofcra. On reaching Beejorayc on the 
Jeasulraer frontier, where the ministers of the I\lehta's vengeance wf-ro 
posted, the gallant Zoornwur and his brother were conducted into tho 
cattle, out of whioh their bodies were brought only to bo burnt. Homing 
of some intended evil to her lord, Kaifcsi’s wife, with her infant son, Mcgha, 
a.»nght protection in the minister’s own abode, where sho h/-d a dnuble 
claim, a9 his adopted sister, to sanctuary and protection. For tlv * daw, 
the force was kept up of sending food for herself and child ; bn the slave 
who conveyed it remarking, in coarse, unfeeling language, that both her 
husband and her brother were with their fathers, sho gave a loose to gi-mve 
and determined on revenge. This k ing reported to the, Mehta, ho ac-nt a 
dagger for her repose. 

Toe princes, Abhc Sing and Dh'-nkul Sing, confined in the fortress 
of Rampirh, soon after the murdar of Kaitsi were carried off, to.rei icr with 
their wives •«ii(i infants, by poison. Tho murderer then proclaimed Qu] 
Sing, the youngest but one.of all tho posterity ofMoolraj, as heir-apparent. 
His brothers sought security in flight from this fiend-like spirit of ;h 
minister, and are now refugees in ihe Bikaner territory, Tho following 
slip from the genealogical tree will show tho branches so unm.ioi ufiy 
lopped off by this monster : 

. , , , ,' , ’. ' ! Moolraj. 


Rae Sing, 
poisoned. 


*Teet Sing (kana), 
living. 


Mno Sling, 

killed by u fall from hio hr 

i 


Abhe.Slng, 

pc^secod. 


DhcnkulSing* 

poisoned- 


M&h% Sing, 
blind* 


Toj Siuyl Slug Guj Bing. F u tti sj 
in exile, in exile, roigumg prino*. Inc* 
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, ,*Wiha Sing ; being blind of one eye* ( kana ) could not succeed, — 
JTanSing being killed by a fall from his horse,-the Mehta was saved the 
crime of adding one more “mortal murther to his crown.” 

It is a singular fact, that the longest reigns we know of in Rajwarra 
occurred during ministeiia! usurpations. The late Maluirao of Kotah 
occupied the i/acV upwards of hall a century, and the Rmvul 1 M 00 1raj swayed 
the nominal sceptre of this oasis of the desert upwards of fifty eight years. 
His idthrr ruled forty years, and I uoubt whether, in all history, we can 
l.iu 4 her instance of lather and son reigning fora century. ^ This 
century was prolific in change to the dynasty, whose whole history is full 
of-it range vicissitudes. If wo go back toJeswunt Sing, \ ho grand father 
of Moolraj, we find the lihatti principality touching the Garnh on the 
north which <levided i r from Moohan, on the west it v/as hounded by tho 
Puujnud, and thus included a narrow clip of the fertile valley of Sinde; 
uml wo n • r i it s[reu*h at tto remoth period, even to the ancient e i 
tal M \soora, better known to the JInidu as Rori-Bekher, the islan no 
capital of chc Mogdi ( Soda )of Alexander. To tho south, it. rested on Dhat, 
including the castles of Sheo, Kottoroh, and Bannair, seized on by Murwar ; 
end in the east embraced the districts of Filodi, Pokurn, and ether parts, 
uho in the possession of Marwir or Bikaner. The whole oi 1 1i sta, of 
Bhawufpur is formed out of the Bhatti dominion, ami the Ruhtorcs hove 
obtained therefrom nos a small portion of their western frontier. 1 his 
id.: 5 t»action of territory will account for the heart-burnings and border 
feuds which continually break out between the Bhattis and Rahiorcs, anu 
*• tho children of David (D aodpotras). ’ . 

Could the game prophetic steel which carved upon the pn ar oi Enmsir 
the destinies >f the grandson of the deified Heri, eleven hundred yoars 
baforo Christ, have subjoined to that of Jessoh the fate which awaited 
his descendant Moolraj, he would doubtless have regarded tire prophecy as 
coiiv'* ring a falsehood too groas for belief. That the offspnn- of tho 
(Joined plincc of I)warier., *1 Guam,. and fought he umteu kmgs 

...Svri'ui.d Baotria, should, at, length, be driven back on India and 
compelled to e«* shelter under tho sign ot the cross, reared adrmdst their 
MuCi-'v:'* by a handful of strangers, whose ancestors, when they were even 
in tho maturity of their fame, were wandering in their native wood-, with 
t bodies, an'1 off ;ring human sacrifices to the sun-god, moty resem- 

b'i ; Balsiva than Bulcrishtia,—these would have seemed prodigies too 
wild for thith. 


" blind of one two is incm,intent to suceond, ttccordimt to Hindu law, han* 

U the nklnuiao ticon to ■>. jmiwm labouring under this poraonal dt-feot, winch term is 
an unngrm • .,f «/.):.*. • the eye’ THa loss of an eye .W not deprive an «ooB*g.of 
I,;, - --yf .vhioll w. Irtd n rtiri■ orimple in t..O S’ W el iite imperial fit, ot 1 oh,, 

, uirh —;,xo rise to dm remark, hut M.o three grea n -„ mra I heroin h.v only the emu^- 
went Of ono nr ... .an o: cu the m : t) K»pc» • >«•! dnnmc. of W L ®. b, “* 

filitv of Clh,.|e u, Iv'mlfr : tlio br-nogim-t chief l£..lcw '•a- * wo, as w.ts li • • •• ' I 

(l, hv vl ,n7. iJoJoav’s i:a«o hasbejJPmc synonlmwus witi. aud ‘°“ n y 'join’s by what 

,., 01 , 1 l ,.:i . f ,.M .. V 0. i- cMicd after this celel.r Mmuuwiu IcaJ. r. I " l« ’ u ^> ft 

i, dnoii ... bnov.' -K,t attach a .i.-prot of m. ,ul obliquity . "vciymdi l"u-d k. y. ftu l oppe-at 

lKUt.ce:. tl.o^iiiitttral ' '1 the ac.ulr.,, d, feet . W* * •« ^ 
t- e;v « •!. : i.co d apyll.' 1 ' *a, ^rach m , tho J ^ 

v0 ,jt uiwm ny luu nubfortun^ in »o crtJdit ftmo •• •■;, 5or, 

* f tho 11 et ■' ,-gyu.r‘n.. 

(Usth ?'• uv ■-i. I Jo,.it )!• te- the * wants et the f>rc«k md l-.uth..n. 
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CHAPTER VI. 




Hamel M oolraj enters into treaty with the English.—The Baja dies.—Vi ; 
Grandson, Guj Sing, proclaimed.—Re becomes a mere poppet ).» the 
minister's hands.—Third article of the TreatyInequality of the alli¬ 
ance.—Its importance to Jessulmcr.—Consequences to be apprehended nr/ 
the British Government.—Dangers attending the enlarging the circle of our 
political connections.—Importance of 3 maimer in the event of Russian 
invasion.—-British occupation of the valley of the Indus considered.— Salim 
things administration resumed.—IDs rapacity and tyranm increase — 
Wishes his office to be hereditary.—Report of the British'agent to his 
trovemment. Pall.reals sclj — exiled .— Banker's families kept as host - 
ages.-Rcvenues arising from confiscation,-Wealth of the minister.— 
border feud dpadcd to exemplify the interference of the paramount 
poioet.- - Lite My, dotes <j L aroo.—'Their history.—Nearly exterminated b?/ 
the ha'-tores oj Bikaner. -Stimulated bn the minister fialhi Sing.—Cause 
of this trench y.-Me calls for British interference.—Granted. Result. . 
iiamd Gni hmg arrives at Oodipoor.—Marries the liana’s daughter .... 
Influence oj this lady. 3 


. Tt in th ? Sa ”j vat («a) of Viorama 1818, that Rawul Moolrai was 
Inaugurated on the throne of Jesaoh , and it was in the year of . r ll 
1818, that a treaty of “perpetual friendship, alliance, and unity of inter shT 
was concluded betwoeu the Honourable East India Company and MaL 
Rawnl Moolraj, the llajaof Jessulmer, hishoira and succLors, the latter 
agreeing to act m subordinate co-operation with the British government, and 
with submission to its supremacy.”* This was almost the last act of Rawed 
Moolra] who had always neon a mere puppet in tho hands of Mehta Salim 

pJoclaTumd. iather ' H ° dlCd A ' D ‘ 182 °' Whe “ M3 grftndfj0n * Gu J Sing, * 

Itawu 1 Quj Sing was fitted, from his years, his past seclusion, and the 
examples which had ooourcd before his eyes, to bo the submissive V LI d 
Sahm Smg require Isolated, in every sense, non, intercourse wiKe 
rest ot mankind, by tho poucy of tho mi.iistor li- had .1 , . 

sympathy with them, and no claim upon their aid! Surround d wTl ' 
t„,o, of Salim W „1„. CT e„ to tli, daily dole, a &* *«£ 

man's favour, each word, each gesture, is watched and reported. The nnneo 
himselt, ms wives and family, arc alike dependents on tho mi, 
often capriciously exorcised. If he requires a here ., he must aolWl it , H -if 
desirous of bestowing some recompense, he requests to be furnish ,d with the 
means, and deems himself fortunate if he obtain a moiety of his suit. 

It will be observed from the date of this treaty (Dec, 1818), that .T edau p 
mev was the last of t he state-; of India received under the protection of "the 

British Government. Its distance made it an object of little solicitude to 
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the minister, it is said, had many long and serious consultations wit 
nis orac'es before he united his destiny with ours. He doubted the security 
of his power if the Rawul should become subordinate to the British Govern¬ 
ment ; and he was only influenced by the greater risk of being the sole i-tate 
in Rajivarra without the pale of its protection, which would have left him to 
the mercy of those enemies whom his merciless policy had created around 
him. The third and most important article of the treaty* tranqeuillized his 
apprehensions as to external foes; with these apprehensions all fear as to the 
consequences arising from ministerial tyranny towards the princely exiles was 
banished, and we shall presently find that this alliance, instead of checking 
his rapacity and oppression, incited them. But it is nceesairy, in the first 
puree, to bestow a few remarks on the policy of the alliance as regards the 
British Government. _ _ . 

Its inequality requires no demonstration : the objects to be attained by 
H to the respective parties having no approximation to party. The advan¬ 
tages to Jessulmcr were immediate : and to use the phraseology of the treaty, 
wero not only of “great magnitude,” but were vitally important. From the 
instant the treaties were exchanged, her existence as a permanent state, 
which was nob worth half a century's purchase, was secured. Her power had 
been gradually declining, and reign after reign was narrowing her possessions 
to tho vicinity of the capital. One stat -, Bhawulpur, had been formed from 
her northern territory; while those of Sinde, Bikaner and Jodp-or, had been 

1 * ! l _ _ _ _ r I\ll TirAtfA innlinnrl OQ /V'AQ.QIftn ATflSA 


greatly fggrandized at her expense ; and all were inclined, as occasion arose 
to encroach upon her feebleness. The faithless character of the niinistcu. 


Salim Sing afforded abundant pretexts for quarrel, and the anarchy ot her 
neighbours proved her only safeguard during the later years of her indepen- 
Jeno existence. Now, the British Government having pledged itsclf^to exeit 
its power for the protection of the principality, in the event of any "serious 
invasion/her fears either of Sindies, Daodpotras, or of Rahfcores, are a- 
r -st The full extent of this pledge may not have b en contemplated^ when 
it .va<* given • like all former alliances, it is the j j of another step u\ ad- 
vaneo. Instead of restricting the vast circle of our political connexions, « 
at once carried us out of India, pacing us in actual contact and possible 
collision with the rulers of Sinda and the people beyond the Indus. Marwar 
and Bikaner being r Iready admitted to our alliance, the power of settling 


ana jdik. wiur uu.-u^ -new y , - ' 7 ^ . 7 .7 , , 

their feuds with tho Bhattis is comparatively simple 5 but with pa< dpotra 
W c have no political connexions, and with Sindc, only those of “ perpetual 
friendship, atd mutual intercoursebut no stipulation ensuring respect to 


,u u* F , «,u uiu.uc . .~ stipulation ensuring respect . 

0 :r remonstrances in ease of the aggression of their subjects on our Bhatti 
illy, Are wo then to push our troops through tho desert to repel such acts, 
v must we furnish pecuniary subsides (the cheapest mode), that she may 
vipertain mercenaries for that object? We must view it, n bhi- light, as 


irertaiu uitTcenMnvfj iui nu;tu vuj^u . u *■ ° ' 11; 

•. nob only nob fmi robable, but of very likely occurrence. Our a it- 

. J . . w . . i • ii • 101 A rkn,. ormiaij 


or in 


with Cutch involved us in this perplexity in 1S19. Oov armies wera 
a and moved to the frontier, and a declaration of war was avoided only 


• Vrt TIT. - Tn thoc -oafcol ar.y nm** <• --tc 1 towoviln» -o °■ o.t 1 < 9 

.r:nci, -,li. v of Jn.;i’.ul nor, <>. Oth >c <lat>K>r of great tu.imuuido occurring to that- 1 » *: 

.he an,,ah a,.vor.,w.M i!U or art su power lor the protection of the princpaLt,, pton«.«<t 
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_ a <ardy amende in no way commensurate with the insult of 
invading, maa-acring, and pillaging our allies* In this instance, our means 
of chastisement were facilitated by our maritime power of grappling wuh 
the enemy, but if the insuit proceeds from the government of Upper Sinde 
(only) nominall y dependent on Hyderabad), or from Bhawulpur, how ,.ro \ ve 
to cope avith these enemies of our ally ? Su.h wars might lead us into a 
terra incognita beyond the Iudus, or "both the spirit and letter of the treaty 
will be null. ‘ J 

What, therefore, are the advantages we can hold out to ourselves for 
the volunteer of our amity and protection to this oasis of the desert ? To 
have disregarded the appeal of Jessulmer for protection, to have made her 
the sole exception in all Rajpootana from our amicable relations would Lav., 
been to consign her to her numerous enemies, and to let loose the spirit of 
rapine and revenge,_ which it was the main object of all these treaties to 
suppress ; the Bhattis would have become a nation of jobbers, the Bcdouius 
of the Indian desert. Jessulmer was the first link in a chain of free star. 3 
which formerly united the commerce of the Ganges with that of the Indus' 
but which interminable feuds had completely severed ; the possibility of ig- 
union depending upon a long continuance of tranquility and confidence. 
This object alone would bars warrented our alliance with Jessulmer. Bat. 
if he look to futurity, to the possible invasion of India, which can be best 
effected through the maritime provinces of Persia, the vallev of the Indus 
will be the base of the invader’s operations. The possession of Jessulmer 
would then be of vital importance, by giving us the command of Upper 
Sinde, and enabling us to act against the enemy simultaneously with mr 
armies east of the Delta, the most practicable p.,int of advance into India 
VVe may look upon invasion by the ancient routes pursued by Alexander 
Mahmood, and Timoor, as utterly visionary, by an army encumbered ’ rilh 
all the material necessary to success, and thus the valley of Sinde presents 
the only practicable route. But it would bo a grand error, both in a poli¬ 
tical arid military point of view, to possess ourselves of this Valley, even if an 
opportunity were again to occur. It is true, the resources of that fertile 
region, so analogous to Egypt, would soon, under our marc gement main¬ 
tain an army sufficient to defend it ; and this would bring us at or 00 
mo contact with the power (Persia) which cling to us for support, and wiU 
bo an verse to us only when rendered nubservient to Russia ’ It were well 
to view the possible degradation and loss of power to Russia/in' Europe ' 
likely to afford a Ire* h stimulant to her anoient schemes of ori< 
disernent. By some, these schemes aro looked upon as Quixotic 
myself to be of ;he number. The better Russia is acquaii 
regions she would have to pass, the less desire will she evince for an mnier- 
talcing, which, even if successful! in the outset, would bo useless; for if. hr 00ll . 


mental aggran- 
and I confess 
aintv.d with the 


* The ntti'udo ftssuned by the energetic Government of Bombay, Mr. Elphinatou 
that occasion, will for a lone tin a r-roain u lesson Mv* triumvirate g"vimnpnt of s/j ( ) " 
To the Author it still appear* a subject of regret that, with the adequate prepauition \°> 
season, and every thing promising a certainty of the p.aciJl; ten o of Wd UasimffA* 

policy ehotdi have pi -vented the proper .• seition of our dignity, by chastising an insult* 
aggravated in every shape. A treaty of amity and mutual interoeurae was tiio result < f 

1 uia armumept; but although -I vt* years have diuoo tdopued, oar intercourae hug r main oil 
to utut'd gw i but this i no ground for quarrel, 
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oho could not maintain India. But, to me, it still appears imperof.^ 
-his poorer should formally renounce such designs : the state of perpetual 
preparation rendered necessary by her menacing position, being so injurious 
to our finances, is worse than" the actual attempt, which would only entail 
upon her inevitable loss. We lost, through our unwise economy, a noble 
opportunity of maintaining an ascendency at the court oi Gaubul, which 
vvould have been easily prevailed upon, for our pecuniary aid, to make over 
to us the sovereignty of Sinde (were this desirable), which is still considered 
a ^rand division of Caubul. 

But setting the political question aside, and considering our possession 
of the valley of Sinde only in a military point of view, our occupation of it 
would be prejudicial to us. We should have a long line to defend, and rivers 
are no barriers in modern warfare. Whilst an impassable desert is between 
rs, aod we. have the power, by means of our allies, of assailing an enemy at 
several points, though wo are liable to attack but from one, an invader 
could not maintain him3clfa single season. On this ground, the mainten¬ 
ance t. f friendship with this remote nook of Rajpoot civilization is defensible, 
and we have the additional incitement of rescuing the most industrious and 
wealthy commercial commimiiieB in India from the fangs of a happy : to 
whom, and th: enormities of his government, we return. 

No language can adequately represent the abuse of power with which 
ihe treaty hey armed the rapacious minister of Jessulmer, and it is one of the 
main instance* of the inefficacy of our system of alliances to secure prosperi¬ 
ty or lvo:i tranquillity to these long-afllieted regions j v/hich although 
rescue i from external assailants, are still the ] rey of discord and passion 
within. It will not be difficult, at the proper time and place, to make this 
apnear.* The Mehta felt the advantages which the treaty gave him, in res¬ 
pect to neighbouring states ; but he also felt that he had steeped himself too 
deeply in the Iblood of his master’* family, and in that of hi* noblest chief¬ 
tains* to hope that any repentance, real or affected, could restore to him the 
confidence of those ho b id so outraged With commercial men, with.the 
industrious husbandman or pastoral communities, he had so bug ^ forfeited all 
c la?m to credit, that his oath was not valued at a single grain of the sand of 

thoiv own desert dominion. . 

1 he bardic annalist of JRajpootana, when compelled to record the acts of 
tyrant, first annom.oes his moral death ; then conies the rue torn psychosis,— 
:-K> animating his frame with the spirit of a demon. In this manner is de- 
linafi t iit e fitmed Visaldeo, the Cho a n king of Ajmere. ^ Whether the Bhafcti 
minister willqbtain such a posthumous apology for his misdeeds, a future 
jbK >rian will Jo trn . but assuredly he is no' r mentioned, either in poetr} or 
prose, but as a vampire, draining tho life blood ot a whole people, h or a 
th rt time after the treaty was formed, he appeared to fall in with the march 
of universal reformation 5 brt whether it wa . that hk crimes had ou 
him from the sympathies of all around, or that ho could feel no enjoyment 


but in his habitual crimes, h soon gave 
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Htbafcwean article added to ihe treaty, garanfceciug ihe office of prime minister 
in hi* family, perhaps with a view to legalize hi> plunder ; but seeing > 10 hope 
of fixing an hereditary race of vampires on the land, his outrages became 
past all endurance, and compelled the British agent, at length, tQivnmi; 
to his government (on the 17th December 1821), that h- considered ihe nlli- 
nnce disgraceful to <»ur reputation, by countenancing the idea that such acts 
can be tolerated under its protection. Ho presentations to the minister \\\ ro 
a nullity ; he protested against their fidelity ; asserted in specious language* 
his love of justice and raero v • and recommenced his system of confiscations, 
contributions, and punishments, with redoubled severity All JBajwarm t- 1(1 
an interest in these proceedings, as the bankers of Jessuhner, supported by 
the capital of that singular class, the Palliwals, are spread all ov. • India. 
But this rich community, amounting to live thousand families, aiv nearly all 
in voluntary exile, and the bankers fear to return to their native laud with 
the fruits of their industry, winch they would renounce for over, but dm hu 
retains their iamilies as hostages. Agriculture is almost unknown, and com* 
racroe, internal or external, has ceased through want of security. The ? >.•. 
rf.venuo arises from confiscation. It is asserted that the minister haa amazed 
no loss than two crores, which wealth is distributed in (he \arious cities of 
Hindusthan, and has been obtained by pillage and the destruction of the 
most opulent families of his country during che last twenty years. IT has 
also, it is said, j -'csessed himself of all tho crown-jowein and pi\ ly a'.uo, 
which he has sent out of tho country. Applications wore continually being 
made to the British agent lor passports (peru-ands), by conmieieial urn, to 
withdraw heir families from the country. But all have sumo tic* which 
would bo hazarded by the ir withdrawing, oven if such a step ,vcn* othorwisi 
/rec f>om d inger ; for while the minister afforded passports, in oWum.c.e i 
vho wish of the agent, bo might cut them olY in the desert. This mulu.s 
many boar tho ills they have. 

We shall terminate our historical sketch of Jessulmer wilh tho details 
of a border-feud, which called into operation the main Condition *t)t tho 
British alliance,—the right of universal arbitration in the international 
quarrels of Rajpootana. The predatory habits of the Maldotes of Bare > 
originated a rupture, which threatened to involve tho two states i n v, ar rud 
produced an invasion of the Rahtorcs, sufficimuK serious to warrant British 
interference. It will hardly bo credited that this mrcri ,,sion v. hinh.U. „ 
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.....fiiorv. I >ut the Rub tores, possessing the rght of the strongest, about 
twoncy-five years ago exercised it in the most savage manner } for, having in- 
vtulod Barooi ihey put almost the entire community to the sword, without 
respect to age or sex, levelled the towns, filled up the wells, and cariicd off 
tlr : herds and whatever was of value. The survivors took shelter in the re- 
or-, - of the dese rt, ami propagated a progeny, which, about the period of 
connc-ctioi with ho British, re occupied their deserted lands, The minister, 
it i .sorted, beheld the re ’v d of this infant colony with no more favourable 
eye than did’their enemies of Bikaner, whom, it is alleged, he invited once 
m o . 1 1 their dm; ruction, Th- ! rwless habit- - f this tribe would have been 
as p. Vjcd bv the minister as Lis motive for desiring their extermination ; but 
I (\vo look back o. U'O , we shall discover the real cause in his haying in^ 
eurred the lasting amity of this olan for the fo il assassination of their chief, 
who bad been a parly to the views of the heir apparent, Rao Sing, to get rid 
o! .hie incubus un thf-ir freedom. The opportunity afforded to take ven¬ 
geance on the Maldotc.j arose out of a service indirectly m done to the British 
gova-nrlent. On nho revolt of the Peshvva, he sent his”agents to Jessulmer 
to purchase camels. One herd, to the number of four hundred, had left the 
B> r Lii frontiers, and whilst passing through the Bikaner territory, were set 
bv the Maldof.es, who captured the whole,and conveyed them to Barooo. 
ft..- saroely t*. be supposed that suoh an aggn >,sion on the independence of 
jjil.anor would haw prompted her extensive armament, or tho rapidity with 
which her troops pa?sed tho Bh&tti frontier to avenge the insult, without 
some private ignal from the minister, who was loud in his call for British 
interference , though not until Nokha and Bazoo, their principal towns, were 
levelled, the chief killed, tho wells tilled up, and the victorious army follow- 

, lt) 'i lv . suoocas by rapid march on poekumpttf, in which the fiscal lands 
bei.-an to sufi r. The minister then discovered he had overshot the mark, 
an i dainT- 1 <mr interference,* which was rapid fad effectual ; and tho 
Bikaner commander t) willingly co : lC at to retire 

-within bis own frontier, having effected more than his object. 

Tho tortuous policy, the nr v r ending and ecareely-to-be eomprehenued 
border-feudu of these regions, must, for a long while, genorato such appeals, 
foinc'. the. 1 .) ansoe luted bands attach n dishonour to their predatory protes- 
a;; I,, It ". ill 1 some time before they acqniro proper notions ; but when they 
discover there i-: no retreat in which punishment may not roach them, they 
-dli learn In tnnefih of cultivating the art of peace, of whose very name 
no tries i-xistfl in their history, 

Hi' ii'lvc- lad Sight of the Rawul, the tilde of the pvinoe of .Tessuiiner, 
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<54viHj$^'iusfc be ohe guidance of his minister by whatever process, The artful 
t deemed that it would redound to his credit, and bolster up hi. jfcer- 
est, to seek a matrimonial alliance with the liana's family ot 'Ifowar. The 
overture VJ£s accepted, and lhe coco-sycft]bol transmitted to the Jtawul, win 
jpur himseli at the head of the Bh itti chivalry to wed and escort hn brido 
through the desert. The Rahtore princes of Bikstfier and Kibholignrh, who 
were at the same time suitors for the hands of ano her daughter and a grand 
daughter of the Rina, simultaneously arrived at Oodipoori with t heir rea- 
pective corteges ; &nd this triple allimce threw a degree of splendour oyer 
the capital of the Seesodias, to which it had long been a stranger. (Juj Sing 
lives very happy with his wife, who has given him an heir° to bis desert 
domain, The influence of high rank is see n in the respect paid to the Harm- 
Vvnt-jl, (the title by which she is designated,) even by the minister, and she 
exerts this influence most humanely for the amelioration of her subjects^ 


CHAPTER VIK 


Geographical position of Jcssnlmcr.—Its superficial or, cf iU 

town *.— Population.-—h ^ntmer chug to desert. —Muggro, a rocky ridn'c* 
—traced from Catch.-Sms, or salt-manhes.— Kanaad ki r SAl~Pro 
luclions. •Husbandry.- —Jlf dn\ifacturc$. — Commcrce.— K uit a <*ara< 
vans.--Article? J trade. — llcA'^iuc^.—Laod and trand> f, { \,Dhanni 
or hearth-tax,— T l!hA\ t or las. on food. -Bind, (V forred contribution —Cap 
vens refuse to pay.—Enormous wealth accumulated by the minder ty 
•extortion:-* EstablishmentsEspenditinw— Tribes.— Bhatik- - T/rdr 
moral estimation.- -Personal appearance and dress.— 1 % ir r :c tiled ion 
for opium and tobacco —PulUwals, tkir history.—Numbers, \ altk cm- 1 
vloipnent^Curious rite or worship.—P«Hi fins— Pokurna B -al'mins 
MUe. -Eu,oiLr*—Xinfldne typical worship.— Raco of juK~ Ckslle of 
J 6 s suhner. 


1 J£ 5 *~ 5 °S nt f y " lffl,Sa i P f B f llonfc °!V lho ¥** oxt ^ Wnm 7 CC,|i) 

:ud30 R. long-., and between l ho } •.•v.dljs of 2*i g ai j *>7^ ,> 7 

lob though a small atrip protrudes, in the N, Y N hi'h v *-C 

Thii^egulnr surface may berougdw osliurtud t „ d n ^ n ,? x 

n uarc miles, The nun.!.» of low., . village, a-.! hamk-vs, -.en't-wd 

w ‘ d0 y x f’ P e f c « d "T 0 •■’"’-bvl .nut fifty; <,,„c i.uato U I' 
throe hundred, and 01 hers depress it to two hundred ; the m ,i„ 1" 

wide of the truth. To enable the reader to arrive ■ t a coiuslmmu , n to the 
p.pulvionof thi'. ‘region, \vt subjoin a calculation, from data fu>. bli.vl {■' 
fchob .st-informed natives, which was iv.-win in tho jvnr I'll;; - but wo lM ,,g 
add, that from the tyranny of /he mini-.; r, iho population '■(' • he "' .uni .; 
f which is nearly half she oeuntry), has been greatly diminished. 


* X had the honour of receiving; no v oral lettors tVom thi^ fuucti ot 1)10 cleoort, , \f\~ 
bo ho«* father a house and hl^ friends, ag 1 i,o buU obje .< ; nr su; "bn’g v ’.iUt tu v :. 

way the master of hor own an 1 nor hhsbuivl ^ destiny 
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— xxcootding ^o this census, wo have a population not superior to one of 
the secondary cities of Great Britain, scattered over fifteen thousand square 
miles, nearly one-half, too, belonging to the capital, which being omitted tho 
result would give from two to three souls only for each square mile, 

Face of the Country .—The greater part of fTcssulmcr is tliul, or root j 
both terms meaning ‘a desert waste/ From Lowar, on the Jodpoor frontier! 
to Ivharra, tho remote angle touching Sinde, the country may be described 
o,3 a continuous tract of arid sand, frequently rising into lofty teefua (sand 
hills), in sorno parts covered with low* jungle. This line, which nearly bisects 
Jessulmer, is also the line of demarcation of positive sterility and compara¬ 
tive cultivation. To the north* is one uniform and naked waste; to tho 
south, are ridges of rock termed muggro, rooe 7 and light soil. 

. The ridge of hills is a most important feature in the geology of this des u t 
region. It is t«» be traced from Gutch Bhooj, strongly or faintly marked, 

: cording to the nature of the country. Sometimes it assumes, as at Ohuh- 
fcun, tho character of a mountain ; then dwindles into an insignihcaii - « ’g - 
scarcely discernible, and often serves as a bulwark for the drifting sands, 
..hieh cover and render it difficult to trace it at all. As it reaches td tTra- 
sulmer county it is more developed ; and at the capital, erected on a peak 

ajont two In-.i)dred and fifty feet high, its presence is more distinct, and its 
character defined. The capital of the Bhattis appears s the nucleus cf a 
R, ;. T " 9 of ridges, which diverge from it in all directions for the spaco of fifteen 
miles One branch terminates at Ramghuv, thirty-five miles north-west of 
Jessulmer; another branch extends easterly to Pokurn (in Jodpo 0 and 
• thi.-ncc, in a north-oast direction, to Filedi, from whence, at inioiW if i, 
traceable to (Vuruala, nearly fifty miles duo north, it is a ydlov rod u ’l 

ti'eir houses 111 13 abundanl1 * Iouud > witl ‘ which the people dwt, 

, These barren ridges, and the lofty undulating Ueh>» of sand nro the 
•n,y objects which diversify the almost uniform sterility o ' these lavi.-ns 

u fc r c W nterp090 tbelr verda,,t fol i n S e to relieve the B ve, or shelter the •>»- 
ha,.sto.l frame ol thr traveller. It is nearly a boundless waste varied onlv 
hy a few stunted shrubs of tho acacia or mimosa family, aom. 

* r 1,: hly.'trapes^as the '.heoruUn- burr, which clings to his umment S 

7*^ A •», wh.-re 

m\v of (ho capital is aparrSU ' ’ rnis thj pros P 0Cr .- th ° ▼ 

1.here is not a running stream i.hrcuphout T<msh 1 , 
many temporary lakes or salt marshes, termed ,«>/ fiSod hi i'C 
of wat, vs from the sand-hills, which are easily •lIVm’eiKn t 0 ‘, v, , 

The) arc ephemem], seldom lasting out a few months • thou h ■\l) ' ‘ 

severe monsooa they hav. been known to remain throucbmii, 

ot th- " •, c lied the Ivam ^.d Birr, extends from Kiino ul to M u,, 't ‘ , ' li[ 
mg a space of eighteen miles, and in which -oma warn- r, .n-ios throuphottfe 


there ii tv 
collet .. n 


* Mr. PlphinBionc*«Wr.bo« !hc twt about i‘>,< KU 1 onn of tW ’ 

the Rhuttis, find one of the No-kali 3 /a? u-ca, or * nine oa lies of lit. do r t ■ nvoun’l Y d 
l»ilU t\b brave a r.olony ms re .rad and mriutoirud as eve.- earned Janco. R 
t 'm <1 of Poois.nl, V host son ovitJcfttoU that da vi, :o n» ' ol. 1. {,. 597 
T.lly wlse'b in. November api^red to Air. Klphinsroiu- without a ^1, 0 f 
n ■' ‘0 to yield good crops oi bujra. 
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, \l hen it overflows, a 3iuall stream issues from the Sirr, and pui - 
tmc.-. an easterly direction t r thirty mi’es before it is absorbed : its existence 
depends on tho parent lake. The Salt which it produces is the property of 
the crown, and adds something to the revenue. 

Soil husbandry, and products. —Notwithstanding tho apparent, poverty 
of this desert soil, nature has not denied it the powers of production ; it is 
, voa favourable to some grains, especially the hajra, which prefers a light 
Jand-. In a favourable season, they grow sufficient for the c .mgnmption of 
two and oven three years, and then they import only wheat from Sinde ; 
qVhon those parts favourable for bajra have been saturated with two or three 
be .vy showers, they commando sowing, and the crops Spring up rapidly, *h-3 
('anger is that of too much rain when the crops are advanced, .or 
hr/in" Httle tenacity, they are often washed away. The bartiof the sand¬ 
hill > kf doomed far supc'ior id that- of Hindusthdn, and prejudice gives it a 
ureferened even to wheat, which doe3 not bear a higher prico, at times of 
dc’vcitr. B o:jra in plentiful seasons, sells at One and half a mauuds f;r a 
y'. vn > but this does not often occur, as they calculate five had seasons fol‘ 
ft good c oo J ooar is also grown, bud only in the low Oats. Cotton is pro¬ 
duced in the same eoil as the bajra s It is not generally known that tb s plant 
>-mires but a moderate supply of water , it is deteriorated iu the plains of 
from over-irrigation: at least such is the idea of the desert-farmer v i 
perhaps does not make sufficient allowance for the cooler substratum of ii.9 
sand-hili". compared with tho blade loam of Malwa A variety ^ Ffls* 
, ldw „n in ■ sheltered sides df the itvbcw, as mono, moth, ye.-, also the oil-plant 
f tU) ftrd abundance t f the goivar, a diminutive melon* not large itnii a ben a 
which is sout hundreds of miles, as a rarity. Arouud tho capital, and 
(ho ridges where soil is deposited or formed, and where they dam-up 
< - v\ion are grown considerable Quantities of wheat of Very good quality, 
andgm-deeotuffs. Barley n,d prom are, iu goad sea-one, reared 
in small quantities, but rim is entirely an article of import Atom tL v x \Y 

■ of hmlarxb -/.-Where the soil isligbf, H will be cm eluded that 

, implements are simple They have two kinds -1 plough tor one 0: U6 
1 e . f, 1 ,. fo, tt e c mieli which aniihftl is most in requisition. They tr ad out 
°ZT''miv with ox n, as in alt p..rfc of India, And not infrequently they y»ke 
J|, 0 p-.f-.io (rj their /wherries, or carts, and pass the whole over thy gram.. 

V. imfwUtrc^ -There is little scope for tho ingenuity of lb* mechaim hx 
tin-tract. 'They make cotton ololhsputthe raw mat end is alow it all export,c< . 
i'li irirafld arti'’.le ofnun.ftvitiire l, from tlio wool of fc * 

,! , (I e«. r r -which ift fabricat'd into looes, or blcnk-ts ^irfs,' petticoats, tml»u 
am i platters are made from a mineral ended abo»r t a 
Gulc'iT'ous" subntfcAo® * of a dark chocolate ground, with light hrown 
■ /. p . . a Stripes;'female orr.anv.mfc?. of o'epbant’s tooth* and«rms ©fan 

, uulu.y. The? comprehend the artificial uroduc-tinns of this desert 
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arises from iLs position as a place of transit between the eastern coun¬ 
tries, the valley of the Indus, and those beyond that stream, tlio Kv.ltc . 
(the term for a caravan of camels) to and from Ijydrabad, Rory- Bekher, 
Shikarpoor and Oofccb, froratho Gangetic provinces, and the Punjab, passing* 
through it, The indigo of the Doab, the opium of Kotah and Malwa, the 
famed sugar-candy of Bikaner, iron implements from Jeypoor, arc sported 
to Shikarpur* and lower Sindo, whence elephant’s teeth (from Africa), dates, 
coco nuts, drugs, and chundus,i* are imported, with pistachios and dried 
fruits from Bhawulpoor, 

Revenues and taxes.— The personal revenue of the princes of Jessulmert 
is, or rather was, estimated at upwards of four lakhs of rupees, of wbicl; 
more than ono lakh was from the laud. The transit duties were formerly 
thelmost certain and most prolific branch of the fiscal income ; but tho bad 
faith of the minister, the predatory habits of the Bhatri chiefs proceeding 
mainly from thence, and the general decrease of commerce, have conspire 1 
nearly to annihilate this source of income, said at one time to reach three 
lakhs of rupees, These imports are termed dan, and tho collector dannie, 
who was stationed at convenient points of all the principal routes which 
diverge from the capital. 

Land t 'ix.—-.From one-fifth to one-aoventh of rhq gro:3 produce of tho 
land is set aside as the tax of the crown, never exceeding the first nor fall¬ 
ing .short of the last.§ It is paid in kind, which is purchased on the ' pot 
by tho Palliwul Brahmins, or Banias, and tho vhluo rcmiUc4 to tlyo 
treasury. 

Tho third and now the most coriain branch of re venue is the 
dhooa, literally ‘smoko/ and which wc may render ‘chimney or hearth tax ’ 
though they have neither tho ono nor the ether in those regions. If is: 
termed , tkali, which is tho brass or silver platter cut of which they eat, and 
is tantamount to a tabic allov/ancc. It nover realizes above twenty thousand 
rupees annually, which, however, would bo abundant for tho simple faro ol 
Je^aulmor. No house is exompt from tin* payment of this tax. 

Dow.—There is an arbitrary tax levied throughout these regions, urn* 
;ersVi’y known and detested under tho name of dind, the make-woighl of all 
their bn Tpts of ways and moans. It was first imposed in Jcssali.VT in 
1S80 (A,). 1 * 74), under the Io . ■ odious appellation of "additional dl 
and tho amount was only two thousand 
levied from the monied interest of Jio oapital. 
their share, but tho Oswals (the two chief n:: 
were forcibly sent up to tho castle, and suffered 
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seven hundred rupees, to 
The Mahesris agreed to na 
van tile classes) holdin g ou 
___ ty 10 ignominious punishmn 

* .Abikri t pro •, the gat comraeveUl roort of tho \ a!'03 of Sindo 
I (Jhmdm iff 0 sce nted wood for rialiaj, or ‘ ohaploty. 

X I have no correct data for 1 atiroaung the rcrcnuon uf tho ehicu'uini 
ally almost dom^o 1 ho luv.d-rtsvenue of the primes in the other htru. 3 uf 
about two lakfe?, which ought to bi ing into (ho field sevop hundred h*-. ^ , 

§ This, if strictly true rind followed, is according to ^noicufc principles : .Hh'nn or 1 •, 
#ho sixth. I could have wished Colonel Briefs to have known thin Pncr, • ion hr Uu ~ 1 f 
on hia cxco^enfc wovlr on : tl)-* .f/and-, ,i\: of fmlhihut it !».*..I oiuiwly urcai ;• i ,- )v • 

ion. In this most ivr- deco '\c-v of lUiidoifc! an, in ' i»ut> of vs?:ion, it is curi m \* ° C ] 

serve tho adherence to primitive on stn : u. Tlv . e not ..-a on tho -voitroes of revenue in Jhacnlt 
aer wore communicated to mo so fa back as L8U. and t laid them be' . the Ih \ Q 
unmeet iu 181 l-ll 
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ae baslinafo. They paid the demand," but^immediately on their release 
entered into a compact on oath, never agtin to look on the KawuFs (Mool- 
raj s) hoe, which was religiously kept during their mutual lives. When ho 
passed through the street?, of his capital, the Oswals abandoned their shops 
and banking-houses, retiring to the interior of their habitations in order to 
avoid the sight of him. Thi3 was sbrenuousiy persevered in for many years, 
f nd had such an effect upon the prince, that he visit d the principal persons 
of this class, and “ spreading his oarf * (pulla pusaaona)>* intreated torgive- 
uoss. giving a writing on oath never again to impose dhul, it they would 
make the dhver: a permanent tax. The Oswals accepted the repentance of 
fh- ir pr nee, and agreed to his terms. In S. 1841 and 1832, his necessities 
com,’eking him to raise money, he obtained by loan, in the first period, 
twenty* seven thousand, and in the latter, forty thousand rupees, which he 
faithfully' repaid. When the father of the present minister came into power 
ho endeavoured to get back the bond of his sovereign abrogating the obnoxi*’ 
O'js dvut, and offered, as a bait, to renounce the clhooa , The Oswals placed 
more value on th * virtue of their instrument than it merited, for in spite ot 
the bond, he in 8. 1837 levied sixty thousand, and in 18r>:g eighty thousand 
rup.-es. A visit of the Kawul to tho Ganges was seized upon as a fit oppor¬ 
tunity hv his subjects to get this oppression redressed, and fresh oaths were 
nr ie by tho prince, and broken by the minister, who has bequeathed his 
rapacious spirit to his son. 

Since tho accession of Gnj Sing, only two years ago.f Salim Sing has 
ext a >v\ fourteen lakhs (,*£149,000)- Burdbhan, a merchant of great wealth 
and rcape i-abilify, and whoso ancestors are known and respected through¬ 
out Raj warr.a as $iahoocm* % has been at various times stripped of all ins 
riehea by the minister and his father, who, to u.so the phraseology of the 
fc.er.1, r< will never bo satisfied while a rupee remains in Jessulmerd 

HsUdlishmcnto, Expenditure .—Wo subjoin a rough estimate of tho 
household ustablisraerrt, &c. of this king. 


Burr*.......... 

jwOzge’ SirdarS. .••.. 

Sebu dir.* or lerccna;iasj).. 

Household horse, 10 olephapts, 200 camels, and chariots. 
i ; yO jiaigaor horse.... .. ..... 


Rupees. 

20,000 

40,000 

73,000 

86,000 

60.000 


* Pui'f p'l.siona, or ‘spreading the cli-ih cr scurf/ is the figurative I: oguago uf intreaty, 
Ii'O 1 i t:;avf.<jf :hc gan.wni. proparuo)y > 1- !. .o ho?,'I thereon iu 

Cuticti i»< j f ’oi' snbrrii*Riori. 

I Thai wu : vrilt Mi in lh^l 

f Th.: Dta'r in-aufioft the wh -Jo household or personal attendants, the guarju und ulavtvi 
0 'Im v rec vo ration;. of fond, and iv kw U]> tho rest of lUob subjiatepc*' by labotn ir. tuo town, 
\i ie jj . v oouni i.i of about. I/JOOj.jople, oud is e.*v i mat oil to co >>0,000"rupee* anoally. 

I * i. y.;; ir-Sirdm an allowaoeu t». rnied .or‘dinner, to tl.* 1 leudtil nv«!«..in" wl-o 

(•' nil tho 1*. vt. ••rUK-rly L'v hud no order up’-u tin.. iJ..nni.\ or Wot. « <>l 

liMUi'ti-uui iw ; but being vew-Uous* Pans* :.li, mini: .-.,- »..> Uwul Obaitiu. oomrainail d -or 
'* i mv 1 ;, rr.rWn/. with feho :.v.k of ihopcv.M, ir.-.u, lmh’ a rdv.r rupee, to .-even 

i U|»'o» »•« ’ , daily. iiia dddjui ^menfc i;j ralouluted at !0,000 rupee* .lanuaUr- 

il h* h.iuiiir.u Ull .- ul :ei«i:y‘soidiom Iu tho fort, of whom I/.00 aro o.thnnted to c.at, 
1 rilpi'vti -.iniuialiy 
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^*ni f s or queens establishment.. 15,000 

The wardrobe...-... 5,000 

Gifts. .,,... . 5 ,0()0 

The kitchen...... 5,000 

Guests, in hospitality...-. 5,000,, 

Feasts, entertainments,..... ... 5,000 

Annual purchase of horses, camels, oxen, fee. . 20,000 

Total ... 7 Rs. 2,91,000 

The ministers and officers of government receive assignment on the 
transit-duties, and some have lands. Thru whole of this state-expenditure 
was more than covered, in some years, by the transit-duties alone ; which 
have, it is asserted, amounted to the almost incredible sum of throe lakhs, 
or £30,000. 

Trilr $.-~We shall conclude our account of Jcssulmcv with a few remarks 
on the tribes peculiar to it; though we reserve the genera! enumeration for a 
sketch of the <ie 3 crt. 

Of it* Rajpoot population, the Bhattifl, we have already given an out- 
lino in the general essay on the tribes/’ Those which occupy iTo present 
limits of Jessulmer retain thoir Hindu notions, though with so* o of 

laxity from their intercourse with tho Mnhomedana on the northern and 
western fru tiers; while those which long occupied the north oast tra: 
o\v irda Phoolra and the Garah, on becoming proselytes to Talam o«'*wd to 
have either intercut in or connection with the parent state. The Bhai l 
has not, at present, tho same martial reputation as the liautore, Ohohai . or 
Seeiodia. but he is deemed at least to equal f nob surpass the CuG wiha, or 
any of its kindred branched. Nirooka or Shekhavat, There are occasional 
instances of Bhatti intrepidity as daring as may b^ found amongst anv ottn »• 
tribo ; witness the feud between the chiefs of Poogut ami Mum lore, Uiu 
tais changes not the national characteristic es oonveni. mally established : 
.iGugh were wo to go bam. to the days of chivalry and Prithirak wo show hi 



. ^ o --jypoor bad live wivo« of [}/ stor k and 

^ 1T~‘t humous s.vu,ro«l or reputed, has a Bhattlani his mv,!-...-. 

Dress --The dress of the Bjhttis consists of a jamah, uv funo’ >i whiU 
cloth or cbintaa roach* ug to the knee ;tho or oriiv'uKo, tWM' :,<> * 

nigh a-'! to pres- nfc no appearance of waist ; o-vsers very l,»ox\ and in many 
lokis, drawn tight at the uncle, and a turban, genera iy of a suarl t colour 
rising conically full a foot from the head. A. dagger F stuck in the waist- 
bar.d ; a shield -is suspended by a thong of deer skin from the left shoulder, 

*' ud the sword is irirt by a belt of the same material. The dross of h\ 
common people is the dhoti, or loin-robe, generally of woollen stuff, wuL a 
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ankai-s or JEsauLMta. 

the same material as a turban. Tho dress of the Bhatiianis which 
discriminates the sex, consists of a nhagra, or'petticoat, extending to thirty 
feet in width, made generally’of the finer woollen, dyed in brilliant red, with 
a scarf of the same material. The grand ornament of rich and poor, though 
varying in the materials, is the chaori , or rings of ivory or bone, with which 
they cover their artns from the shoulder to the wrist.* They are in value 
trot, sixteen to thirty-five rupees a set, and imported from Muska-Mm.dvie, 
though they also manufacture them at Jessu m&r. Silver hirns (lnassivo 
rings or anklets) arc worn by all classes, who deny themselves the necessaries 
„{ life until they attain this ornament. The pooror Ksjpootnis to very 
jruayoidine, and assi-t in all the derails of husbandry. 

The Bhat-ti is to the full as addicted as any of his brethren to the immo¬ 
derate use of opium. To the nmlpani , or ‘ infusion/ aucc eds the pipe, and 
they continue inhaling mechanically the smoke long after they are nsensible 
to all that is passing around them ; nay, it is said, you may scratch or pin'll 
them while in this condition without exciting sensation. The hook-; \is the 
•desert to the umlpani ; tho panacea for all the ills which can overtake a 
Raipoof, and with which he can at any time enjoy a paradis - of his <>wu 
•roat ion. To ask a Bhatti for a whiff of his pipe would be deemed a direct 




Ptdliivah .-Next to tho lordly Rajpoots, equalling them in number* 
and far surpassing them in wealth, are the Palliwals. They ere Brahmin*, 
and denominated Palliwal from having been temporal proprietor* of J alii, 
and al! its land*, long before the Rahtores colonized Marwar. Tradition is 
silent .is to the mam or in which they became possessed of this domain : but 
it is connected with the history of the Pali, or pastoral tribes- who from tho 
t, v/i. of Palli to Pali'hana, in Sanrashtra, have left traces of their existence ■ 
nnd I am much mistaken if it will not one day bo demonstrated, that all the 
ramitioalions of the races figuratively denominated Agmcula were i all in 
origm : more) especially the Chohans, whose princes and chiefs for ages re* 
i lined be distinctive affix ol Pal. _ 

Thuse Brahmins, the Palliwals, as appears by tne Annals of Marwar, 
h,.«itbc domain of Palli when Seoji, at the end of the twelfth century, in* 
va r ’to<i i hat bnd from Oanouj, and by an act of -treachery first established his 
• ,of It is evident, however, that he did not extirpate them, for the cause 
of their migration to the desert of Jessulmer is attributed to a period of a 
M how dan invasion of Marwar, when a general war contribut ion ' ! 'vd) 
i>ing imposed on th inhabitants, the Palliwals pleaded caste, and refn d. 
'J.'u's exasperated ihe Raja ; for as the’r habits were almost cxclu -ivci■■ u i( ” 


* 'pi,'* chuiri of ivory, bon*, • " shell, is the n ut ancient ornament of tho lndo-Scythic 
liaaip.;, tvi.l upiieu.'i. in -W tniilpcure and painting. T much '.ruck wi'n «'» Minca. 

n i vt,f ilrl Gothic olitirch at itoiasne, in Lau*n«doc. rho porch :<i the only p ut 



In exuoutbu *T*pt«nr)x bo they &*'»**"• . ... • ^ 

tho tonrf i'io ^rhdli or necklace, up.swen.mc tho boH,o. .1,« jw«»«»..ae ( . 
t Uu,\ ,„;1: a- 1 live been .loscril i„g. To .-bom/ nt th; VisigofP. can ne ascr.be them 
J<- w,t lull oavply tho conlWtiii.fr >*•»*«■ of ’I"* Asiatic vy- d'mt.uod •« ch. a M-C 
UJ hi -.-Cl -'MiuropcP 7 v UO o:umtra a ' ’ whonro intoi-eaUd in traoi;-* 

tuualc^i. tov :1 , ohttroii at Moiaaao 1 .’.okp»- '.an;* koowo a a an oLjrot of ovnoi^.y 

th* ndglj«‘ t.rkocnt 

v Sec j»r j n o 3. 
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their staleo y&s greater than that of the reat of the community, and 
lio threw their principal men into prison. In order to nvenyo this, they had 
recourse to a grand chandi ) or 'act of suicide *; but instead of gaining thou’ 
objecr, he issued a manifesto of banishment to every Pallivral in hid domi- 
nions. The gr a.-r part took refuge in Jessuliner, though many settled iu 
Bikaner, Dh.it, ;ind the valley of Sinde. At one time, their number in 
Jcsau liner was calculated to equal that of the Rajpoots. Almost all tlu in¬ 
tern d trade of the country passes through their hands, and it is chiefly with 
their capital that its merchants traded in foreign parts. They arc the 
Metayers, of thu desert, advancing money to the cultivators, taking Iho secu¬ 
rity of the crop ; and they buy up all the wool and r/kee (clarified butter), 
which they transport to foreign parts. They also rear and keep docks. The 
minist r, 8a im Sing, hai contrived to diminish their wealth, and consequent- 
ly to loo3e t he main support of their country's prosperity. They are also 
anbject to the visits of the SJoJ dotes, Tejmalotes, and other plunderers ; bu> 
they find it difficult to leave the country owing to the lvstrictive c, rdou of 

Mehta. The Talliwais never marry out of their own tribe ; and, directly 
contrary to the law of Menu, the bridegroom gives a sum of money to he 
i^tli'*r of the bride. It will be deemed a curious incident in the history of 
sup rstition, that a tribe, Brahminiby name, at least, should worship iho 
Jridle of a horse. When to this is added the fact, that the most ancient 
coins discovered in theaa regions bear the Pali character and the effigies of 
the horse, it aids to prove the Soythic character f the early colonists ot these 
^Sions, who, although nomadic (Pali', were equestrian. There r litilo 
£be Pallnvai Brahmins are remains of the priesfca of the 
a draco, who, m their pastoral and commercial pursuits, Lave lost then* 
apmtuai power. 

1 okurna Brahmins —Another singular tribe, also Brahmihicm, ig rho 
t ! n T ‘. rna » of whom it is calculated there arc fifteen hundred 10 tv,o thousand 
amines in Te*sulmer. they are also numerous in Marwar and Bikaner and 
are scattered over the desert and valley of the Indus. They follow W- 
ou.turul and pastoral pursuits chiefly, having little or no concern in trade. 
„\ e u: |boir origin la singular it i 8 said that they wao Biltiar; 

r ,h ° » d , lakeofl>08hkl, r or Pokur, W'which m,. they' 

obwue tho favour of the dotty and the grade of Urahmins, with the title 

o ' „iok v 'R. d?‘ 1 H b ‘" f ° bjl 2 ° f ? m * ,Ion!a,io wo «kip. the kfwdata, a kind 
0. pjcK-axe ui-d m digging, seems to favour this trail ,cior». 

• or Jits.— The Juts here, as elsewhere, form a trreufc rni-t or ■,]». 
agri .jltura! population : there are also various other tribes which will bo 
l.L'.f.jr dtaonbfld in « gonoral acoount of the desert, * * 

Castle of Jcssulmtr. The castle of this desert Lin» is «r«cNd 
on an alnwi, insulated peak, from two hundred and fifty ket in hen.lt;, 
a strong wall running round the crest of the hill, ft "has four . ; atea 
«>ut very few cannon mounted. The citv is to the north, and is surrounded 
by a seaerpvuna, of circumvalafcion, encompassing a iipac. of nearlj three 
miie.-s having thrte gates and two wickets. In tin city arc some good houses 
fMonging to rich merchants, but the greater part consists of hunts. . t, 0 
'ids palace is said to possess some pretension to grandeur, perhaps con: nr# 
tlve * V-dre he on good terms with his vassalage, he could collect for us do- 
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lenbSfiVO thousand infantry and one thousand horse, beside* has cftmol- 
eonjs ; but in many be doubted whether, under the oppressive system of the 
monster ,-hohasse long continued to desolate that region, one-hall of this 
lorce could be brought together. 


# It '.r.a l» cn rej ortod that tho dagger baa since rid tho land of it:.' ..yrant. this v -a: t u 
f-u riiulo, if theocil is accomplished. J-ven a.-agination tesea much of its odious eba-.ar- 
ts" wbcT rosortvd to for /iuoi> a. p\upo»o. 
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OF THE 

INDIAN DESERT. 


CHAPTER I; 


General aspect.—Boundaries and divisions of the defert,—Probable , twot-w 
of the 6bv«k oasis.— Absorption of the Caogar rim\—The t->oni t 
sail-river. I he Rum, or Rin,—Distinction of that and rooo -Thul of 
tk: Loom, Jhulore. {kwancki.—lAcehohk and Mm'secu.—Becnmal l/m -' 
hanchorc. •Bhadrajoon. — MchvbOt—Bkalotra atul Tiluurrr,.- .I’cndoeat: 
Gogadto ca-thd.— Thai of Tir.-vmv.—Thttl of Khemtr, -M allinath-ca- 
Ihul, or Barmair.—'Khtni/u'.r.—Jiinah Ohotvn,—Nuggar (JtoJiral i 


xt H'Wr.n never penetrated personally further into the heart of the desorb 
th:i ? Mun< , lorc * * th ' -ucient capital of all Maruu.slhnli, the old castle of Hissor 
on its norf,'.-eastern frontier, and Aboo, ISTelirwalla, and Bhooj. to the scat 
it may be neoassary, before entering upon the details, to deprecate the cluuU 
of presumption or inoompetency, by requesting <reader to bear hi m4 
that my parties of discovery have traversed it in every direction, adding to 
their journals oi routes living testimonies of their accuracy, and brit^im- t0 
nic natives oferery thru lrom Bhutnair to Omurkote, and front Aboo to 
Arore. wish it, however, to be clearly understood, that I look upon this 
? *. mtc outh “°> which, by shewing what might be done, may stimulate 
lurthui research ; but m the existing doarth of information on the subrm 
1 have not hesitated to send it forth, with its almost inevitable “ v i ‘ H 
rust) a pioneer to more extended and accurate knowledge ‘ ’ ^ 

After premising thus much, let commence wirt. A„;i ,. , , , 
for the masons already stated, should have been comprised in the / to , wU » ^ 
cal portion oi the Wotk, and which, trough irr-devani to the l 
are too important to be thrown into notes!’ 1 m^ add that /i ’" , ^ 
formed, partly from personal observation, but ch'iellv v h l , 

cubed above, have beer, confirmed by the picture drawn hr *l?"vuT‘*' 
(one to las passage through the northern desut in the <ni{, .J' 1 ,T 

which renders perfectly satisfactory tome the views I before n ■ L T 
may bo well, at this stage, to mention that,some slight reiAlvf', " 
occur as w a prOtaed, hav ing incidentally noticed many of the churmterh 


* The journals o 1 all thoao roilboS, wii-h others of ecu', ml *n>| Wcf^ou; fried Y 

*oder*to.i»zad folio volUua frov which anitinurBiy oi*th -j r» W iuiw ur.M bo’c^ U . ' u 
It • iYiwj xuy infcel Jon to bavo drawa up a xno*o pcifcr:. »»nd dotmkd mup irom th hl< J‘ u uUitl, 
1CAl D*’bi<T: the* attempt ! M-.y aro now dcpnrTod •’ bo archives of i - C0>1 ( m; 

bcr -A if judiciously used, t. fill up t^onR void in\k<j ;,nu r map of India '* f,u Im V 

Jomniiuidt, * v tv1? 
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:V<;ivt #63 of the desert in the Annals of Bikaner, which was unavoidable 

the nosition of that state* . 

’The hand of Nature has defined, in the boldest characters, the limits of 
the great desert of India, and we only require to follow minutely the lino of 
demarcation ; though, in order to be distinctly understood,. we must reneat 


the analysis of 


o: death.’ The nwru v. --rrrr, 

‘and or drv land,’ which last, in the corrupted dialect ot those countries, n 3 - 
come3 thill the converse of the Greek oasis, denoting tracts particularly 
~ eri'c Each thul has its distinct denomination, as the 'thul ot Kawur,’ the 
‘i*V 7 of - *o T a ’ &c. ; and the cultivated spots, compared with these, either as 
io number or magnitude, are so scanty, that instead of the ancient Roman 
simile, which likened Africa to the leopard’s hide, reckoning the spots there¬ 
on as the oasis, I would compare the Indian desert to that ot the tiger of 
which the lohg dark stripes would indioate the expansive belts of sand, 
elevated upon a plain only leas sandy, and over whose surface numerous 
thiwy*peopled towns and hamlets are scattered. 

Maroosthali is bounded on the north by the flat skirting uhe Garah ; on 
t’ c couth by that grand salt-marsh, the Riri, and Eoliwaira ; on the east by 
the Ara/alli ; and on the west by the valley of Sinde. The two last, boun; 
A„irr are the most conspicuous, especially the AravalU, but for which impcui- 
vien' Central India would be submerged in rand; nay, lofty and continuous 
w chain, extending almost from the sea to Delhi wherever there are 

TOijs’me o depressions, these floating sand-clouds are wafted through or over, 
‘i d from a little thi'l even in the bosom of fertility. Whoever has crossed 
i >,, D5W n r. u - ‘I’orik, where the .-and for some miles resembles waves o! that 
sea will comprehend this remark. Its western boundary is alike defined, 
rod will recall to the English traveller, who may be destined to journey up 
.« , .,n „ ,,r >|,n Words of Nanoleon on the Lybian desert “Nothing 

•Kj»u jor Lbia iiubGtHutft M 1 ^bonoe, in journnyii^ noithwara a ong 

, ... tl) ify.irahad to Ootoh, the range of vision will bo boumlod to 

thoci by tv bul work of sand, which, rising often to the height of two bun* 
dre<l f.-eu ivbo.’o the level of tho ri. r, leads om to imagine that the chasm. 

ow fa rui ii,fr l hi-: rich valley, must have originated in u sudden melting of H 
the phv ’era of Caucasus, whose congregated waters made, this break in tho 
cmitmiutv of Maroorthali, which would otherwise bo united with the desert" 

of Araohofffa. . . , , ,, 

Wo may here repeat '.he tradition illustrating he geography o< the 
dofloft 1 (■■ that in remote ages it was ruled by princes ot the Powar 
*amw ai r co, :l id. th »lw, or verso of the ban), recording tho names of 
the -lii,e fortresses (NoWfi M nroo-ea), so admirably adapted by thmr ntffl - 
tion to maintain these regions in subjection further corroborates. \\ e shall 
tip>»at. it of its metrical form, and being with Poogu 1 , t<> the noi h, A um oi , 
; n Lie ernt’-e of ml Maroo ; Aboo, Khc-raloo. and Parkur, to tl.. south 
' h,i. Omurkote, Aroiv,and Lodom, t ■ the vest ; too i os^i,v, of; Inch 
• IV noaiks the sovereignty of the r.esert Uw antiquity of *Ks legend 
is •mi noVt^fi hv rim r-missi-m ->f : 'I modern cutes, the presm» ; cap, al of the 
Bliatti- n.-V b4«g mentioned. Kwn Louorv.-. and Aroiv, cities for a^s in 
•ruins, ar«s name;- known only to a few who frequent the desert-: and Uotun 


the term Maroosthali, the emphatic appellation of this 1 3gioa 
2 word :a compounded of the Sanscrit mn, ‘to oie/ and xthali, 
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our research, 


■ heraloo,* but for tho traditional stanzas which! excited 
might never have appeared on the map. 

VVe purpos to follow the natural divisions of the country or those pm 
p.oyec by the natives, who, as stated above, distinguish them as thiJ/- 
alter describing these in detail, with a summary notice of the principal -owns 
Whether ruined or existing, and the various tribes, conclude with the chief 
lines or route diverging from, or leading to, Jessulmer. 

the whole or Bikaner, and that port of Shekhavati north of the Ara 
v d h are comprehended m the desert. If the reader will refer to the man 
and loo- for .be town <»f Kanorh within the British frontier, he will see wh£ 
Mr. Llphinstone considered as the commencement of the desert 
terestmg expedition to Cabul.f -From Dolly to Oanoimd (the Kav or h 
of my map) a distance of one hundred miles is through theBritish do ml 
mens, ano need not be described. It is sufficient tow/ that thltT 
fry is sandy, though not ill cultivated. On approaehincr^anonnd^ w 

th. fc* .pccimen ot tke 4m* <o wbiob 

B,il " before re.ding U>»t pl.,o wo cl t d 

w 5 rSt -'" er8c “ TCKd " 1 ‘ k WsAk. .Wrard,™. 

pi . o se s.ind, rising one after another like the waves of the aea ud 
marked on the surface by the wind like drifted snow. There were r oa J 
rong .hem, made solid by the treading of animals ; but off the road our 

horses sunk xnto the s md above the knee Such was the opening menT 

the out., of the embassy was by Singana, Jhoonjoouoo to Cholroo “ w ?, ' 
hey entered Bikaner. Of ShcLshavnt* which he had jus eft Mr F -1 " 

tom- eavs : “it seems to loos* its title toV included in' he ^ i)h,ns " 

pareci with the two hundred and eiuh<v m ;iJ'u - d, - d0lt . when com- 

and Bahawulpur, and even of?!o„UtZL f T' T T tcrn 
.I-Itituto of inhabitants, water, or r^rtnim. OnHS^Ttom" 
to Poogul was over hills and valleys of loose and heavy iSd” 
f’xactlv like those which fllY* <3lr>m Iwino .1 V.. Jt * ^ hil|^ wero 


exactly like those which are sometimes KcdL thewS of the T 
;l r ; .Ufcacd by the wind ; and in summer the \±\ 


1 M L ‘ > lh “ u <*bool. nd ba»r or juiubo which altogether fd • "l 11 

'H..o t!mt .sometime nmaUrifoil t v, i( | ure M 1 ' them i n appear- 

“ “" ■ on « occasionally meets with a villa. m ir „„ ,!u- tho lll0at bill.’, of 

vw round huts of straw, with low walls and 
• i’orn Ih« description of tho northern portion of tb, . , . 

■ .or whose gre *.t characteristics arc accvi ■ .rid • f ,•. h ' ««- 

reader to h-m a more correct notion of‘whi t foflowT? '* J1 " ,!ubl ° , th ° 


nu\ can bti given to % 
comcal roofs, like litth stacks 


; gtfss&ssssLfc ss:»* •*-—-v - 


! Onr matches, says Mr. filphiaatant, “ware selucrm vary lnu» mi, . 
twemy-six miles, end tea d u >st nitesu , i n ,t tho fat-'Ui. vri.i. >- oiw mw / » fc v lf 

•i*. ;.o,nnn ii. (lie 4 wm<*. Ourii„ 0 , when in tho oli-.-t orrl,r'/ W P f' bore r... 
■Ad. v wind, we trnveUrd we.iU much, to avoid the sami-hills It, n,i„ h ™ ‘ 011 fr* ; »<* 

° c nm «i 8 (? oi “g «*»**» ar ‘d if an animal stepped to one side, it .nil , An' ro ' 

®«. '**■■■ &e,-~A<*ou*i <4 Me KinfUm »J C«u,M, Yvl. b p. le. b in tb* p. 
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With these remarks, and bearing in mind what has already been paid o 
the physiognomy of these regions, we proceed to particularize the various 
lit ils and 'asis in this “region of deaths' It will be convenient to disregard 
the ancient Hindu geographical division, which makes Mundore the capital 
of ,'1/a roostiiali, a distinction both from its character and position better suit- 
,;(] |.o J\.?»u hirer, being nearly in the centra of what may be termed entire 
(i 'srrt. It is in fact an oaeis, every where insulated by immense masses ot 
(Iml some of which arc forty miles in breadth, without the trace of man, or 
amrht that could subsist him. From Jessulmer tic shall pass to Marwar, 
and without ( ing the Looni, describe Jhnlore and ^ewancbi; then con* 
duct the reader into the almo t unknown raj of Parkur and vira-bah, 
uovrniO' 1 b • princes of the Gholmn race, with the title of Rana, Thence, 
skirting tho political limits of modern Kajpootana, to the regions ofx-hat anc 
Oomut-soomra, now within the dominion of Sinde, we shall conclude J“h a 
ver, slight sketch of Daodpotra, and the valley of the Indus. These detai.H 
,,-ilf . eceive further illustration from the romarks made on overy town or ham 
i r \y. hng from the ''hill of Jessoh" ( Jessulmer ). Could the beholder, took- 
ing west warn from this ' triple-peaked hill.’l across this sand / ocean to the 
blue water, (»U* of the Indus, embrace in his vision its whole course 
h im Hvdrabad to Ootoh, he would pcroeive, amidst these volleys of sana- 
j.illi little colonies of animated beings, congregated on every spot which 
water renders habitable. Throughout this tract, irom lour hundred to five 
hundr-d of diopnal breadth, are little hamlets, consisting of the waiter id 
huts of the shepherds of the desert, occupied m pasturing «**$***£ 
cultivating these little oasis for food. He may discern a long line of camel* 
/railed \iiiiciT a name bettor known than cither kafda or carvxin ), anxiously 
'oilin'' Ihrourrh the often doubtful path, and the Charun corn uctor, #1 cat • 
■ ° ,v : -a knot on die end of his turban. He may discover, lying m 

. band of Scliraes, tho Bedouins of our dessrt ( sehra), either, mouptr 
r ' n m o! or horses, on the watch to dispoil the caravan or engaged » 

I J • dm Tocmu.a.'ion of driving off the flocks of too Rnjur or Mangulia 
shepherds^ peacefully tending them about tun or or hunting for 

liioorodnco scored amidst the huts of the ever-green )Jtal, which serve at 
p ;J. , train pits a»d shelter from the sun. A migratory band may be seen 
fli. iiv with their flocks from ground whioh they have exhausted, in scare i 

of fresh pastures; , , . . . 

"Am! it the following day fcliay cbanco to find 
A nowropast, or an un tasked paring. 

Will bio?* obtir etar*. and think it Junir 

Or Mi$y raay bo : oen prepanDg 

l of fh$ir N riidian hvethern, or qiu . . < t * 

] j ir ; r li-tio oasis, of which they maintain sovereign possession so long :,s die 

pustm.' lftats. or till thoy COino 


ir etar^. and tl ink it !um ■ - 1 

the mlrtv, a mess quite analogous to tb »•'**- 
m, or quenching their thirst from the IIVT of 


in conflid'j .’ih some niorc pov 


Brful 


fri.m t 


ftflpS; 

u!’!L h ci . 0 pause to consider whether iu the hah, bawa, or wak, of the 
. flr-sera inayint b. found the oasi* of the Greeks corrupted by 

r.|* as written by Bekoni (iu his account of the Troyan desert, 


t. U , 1 . ctM « : u.i,c»r - ... - raj 

f.iiilo .loarcliinj for truiplo °f Ammon), fill •in. Oi 


terror 


•' V " . pitbofc L nk-.c.l Oi. li.* roci; * n which Un castV, of iwr '*-r ie orr.a»d' 

1 A. n'u ' . . p* ouhy ’. vijulitr. ic in*.; lnd“i • 
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designate \V:>ter in those ari i regions, us par, ro.r, th\ d or ,'/•//, 6^ r - 
lawa , all but the latter are chiefly appiicabl to springs or poJs » 

water, while the last (icah), though used often in a like sense, applies mm j 
t (a water-course or stream, EL icah , under whatever term, means 
kilter* Again or <h?, is a term in general uce for a pool, even not unfro 
qiiently in running streams and large livers, which, ceasing to flow in dry 
weather, leave large stagnant masses, always ca’l d cl There are many uf 
the stiearns of Rajpootan.i, having such pools, paHicularized as hai! A, i.f 
‘elephant-pool/ denoting a sufficiency of water even to drown that unit d. 
Now the word de or dry, added to the generic t rin for water, uah y woi-U. 
make vxxdey (pool of water), the Arabian term for a running stream, u nd 
commonly used by recent travellers in Africa lor tlvhabitable spots, if 
the Greeks took the word wadey from any MS., the transposition would ' o 
easily accounted for : ivadey would be written j and by the addiuen of s. 
point wazey } easily metamorphosed, for a‘* euphonous termination, into 
oasic *" 




At the risk of somewhat of repetition, we must here point out tim f-\v 
grand features which diversify this sea of sand, and after dof ning uu: didVr- 
ence between vooc and thul } which will frequently occur in the itiucrniv, id 
once plunge in mediae res. 

We have elsewhere mentioned the tradition of the absorpl ion of the 
Caggar river, as one of the causes of the comparative depopulation of th- 
northern desert. The couplet recording it I could not - ecall at the time, no.* 
any record of the Soda prince Hamir, in who- reign this phenmnonm 
said to have happened, but the utility of ihc.se ancient traditional roup 
let3, t-o-whi h f have frequently drawn the reader's attention, li s < tin o- <m 
happiiy illustrated, for the name of llamir hasb. cn incid mildly di-cnYoiwi 
from the trivial circumstance of an intermarriage rel; d in ino Bhaill 
annalij. His contemporary of.Jessulmer was Doosauj, wlio su ;-oed;d in S 
1100 or A D. 1044, so that wo have a precis3 date assigned, s ipnosiny tbi. 
to b ?.th: Hamir in question. The Caggar, which ri s in .he Kewuluk, jins.-<i 
Han si HieSwir, and flowed under the walls of Bhutaair. at v Inch iffim • Vv 
yet Iua: their wells in its bed, Thence it passed Rung-mahd, Bullur and 
it hoc*ra, am. 'hrough the i its of Khadal (of which Derrawul is tlr. capifd 


' Whcr [ penned tins oonjoctural eoymolo^v. 1 was not a ware dial nuv rpc-ulnit m 1 \1 
b,,n made upon tLi* wuH.l fin t,.ho v, vo:-. tl, M. U„ K i e < «„ - !\w*' , 

oasis (variously written h', tho C * ;cks x u, u c : .? -sis ini h u ' ; ■, jy, M ,‘ v \|, 0 j 

and Dr. V&tt, in a soiic? of interesting ot.ym i -,v .uur .-isi-itA- J„ , >1 m - i*■ , ■ , 

vairi {v,,rtl *’ l \ ' <•<> *’ihab t-’ V > 1 and / it a a • . quaai ,m^ cU *i 
idend S;r VV. Ou-i! y gave me nearly the bruno Hi^nilioafcjo i oC J* 


Johuson n edition of Hichardaon, viz. a valley, ft dejcH, a cliuuuol of a 


iiiad. jr. 

Kjq .ar. 


mfoy-aUfalir, • the great river/ corrupted into Gua-laiquivor, wi.i.•*., cxampl. i« n i Ht . 

given ?rt dTTorhel.»t (aao Kadi Odinmcn), and by ThnmpKon, win, lr\oo« ibo .-j; 
through all the langun<fed of Europe— the Saxon -icr.' r, the Greek V r ’ n r< tin, 1.1;»udi* , 
the Slavouic.iuod-(whv no© ar.d '>der; ‘ a ri'\*r ) . e riv ml,, r, t!|l A ^ 

vvu ‘ a river—or she 8a iscrit >vah. j and if Dr. W. will *efer to p •> U i f Ur* ] :or,vary \\r> 
Will fiud a-lngulov linnu-i- n of »r , e.ymo» . : .Vj hi th'--. v,.»rd K'' . ..•) applied 

Of these hahitahh- spots. The word bu v ; n, a!:.a o! '.sequent oc-'-ur -in th ^ .y laj 

to ii:h:d)iv ; t t «i, a’ 1 ia^abitU/t : or a i\ bftbita' toil.. 1 ’hau -. doiiv 1 p* .\, x , . llu ( , 

Pliable to au oaais, 
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itself according to some, below - Qotcb, but according to Abu- 
enfc to explore in 1809, and who crossed the dry bed of a stream 
Khtgguv, near Shahgurh), between Jessulmer and Rori Bek her. 
If this could be authenticated/we should say at once that, united with the 
branch from Dura, it gave its name to the Sangra, which unites with the 
Lconi, enlarging the eastern branch of the Delta of the Indus. 

The next, and perhaps the most remarkable feature in the deaart, k the 
liooni, or San river, which, with its numerous feeders, has its source in the 
Springs of tho Aravalii. Of Larwar it is a barrier between the fertile lands 
and the dc3crt ; and as it leaves this country for the thul of the Chohan3, it 
divides that •ommunity, aud forms a geographical demarcation ; the eastern 
portion being called the Raj of Sooe-Bah , and the western part, Farkur, or 
ijty&ftd the KJiar , or Looni. 

u We si l 1 hereafter return to the country of the Chohans, which is bound¬ 
ed to tho south by that singular feature ia the physiognomy of the desert, 
the Runn, or Kin, already slightly touched upon in the geographical sketch 
prefixed to this work. This immense salt-marsh, upwards of one hundred and 
iu r mile in breadth, is formed chiefly by tho Looni, which, liko the Rhone, 
altor forming Lake Loraan, resumes its name at its further outlet, and ends 
as it commences with a sacred character, having tho temple of Naruyan as its 
embouchure where it mingles with the ocean, and that of Brahma at its 
source of Foshkur. The Runn, or Rin, is a corruption of Arctnya, or 4 tho 
va.ite/ nor can any thing in nature be more dreary in the dry weather than 
tb\; parched desert of salt and mud, the peculiar abode of the khnr^udpz, 
,r wild ass, whose love of solit ude has been commemorated by an immortal 
pon» Taut this enorrnou;i depository of salt is of no recent formation wo are 
informed by the Greek writers, whoso notice it did not escape, and who havo 
prcoorved in Erinos a nearer approximation to the original A rttnya than 
f -• bi our ‘Riii or Runn. Although mainly indebted to the Looni r or its 
feeders aro oovorprl with saline deposits, it is u!so s n ppbcd by the over flow- 
i , m of i ho Tudus, to which grand stream it may be indebted for its volume 
©f wucer. Wo have here another strong point of physical resemblance bet 
4 vcon tho valleys of the Indus and tho Nile, which Napoleon at once referred 
the simple oporationa of nature ; T allude to th* origin of Lake Mcerl% a 
design too vast for man.* 

As tho reader will often meet with the w r ords thul and rooe > ho should 
be ac | aaiided with the distinction between them. The first means an rl 
and b ure desert j the other is equally exprocsive of desert, but implies the 
presonoc o( natural vegetation • in fan , the jungle of the desert. 

Thul o f Hit Lorni .—This embraces the tracts on both Bid.os of tho r.o vV, 
fanning' Jhalcm and its dop'mdonoios, Although the region south of the 
jt: :,jih oanaot be included in the thul, yet. it, is so intimately on. ucc-v l w’-tb 
it. that wo shall not forego the only opportunity we may have of noticing it. 

« " "hfl tTMutosfc breadth of th< valley of tlic Nile id four leegnu' tho leaet, out :** aotbat 

7’»:»rMon r/ The vallev or Sinde equate the lm*grst of the Nile. Egvnt alone 13 

fayjt hurv l ad ..ighL miJlionH </inli*Uitfut« ; what. ih*.u might Smdo nmintaia ! The OejJ- 
*"* i*I >i ; til vtamanivy, as described by Bo u .* • iuc, io exocily that of Kajpoctaii • the v|U 
' '-.off i. ...ou» T to a .7 uue on »vhou. the prince may borrow t-h. \uo peiu anr-ry 

' tu t w)i.* Hui»nrioi' ; a ,d arc the actual proprietors of the eoil: amnk ; ; ft 1 ' tho rqfO* 
uiiti oomrnotioits, Vieir iviiog<-’ arc mi h.frin;*od " TM* U|jhfe (*ull obtaining/# 
wrt-/ V; io‘!oph # wsii /csfcoiod by Sesukxi5. 
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, . J v^, halore.— This trace id one of the most important divisions of Afarwftp. 
It w separated from Sewanchi by tbe Sookri' r nd Khari,* which, with many 
smaller streams, flow through them from the Aravali and Aboo, aiding- to 
fertilize its three hundred and sixty towns and villages, to; ming a part of f be 
fisoal domains of Marwar. Jhalore, according to the geographical etaiuu so 
often quoted, Wa3 one of the ‘nine castles of Maroo’, when the Prainar held 
paramount rule in Maroosthali. When it wan wrested from them wo hava 
no cluo to discover ; but it bad long been held by the Cholians, whose 


celebrated defence of their capital against Alla-o-din, in A. D. 1301, ir 


recorded by Ferishta, as well as in the chronioles of their bards. Tuij 
branch of the Chohan race was called Mallani, and will be again noticed, 
both here and in the annals of Harouti. It formed that portion of ..he 
Ohohan sovereignty called the Happa Raj, whose capital was Junah-Chotun. 
uonneoting the away of this raco in the countries along tho Loon" from 
Ajmere to Parkur, which would appear to have crushed its Agnicula biolher 
the Pramar, and possessed all that region marked by tho course of tho 
Rive- ‘ to Parkur. 


So7iafftV,the ’golden mount,’ is the more ancient name of this caotlo 
andwnf adopted by the Chohans as distinctive of their tribe, when tfc. 
older term, Mallani, was dropped for Sonigurra. Here they onshrined their 
tutelary divinity, Mallinauth, ‘god of the Malli’ who maintained hi* position 
until the sons of Seoji entered these regions, when the name of Sonagir vvo-.a 
exchanged for that; of Jhalore, comracled from Jhulindornauth. whose- shrine 
is about a eo.ss west of tho castlo Whether Jhalinder-n&th, ‘the divinit.y of 
Jhalinder,' was imported from tho Ganges, or loft aa well as the god of tho 
Malli by tho cc-dcvant Mallani?, is uncertain : but should this prove to be n 
remnant of tho foes of Alexander, driven by him from MoGtan + 
probability is increased by tho caves of Jhalinder (so celebrated m. t Hi 1( j u 
pilgrimage even in Baber’s time) being in their vicinity. Bo this us. . u\y 
the Rahtores, like the Roman conquerors, hovo added these imbgci.oua 
divinities to their own pantheon : a drawing of Mallinauth is given from tho 
sculpture of Mundore. The descendants of tho expatriated Sonigurras n v 
occupy tho lands of Ohcvtulwano, hoar thc/«rai of the Loom. 

Jhalore comprehends the inferior districts of Sewancli, Bcunmal, Pan- 
chore, Morseen.. all attached.to tho \thalisa or fisc , besides the great jwk . 
or chieftainships, of Bhadrajoon, Mohwo, Jessole, and ftindri—a from of 
ninety miles in length, and nearly tho same in breadth, with a fair soi', 
water noar the siirfcoe, and requiring only good government io make it m 
productive as any of its magnitude in these regions, and sufficient to dofiav 
tho whole personal expenses of ihc Rajas of Joel poor, or about , ir I at of 
rupees: but in consequence of the anarchy of tho capital, tho corruption 1 l 
tho managers, and the raids of the Sehrees of the desert and th--- Meet as of 
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* MoolUn sn<t .lunali (Chotun, qn. ChobsuH. vnjbavn tbo w 0 <- -1 >n. 
abode, and both v • e oo i>>e<l by the tribe of «»lh or MaP v»t, to ho «.l 
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\]([ the Vravnlli, it is deplorably deteriorated. There are several 
a S uj ( on one oi which is tho castlej traversing the district, but none unit- 
inic »vlr.h the tableland of Mewar, though with breaks it may be traced to 
nc V Abuo. In one point it..shews its affinity to the desert, i. c. in its vege- 
l . e )rod actions , for it has no other timber than the jleaf, the babool > tho 


' t aini u .her sbrnbs of the thvl. 


The i po.to.13t fortress of J halo re, guarding the southern frontier;, of 
\[. rv. ir, .* an Is on the extremity of the range extending north to Sewanoh. 

is Irorn three to four hundred feet in height, fortified with a wall and 
bosihns, on some of which cannon are mounted. It has four gates; that 
from the town 'vj-pol, and to the north-west is the Bal-pol 

*t!n gate of Bid/ the sun god), where there is a shrine of the Jain pontiff, 
i\v..wV,netb. 'lb. ro are many wells, and two considerable baicarics,. or re- 
v v.ir-: ;l go r d water, and to the north a small lake formed by damming-up 
tho streams fr in the hills * but the water seldom lasts aboveJialf the ? ycar. 
Tho f. >wn, which contains three thousand and seventeen houses,, extends on 
the north and eastern side of the fort having tho Sookrie flowing, about a 
Jr iic eas»: of it. It has a eircumvallation as well as the castle, having gun ■ 
f i it3 dcjcncf ; and is inhabited by every variety of tribe, though, strange to 
My, tffiru are Only five families of Rajpoots in its motley population. Tho 
Allowing census ■ .as made by one ol my parties, in A.D. IBIS » 
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LmliBy or oilmen, here called ghntcld .. 
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__ capital. The country requires no particular description, being of obc 
same nature as that just depicted, In former times it constituted, together 
with N'.goiv, the appanage of the heir-apparent of Marwar ; blit* c, nriJ 
setting up of the pretender, Dhonhui Sing, both havo been attached to th 
fisc : in fact, th^rc is no heir to Marco ! Ferishta mentions the defence 
Sewanoh against the arms of Alla-o~din. 

MacholalF and Morseen are the two principal dependencies of Jhalovo 
within the Looni, the former having a strong castle guarding its south-east 
frontier against the depredations of the Meenas , the latter, which has Mho 
a fort and town of five hundred houses, is on the western extremity of 
Jhalore. 

B eenmal and S anchore are the fo\o principal subdivisions to the south 
and together nearly equal the remainder of the province, each containing 
eighty villages. These towns are on tho high road to Cutch and Quszent 
which has given them from the most remote times a commercial teFlra \\ 
Beenmal is said to contain fifteen hundred houses, and Sanchore abour half 
the number.. Very wealthy Mahajuns, or 'merchants/ used to reside here, 
but insecurity both within and without has much injured those citing the 
first of Which has its name, MuZ (not Malil t as in the Map), from its wealth as 
a mart. There is a temple of Baraha (Varaha, the incarnation of tho hpg), 
with a great sculptured boar, Sanchore possesses also a die tin u. celohvitv 
from being the cradle of a class of Brahmins called Sanchora, who aro tha 
Glaciating priests of softie of the most celebrated temples in these regions as 
that of Dwarier;, Mathura, Poshkur, Nuggur-lVivkur, to, The uinu* of 
Sanchore is corrupted from Sati-pura, Sasi, or Suitce’s town sai l u K 
very ancient. 5 

Bhadrajflon .—A slight notice is duo to tho principal tiefe of Jhulotu-- 
as the fiscal towns of this domain. Bhadvajoon is a town i.f ;iv<* 
dred houses (throe-fourths of which aro of tho Meoan class),situated i., tho 


'li p N /% * .I 7 • * Uli v li 4 t U * t uCtl I 

midst of a cluster of hills, having a small fort. The chief is of tho Joda 


'an 


his fkf connects .lhaloro with Palli in Godwar. 

M eho > is a celebrated littlo tract on both banks of the Looni ami ono 
ot tho first p sessions ot che Rfthtpres. It is properly speaking, in Rowan, 
fhi t> wlu.h it pays a tribute, besides service when required. The chief »f 
Mehwo Ins the title ot Uawul, and bis usual residence is tho town of Jessole 
Morut o.ng « dr yf and castle of Sindri, also or the Looni, tv.e, i vTwo 
miles south of Jessole. A feud reigns between them : thttr olaim * 


T\U 


or 
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;hts, and the con.srqtmneo is that neifcimr can rosM 0 At \k v 
the domain. Both chiefs deemed the 
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when this in. nvdr was written (1818) ; but it i.;, to bo hoped tho'v ha\V- 
i,he danger, if not tho error, their ways, and will turn"- cuii r M i” 
fori lie traces along the Salt River,’which yield wheat i oar. and l.a 
abundance. ’ ' ' ’ 

Bhcdotm, Ttlmrra, are two celebrated names in the geography of 
region, and have an annual fair, as renowimd in Rnjpootana as that .u Loli .-sio 
in Germany, "hough called the Bhalotra nv:U (literally, ‘an n,an,nblar\>. 
eonoourse of people’), it was held atTilwarra, several miles south, noar* * 
island of the Looni, which is sanctified l.y a shtino rtl ' M >n;,. n n, ^i.* 


, °, •, ncav an 

lallmath,'the divinity 


Omitfc.fi in tho map. 
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fMalli/ who, 6-) already mentioned, is now the patron god of the 
tores. Tiiwarra forma the fief of another relative of the Mehwo family, and 
B'i ; tra which ought to belong to the the- did and may still belong t-o 
Ah-.va, the chief rcble of Mar war. But Bhalotra and feindri have other 
claim? to distinction, having, with tho original estate of Drounara, formed 
the fiAof Doorgadas, the first character in tne annals of Maroo, and whose 
descendant yet occupies Sindh. The fief of Mehwo, which includes them all, 
lated at fifty thousand rupees annually. The Puttaets with their vassal¬ 
age occasionally go to court, but hold themselves exempt from service except 
au emergencies. The call upon them is chiefly for the defence of the frontier, 
of >yhich they are tho tin iswara, or lord-marchera, . f 

frn'iwati .—This tract, which has its name from tho Rajpoot tribe of 
*. cr .do, t! ' chief branch of the Purihn.s,(the ancient sovereigns of Mundore , 
extends Vo. r Bhalotra north, and west of the capital, Jodpoor, and • • bound¬ 
ed on the north by the ihul of Goga. The thul or Eendovati embraoes a 
since of about thirty moss in circumference. , . , , ... 

Gog idco-ca-thul .—The thul of Goga, a name oelebratcd m the heroic his¬ 
tory of the Chohans, is immediately north of Eendovuti, and one description 

«■ - 

cmiidLil iuligta. ’Thobo..rfahoonJ, and •“““’JSS 
V • 1 n They collect rain-water in reservoirs called tanka, whi.h they 

, obUgod to use sparingly, and often while a mass of corruption producing 

T,t Sb "diL,; ia tV eyea M, rat- and a (oommtedby »s to roUmdij 
nr mVht-blindness * far with the return of day it passes on. 

T,’ J’td of Ttrruroe intervenes between that ofGogadeo and the present 
frontier of Jessulmer, to which it formerly belonged. Pokurn is the chief 


Frorr-ror or essuimer, tu m-nu iu juuubu; -- -- 

0{ Tirruroo only but of all the desert interposed between the two 

S ; Tt.e "onft-rn - ***^»2£ 


f.!!", 1 th 'Tcucribodi'but i s northern portion,‘end more especially for sixteen 
^ •, atv mSSund the city of Pokurn, are low disconnected ridges of 


, £ * JSSonrfS on which stands the capital of the Bhattis, 

*rSv* *r ^ c'' - ^dy huirddkw 


The name^f Tirruroo is ; erived from tirr, which signifies moisture, humidity 
f - “ c. nnm or the spring themselves which ho from this roae. P°kurn, 

fbito the history of whoso family wc have so 
fidiy cntoied in the annals of Marwar), is a town of two thousand house o 
sarroundt i by a atone wrll, and having fort, mounting several g"r« on its 
Jr. Under the Vest side of the . .wu the mhabftarft^v ^ 
,, PU v..ai i,-/it in i.h se regions of running water, though only in the rau y 
S o?-ou ‘or fcissoon ■aJrbed by the sands, Home say i comes from tho 
,'i,r of I’anoed, others from tho spring m ho r >gx ; at ^ events,^ ..t 
\ . .*_i > ri ,j nii'miitul suD^ilv ot water from the wells oxca^ted in 

bed 9 ' Tho chief Of Pokurn, besides its twenty four villages c^SrJT- 

fcvt ” ^ fToftK-ai i a the hands of tho 

bra -Jim ni rif.ii, tuki n r o* o _ 


f he actives 


vbifb ftloo 


" f ■ Im ■■d b. 

firm* i i 1 1 r . iiyw of lior#08. * havo 


no . ./I it 


i be can»iid i„ % *:nmll fci,r-a.1-li!my/orm, w' 
an it iu the horso, tuoviug about w.th great velocity, 
h the fliquoaus huniour* 
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aalun. Three coss to tho north ofPokurn ia the village OfRamdoora r.o 
*'' oin ;l hrine to Rnmdeo, one of the Paladins of the desert, and which 
attraot? people from all quarters to the me!a, or fair, hold in the rainy month 
of Bhadoon. Merchants from Koratehy-bundur, Tuttn Mooltan, Shikarpur 
and Cutch, here exchange the produce of various countries : horses, camels* 
and oxen used also to be reared in great numbers, but the famine of 1813’ 
and anarchy ever since Raja Maun’s accession, added to tho interminable 
feuds between tho Bhattis and Sahtores have cheked all this desirable inter¬ 
course, which occasionally mado the very heart of the desert a scene of : oy and 
notivity. 

T/ml of Kkiwur.—Th'is thul, lying between Jessulmer and Barmair 
and abutting at Giraup into the desert of Dhat is in the most remote angle 
of M&nvar. Though thinly inhabited, it possesoes several, consididerablo 
places, entitled ;o the name of towns, in this ‘abode of death. Of these, Shoo 
and Kottoroh are the most considerable, the first containing throe hundred, the 
latter five hundred houses, situated upon the ridge of hills, which wav In 
traced from Bhooj to Jessulmer. Both these towns belong to ohiefs of the 
natitore family, who pay a nominal obedience to tho Raja of Jodpoor. At no 
distant period, a smart trade used to be carried on between Anhulvi anr. 
Katun and this region ; but the lawless Sohroes plundered so many k,■,/(/.a 
teat it is at length destroyed. They find pasture for numerous flocks 
sheep buffaloes iu this thul. 

. » MaLi-nauth-ca-thul or Barmair .—The whole of this region was formerly 
inhabited by a tribe called Malli or Mallani, who although asserted by somo 
to be Rohtore in origin are assuredly Ckohan, and of the same stock’as tbr 
ancient lords of Junah t Chotun. Barmair n, reckoned before th, 
mine, to contain one thousand two hundred homes, inhabited b\ all olwra 
one-fourth of whom were Sanchora Brahmins. The town is situated in the 


feet in height. 


same range uj Sheo Kottoroh, hero two to three hunched 
i-ram Sheo to Barmair- there is a good deal of flat intermingled wit Mew 
tesb«* of find, which in favourable seasons produces enough food for oonsnmp- 
tiou. Puddum Sing, the Oarmair chief is t'.. n oW », ,i„ 


J n JltT S "’?’ th » Oarmair chief, is of the same stock or thosn if 
Shoo Kottoroh and Jessolo-; from the latter they all issue, and he oak- a , 
thirty-four villages in hi* feudal domain. Forme Ay a danme which Tl - 

tolerably good tv rting which the Bhattis from « £2 )^7 ( Kl ° n 1 

ed, than with their own heal, whoso officers they v-wy df^Vormosr'^ ^ v 
when a demand is made upon them for dim/ . on which w-.Stl.^T * 1 
di3< am to crnl in the assistance of their desert friends, tho tjobracn. 'through 
out the whole of this region, they rear great numbers of j- ^ ran-ols 
which find a ready market m every part of India. ‘ ls 

Kherd/Mr.—t 'The land of KJar' * has often bean mentioned thn 
annals of these states. It wasiu this distant r ook that the Rahfcoroa fir ,; 


_ * JSswed, in *U probability, from the Rnperabaudunt ••res of tho rtogurt ten7 - Th 
And dhwr, ‘la -i. r 16 in also calied /.-/ic: xloo, but Mon? p/f^erly Kluv... i, ■.')< 1 '’’ w[ \- 

'*• «brab >f groa . atih.y i ihwc It : li.itrim^nL podn mydlar in apnea ‘ 

0i - do libi nam, ihey god vert iato foed. ]> [., m <. iloctod »o in ^rticlo .f "+ i 
brouzo upon its t viga, and the wicd cuakcp the hutm 
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/shed themselves, expolhng the Gohil tribe, which migrated 
If of Cambay, and are now lords of Goga and Bkaonuggur ; and instead 
of steering ship of the desert’ in their piracies on the kajilas, plied the 

Great Indian Ocean, even “to the golden coast of Sofa la,” in the yet more 
jiefmou* trade of slaves. It is difficult to learn what latitude they affixed 
to the ’and of Klier/ which in the time ol the Gohils approximated to the 
Loom; nor is it necessary to perplex ourselves with much niceties, as we only 
mo ihe names for the purpose of description. In all probability, it compre- 
h ’.d jd the whole space afterwards occupied by tho Maliini or Oh oka ns, who 
f imdcd Junah-Ohotun, &e. ,which we shall therefore include in Kherdhur. 
Khealoo, the chief town, was one of the 4 nine castle: ot \Iaroo,' when the 
Vra a «. was its sovereign lord. It has now dwindled in to an insignificant 
viiGge containing no more than forty houses, surrouneded on all sides by 
hilL * of a black colour,” part of the same chain from Bhooj. , 

Junah Ghotvn, or the‘ancient’ Chotun, though always conjoined in 
nam:, aia two distinct places, said to be of very great antiquity, and capitals 
rf the pa sovercigofcy. But as to what this Happa Raj was, beyond the 
bare fact of its princes being Chohan, tradition is now mute. Both sti.* 
rur :?!t tho vesLigcs of large cities, more especially Jnnah, ‘ the anoicut, 
which is enclosed in a mass of hills, having but one inlet, on the east side,, 
where then; are the ruins of small castle which defended tho entrance. 
There arc likewise the remains of two more on the summit of the range 
Thu mouldering remnants of mundivs ( tempi s ), and bawo/rls (reservoirs,. 
3 o ,v choked up, all bear testimony to its extent, which is said to hav* inclua- 
od twelve thousand habitable dwellings ! Now there are not above two hum 
Jred hut; on its si*e, w hile Khotun has shrunk into a poor hamlet. At 
ibbor/nu!., which is at the farther extremity of the range in which arc Junah 
and (jJiotu.i, there is a singular place of worship to which the inhabitant 
/lock on tho -. j, or third day of »S awun of each year. The natron saint is 

whose means some grand victory was obtained by 


cTlod AUundeo, through 
the M-illani. 


The irnmediu' objects cd veneration are a numb % r of brass 
uwamook/ti from h ivmg tho ‘heads of horses ranged on the top 


die 

oc n mountain called Allundeo. Whether these may turner 
f So>'thir. ancestry of the Mallani, as a branch of the Asi> or Aswe race off 
Central Asia, can at present be only matter of conjecture. 

)S T Uyj jf rGooroh. —Between Birmairand Nuggur-Gooroh on 
Is one immense continuous tlnil, or rather rood, containing deep jungles of 
khyr, or khcr, kaijri, Icurecl, keip, phoke, wh>S3 gunn and berries arc turned 
to account, by the Bhils and Kofis of the souths 
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\med as prevailing at the 
have left these remote regions 


years/ 
k*s, or 


seat of government {or :-he ia>t thirt 
entirely to the mercy of the des3rb i. 

thrown soarccless lawless lords: in hot, it only excites our astonishment 
how man can vegetate in such a land, which has nothing but a f w s:rr*t } or 
salt-lakes to yield any profit to the proprietors,. and the excellent camel pan 
tures, more especially in the southern tracts, which produce '.he best bread n 
the dosorfc. 


CHAPTER \\A 


Chohan Raj.—Antiquity and nobility of the Chohan: of the aw,/. -I'l'nrn- 
sion and population of the Rajs — N t u i jgur.-—Bnnl t a*in'.-—Ch<ira.rd.-~- 
Face of the Chohan Raj.—Water. — Production** — Tnhobiiuut?.— K.nV< 
and B /iilti. — Pithily. — T/nds of Rhat and Omm^oomra. — Depth of wellfi, 
—Anecdote.—Cdy of Aror>>, the ancient capital of S Rule. — Dynasliej of 
the Seda, the Soomura, and the Sttmma princes. —T heir o ; >:bq\u> >. -hi 
/erred to be the opponent* of Alexander the Gveat } and Menander .— 
f.ir^et.it of Wat id tahe* A .ore. — Onuirkotc, io hint or;;. — T. 'oe ; of 
Sinde and the desert. —])i>Yas< — V druoa or f/uiuca worm. — Prod •<(,’- 
animal aw/ vcyetaUe , of the desert,- Daodputva, Itinerary, 

Chohan Ra \.—This sovereignty (raj) of theChohrms occmues :1 k most- r . 
mote corner of Rajpoot an a, and it?, existence is now for the first time uotm-nr], 
As the qnaiity of greattes3 as well as goodness is, in a great measure, rela* J 
tive, the raj of the Chohans nny appear an empire to the looser Clrofr ' f 
the desert. Externally, it is environed, on the north and east, by the tracts 
of the Marwar state we have just been sketching. To the soutlHBu:* c ir h 
bounded by fColiwarra, to the south hmnmed-iv by the Rin, anti to iV* . • ,d 
by the desert of Dhat. Internally it is partitioned iut r two distinct go. ,*nj- 
aenU, the east j u being term d V ira-Bah. e nd the western. from -bs poui 
lion ‘across the Looui,’ Taruur which appellation v njoiued o Nuggur, is 
also appiicd to the capital, with the distinction of Sir-Nuggur, or nmtropuluj. 
This is the .Nogar-Varkcr of the distinguished Rennr l, T piuv vir l m > 
early stay of our b ccicomao s,iih these regions by an enterprising r ie. ii h- 
jniup named Whittington. 

The Chohans of ihis desert boast the groat antiquity of i hoar s-p io- 
inont, a3 well as the nobility of their blood: they have only 10 refur (u 

mined upwards t< ; we year.-, in my servmt. and w o tHtWul. ablo ml h n.vji in tha ,lv 
’ assigned them, ns jem.ido.rs of daks, or suprr»nten<]cr,t;i of p. /.u, Whiob ;,r many 

ye around- r my charge when at Bmdia':* court, a at t imo fromil- Uung<i<, to 

P ja-dav, through the Viostfiavau? and littled<aov. .1 roguns • Uid!*' B .d ! k H > . UH > n w 
). drilled to aid ir th^ao Usenet i.-.s, I found nothing ineurmmiuhhm. 

* Vr til I <\r ‘liovititd. *nid • * or hlk ar.‘«yn«mvnuu • all r 1 ut, Hu *un'f ivo> .* 

Uuvo never A hi t<m Had.:, or gah-rivulela, in K.ljpuOUuu, iU-k h only one liooui. Tln> a. a i* 
' v ®U r nn.d calltjrf th« J>m<i •/""» ‘-b sfi*' water, 1 •• A n*xm-y mi, meUnmrpUoMd imo KAM 
i>«ni t or uu,) hi a ok v.fttou' which is By uo j inv^miic^ut. 

V \ii 
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Rae and Beesildeo of Ajmere, and to Prithiraj, the last Hmc 
(sovereign of Delhi, to establish the latter fact; but tho f ret we mu3l leave 
to conjecture arid their bards, though we in ay fearlessly assert that they 
were posterior to the Sodas and other branches of tho Pramar race, wao 
to u 11 appearance were its masters when Alexander descended the Indus. 
Neither is it improbable that the 3Ialli, whom he expelled in that corner of 
the Punjab, wrested ‘the land of Kher ’ from the Sodas’. At all evonts, it is 
r-'rtain that a chain ofOhohau principalities extended, from the eight to the 
thirteenth century, from Ajmere to the frontiers of Sinde, of which Ajmere, 
Jtfadole. Jhalor • Sirohi and Junah-Chotun were the capitals ; and though all 
of these’ in their annals claim to bo independent, it may be assumed that 
some kind of obedience was paid to Ajmere. We possess inscriptions which 
justify t-hia assertion. Moreover, each of them was conspicous in Moo3lcm 
1,, or from the time of the conqueror of Ghuzni to that ofAIia-o din, sur- 
im"‘d 'the second Alexander.’ Mahmood, in his twelfth expedition, by 
Mo", au to Ajmere (whose citadel, Fcrishta says "he was compelled to leave 
in tho ban Is of the enemy”), passed and sacked Nad ole (translated Buzwe) \ 
ami the traditions of the'desert have preserved the recollection of his visit 
t„ J ur ah-Chotun, and they yet point out the mines by which its casflc on 
the reck was destroyed. Whether this war after his visitation and des- 
tra ,;ti„ n of Nehrvalla (Anbulwarra Puttun), or while on hit journey, we 

lh- no means - f knowing ; but. when we recollect that in this his last m- 
• a ,.jon h. utter.) Died to return bv Sinde, and nearly perished with all me 
flrm y in the de. crt, wc might fairly suppose his determination to destroy 
Junah-Chotun who betrayed him into this danger: for besides the all ruling 
motive of th* conversion or destruction of the ’ infidels, in all likelihood .he 
runs,trialed princes of Nohrvalla had sought refuge with the Chohans 
maids* the sand-hills of Kherdhur, and rosy thus havo fallen into nis 


grasp 


Mthouith nominally n single principality, the chieftain of Parkur 
r0 ,. 3 Pttll Sy submiion to h!e superior of Virah-Bah. Both of them 
F J the unoiunt Hindu title of Rana, and are said at least to possess the 


vVt? 


1 of hereditary valour, which is synon; mous with Ohohau, It 


nG^aparv to particularize the axtont in square miles of find in this raj, °r to 
attempt to n urn bar its population, which is so fluctuating ; but wc shall sub' 
ioi ‘' lirio 1 a .count of the chief towns, which will aid in estimating ttm 
iMipVlafion of Ma:.-ostbali We begin with the first division 
1 The principal towns in the Chohan raj, are her , Rah. Dhmnidur, a 
k-sir Theiftod H- teegong, and Chcetul. P.ana Narayan Rao resides alfrf- 
n<ii , , rit Sooc 'nd Bah, both large towns surrounded by un a! -dm, chief 
iy of the oaboo’ « ad oth- r thorny torea, called in thee- regions kar ua-ca kwt, 
which wen these simple, but very efficient fortifications the term ot 
knn'UM-Lk, or, fort of thorns ’ The resources ol Narayan f°^ v £ 
from lids desert do main, ar. said to bo three lakhs of rupees of »b - 
trienm.it tribute of one lakh to Jodpoor, to which n.-. right e« > 

Tho tracts waber&u 

._ , __although, in fch* 1 dr; 

,tntr. am, plenty of affect water is procured by 


p y 


v,- ieh is rarely realized without an army 
, j* 1 good crops of the richer gr -ins ■ si 
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3 : a phenomenon remarked in the bed of the Oohari river (in tho 
natrict of Chvalior), where, after a perfectly dry spaeo of several miles we 
have observed in the next portion of water a very perceptible cu Trent.* 
Xuggnr, or Sir-nugcjur, the capital of Parkur, is a town containing Tftc ^n 
hundred houses, of which, in 1814, one-half were inhabited. There h a 
tort to the south-west of the town on the ridge, which is said to be about 
two hundred feet high. There are wells and bat'ras (reservoirs) in abundance. 
The river Loom is called seven coss south of Nuggur, from which we m;v in*' 
fer that its bed io distinctly to be traced through°the Rin, The ohief of Pr.r- 
kur assumes tho title of Rana, as well as his superior of Yira-Eah, whose 
allegiance he has entirely renounced though we are ignorant of the relation in 
which they ever stood to each other : all are of the same family, the HVina- 
R >j, of which Junah-Chotun was the capital. 

, Banka sir ranks next to Sir-nuggur. It was at no distant period a largo, 
and for the desert, a flourishing town ; hut now (1814) it contains but three 
hundred and sixty inhabited dwellings. A son of tho Xuggur chmf resides 
hero, who enjoys, as well as his father, tho title of Rana. We shall make no 
further mention of tho inferior towns, asthe]’ will appear in the Itinerary. 

T/toraud is another subdivision of tho Ohohana oF tho Lo,»ni, whoso chijf 
town of the same name is but few coss to the east of Soon* J>ah, and which 
like Parkur is but nominally dependent upon it. With this wo shall 
elude the subject if Yira-Bah, which, wo repeat, may contain many error.:. 
Face, of the Cho/vm llaj. —As the Itinerary v, ill point out iu detail Du* 
statc^ of the country, it would bo suporHuous to attempt a more minute <], i- 
cription here. Tho same sterile ridge, already described as passing through 
Lhotun to Jessulmer, is to bo traced two eo>s West of Ranke,sir, ;l nd f hn.eo 
to Nuggur, in detached mooses. Tho tracts on both banks of ;-b • no- * 
yield good crops of wheat and the richer grains, and Vira-Euh, though on* 
closing considerable thvX y has a good portion of flat, *c: pocially ’ towards Ka 
dhunpur, seventeen coss from Sooe. Beyond the Looni, the thul vises into 
! °fty ink** * and indeed from Chqtun to Bankasir, all is sterile, avid cousins 
of lofty sand hills, and broken ridges, often covered by the sands. 

• . r ^/*or?uc*Uo;i.s\-~-Througnout the (Jhohan raj, or pi least, b -i 
ham table portion, water is obtained at a moderate distance from i.ho surface 
the wells being from ten to twenty poorahe*, f or about sixty-five 
filVli a . r ‘d flirty feet in depth ; nothing, when compared yah fbo*. 
sometimos near sever: hundred. Brides wheat, on the Looni U, 

(fir) %ioo/ig, rnoty, and other pul.es, with bajra, arc produced 
quantities lor internal, c osumtion j but plunder is fhe chief 
outi this land, in which the lordly Ohohm and 'ito Kc>U menial vn , 
terd.y Wherever thu soil is le*,h emulated for agriculture, uiero 1-. 
abundance of fine pasuire, cspeci dly for camels, which brou ie 


on¬ 


to a huii- 
in JL)hctf\ 
> oilplant 
in aufhoiont 
pursuit through. 

lex 


upon a Vti 
nnd 


of thorny shrubs. Bhcep and goats are a’ao xn groat numbora, 
looks and horses of a very good description, which find a ready sal" "at 
Tilwarra fair. 


' I'V 

bui 


* O: ■- of my journals tnoutwus that a -ranch of o I.c.mi pssM*- by Soo-, the ] < 
Vira iJah, \vh- e L *' (bar hundred aw) tw elve paces iu b»eailih . cm cyror, 1 ^ °* 

I Puorsh tho star, ard woa.suro of tho" desorb, is hero from m> (,, ; ov t a W 
^varago height of oau, t- inv tip uf Uis finger, tho hand being raised verth-ii 7 It’? 
*wAd. Itirderived from ‘mao,’ w A y 
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Inhahitaul*.— We must describe the descendants, whether of the MalL 
foe of Alexander, or of the no less heroic Prithiraj, as a community of thiev- 
,\ A who used to carry their raids into ^inde, Guzzer&t, and Mai war, ic . 
."Yen'*© themselves on private property h r the wrongs they suffered fiom the 
wau^of all government, or the oppression of these (Jodpoor) w ho asserted 
rmnremaoy over, .rid the light (o p under them. All classes are to be found 
in rhe Chohan raj : but those predominate, the name# of whose tribes arc 
svnonvras for * robber 5 as the Sohrae , Khossa, Koli, Bhih Although the 
’ ,'boh.m lord -paramount, a few of whom are to be found in every village, 

, jT . -i ^ - wi.fi nnnilinr r-:illcd BithlL MC tllC IUOSt 


v t the Ko’i and Bhii tribe, with another class called PithiJ, are the most 
numerou., the last named, though equally low in caste, is the only industri¬ 
al * f-I —3 in this region. Besides cultivation, they make a trade of the gums, 
vJii .'h thev collect in great quantities from the various trees whose names, 
!m,e been*already mentioned. The Chohans, like most of this remote Raj- 
,,, i jibes, dis’.ense with the zinar or junnoo, the distinctive thread of a 
- twioeb 6 rn tribe,” and are altogether free from the prejudices of those 
v h »n riorociaiion with Brahmins has bound down with chains of iron. But 
t, > m V c amends for this laxity in ceremonials, there is a material amendment 
in . h-jir moral character, in comparison with the ( hohans of the poortil 
i>n, ■ for here the unnatural law of infanticide is unknown, in spite of the 
of t heir neighbours, the Jharejas, amongst whom it prevails to tho 
moot frightful extent, in eating, they have no prejudices ; they mi ko no 
©r fin-.lace ; their cooks arc generally of the baroor (noe) tribe and 
V fit m left at one meal, they, contrary to ail good manners, tie up and eaS 

lL( ](oi^ and Mih.— The first is the most numerous class in these regions 
anu ma\ be iar.feed with the most degraded portion *»f the human species, 
/V)th»-uwh tBe-v pooja ah the symbols of Hindu worship, and chiefly tho 
t fithiv scoff at in laws, hum,r or divine, and are httlc 

m^rior lo th-’ brutes of their own forests. To them "very thing » 

1 , doer, hog ; nor do they even object 

U ch «« have .Hod a natural death. Like tho other debase! tribes, they 
0 :, ;A0 JXajpoot blood, and call themselves Cholmn.fcoh, Punhar Roll 

'. tb 


,,vq L It, d ■ , ' hich only tends to prove their illegitimate descent- from 
h-ruina! Jfoli stock. Almost all t»:e cloth-weavers throughout India 




hi 


flll.kl JJIJU ovy.nt -.v V - - ..... - . r . 

Koli class, though they endeavour to conceal their origin under tho 
<X'\ which ought only to distinguish tho Mooslcru weaver, i ho 
n i,;. ..f i I the vie ,i of tho Rolls, and perhaps descend and ater 

... - - kind, 


n tue 


,. ale of Jiuni.inity ; lor they will f d on vermin of any 


foXf’J 


101 


ulS. 


rets, guanas 


and sna 


; and although they make an excep 

f „ oi tho camel rind lLe'pc.vfowl, the kIW being sacred to 
h-dd. SS they propitiate, yot ,n moral degrr tion their fellowship » complete, 
•r, -,Vi jjhilf have no matrimonial intercourse, nor will they even u-» 

tr'.h Vooh other—such is caste ! Tho bow and arrow form their arms, 
f[y q word a. but rarely tho matchlo k. 


.ca.uillv swords, imt; rareiy me ov.non u. ^ ~ • /, 

I'ilftil 13 tho chief husbandman of this region, and, with tho . • 

.he o,.|V r .-.,i -tab!. «!aw, They posse . 'locks a .<1 are also cuHavato^a )d 
,re vvl.l t.u be ah .oat as numerous as o»|he* the Bhils or of 


(•CPU 


iijnou© with the 


Hindusthnn un 
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tho Dekhan. There are other bribes, such as the Jlebarrv, or 
'rearer of camels, who will be described with the classes appertaining to the 
whole desert. 

T)hat and Omursoomra-AVe now take leave of Rajpootna, as it is, for 
the desert depending upon Sinde, or that space between tho frontier of 
Rajpootana to the valley of the Indus, on the west, and from Daodpotra 
north, to Buliari on the Rin. This space measures about two hunured and 
twenty miles of longitude, and its greatest breadth is eighty : it is one entiro 
thul , having but few villages, though there are many hamlets of she ph or da 
sprinkled over it, too ephemeral to have a place in the map. A few of the;,: 
pooras and vas, as they aro termed, where the springs are perennial, have a 
name assigned to them, but to multiply them would only mislead, as they 
exist no longer than the vegetation. Tho whole of this tract may bo charac¬ 
terized as essentially desert, having spaces of fifty miles without a drop 
of water, and without great precaution, impassable. The sand hills rise into 
li»tie mountains, and the wells are so deep, that with a large kafilct, . urn " 
might die before the thirst of all could be slaked. The enumeration of a few 
of these will put the reader in possession of one of tho d;rficultic . of a journey 
througli Maroo ; they range from eleven to seventy-five poarsh , or seventy 
to five hundred feet in depth. One at. Jeysiugdesir, fifty poorsh ; Dhoto-ce. 
bustee, sixty ; Giraup, sixty ; Hamirdeora, seventy ; Jinjinialli, seventy-five j 
Ohaiiak, seventy-five to eighty. 

In what vivid colours does the historian Ferishta describe the miseries 
of the fugitive emperor. Hemayoon, and his faithful followers, at one of 
these wells! “The country through which thev fled being an entire desert of 
sand, the Moghuls were in the utmost distress of water : some ran mrd • 
other fell down deau. For threo whole days there was no water ; on tho 
fourth day they came to a well, which was so deep that a drum was beaten, 
to give notice to the man driving the bullocks, that the bucket has reached 
the top ; but the unhappy followers were so impatient for drink, that, so 
soon as the first bucket appeared, several threw themselves upon it. before it 
had quite readied the surface, and fell in. The next day, they arrived at u 
brook, ami the cam Js, which had not tasted water for several <l;vvs. wore 
allowed to quench their thirst; but, having drunk to excess, several o .hem 
diet I, The king, after enduring unheard-of misc-rivs, at k-ng-h re.- died 
Omurkote, - :’h only a few attendants. The llnja, who has the t' .V oi 
liana, tool: compassion on* his misfortunes, and spared nothing that con Id 
alleviate his sufferings, or consuls him iu his distress.”- -Briggs’ Id risk tv 

VOl. !i, r. 9f>. 

Wk ire now in the very region where Hemayoon suffered these mi ae¬ 
ries, and in its chief town, Omurkote, Ak her, the greatest iuonr-um.. India 
ever knew, first saw the light. Let us throw . side ' tho veil which (Uncoils 
the history of the race of Hem ..yoon’s to teefcor, and mctwifli.s'amUii 
now but nominal sovereign of 'Omurkote and lord of tho vilhv m ^ 
give him “a looal habitation 
nian invader of India. 
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la, were the Soda, tho Oraur, and the Soomura;' and the cc 
the two last have given a distinctive appellation to the more north 1 
orn thnl, still known as Omursoovira, though many centuries have fled since 
they possessed any power. 

A rare, of which wc have already narrated the discovery, and which ia 
laid down m the map about six miles east of Bekher on the Indus, was in 
the "egion styled Omursoomra, which may once have had a much wider 
acceptation, when a dynasty of thirty-six princes of the Soomura tribe ruled 
ail time countries during five hundred years.-}- On the extinction of its 
p wer, and the restoration of their ancient rivals, the Sind Summa princes, 
who in their turn gave way to the Bhattis, this tract obtained the epithet 
of Bhtttipoh-, but tho ancient more legitimate name, Oomursoomra, is yet 
r cognized, and many hamlets of shepherds, both of Oomurs and Soomuras 
are still existing amidst its sand-hills. To them wo shall return, after dis¬ 
cus -in;' their eltler brethern, the Sodas. Wo can trace the colonization of 
the Bhattis, the Chawuras, and the Solnnkis, tho Gehlotes, and the Rah- 
torcs, throughout all these countries, both of central and western Raj poo tan a, 
end wherever we go, whatever new capital ia founded, it ie always on 
the rite of a jPramar establishment. Pirthl tyn na Pramar ca, or ‘tho 
world :s the Pramar’s, I may here repeat, is hardly hyperbolical when applied 
to the Raj i oot world. 

A or More as written by Abulfazil and described by that celebrated 
g ogr i-uor, liba-Haukal, as "rivalling Mooltan in greatness,” was one of 
the n no divisions of Mnroo governed by :he Pramar, ol which wc nuisii 
repeat, one of$he chief branches was the Soda, lbc idandio Bokher, or 
a! n?’01 ■ (so named by the lieutenant of the Khalif Al-Munsoor ), a fovr 
■ lilos west of A t ore, is considered as the capital of the, Sogdi, when Alexan¬ 
der .died flown the Indus ; and if we couple tho similarity of name to.tho 
w authenticated fact of immemorial sovereignty over this region, d might 
not be drawing too largely on credulity to suggest that the SogclL .Soda are 
ou ,, ttn j the The ‘Soda princes were the patriarchs of the desert 

.. Vi the Bhn'.ua immigrated thither from tho north : but whether they 
A n ived them of Arorc as well us Lodorva, the chronicle does not intimate. 

. r* by no moans unlikely that tho Omurs and Soomras, instoad of being 
*co c.'ial or co cvcl branches with the Soda, may be merely subdivisions 

of them. . • 

\v r, r ty f 0 Uow Abnlfr.zil and Ferislita in their summaries of tho history 
of a neior.i Sindc, and these races. The former says In ancient times 
l!: n r: b a ' 1 a R ja, named Sehris, whose capital war A lore, and his.dorni- 
.-xtfmicil to Cashmere north, to Meh>an (tho Indus ) west, while the 
confined them to the south An army from Persia invaded this kingdom, 
the Raja was killed in battle, and the Persians, after plundering every 
t.Rwy returned homo. The Rah was succeeded by bis son Roy 6 ahy§ (yw. 

riH 3 ketoof ihe P ramnras, Yoi. 7, pages 37 and aG. 


9 Qeo table f tribes, 

+ Fo'-IbhUt, AbuHwil* 
j: T » : evince the reader T dr* 
tv-, hour £i *q oni, he if requested i 
Yu hi* rd thft Punjab, tho honour of fnn. 
f.hu 'unr, tho ur.ual ppitiouti'dr.tion of ■ 
t JpIomP lingers, jn hie u aiifi’Etion, 
jie ' ini.'vi'. ^i' a o( Hindu names 


not build upon nominal maniblaaco, v>lua; K cAhtiCH do 
. call to irind, that we have els whore u- signod • dio 
■ fhnitalring »hc wulMcnown king named Voma j ftUh°ogh 
, ,, would .uford a more ready solution 

Hv’ / $5», ar.- ; in tbis rory place rr.nnrkfc on 
the ftarlv Meiliomedau wriwiv»» which frequently nofc 
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_ Zk, or Soda?). This dynasty continued until the Khalifat of Walid, 

when Hojaujc, the governor of Irac, sent Mahomed Kasim, A.H. 09, or AT)* 
717, who succeeded in the conquest, slaying the Hindu prince, Datrr. 
After this, the country was governed by the family of Ansary; next, by the 
family of Soornra; and then came the dynasty of Seemc’i (Samrnnh), who 
esteemed themselves of the stock of Jumsheed, and each took the name of 


Ferishta gives a similar version. “ On the death of Mahomed Kasim, 
a tribe who trace their origin from the Ansaris established a government in 
Sinde ; after which the zemindars (lords of the soil >r indigenous chiefs) 
usurped the potver, and held independent rule over the kingdom of ^indc lor 
the space of five hundred years. These, the Soomuras, subvened the country 
of another dynasty called Soomuna (the Seemeh of Abuifazil), whoso chief 
assumed the title of Jam 

The difficulty of establishing the identity of these tribos from Ue c geo¬ 
graphy of both the Greek and Persian writers, 13 well exemplified iu an 
other portion of Ferishta, treating of the same iace, called by him Sohwn 
and Suma by Abuifazil. “The tribe of Sahna appears to be of ob-euro 
origin* and originally to have occupied the tract lying between Hole her and 
Tatta iu Sinde° and pretend to trace their origin from Jumshul’' \\ r c can 
pardon his spelling for his exact location of the tribe, which, whc;l*cr Sdmu 
11 a, Sohna, or Soomoh, is the Summa tribe of tho great Vadu race, whose 
capital was Surama-ea koto, or Samma nr.garl, converted into Miragera, and 
its princes into Sambas, by iho Greeks. Thus the Sodas appear to lnivo 
ruled a* Arore .and liekh^r, or Upper Sindc, nnd the Sammae in ihe lov. or,t 
when Alexander passed through this region Tho Jharejas and Jama of 
Kfoanuggurin Saurushtra claim descent from the Summits, hence c. 


to* be recognizedor. wo might have learned that the adjunct Satollully ( ITeri), M e 
tnx of Bohris, wad the badge of his tribe, Soda. The Rov-ouhy, or Rao.ga of Abuifazil, inrr.r i 
•Prince fta* or ‘ Prince of the Sodas, 1 Of the same family was DMii., whoso capital, id A. If. 
: Qi), vtt.i {.• u- Abnlfaz*.!) “Aloro or Debt.*?!. 3 , in which ihia hiM.irian muk'r. a . :uphirr.i mi*. 
i*»ho : Aloro or Aruro being the capital of Upper Siudc , and Dobeil (corre/tly Do wul - 
implt), or Talta, tho oapitfil of liownr Slnde. in ml probability Dahir held both. A Vo ha vo 
*u ready nilatod, in the AnnaljrT Me war, of i\ foroigu prince nnnod •‘Daiiir OvepnU,'* ur H- 
8 (,vcr<. V »t 7. •, Dah , beiir* amon,^ '(■ h r defends/.-, or tho first Moor loin invuh ' . vv! • ’ v\ 

conjectured muhl havo been tbaC’of Af .ihoiued Kt-itu, oftor ho had enbduui Siudo. Ik., na, 
the lord of Ohoetoro, WftH nephew of Raja Mann Muri, shewing a double rnotivo in the 
Bon of .;uhir ta snppor! ''Jbgefcoi’O t>gainst Vr : own onrun KaMoi, Dio iboria and Pod; wav 
ftjjl.o braoehoB of too Prur-'ar ('-•■o Vol. f, p. •' 1J. is is ahu> worth while to draw n\ iontiou 
t t the remark «lucwhcre made on ho hfcir mndo by llcjauie of Khorat-ua (who hc.,*, 
KjD’i vo on-Jc) ,< i^st trio ITir.-’ pi incus of r /S uticthan : Mil. atod faotH, d- .ml, 
t?on. or' giv./. it tp» ;aaoc, namely, .he v.vk dom.ui- u •: ‘ tho flajpo. * >*are pvevi' UA t» ‘h> 
appearance of Mahomed. 

Oriental liioraturu auwtnir'nd . !-)* . bkU can .searcoly do i < pairod. be the «h‘ tract ion 
tho - a lv ib)(i MSS. aroassed by (,Mr-ncl Brigg?, dn 'ag rntmy lor i c uu’V *•/ u geo. 

eral hiatorj 0 f fho early transaction: of the Mahometans. 

■ Of letter stock he gives us a Hat of seventeen princ e. O^ldwin's hauaiation d: 
Ayecu Aider ^ vol. ii, p. 

+ See Brigge* Fenshta,vol. iv. pp. 411 and 422, 

% The four racen called Agnicula (of w'hicn the T’ramarvna tho wosfc numerous),^ 
CVOi-y flU'p of ancient Hindu history are oeen displacing tho dynasty of Vadu. lioto ibe 
struggle botrvoen thorn to corroborated by the two best Mahomcdan historians, both Vof joy/* 
feng bom hhe game bouvoo, the more an Mo u>v ol wlitch ivy \ -e^ol odur- 3t. tduhI 

bn borne in m i n j tlmt the Sddai- the Oumtir.s the Soomnru', wore ft u UlV; , (vu»g, rural i 
While tU S mm: j wqm yadas, for whoso origin aeo AnnaH of ik*Hulmsi, 1 . 1^0. 
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_9 by Abulf.sil '* che Sindo-Summa, dynasty;” but having been, from 

their amalgamation with the ** faithful,put out of the nalo of Hinduism, 
they dci'or.’d to conceal their Samina-Yndu descent, which they abandoned 
for Jumshid, and Samma was converted into Jam. t 

We may, therefore, assume that a prince of the Soda tribe held that di¬ 
vision of the great Puar sovereignty, of which Aroro, or the insular Bekbcr, 
v/.as the capital, when Alexander passed down the Indus: nor is it improbable 
lint the army, .styled Persian by Abulfazil, which invaded Arore, and slew 


Lilt: t-.' ULLi r) UL LIJU KJ U l v -j - 

nij, -man. tl> ir medals were oxistant when he wrote in tho second century,* 
The hist rics so largely quoted give us decided proof that Dahir, and hi3 son 
It. -n, (.ho victims of tho first Islamite invasion led by Kasim, were of the 
i a lineage as Raja feehris ; and the Bhatti annals prove to demonstration, 
that at thil, tho very period of their settling in the desert, the Soda tribe 
was paramount, which, together with the strong analogies in names 
of places/and princes, affords a very reasonable ground for the conclu¬ 
sion \.\3 have come to, that tho Soda tribe of Puar race was in possession ot 
Upper Sinde, when the Macedonian passed down tho stream ; and that, 
hIm' all tho vicissitudes of fortune, it has continued (contesting possession 
v. Uh Ms anciout Yadu antagonist, the Samma) to maintain some portion of 
its a: oient novorcignty unto these days. Of this portion we shall now in- 
kI rue f ho > -ader, after hazarding a passing remark on the almost miraculous 
tenacity which has preserved this race in its desert abode timing a period of 
ut least two thousand two hundred years,f bidding defiance to foreign 
whether Greek; Bactrim, or Mahomedan, and oven to those, visita- 
■iciv) of nature, famines and earthquakes, whicii have periodically swept 
r ,., or fche lam’ and at length rendered it the scene, of desolation it now 
prescdi :fm in this desert, us in that of Egypt, tradition records that 
Its craaao has boon and still is progressive, as well m the valley ot 
;,hc Indus U 3 tmvard3 the Jumnn. 

ihavrk ' . -~Thi stronghold {koto) of tho Offlurs, undl a very few y*" : 

, vac, [he capital of the Soda Raj, which extended, two oenturLa ago, 
infr> the vuiiej of Smde, and Ceost to the Looui; hut tho Avahtores of Marwar. 
and the family at present ruling Siude, havo together reduced the sove- 
cf the Sodas to a very confined spot, and thru, 0 " out of Omurkotc 

* (.•[ thosn, if; ftnthoi " %o oi' fomuuitu as to obia" ono o' Monauiluy, nd th:> o of 

A ^ilod^rH vliov; had her '■ «brn 'jneaH nod : tho liral of tbc U-ror from lio 

v c<uk ut 4ray*,l tho capital tho Su-u-.ni of M.ouu Mid Aryans 

r i n, ■ vii’vi or Onicir. wWo laonarc-h, ftcor■■dint toJuBtin, hnfd a U)n^8poo<ki.te with 

v ■ i ho i.Iiii '! in company wh n whjlojar ot ltmuu-Sc?th ; e und^.metrani m. 

A v * X l Hi* wL-j rca -d iM.’olnt Xrava^ thr City of the 
••i« V ‘t >, l have CISCwi.'>o xur.mwd, .night hr,v l.ren (me ahodo of tho 

" , „r ,.hc Aets,” roesliwictl b } Ary . ... <h« mw.t p„. ; y.r w, 

,1 - .... - *l\.cr the «U».h ..f I'orae, , tj opp»-,;. to fu.th', » j • 

Alexin,]., , li ,|v. l » llu . Iho Puiyao ..my ;mi •:» mwuu-a s m >\- ^ > 0 

*>r ..mot of tkeno medah. ose r.an •uctioB.oi do Ko;, al tio }; if *..ui 3 tau,'in 

: ( u.o ^Ab«ir-4»(, wu VJ , 

gm'outoii hod Uv ori)' a Sinde fur two thutnmml yorira, 
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of the nine castles of Maroo) the descendant of Sehris, who, from 
Arore ; held dominions extending from Cashmere to the ocean, Omurkoto 
has sadly fallen from its anci nt grandeur, and instead of the five thousand 
houses it Contained during the opulence of tho Soda princes, it lordly reckon .1 
two hundred and fifty houses, or rather huts. Tho old ca3tlc is to the north* 
west of tho town. It is built of brick, and tho bastions, said to bo eight¬ 
een in number, are of stone. It has an inner citadel, or rather a fortified 
pa ace. There is an old canal to the imrth of the fort, in which water sfid 
lodges part of the year. When Raja Maun bad possession of Omurkoio, ho 
founded several villages thereunto, to keep up the communication. The 
Talpooris then found in their interest, so long as they had any alarms from 
their own b*rd paramount of Candahar, to court the Rahtoro prince: butt 
when civil war appeared in that region, as well a* in Marwar, the cessation 
of all fears from the ono, banished the desire of paying oourt to the other, 
and Omurkote was unhappily placed between the Kulloras of Sinde and the 
Rahtores, each of whom looked upon this frontier post as tho proper limit of 
his sway, and contended for its possession. We shall therefore give an ac¬ 
count of a feud between these rivals, which finally sealed the fate of the Soda 
prince, and which may con tribute something to the history of the ruling 
family of Sinde, still imperfectly known. 

When Beejy Sing ruled Marwar, Meah Noor Mahomed, KuRora, go¬ 
verned Sinde; but being expelled by an army from Gandahar, he fled to 
Je^sulmrr, whore he died. The eldest son, Untur Khan, and his brothers, 
found refuge with Bubadoor Khan Khyrani; while a natural brother, m*m®d 
Gholam Shah, born of a common prostitute, found means to establish himself 
on the rnusnud at. Hydra bad, Tn_ chiefs of Daodpotia espoused the cause o’* 
Untur Khan, and prepared to expel the usurper. Bahadoor Khan, gub 
Khan, Aid Moiud, I\Iohumud Khan. Kaim Khan, Alii Khan, chiefs of lIk* 
Khyrani tribe, united, and marched with Untur Khan to Hydrabad, Ghohinv 
Shah advanced to meet him, and tho brothers encounterol a'' Obaora 
( 3eo map); but legitimacy failed : the Khyrani chiefs almost all perished, and 
L nter rJian was made prisoner, and confined for life ir> Gnja-ca ko(., u» 
island in the Indus, seven ooss south of Hydrabad. Gholam Shah rmunnit- 
a u i* 19 ? \T li3nU< ^ his son Serefraz, who, dying soon after, was succeeded hy 
Audio ‘ "ibboe. At the town of Akhepuva, seven c o.ss mat of S hood ad pur 
Ik lt \ ^hide) ? resided a chieftain of the Talpoori tribo, a branch of 

the Di.oeh, named U 'ram, who had two sons, named Beejur and Sobdan. 
•pereiraz dcuiandod Goram’s daughter to wife; he was refused, and the whole 
l ’^m y • as destroyed. Beejur Khan who alone escaped lhr nm<e; icro, r. 4 sod 
his clan to avcngb h.m, deposed the ty-ant, and placed himself upon tho 
rnusnud oi Hydrabad. Tho Kulloras nisporaed ; but tho Beqjur, who was 
u i ^ impoiinug temperament b'c^me involved in hostilities uv 1 
the Itahtores regarding the possession of'Omurkote. It is ass rl -d that he 
UO ; Oh!y acmaud^d tribute from Marwar, but a daughter of ihe Jialitorm 
pnneo, to wife, Betting forth as a pn redout his granufUuov Ajit. who bes- 
towed a wife on Fero •hshcre. Thia insult led to a pitched battle, foughi at 
Ooogara, fiv. coss from Dhurnidur, in which the Balooh army wasfauly 
beaten from tho field by tho j> .htu’ o ; but l>cmy Sing, not content with lijn 
’■ r wtory, determined to bo rid of thii thorn in ojb aide, A Mmtl. and Chon- 
' >tTor-;d fch.-if r-rv:e.^, ai •. lar •<' dr;.- 
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v ^ig8itff •'<!) ihu perilou? enterprise in the garb o! Amba^dors. .’ her 
tmduoed to the Beojur, he arrogantly demanded if the Raja had thou;-,). t 
better of hL-i demand, when the Chondav/ufc referred him to his credentials. 
As (he Beeiur rapidly nn his eye over ii, muttering “no mention of the 
(hia (bride),” the dagger of the Chondav/ut was buried in his heart. “ Thi-~ 
hjr the dola’.'' he exclaimed; and “this for the tribute,” said his comrade, c? 
I., birack another blow. The Becjer fell lifeloss on his cushion of s ate, and 
the . -::,.r:inr, who knew escape was hopeless, plied their daggers on all 
around > the Choudawut slaying twenty-one, ancHho Bhatti five, before they 
were hacked to pieces. The nephew of Bocjur Khan, by name Futtch Alii, 
,-f n cf f-\ bd mi, w is ehoa. u liis toeceEsor, and the old family of Kullora was 
dispersed to Buooj, and TtajpooUna, while its representative repaired to Can- 
iVdiar There I he Shah put him at the head of an army of twenty-five 
;h ms rd men, with which bo reconquered Sinde and commenced a career 
< uiicrmieplcd cruelty. Futtoh Alii, who had fled to Bbooj reassembled his 
ad hen „ts, attacked tlio army of the Shah, which ho defeated and pursued with 
r.,cat slaughter beyond Sbikarpur, of which ha took posooc lion, and retu 
. n r. r ; ;i.-.ph to Hycrabad. Too cruel and now bumbled Kulloru onco more 
appeared before tho Shah, wl ••• • at. the inglorious mult of hi* 

nrni;. drovi him fi on nis presence; and after wandering about, he par -c 
from Moolfau to Jess diner, settling at length at Pokurn, where he died. 
Tho Tokuro chi f i .ad. him elf his heir, and it is from the groat wtash 
• H«- 1:1 jewi.-i) of the x-prince of Siude, that its chiefs have been enabled 

to Mike tho lead m Mar war. The tomb of the exile is on the north side of 
the town.* 


This cpi rdo, which properly belongs to the history of Marwar, or to 
f-i idi, 'R it i-p 1 1need for 'he purpose of shewing the influence oi the hitter 
I .Hi d-.stinies of the Soda princes. It was by tho Beojur, who fU by 11 
r •-tries of Bc-ejy Sn.g, that the S ..la Rcja was driven from.Omnrk.it..' 
;,v |->j-t-'api t of which Brought the .Studies into immediate collision with 
1 .h-.u:. u " ltaliloi M, But on his assassination and the defeat of the 
So .1, .atny , i ».3 Pi t, I v ?jy Sing red .ducted the Soda prince to his oa,'i 


\ iw st v r.'M FukUh Alii tvu succeed 4(1 by bis bo'>fcW, < he pn.boui < holutr. /-Hi, 

.« *1 lif- by i 1 '<m, Fill mil Alii. Tho gcueml com* tr\c?s of t 'ir outline is p . /oil by a \^<y 

ii. it 1 . n„- < «'v^'hfrlj ho*« oi-ly f< 1 *» ink'*- ray baud a in tiiim to u.ako this note) eutitF-d 

‘ ■ i.r i Vjait to tin- (. - » ot Sinde,” l; r Dr. Burucs. Becjur Khau v\ia oFowfcr to 

I • 1 b i.’ >f V »*do, \vh»'hO onioltios at length pave the g, ^nmicot to the f.. truly tv 

tii* i »if* / ]( ii HCdirflftly to b. pposed IhrF .Kaj.% Bn*»jy 81 g von Id furnish usaaneins *!' 

ii « 1 f m' I ii'.vc lit, !c *1 lifi'-uity ,r bndinff then n .Snub the ingulf u , • i am . - 

U" fn ! V Fa. 1 n j\y lia* o ->r s . 'il fr hi lif? inufttcr, ilimipli )»o fnuy bftvo b.-cn n a * 1 Lli 

■ »i>' ,r >u i, id tnueh to bo rfgroUf il that. . * M AnMior of M*« *‘V>, • to ’ .* • di*! v- ' 

: ; • t to S-I.. an (d’ . M< 1 * 1 . nh«ll vent are an acor n tl obtuinc < noiirlv ' ■ • n 
ntul ftinp (by *ho brollior, Limt. Bnrm < 

* tkj.v 1 . iii. i*:« I.,. tbiosT,* on U o )ii and googrnpi nf ll*i **•*' “ i/i » • “t ii. 

r lu i -j:‘ i t; .lit, I i« i ■> 1)i» d* rod that 'o^- rb»ma** .i6 wo ii • iu •! u..*; 

ill pm * .,( i t/in I . iMotl of t bin mill kn'-.m ‘ • . im . t bad loOjr on! ntfii^d .\u> 
l < |fts*tnt ii • tb ' i ' rt i • jousulim. to Ostrb, aiifl i \ > •- .iln ». d«r - to Mil n *i.ru. 

’‘d» : 'i(r /b - ..-imv.'iH, blamoif nc.kft i u ‘ wait in^ • • uh -mim ^ 

((t.Mii. n . v I coiiij lbiliinK till birr', and > dviiv. up and triuiHinii&fcd 'i 
b'A-l Ib.'t . - , in ] r,.a,-chill'* 0. a «. i. dl .mm-«, and planlinr ovo on t!.. 

Ann .lir fi t i lt . Xj ..,j but i'- too vr.i:. ; lu or l . of* lUb d«.v. X ,*;« • »hnu ,n xminmicn 

>? iv,III ?,u«i ho ,.j . (1 ,, Upper Ait: vh'' < bam ldt> • ■ v, a. i Q:jU]; 

h S f * ^Ul vii- m 


\ 
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3§mrkofco , not, however, long co retain it, for ou the invasion fron Oan- 
dahfir, this poor country underwent a general massacre and pillxge |,y tho 
Afghans, and Omurkoto was assaulted " ami taken. When Futfceh *\lli marl<-> 
head against the army of Camlahar, which ho was enabled to defeat, par iv 
by the aid of thd Rahtores, he relinquished, as the prico of -t ; . aid, thi 
claims of Sinde upon Omurkotc, of which Beejy Sing to >k possession, and 
on whose battlements tho flag of the Rah tores waved until the lust civil v»av, 
when the Sindics expelled them. Had Raja Maun known how to protit h\ 
fcho general desire of his chiefs to redeem this distant possession, he ruiM-t 
have got rid of some of the unquiet spirits by other means than those which 
have brought infamy on his name. 


Chore , —Since Omurkoto has been wrested from the Sodas, tho ..xpo.lkA 
prince, who still preserves his title of Rana, resides at the town .■•[* Chore, 
fiiiocn miles north-east of his former capital. Tho Wscemlant of ho } ! iirnos 
who probably opj -■ d Alexander, Menander, and Kasim, the lieut-uniut 
Valid, and w ho sheltered Humayoou when driven from the throne of Indr . 
now subsists on tho eleemosynary gifts of those with whom ho s ••oune- trd 
by marriage, or the few patches of land of his own desert domain U ft him 
by the rules of Sinde. lie has eight brothers, who arc hardly pushed lor 
subsistence, and can only obtain it by the .supplement to all tho finance* »»l 
thc-30 states, plunder. 

The Soda, and the Jlmrejn, are the commoting links between the Hindu 
and th« Mnoslom ; for although the further west we go, Lie grcMer }., tho 
-xifcy of Rajpoot prejudice, yet to some thing more than mere loc.'R musi 
bo attributed the denationalized sentiment, which allows the Sod (j inter 
marry with a Siudio : this cause is htinycr and tho 1 are few z vJ<,(s wn*» 
will deny that its influence is more potent than the laws of Menu. Bv-na 
third year brings famine, and those who have nob stored up hg dust i: r lly !•;' 
their neighbours, and chiefly to the valley of the Indus* The connexions Hicy 
then form often end in the union of their daughters with their proi.eo.tpn- ; 
but they still so far adhere o ancient usage, as never to rccoi■ * back ni;o 
the family caste a female so allied. The present R ina of idle m hn* • t 
tho example, by givin g daughters' j Mcer Uhdlam AUi and Mcer Sub rub, 
:ind en to : he itho&a ohi*.f of idudar ; auJ i.u cone :qu.?ncv, his brother pnn 
es ot Jcssuln»er, Bah and Parkur, though tlu*y will accept c Sum* pi in 
#ife (bocause they can depend cm ib# purity ofWood) vet will fioi 
b *itow ft daughter on the Rana, who*:- olftpring might ; rlmp grac: tho 
harem of a Tkilock. But the Uihtores of Marw.ar will neither give , muh 


rr ' iv. daughters of 1>; it. The females of his tlosmt region h-dn.g ropuUd 
v ry handsome, have become aimosi an article of mabrinmnial fraiVie , and i» 
is asserted that if a Sindio hears of ihv bo iu'ty OC h hhaitU ’ h se> \.\ m 
her iether as much grain as he deems an equivmnt, arid i. seld-m veliuod of 
her hand. We shall not here further sou"U cm tho manners or other ptvnU- 
arifcioa of bh Soda tribb, though wc may revert to them in the gcmcvul out* 
line of the tribes with whi m we shall conclude the skot.h o( be Indian 


desert-, 

various tribea inhabiting 
would amue form im ample subject of in 
pi )bab* it/. ■ icic . o imporar n ithre 


Lhc desert and v.viUy ui the liuhm 
\osi';awou, wbieh would, in uU 
th^ iouvert-ti l-v Islam 
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Inquirer into the pedigree of nations would discover names, once illustri- 
°' ia 1jU t which, now hidden under the mantle of a new faith, might little aid 
bir researches into the history of their origin. He would find the Soda , the 
t-'idtiy the Alallnni, affording in history, position, and nominal resemblance, 
grounds for inferring that they are the descendants of the Sogdi,Oathi and 
who opposed the Macedonian in his passage down the Indus : besides 
au arms of Metes or Yuti, many of whom have assumed the general title of 
Balooh, or retain the ancient specific name of . while others, in that 

of ::ihufc, preserve almost the primitive appellrvion. We have also the re- 
n ;u-vj <f those interesting races the Joky as and Qahyas, of which much has 
i-ci. sajd in he Annals of JVasulnier, and elsewhere ; who ac, well as the 
's or Jits, and Huns, hold place3amongst the <f thirty-six royal races’' of 
anoicn India y These with tho Barahasand the Lohanas, tribes who swarm¬ 


ed * t°w centurii s ago in the Punjab will now only be desccrned in small 
u umbers in *’ the region ofdeeth” which has even preserved the illustrious 
iisToe of Ziaonca, C hrisbnas foo in the Bharat. The Sehrtie, or great robber 
of o :r western desert would alone afford a text for discussion on his habits 
an i hi ' iuMs, the enemy of all society. But we ah ill begin with those who 
yot r cum any pretensions to the name of Hindu (diatingushing them from 
Che proselytes to Islam), and afterwards descant upon their peculiarities. 
Bhatti Puhtore, Joda, Chuhun, Mallani, Kaorwa Jonya Soolt-uno, i.ohana, 
> orab, Khodmra, Sindil, Alaisuri, Vislmuvi, Jakhur, Shiag or Ashiag, 
r\>' v - lab, 

r 'f : !• Mabomcdan there are but two, Kullora and Sehrac, concerning 
w\omc origin any doubt exists, nd all those wc are about to specify uio 
f \f or proselytes chiefly from Rajpoot or other Hindu tribes : 

• tijur ; Oomr,t * Mair, or Mer ; Mor or Mohr- * Baku n ; Loomrea 
or L ahx Sumaicha ; Mangulin ; Baggroah ; Dahya ; Johya ; Kuirooo ; 
Jang tea; Oondurj Bcroweej 13awuri, Tawuri; Chrendea * Khossi ; Sudani , 
i^ohanaa 


Before w* remark upon the habit* of these tribes, we may state one 
pi’omm m tr; it v, hjel characterises ihe Kyad } or convert to Islam, who, uu 
a.Mig r uh his original frith, divest.4 himsulf of its chief moral attribute, 
toleration, an i imbibed r. double portion of the 1 igotry of the creed }u adopted. 
Vv ^ 13 t0 the intrinsic quality of the Mabomedan faith that we art to 

' f ' f ril j iuUm l metamorphosis, or to a 3 ense of degradation (whion we can 
hanby ^oppose) conseque \t on his # apos. ay, fhoro is not a more ferocious, or 
itoier i _ ]nwg on tne earfh Liiau tb*: Rajpoot convert to Islamism. in 
Soulcp and (Jm d s< rt, wo hnd r.ho same tribes bearing tue same name, one 
> 1 1 Hin in. the other Mahomed.u? ; the first retaining bis primitive 
warmers, wild., thr convert is cruel, intolerant, coward »y, and iu.• spin ‘.ble. 

i• 11 tl>; at b: * perlmps • n-rf. < l pt ‘perl'. ' u sail in V? tb i 
1 la of the. ]\j’ddote, tho Lark hani, the Bhutti, or even tho Ibiwuriea 
dn ' nori/c.’ val:. d ‘dee sms >f tho devil/' Imi bom Min Khos-jas tho Sohm- 
' 1 1 but ti. them . Id be no hope of salvation. Su .h are heir ignorav.ee 

ami brie - In,v, ?haw ?J\ »i»!rf . ■..’nnngc-r inane, usr .. Mm wicua russaft, or r state 
,ro l‘ ,u ‘d r , , j iju w ll be fovwiinato if h escape v, itli bastinado these 



or 
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rc.ia an analogy to rutool, or the prophet ; 5 ho mur»i 
for the former uno the words kilfinr, runduri and for the latter, daygra, n V 
duyg.* It will not fail to .strike those who have porsued the hear* • thrilling 
adventures ot Park, Denham, and Clapperton—names which will live for 
over in the annals of discovery—how completely the inoffensive, kind, and 
hospitable negro, resembles in these qualities the Rajpoot, who is transform¬ 
ed into a wild--beast the moment he can repeat {< La-allah» il aliah, Maho¬ 
med Rtisool alia, v ‘there is but one God, md, Mahomed is the prophet of 
God ; while a remarkable change has taken place amongst the Tatar tribes, 
since the anti-destructive doctrines of Budha (or Hinduism purified of 
polytheism ) have been introduced into the regions of Central Asia. 

On the Bhatbis, the Rahtores, the Chohans, and their offset the Malffni, 
we have sufficiently expatiated, and likewise on the Soda j but a for pc’ 
cularities of this latter tribe remain to be noticed. 


Soda .—The Soda, who has retained tho name of Hindu, has yot so far 
discarded ancient prejudice, that he will drink from ike satno and 

smoko out ot the same hooka with a Moosulman, laying aside only the tubt 
that touches the mouth. With his poverty, ih<*. Soda has lo* his reputatiju 
ior courage, retaining only the merit of being a dexterous thief, and joining 
the hordes of Sehraes and Kossas who prowl from Daodpotra to Guzzorai 
The arms of the Sodas are chiefly the sword and shield, with a lone knife in 
tho gird! , which s<?r\< s t dber as a stiletto or a carver for hr meat: few have 
matchlocks, but the primitive sling is a general weapon oi offence, mu they 
arc very .-xport in its use. Thuir dress partakes of tho Bhatii and Vpff> 
modan .ostume, but the tnvbau is peculiar to thfms Ives, and by it r. Soda 
may always be recogru./d. The Soda is to be found scattered over the de¬ 
sert, but there are offsets of his tribe, now more numerous than the pare* t 
8tock } of wh-ch tho Sumaioh* is the most conspicuous >vhether of these vh.* 
aro still Hindu, or who have become converts to Islam. 


KaorvHi .—This singular tribe of Rajpoots, whose habits, oven in tho 
n list} ot pillage are entirely nomadic, is to be found chiefly in the thul ot 
Dhvt, though in no great numbers. They have no fixed habitations but 
move about v» .h ■ her. flocks, and ©u^amp whereever they find a spri g or 
pasture for thmr oantle j and there construct temporary huts r ' th j wido- 
3prc -ding poloo, by inb rlaoing its living branches covering the top oj, 
iea\es, and coating the insid: with clay . ’n so skilful a man nr lo 'hey thus 
i helter themselves, that no sign of human habitat'm is observ bio trom itti- 
•.ut. Still the roaming Sehme is always on the look out for tlms*-* ml m 
retreats, in which the shepherds deposit their lit !" hoard- of grain , i*d 
iroio th scanty patches around them. Tho restless disposition o >% tho Kajr 
was, who even among their over-reaming breti »‘ou enyy •• snerim of .on ».*j 
this respect, is atlributcd (said my Dhafct.i) to ft cur iv ..vlcil upon ♦br-m 
from remote age-' They rear camels, o. v. $. 1 uffdocm and goat.v iicb rii**v 
sail to the Charuns and other merchants. They aro altogether a singulauj 
peaceable race , m d like all then Rajj • >t brethren, cmi y will peenM 
h‘9crt wuh palaces of their o - , creation, *v th- delightful w/n,‘ ram:., tbn 
urivyrsal panacea for ills both irral and physical 
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ijL - j)fi i ; another Rujpoo , inhabiting ’Chat, ami in no 
giviu.or ;miubcv:i than the Kaoiwas, whom they resemble* in their habits, 


being ‘iitir. !y pastoral, cultivating a Rw 

it forward. 


patch os of land, and trusting to 
the h:.. van-j ai no to bring it forward. They barter the ghee or clarifled 
butter, made from the produce of . her flocks, for grain and other necessaries 
o'* l if- fi.thri mA cL. • a, or * porridgo im buttermilk/ from the grand 
ir.ro u i!: ‘ daverr. A coupe >t seers of flour « f bajra, jooir, and kuijri, is 


mixed with s one s.vts 
the. muss ill sutlio.- f 


f chauch, and •. v posod to the (ire. but not boiled and 


lorg Jt* (h in oj 

(eight or ton, qu d■< 
. ul» i i:t i f* mily of 
vdrJi their prod uoti 
30 anal >gcws to lh 
• ..ti vih milk, from 


r: large family. The eows of the desert aro much 
iR* , lain , of Ind A, and rivo from eight to ten soerii 
• nf milk daily. dido, pro luce of four covs will amply 
wn i ergons t 1 o and tiicir prices vary 

m pow iv, from fan to fifteen rupees each. This nibri 
k'. : n\{, ”: of (!r African do^ert, is often made with • 
vhi '! ca. ,T P't be c.vtr-vted, and which soon becomes 


l ii .ing ma,v3 v icn put 1*. Dn vi (hh, from the valley of Sinde, is con- 
v ,<■ : into th. dewri on L u*s or an 1 iinds a ready s^lc amongst all 

oh. a even m fu • •. *i ’1 amair. I: i soat avo t Alt pas (coppers; a. 

Ur r. Thu , .. ■ :\t‘\ or temp- my hum! ... of the Dhuttis, Consisting at mo.: 
ol ten hut* i.t r rdi, rcsenib 1 ths.-c/ the KAorwas, 

i (fnu • . .-This tribe is nuni-rou^ both in Dhat and Talpoora: formerly 
T.hty a r.' R: J t . ;oi< ; but b Taking thnmWvcs to commerce, have fallen into 
t! ) (frrd l'-- To .v ? sc rib s and shopkeepers, and object to no occupy 
’ io.. tli hrin r ■: a ib:uhten;o ; and os to food to use the cxpr< sslve idiom 

‘ ’ ii' i region where hung- r .spurns at law, <# excepting their cat3 and their 


uftWij; Ui v will oaf' any thing.’’ 

J This okr-s, Iik * the former, 4 pply themselves to every pursuit, 

ir 1- md ivvAub. ur-:, and lid n any A 'ho inferior o.Iii.cs of g< ,»« rument in 
• >if»< I , being brow./ ii .lusLi’ioas, aud intelligent. With the ihii*’/ Aro rub 
Mid liukiiy Ahrr rlaf .es, fh* ' pod in cold .iltcr suffirr.s to appnu S'j * Uligoi. 
Whaf ’p . v this cA.-a hus us n .o tw ia being rui inhabitant of Arore, ' ; kno\s 


nor 

P ’ 'iff.iah is a): n one ol the equestrian order converted into the oom- 
i* ! ; and th ; exchange has bran to Jus advantage. His habits are like 
< i the vivnilp. Mud f3JiutUa!i 3 hav conimureittl houses at Shikarpo-r^ 
Rydoiabad, and even at Surat and Teypoor. 

Urnkmin^ —B. R,\.< * ihe most o uninon rect of Brahmins in the de- 
o -Tl and Miide. The do i: im s ot’ Aim u -vii.h ihem go far a;- much us the y 
ri*o worth in thf vhero ° they are a law unfa then, solve ” hhoy 

vti.*' r./i: jutiMO, or badg: <»f idnur tribe, but if; hmv co.»nH to b ; a mark of 
ul* r’cal di iUia tion, u,d no oronea cr tT^pecced; they cultivate, tend cattle, 
and Urdu (ri* ir • mp..?•fl uia: yhc l‘>r o'h r iwces *They arc in* • nn 
Turn- in Tdiaii, i a ' g o .hundvr : of then order iu r .'.ore, •hv r sidonco of 
tlio .uo-bi K.vnc, and :vonl hours c Omurk«> \ Dh iri-ax. and Th-y 

d(i' no! iou»*U liAi or Son-!.■ Ah.cwo. 1- • wid <-at M.c>d tlrev7i.d d i!v band.% • ’ 
nutUi (g ^ bnor), or *•’, cm u- uff.e [b • cIk.t <“ *00 ; n*>r do f lv y 'W;. , no <•/.- >f"/c 
(>l f - ’ I'- ’cjc, rccKoneu indiaponsabl.'* in more oiyi!i?„d ;vgjuns. Icdo-ai. all 
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of Hindu:; throughout Siude will j>nrtnkt: of food circled in th" serai. 
*..r mn, by the hands of the Butwin. They uso lndiscrimiimteh each 
other’:', veasels, without any proofs of |uiiilicatlou but a lilflo nn^mi 
water. They do not even burn their dead, bn', bury ihem near the tlrna- 
hold; and those who can afford it, raise small cAabooira$, or j..y of wm\u\ 
The junoo, or thread which marks tho sacerdotal character in ITindiruhan, 
is common in these regions to all cln-sos, with the exception of Kolia and 
jLohanas. This practice originated with th in rdcr to tHaori - 

minnte them from those who have to perform the most servile duties, 

Rcbarris .—This term i.^ known throughout Hindusthan only as dcuoU 
ing persona employed in rearing and tending camels, who aro there alwa; * 
Moosletos. Hero they arc a distinct tribe, and Hindus, employed entirely In 
roaring camels, or in stealing ilioin, in which they evince a peculiar de>... nty 
uniting with the Bhattis in the practico as far as Haodpotra. When i.cv 
corno upon a herd grazing, the boldest and most experienced suil < a is 1 
into tho first he reaches, then dips a cloth in i h blood, which at the .1 • f 
his lu nee he*thrusts close to the nujo of tho next, and wheeling abmt, r: \' 
oft* at speed, followed by tho whole herd, lured by tho soent of b'ood .r\d dm 
example of their leader. 

Jakhur , S /udy/p Room ah % arc all do nominations of the Jil race, a low 
of v, iiona preserve under these ancient subdivisions their old ctudeim. and 
religion; but the greater pan: wo among tho converts to Tslun, and rebii 
the generic name, pronounced //hut. 'rho.se enumerated are harmle^ ’ 
nduslri ' ]• and are found both in the th.-seri . mi valley. There arc brides 
these a few scattered families of ancient tribe**, as tho Sooltouo* and Khuoiu- 
ra, of v. hose history w arc ignorant Tohy.i , Sindils and othe j. vl luW 
origin has already been noticed in the munis of MaroosthaliJ 

Wodi'vii now leave this general account of tho Hindu tribes, .vtr 
throughout Pindc are subservient to the will of the llahomedan, win i j r* 
markable, a- before observed, for intoler nee. The Hindu is always wound ; 
at tho. well, he must wait patiently until his tyrant Las filled his vt-ar-1 ; or if, 
in cooking his dinner, lor.Iem she Id require lire, it must bo give n f j th 
w»th, < y the air m • *uld p!i ’ r, tho Hindu a Im.wh 

7 * f iT •, ■:ha, *\i, ,‘s ul, if.— .Th< Sohrao i. iho mosr- mumuou*.* id 
the dudr • icdin 1 n e. uf th .. dcvri, . tid to bo Hi win in origin, and descend* 
kid., ol tho anciem dyna.-.y o Avow:; but whether his descent h uciivcdp 
• m tho dynasty of fimrU < written ttahir by J^ottinger), or from tho odnu, 
f \. rt/ ( l which he i iho ieiror ; h of very httl tnotpentx ri ;h. I\ :wkt* 
f »; A - *rc In u:ht of tue Svhrao, ar.d their habits •» • • > • unm 

1 hey h • e j eduoed th : . nv' .3 of rapine to a system, and a’blisL. 1 k / V, 
ji* black '■'« C'ci.vLsUfig of >»ie rupee and five (turns cl ri.u,:. pi • •.» «\ 

P ; > '* 1 < from t!u Uamints of tho hephorda through nit tin* On ?. 

X' eir bnids ai\* cliio»!v hm int -1 on namely though soma are on Imra luck 
th* i>‘ arm* aro the / or • -n, - .. b d ^ i* iron), th ' owovd an * 

and but buy l:; vaijjns. Vr/ b depre la loin us**.i i<> i«o • .xtend* \ a,' 


Vbrlt'ii/4}, ip de'ct il-in- »)k j 

l. llio cn’.k.i v,- UtfaWs, ’ • aUW™ 
uit.m j^oun.ioi* 3&ulL«rnwn, •'! 
diouimn* .a of Mn* cohiiivy. m 
uU i-« fH<? CTr. j . 


ov.nr . ’ -it ro. 1 '* • t»it • 1 

'U the.. nUcf to lM’ t.>K‘ • ."Otitlaui . !< th. 
’I 'Ti'i V ... ,u! ' C. ■ • iuo Mini. Old 1 . :• .*•’ r, u 
W viijuwtiI >*» v.vid *01 Uii*; 
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_fred cuss around, even into Jodpoorand Daadpotrfl, but they eschew 

coming in contact with the Rajpoot, who says of a Soh.- ic/’ he is sure to bo 
.vjieep when the battle nahavra beats. Their chiet abode is in the southern 
pci’tion of the deHert; and about Noakoto, Mittlc, w far a A FJulirrie. Alan) of 
iuom u.:if,d to find service at Oodipoor, Jodpoor, and Sooe-Pah, but they are 
cowardly and faithless. 

tium'iicha is one of the Nyad, or proselytes to Islam from the Soda race 
a' «j numerous both ia the thul and the valley, where they have many poorem 
< . hamlet. c They rcsemblo the Dhotes in their habits, but many of them 
u*?.Goiatft with the Sehraes, and plunder t-heir brefchern. They neVfft shave 
or tom h tho hair of their heads, and consequently look more like brutes 
Mir.u hun aa beings. They allow no animal to die ot deseasc, but kill it 
when they think thoie arc no hopes of recovery. The Sumaicl'.a women 
hv/e 'he reputation of being great scolds, and never veil their faoes^ 

Ruyt f i \ -They r re ea d to bo of Bhritti descent, and confine their 
haunt to tin desert, or the borders of Jessulmer, as at Raragurh, Keallah, 
TaroilKh, <ic.; and the tbd between Jessulmer and Upper Sinde: — they are 

• tifivaiovs,, shepherds, and thieves, and ore esteemed amongst the very worst 
of the converts to Mahomedanism. 

O^puv.s and S oomras arc orn tho Pramar or Punr race, and are now 
‘ hie fly in tho ranks of the faithful, though a few are to bo found in Jcssul- 
. and hi tho thul called after them, of whom we have already said 

rr >uirh. . „ 

/ r ; . t V .rah find Tut-poori are tribes of celebrity in Sinde, the brat having 
funds!i. b rj o l.and tho other i(r» present, dynasty of rulers; and though 
tin- oic has lared to deduce its origin from the Abb asides of Persia, and the 
ur) :>r has even advanced pretensions to descent from the proplici, it is as* 
(V»t both aro alike Baloches, who a'ro said to b2 essentially Jit or 
«V,t in vpgin. Tho Talpooris, who have their name from tho town (poom) 
,,j j,'ih [ial ;arl tar) 9 uro said to amoii \t t r < one-fourth of the population of 
i ■> f . r r ,iftlc iSindrt, which misnomer they affi:- to tho dominion ot Hydr.rr 
bad. There are none in the thul 

jV (tomric t hoomrie, or looka .—This is also a grand subdivision of tho 
b&looh race, and a mentioned by Abulfazil as r iking next to he Kulmani, 
.iiid hch g able to bring into the field throe hundred cavalry and seven 
thousand infantry Gladwin has rendered, the name Nomurdy, and is fol¬ 
lowed 1 ;v Ronucl Tho Noomris, or Loomries, ai<?o styled Looka } a sbifi move 
Vniliot < r •] tor ybx, are likowiac aflirmod to bo Jit in origin. What is the 

• ,;n )i' '/v of ii generic term Jialoooh } which they have assumed, or whether 
'1 v look it iV(mc. or gave it to, Baloochistau, some (uture enquirer into those 
rul.jecta may d)>bovor. 

Jut or Jit— This very original race, tar moin numerous tlnn 
| u*h qw ull the R ;>oot tribe ~ put together, still retains its ancient appe! 
mtioa ihr^ugliour the who 1 of Sinde from tho sea to iHo potva, but a -:re 
»! a kh* , • ( one in the thul. Their habits differ little from thuse who enr 
t'.t'Mil tl: 'I. They are amonWit the oldest converts to isiain. 

Afu’r, ur Misr - Wo should aoftroeiy have p .p-'oted to fin.' a mountaineer 

• vo j . , valley of fcincie, but tbeir Bhaiti tigii. sglfioiejitly aucouir- 

. tfiu lerin •fch a> d.ref .ft gi 
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Itofor, or tfor .—Said to bo also BhuUi iu origin* 

T ou'u- i> Tftori or Tor I, —Thesj ongio:-. ; the distinctive 
Or ' evil spirits,* and fho yet more emphatic title of, 
Their origin iz doubtful, but they rank with 




the 


?< 


other professional thieves scat -ered over Rajpoot ana, w 
ci’.-h.T your enemy’s head or tho turban from it. Tho) 


ia co’ \ s 


yon 

the 

v » 


ibet or / 

aons of vho 4 ! 

Bawuris, Khi ugrrq 
who wilt bring 

enemy's iieaci or tnc turoan trom it. ano) aro found ;u 
tLuls of Daodpofcra, Beejnotc, Nokc, Noakote, and Oodur. They nv 
prietors of camels, which they hire out, and also tind employment ft- 
to caravans. 

J ohyas, Dafato.s, Mangulias, once found amongst the Raj pool 
now proselytes to Iskaru, but few in number either in the vaduy 
desert. There arc also Bmrou’J*, »* class ot Baloch, [\luiiroi(i\ ■* 
Oowjurt, j Baggreafts, descended from the Pramar and Sank la Ko.ipo 
not possessing, either in respect to numbers or other distinctive 
cDim.: on our attention. 

D audpotra .—Thin petty state, though beyond chc ' *>.•»'«, m. 

y.:i* bdug but a recent formation out of tho Bliatd state of ,*, • V . . 
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tly within the limits of Maroosthali. LiM! 


18 known *Gg*r«. 

family who founded it, and we shall therefore confin our. v , t‘- d 
'which is not adverted to by Mr. Elphinstone, who may 1 con^dkc 


■men 


t ting description of its prince and his capital, Bhuv. ulpoofi 


tft mf 


(Lo 
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unci 


halt of tho embassy to Cabul. 

Daud Khan, the founder of Daudpotra, was a notiv-. of 
west of the Indus, where he acquired too much power for a subji 
^ ; .-' fitly drew upon himself tne arms of his sovereign > Oandaii. r. 

to cope with them, he abandoned his native [dace, passed bn thn;*> 

•Hoc c across tho Indus, and followed them into tho desert.-:. Tlw rc»y m 1 
pursued, and coming up with him at Sootiallob, Daud had n ) alb i 
but vo surrender, or destroy the families who impeded his flight or «i 
He acted tho Rajpoot, and faced his fot s; who, appalled at till» ik ,: pe*ati 
act, deemed it unwise to attack him, and retreated Daud Khan, w h 1 ’ 
adnerents, 'ben settled in tho la tihw, or flats o Sinde, and gradually wm 
c 1 r is c„\ charity into tbo thuL lie was succeeded by fttohmi c Mi hi 
by hij nephew Bhawul Khan whose son is SadiU Muh. nnwu Khui f 
nrosui. lord of Bhawulpoor, or Daudpotra, a name applied boih m tin . o 1 
tiy .uid to its possessors, '* --oIv’-Arun of Daviu. 1 ' It wa: M Imh^c e 
deprived tho Bhattis rf district colled Khadal, so often mom nM In 
annals of and whose chief town is Derrawu), found rM j tv Raw 



his abodv. 

broken oft 


the e’ghf-h century • and Where tho sueof Hand AffcaM 


orrawul was at that time inhabited by a branch of th < )} A 
at a very early period, its chief holding til* tith of Rav%u s \\\ 
io family since their expulsion have resided at HuriaLh, 1» T -»» t • • 
Bwaner, $n an . Ilowance of five rupees a day, granted \ v tin tu rnip eru 
J b* cap it d of tho * c sons of David 19 wr.s reuiov 
CWuh by Bhawul Khan (who gave it his name), 
flitv, whose? name I could not learn. About thiitv > 

(Imdahar invaded Daudpotra, invested and. too : I < 

Bhawul Khan ro seek protection v r :,u the Bhattis at 



\ to the south bank * * 1 be 
ho sit. of an okb IT tai 
Mrs ago* an nt nr; t o(\ 
nd Dm T » ‘1: i 1 
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its restoration took place, and he once more pledged h : s submission 
‘dalli king, and having sent his son Mobarick Khan as a hostage and 
guarantee for the liquidation of the imposition, the army withdrew.-Moba- 
'L'jiv continued three years at Cabul, and was at length restored to liberty and 
made Khan of Bhawulpur, on attempting which he was imprisoned by his 
father, and confined in the fortroas of Kinjer, where he remained nearly 
un 4 til Kiiaw v Khan’s death. A short time previous to this, the principal 
chiefi of Dandpotra, viz. Buddaira Khyrahi, chief of Mozgurh, Khodabuksh 
Teraroh, Ikhtiar Khan of Gurhie, and Hadji Khan of Ootch, released 
Mobarick Khan from Kinjer, and they had reached Moral rah, when tidings 
arrived of the death of BhaWul Khan, He ^continued his route to tho 
capital ; !»'•: Nuseer Khan, son of Allum Khan, Goorgecha (Baloch\ having 
forin«irly injured him and dreading punishment had him assassinated, and 
pUve I bis brother the present chief, Sadik Mahomed, on the musnud : who 
luunodiat'ly shul? U p his nephews, the sons of Muburick, together with his 
yuunger brothel's i n tho fortress of Derrawul. They escaped, raised a forco 
of Rajpoots and Poorbias, and seized upon Derrawul : but Sadik escaladed it, 
tho Poorbias no defence, and both his brothers and one nephew were 
plain. Tho oth er nephew got over the wall, but wa3 seized by a neighbour¬ 
ing chief, surrendered, and slain; and it is conjectured the whole was a 
p ot of Sadik Khan to afford a pretext for their death. Nuseer Khan, by 
whoso instigation he obtained the musnud, was also put to death, being too 
f ov/o^ul for a subject. But the Khyrani lords have always been plotting, 
against their liege ; an instance of which has been given in the annals of 
iJik.-.'.cr, vhen Teraroh and Mozgurh were confiscated, and the chiefs sent 
to th' o is tie of Kinjer, the state prison of Daudputra. Gurhie still belongs 
to’AWIalla, son of Hadji Khan, but no territory is annexed to it. Sadik 
Mahomed has not the reputation of his father, whom Beejy Sing, of Marwar 
vised to stylo his brother. The Daodpotras are much at variance amongst 
each other, and detested by the Bhattis, from whom they have hitherto 
exacted a tribute to abstain from plunder. The fear of Candahar no longer 
exists at Bhawulpoor, whose chief is on good terms with his neighbour of 
l j-j'L-r mo le, though he is often alarmed by the threats of Runjeet Sing of 
Lihoro, vh > asserts supremacy over “ the children of David.” 

I > . -Of the numerous diseases to which tho inhabitants of the 


sort 


t. a 


re subjected, from poor and unwholesome diet, and yet more unw hole- 
ink, rat unda or night-blindness, tho naroa ^ v Guinea-worm, and 
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is, are the mo.-fc common. 
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Tho first and last ore ^oaMv confined 
who are compelled to walk a gre. ^ 

the limbs hom deep sand, acting as 
fibres, occasions thorn to become 


? vei 

poorer classes, and those 
he exertion necessary to extricate 
ant drag upon the elasticity of the 

A Yet such is the force of habit, that the natives of Dbat m Toy 
who hid ail their lives been plying their limbs as fowls, or carrier's 
nir.h- h tetwron all the cities on the Indus and in Kajpootana, 
ed ..t ube firmer tooting of the Indian plains, as more fatiguing 
' their native sand bills. But I never was a convert to 
Uh all his simplicity of character, even in 
nus own swelled veins, which could be compared 
d rat-hill, twisted round the calf of his limbs, if they did 
era ■». at 1 proved th«t he h.nl paid dearly for hi 
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INDIAN DESERT. 

Wf. From the narooa, or Guinea worm, there is no exemption, from (he 
prince to tho peasant, and happy i 3 the man who cau boast of only one trial. 
The disease ia not confined to the desert and western Rajpootana, bung far 
from uncommon in the central states; but beyond the Aravalli the question 
of c ‘how is your narooa V is almost a general form of greeting, so numer¬ 
ous are the sufferers from this malady. It generally attacks tho limbs and 
the integuments of the joints, when It is excruciating almost past endurance. 
Whether it arises x from animalcule in sand or water, or porous absorption of 
minute particles imbued with the latent vital principle, the natives are not 
agreed. But the seat of the disease appears immediately under and adhe¬ 
sive to the skin, on which it at first produces a small speck, which, gradually 
increasing and swelling, at length reaches a state of inflammation that affects 
the whole system. The worm then begins to move, and as it attains tho 
degree of vitality apparently necessary for extricating itself, its motions 
are unceasing, and night and day it gnaws the unhappy patient who 
only exists in the hope of daily seeing the head of his enemy pierce the 
cuticle. This is the moment for action: the skilful narooa -doctor is sent 
for, who seizes upon the head of the worm, and winding it round a needle or 
straw, employs ifc as a windlass, which is daily set in motion at a certain 
hour, when they wind out as much lino as they can without the risk ot 
breaking it. Unhappy the wretch whom this disaster befals, when, happen¬ 
ing to fall into a feverish slumber, he kicks the windlass, and snaps tho^ 
living thread, which creates tenfold inflammation and suppuration. On 
the other hand, if by patience and skill it is extracted entire, he recovers. 

I should almost imagine, when tho patriarch of Uz exclaims. “My flesh is 
clothed with worms: my skin is broken and become loathsome. When l 
lie down, 1 say, when shall I arise and the night be gone?'* that he must 
have been aftlcted with the narooa , than which none of the ills that flesh is 
heir to can b^ more agonizing.* 

They have the usual infantine and adult diseases, as in the rest of 
India. Of these the seetla, or ‘small-pox/ and the teejarra, or *tertian,’' aro 
the most, common. For the first, they merely recommend the little patient 
to ‘ Seetla Mata;* and treat the other with astringents, in which infusion of 
the rind of the pomegranate* is always (when procurable) an ingredient. 
The rich, as in other countries, are under tho dominion of empirics, win* 
entail worse diseases by administering mineral poisons, of whose effects thoy 
are ignorant. Enlargement of tho spleen under tho influonoo of the do fevors: 
is very common, and its cure is mostly the actual cautery. 

Famine is, however, the grand natural disease of those regions, svIiomu 
legendary stanzas teem with records of visitations of Book/u* Aftrfio, rho 
famished mother/from the remotest times. That which is best auth i.U 
cated in the traditions of several of these states, occurred in tho eleventh 
century, and continued during twelve years! It is erroneously connected 
with the name of Lakha Phoolani, who was ‘.he personal foe ot Sccyi, tho 


* My friend Dr. Joseph Duncan (attached to the Residency when I wag political n^oot at 
Oodipoir) wag attacked by thewarooa in a very aggravated form. It 1* -Cd uscu m the anrlo 
joint, and being broken in tho attempt to extricate it, was attended bv all the evil result* t 
imv > ioiicribod, ending in lamooorq aud generally impair--') ly v\ni« i» “ ni,.- 1 him < * v tail 
iho C ipe for recovery, where I saw him on my wav homo oig^t<30|i months alter, \mt he h cl 
even then not altogether recovered from tho lameness. 
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IftrSfe'^ahtOre emigrant from Canouj, and who slew this Robin Hood of tho 
dz-iev in S. 1268 (AD. 1212). Doubtless the desiccation of the Caggar 
river, in the time of Hamir S da, nearly a century before, must have been 
the cause of this, Every third year they calculate upon a partial visitation, 
and in 1812 one commenced which lasted three or four years, extending even 
to the central states of India, when flecks of po^r creatures found their way 
to the provinces on the Ganges, selling their infants, or parting with their 
own liberty, to sustain existence. 

Productions , animal and vegetable.— The camel, ‘the ship of the desert/ 
deserves the first mention. There he is indispensable ) he is yoked to the 
plough, draws water from the well,bears it for his lordly master in mesheks , or 
‘skins/ in the passige of the desert, and can dispense with it himself altogether 
during several days. This quality, the formation of his hoof, which has the 
property of contracting an 1 expanding according to the soil, and the indura¬ 
tion of his mouth, into which he draws by his tongue the branches of the 
habooly the kher 9 and joivas, with their long horns, sharp and hard as needles, 
attest the b 3 neficence of the Supreme Artist. It is singular that the Arabian 
patriarch, who so acourately describes the habits of various animals, domestic 
and ferocious, and who was himself lord of three thousand camels, should not 
have mentioned the peculiar properties of the camel, though in alluding to the 
incapacity of the unicorn (rhinoceros) for the plough, he seems indirectly to 
iiidnu ite the use of others besides the ox for this purpose. The camels of the 
de?Ti ar: far superior to those ofthe plains and those bred in the iliuls of Dhat 
and Darnair are the best of all. The Rajas of Jessulmer and Bikaner have 
crops of cam: Is trained fur war. That ofthe formerstate istwo hundred strong, 
eight of which belong to the prince ; the rest are the quotas of his chiefs ; but 
how they are rated, or in what mtio to the horsemen of other principalities, I 
never thought of enquiring. Two men are mounted on each camel, one facing 
fhe head, the other the rear, and they are famous in a retreating action : but 
when compelled to come to c ase quarters, they moke the camel kneel down, 
tie his 1 gs, and retiring behind, make a breastwork of his body, resting the 
matchlock over the paok-saddie. There is not a shrub in the desert that 
dors not serve the camel for fooder. 

h iuLT-guddh.<(, ) G orkb\f,i\ or the wild ass. is an inhabitant of the desert, 
but most abounds in the southern part, about Dhat, and the deep rooe 
which extends from Barmair to Bankasirr and Buliari, along the north bank 
of the great Runn, or ‘salt desert/ 

Hoz or Ndmey Lions, —The noble species of the deer, the nilgae, 
h v> b' met with in numerous parts of the desert; and although it enjoys a 
kind of immunity from the Rajpoot of the plains, who may hunt, but do 
not e its ii sh, here, both for food and for its hide, it is of great rise. Of 
the other wild animals common to India they have the tiger, fix, jackal* 
hare, and aho the nobler animal, the lion. 

Of domestic animals, as horses, oxen, oows, sheep, goats, asses, there is 
no want, and even the la.-t-mentioned is made to go in the plough. 

Goats dnd sheep. —Flocks (here termed chany) of goats and sheep are 
pastured i?i vast numbers in the desert. It is asserted that the goat can 
subflis without water from the month of Kartiolc to the middle of Cheyt, 
the autumnal to the spring equinox,—apparently an impossibility! though it 
well known that they can dispeuse with it during six weeks when tho 
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^ are abundant. In the thuls of Daudpotra and Bhattipoh, they re- 

-to tho flats of Sinde in the commencement of the hot weather. The 

shepherds, hk^ their flocks, go without water, but find a substitute in the 
clmich, or butter-milk, after extracting the butter, which is made into ghee 
and exchanged for grain, or other necessaries. Those who pasture camels 
also live entirely upon their milk, aud the wild fruits, scarcely ever tastinr 
bread. 

Shruls and fruits .—We have often had occasion to mention the Myr 
or hhureel ; the k/iaijH , whose pod converted, when dried, into flour, is called 
sanqri ; the jhal, which serves to hut the shepherds, and in Jeyt and Bysak 
affords them fruit ; the peeloo , used as food ; the Icibool, which yields its 
medicinal gum ; the her or jujubee, which also has a pleasant fruit; all of 
vhi' h serve the camel to. browze on, and are the most common and most 
useful of the shrubs : the j^noas, whose expressed juice yields a gum used 
m, medicine ; the pholce, with whose twigs they line their wells : and the 
alkaline plant the saji, which they burn for its ashes. Of these, the first 
and la*t are worthy of a more detailed notice. 

- tv h f kh ? reel 0, i ( the oappurit , or caper-bush) is well-known both 
in Hindus! han ami the desert: there they use it as a pickle, but here it is 
stored up as a culinary article of importance. Tic bush is from ten to fifteen 
teet in height spreading very wide ; there are no leaves on its cver-greeu 
twig-like branches, which bear a red flower, and the fruit is aWfc the site 
of a largo Mack currant. When gathered, it is steeped for twenfrr-fbwr 
hours in water, which is then poured off, and it undergoes, afterwards, two 
.PP, 8r, " t ‘ ons > when \ ho deleterious properties are carried off • they are 
S ^ Se Tml 6 :? Kt ? those who can afford it, IZ 

maund? d ^ Wlth breaa> Man y Emilies possess a stock of twenty 

and * , ®' T . bu i s l h y P lant > ch j e % produced in the northern desert, 

to TWU , abundailt m those tracts of Jessulmer called Khadal, now subject 
Ikh Lr ‘S’ 1 ' FrolT? u . Po °g u t fco Derrawul, a „d thence by Moreed-kote, 
sert in « i a ”' c ^'S ur ^ ie > to Khyrpur (Dyr AUi) is one extensive thul, or <le- 
ckittZi * f!° h m i h T T Y7 consid fable tracts of low hard flat, termed 
onlv is the •• ! lodgment of water after rain, and in these spots 

is obtained Wv Fnn^ Placed. The 3alfc, which is a sub—carbonate of soda, 
and filled Jth * ner * tl0T1 > and the process is as follows; Pits are excavated 
falls to the bottoi ° T^en . fired > ? xudcs a liquid substance that 

or throw ’n» !f i •J^ 1 “ le burning, they agitate the mass with long poles, 

.vwtaLd h . ■ ,r “ bur r . to ° '“r 1 ?- viK», «f ms 

idkal' i. fben taken T^LTr Tf a ” J 'v' 6 1“*' *° c0<>1 *“ 

m. ,, „ , . , . ° ur > c nd treed from its impurities by some pivfvss. 

. u ;'j.u. i>!'.khu,, is sold at a rupee the seer (two pounds weight) ; of tho 

other upward, of forty M e ra ^ , oM Both Kajpmts nod 

M 11 m. an, p ursue this employment, and pay a duty to tho lord paramount 


Ohittram, 


c *l ie nar p B a-pptied to these flats of hard soil (which Mr. jElp1>iu9tono happily 

£ fi L • f * a ? it nugg under the horse's hoofs in marching over it), is literally 
the picture, from the circumstance of such spots almost constantly presenting the imiriaae 
Jioio termed chittrum, How far the soil, so deeply Impregnated with alkalino matter, luuv 
^ nh to heighton, if not to cause this, wc have elsewhere noted in n general account of thin 
end of FhTvQlnmT *p V r" 0UB partB of n °rthcrn India. For a full account of Chit am, act 
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"a copper pice on every rupee's worth they sell. Charuns and othGis 
from the towns of Marwar purchase and transport this salt to tfio different 
marts, whence it is distributed over all parts of India. It is a considerable 
article of commerce with Sinde, and entire caravans of at are carried to 
Belcher, Tatfca, and Catch. The virtue of the soda is rvell understood in 
culinary purposes, a little saji added to the hard water soon softening the 
m:ss of pulse and rice preparing for their meals ; and the tobacconists use 
considerable quantities in their trade, as it is said to have the power of 
restoring the lost virtues of the plant. # . 

Graces are numerous, but unless accompanied by botanical illustration, 
their description would possess little interest. Ther» i 3 the gigantic sehioun, 
or cco} 1 , classically known as the cu,sa f and said to have originated the name 
of Cush, the second son of Rama, and his race hbe Cushwaha. It is often 
eight feet in height ; when young, it serves, a* provender for animals, and 
when more mature, as thatch f>r the hut3, whil * it 3 roots supply a fibre, con * 
verted bv the wavers into brushes indisp^s^blo to 6h?ir trade. There is 
likewise the sirkunda, the dhamun, the dhooha, and various others - besides 
the gokra, the papri, and the bhoovut, which adhering to thoir garments, 
are the torment of travellers. 

Melon*. _Of t h ° ou<y**ViW>30US gBnus, indigenous to the desert, they 

havi virions binds, from the gigwtic k hurbnja and the chipra , to the dwarf 
pnwir. Tin tomato., whose Indian name I have not preserved, is also a 
. of this? regions, and well known in other parts of India. We shall 
trnpas j no farther with these detiils, than to add, that the botanical earnest* 
of ad smh trees, shrubs or grains, as oecur in this work, will be given wit-h 
the general Index, to avoid unnecessary repetition. 
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Jessuhner to S elaoan, on the right honk of the Indus , and Ih/dectbad, 
and returned by Omurkote to J essulmer. 

KoohWra, (5 C03s)..—A village inhabited by Palliwal Brahmins ; two hun¬ 
dred houses ; wells. 

(hijr. 7 err, bus tee, (2 coss).—Sixty houses ; chiefly Brharains; wells. 

Khah t, (3 ooes).—Three hundred houses ; chiefly Brahmins ; a small fort of 
four bastions on low hills, having a gcarrison of Jeasulmer. 
nvohi, (5 coss). \ An Assemblage of hamlets of four or fire huts on one 
Boom, (5 do ) | spot, about a mile distant from each other, conjointly 

called Soom, having a boorj or tower for defence, garrisoned from Jesuit 
mcr • several large wells, termed ba irga ; inhabitants, chiefly Smdies 
of various tribes, pasture their flocks, and bring Salt and k harra (natron) 
fr mi Deo Cbuudeswar, the latter used a3 a mordent in finui? colours, 
cvportr- 1 to all parts. Hilfway between Soorn and Moil non is the 
boundary of Jessulmcr and Sin do. 




umsTfty 
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situated 
journey is 


noh* (24 coss).—A hamlet of ten huts ; chiefly Sindies 
amidst lofty sand hills. From Soom, the first haif of the 
over alternate sand-hills, rocky ridges (termed muncjcjro ), and occasion¬ 
ally plain ; for the next three, rocky ridges and sand-hills without anv 
flats, and the remaining nine cos 3 a succession of lofty tetbas . In ail 
this space of twenty-four coss there are no wells, nor is a drop of water, 
to be had bub after rain, when it collects in some old tanks or reservoirs, 
called nadi and tabah , situated half-way, where in past times there was 
a town. 

It is asserted, that before the Mahomedans conquered Sindo and 
these regions, the valley and desert belonged to Rajpoot princes of tho 
Pramar and Solanki tribes; that the whole thul (desert was more or 
less inhabited, and the remains of old tanks and temples, notwithstand 
ing the drifting of the sands, attest the fact. Tradition records a 
famine of twelve years’ duration during the time of Lakha Foolani, in- 
the twelfth century, which depopulated the country, when the survivors 
of the tlml fled to the Kutchi y or flats of tho Sindc. There arc through¬ 
out still many oases or cultivated patches, designated by the local terms 
from the indispensable element, water, which springs or rivu- 


jlixed by the tribe of those 
pasturing, whether Sodas, Rajurs, Sumaioh as ; inhabitants of one 


lets, are called ivah , bah. lair eh, rar , tir } pr 


hamlet will go as far as ten miles to culti ^ 0 a P a ^ c ^' 


B bore, (2 coss.) These are all hamlets ^ about ten huts, inhabited by 
PaL i, (3 coss.) | Rajurs, who cultiva^ 0 patches of land or pasture the ir 
Eaju: cabnstee, ^ flocks of buffaloes, cows, camels, goats, amidst the 
(2 coss.) f t j m i 

; at each of thes? hamlets there are plenty of 
Hamlet ofRa~ | springs; at Raiur-ca*^ s teo there is a pool called 
3 urs > (2 coss.) J Mahadeo-ca-de. 


I } eo Chandeswar Makadeo , (2 coss.)—When the Soda princes held sway in 
these regions, there was a town here, and a temple to Makadeo, the 
ruins of which still exist, erected over a spring called S ooraj coonc:, or 
fountain of the sun. The Islamite destroyed thO temple, and changed 
the name of the spring to Deen-Bekciw or Svate ra the faith.* Tho 
co°nd is small, faced with brictanmd has its margin planted with date 
ttecs and pomegranetes, and a Moola , or priest from Sind, resides thero 
- f fn° leVeS tr ^ utd ^ rom ^ ie faithful. For twelve ^°ss around this 
spot there are numerous springs of water, where the Rajurs find pasture 
no their flocks, and patches to cultivate. Their huts ar coni al like 
n W1 & warns of the African, and formed by stakes tied at bh£ apex and 
covere with grass and leaves, and often but a large blanket oE camel s 
stretched on stakes. 


cmiifc o T f h w’ffT° r °I l 1 UJa . fr ? m M ^anoh to Sehwon. The Dimtti weut the longest 
count of water. The other is by Sukrund, na follows : 

5 a, 1 rl ..r’-y . 5 coss. Sukrund .v~. 3 <*»»•+ 

racuha-ca-bustee. 6 Nhiiia Ot 

0'l I,ani .- . 5 M ukrniui . ... . .- 4 

Mittrao. 10 Koka-ca-busteo. 0 

Meur-cm-khoo.. 6 Tho Sindo. 1«> 

Soopurio .. 6 Sehwan . 

Kumbor eft md.la .. U + Town high road from typpor to Lown- 


i'his nppeat’a very 
circuitoua. 



















mtsTfy 


itinerabv. 



<SL 


Chanclia-ca-bustee> (2 coss).—Hamlet inhabited by Moo3lems of the Chandia 
tribe, mendicants who subsist on the charity of the traveller. 


R ajur-cabustee, (2 coss.) 
S unviicha-GOrdo* (2 ooss.) 


Poorwas , or hamlets of shepherds, Suraabhas, 
Rajurs, and others who are all migratory, 
and shift with their docks as they consume 
the pastures. There is plenty of water in 
this space for all their wants, chiefly springs. 


Rajur, do. (1 coss.) 

Do. do. (2 co3s.) 

Do, do. (2 coss.) 

Do. do. (2 coS3.) 

Do. do . (2 coss.) 

Do. do. (2 coss.) J 

Od'ianioh, (7 coss.)—Twelve huts ; no water between it and the last hamlet. 
Wallah, (5 coss.) —Descent from the thal % or desert which coases a milo east 
of the na'la or stream, said to be tho same which issues from the Iudus 
at Dura, above Rory-Bekher • thence it passes east of Sohrab's Khyrhoor 
and by Jinar to Bairsea-ca-rar, whence there is a canal cut to Omur- 
kote and Chore. 

Mitirao, \ i oss).—Village of sixty houses, inhabited by Baloches j a thanna 
or post here from Hrlrabad ; occasional low sand-hills. 
m ler-oa-kooe, (0 coa.) — J 1 * 1 reo detached hamlets of tea huts each, inhabited 


. b y Avoids. 

Sheopoori, (,3 coss.)—Ono hundred and twenty houses, chiefly Aroraa : small 
fort of six bastions to tho soi^h-eagfc garrisoned from Hyd rabid. 

Kum' uiy Wallet, (9 coss—Thi^ nalla issues from the Indus between 
Kakurcabustee and Sukrun^ and pusses eastward; probably the bed 
of an old canal, with which t-h^ country is every where intersected. 

Sir.kvurtd, (2 co3s)—One hundred houses, one-third of which are Hindus ; 
p ,tcho3 of cultivation ; numerous water courses neglected ; every where 
overgrown with jungle, chiefly j/ww and k haijri, (tamarisk and acacia). 
Cotton, indigo, rico, wheat, barley, peas, grain, and maize, grow on the 
banks of the water courses. 


Jidtooc , (2 coss);—Sixty bouses ; a nalla between it and Juttooe. 

coss.)—pour hundred houses ; two nallas intervene. 

Alakaira, (4 coss)—Sixty houses, a nalla between it and Juttooe. 

Kakuv-ca-bHstee,{9 cosij.)__Si x teen houses ; half way the remains of an ancient 
fortress ; three canals or nallas intervening; the village placed upon 
a mound four miles from the Indus, whose waters overflow it during the 
periodic monsoon, 

Poore., or Har n l e t 9 (l coss.)—A ferry. 

The Indus, ([ coss.)—Took boat and crossed to 

3ewan, ovSe/iwn , (1)4 coss.)—A town of twelve hundred houses on the right; 
ban£ belonging to Hydrabad.* 


* 3 oh wan is Greeted on an elevation within a Few hundred yards of the river, having 
c 1 umps of trees. especially to the south. Tho houses are built of el ay, often three 
6 Sties high, with wooden pillars supporting tho floors. To Dh ; north ^ J cho town are the 
'or.iM{ tvl v avorv unciont and extensive forcress, sixty of its bast*oiu being still visible i 
end in tho oortro tho v'osbigoa of a palace still known as Raja Bhirfcorri-ca Mahi. who is said 
lo havo reimed bore when driven from Oojeia by his brother Vicramaditya. Although con- 
*v.r ijli vo t! vn smooth: liiudas had any p wor iu these region j, their traditions h&\o 
i'omanuMi. Thoy rotate that Bhirberri, the eldest sou of Gundrup Sen, was bo devoted to hut 
wife, t hat ho nogiootod the affairs of government, which mado his bother expostulate with 
Kirn his c >minr; t bia if #'0 oar#, Bho Ululated on tho banishment 01 yiorama, 
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Seine an to Hych'abaxL 



Jut ca-bustce, (24- c s*.)—The word jit or jut is here pronounced zjnt % This 
hamlet ‘bu*te£,’is of thirty huts, half a mile from the Indus : hills close 
to the village. 

tSumaicha ca-bustee, (2\ do)—Small village. 

£ukta‘,(2£do.) —Sixty houses ; one mile and a half from the river : canal on 
the north s'de of the village ; banks wed cultivated. In the hills, two 


a celebrated ascetic reached his court, and presented to Phirterri the Amur-phul, or ‘fruit o* 
immortality.’ the reward of years of austere < evotion at the slirino of Mahadc-o. Bbirt«>rr* 
gave it to his wife, who bestowed it on an elephant-driver, her paramrur; he to a common 

f restitute, his mistress : who expecting to be highly rewarded for it, cairn d it to the raja. 

nceiiped at each n decided pro f of infideli v, B lirierii, presenting himself befere his quern, 
asked for the prize—*sho had lost it.’ H iving produced it, she was bo overwhelmed with 
eh-smo that she rushed from his presence, and prccipititing hers If from the walls of iho 
palace, was dashed to pieces. Rxja Bhirterri consoled liimsdf with another wife, tUni 
Jhngla, to whose charms ho ;n like manner became enslaved ; but experience had taught him 
suspicion. Having one day gone n hunting, his huntsman sh-n a Moor, where doo cumin , to 
trie spot, for a short time cn tern pi a ted t o body, then threw’ herself on his antlois and db <1. 
Tho shelcnri . or huntsman, who had fallen asleep, iva u killed by a huge nnake. U wife c 'me 
t ee k him, supposing him still asleep, but. at le g h seeing he Was dead , she c Hoct-d 
leaves, dried reeds aud twigs, and having made n pyre, placed the body under'it ; after tho 
usual perambulations she set fire to, and p'*rUhod with it. The raia, who wimenr^d those 
proceedings, went home and conversed with JPinglmi on these extr >ary sutte&i, especially 
the L hekariH wnich he calle i unparalleled. Pinglani disputed th poiub and .iid it woe the 
sacrifice of passion n^fc of love ; had it been thi* lat.er. grief would have required no nvrc\ 
>oino .jme a r, jaiinr again gone a hum mg. Bhirterri recalled t ds conversation, : nd 
nr*Aon.^^tu rcnnrM • r Tk’-^ ,lli | C ^ )Lht a t,le '°l° ,tl > and sent them by a confidential 
cot neither XL™?? C " nb,lt with !l iir i’- Pingluui heard the details >.«•• wept 
wuraiaedan!} her ™’ Ut pr08tr:,tin P ''O-telf oof. re the sen, e.a-e.I .,> exit! ft , pyre 
excursion * Hasten in» ? ' C ? T l s,,,n n r " ul l,1 ° ^ ,e cit y as tho raja returned from hifl 

threw ofi th n f ° fcl1 ® s P°t of lament a' i m and learning the fatal la ue of his r.Ufice 
to V ramf tL™i ? / S , lnu the I'iV'l'im’s part., and :.ba:»V nod U-. .in 

his faithful rinn-l-mM “ «hieh hi uttered ns ho wan loved t. and fro, wns the mine 6f 
, 1 V V"',' ■ n-,,. la/” T.ie royal pilgrim at length Hand Ins 

Islamite av Ill ' m aU, ‘°“” h 1 ’"T P«'"t <»>' the mius of a polac. still know.. . von t > the 
datT Thereat a nhi,a T,i * h is a '""tfod that the h.rtr ss i* of mow am. eat 

tLSm In ,t;h l ?, U ' ,C ' l V'"‘ a ' " th the tmvn ' *>*» «‘Hed, after him. 
pLr 4aW to Jh 1 'A ® ,Sl T^ h 8 ‘H.poiito.l .he ... , tal r.mau.s . f a -a „t. named Uii 
i|“ aajnt who ll* tho^clf * U 'f’ bttt . th ' ir ' "».«••?<>« P° 4 "‘ *»''«* <-f Side, fl.e cem ta» I. of 

wScmdedwooden staLTVf if S 1“ lllJ *** 1 " nd 

paring .heir , U 18 , a <- -llrln « 9 spcneolu to SCO both Islamite ami UV.hv 

torn approaching the wtriltw place of worship.md although tho ... • is ,,r l. 
cslated fossil sacred to Vlshnn n Ir "* 9 >' el . b,,th a , loro a 1 ’ .hat eor.oi 

Bl-hoogh these Islamite ndorms are th * " o’ ,h 7° m , 1 "? '“ ct , w a a 'H», 

manner that this conversion was of th coinc ‘" 1 '"' »* i irl V'V s 8 *' ” in the strong, rt 

makes the moat big d ami intol'-« ei w ia l^.;V . Hi idn 



doubt that this is the site of one lf ^ U *""? I u T 
Music-anus, or Mookh-Schwan X c bJ F « T » ! 

Indns was marked by ex, esses J ° f 


pa R 


chvvf <>f Sehvran. The 

and donbtlvSB they fired’ah to lr,yl 

Kr-r.vk-barra or place of werel.i,, ancivd to jj 1 , , ()A ?1 . .. 

between tho fortress and tho river, ^ b i i;»Uh»i.-d b* ii 
proportions: of the former, tbo mcroamiU- tril • of ;V-.u.<ri t 
numerous, apd have booh fl*od hero for tronmolioiis. Tnero a 
• okurai (\J caeto, 6’or»na»'« org, 



^)"’ic >>* vary 1 it \e 

’• rquort j.., ihuj.® 
emu down ih<i 
. in latcr 

"[,»*"» Sikh. ,i 
"His , nd Jjlai. i, ■ _ , 

t u m . or. r 

goneiations. Tnero Hie ahW ma 
d *»Uh«, ami other Hindu ariizans ; of tho tha 6;M 

95 
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lies west, is a spot sacred fco Parbutti and Mahadeo, where are sett 
springs, three of which are hot.* t m 

Uomriy (2 coss.)—Twenty-five houses, half a mile from River ; the hil.s no.- 
lofty, a c«»ss west. 

Soomri, (3 do.)—Fifty houses, on the River hills ; one and a half coss west. 

8:<idoo y i r >S f ww,(4 do —Two hundred houses and a bazar, two hundred 
yards from the River ; hills one and a hall co.-s west. 

M ajendl (4 c ss.)—On the River two hundred and fifty houses, considerable 
i r-de ; bil s two C03S we.-t. 

Oom.irca hi ^Qe,[o coss.)— A few huts, near the river. 

Syed ra bustee, (3 do.) 

Shikarpoor, (4 do.)—On the river ; crossed to the east side. 

Ilyavnlad, (3 do.)—One and a half co*s from tho river Indus. Hydrabad to 
Nusurpoor, nine cos3; to Sheodapoor, eleven do ; to Sheodpori, seventeen 
do ; to Rory Bekher, six do ; total forty three cos3- 


Hydrabad via Omurkote, lo Jessulmer. 

Hindoo Khan-ca-lu8lec> (3 coss.)—West bank of Phooleli rivep. 

T <jpur y ( 3 do.)—Large town, north-east of Hydrabad. 

K utrail, (1 cossj—A hundred houses. 

.Nuru.rpur y '.l do.)—East of Taj pur, large town. 

UUwr-ca-Hnda . * (4 coss.)— A considerable town built by Ulyar Mian, 
brother of oho late Gholam Alii, and lying south-east of IN usurpur. 
Two coss north of the town is" the S angra Nulla or 15awah_ 8aici 
issue from the Indus between Hala and Sukrund, and passing Jundec a 

Neerhah y (5 coss.)—Forty houses *, Bah Tanda Gote Poorwa are all synony¬ 
mous terms for habitation of various degrees. 

Soonario (7 coss,)—Forty houses. .. , ^ 

’Dinaano (4 do.)—To this hamlet extends the flat of Sinde. Sand-hills i\e 
and* six miles distant to the north. A small river runs under JJingano. 


1« eaid lo bo tbo most numerous class. Th 5 ) Hindus are the monied mon. Cotton and Indi’ 
anti great miantitlos <?f rite in tho husk (paddy), grown in tho vie nago of Se wan, 
ported to c .ho ports of Tatir: and Koratchy Bunder by boats of considerable burthen, m»nnra 
entirely b MahomHans. Tho Hakim of Sehwan is sent from Hydrabad 1 ® 
mow tains which stretch from Tat.ha nearly parallel with tho Indus approaches wit w n. , 
in ilea of .Sohwan, and thdro turn off to th*i north-w*»st. All thoso hills am inhabited as^ ar 



pftvn«>e Nnomrie, by numerous flindn ,vk-i ims. Two of them are hot, and named ,^iry ' . 

aandmedJ.m fountains of rlu, s.«. -nl moon, an 1 imbu nl vi-h sspocial virtues ; but 
bofnro tin 1 nilerim ra. reap any uiU-antugi- by purifieation m thoii wators uo mu !. «* 

tho rite of ..-imfeasionto tho atton.Uu.. pr! •at-, -vho thrtm.'h into oesuon with Mah 
the ov : of ,-ntln, ahs,»utlo«. Should a ^nor ho « 


underroing this preparatory ordeal, no oraes out covert** *--•-- • •• - , p 

nli iv, nation that toe cordUssional rito is one of very ancient usage amongst tho Hmdu^oven 


* t)ii 4 preparatory ordeal, ho omes out covered 


ihcduyj of Rftmaof ICoBidn.— 

S Hindu Orhele.yotfe.uontedby «**«• 


(2) Thi..famous nhnneoi me mnau ^yumo, "" u flh v0 

days’ journey from Tiuha by K«» -achy Bunder, and about niuo miles from the eon bii» , 

( ;l ) Thee© are tho NomUrdios of Kennel, fnrUa, which the 

• Tai; is the Santo", of Nadir Shah's treaty with Mahomed Shah ot ^ ^ 

iOn.' l uor. llllu dnth- boundary between India and TWta, by wWbhlio ^ 

t hi* ‘ fuui’o portion of tho vailoy of Sindo, oast of that sit 

imra, ahnx o R 0r y Bckhor. 


h Ho OOWIM . i ui*v 

Others say, it ibsuos from 
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(7 cos's.)—A hundred houses. Two coss east of Ivors mo are lh^ 
remains of an ancient city • brick buddings still remaining, with well 
and reservoirs. Sand hills two to three coss to the north-ward. 

Oniurkote{ 8 C03S.)—There is one continued plain from Hydr.ibrtd to Oraur- 
lcote, which is built on the low ground at the very extreinety oi the 
thul or sand hills of the desert, here commencing. In all this space, 
estimated at forty-four cucha coss, or almost seventy miles of horizontal 
distance, as far as Sonario the soil is excellent, and plentifully irrigated 
by bwoahs or canals from the Indus. Around the villages there is 
considerable cultivation ; but notwithstanding the natural fertility, 
there is a vast quantity of jungle,' chiefly (nimesa aralica), the 

evergreen j hal and jhoio or tamarisk. From Sonario to Omurkote is 
one continued jungle, in which there are a few cultivated patches de¬ 
pendent on the heavens for irrigation j tho soil is not so good as the 
first portion of the route. *, ; »j |S 

Kutta)\(4i C 03 S.)—A mile east of Omurkote commences tho thul or sand-hills, 
the ascent a hundred and fifty to two hundred feet. A few huts of 
Sumaichas who pasture • two wells. 

‘Dhote-ca-bustee, (4 coss.)—A few huts ; one well • Dhotes, Sodas and Sindiea 
cultivate and pasture. 

J)ha,raas, (8 do.)—A hundred houses, chiefly Pokurna Brahmins and Banyaa. 
who purchase up the ghee from the pastoral tribes, which they export 
to Bhooj and the valley. It is also an entrepot for trade ; caravans 
from the east exchange their goods for the ghee , here very cheap, from 
the vast flocks pastured in the Rooe. 

l&hairloo-ea-pur , (3 coss.)—Numerous springs (/>ar)and hamlets scattered 
throghoufc this tract. 

Lanailo , (1 do.)—A hundred houses ; water brackish ; conveyed by camels 

from Khairloo. 

Bhoj-ca-por ,(3 do.)—Huts; wells ; patches of cultivation. 

B/wo,( 6 do.)—Huts. 

Gurrira (10 do.)—A small town of three hundred houses belonging to 
Sowao Sing Soda, with several pooras or hamlets attached to it. This 
is the boundary between D h^t or Soda raj and Jessulmer. Dhat is 
now entirely incorporated in Sinde. A dhanni , or collector of t i e tran¬ 
sit duties, resides here. 

Hursani, (lb do.)—Three hundred houses < hiefly Bhattis. It belongs io a 
Rajpoot of this tribe, now dependent on Mar war. 

J inj ijiiall /,(10 coss.)—Three hundred houses^ 

town, 


This is the five of the chief 

noble of Jeaaulmor ; his name Kaifcsi, * Bhatti. It is the horde 
of Jessnlmer. There is a small mud fortress, and several tallaus , oi 
of water, which contain water often during throe-fourths of the 
and considerable cultivation in the little valleys formed by the 
or sand ridges. About two miles north of Jinjinialli there is a • 
of Charuns. 

‘Giij Sing-ca-bustfieft flo.)—Thirty-five houses. Water scarce, bvouj 
camels from the Charun village. 


sheets 
vonr j 
rhab 




* See Aunala of Jessnlmer for an accouut of tbo minxUrof this ehiobain, (p. 180 ) 
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deora,(5 do.)—7\vo hundred houses. There are several iairas or 
pools, about a mile north, whither W;,ter is brought on camels, that 
in ;he village being saline. The ridge of rocks from Jessulmer here 
terminate*. 


Chnilak^) do.)—Eighty houses, wells ; 01>ailak on the ridge. 

B^oyal,7 do.^—Forty houses ; well ; small tallao or pool. 

V>t>no,(2 do.)—Two hundred houses ; pool to the west : small wells. 

J.es>il)nei\(5 do.)—Eighty-five and a half cuss from Omurkote to Jessnline 
by this route, which is circuitous. That by Jinjinialli 26 coss, Giraup 
7, NeeEva 12, Omurkote 25 ; in all 70 pucka coss, or about loOmiles. 
Caravans or k uttars of camuls pass in four days, casids or messengers 
in three ;:nd a half travelling night and day. The Inst 25 coss, or 50 
m'leSj is entire desert : add to this 44 >hort coss from Hydrabad to 
Omurkote, making a total of 120 coss. The most direct road is esti¬ 
mated at 105 pucka coss, which, allowing for sinuosities, is equal to 
about 105 English miles; 

Total of this route, 85£ coss. 


Jessulmer to Sydrabad, b y Baisncw v 


KLooldur , (5 coss.) 

Khaha, (5 do.) 

LaVha-ea yony, (30 coss.)—Desert the whole way ; no hamlets or water. 
BnUuo\c % (3 do.) 

B > V. . t-ti/- Rc.r, (16 do.) Weel-». 

‘fhoey ro, (8* do.) 

llcef.a-ca-dliatt\ (7 coss.)—Omurkote distant 20 coss. 


Jtmdeela, (8 do.) 

IJMyar-ca-Taruia, (10 do.) - 
T ajpoor, (4 do.) 1 

J<itn-cd T ctnda, (2 do.) J- 
klydeabad, (5 do.) 


Total of this routo, 103 coss. 


•Sankra or Sangra Nalla. 

In the former routo the distance from Ullyar ca- 
Tanda, by the town of Nusurpur, is called 13 
coss or two more than this. There are five 
nnlias or canals in the last five cors, 


J'e$8uhner f by Shahcjurh to Khyrpur of Wleex Sohrab. 

Ava-sagne, (2 coss.) 

Chanda , (2 do) 

Fa>ni-cu tar 3 do.)—T nr or Fir, springs. 

Fan t -ra k ooehv ri (7 do.) —No vil age. 

K o-"iallo t (4 do.) 

Syhn/./r/- ( y -Hew er waste all this distance. Shagurh is the bound¬ 

ary : i has a small castle of six bastions, a post of Meet* Sohrab, gover¬ 
nor of Upper Siitde. 

Our sea 1 (6 do.) 

•~Shaki Abu) B irk at makes *i»o distance only ui-ie cr j from Shabgnrh to Korudloh, and 
state-i tiir imnorta: tact, of crossing tht dry bed 01 tho Caegnff, tivo coss wet?* of Kor.aljoh 
wat.' r *our<i t*U:U' .’ully by digging in the bed. INurueroug ha ras, to which the shepherds driva 

their flocka. 
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_i,u%hpX ) (28 do) —Roos or desert the whole way ; not a drop of water, 
There are two routes branching off from Gurhur, one to Khyrpur, tho 
other to Ranipur. 

'Bcilocli ca-lrtistce , (5 do.) \ Hamlets of Balcches and Sumaichas. 

S nmau'ha-ca wstcc , (o do.) J 

N •alia, (2 «o.)—The same stream which flows from Dura, and though tho 
ancient city of A ore ; it marks the boundary of the desert. 

Khyrptir , (18 do.'WMeer Sohrab, governor of upper Sinde, and brother of the 
juince of llydiabad, resi les here. He has erected a str me fortress of 
twelve bastions, called Noakote or New-castle. The 18 coss from tho 
nalla to Khyrpur is flat, and ranrks the breadth of the valley here. Tho 
following towns are of consequence. 

Khyrpur to Ludkana .—Twenty coss west ( of the. Indus, held by Kurrum Ali 
sou of the prince of Hydrabad. 

Khyrpur to Lukhi. — Fifteen coss, and five'from Shikarpur. 

K hyrpur to Shikarpur, (20 coss.) 


Gurhur to Ranipur. 

Furaroh , (10 C03S.) —A village of fifty houses, inhabited by Sindies and Kurars; 
several hamlets around. A dhanni or collector of transit dues resides ; 
here on the part of Meer Sohrab, the route being travelled by liuttare 
or caravans of camels. The nalla from Durah passes two coss east of 
Furaroh, which is on the the extremely of the.desert. Commencement 
or ihe ridge called 7'ukur, five coss west of Furaroh, extending to Rory 
Bekher, sixteen coss distant from Furaroh. From Furaroh to the 
[udus, eighteen coss, of thirty miles breadth of the valley here. 

J^ani/}oor,f(l8 coss.) 


Jssulmer to Rory Bekher 
K orialloh, (18 coss.)—See last route. 

Handoh , [4? do.] — A tribe of Mooslems, caded Oondur, dwell here* 

Gotterroo , (16 do.)-—Boundary of Jessulmer and Upper Sinde. A small 
castle and garrison of Meer Sohrab’s ; two wells, one inside ; and a 
hamlet of thirty huts of Sumaichas and Oondurs; tfeebas heavy. 
loaut [32 do,]-—Thirty huts of shepherds ; a small mud fortress. Rove, a 
deep and entire desert, throughout all this space \ no w r ater, 

Sunkrao. or S ungram, (16 coss. —Half th« distance sand-hills, the rest nu¬ 
merous temporary hamlets constricted of the jooar , or maize stalks 
several water courses. 

ftada Sanyra, f -J do.] -This nalla or stream is from Dura, on the Sinde, 
two coss and a half north of Rorv Bekher : much cultivation ; oxemnuy 
of the sand- hills. J 

Tirgateo, ( £ do ; )— A large town: Bankers and Baniits, hero termed Kirar, 
and Sumaichas. 

Low ridge of hills, called Tektar, [4 do.]— 1 This little chain of silicions rocks 
runs north and south ; Noakoto, the now-castle of Sohrab, is at the foot 

t Cauiderttblo town oil the high react tVom Uppui* to Lower Sinrlo »Soe subsequent. roll tof 
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them ; they extend beyond Furaroh, which is sixteen coss from Rory 
Bekher. Goornut is six coss from Noakote. 
liory, (4 coss) ] On the ridge, on tho left bank of the Indus. Crossed 

Bek her, [ i do.] \ over to Bekher ; breadth of the river near a mile Bo- 

&k her, [ | do] J kher is an island, and the other branch to Sekher is* 

almost a mile over also. This insulated rock is of silex, specimens of 
which I possess. There are the remains of the ancient fortress of M<m- 
foo* Li, named in honour of the Caliph Al-Mansoor, whose lieutenants 
made it the capital of Sinde on the opening of their conquests. It is yet 
more famed as the capital of the Sogdi of Alexander j in all probability 
a corruption of Soda, the name of the tribe which has ruled from imme¬ 
morial ages, and who till very lately held Omurkote. 

AT. B.—(Jasids or taessengets engage to carry lespatches from Je9Sulmer 
io Rory Bekher in four days and a half ;a distance of one hundred and 
twelve coss. 


13 either to S/ukarpoor, 

Lukie, also called Lubiesirr [12 coss ] 

S indu N'cilla, [3 J do.] 

Shikctrpoor f ( )4 do.) 

Total of this route, 16 coss. 

Bflk/e - to liudkhana [28 coss.] 

Hhikart>oor to Ludkham , [20 do.] 


Jcsmhner toByr AUi Khyrpocr* 

Koriallo, [13 6es's.] 

Kharroli , [20 coss.]— Rooe or desert all the way. This is the dohnd, or mu¬ 
tual boundary of Upper Sinde and Jessulmer and there is a small 
miiti-ca-kote, or mud fort, jointly held by the respective troops 5 twenty 
huts and one well. 

Sootialloh, j 20 d".]—Rooe all the way. A dand for the collection of duties, 
six wells. 

Khyrpoot \)yr Alii) [20 coss.]—Rooe, and deep jungle of the evergreens 
called lawa and jhal, from Sootialloh to Khyrpo^r. 

Total of this route, ^8 ec^s. 


Khyrpoor [D yr Alii) to Ahmedpoor 

Ohadra, [6 coss.j—Consideritbk tovm ; Indus four coss west. 

Sxibzul-ca'kote, [8 do.]—Boundary of Upper Sinde and Daodputra. This 
frontier castlo, often disputed, was lately taken by Meer Sohrab from 
Bin will Khan. Numerous hatniets ffnd wati recourses, 

Ahmedpoor s [8 coss.]—Considerable garrison town of Daodpotra ; two 
battalions and sixteen! 

To iai of this route, 22 coss. 

K hi/rpdor [Dyr AUi) io Idydrabad, 

[8co3s.]—Four coss from the Indus. 
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[5 do.] —Four coss from the Indus, 
do]—Two coss from the Indus. 

RoryBeklier, [20 do.]—Numerous hamlets and temporary villages, 
many watercourses for cultivation in all this space. 
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with 


Khyrpoor . 

(Sohrab-ca-) 

Gocnnut . 

Rani pur .... 

(See route to it from Gurhur.) 

Hinqore ... 

j Bhiranapur .. 

Ihdiani . 

Knnjerro . 

Nosheyra . 

Mora.... 

Shabpura*".. .*. 

D oulucpur...' . 

M eerpur .. ..... 

Kazica-Gote . 

Sukrund ... 

JJala .. 

Khurdao . 

M uttari....^ . 

Eydrahad . 


C083. 


r 

8 

2 

5 

5 

1 

3 

8 

7 

3 


^ Six coss from the Indus. 

The coss in this distance seems a me¬ 
dium between the pucka of two coss 
and the k utclia of one and a half. 

V The medium of one and three ijuar- 
ter miles to each coss, deducting a 
tenth for windings, appears, after nu¬ 
merous compai isons, to be just. Thi? 
i 3 alike applicable to all Upper Sinde. 


3 J 

3—On the Indus. Here Madarri crossed to 
Sehwan, qnd return to Meerpur. 

9 'l 


7 The coss about two miles each : which. 
‘ Y deducting one in ten for findings of 
* the road," may be protracted. 


6 J 


Total 145 coss. 


Jessulmer to Tkhtiar Khan-ca-Gurhie. 

B» 'imsirr, [4? coss.] ') These villages are all inhabited by Palliwul Brah- 
Mordesirr, [3 d >.] | . mins, and are in the tract termed Kundal or Kha- 

Gopadeo {3 do ] V dal, of which Katori, eight ooss north ..fJessulmei, 

[5 do.] j is the chief town of about forty villages.—N. B. 

J AH towns with the affix of sirr have pools of water. 
Nohr-ca-Gurhie, [25 coss .]—Uooc or (Insert throughout this space. Tlio 
castle of Nohur is o£ brick, and now belongs to Daodpotra who captured 
it from the Bhattis of Jessulmer. About forty huts and lil tlo culti¬ 
vation. It is a place of toll for the K vMm'* or oavavans . two rupees 
for each earaeHoaa of ghee, and four for one with augur ; 0 df a rupee for 
each camel, and a third for an ox laden with grain. 

M oreed K ote, [24 coss .]—Raoc or desert. Raingurn is four coss oarfc of this. 

I \\ktict>y-ca-Qurhi> [15 do.]— I&ooo until the last four cows, or eight-miles* 
Thence the descent from the Ucbas or sand hills to the valley of the 
Indus. 
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Iklitlar to Ahmedpoor. 

--—— Kh inpoor.. 

-*-Soul tan poor. 
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J essnlmer to S heo Kolloroh , Mieraloo, Chotnn , Nuggur-Parkur } 

M ittifi, and return to J essnlmer. 

DtfWa, [3 cos 3 .]—-Thirty houses, Pokurna Brahmins. 

A hnlli, [2 do.]—Thiity houses, Choh.tns, well and small tallao. 

Chore,'[o do.]—Sixty houses, mixed classes 

Demote, [2 do.] -A small town of two hundred houses, belongs to the 
Jessulmer fisc or kbalsa. There is little fort and garrison. A talla- 
or pool excavated by the Palliwals, in which water remains throughout 
the year after much rain. 

h*ngnr f [6 coss]—N. B. This route is to the east of that [following] by 
Cheencha, the most direct road to Bh tlotra, and the one usually travel 
led ; but the villages are now deserted. 

B easin', (2 coss.)—Forty houses, and tallao. Besjoorae 2 coss distant. 

T&undayc (frontier), ( 2 i do.)-Two hundred and fifty houses. Saheb Khan 
Sehrao with a hundred horse is stationed h re •, the town is khalsa and 
the last of Jessulmer. The ridge from Jessulmer is cluse to all the 
places on this route to Mundaye. 

Qoo.uiah, (H coss .)— 1 Thanna, or post of Jodpoor, 

(2 do.)—A large town of thre> hundred houses, but many deserted, 
some through famine. Chi-f of a district. A Hakim resides here from 
Jodpoor ; collects the transit dues, and protects the country from the 
depredations of the Sehraes. 

Kottoroh, (3 coss.)— Town of five hundred houses, of which only two hundred 
are now inhabited. On the north-west side is a fort on the ridge. A 
Rahtore chief resides here. The district of Sheo Kottoroh was taken 
from the Bhatti 3 of Jessulmer by the Rahtore* of Jdopoor. 

B ecsatUto, (.0 coss.)—In ancient times a considerable place • now only fifty 
houses. A fort on the ri<lgo to the south-west, near two hundred feet 
high ; connected with the Jessulmer ridge, ut often covered by the 
lofty teelasof sand. 

Khcraluo, (7 fcoas.)—Capital of Khardhur, one of the ancient divisions of 
Marusthali. Two cos 3 south of Beesulho crossed a pas* over the hills. 

Chotun, (10 coss.)—An ancient city, now in mins, having at present, only 
about eighty houses, inhabited by the Sehraes. 

Bankfioin\ 1 11 cos .)—Former y a largo city, now only about three hundred 
and sixty houses. 

B/n7 ca bu 'ee. (5 do.) ) Few huts in each. 

OkoLan ca-poorti, (6 do ) 

Nagyur, (3 coss.)—A Large town, capital of Parkur, containing one thousan d 
fiv • hundred houses, of which one-half aTo inhabited. 

Jfavn Khan Sehrae ca bndeeXi^ coas.)—-Thirty houses in the tlvd; wells, with 
water near the surface ; three coss to the 'ast the boundary oi Sinde and 
the Chohan Raj. 

Dhoie-co [15 coss.)—A Hamlet j Rajpoots, Bhil»> and Sehraes. 
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^or 'Miittri-ca-kote, [3 coss.]—A town of six hundred houses in Dhot, or 
the divison ol Omurkote belonging to Hydrabad ; a relative of whose 
prince, with the title of Nawab, resides here : a place of grent con'meroe, 
and also of transit for the caravans • a fortified raahal to the south -west. 
When the Shah of Gabul used to invade Sinde, the Hydrabad prince 
always took,refuge here with his family and valuables. The sand-hills 
aro immensely high and formidable. 

Ghailasirr, (10 coss.)—Four hundred houses, inhabited by Sehraes, Brahmins* 
Beeju-ranis, and Bunyas a place or great importance to the transit 
trade, 

Sumaioha ca-busiee. [10 coss.]— Thul from Chailasirr. 

Noor-Alli t Pani-Qa-'£irf % [9 coss,]—Sixty houses of Charuns, Sooltano Kaj- 
poots and K aoreas, [qu. the ancient Kaorea ? ] water [pam-ca-tir] 
plenty in the thul 

Roal t [5 coss.]—-Twelve hamlets termed was, scattered round a tract o 
several ooss, inhabited by different tribes, after whom they are named 
as Soda, Sehrae, Kaorea, Bnhmin, Banya and Sootar, as Sod-ca-b«$ 
Sshrae-ca-bas, or habitations of the Sodas ; of the Sehaes, &c. &c. 

Daellie, [7 coss.]—One hundred houses ; a dhanni , or collector of duties 
resides here. 

Qun'irah , [10 do.]—Described in route from Omurkote to Jessulmer. 

Raidanoh , [11 do,—Forty houses ; a lake formed by damming up the water. 
A ggur, or salt-pans. 

Shco, [3 do.]—The who'e space from Nuggur to Sheo-Kottoroh i<* a continu¬ 
ous mass oflofty-hids [thul-ca-teebT\ % scattered with hamlets ['poorua*\ y in 
many parts affording abundant pasture for flocks of sheep, goats, buffa¬ 
loes, and camels ; the thul extends south to Noa-kote and Bulwar, about 
ten coss south of the former and two of the latter. To the left of Noa- 
kote are the flats of Talpoora, or lower Sinde, 


Jesiubnev to Slieo Kotloroh , Burmatr, Nuygur-Goorok and 
Sooe-Bak . 

Dhuno f (5 coss.) Two hundred houses of Palliwals ; pool and wells ; 
two to three hundred feet high, cultivation between the ridges. 

Cheencha, (7 do.)—Small hamlet ; Sirroh, half a coss east ; ridge, low thul 
cultivation. * 

Jussorana (2 coss.)—Thirty houses of Palliwals, as] before , Keeta to the 
right half a coss. 

Ooonda, (1 do.) —Fifty houses of Palliwala and Jain Rajpoots ; wells and 
pools ; country as before. 

hangar, (2 do.)—Sixty houses ; only fifteen inhabited, the rest fled to Sinde 
during the famine of 1813 ; Charuns. Grand thul commences; 

S mgar-ea-tallaO, (| dp.)~YVator remains generally eight months in the 
tallao or pool, sometimes the whole year. 

Bcejome, (!$• coss.)! Between is the Sandh or boundary of Jessulmer ar( j 

Khoraol, (4 do V Jodpoor. Beejorae has one hundred and twenty 
) houses of Palliwala ; webs and pools at both plaoes, 

30 
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gjgmd, (1 co 33 .)—Seventy houses ; moat deserted since famine. 

7ioncfahy 4 do.)—Hamlet of twenty huts ; imas, or small wells and pools ; to 
this the ridge and ihul intermingle, 

S hro, (2 do.)—Capital of the district. 

Neemlah, (4 do.)—Forty houses ; deserted. 

B hadho (2 do.)—Four hundred houses ; deserted, This is The third year of 
famine !’ 

Knpoolri , (3 do.)—Thirty huts, deserted ; wells. 

Julepah, (3 do.)—Twenty huts , deserted. 

Nag guv (Go oroo), (20 coss.)—'This i a large town on the west hank of the 
Loon: river, of four to five hundred hous- s, but many deserted since the 
famine, which ha* almost depopulated this region. In 1813, the in¬ 
habitants were flying as far as the Ganges, and selling themselves and 
offspring into slavery to save life, 

B armair % [5 do.]—A. town of twelve hundred houses. 

Qooroo , [2 ).J—West side of the Looni ; town of seven hundred houses ; the 

chief i . tylcd Rana, and of the Chohan tribe. 

B atto, [3 do]—West side of river. 


Puiturno , (1 

[1 do.] 

Ru?ias t [3 do.] 


West side of river. 


■East side of river. 


Cdh'iruni , [2 do.]—Seventy houses ; east side. 

Cheetulxoano % [2 do.]—Town of three hundred houses ; east 
belonging to a Chohan chief, styled Rana. Sanehore 
the south. 

Rutovoh , [2 coss.]— East side of river : deserted. 

Hoie none/, [2 do.]—South side of river ; temple 
Mahadeo. 


aide 

seven 


of river ; 
coss to 


to Phoolmookhcswar 


Phootoh 

Tapper, 


2 do.]) 
[2 do.]j 


North side. On the west side the thul is very heavy ; east 
side is plain ; both sides well cultivated. 
fjop^oro , [2 do.]—West side. 

S or,r poor a, '1 do.]—Crossed river. 

S milotli, [2 do.]—Eighty houses, east side of the river. . 

B hoateroo, \2 do.]—East side ; relation of the Rana resides here. 

Narkr, [4 do.]—South side to-the river ; Bhils and Sonigurras. 

K \ (4 do.) —Sehraes. 

Titlmoh f (2 do.)—Large village ; Kolis and Pithils. 

Dhurnirfur, [3 do.] —Seven or eight hundred houses, nearly deserted, belong/ 

ing to Sooe Bah. . 

Bah } (4 cos*/—Capit-d Rana Narrayn Rao, Chohan prince of V ira ban. 

Lot nnh % [5 do.]—One huhdtod houses. . 

Sooe, [7 1o.J — Residence of Chohan chief. 


BUlotra on the Looiii river to Pokurn and Jessutmer, 

TiiMwllra, (8 cosU-Bhalotra fair on the 11 th Maug—continues ten 
Hays. Bhalotra has four to five hundred houses in the tract cal ed 
Huwauchi the ri-ig’ nnitos with .Thalore and Sewanota. Panchbuddra 
has two hundred houBss, alunstall desn-ted since the famine, Here 


\ 
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'Is the celebrated Agger, or salt-lake, yielding considerable revenue to 
the government. 

Gopti, (2 coss.;—Forty houaes ■ deserted * one coss north of this the deop ; 
thul commences. 

Patode , (4 do.)—A considerable commercial mart • four hundred houses ; 
cotton produced in great quantities. 

Seevaie , (4 coss )— 1 Two hundred houses, almost deserted. 

Serurohj (1 co.s.)—Sixty houses. To Patode the traofc is termed Sewanch 
from thence Eendavati, from the ancient lords of the Eendo tribe. 

Boongurro, (3 coss.)) Boongurro has seventy hous-a, Solankitullo four lum- 

Solankitullo, (4 do.) > dred, and Pongulli Sixty. Throughout sand-hills. 

Pongulliy (5 do)) This tract is called Thulaicha, and the. Rahtons 
who inhabit it, Thulaicha Kahtores. There are many of the Jit ot Jat 
tribe as cultivators. Pongulli a Cnarun community. 

Bakurri , (5 coss.)—One hundred bouses ; inhabited by Oharuns. 

Dhohirr , (4 da*)—Sixty houses, inhabited by Pulliwall Brahmins. 

Pokurn, (4 do.)—From Bakurri commences the Pokurn district ; all flat, 
and though sandy, no teebas or hills. 

Odhanio , (6 coss.) - Fifty houses •, a pool in the south side. 

Lahti , [7 do.]—Three hundred liouses ; Palliwal Brahmins. 

S odacoor, (2 do ) ] Sodacoor has thirty houaes and Chandun fifty ; Palli- 

!- wals. Dry nalla at the latter, water obtained by 

Chandun, (4 do.) J digging in its bed. 

Bhojka, (3 do.)—One coss to the left is the direct road to Basunki, seven 
coss from Chandun. 

Basanki-talao , [5 eoss.]—One hundred liouses ; PulliwaD. 

Afoklait , [1 do.]- — Twelve houses ; Pokurn a Kramins. 

J essulmer, [4 do.] — From Pokurn to Odhanio, the rond is over a ! >\v ridgo 
of rocks ; thence to Lathi is a well-cultivated plain, the ridge being on 
the left. A small thul intervenes at Sodacoor, thence to Chandun 
plain. From Chandun to Basunki the road again traverses the low 
ridge, increasing in height, and with occasional cultivation, to Jessulmer 


ISlae ca-bnstee, [4 coss.] 
Qujnai-r, (5 do) 
Gooroh, (5 do. ) 
Beetnoke, (5 do.) 

(iiramrr (R ,1a 


Bikanrr to*Ikhtiar KKav-ca-Qurhct, ruth 


Indus » 


I 


Sandy plains ; water at all these villages, From 
Girujsirr, the Jessulmer frontier, the teebna or 
sand-hills commenoe, and continue moderate to 
Beekumpoor. 


rajnrr, (8 do.) 

Namtye, (4 do.) J _ 

Ih.’fik umpoov (0) coss. ) Beekumpoor toMohungurh, Toot or desert all the 
Mohnngur, (16 coss. J way, having considerable sand-hills and jungle. 
Natchana, (16 do) —Teebas or sand-hills throughout this space. 
tfar niie t (9 do.) —A Brahmin village, 

Nofiur-ca Qnrlue,[2* do.]— Deep root or desert j iho frontier garrison of 
Siude ; the gurhee, or castle, held by Hadji Khan. 

Moreed Hole, [24 coss.]— Rooe high sand-hills. 
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hee Ibhtiar-Khan-ca, [18 coss .]—The best portion of this through the 
Kutc/ii, or flats oftho valley. Gurhic on the Indus. 

Total 147 coss equal to 220 miles, the coss being about a mile and a half 
each ; 200 English miles of horizontal distance to be protracted. 
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OF 

AMBER,* OR DHOONDAR. 


CHAPTER I. 

Designations given by Europeans to the principalities of Rajpootana .— 
Dlioondar known by the name of its capitals , Amber or Jeypoor —T he 
country of the Cuchwahas , an aggregate of conquests ly the race so called 
—Etymology of ‘ Dhoondar—Origin of the Cuchwahas.—Raja Sal 
founds Nurwar —D liola Rae expelled, and founds Dhoondar. — Roman¬ 
tic legend of D hola Rue.—His treachery to his benefactor , the Mcena lord 
of Khogong .—Marries a daughter of a R irgoojur chief, and bcoomes Ins 
heir,—Augments his territories, and transfers his government to Ram - 
guvh .—Marries a daughter of the prince of Ajmere.—Is killed in buttle 
with the M eenas .—His son Kankul conquers Dhoondar ,—M aidul Rae 
conquers Amber, and other places,—Conquests of Iloondeo.—Of Koontul , 
—Accession of Pujoon.—Reflections on the aboriginal tribes at this period, 
—The Mecna race ,—Pujoon marries the sister of Prichwi raj of Delhi. 
—His m ilitary prowess.—Is killed at the rape of the princess of Canonj. 
—Maim succeeds. — His successors. — Prithm-raj creates the Bura*ko/n*.*, 
or twelve great fiefs of Amber,—He is assassinated.—Dakar mull.—The 
first to wait on the M ahomedan power.—Dhagwandas the fast Rajpoot to 
give a daughter to the imperial house;— His daughter marries Jehangir, 
and gives birth to K hoosroo.—Accession of Ma un Sing .—-Hi* power, intri¬ 
gues, and death .—Rao Bhao .—M aha —Mirza Raja Jet/ Sim/, brother of 
Raja Maim, succeeds .—1 iepoArs the disgraces of his two predecessors, end 
renders immense services io the empire.—Is poisoned by his son . — R 'c.t 
Ring*—Bishcn Ring, 

By some conventional process, Europeans in India have adopted the 
habit of designating the piincipalities of Rajpootana by tho narm of their 
respective capitals, instead of chose of the countries. Thus Mar war and 
Mewar are recognised under the titles of their chief cities, JoJpooc and 
Ooodipoor ; Kotah and Boondi are denominations indiscriminately applied to 


* This account of tho Amber of Joypoov state, is nearly what I communicated to tho 
Marquis of Hastings in 1811.15, Amidst the multiplicity of objects which Subsequently 
engaged my attention. I had deemed myself absolved from the neoessitv ol culm-ging upon U. 

trusting tlmt a more competent peu would havo superseded this essay, theru hiving been 

1 political authorities at t hat court since it was written. Beii 
any thing has been done to develope its historical resources, which are more abundant than 
those of any other court of India. I thiuk it right not to suppress this sketch, lu»we\or 
imperfect. 
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fche general term of the region, which i3 rarely mentioned • and 
Dhoondra is hardly known by that denomination to Europeans, who refer to 
the state only by the names of its capitals, Amber or Jeipoor, the last of 
which is now universally used to designate the region inhabited by the 

Cuchwahas. . . 

The map defines the existing boundaries of this principality, to which 
I shall indiscriminately apply the terms [as is the practice of the natives] of 
Dhoondar, Amber and Jeipoor. , ^ , , 

Like all the other Rajpoot states, the country of the Cuchwahas is an 
assemblage of communities, the territories of which have been wrested from 
tho aboriginal tribes, or from independent chieftains, at various periods • and 
therefore the term D hoondar 7 which was only one of their earliest acquisb 
tions, had scarcely a title to impose its name upon the aggregate. The ety¬ 
mology of Dhoondar is from a once celebrated sacrificial mount [dhoond] on 
the western frontier, near Kalik Jobnair.* 

The Cuchwaha or Cuchwa race claims descent from Cush, the second 
son of Rama, King of Koshula, whose capital was Ayodia, the modern 
Oudc. Cush, or some of his immediate offspring, is said to have migrated 
from the parental abode, and erected the celebrated castle of Rhotas, or 
R jhita?,f on he Soane, whence, in the lapse of several generations, another 
distinguished scion, Raja Nal, migrated westward, and m S. 351, or A D 
29.;. founded the kingdom and city of Nurwar, or classically, Nishido. + , 
Some of the traditional chronicles record intermediate places of domiclo 
jiior to the erection of this famed city: first, the town ot Lahar, in the 
heart of a tract yet named Cuchwagar, < r region [(jar] of the Cuchwahas , 
and secondly, that of Gwalior. Be this as it may, the descendants ot lutja 

Nal adopted the affix of Pal [which appears to be the distinguishing epithet 
„ .... 1 , ri . ....Lit o:_ from 


"nil 


Nal], wh 

102:; A. D 


uimjl/eu. oil 1 ? aiuA '-'t x U IT-' c? 1 . 

the eailv Rajpoot trib-s], until Sora Sing [thirty-third in descent from 

. -rvt 1 rs It 21 C _ i-1 _~ Vv n o nil in S . 


illy JtctJpUVU unu jj, U.u/u L - J J , . Q 

» son, Dhola Rae, was expelled from the paternal abode, and in o. 
967, laid the foundation of the state of Dhoondar. 


* Tin* traditional history of the Chohans asserts, that thi3 mount ivas the plnoe 
pemui'o of their famed king Beesildeo of Ajmere, who, for bis oppression © 1 

bol’jects, was transformed into a Rikhus, or Demon, in which condition ho continued t *0 evi 
_i. i j . r . « • .• _ /1 • i • i ...i. ■ , „ . i.. 11 rr V until a errand- 


,i- :t j, was branatormeu into a Jhktius, or Demon, in whion oonuiuou uu 
won: ot ' is former existence, ‘devouri: ; his subjects’ fas literally expressed}, until a gran 
child oflered himself as a victim to appease his insatiable appetite. The language ot inno¬ 
cent aft'oclion made its way to iho he rt of the Hakhus, who recognized his offspring, anc 
win;rod lus flight to the Jumna. It migiit be worth *hile to excavate the dhoond of uho 


winded ins iognc to the Jumna, it might ne worm «hhb 

transformed Chohaa king, which f havo some notion to prove to be his sepulchre. 

+ Wl ore this celebrated abode searched for inscriptions, they might throw light on th< 
history of the descendant s of Hama. , * 


scendaiitR ot itama. - 

/ Pn iixed to a descriptive sketch of the city of Nurwar (which I may append), the year 
S. 351 h given lor its foundation by Raja Nal, but whether obtained from an inscription or 
hist ‘ local loo-end. I know not. It, however, corroborates, in a remarkable manner, tho 
nnmbor . r descents from Na to Dhola Itao, viz. fchrirty-threo which, calculated according t« 
.itdaitt (see vol. i, p. 13), at twonty-tnro years to a reign, will make < 2fi yea s, winch 


tho Iji 


aubtrac 


T 7 


in. 


3mc poeu 
JJmnmurij 
and ban 
of Noil in, 


d from 1033, the era of Dhola Rao’s migration, leaves 397. a diOoronee of only lilt} 
a between the computed and settled eras; and if wo allowed only twenty-four years 
I, instead if twenty two, n 3 proposed in all long lines above twenty live generations, 

n"rtMi?'wd^u m b^itation, adopt the date 351, or A D. 295, for tho period of 
I, whose history is .me of the grand sources of deli.dit to tho balds of Rajpootana. 
n roooarsinif his adren.nros no lor tho title •: Nal and Damyant, (fam. Na - 
). was i.rauslatod into p. r.-ian at Akber'a command, by F»or.i. brother ol Abul.a/.il, 
umado known io tho admirers of .Sanscrit literature by Professor Bppo 
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family, which traces its lineage from Rama of Koshula, Nala of 
Nishida, and Dhola the lover of Maroni, may be allowed 'the boast of heral¬ 
dry and in remembrance of this descent, the Cushites of India celeurate 
with great solemnity 'the annual feast of the sun/ on which occasion a sta^ !y 
car, called the chariot of the sun \Suiyq, ratha ], drawn by eight horses, is 
brought from the temple, and the descendant of Ramesa, ascending therein, 
perambulates his capital. 

A case of simple usurpation originated the Cuchwaha state of Amber ; 
but it would be contrary to precedent if this event were untinged with 
romance. As the episode, while it dee* not violate probability, illustrates the 
condition of the aboriginal tribes, we do not exclude the tradition. On the 
death of Sora Sing, prince of Nunvar, his brother usurped the government, 
depriving the infant, Dhola Rae, of his inheritance. His mother, clothing 
herself in mean apparel, put the infant in a b isket, which she placed on her 
heed, and travelled westward until she reached the town of Khogong 
[within five miles of the modern Jeipoor], then inhabited by the Meenaa, 
Distressed with hunger and fatigue, she had placed her precious burthen on 
the ground, and was pluckiug some wild berries, w r hen she observed a hooded 
serpent rearing its form over the basket. She uttered a shriek, which attract¬ 
ed an itinerant Brahmin, who told her to be under no alarm, but rather to 
rejoice at this certain indication of future greatness in the boy. But the 
emaciated parent of the founder of Amber replied, ',What may be in futurity 
X hoed not, while I am sinking with hunger ; v on which the Brahmin put her 
in the way to Khogong, where he said her necessities would bo relieved. 
Taking up the bisket, she reached the town, which is encircled by hilly, and 
.accosting a female, who happened to be a slave of the Meena chieftain, 
bogged any meni&l employment for food. By direction of the Meena Rani, 
she was entertained with the slaves. One day she was ordered to prepare 
dinner, of which Ralunsi’ the Meena Raja, partook, and found it so superior 
to his usu-d fare, th »t he sent for the cook, who retailed her story. As soon 
as the Meena chief discovered the rank of the illustrious fugitive, he adopted 
her as his sister, and Dh*»la Rae as his nephew. When the boy had attained 
the age of Rajpoot manhood [fourteen,] he was sent to Delhi,* with the 
ribute of Khogong, to attend instead of the Meena. The young Cuchwaha 
remained there five years, when he conceived the idea of usurping his bene- 
ac °i s authority. Having consulted the Meena dhad' y f or bard, a? to the 
xiT S ' m ?p»ns of executing his plan, he recommended him to take advantage of 
• e estival of the D ewali, when it is eustomaiy to perform the ablutions cn 
maw, i7i a tank. Having brought a few of his Rajpoot brefch^rn from Delhi, 
he ac-omph s hed his objecn, filling the reservoirs in whr h the Meena.- lath, d 
with their dead bodies The treacherous bird dll not escape ; Dhola Rue put 
°"’n hand, observing, “ he who bad proved unfaithful 

r rri > coul ‘} not be trusted by anothet” He then took po s, ssion 

ol Khogong. Soon after, he repaired to Dco3ah,t a castle and district ruled 
W ap independent chief of the Birgoojur tribe of Rajpoots, whose daughter 

I H' c J"? 1, tribe were then supreme iords"of^India. . , . „ , 

T Dhad\ ) dkoli, dhom , Jxcw, arc all terms for tho bards or minsfcreis of the Meena 

tribes. 

t See Map fur Peosah (written Dewnsah) on tho Bangunga river, abou thirty miios 


lum to death with his 
to one master 


Jeipoor, 
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-ne-aeinanded in marraige. “How can this bo,” said the Birgoojtir, "when 
we arc both Suryavansi, and one hundred generations have not yet separated 
us ? "§ But being convinced that the necessary number of descent had in¬ 
tervened, the nuptials took place, and as the Birgoojur had no male issue, 
he resigned his power to his son-in-law. With the additional means thus at 
hi-, disposal, Dhola determined to subjugate the Seroh tribe of Meenas, whose 
chief Rao Natto, dwelt at Mauch. Again he was victorious, and deeming 
his new conquest better adapted for a residence than Khogong, he transferred 
hi- infaut government thither, changing the name of Mauch, in honour of 


his great ancestor, to Ramgurb. 

' Dhola subsequently married the daughter of the prince of Ajmere, whose 
name was Maroni. Returning on one occasion with her from visiting tho 
s-urinc of Jumwahi Matta the whole force of the Meenas of that region 
assembled, to the number of eleven thousand, to oppose his passage through 
t heir country. Dhola gave them battle ; but after slaying vast numbers of 
his foes, he was himself killed, and his followers fled. Maroni escaped, and 
bore a V >sthumous child, who was named Kankul, and who conquered the 
count. of Dhoondar. His son, Maidul Rao, made a conquest of Amber 
from the Soosawut Meenas, the residence of their chief, named Bhatto, who bad 
ttio iitlo of Rao, and was head of the Meena confederation. He also subdued 
the N uidla Meenas, and added the district of Gatoor Gatti to his tern tory. 

Hoondco succeeded, and, like his predecess >rs, continued the warfare 
against the Meenas. He was succeeded by Koontul, whose sway extended 
over all the hill tribes round his capital. Having determined to proceed to 
Ilhut war, where a Chohan prince resided, in order to marry his daughter, 
lis Meena subjects, remembering the former fatality, collected from all quart¬ 
ers demanding that, if he went beyond tho borders, he should leave tho 
standards and nukarras of sovereignty in their custody. Koontul refusing 
to submit, a battle ensued, in which the Meenas were defeated with great 
s'ni "htor, which secured his rule throughout Dhoondar. 

K-Oo.itul was succeeded by Pujoon. a name well known to the chivalrous 
Rajpoot, and immortalised by Chund, in the poetic history [/versa) ° t e 

emperor Prithwi Raj. Before, however, we proceed further, it may be con¬ 
venient to give a skolch of the power and numbers of the indigenous tribes 

at this period. ... 

We have already had frequent occassion to observe the tendency or tne 
aboriginal tribes to emerge from bondage and depression, which has been 
sec.i in Me war, Kotah, and Boondi, and is now exemplified in the rise of t ie 
Cuchwahaa in Dhoondar. The original, pure, nnmixed race of Meena?, 
Myniis or Mainas, of Dhoondar, were styled Fuchwarra, and Suhdiviu d into 
five .'rand tribes. Their original home was in the range of mountains called 
Kallkko, extending from Ajmere nearly to the Jumna, v.hore they erected 
Amber, consecrated to Amba, the universal mother, or, as the Meenas. stylo 


Tt c Ilirgonjur trjbo claims d. scent from Ura or l.ao, the elder son of Rama. Ast'.ry 
artveii descent a from Uan.n to Vi-roo. >. Had thirty-tbreo from llitj.t Sain o m>‘>» 

* , , l i.. .1.. 1,. ,f' ffiviAi'nfinnu II \ ilM’ftfllR anti •Ul, It 
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the number generationa between "Viurama anti 
genealogist went on good grounds. it *oa in 8. Sol the 
at twonby-two years ton reign, gives sixteen to In: add. d V 
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f^akatta, Ram, ‘Quern of the pass/ In this range was Kkngopg, Mail 
amTmany other large towns, the chief cities or corntijnmties, hut Q’w n so 
late ns Raja Baharmud Cuchwalm, the cotcinporary or Baber and Hemayoon, 
the Moenas had retained or regained great power, to the mortification of 
their Rajpoot superiors. Ono of those independent communities vtaa a ie 
ancient eitv of Naeu, destroyed by Baharrrmll, no doul" wub tne 0 IS 
Mogul connexions. An old historical distich thus records the power of the 
Meena princess of Naen : 


“ Banin kofc chojuin >Jur:i:aka 
*• My a or- murj x c<% Faj^ 

“ B'- ■>•(« raj .Yuen '.o 
“ JuIf bhooA myn bhulto mango” 


That is. <l Thcre were fifty-two strong-hold?,* aid fifty-six gates ^ 

to the manly Myna, the Raja of Naen, whose sovereignty cl N a3 

extinct, when even of chaff [hhoos] he took a share. w If this is not an 
exaggeration, it would appear that, during the distractions of the hrsii 
Islamite dynasties of Delhi, the Meenas had attained their primitive import¬ 
ance. Certainly From Pujoon, the vassal chieftain of Prithwi Raj, to Bahar- 
niull, the cotemporary of Baber, the Cuchwahas had but little increased their 
territory. When this latter prince destroyed the Meena sovereignty of Naen. 
he levelled its half-hunched gates, and erected the town of Lowain [now the 
residence of the Rajawut chief] on its ruins, 

A distinction is made in the orthography and pronunciation of the 
design at i >n of tlm race : M yna, or Maina meariing the asil, or ‘unmixed 
cl as*,’ of which there is now but one,the Oosarra ; while Mew * is that applied 
to the mixed, of which they reckon bam pal.f or twelve communities, 
descended from Rajpoot blood', as Chohan, Tuar, Jadoon, Puri-ar,Cuchwaha, 
Solanki, Gehlote, &c. and these are subdivided into no* hss than hvo thou 
sand two hundred distinct clans, of which it is the duty of the Jaega, Dholi.or 
Dhom, their genealogists, to keep account. The unmixed Oosarra stock is mow 
exceedingly rare, while the mixed races,spread over all the hilly and intricate 
regions of central and western India, boast of their descent at the expanse 
ot f{ legitimacy." These facts all tend strongly to prove that Rajpoots were 
conquerors, and that the mountaineers, whether Rods, Bhi s Mynas. Goan Is 
Maims, or Sarjas, are the indigenous inhabitants of India. This subject will 
h fully treated hereafter, in a t parato chapter devoted to the Meena *rihea 
their religion, manners, and customs. % 

Ret us returr, to Pujoon, the sixth in descent from the exile of Nurivar, 
who wets deemed of sufficient consequence to obtain in marriage the sister oi 
Prithwi Raj. the Chohan emperor of Delhi, an honour perhaps attributable 
to the splendour of Pnjoon’s descent, added to hi* great personal merit. The 
chivalrous Chohan, who had assembled around him one hundr.d an l eight 
chiefs of the highest rank in India, a-signed a conspicuous phwe to p-iomi, 


NneUi- 

&h\» 


# Kate is ‘ a fortress but t n ay be applied simply to the 1 iu m 1m 1 r ^ b * 0< 
which in bho number of n gate might ival Thebes. Lowam. bn - * 

ihreo .honsnnd houses, and h.u; rhrhfcy-ibur . wnships dopouclout • \ ; . ? 

+ Pal is Uic torn. f. r - ermnr. fly of any c!' the a-nmu m ' l' UhWr Tw 1 

a ‘defile,’or'valley,'fitted f<r cultivation nod defend!. It t» P 1 ” , ,. .h ‘ * 

or rruotiun of Paligar, or tbe region fear) of t *!*‘"'J 

r, I ... 1. i .r.i!,,. m.ll *M v HA A! BlPfl . M ft 11 UC8lgb^tl> 


mod by iho learned for Bhll tribes, Maina or Myna, Maira, Mftirc 
taiuce-is, from Jfai? 1 , or -!/. >*, a hill 
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^bC^mmandcd a division of that monarch’s armies in many of his most 
important battles. Pujoon twice signalized himself in invasions from the 
north, in one of which, when he commanded on the frontier, he defeated 
Shabudin in the Kh\ber Pass, and purused him towards Gazni. His valour 
mainly contributed to the conquest of Mahoba, the country of the Cbundails, 
of which he was left governor ; and he was one of the sixty-four chiefs who, 
w ith a chosen body of their retainers, enabled Prifchwi Roj to carry off the 
prim: ss of Canouj. In this service, covering the retreat of his liege lord, 
Pujoon lost his life, on the first of the five days’ continuous battle. Pujoon 
was conjoined with Govind Gehlote, a chief of f he Mewar house ;—both fell 
together. Chund, the bard, thus describes the last lours of the Guchwaha 
prince: “When Govind fell, the foe danced with joy: then did Pu joon thund¬ 
er on the curtain of fight : with both hands he plied the k harg (sword] on the 
heads of the barbarian. Four hundred rushed upon him; but the five brothers 
in arms, Kchuri, Peepa, and Boho, with Narsing and Cuchra, support¬ 
ed him. Spears and daggers are plied—heads roll on the plain—blood 
flo vs in streams. Puoonj assailed Itimad ;but as his head rolled at his feet, he 
received the Khan’s lance in his breast; the Coorma* fell in the field, and the 
A} saraa disputed for the hero. Whole lines of the northmenstrew the plain : 
many a head did Mahadeo add to his chaplet,f When Pujoon and Govind 
fell, one watch of the day remained. To rescue his kin came Palhan, like a 
tiger loosed from his chain, The array of Canouj fell back ; the cloudlike host 
of chund turned its head. The brother of Pujoon, with his son, perform¬ 
ed deeds like Carna : but both fell in the field, and gained the secret of the sun, 
whone chariot advanced to conduct them to his mansion, 

^Gunga shrunk with affright, the moon quivered, the Digpals howled at 
their posts : checked was the advance of Canouj, and in the pause tho Coor¬ 
ma performed the last rites to his sue (Pujoon who broke in pieces the 
shields of Jej’chund, Pujoon was a buckler to his lord, and numerous his 
gift - of the sue! to the heroes of Canouj . not even by the bard can his deeds 
bo described. He placed hi* feet on the head of S ehsnay, he made a waste of 
the forest of men, nor dared the sons of the mighty approach him. As Pujoon 
fell, he exclaimed, ‘one hundred years are the limit ot man’s life, of which fifty 
are lost in night, and half this in childhood: but the Almighty taught me to 
wield tlm brand.’ As he spoke, even in the arms of Yama, he beheld the 
arm of his boy playing on the head of the foeman. His parting soul 
s'uisnod : S'n\ n wounds from the sword had Maiesi received, whose steed cover¬ 
ed wif.li wounds : migh y were the deeds performed by the son of Pujoon,” 
This Malosi, in whose praise the bi d of Prithwiraj is so lavish, succeed¬ 
ed (according to the chronicle) his father Pujoon in the Raj of Amber. 
There is little said of him in the transcript in my possession. There 
ir*, however, abundance of traditional couplets to prove that the suc¬ 
cessors of Pujoon wer* not wanting in the chief duties of the Rajpoot, the 
exuerc is? of his nvo-d One of the? mentions his having gained a victory at 
Rootrv.hi oyer the prince of Mandoo J 


* iJoormu, or Cue// tm aro ^ iiunyiaous terms, and indiscriminately applied to tho RaiP°°t« 
Aj*a< *t<: Tp-umiug ‘tortoise*/ 

T The olv plot of tlu? fQ, t \ oT war is of skulla ; His drinking cup a acmi- cranium. 

+ f Ri v• > this *luofly for tho conducing couplet, to seo how tho Rajpoot* applied he wor 
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hall pas3 over the intermediate princes from Males! to Pritfiwi Raj, 
fcb" eleventh in descent, with a bare cnumsra'. on of their names : rci Ma esi, 

BVejul, Rajdeo, Koelun, Kontul, Joonsi, Oodikurn, Nursing, Bunbeer, Oodh» 

rU "'PrKuri sons, twelve of whom reached man's estate. 

To them and their Successors in perpetuity he assigned appanages, s } md t o 
t th t t*i nr ‘twelve chambers' of the Ouchwaha house. 1 he portion of 
iam koti i or fc limited ; some of the descendants of this hereditary 

each was necessar y y magnitude to the principality tlseii at 

PreviLus howeveltothis perpetual settlement of Ouchwaha 
that period , V-\ermVdiately between Malesi and Prithwiraj, a disjunction 
fmfe and indeed ' \ &mily took p bce, which led to the founds- 

t,«'si u r *(-• 

This was in the time of Oodikurn whose son Baloji, left tas father s ho se, 
and obtained the town and small district ot Amritsar, which in time t 
ed on his grandson Shekhji, and became the nucleus ot ^ extensive and an 
gulir confederation, known by the name of the founder, b o v , , v ,-’ 
day covering an area of nearly ten thousand square miles. s . {‘a 

will be discussed in its proper place, we sbaU no longer dwell on it, 
proceed with ihe posterity of Prithwiraj, amongst the few inc. mi ^ f 

life, is mentioned in Ids meritorious pilgrimage to Dcwul* near thejnonth 
the Indus But even this could not save him from foul assd^mation, nd 
the assassin was his own son, Bheem, “whose countenance (sajs the cmoniUe 
was that, of a demon” The record is obscure, but it would apporu that o. o 
parricide was perished by another and that Aiskurn the son ot bheem was 
instigated by his brethren to put th* ir father to death and *’to expiato the 
crime by pilgrimage. ,u |“ In one list, both those monsters aire^numerated 
amongst the “anointed of Amber, but they are generally omitted m tno 
genealogical chain, doubtless from a feeling of disgust. _ 

Khoten to the lands beyond Cabul, where tho great Raja Miun comanded as Akbor 
lieutenant ; 

,{ Pulhun, Vttjoon jecte , 

“ Afa hoba, Canou-j Ivrri, 

(t Alandoo Malesi jeete, 

“ Rar Rootrahi ca 
~ u Raj Bhagwandas jeete, 

Mon'asi lor 

“ Raj a Maun Sing jeotc, 

“ Khoten fouj doobahi 
<l Pal i up aud Pujoon were victorious ; 

“ Fought nt Mabobu and Canouj ; 
u Malesi conquered Mandoo; 

“ In the battle of Rootrahi } 

“ Raja Bhagwandas vanquished. Mnwat* 

“ In t lie Mowaai (fsfcueeees, probably, * ' 

“ Raj Maun Sing vat victorfous ^ 

. , " army of seat of . of tb 

* «The temple ;the Dabed of the Mahomed an tribes . 

Rajas of Sinde, when attacked by the caliphs of Bagbftd. thQ y (Baber or Kemayoon 
t The chronicle says of this Aiskurn, th&i on \ have* continued. oocasimdy to furnl 
gave him tho title of Raja of Nut war. These «tatoa na cry conspicuou instance of t b 
representative, on the extinction of the line ot eit lei• Amber, who d\mg with i 

occurred on the (loath of ! sja Jnggut Sius, 1’ i-iaco of 'Nurwav was placed on i 

Issue, an intrigue was sot on foot, and a son of tho ox-prin 
adi of Amber. 
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Baharniull was the first prince of Amber who paid homage to the Maho- 
inedin power. He attended the fortunes of Biber and received bom Hen..*- 
yoo.o previous to the Pathan usurpation the munsub of five thousand as 

Raja of Amber- . . , 

Bhagwandas, son of B.ibarmuil, became still more intimately allied with 
the Mogul dynasty. He was the' fiiend of Akber, who saw the full value ot 
attaching such men to his throne. By what arts or influence he oveicamo 
tb - scruples of the Cuohwaha Rajpoot we know not, unless by appealing to 
M; i.varicc or ambition ; but the name of Bliagwandas is execrated ;is the 
who sullied Rajpoot purity by matrimonial alliance with the Islamite*. Uis 
dau dtM e?r*:rcd Prince Selim, afterwards Jehangir, and the fruit ot the 

inarraige w; a tlv unfortunate Ivhoosroo. ** _ .... 

M'un Sing nephewf and successor of Bhagwmdas was the most brilliant 
character of Akber s court. As the emperor’s lieutenant, he was entrusted 
with the most arduous duties, and added conquests to the empire from Khoft¬ 
en to the ocean. Orissa was subjugated bv him,t Assam humbled and macro 
tributary and Cabul maintained in her allegiance. He held in succession 
th,' governments of Bengal a«d Behur.5 the Dekhan and Cabul, Raja 
Mau?: soon proved to Akber that his policy of strengths,mg bis_ throne by 
Rajpoot alliances was not without hazard ; these alliances introducing a ir. 
influence in the state, which frequently thwarted the views of the sov.-reign. 
So powerful was it, that even Akber, in the zenith of b’o power, saw ° th “ 
mo thud of diminishing its force, than the execrable but common expedient - 

Asiatic despots—poison : it has been already related how the emperors at¬ 
tempt recoiled upon him to his destruction. [| . . . 

Akber was ou his death bed when Raja Maun commenced an intrigue 
to ult-’r the succession in favour of his nephew. Prince Khoorsoo, and it was 
probably in this predicament that ih« monarch had recourse to the only s-do 
policy, {.hat of seeing the crown fixed on the head of Selim, a>ter v ai s ' ' 1,1 
ei- * The conspiracy for the time was quashed, and Raja Maun wa ' 
the uovernmont of Bengal, but it broke out again, and ended in FP 
r.uaf imprisonment of Khoorsoo,* and a dreadful death: to his adherents 


* tt ia phasing lo find almost all these outline 3 of Rajpoot hintory confii rnrd bj Mr jo 
imrdpn writers. It «„< in A. H. 093 ( A. D. 1396 ) that tl.n mamage took) 

.raiiviiy of Ouehwnhas, vis, Bhngwandas His adopted eon Hoju Maun, £ , 

nJ1 sorting In the imperial army witu frxvat distinction at t u * - tunc. 1-aja » j,- n 

ntvled K'lunwar, or heir apparent, is mado the most conspicuous. Ho qua lion 
iimdod by the emperor's broker and while Bliftjwstnda* c/mmanded under a p • ^ 

blood against Caelum-rc. aautj Sing overcame an nsarrecti-'t of the Afghans at y< 

1 : ii'jfl Tras made vi.- voy ofQabwl. See Br'-s Torishta, vol. u P- *>»• ot * e 9 M ;i „„ 
t p.hagvmndua had three brothers, Suorut Smg and Juggut Smg, MadooSmg, 

W<A> |°PoJiyhUconflnue tMi, eaing he eent one hundred and twenty elephants to the king 
on this odpaaion.—Briggs* Fm ishta, vol. if, p. 208. v i p c ^ ftUU 

ti Wriahta confirms this liken is». According to this kistonu , „ 13^1, ar liaji- 

vet oidv Ao, ;• « heir apparent !bnt he was invested with govern meats of ' follow- 
pnr ami faiaa * tho ran 0 tear (A. !>• lsmtfhi* nude Bhapwandu, died, and t 

tin I'ii rh 1 p.- hoc Khoosroo by the (laughtva of tbo Cbmi-vr'.Via P ln ' ^ Briggshu 

- ' '») Will, gr.ru r«ji.i::ineH. Si, Brig*. Forishta v d. «>P to a aUght^r 

dluidariiy of the natm«K K howoo and Khooram to betray _ 
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[od his father- 
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•11. U.I fownot prince. H.waBOoi M.on.roo but Khooj-utnwl'O WM put w.- 
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was too wise to identify himself with the rebellion, though he 
is nephew, and he was too powerful to be openly punished, be¬ 
ing at th* head of twenty thousand Rajpoots; but the native chronicle men¬ 
tions that he was amerced by Jehangir in the incredible sum of ten crores , 
or millions sterling. According to the Mahomedan historian, Raja Maun 
died in Bengal,f A.EL 1024 (A.D. 1615); while ihe chronicle says he was’ 
slain in an expedition against the Kbilji tribe in the north, two years, 
latter.}: 

Rao Bhao Sing succeeded his father, and was invested by the Emperor 
with the Punj hazari, or dignity of a legionary chief of five thousand. Ho 
was of weak intellect, and ruled a few years without distinction. Ho died 
A.H. 1030 of excessive drinking. 

Maha succeeded, and in like manner died from dissipated habits. These 
unworthy successors of Baja Maun allowed the princes of Jodpoor to take 
the lead at the imperal court. At the instigation of the celebrated Joda 
Bae (daughter of Rae Sing of Bikaner), the llajpootni wife of Jehangir, Joy 
Sing, grandson of Juggufc Sing (Brother of Maun), was raised to tho throno 
of Amber, to the no small jealousy, says the chronicle, of tho favourite queen, 
Noor Jehan. It relates that the succession was settled by the Emperor and 
the Rajpoofcni in a conference at the balcony of the seraglio, where tho Em¬ 
peror saluted the youth below as Raja of Amber, and commanded him to 
make his salaam tu Joda Bao, as the source of this honour. But the customs 
of R&jwarra could not bo broken : it was contrary to etiquette for a Rajpoot 
chief to salaam, and he replied: “I will do this to any lady of your majesty’s 
f.tmily, but: not to Joda Bae upon which she good-naturedly laughed and 
called out, ‘‘It matters not: I give you the raj of Amber.’’ 

Jey Sing, the Mirza Raja, the title by which he is best known, restored 
jy his conduct the renown of the Cuchwaha name, which had been tarnished 
by the.two unworthy successors of Raja Maun. He performed great services 
to the empire during the reign of Arungzebe, who bestowed upon him the 
munsub of six thousand. He made prisoner the celebrated Sevaji, whom ho 
conveyed to court, and afterwards, on finding that his pledge of safety was 
likely to bo broken, was accessary to his liberation. But this instance of 
magnanimity was more than counterbalanced bj T his treachery to D ra, in 
tho war of successi m, which crushed the hopes of that brave prince. These 
acts, and their consequences, produced an unconquerable haughtiness of demon- 
nour, which determined the tyrannical Arungzebe to destroy him. Tho 
chronicle says ho had twenty two thousand Rajpoot cavalry at his disposal, 
ai. i twenty-two great vassal chiefs, who commanded under him , (hat ho 
woulfl sit with them in durbar , holding two glasses, one of which h • o ill ,1 
Delhi, the other Satarra, and dashing one to the ground, would exclaim, 
'there goes Satarra; the fate of Delhi is in my right hand, aud thi-, wnh like 
facility I can cast away.” These vaunts reaching the emperor’s ear, ho had 
recourse to tho same diabolical expedient which ruined Mar war, of making a 
son the assassin of his father. He promised tho succession to the par/;, of 

* Ho was afterwards *ssMnafcod by order of Shah Jehan. See Down Feriahta rol. iii. 
chap, i p. 96. 

t Dow, voll iii. p. 46 ; tho chronical Bays in S. lG99,«>r A. D. 1615. 

t Account of the life of Itaja Maun would fill voUnno j there are amplo matoriaL <‘t 
Joypoor. 
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5er to Keerut’Sing, younger son of the Raja, to the prejudic of his elder 
brother Rain Sing, if he effected the horrid deed. The wretch having per- 
petrated the crime by mixing poison in his father’s opium, returned to claim 
th; investiture : but the king only gave him the district of Kamah. From 
this period, says the chronicle, Amber declined. 

Rim Sing, who succeeded, had thu munsub of four thousand conferred! 
upon him, and was ~ent against the Assamese. Upon his death, Bisher> 
Sing, whose munsub was further reduced to the grade of three thousand, suc¬ 
ceeded • but he enjoyed the dignity, only a short period. 


CHAPTER IL 


Suwae Jey Sing succeeds—Joins the parly of Azim Shah.—Amber sequestra?- 
e d — J ( 7 Sing expels the imperial garrison,—His character. — 11 ls astro¬ 
nomical knowledge.—His conduct during the troubles of the empire, > 
Anecdote illustrative of the evils of polygamy.—Limits of the raj of 
Amber at the accession of icy Sing.—The new city ot J eypoor. Conquest 
of Raj ore and Deoti.—Incident illustrative of Rajpoot character 
Sing's habit of inebriation‘—The virtues of his character. — -Contemplate* 
the rite of Aswamedha.— Dispersion of his valuable manuscripts*—Hi* 
death. —So me of his wives and concubines become satis on his pyre - ^ 

JEV II., better known by the title of Sowae Jey iSinir, in contradistinc¬ 
tion to the first prince of this name, entitled the “Mirza Raja ” succeeded in 
S. 1755 (A.D. 1699), in the forty-fourth year of Arungebe’s reign, and with - 
hi six years of that monarch’s death. He served with distinction in the 
Dekhan, and in the war of succession attached himself to the prince 13eelar 
Bukt, son of Azim Shah, declared successor of Arungzebo; and with these 
ho fought ihe b itte of Dholpoor, which ended in their death aud the eleva¬ 
tion of Shah Alum Bahadoor Shah. For this opposition Amber was seques¬ 
trated, and an imperial governor sent to take possession *, but Jey Sing 
entered his estates, sword in hand, drove out. the king’s garrisons, and formed 
a league with Ajit Sing of Marwar for their mutual preservation. 

It would bo tedious t, > pursue this celebrated Rajpoot through his* 
desultory military, career during the forty-four years he occupied the gadi 
of Amber j enough is already known of it from its combination with the 
Annals of Mewar and B^ondi, of which house he was the implacable foe 
Although Jey Sing mixed in all the troubles and warfare of this long permed 
of anarchy, when the throne of Timoor was rapidly crumbling into dust, his 
reputation as a solidier would never have handed down his name with 
honour to posterity ; on the contrary, his courage had none of the fire which 
is > ■ juisite to make a Rajpoot here j though his talents for civil government- 
imi court intrigue, in which he was the Machiavelli of his day, were at ! hafe 
period far more notabL auxiliaries, r 

As i talesman, legislator, and man of science, the character ot bewa* 
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— ... . worthy of an ample delineation,* which would eorrot our 

opinion of the genius aiid capacity of the princes of Rajpootaun, of whom 
we are apt to form too low an estimate. He was the founder of the new 
capital, named after him Jevpoor, or Jeynuggur, which became the scat of 

science and art, and eclipsed the more ancient Amber, with which the forti¬ 
fications of the modern city unite, although the extremity of the one is six 
miles from the other. Jeypoor is the only city in India bu.lt upon a regular 
plan, with streets disecting each other at right angles. The merit of the 
design and execution is assigned to Vedyadhar, a native of Bengal one 
of tho most eminent coadjutors of the prince in all his scientific pur-uits 
both astronomical and historical. Almost all the Rajpoot princes have a 
smattering of astronomy, or rather of its spurious relation, astrology . but 
Joy bing went deep, mtonly into the theory, but the practice of the soienco 
and was so esteemed for his knowledge, that he was entrusted by the emper- 
01 a ontcd S iuh with the reformation of the calender. He had erected 
SE at te nefl Wlth ! n3trumenfa of his own invention at Delhi. Jeypoor, 
J .. * enares > ar, d Mathura, upon a scale of Asiatic grandeur : and their 
rt-uits were so correct as to astonish the most learned. He nad previously 
mch instruments as those of Ulug Beg (the royal astronomer of 
, - ' rcant *j. which failed to answer his expectations. From the observa- 

° wr! 1 y ears the various observatories, he constructed a set of 
p , e3 ‘ ,, 11 ® '1 1S CIi D' i 8°d, he learned through a Portuguese missionary, 

Portuual ^nd’b^ 6 pr0 ® re88 ™hich his favourite pursuit was making in 
court g of Emamml 'rLP'*"} persons along with him»+ to the 

communicated tn ii of 10l ' tu gal despatched Xavier de Silva, who 

examhdnTm i 1 ‘ ' C - Raj , P ° 0fc princc the tables of De-la Hire.) “On 
prince with actim.| n ^h rin ® t - le ca l c,I l a tions of these tables 'says the Ruipu'.i; 
u assiem nt (t 0bs , erva , tl0n > it a PPeared there was an error in the former, 
other nlanJL n L!00I) 8 place, of half a degree : although the error in the 
imndo1! 18 not so great, yet the times of solar and lunar eclipses 7<e§ 
T t JmL 1 f te /. ore . a,ller *** the truth by the fourth part of a 
falts^itlSi ? f S (aix nuna tes of time).” In like manner, as he found 
Xhhe oo2L 1 lr r f ° fb , r: ' 33 waed b y the Toorki astronomer, and 
Ptoiomv so ho ^ -i !’ I?™ bee " such were used by Hipparchus and 

L: t ,li “X: * "srri" « 1,s - b «!* •• 

• meteis. The Rajuo t prince might justly boost of 


his instruments With n a 7"° P“'IP e lln S h 

obliquity of t h«^,-I b A h t ta AP elh b ho, in A.D. 1729, 


mliquity of the ecliptic to be 23° »8' 
to be, tne year follow ing, by Godin. 

For such 


determined the 


i sko tc 


. ; -- 

within 28" of what it was determined 
His general accuracy was further put 


the n,loadrwnia~ Amb « r court are abundant j to instance only 

c ilecli n entitlJd Eh S i\ \ . '? ncou8 /h'nrv, in which every tiling of noto was wrifcti n, and a 
Sing/ of “which I have i ear l" ^°° n * €lJ ca> or <fc ho 0110 hundred and nil o actions of Joy 

with all the princes and T,ar ™*^ noted. Jiie voiummiou* cor respond cue 

*ouM throw a more perfect"liffhfe h,B fc I? e would filone rc P a > tho ira ' 

most laWrions luoubrttiona of aav°P h ® manne T rp au ' 1 feelm S 8 f his *• uutiynu n tir U1 tho 
on one of tho moat imoortant ® uro P^n. I posnoss an autograph letter of thi? pnuco, 
Feroeh-or. It was addrossed to th?R * nn ° ndian hi8tory ftt 1 ' pen0<,> ,he dc P raal - if 

I It. "mid be worth anc rtaining whether the arcbivt'9 of Lisbon refer to this 


<*ii*on manta i ce. 

f Second edition, published in A.D. 1702. Joy Sim; finiahou his in A.I 
$ Joy Sing always speaks of himself in the third person. 
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test in A/D. 1793, by our scientific countryman,-Dr. W. Hunter, 
who compared a series of observations on the latitude of Oojein with that 
established by the Rajpoot prince. The difference was 24"; and Dr. H. 
does not depend oil his own observations within 15". Jey Sing made the 
latitude 23' 10' N. ; Dr. Hunter, 23° 10' 24" N. 

From the results of h : s varied observations, Jey Sing drew up a set of 
tables, which he entitled Zcij Mqkomedshahi , dedicated to that monarch * 
by these, all astrouumifial computations aro yet made, constructed. It 
would be wrong,—-while considering these labours of a prince who caused 
Euclid’s Elements, the treaties on plain and spherical trigonometry, “Don 
Juan Napier on the construction and use of logarithms, to be translated 
into Sanscrit,— to omit noticing the high strain of devotion with which he 
views the wonders of the “Supreme Artificer recalling the line of one 
of our own best poets: 

“An undevont astronomer is mad.” 


The Rajpoot prince thus opens his preface : “Praise be to God, such 
that the minutely discerning genius of the most profound geometers, in 
uttering the smallest particle of it, may open the mouth in confession of 
inability; and such adoration, that the study and accuracy of astronomers, 
who measure the heavens, may acknowledge their astonishment, and utter 
• insufficiency ! Let us devote ourselves at the altar of tho King of Kings, haf- 
owed be his name ! in the book of the register of whose power the lofty orbs 
lof heaven are only a few leaves; and the stars, and that heavenly courser the 
sun, small pieces of money, in the treasury of the empire of the Most High, 
‘‘From inability to comprehend the all-encompassing beneficence of his 
power, HIPPARCHUS is an ignorant clown, who wrings the hands of vexa¬ 
tion j and in the contemplation of his exalted majesty, Ptolemy is a bat, 
who can never arrive at th sun of truth : the demonstrations of Euclid* 
are an imp rfect sketch of the forms of his contrivance. 

“B n since the well wisher of the works of creation, and the admiring 
spectator of the works of infinite wisdom, Sev U Jey Sing, from the fii‘3fc 
dawning of r^i-on in his mind, and during its progress towards maturity, 
w.ts entirely devoted to tho study of mathematical science, and the bent of 
his uiii H was constantly directed to fhe solu( ion of its most difficult pro¬ 
blems: by the aid of the Supreme Artificer, he obtained a thorough knowledge 
ol its principles and rules, 1 ”&o.* 


• Son ‘‘Account of tho astronomical abonrs of Jey Slug, Raja of Amber/’ by Dr W 
Uimicv ; (Asiatic Researches, vol. v, p. 177), to whom I refer the reader for tho description 
"f tho instruments used by the Raja. The author h ih scon those at Delhi and Mathura. 
There is also an equinoctial dial contracted on tho teirace of the palace of Oodipoor, and 
various im i rnmcnf < at Kofcfth and JBoondi, especially an armiliary sphere at tho former, of 
about five feet diamotor all in bra , got up under thu scholar# of Joy Sing. 

Dr i/unfc'T gives a most interesting account of a young pundit whom ho found at Oojfdu, 
tho grandson of one of tho coadjutors of Jey Sing, who bold the office ot or 

Awtt'un' met-Royal and an estate of five thousand rupees annu.il rent both of vMioh (litl cand 
estate) descend'* ? . to 'bin young man: but science li .J .vifch Jey Sing and the barbarian Mubra.ca 
bud rrmuored i*i • ntate dcsolnrc and unpr »due;ivc. He possessed, says lb - H..a through 
a-; |t 'iivtiticc wirli he Hindu ns in Domical science contained iu the various Sidrfhataas, and 
tb*L n »t. confined to the mechanical practice, of rules, but founded on a geometrical know 
hjdgc ' 1 tijf ir dem'-nitration. Th s inheritor of the mantle of J 1 y Sing died at Jiypcor, coon 
uUor Dr. Hunter left Oojein, in 4-D"- 17D8. 
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Besides the construction of these objects of science, ho erect:.], at his own. 
expense, caravanserais for the free use of travellers in many of the provinces. 
How far vanity may have mingled with benevolence in this act (by no means 
uncommon in India), it were uncharitable to enquire : for the Hindu not 
only prays for all those “who travel by land or by water," but aids tho 
traveller by serais, or inns, and wells dug at his Own expense, and in most 
capitals and cities, under the ancient princes, there were public chariti, e for 
necessitous travellers, at which they had their meals, and then passed oh. 

When we consider that Jey Sing carried on his favourite pursuits in tho 
midst of perpetual wars and court intrigues, from whoso debasing influence 
he escaped not untainted ; when amidst revolution, the destruction of the 

empire, and the meteoric rise of the Mahrattas, he not only steered through 
the dangers, hut elevated Amber above all the principalities around, wo 
must admit he was an extraordinary man. Aware of the approaching down¬ 
fall of the Mogul empire, anu determined to aggrandize Amber from tho 
wreck, he vas, nevertheless, not unfaithful to his lord-paramount : for, on the 
conspiracy which deprived Feroobser of empire and ot life. Jey Sing was one 
of th • few princes who retained their fidelity, and would have stood by him 
to th last, if he had possessed a particle of the valour which belonged to the 
descendants of Tirroor.* r - J 

Enough has been said of his public life, in that portion of the Annals ot 
Me war with which he was so closely connected, both by political and family 
tios. The Syeds, who succeeded to power on tho murder of their sovereign 
Forrochser, were too wise to raise enemies unnecessarily; «md Jey Sing, whoa 
he left the unhappy monarch to his fate, retired to his hereditary dominions, 
devoting himself to his favourite pursuits, astronomy and history. 11c 
appears to have enjoyed three years of uninterrupted quiet, taking no part- 
in the struggles, which terminated, in A/D. 1721. with Mahomed Shah's 
defeat of his rivals, and the destruction of the Syeds. At this period, Jey 
Sing was called from his philosophical pursuits, and appointed the king a 
lieutenant for the provinces of ilgra and Mahva in succession : and it v»as 
during this interval of comparative repose, that he erected those monuments 
which irradiate this dark epo^h of the history of India/)* Nor was he blind 
to the interests of his nation or the honour of Amber, and his important 


uuv; ulUCIUouo vji ilia ui. liuu uuiiwni 1 uw imj 

office was made subservient to obtaining the repeal of that disgraceful edict, 
the jszeya, and authority to repress the, infant power of the Jats, long a 

il_ , 1 • i PA f -r-\ . . * 1 r\ I hr on .1 • 


thorn in the side of Amber. But when, in A.D. 1732, the Raja, once more 
lieutenant for Malwa, saw that it was in vain to attempt to check the M ah rat- 
ta invasion, or to prevent the partition of the empire, he deemed himself 
justified in consulting the welfare of his own house. We know not wiut 
term# Jey Sing entered into with the Mahratta leader, Bajirow, whe 


uence was appointed Soobadar of Malwa; we may, hov/ei 
3 from some more powerful stimulant than the native his 


by 


or tar 


nagim it 
of this 


* Scott, in his excellent history of the ■accessor* of Arangisebe, gives a full account of 
this tragical event, on which I have already touched in yoI. X* P- ot t!rs work ; where 
I have given a literal Iran latiou of tho autograph letter of Rri.ja Jey Sing rn occasion, 
f Tho R&ja says be finished his tables in A.D, 17-8, nnd that he occupied himself 
•even years previously in tho necessary observarions; in fact, bret quust year*. Of 
Mahomed Shah’s roigu, or indeed that India had known for centurion. 
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tfd assigns, namely, “a similarity of religion.” By this conduct, Jey Sing 
is said emphatic I’y, by his own countrymen, to have given the key of 
Hindustan to the Southron, The influence his character obtained, however, 
v. ith the Mahrat as was evt-n useful to his sovereign, for by it he retarded 
their excesses, which at length reached the capital. In a few years more 
(AD. 1739;, Nadir Shah’s invasion took place, and the Rajpoots, wisely 
'dive to their own interests, remained aloof from a cause which neither valour 
nor wisdom could longer serve. They respected the emperor, but the sys- 
ij'u of government had long alienated these gallant supporters of the throne. 
U r e may exemplify the trials to which Rajpoot fidelity was exposed, by one 
of‘The hundred and nine deeds of Jey Sing,” which will ut the same time 
serve further to illustrate the position, that half of the political and moral 
evils which have vexed the royal houses of Rajpootana, take their rise from 

polygamy. . . , 

Mahraja Eishen Sing had two sons, Jey Sing and Beejy Sing. The 
mother of Beejy Sing, doubtful of his safety, sent him to her own family in 
Keechiwarra. When he had attained man’s estate, he was sent to court, 
and by bribes, chiefly of jewels presented by his mother, he obtained the 
patronage of Kumurodin Khan, the vizier. At first his ambition was limited 
to the demand of Busswa, one of the most fertile districts of Amber, an 
appanage ; which being acceded to by his brother and sovereign, Jey Sing, 
he was stimulated by his mother to make still higher demands, and to offer 
the sum of five cror s of rupees and a contingent of five thousand horse, 
if he might supplant his brother on the throne of Amber. The vizier 
mentioned it to the emperor, who asked whnt security he had xor the fulfil- 
merit of the contract; the vizier offered hi9 own guarantee, and the euwiuds 
of Amber wore actualy preparing, which were thus to unseat Jey bing, 
when bis pugri hudul bhae , Khandoran Khan, informed Kirparam, the 
Jeypoor envoy at court, of what was going on. The intelligence produced 
•.-onsternation at Amber, since Kumurodin was all-powerful. Jey Sings 
diction became manifest on reading the letter, and he handed it to tho 
ooi.it— ; tLai Nazir, who remarked, “it was an affair in which force could not 
be used, in which wealth was useless, and which must be decided by 
itratagem* alone ; and that the conspiracy could be defeated only through 
the conspirator. At the Nazir’s recommendation he convened his principal 
chiefs, Mohun Sing, chief of the Nathawuts ;f Deep Sing, Khombani, of 
Brian she : Ziorawur Sing, Seodurunpota ; Himmat Sing, Narooka ; 
KooauL Sing of Jhulaye ; Bhojraj of Mozabad, and Futteh Sing of Maoh . 
v d i.hus addressed them on the difficulties of his position ■ 4 You placed me 
on the qadi of Amber ; and my brother, who would be satisfied with Bassvva, 
has Amber forced upon him by the Xawab Kumurodin. ’ J oey advised him 
to be of good cheer, and they would manage the affair, provided he was 
sincere in assigning Busswa fo his brother. He made out the grant 


at 
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___ omenfc, ratified it with an oath, and presented it with full powers to 
the chiefs to act for him. The Panch (counci!) of Amber sent their minis¬ 
ters to Beejy Sing, provided with all the necessary arguments; but the 
prince replied, ho had no confidence in the promises or protestations of his 
brother. For themselves, and in the name of the barah kotri Amber ca 


(the twelve great families), they gave their ‘seeta ram' or security ; adding 
that if Jey Sin£ swerved from his engagements, they were his, and would 
themselves place him on the gadi of Amber. 

lie accepted their interposition and the grant, which being explained 
to his patron, be was by no means satisfied ; nevertheless he ordered 
Khandoran and Kirparam to acoompany him, to see him inducted in his 
new appanage of Busswa. The chiefs, anxious to reconcile the brothers, 
obtained Beejy Sing’s assent to a meeting, and as he declined going to 
Amber, Chomoo was proposed and agreed to, but was afterwards changed 
to the town of Sanganair, six miles south-west of Jey poor, where Beejy 
Sing pitched his tents. As Jey Sing was quitting the durbar to give his 
brother the meeting, the Nazir entered with a message from thm queen- 
mother, to know, ‘‘why her eyes should not be blessed with witnessing the 
meeting and reconciliation of the two Laljis A* The Raja referre . the 
request to the chiefs, who said there could be no objection. 

The Nazir prepared the mahadole y with three hundred chariots for ^ tie 
females ; but instead of the royal litter containing the queen-ptother, it was 
occupied by Oogur Sen, the Bhattichiefs, and each covered chariot contain¬ 
ed two chosen S illehposhiuns, or men at arms. Not a soul but the Nazir 
and his muster were aware of the treachery. The procession left the capital* 
money was scattered with profusion by tho attendants of the suppos'd 
queen-mother, to the people who thronged the highways, rejoicing at tho 
approaching conclusion of these fraternal feuds. 

A messenger having brought the intelligence that the queeu-moLher 
had arrived at the palace of Sanganair, the Raja and his chiefs mounted 
to join her. The brothers first met and embraced, when Jey Sing present¬ 
ed tho grant of Busswa, saying, with some warmth, that if hi? brother 
preferred ruling at Amber, ho would abandon his birth-right and take 
Busswa. Beejy Sing, overcome with this kindness, replied, thnfc “all his 
wants were satisfied. 1 ’ When the time to separate had arrived, tho Nr.zir 
came into the court with a message from the queen-mother, to sav, that if 
chiefs would withdraw she would come and see her children, or that they 
miyht come to her apartment. Jey Sing referred his mother’s wish to the 
chiefs, saying he had ro will hut. theirs. Having advised the brothers to 
wait, on the queen-mother, they proceeded hand in hand to the interior of 
the mahi. ^ When arrived at the door, Jey Sing, taking his daggm fro.n his 
girdle, delivered it to an eunuch, saving. c< what occasion for this here v 
and Be'jy Sin" not to be outdone in confidence, followed his example. 
As the Nazir closed the. door, Beejy Sing found himself, not in the embrace 
of the queen-mother, but in the iron gripe of the gigantic Bhatti, who 
instantly bound him hand and foot, and placing bun in the rncnadol*, the 
mock fomale procession with their prisoner returned to Amber. In an hour, 


• Lalji is an epithet of omlc&rmeut used by all classes of 1 imdui towards their qhiUtron 
rom tho Sanscrit hrfa, 
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were conveyed to Jey Sing of the prisoner being safely lodged in 
the castle, when he rejoined the conclave of his chiefs ; who on seeing him 
entcv alone, attended by some of the ‘men {it arms,’ stared at each other, 
and asked “what had become of Be<jy tfing Humnrapait myn” ‘in 
my belly !.’ was the reply. “We are both the sons of Bishen Sing, and I 
the eldest. If it is your wish that he should rule, then slay me and bring, 
him forth. For you I have forfeited my faith, for should Beejy Sing have 
introduced, as assuredly he would, your enemies and mine, you must have 
perished.” Hearing this, the chiefs were amazed; but there was no 
remedy, and they left the palace in silence. Outside were encamped six 
thousand imperial horse, furnished by the vizier as t he escort of Beejy Sing, 
whose commander demanded what had become of their trust. Jey Sing, 
replied, “It was no affair of their.' 1 /' and desired them to be gone, “or he 
would request their horses of them. r * They had no alternative but to 
retrace their steps, and thus was Beejy Sing made prisoner* 

Whatever opinion the moralist may attach to thi3 specimen of “the 
hundred and nine goon” of the royal astronomer of Amber, which might 
rath r be styled goo?iaf (vice) than goon (\irtue), no one will deny that 
It was done in a most masterly manner, and where cliui or stratagem is a 
necc^ary expedient, did honour to the talents of Jey Sing and the dazir* 
who alone, says the narrative, were accessary to the plot. In this instance, 
moreover, it was perfectly justifiable *, for with the means and influence, 
of the vizier to support him, Beejy Sing must, sooner or latter, have 
supphnted hi3 brother. The fate of Beejy Sing is not stated. 

The Ouchwaha state, as well as its capital, owes every thing to Jey- 
Si.'g : before his time, it had little political weight beyond that which it 
acquired from the personal character of its princes, and their estimation at 
the Mogul court. Yet, notwithstanding the intimate connexion which, 
existed between the Amber Rajas and the imperial family, from Babor to 
Arungzebe, their patrimonial estates had been very little enlarged since 
Pu r .he cotemporary of the last Rajpoot empeior of I'elhi. Nor was 


rujc 

it till »ho troubles whh h ensued on the demise 
o.»i, ir•' vus eventually partitioned, that Amber was 

of a ray, 

\ gra, 


of Arimgz«. 
entitled 1 


in 

ty 


when the 
uhe name- 

During those troubles, Jey Sing’s power, as the king a lieutenant 
which embraced hi; hereditary domains, gave him ample opportune 


which he 


i enlarge and consolidate his territory. The manner m 
i seed himself of the independent * districts of Deoti and Rajore, affords, 
ai additional insight into the rational character, and that of this prince. 

At lh.' accession of Jey Sing, the raj of Amber consisted only of the 
th'-ee j>crgvH. :as or districts of Amber, .Deosah, and Bussao-, the western 
Pacts had) been, sequestrated, and added to the royal domains attached to. 
\ jirmre. The Shekfcavati confederation was superior to, and independent 
the parent state, whose boundaries were as. follows. The royal thanna 
(garrison) of Chnfcsoo, to the south; those of Samhh .u to the west, wd 
Hast in ah bo the north-west white to the east, Deosah and .Bussao formed 
frontier The kotrilnnd as they denominate the twelve great 
feudalities, possessed but very edendei domains and were held cheap by tjlm 

ft vertmti n f ianstaLion of tnUi #<xm» 

t Th*» in a fcingular instance of makiug tho piivativo ac ftffix instead of profix \ (i-yoon, 
‘wifchoii* virtue,* would b« tbo common, form. 
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vassals of Mewar, of whom the Saloombra chief was esteemed, even by 
the first Peshwa, ns the equal of the prince of the Cuchwabas. 

Rajore was a city of great antiquity, the capital of a petty state called 
Deoti, ruled by a chief of the Birgoojur tribe, descended,like the Cuchwahas, 
from Rama, but through Lao, the eider son. The Birgoojurs of Rajore had 
obtained celebrity amongst the more modern Rajpoots, by their invincible 
repugnance to matiimonial alliance with the Mahometans ; and while the 
Cuchwahas set the degrading example, and by so doing eventually raised 
themselves to affluence, the Birgoojur ‘conquered renown in the song of the 
bard/ by performing the &aka ill defence of his honour. While, therefore, 
Sowae Jey Sing ruled as a viceroy over kingdoms, the Birgoojur was serving 
with his contingent with the Byeese 3 and at the period in question in Anop- 
shehcr, on the Ganges, When absent on duty, the safety of Rajor depend¬ 
ed on his younger brother. One day, while preparing for the chase of the 
wild boar, he became so impatient for his dinner, that his siter-in-law 
remarked, “one would suppose you were going to throw a lance at Jey Sing r 
you are in such a hurryThis was touching a tender subject, fur it will bo 
recolletcd that the first territory in the plains obtained by the Cuchwahas, on 
their migration from Nurwar, was Deosah,a Birgoojur possession. “Thakoor- 
ji (the Lord), I shall do so, ere I eat from your hands again/’ was the fierce 
reply. With ten horsemen he left Rajore, and took post under the dhoolkote , 

or ‘mud wails/ of Amber. But weeks and months fled ere ho found an 

opportunity to execute his attendants, Still he lingered, and sold his clothes 
and all his arms, except his spear ; ho had been three days without food, 

when ho sold half his turbun for a meal. That day, Jey Sing left the castlo 

by the road called morn, a circuitous path to avoid a hill. IIo was in his 
sookJiasun ;* as he passed, a spear was delivered, which lodged in the corner 
Oj. the litter. A hundred swords flew out; to slay the assass n ; but the 
Raja callod aloud t*> take him alive, and carry him to Amber. When 
brought before him and asked who he was, and the cause of such an act, ho 
boldly replied, u [ am he Deoti Birgoojur, and threw the spear at you merely 
from some words with my Bhabee ; either kill or release me.” He related 
how long he had lain in wait for him, and added, that “had he nob been 
four days without food, the. spear would have done its duty,” Jey Sing, 
with politic magnanimity, freed him from restraint, gave him a horse, and 
are— of honour (k helal\ and senb him, escorted by fifty borse, in safety to 
lvijore. Having told his adventure i>o his sister-in-law, she replied, ‘‘you 
have wounded the envenomed snake, and have given water to the state of 
Kajore. She knew t-h t a pretext .-done was wanting to Jey Sing, and this 
)vv unhappily given. With the advioe of the elders, the females and 


was 


children were sent to the Raj, ab Anopsheher. 
Kajore were prepared for the storm. 


and the cast/es of Deoti anil 


On the third day after the occurrence Jey Sing, in ' full meeting of his 
ohiols, related the cirourastanoe, and held’out the heem agaii 


gainst Deoti; but 



r * A litter, literally ( asuu ) of oaso (sookh ). 

T^e descendants of this chieftain OOOU py lrmdu at Anopstiehoi 
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assembly, and none were eag#r to seek the dangerous distinction. A 
month passed, and war against Deoti was again proposed; but none oi 
the Kotribundt seeming inclined to oppose the opinion of their ostensible 
head, Futteh Sing Bunbeerpota, the chieftain of one hundred and fifty vas¬ 
sals, accepted the beera, when five thousand horse were ordered to assemble 
under his command. Hearing that the Birgoojur had left Rajore to celebrato 
the festival Gungore, he moved towards him, sending on some messengers 
with “the compliments of Futteh Sing Bunbeerpota, and that be was at 
hami.'* The young Birgoojur, who, little expecting any hostile visitation, 
was indulging during this festive season, put the heralds to death, and with 
his companions, completely taken by surprise, was in turn cut to pieces by 
the Jeypoor troops. The Rani of Rajore was the sister of the Cuchwaha 
chief of Chomoo ; she was about giving a pledge of affection to her absent 
lord when Rajore was surprised and taken. Addressing the victor, r nttea 
Sing, she said, “Brother, give me the gift ( dan ) of my womb/* but suddenly 
^collecting that her own unwise speech had occasioned this loss 0- her 
child’s inheritance, exclaiming, “Why should I preserve life to engender 
frua ’’’she sheathed a daggar in her bosom and expired. The heads Ot 
the vanquished Birgcojurs were tied up in her handkerchiefs, and suspend¬ 
ing them from their saddle horses, the victors returned to their pnnoe, 
who sent for that of his intended assassm, (he young Birgoojur chieftain. 
As soon as Mohun Sing recognized the features of his kinsman, the^ tears 
poured down his face. Jey Sing, recollecting the advice of thisthe hrs 
noble of hi., court, which delayed his revenge a whole month, called m 
grief treason, and upbraided him, saying, "when the spear was levelled tor 
my dcstruction.no te>r fell" He sequestrated Chomoo, and banished him 
from Dhoondar : the chief found refuge with the Rana at Oodipoor. lhus 

(says the manuscript) did .Tey Sing dispossess the Birgoojur of Deoti and 

Rajore, which were added to his dominions : they embraoed all the tract 

now called Macherri.”* *-„i;f„ to “airono- 

A mongst the foibles of Jey Sing s character was his partiality S 

drink.” What this beverage was, whether the juice of the viadhu f me ^> 
or lie essence (arac) of rice, the traditional chronicles of Am ( 0 
declare, though they mention frequent appeals from Jey Sing 1 

Jev Sing sober : one anecdote has already been related. 

In spite of his many defects, Jey Sing’s name is destined to descend 
to posterity as one of the most remarkable men of his age and nation. 

Until Jey Sing’s time, the palace of Amber, bn life by the great 
Maun, inferior to many private houses in the new city, was the erne r0 3^ 
residence. The Mirza Raja made several additions to it, b “? ft* 
trifles ci.mnared with the edifice added): by Sowae Jey Sing which has ma^ 
the r -aid once of tho Cuchwaha princes as celebrated as those of Boon Or or 


•' Rujore in esteemedu place of great antiquity, and the chief scat ot th ® 
tribe (or Jr... a tr.bo mentioned with high re.^ct vvork« of the bard Chuud, and 

celebrated in (ho wars of Frith wnraj. Iwut a party to Rajore in 1813. 

and rXvtp'Z loomed 

never throw down the works of their predecessors, thin moans that ho added greatly to tno 

old prtUuru, 
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__ . 50f » os’, to borrow a mor e appropriate comparison, the Kremlin at 

Moscow. It was in S. 1784 (A.D. 1728) that he laid the foundation of 
Jeypoor. Raja Mull wasithe viosaheb, Kirparam the stationary vakeel at 
Delhi, and Boodh Sing Ivhombani, with the oordoo, or royal camp, in the 
Dekhan : all eminent men. The position ho choise for the new capital 
enable him to connect it with the ancient castle of Amber, situated upon a 
peak at the apes of the re-entering angle of the range called Kkcili-k/io : a 
strong circumvallation enclosed the gorge of the mountain, and was carried 
over the.crest of the hills, on either side, to unite with the castle, whilst all 
the adjoining passes were strongly fortified. 

The sumptuary laws which he endeavoured to establish throughout 
Rajpootana tor the regulation of marriages, in order to check those lavish 
expenses that led to infanticide and satis, will be again called forth when 
the time is ripe for the abolition of all such unhallowed acts. For this end 
search should be made for the historical legends called the ‘hundred and 
nine acts,’ in the archives of Jeypoor, to which ready access could be 
obtained, and which should be ransacked for all the traces of this great man’s 
lnmf ' . Bike ali Hindus, he was tolerant; and a Brahmin, a Mahomcdan, 
Oi a Jain, were alike certain of patronage. The Jains enjoyed his peculiar 
esuination, from the superiority of their knowledge, and he is said to have 
v Vk th , orou g hI y conversant both in their doctrine and their histories, 
vidhyadhur, one of his chief coadjutors in his astronomical pursuits, arid 
v- hebe genius planned the city of Jeypoor, was a Jain, and claimed spiritual 
descent from the cerebrated Hemacharya, of Nehrvalla, minister and spiritual 
guide of his namesake, the great Sidraj Jey Sing.f 

; f * he vanities of ihc founder of Amber, it is said that ho 

n enc^c o get up the ceremony of the aswetmeda, or ‘saciifice of the 

. I se ’ a 1 r . 1 ^ 0 w ^ 3 ch hi3 research into the traditions of his nation must have 
au j me( b i n l ail( .* entailed destruction on all who had attempted it, from 
t e days of Janmeja the Pandu, to Jeychund, the last Rajpoot monarch of 
Oanouj, It was a virtual assumption of universal supremacy • and although, 
perhaps, in virtue of his office, as the satrap of Delhi, the horse dedicated to 
t e sun might have wandered unmolested on the banks of the Ganges, he 
would most assuredly have found his way into a Rahtoro stable had ho 
roamed in the direction of the desert : or at the risk both of jem ami mdi 
vde and throne) the Hira would have seized him, had he fancied the pastures 
Y the DhumbulJ He erected a sacrificial ot much beauty and 
c our, whose columns and ceding were covered with plates ot d .\,er ; nor is 
id improbable that the steed, omb'ematic of Sun/a, may have been led 
rounc too ha 1, and afterwards sacrificed to the solar divinity* The Yucj.uda 

«i-in!L °- n ? , of the . great ornaments of the city, was, however, 

ppetl of us rich decoration by his profligate desoendant, the late Juggut 
grace even of Reboboam, to replace them with in- 


ing, who had not the 


hiatorv^f^Kn reae . arohr ? wo should i» all probability 
gre a t A - 0f MPootauo, whiok 


rooover those aketi 
ho is said to have 


- ui ivuipootana, wiuoi no is suiuiw 

pains and labour, and the genealogies of the old races, under the titles of liaj. 
K'j] farvngimi : besides, the astronomical works, either original or translations, tiuch 


eolleoted by Jey Sing 
f He ruled from : 
j Sco Vol, T, p. 51 


uM be a real gift to foionce. 
1150 to S. 1201, A.D. 1094-1145 
or a description of the rite of . 
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‘erior ornaments 


... WMW ? and the noble treasures of learning which Jey Sing had 

collected from every quarter, the accumulated results of his own research and 
that of his predecessors, were divided into two portions,and one-half was 
given to a common prostitute, the favourite of the day. The most remark¬ 
able MSS. were, till lately, hawking about Jeypoor. # 

Sowae Jcy ^ing died ‘in S. 1799 (A.D. 1743), having ruled forty-four 
years. Three of hi3 wives and several concubines ascended his luneral 
on which science expired with him. 


CHAPTER HI. 

The Rajpoot league.—Aggrandizement of Amber.—Eesuri _ 8mg succeeds.— 
Intestine troubles produced by polygamy. — Madhu king. Ihc Jats. 
Their Rajas.—Violation of the Amber territory by the .fats.—Battle — 
Rise of Maeherri.—Decline of the Cuchwaha power after the death of MaiUiu 
ginq.—Prilhwi Sing.—Pratap Sing .— Intrigues at his court.—The 
Slralaqems of Khooshialiram, and the Mucker n chief —Death °f 
/I feelban, paramour of the Pat-Rani.-Broils withthe Makratla .- 
Pratav attains majority, and yams the victoiy of j.oy . j 

O ld despicable character.-Makes Ras-caphoor las concubine, queen of 
half Amber.—Project to depose, him prevented by a timely sacrij ce> 

the chief powers ofRajpootana 

has already 8 been GazLa^he 

preservation ; and wh'‘^7" in the i r neighbourhood under 
Cuchwahas cordate* frirition To compelled to become tributary, and 

the l ike of Sambhur to the Jumna. f^rritorv heaps of treasure, an 

B»uri Sog succeeded ».«***•£ Ss 3 dXctta lurked in 

t r. ni;. Eesuri bi g *■ , ut Madhu Sing, a younger son, born ot a princess 

ri& which vitiated these of Hrf. 
The*e have already been discussed, as well as their disastrous issue o ^e 
f f t? ,Q Ur : Qi n(T who was not calculated for the times, being totally 
,„ ,.rtoh.tsE™S,ng who w without which a Rojpoot 

’ , ££ fflconduct on the Abd.lli iuvusion «MM 

}■' ' V* J'on of cowardice though bis retreat from the field ot b ‘Ule, 
me construction ofW>**idm Kh waa killed> might have 

v. hen it not re orded that bis own wife 

There i, every ..ppe.roooo of oy 
e k ; 1,1 h d of his engagement on obtaining the hand of the 

q h & , IV ,f ? p] v her issue should succeed, as he had in his life 

Sc^Bodia viriucess, namely, tn .r nii .. *. t u p f our 

time given an appanage unusually large to Madhu Sing, «is. the tour 



MINlSr^ 



ANN AT,g OF AMBER, 


<SL 


•jjunnalis of Took, Rampura, I’haggi, and Malpura. The Rana also, who 
supported his nephew’s claims, assigned to him the rich fief of Raunura 
Bhaupura in Xlewar, which as Well aS Tonk Rampura, <on-tituting a m v 
sovereignty, were, with eighty four lakbs (£8-40,000 sterling), event'u l‘. 
made over to Holcar for supporting his claims to the cushion’ oi Jeyp. 
The sequence of this barbarous intervention in tke inter-national quarv 
of the Raj oots annihilated the certain prospect they had of nati 
indent fence, on the breaking up of the empire, and subjected them;., 
thraldom still more degrading, from which a chance of redemption is 
offered to them. 

Ma Um Sing, on hu accession, displayed great vigour of mind arJ 
though f lithful to his engagements, he soon shewed the Mahrattas he wo i 
admit of no protracted interference in his affairs: and had not the iLii g 
pow< r of the Juts distracted his attention and divided his resources, he would 
had his life been prolonged, in conjunction with the Rahtores, have complot*- 
!y humbled their power. But this near enemy embarrassed all his plans. 
Although the history of the Jats is now well known, it may not be imper¬ 
tinent. shortly to commemorate the rise of a power, which, from a rustic 
condition, in little more than half a century was able to bafHe the armies of 
Britain, led by the most popular commander it ever had in the East ; for till 
the s <=*ge of Bhurtpoor the name of Lake was always coupled with victory, 

I he Jats rr are a branch of the great Getic race, of which enough has 
boon t<aid in various parts of this work. Though reduced from the rank 
they once had amongst the thiuy six roval races,' thev appear never to have 
renounced the love of independence, which they contested with Cyrus in 

3 111 k^OCTfl Ifin*! f 4- L .-v rb«iAt il iiiif i.c nt r h 


th ii origiiial hunnts in Sogdiana. The name of the Cincinnatus of the 
Jats, who abandoned his plough to lead his countrymen against their i anfa, 
was ( hooramun Taking advantage of the sanguinary civil witfs amongst 
the successors of Amngzebe, they erected petty castles in the villages (whose 
hnds they cultivated) of Thoon and Sinsini, and soon obtained the distinc 
tion of auzzci&s, or ‘robbers/ a title which they were not slow to merit, by 
their inroads as far as the royal abode of Ferochser. Tho Syeds then in 
powei^ commanded Jey. Sing of Amber to attack them in their strong-holds- 
? n 1 00n - ai l^ Sinsini were simultaneously invested. But the Jats, even 
j 11 ’ 0 nc 7 pf their power, evinced the same obstinate skid in defend- 

r i o r " a S ' \ n * afcer times gained them so much celeb liy. The 

inrrl\rin T Ql ,n0mer °ii ^ m k er waa foiled, and after twelve months of toil, was 
inglorious y co.npelled to raise l oth sieges. 

\ T tC1 event, Buddun Sing, the younger brother of Clmom- 


l. un, an < a joint proprietor of the laud, was for some misconduct j. 
r^i^r- ned 80 fo1 years when, through tho into.. 

J l, Sl and guarani 0 f the other Bhomia Juts, he - ,, hb 
l is first act was to fly to Amber, and to bring its prince, at the hem 
. i / ’ i ° ln ViS d 100,i which, after a gallant defence of si* months, tsuri 
ed d Wa3 razed t0 tae gwnid. Choommun and his son, Mohkum 


d til 
sion 


.•nder 


* U hM h J“ MM. how th* YaduBhatti prioc.a, wh. n they foil fr.ud their lftnk „f , 
tviots, aaaumod that of Ms, or J»t», who ar0 asaurodly a mixture of tho Iiajj out and Vu. jl 
or Goto races. Soe p. 199 J 
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effected their escape, and Buddun Sing was proclaimed chief of the Jats, 
and installed, as Raja, by Jey Sing, in the town of Deeg, destined also in 
after times to have its share of fame. 

Buddun Sing had a numerous progeny, and four of his sons obtained 
notorietv, viz. Soorajmull, Subharam, Pratap Sing, and Beernarain. Bud- 
ri 'n Sing subjected several of the royal districts to his authority. He 
abdicated his power in favour of hte elder son, Soorajmull, having in the first 
instance assigned the district of Wayr, on which he had constructed a fort, 

to his s«n Pratap. . . 

Soorajmull inherited all the turbulence and energy requisite to carry on 
the plans of his predecessors. His fiist act was to dispossess a relative, 
named Raima, of the castle of Bhurtpoor, aft rwards the celebrated capital 
of the Jats. In the year S. 1820 (A.D. 1764), Soorajmull carried his auda¬ 
city so far as fib make an attempt upon the imperial city; but here his career 
was cut short by a party of Baloch horse, who slew him while enjoying the 
cliase. He had five sons, viz, .Towahir Sing, Ruttun Sing, Newul Sing, 
Nahur Sing, Runjeet Sing, and also an adopted son, named Hurrlco Buksh, 
picked up while hunting. Of these five sons, the first two were by a wife of 
the Koormi* tribe; tho third was by a wife of the Malm, or horticultural 
class • while the others were by Jatni’s, or women of his own race. 

jowahir Sing, who succeeded, was the contemporary of Raja Madhu 
Si>, o- whose reign iu Jeypoor we have just reached ; and to the Jat’s deter¬ 
mination to measure swords with him were owing, not only the frustration 
of his schemes for humbling the Mahratta, but the dismemberment of the 
country by the defection of the chief of Macherri. Jowahir Smg ; in A.IL 
J182 having in vain solicited the district of Ramona, manifested his resent¬ 
ment by instantly marching through the Jeypoor territories to the sacred 
lake of Poshkur, without any previous intimation He there met Raja 
Boeiy Sing of Marwar, who, in spite of his J at origin, condescended to 
“exchange ^turbans,” the sign of friendship and fraternal adoption. At this 
period, Madhu Sing’s health was 011 the decline, and his counsels ''ore guided 
bv two brothers, named Hursae and Goor.-ae, who respres nted the insulting 
conduct of the Jat and required instructions. They were commanded to 
address him a lei ter warning him not to return through the territories or 
Amber, and the chiefs were desired to assemble their retainers in order to 
punish' a repetition of the insult. But the Jat, who had determined to 
-bido the consequences, paid no regard to the letter, and returned home¬ 
wards by tho same route. This was a justifiable ground of quarrel, and the 
united Kotrihimds marched to the encounter, to maintain the pretensions of 
their equestrain order against the plebeian Jat. A desperate conflict ensu¬ 
ed, which, though it terminated in favour of the Cuchwahas, and the flight 
/. ’the leader o the Jats proved destructive to Amber, in the loss of almost 
every chieftain of note.*f 

* Tii© Koormi (tho Koolmhi of tho JOekhun ) fa perhaps tho most numerous, next to the 

Jat.i. of uIHbe uggrioiiltural clasBOS. , , * , , , 

f n ^ing givon a shght sketch of the origin of the Jats, I may here conclude it. 

iKaii i.o Sing, tho brother of J< ivahir, succeeded him. H© was aasaaaiuafct'd by a Uoson 
V' ahmin Kora JJindrabuud, who had undertaken to teach tho Jat prince the transom tahoii! 
of totals, ".nd had obtained con.iidcrablu sums on pretence of proparing the process. J* iud~ 
eg ths dly arrive on which ho was to commence operation, and whio 1 would reveal lua 
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is battle was the indirect cause of the formation of Macherri i?ito an 
independent state, which a few words will explain. Pratap Sing, of the 
Narooka clan, held the fief of Macherri, for some fault he was Banished the 
country by Madhu Sing, and fled to Jowahir Sing, from whom he obtained 
sirna (sanctuary), and lands for his maintenance. The ex-chieftain of 
Macherri had, as conductors of his household affairs and his agents at court, 
two celebrated men, Khooshialiramf and Nundram, who now shared his 
exile amongst the Jats. Though enjoying protection and hospitality at 
Bhurtpoor, they did not the less feel the national insult, in that the Jat 
should d ire thus unceremoniously to traverse thdU* country. Whether the 
chief saw in this juncturo an opening for reconciliation with his liege hud, 
or that a pure spirit of patriotism alone influenced him, he abund ned the 
place of refuge, and ranged himself at'his old post, under the standard of 
Amber, on the eve of the battle, to the gaining of which he contributed not 
a little. For this opportune act of loyalty his past errors were forgiven, and 
Madhu Sing, who only survived that battle four days, restored him to his 
favour and his fief of Macherri. 

Madhu Sing died of a dysentery, after a rule of seventeen year.-. Had 
he been spared, i nil human probaility he would have repaired the injuri¬ 
ous effects of the contest which gave him the gcidi of Amber ; bet a 
minority, and its accustomed anarchy, made his death the point from which 
the Cnehwaha power declin d. He built several cities, of which that called 
alter him Madhupoor, near the celebrated foitress of Rinthumbor, the most 
secure of the commercial cities of Rajwarra, is the most remarkable. Ho 
inherited no small portion of his father lovo of science, which continued 

to make Jeypoor the resort of learned men, so as to eclipse even the sacred 
Benares. 




Prithi Sing II., a minor, succeeded, under the guardianship of tho 
mother of his younger brother, Pratap. The queen regent, a Chondawutni, 
was of an ambitious and resolute character, but d gr..tid by her paramour 
loeroz, Feelban , or ‘elephant-driver/ whom she made member of her council, 
which disgusted the chiefs, who alienated themselves from court and remain, 
ed at their estates. Determined, however, to dispense with their aid. the 
entertained a mercenary army under ihe celebra'ed Umbaji, with which sho 
eii omed the co,lection of the revenue. Arut Pam was at this period tho 
. ew<m or prime minister, and Khooshiaiirara Bora, o. name afterwards cons- 
pieuous in the politics of this court, was associated in the ministry. But , 
oug 1 these men were o' the highest order of talent, their influence was 
neutralized by that of the F. eibaii, who controlled both the regent Rani and 
J^pt^*** rennin -d in this humiliating posture during nine y. 
n • • {,locl through a fall from his horse, though not without 

^ pi ions that a dose of poison accelerated the vacancy of the gadi, which 


iaranf’ftm, of but by applying the kuifo to his dupe. Kesuti Son:;, an 

Ld m « U> U,Kl ' " P ,,a, *dtar»ship Nowul Sing. Kunjeut Sing suoo,,d . 

ed mm a name rouowrud for th, defenceof Bhart^or aaai««t Lord UVe. Hr, died A. R 
me and was succeeds by the eldcs cir WS j:u».Jh- Sin Sing, 

Jiurdou Sing, and Luohmun : i t j,, . ,•> . . a « eded, under tl. 0 luidage 

* * 

t tather of two* men scarcolv loss celobratcd than himself ChuUurbhoJ and Dwdut K;un 
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Rani desired to see occupied by her own fop. The scandalous chronicle 
of that day is by no means tender of the reputation of Madhu Sing's widow. 
Having a direct interest in the death of Prithi Sing, the laws of common 
sense were violated in appointing her guardian, notv ifh. miming her claims 
as Put Paid, or chief queen of the deceased. Prithi Sing, thuigr. ho never 
emerged from tfie trammels i f min rity and the tutelage of the Ghondawutr.i, 
yet contracted two marriages, one with Bikaner, the •vt.hcr wiih ivi-hejig’.irh, 
J3y the lat er ho had a son, Maun Sing. Every court in Rajpuotana has its 
pretender, and young Mann was long the bugbear to the court of Amber. 
He wasiemoved secretly, on his father's death, to the mat-era d roof at 
Kishengurh; but as this did not offer sufficient security, b« was sent to 
Sindia's camp, and has ever since lived on the bounty of the Mahratta chit f 
at Gwalior.* 


Fratap Sing was immediately placed upon the f/etdi by the queen regent, 
his mother, and her council) consisting of the Feelban, and Khooshialiram. 
who had now received the title of Raja, and the rank of prime minister. He 
employed the power thus obtained to supplant his rival Feeroz, and the 
means he adopted established the independence of his old master, the chief ot 
Macherri, This chief was the only one of note who absented himself from 
the ceremony of the installation of his sovereign. He was countenanced by 
the minister, whose plan to get rid of his rival was to create as much confu¬ 
sion as possible. In order that distress might reach the court, he gave 
private instructions that the zemindars should withhold tb ir payments ; but 
these minor stratagems would have been unavailing, had he not associated 
in his schemes the last remnants of power about the Mogul throne. Nujir 
Khan was at this time the imperial commander, who, aided by the Mahvattas, 
proceeded to expel the .Tats from the city • f Agra. He then attacked ihem 
in their slronghojd of Bhurtpoor. Newul Sing was then the chief of the 
J.us. The Macherri chief stw in the last act of exi iring vigour of the im¬ 
perialists an opening for the furtherance of his vifrws, and he united hi* tioops 
to those of Nujif Khan. This timely succour, and his subsequent aic m 
defeating the dats, obtained for him the title of Uao Raja, and a finnut or 
Macherri, to hoid direct of the crown. Khooshialiram, who, it is s*ii< , c m. y 
ed o < this course, made his old master’s success the basis or his own 
operations r ° supplant the Felban. Aff oting the sumo z*al that, be reco .1 - 
mended to the chief of Macherri, lie volunteered to join the imperial standard 
with all the forces of Amber. The queen regent did not oppose the Bboraa 
pbui. Imt determined out of it s'lll higher to exalt her favourite : she pot him 
at t he h ad of the force, which post the minister had intended for himself. 
Thi e xaltation proved his min. Feeroz, in command of the Amber army, 
met the tent of the imperial commander, Failed in these schemes of attain¬ 
ing f i rol of affairs, through the measure adopted, tin Macfaem 

chief at the instigation of his associate, resolved to accomplish his objects by 


F. 


tv >t h Srmti 
1010. 
u,ioii the flout h 
for lii i 

if hin v.oi 


, throe times he hart » ohagee of being pla •. 1 on the (vide t Re„,dont 

t<. (L.t>• rumen t, 87th -March 7H12),whiolt assuredly ought to be liia: once ubm, . 
t,., ,f Jevpoor wove disgusted with the libertine Jngp.lt Sing; nrnl again, 

i , hi). rtUiiohitO prlooa it. 1»W>. The I eat ocuaainu prow., In.1 n )H ..eoUH.on 
hut the Bnt ial, <; ,vorun.eut were thou the at bltrotuM. *ndl donbt mnolt 
ni-wli.e.'ii to 1. oe understood by those who hart the decision of tho t(Uust!on ; 
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lesr^ustifiablo means. He sought the friendship of the Feelban, and so suc¬ 
cessfully ingratiated himself in his confidence as to administer a dose of 
poison to him, and in conjunction with the Bhora succeeded to the charge of 
the government of Amber i he regent queen soon followed the Feelban, 
and Raja Pratap was yet too yot.ng to guide the state vessel without aid. 
Th • llao Raja and the Bhora, alike ambitious, scon quarrelled, and a division 
of tho imperialists, lift tier thee 1. brated Harmidan Khan, was called in by 
the Bhoi\t. Then followed those interminable broils which brought in the 
Mahrattas. leagues were formed with them against the imperialists one 
day, and dissolved the next • and this went on until the majority of Pratap 
wh > determined tcuexfricate himself from bondage, and formed that ieaguo, 
elsewhere mentioned, which ended in the glorious victory of Tonga, and for 
a time the expulsion of all their enemies, whether imperial or Mahrattas. 

To give a full narrative of the events of this reign, would be to 
recount the history of the empire in its expiring moments. Through¬ 
out the twenty-five years’ rule of Pratap, he and his country underwent 
many vicissitudes. He was a gallant prince, and not deficient in judgment; 
but neither gallantry nor prudence could successfully apply the rosourcea of 
his petty state against its numerous predatory foes and its internal dissen¬ 
sions. The defection of Macherri was a serious blow to Jeypoor, and the 
necessary subsidies soon lightened the hoards accumulated by his predeces¬ 
sors. Two payments to the Mahrattas took away eighty lakhs of rupees 
(£800,000) ; yet such was the mass of treasure, notwithstanding the enorm¬ 
ous sums lavished by Madhu Sing for the support of his claims, besides those 
ol the r gency, that Pratap expended in charity done, on the victory of 
Tonga, AD. 1789, the sum of twenty-four lakhs, or a quarter of a million 
slewing. 

hi A D. 1# 91, aft r the susequont defeats at Patun, and the disruption 
of the alliance with the Rahtores, Tukaji Holcar invaded Jeypoor, and 
extorted an annual tribute, tfhich was afterwards transferred to Ameer Khan 
ami continues a permanent incumbrance on the resources Jeypoor. From, 
th s period to A.D. 1803, the year of Prutap’s death, his country was alter¬ 
nately desolated by Sindia's armies, under De Boigne or Perron, and the 
otlv r hordes of robbers, who frequently contested with each other the pos¬ 
session of the spoils. 

• succeeded in A.D. 1803, and ruled for seventeen yairs, 

wi h Die disgraceful distinction of being the most di'Solufcc prince of h s race 
0 u ' ^ le ©vents with which his reign is crowded would fill volumes 

v °rthy ot b ing recorded. Foreign invasions, cities besieged, 
capLiuianons and war contributions, occasional acts of heioism, when the 
mvaaer forgot the point of honour, court intrigues, diversified, notnnfro- 
qtKn; y by an appeal to the sword o~ dagger, even in the precincts of 
the court. Some times the daily journals (akbars) disseminated the vandal 
o the rawuta (female apartments), the follies of the libertine princo with his 
concubine Ras-oaphoor , or even less 9 worthy objects, who excluded from the 
nuptial couch his lawful mates of the noble blood of Joda, or Jessa, the 
Bahtores and Bhattis of the desert. We shall not disgrace those annals w iih 
the history of a life which discloses not one redeeming virtue amidst a cluster 
of effeminate vices, including the rankest, in the opinion of a Rajpoot -' 
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cowardice. The black transaction respecting the princess of Oodipoor has 
already been related which covered him with disgrace, and inflicted a greater 
1j : i f in his estimation, even than that of character—a million sterling. The 
treasures of ihe Jey-Mindra were rapidly dissipated, to the grief of those 
faithful hereditary guardians, the Meenas of Kalikho, some of whom eom- 
mitted suicide rather than see these sacred deposits squandered on their 
prince’s un worthy pursuits. The lofty walls which surrounded the beautiful 
city of Jey Sing were insulted by every marauder ; commerce was interrupted, 
and agriculture rapidly declined, partly from insecurity, but still more from 
the perpetual exactions of his minions. One day a tailor* ruled the councils, 
the next a Baniah, who might be succeeded by a Brahmin, and each had in 
turn the honour of elevatiou to the donjon k eep < f Nahrgurh, thecastle whcie 
criminals are confined, overlooking the city. The feodal chiefs held both his 
.authority and his person in utter contempt, and the pranks he played 
with the ‘Essence Camphor’ (raS'Caphoor),' f* at one time led to seri ous 
thought? ot deposing him ; which project, when near maturity, was defeated 
by transferring ‘‘this queen of half of Amber,” to the prison of ISTahrgurh. 
In the height of his passion for this Islamite concub ne, he formally installed 
her as queen of half his dominions, and actually conveyed to her hi ght & 
moiety of the personalty of the crown, even to the invaluable library of the 
illustrious Jey Sing, which was despoiled, and its treasures distribute 
anlongsfc her base relations. The Raja even struck coin in her name, am no 
only rode with her on the same elephant, but demand'd forms ot reveience, 
towards her, which were paid only to his legitimate queens. This their pii' o 
could not brook, and though the Dewan, or prime minister, Misr Sheonaiain, 
albeit a Brahmin, called her “daughter,” the brave Chand Sing of Boone© 
indignantly refused to take part in any ceremony at which she was present. 
This contumacy was punished by a mulct of .£20,000, nearly four years 

revenue of the fief of Doonee 1 . f 

Menu allows that sovereigns may be deposed, and the arib oeraev 
Amber had ample justification for such an act. But unfortunate- y c ,. " M 
became known, and some judicious friend, as a salvo for the rtaja . g y 

propagated a report injurious to the fair fame of bis Aspasia, w ic 
affected to believe ; a mandate issued for the sequestration of her piopei 
and her incarceration in the*castle allotted to criminals. Ineresne was 
sighi of, and tTuggut continued to dishonour the gadi of Jey h>mg un ^ 1 
death, on a day held especially sacred by the Rajpoot, the 21st of pocem.es 
1818, the winter solstice, when, to use their own metaphorical language r 
“the door of heaven is reopened.” ... i 

Rfcja Juggut Sing left no i«sue, legitimate or illegitimate, and no 
provision had been made for a successor during bis life. But as the laws o 
Tb.ji ootana, political or religious, admit of no interregnum , and the hmerca 
must be lit by an adopted child if there be no natural issue, It \v«* 
at once to inaugurate a successor ; and the choice toll on Mohun 


pyre 

necessary 

Korji Mutcas wap a tailor by birth, and, I believe, had In curly life ejevot^l 
Uo wun, bor ov or, amongst tho Moosahobs , or privy connoinoiB ot Juggm *• n &' 
one ol' the* arnluu .^adors *e»b to treat with Lord Lake. . . mvoted 

t rphoor. I am aware } mows ‘corrosive sublimate/ but it may *l»o U inuf P it,ea 

auiujuco oi camphor. 
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^ ex P rin co of N up war* Aa this selection, in opposition to the 
eatablished rules of succession, would, but for a posthumous birth, have Jed to 
r, civil war, it may be proper to touch briefly upon the subject of heirs pro- 
111 ootana, more especially those of Jeypoor: the want of exact 
..nowledge respecting this point, in those to whom its political relations with 
1|S ^ ' r ro . ; 1' ^^ime entrusted, might have had the most injurious effects on 
. British character, J o set this in its proper light, we shall explain the 
principles of the alliance which rendered Jeypoor a tributary of Britain, 


CHAPTER IV. 

vegpoor the last of the Rajpoot states to embrace the proffered alliance of the 
’ ’ * r ocrastination habitual to the Rajpoots , as to all Asiatics 

A otives and considerations which influenced the Jeypoor court in 
declining our alliance,— A treaty concluded.—Death of Juggut Sing.— 
jjfects oj our interference in the intrigues respecting the succession 
Lain of primogeniture.—The evils attending an ignorance of Rajpoot 
customs.— T iolation of the law of succession in the placing 'of Mohun 
king on the gf-dh—Reasons for departing from the rule of succession .— 
Conduct of the British author dies.—The title of Mohun Sing disputed by 

°f thc ^azirand hie faction .— 
of the mifmi* ( } s pbers prevented by the unexpected pregnane/ of me 
l &n 9-Birth of a posthumous son ' ' 

thfi nroteoh'or, t rl ^ principalities of RajpQOtana to accept 

Ln Pr !l M e f, d by the 8 0ve rnment of British India. To the'latest 
1 ’ e ' j ® c ^ ar sanction to a system which was to banish for ever 
„^“ es °i Cr ' ® ur over tures and expostulations were rejected, 

, 6 , }*'‘ cc J or r V powers of India had been, one after another, laid 
Srf at °t rfo \ lb f Pmdarries were annihilated ; the Peshwa was 
Ssied Khh rT Ganges ; the Boonsla was Unfed; Sindia 

P -j J ~ *«■ «d Holcar, who had extensive lands assigned him 

a 

RajpooT 'thon'^h*r ! fa ™ urite expedient of all Asiatics ; and the 
(deitinvl woi K oni , afca ] ls j‘* often protracting the irresistible honhar 
Lbn boMtb i | us deliverance. Ameer Khan, the lieutenant of Holear, 
who held the lands and tribute o Jeypoor in jaedad, oi assignment tor his 

troops, was the sole enemy of social order left to operate on the fears of 
Jeypoor, and to urge her to take refuge in our alliance ; and even h- was 
Iipoi) the point oj becoming one of the illustrious allies, who were to enjoy 
the perpetual friends up” of Great Britain. The Khan was at that very 
moment battering Madhurajpura, a town almost within the sound of cannon- 
shot of Jeypoor, and we were compelled to make an indirect uso of this 
incident to hasten the decision of the Cuehwaha prince. The motives of 
his backwardness Will appear from the following details. 

V arious considerations combined to check the ardour with which we 



NIIN/Sr^ 



ANNALS OF AMfiEK. 


<SL 


s ^!zj>at&/ally expected our offer of protection would bo embraced. The Jeypoor 
court retained a lively, but no grateful remembrance, of the solemn 
obligations we contracted with her in 1803. and the facility with which we 
extricated ourselves from them when expediency demanded, whilst. v/e vainly 
attempted to throw the blame of violating the treaty upon our ally. To use 
the words of one who has been mixed up with all the political transactions 
of than eventful period, with reference to the letter delivered by the envoy 
at the Jeypoor court from our viceroy in the East, notifying the dissolution 
of the alliance ; “the justi ce of these grounds was warmly disputed by the 
court, which, under a lively sense of that imminent danger to which it had 
become exposed from this measure, almost forgot for a moment the temper 
and respect which it owed to the English nation.” But the native envoy 
from Jeypoor, attending the camp of the gallant Lake, took a still higher 
tone, and with a manly indignation observed, that “this was the first time 
since the English government was established in India, that it had been 
known to make its Faith subservient to its conveniencea reproach the 
more bitter and unpalatable from its truth.* 

The enlarged and prophetic views of Marquis Wellesley, Which suggest¬ 
ed the policy of uniting all these regular governments in a league against 
the predatory poweis, were counteracted by the timid temporising policy of 
Lord Cornwallis, who could discover noshing but weakness in this extension 
of our influence. What misery would not these states have been spared, 
had those engagements, executed through the noble Lake (a name never 
mentioned in India, by European or native, without reverence , been 
maintained ; for the fifteen years which intervened bet ween the two periods 
produced more mischief to Rajwarra than the preceding half century, and 
half a century more will not repair it ! 

A circumstance that tended to increase this distrust was our tearing 
Vizier Alii from his sanctuary at Jeypoor, which has cast an indelible stain 
upon the Ouchwaha name. We have elsewhere*f explained the privileges of 
mrna , or 'sanctuary/ which claimed by the unfortunate or cirminal, is .sac-r a 
in fcho eye of the Rajpoot. This trust we forced the Jeypoor state o 
violate, though she was then indipendent of us. It was no excuse for tne 
act that the fugitive was a foul assassin : we had no right to demand Ins 
surrender.:}: 

There were other objections to the proffered treaty of no small weight 
The J< vpoor court justly deemed one-fifth {eight lakhs) of the gross revenues 


# Vide Malcolm's Political History of India, p. 4*34. 
f Vol. T. p. 489. 

t A hotter commentary on the opinioue hel « by the natives upon this subject could 
pnl l) K i?eu than tin* speech of Holca/s envoy to the ftg-n.t of tie Governor General of 
India, then with Lord Lake : “Holcars vakeel demanded, with no slight <! grea of pertinacity, 
m of the Jeypoor and Boondi tributes ; and one of thorn, speaking of the f 
* mated, that he no doubt would continue to enjoy the friendship of tho English, tis he had 
•FdUgiaced him.olf to plense that nation, by g ring up Vizier Alii (who had m>m at hie 
protection) to thoir von ;eance. The rakecd was severely rebuked by tic>. .jrent 0 olonel, 
now Sit J ohn Malcolm) for this insolent reficotien on the conduct of an ally of tito British 
Government, who had delivered up a murderer whom it would have bocu infamy to -holier 
ilvngh the author of the li Po ideal History of India ’ might have added—but whom it 
was .till k* cater infamy, according (o iJiCtr code, to surrender. beo Malcolms J oliti* ftl 
History of (udia, p. 43JJ. 
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^_ povo .vw, a high rate of insurance for protection - but when \v*o further 

stipulated tor a prospective increase of nearly one-third ofall surplus revenue 
beyond forty lakhs, they saw, instead of the generous Briton, n sordid 
trafficker of mercenary protection, whose rapacity transcended that* of tho 
Mahratta. 

Independent of these state objections, there were abundance of private 

individual motives arrayed in hostility to the British offer. For example: 
t: ministers dreaded the surveillance of a resident agent, as obnoxious to 
their authority and influence ; and the chieftains, whom rank and ancient 
usage kept at court as the counsellors of their prince, saw in prospect the ' 
surrender of crown-lands, which fraud, favour, or force, had obtained for 
them. Such were the principal causes which impeded the alliance between 
Amber and the Governor-general of British India ; but it would have 
marred the uniformity of Lord Hasting’s plan to have left a gap in the 
general protective system by the omission of Jeypoor. The events rapidly 
happening around them—-the presence of Meer Khan—the expulsion of the 
orange flag of the Mahratta, and the substitution of the British banner on 
the b&Hlemeafcs of Ajmere—at length produced a tardy and ungracious 
assent, and, on tho 2nd of April 1818, a treaty of ten articles was concluded, 
"which made the Cuchwaha princes the friends and tributaries in perpetuity 
of Great Britain. 


On the 21st of December of the same year, Juggut Sing died, and the 
choice of a successor speedily evinced to the ministers the impracticability of 
ineir exercising, as in days of yore, that“ absolute power over their country 
end dependants/’ guaranteed to them by the treaty. f Our office of arlu rat¬ 
ing the differences between the Raja and his vassals, on tho subject of the 
usurpations from the crownlauds, was easy, and left no .uupleasant feeling• 

. ! 1J w hoo we intermeddled v, ith the intrigues respecting the sucoe-don, out 
ignorance ot established rights and usage rendered the interference oifci sive, 
and made the Jeypoor chiefs repent the alliance which temporary policy had 
induced their prince to accept* 

It may be of use in future negotiations, to explain the usages which 
govern the different states of llajpootana in respect to succession. The 
iiw of primogeniture prevails in all Rajpoot sovereignties ; the rare instances 
in which it haa been set aside, are only exceptions to the rule. The 
it*conclusive dicta ol Menu, on...this as on many other points, are m:v«r 
appealed to by tho Rajpoots of modern days. Custom and precedent fix 
the right of succession, whether to the gadi of the state, or to a flef, in the 
eldest son, who is styled Rajkomar Pat-komar, or simply Komarj \ l tho 
prince ; while his brothers have their proper names affixed, as Komar Joivari 
^ l * noe Jowan/ Seniority is, in fact, a distinction pervading all ruqks 
ue, whether in royal families or those of chieftains ; all hive their Put- 
Komar, and Pat-rani, of ‘head child/ and ‘head queen/ The privileges of 
J afi-iani are very considerable. In minorities, she is the guardian, by 
custom as well as nature, of her child : and in Mewar (the oldest sovereignty^ 
in India), she is publicly enthroned with tho Rana. Seniority in marriage 
bestows the title of Pat rani, but as soon as aii hell 1 is given to the estate; 

* >So(i Article 6 of the Treaty, Appe»ffifc fto, 6. * 
t See Articles 8 ef the Treaty, * * 

(fKf 
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.ieen mother assumes thi^ title, or that of Mdliji, simply ‘the mother/^ 
In tho duties of guardian, she is assisted by the chiefs of certain families, 
who with certain officers of the household enjoy this as an established 
hereditary distinction. 

On the demise of a prince without lawful issue of his body, or that 
O- near kindred, brothers or cousins, there are certain families in every 
principality (raj) of Rajwarra, in whom is vested the right of presumptive 
heirship to the gadi, In order to restrict the circle of claimants, laws have 
been established in every state limiting this right to the issue of a certain 
family in each principality. Thus, in Me war, the elder of the Ranawut clans, 
Btylcd Babas , or ‘the infants/ possesses the latent right of heir presumptive. 
Ij Marwar, the independent house of Eedur, of the family of Joda; in Boondi, 
tbo hou^c of Doogari; in Kotah, the Apjis of Polaitoh; in JBikaner, the family 
of Mahajin - and in Jeypoor, the branch Rnjawufc (according to seniority), of 
the stock of Raja Maun. Even in this stock there is a distinction between 
those prior, and those posterior, to Raja Madhu Sing; the former are styled 
simple Rajawut , or occasionally conjoined, Mansingote ; the other Madhani. 
The Eajawuts constitute a numerous frerage , of which the Jhulaye house 
takes the lead; and in which, provided there are no mental or physical dis¬ 
abilities, th** right of furnishing heirs to the gadi of Jeypoor is long-established, 
incontrovertible, and inalienable privilege. 

Wo have been thus minute, because, notwithstanding the pressed wish 
of the government not to prejudge the question, jhe first exercise of its 
authority as lord-paramount was to justify a proceeding by which these estab¬ 
lished usages were infringed, in spite of the eighth article of the treaty: H The 
Maharaja and his heirs and successors shall remain absolute rulers of their 
country and dependants according to long-established usage,” &c. u (Test le 
premier pas qui coutefi and this first step, being a wrong one, has involved 
an interference never contemplated, and fully justifying that wariness on the 
part of Jeypoor, which made her hesitate to link her destiny with ours. 

Both the* sixth and seventh articles contain the seeds of disunion, when- 
e ver it might suit the chicanery or bad faith of the protected, or the avarice 
of ih protector. The former has already been called into operation, and the 
‘ubsvhiP: rulers* of Jeypoor have Been compelled to unfold to the resident 
agent the whole of their financial and territorial arrangements, to prove that- 
the revenues did not exceed the sum of forty lakhs, as, of the sum in excess 
(busid' s the stipulated tributary fifth), our share was to be tinee sixteenths 

Wbile, therefore* we deem ourselves justified in interferin g iu the two 


* In Mo war, simply Mahji ; at Jeypoor, where they havo long used the language and 
mai .era of Dollu they affix the Persian word Sihcbch, or ‘lady-mother.* 

t Mo war was subjected to the same premium on her reviving prosperity. The author 
unfiiw 1 ^ fui'y o:ideavourod to have a limit fixed to th6 demand ; but he ha> beard with joy 
that Bomo ioipr>rtaiK moditictiona have since been made in these tributary engagements 
b h with Me war and Amber •• they cannot be made too light. Discontent in Itajpootuua 
will not bo appeased by a few lakhs of «. xtvv. expenditure. I gave my opinions fcarlotidy 
when ( had every thing at Btake j 1 will not suppress them now, when 1 have nothing either 
to hope or to fear but for tho perpetuity of the Hriti:h power in theso regions, and tho 
jpvival of the happiness and independence of those who havo sought our protection, lie 
will prove the greatest enemy to his country, who, in norape© of the truo position of the 
Rajpoots, may aim at further trenching upon tueir indopoudenoo. Read the thirty year*’ 
hut w en Arung/.obe mid the fjt .tores ! whore is the dynasty of their tyrant ? Look at 


the jpap 


their 


Aravalii iu j 


nq enemies to hanog or disturb 
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branches of government, the succession and finances, how is it possible 
to avoid being implicated in the acts of the government'functionaries, and 
involved in the party views and intrigues of a court, stigmatized even by 
the rest of Rajwarra with the epithet of jootha durbar, the ‘lying court? 
While there is a resident agent at Jeypoor, whatever his resolves, he will find 
it next to impossible to keep aloof from the vortex of intrigue. The purest 
intentions, the highest talents, will scarcely avail to counteract this systa- 
matic vice, and with one party at least, but eventually with all, the reputa¬ 
tion of his government will bo compromised, 

This brings us back to the topic which suggested these remarks, tlm 
installation of a youth upon the gcidi of Jeypoor. We shall expose the opera¬ 
tion of this transactian by a literal translation of an authentic document, 
every word of which was thorughly substantiated. As it presents a curious 
picture of manners, and is valuable as a precedent, wo shall give it ntire in 
the Appendix, and shall here enter no farther into details than is neocssary 
to unravel the intrigue which violated the established laws of succession. 

The youth, named Mohun Sing, who was installed on the gadi of Joy- 
poor, on the morning succeeding Juggut Sing’s decease, was the son of 
Monohur Sing, tho ex-Raja of Nurwar, who was chased from his throne and 
country by Sindia. We have stated that tho Jeypoor family sprung from 
that of Nurwar eight centuries ago; but the parent state being left without 
direct lineage, they applied to Amber and adopted son of Prithi Rnj I., from 
whom tho boy now brought forward was fourteen generations in decent. 
This course of proceeding was in direct contravention of usage, which had 
fixed, ns already stated, tho hoirs-presumptive, on failure of lineal issue, to 
tho gadi of Amber, in the decendants of Raja Maun, and tho branch 
Madhani, generally styled Rcyaicw* *, of whom the first claimant was the chkf 
of Jhulrye, and supposing his incompetency, Kamah, and a do.cn other 
houses, of the ‘infants’ of Jeypoor. 

The causes of departure from the recognized rule, in this respect worn 
the following. At the death of Juggut Sing, tho reins of power were, and ( 
had been for some time, in the hands of the chief eunuch of tho raiculu, 
(seraglio), whose name was Mohun Nazir,# a man of considerable vigour of 
understanding, and not without the reputation of good intention in hi3 
administration of affairs, although the system of chicanery and force,f by 
which he attempted to carry his subject, savoured more of self-intcrost than 
of royalty. The youth was but nine years of ago ; and a long minority, with 
the exclusive possessiou of power, suggests the true motives of the Nazir. 
His principal coadjutor, amongst the great vassals of the state, \va* Megh 
Sing of Diggee, a chief who had contrived by fraud and force to double his 
hereditary fief by usurpations from the crown-lands, to retain which he sup 
ported the views of the Nazir with all tho influence of his clan (the Khartga 


them! How different would a Rajpoot foe prove' from a eontomptiblo MMinuta, cv i.h u 
mercenary array of traitorous Nawaba, whom we have always found easy conquests ! Cherish 
tho native army : conciliate tho Rajpoots ; thou, laugh at foes ! 

* Nazir is the official name, a Mahomedan one, demoting his capacity t as emasculated 
cruardinn of tho seraglio- Jeypoor and Buondi are the only iwo of the Rajpoot priueipulitios 
who, adopting the Mooslom custom have contaminated the palaces oi their queen) with 
the presence of those creatures. 

t See “Summary of Transaction' ,” * Appendix, No, v 
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), the most powerful -6f the twelve great families df Amber.* Tha 
personal servants of the crown, such as the Purohits , Dhabhoes (domestic 
chaplains and foster-brothers), and all the subordinate officers of the house¬ 
hold, considered the Nazir’s cause as their own : a minority and his favour 
guaranteed their places which might be risked by the election of a prince 
who could judge for himself, and had friends to provide for. 

A reference to the “Summary of Transactions” (in the Appendix will 
show there was no previous consultation or concert amongst the military 
vassals, or the queens; on the contrary, acting entirely on his own respon¬ 
sibility, the Nazir, on the morning succeeding the death of his master, 
placod young Mohun in “the car of the sun,” to lead the funeral procession, 
and light the pyre of his adopted sire. Scarcely were the ablutions and 
ik ees;?.ry purfientions from this rite concluded, when he received the 
congratulation- of all present as lord of the Cuchwahns, under the revived 
name of Maun Sing the Second. The transactions which followed, as relat¬ 
ed in the diary, until the final denouement , distinctly shew, that having 
committed himself, the Nazir was anxious to obtain through the nuidont 
agents of the chieftains at court, their acquiescence in the measure under 
their signs-manual. It will be seen that the communications were received 
and replied t<> in that cautious, yet courteous manner, which pi' dgod the 
writ* r to nothing, and gained him time f*r the formation of .a deliberate 
opinion: the decision was thus suspended ; all eyes were directed to the pm- 
- int power ; arid the Nazir, whose first desire was to propitiate this, en 
treated the British functionary at Delhi to send his confidential rnoonshee to 
/eypoer without delay. This agent reached Jeypoor from Delhi six da} s 
after the death of Juggut, He was the bearer of instructions, “requiring a 
full account of the reasons for placing the son of the Nurwar Raja on tho 
imisnud; ofhis family, lineage, right of succession, and by whose councils the 
itk ; iv< v;*s adopted.* ’ On the 31th. of January this requistion was reiterat¬ 
ed;* and it was further asked, whether the measure had the assent of the 
queens and chiefs, and a declaration to this effect, under their signatures, was 
r. -pii ■ d to b forwarded. Nothing could be more explicit? or more juuui- 
ous, tlnin t he tenor of these instructions. 

The replies of the Nazir and confidential rnoonshee were such, that on 
the 7ih. of February the receipt of letters of congratulation from the British 
agent, accompanied by one from the supreme authority, was formally announc¬ 
ed, which letters being read in full cour f , ‘'the novbt (kettledrum) again 
fi«» ruled, and young Maun Sing was conducted to the Pratap Mahl d 
nted on the musnud. ’ On this formal recognition by the British govern 
okm f, the agents of fche chieftains at their sovereign’s court, in reply to thu 
Nazir’s demand, “to know the opinions of the chiefs,’’ answered, that * if he 
cu ,, -d them, they were ready to obey;” but at the same time they relied 
ir adhesion on that of the chief queen, sister of the Raja of Jodpoor, who 
vthed nothing but open defiance of the Na: T ir and his junta w Far!} in 
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unvote r-Iun onomoraicp fcw. 
< finnnAllv a»'d t-hoir united 

rirae. Wep'hu Singp, by bi* 
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a, public discontent became more manifest: and /he Rajawut chief of 
Jhulayc determined to appeal to arms in support of his rights as heir presump¬ 
tive, and was soon joined by the chiefs of Sirwur and Eesurda, junior bur 
powerful branches of the same stock. 

Another party seemed inclined, on this emergency, to revive the right 
of that posthumous son of Prithi Sing, whom we have already described as 
living in exile at Gwalior, on the bounty of Sindia; and nothing but the 
unfavourable report of his intellect and debased habits prevented the elder 
branch of the sons of Madhu Sing recovering their lost honours. 

While the paramount authority was thus deluded, and the chieftains 
were wavering amidst so many conflicting opinions, the queens continued 
resolute, and the Rajawiits were arming—and the Nazir, in this dilemma, 
determined as a last resource, to make Raja Maun of Jodpoor the umpire, 
hoping by this appeal to his vanity, to obtain his influence over his sister to 
an acquiescence in the irremediable step, which had been taken “in obedience 
(as he pretended) to the will of the deceased prince.’' Raja Mauri’s reply ia 
important: “that there could be no occasion for his or his sister's signature to 
the required declaration on the right of succession to the musnud of Jeypoor, 
which depended upon, and was vested in, the elders of the twelve tribes 
of Cuchwahos; that if they approved and signed the declaration, the queen 
his sister and afterwards himself, would sign it. if requisite.” 

The Nazir and bis faction, though aided by the interposition of the 
inootishce, were now' in despair, and in these desperate circumstances, he 
attempted to get up a marriage between the puppet he had enthroned and the 
grand-daughter of the Rana of Mower. It was well contrived, and not 
ill—received by the Rana ; but there was an influence at his court which a; 
oneo extinguished the plot, though supported at Delhi by the Rana's mort 
influential agent. It was proposed that, at the same time, the Rana should 
consummate his nuptials with the Joy poor Raja’s sister, the preliminaries of 
which had been settled a dozen years back. Money in abundance was oil r'd, 
and the Rana s passion for pageantry and profusion would have prevented any 
objection to his proceeding to the Joypoor capital. To receive the chief of the 
universal Hindu race with due honour, the whole nobility of Amber would 
lett their estates, which would have been construed into, and accepted as 
a voluntary acquiescence in the rights of the Nazir's choice, which marriage 
would have completely cemented.. Foiled in this promising design, the knot 
whirli the precipitate and persevering conduct of the Nazir had rendered too 
lrmisuj.uble even for h?s skill to undo Was cut by tb® annunciation of the 
advanced pregnancy of the Bhattiani queen. 

Thi-> timely interposition of Mata Jamnvi (the Juno Lucina of Raj- 
warra) might well be regarded as miraculous ; ond though the sequel of hjs 
event was conducted with >uch publicity as almost to choke the voice of 
slandor. it still found utterance.* It was deemed a sort of prodigy, that an 
event, which would have caused a jubilee throughout Dkoondar, should 


Ihc publicity, on thig occasion, j 3 precisely >f the same cbnrncicr ru» marked 
Lie accouchement of the Duchess dc Berri. who, it is said, not only h.ul the usual w 
' ‘ fcbonco the voice of dcmbt. but. absolutely insisted on the Hfn.-rchnu^. u> well ho 

MartrfydU: of Franco being in the room at the moment of partnution, 
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uavu boen kept secret until three months after the Raja’s death.* The 
mysteries of the vciwulaz of Rajpoot princes find their way to the public out 
of doors; and in Oodipoor, moro especially, are the common topics of 
conversation. The variety of character within its walls, the like variety of 
communicants without, the conflicting interests, the diversified objects of 
contention of these little worlds, render it utterly impossible that any secret 
can long be maintained, far less one of such magnitude as the pregnancy of 
the queen of a prince without issue. That this event should be revealed 
to fchq Nazir, the superintendent of the queers palace, with all the formality 
of a. new discovery, three months after Juggufc Sing’s death, must excite 
surprise ; since to have been the bearor of such joy full intelligence to his 
master, to whom ho was much attached, must have rivetted his influence. 

At three o’clock on the 1st of April, a council of sixteen queens, the 
widows of the late prince, and the wives of all the great vassals of the 
state, '"assembled to ascertain the fact ot pregnancy,” whilst all the great 
barons awaited in the antichambers of the Zencinu D com the important 
response of this council of matrons. When it announced that the Bhattiani 
queen was pregnant beyond a doubt, they consulted until seven, when they 
sent in a written declaration, avowing their unanimous belief of the fact ; 
and that “should a son be born, they would acknowledge him as their lord, 
and to none else pledge allegiance.’' A transcript of this was given *° 0 

Nazir who was recommended to forward an attested copy to the British 
curent'at Delhi. From these deliberations from which there was no appeal, 
the Nazir was excluded by express desire of the Rahtore queen, lie made 
an ineffectual effort to obtain from the chiefs a declaration, that the adoption 
of the Nurwar youth was in conformity to the desire of the deceased 
prince, their master ; but this attempt to obtain indemnity for his illegal 
ae ,J was defeated immediately on the ground of its untrutb.f . 

By this lawful and energetic exertion of the powers directly vested in 
the queen-mother and the great council of the chiefs, the tongue of faction 
was rendered muto ; but had it been otherwise, another queen was pronoun 
red to he in the same joyful condition.* On the morning of the -otnoi 
Al -.il, four months and' four days after Juggut Sing’s death a sob was 
ushered into the world with the usual demonstrations ot joy, and received 
ns the Autocrat of the Cuchwahas ; while the infant interloper was removed 
from the mkU. and thrust back to his original obscurity. Thus terminated 
au affair which involved all Rajwarra in discussion, and at ono time 
< hreatened a very serious result. That it was disposed of m this manno 
was fortunate for all parties, and not least for the protecting power. 

Having thus given a connected, though imperfect., sketch of ihe history 
of th, Jeypoor state, from its foundation to the present time, before protecd- 
,.,g with any account of its resources, or the details of its internal 


administration, we shall delineate the rise, progress, and 


existing condition 
and almost to an 


of tho Shokbavati federation, which has risen out ot, 

equality with, the pa rent state. _ _ _ _ _«- 

- J^ R ufc sing died on the the Slat December 1818, and the announcement of the 
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CHAPTER V. 

Origin of the Shekhavati federation.—Its constitutions—Descent of th chief? 
from Baloji of Amber.—MoJculji.—Miraculous birth of his son.—Shckhjl 
—Aggrandizes his territory.—Raemrd.—Sooja.—Raesil. Ilis heroism 
—Obtains grants from Akber.—Qets possession of Khundaila and Oodi- 
poor.—His exploits and character.—Uhirdhurji—Is cut off by assassina¬ 
tion,—Dwarcadas.—IJ is extraordinary feat with a lion.—Falls by Khan 
Jchan Lodi.—Birsmgdeo.—Bis authority usurped by his son — B aha 
door Smg.—Arungzebe directs the demolition of the temple of Khundaila. 
—Bahadoor deserts his capital.—Shujaun Sing.—Raesilote Hies to its 
ejence.' lie is slain, the temple razed, and the city garrisoned .— Kcsuri 
—Partition of the territory between Kcsuri and Fulteh Sing.— 
1 atteh Sing assassinated, -Kcsuri resists the regal authority.—Is deserted 
.n the field and slain. Ilis son Oodi Sing token to Ajmere.—Khundaila 
retaken and restored to Oodi Sing, who is liberated.—Be resolves to 
ymmsh the Munohurpur chief.-Is baffled by that chiefs intrigues.—1» 
icgc y .y oung of Amber, Khundaila becomes tributary to Amber. 

vhifih ' 1 surimruv! sketch the history of the Shekhawut confederation, 
flu ftf 'irr? J*a r °* m re( * un( * ant fo&lality of Amber, through the in- 
ilrvvt emiflfi 1 n ®, cltc '!®®* ii,nce9 ) has attained a power and consideration 
■ f “ I o n ° a 0 Parent state; and although it possesses neither 

Kv '/ P er ‘ uanenfc congress, nor any visible or recognized head, 
subsists by a sense o£ common interest. It must not bs supposed, however 

lnri,u« *7*1? f P ° 1Cy IS , , t0 be f ° Und in this confederation, because the 
dividSl interoaiTa rn , 5® °u 1,1 action • ,hL ' moment any common or it, 

assembles at Oodipoor^decido th^co ' 1 cou " cil ot lh , 0 Barons ot Shekhavati 

Rai , 1 0od i i h ,? r khaW l tcb,e Ffcai » 3 are descended from Baloji, the third son of 
1389 A^hr’, W . ho , SU f ° eded to the throne of Amber in S. 1445, A D 
find that v-arl/tT™ 1 u 7* Iook back to the political state of society, we 

federation were^arcellS ? th ° fcraot8 » whicb now ob °y thc Shekhavati 
Tu r trib’s * ‘'1 Ufc amon g st numerous chieftains of thc Choh-,u pr 

T *K". Tr r : of ^ 

acted from them ^ I0n the sword and their Islamite successors ex- 

do. f ^natwi’k!! o'. WaS . aotua l founder of the numerous families now 
- - ^ _ y e more distinguished name of Shekji, his grandson, obtained 

thronJimui^Imh °u ^avo only to make tho search find an abundant harvest 

^^ ^ s ?°? n K-! C V f a ’ ,eiuat and cities, v, hose nan,... ,,e hardly Inowu 

Snw th*' tiZt i hab,Un ^ ancient Bai-cr I have already spoken, and i now 

o attention 91 say countrymen to AWwnair, which boasts a very remote antiquity ; ftu a 








MiNisr^ 



AttNAKS OF AMbEU.' 


<SL 


appanage the district of Amrutsir, but whether by his own prowess of 
*vy other means, is not mentioned. He had three sons ; Mokulji, Khemraj, 
[lid Ivharud. The first succeeded to the patrimony of Amrutsir ; the second 
had a numerous issue styled Bdlapota, one of whom was adopted into the 
twelve chambers (bara-kotri) of Cuchwah.is. The third had a son called 
Kumun, whose descendants were styled Kumawufc, but are no\v nearly 

Mokul had a son who was named Shekhji, in complimeut to a miracle- 
working Islamite saint, to whose prayers the childless chief was indebted for 
* son destined to be the patriarch of a numerous raco, occupying, under the 
term Shekhawut, an important portion of the surface of Rajpootna. bhekb 
Boorhan was the name of this saint, whoso shrine (still existing) was about 
six miles from Achrole, and fourteen from the residence of Mokul. A.»e 
period of time was shortly after Timoor’s invasion, it is not unlikely he was 
a pious missionary, who remained behind for the conversion AT tbet warlike 
but tolerant Rajpoot,with whom, even if he should fail m his purpose, he 

was certain of protection and hospitality. The Shekh in one of his peregti- 


fl . m „ no l,l stanza we might imagine that its princes were connected with the Kama dynasty 
hl , n anold stanza we B = fr0IJl an itinerant bard, who had an neper- 

tfSedgS H aud Alve doubles* made it mere so, bat it is -ull sufficiently 

t-euigiue to i)oint nt a ^s: h ai:^:tTZnir,' . 

“ Bee a Sanjog ayo Girnair ( Qirnar ) 

“ Dek'h bharat, \eo bulao 
“ Keo bidut, mun begsae , 

“ 1 icao S an jog, Formata burre 
t; Kos sat' h so, mint chit tl'harre ; 

44 Tu beti Kaicuin ca 
u Nam Formula, ^f*) ho 
“ Jjekha hooa kurtar ko 
“ Eea jana sarb ko. v 

.r-hl, i d a fragment of a long poem relative to the rivalry of Raja C:.und of Abnm;air 
n-;fl Rd : ft Soorsen of Indrapoori, who was betrothed to Permala, dang er o i m ^ 
had rose toGiruar, to e3pou<3e her, when the Abhanair priuce abinofc < • J . ’ ^ ; 

of ludbrapoori (Delhi), if the ancestor of the Suramin, and founder o So P * he4 
a>robubly twelve hundred years before Christ. Ihat sun-worah i pe • a r>Dftlla* 

fchemedvea in the peninsula of Saurashtra, (whose capital was Junagui - * ' .. 1 , 

tion, iu the days of the Greeks of Bactria, as now, proves ; (see Strabo 
wheth r Kaioum, the father of Permala, is the Caicumaias of Ferdoosi we shafl i o «top 
to inquire The connection between this peninsula ana Persia T>as intimate, in i • 
to even to give rise to the assertion that the Renas of Mewar were descended t.omthe» 
Huniun kings. It was my good fortune to discover Soorpoon, on the Jumua, the »e»U 
the rival ofchund of Abhanair, which city I leave to some oneimbticd wt > s-tl™o to 
vist s \nd moral? arid ho will find there an inscription m a coond <.r fountain aaaicate 
the Sun. The distance>\vever, seven hundred eosa (he* sat'h so) whiner (rout l^rapot’r. v 
Abhanair, . even admitting them to bo g*o co,s would be* o mrnb ' L ,, d . 

would make it m lit hundred miles, and oertainly.as the crow tlies, * * not seven bund, 
intertv'ivtmwith'the story there is much about ^^V*,*™*j ^ 
of great antiquity in Orissa, and l con tamng some o, t c hnesspe % 

Saw. There is also mention of a Kaj i earn. (. L \. on se > ^ m y 

255ir-si ss-srss;.* * 

iifeiirwnt. AC jajnnt,r, » J , i {. uro( j remains Those drawings Wore k-ent to td\e 
penui for several days with the aouipcu.Mi f i® ,. Pl „ n : na n f J'limif?- 

auhorhhift at Calcutta • perhaps this uotice may,rescue fiom cbh^on the remains oi JM • 

■ , , mv tervased friend's talent, for Captain Pellet Sealy wasauot-nameui cqu-'b - 

IS jaw hfemnlto his professic n. He fell a vie U to the fever «-ut nu.ted » the xNopal 
iiie mins of manair^ ' ou the BangungA, thiee coas east of U,teont. 
t Pcriwfai means Fairy garland, 
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^ bad reached the confines of Amrutsir, and was passing over an exten¬ 
sive meadow, in which was Mokulji. The Mangia (mendicant) approached 
with the usual salutation, “have you any thing forme?” “Whatever you 
please to have, Babaji (sire),” was the courteous reply. The request was 
limited to a draught of milk, and if our faith were equal to the Shekhawut’s, 
we should believe that Shekh Boorhan drew a copious stream from the ex¬ 
hausted udder of a female buffalo. This was sufficient to convince the old 
chief that the Shekh could work other miracles; and he prayed that, through 
his means, he might no longer be childless. In due time he had an Loir, 
Who, according to the injunctions of Boorhan, was styled, after his own tribe’ 
Shekh; lie directed that he should wear the bucldea* which, when laid 
aside, was to be suspended at the saint’s dnrgah • and further, that he should 
assume the blue tunic and cap, abstain from hog’s flesh, and eat no meat 
. * n which the blood remained.” He also ordained that at the birth of every 
Shekhawut male infant, a goat should be sacrificed, the Kulma (Islamite 
creed) read, and the child sprinkled with the blood. Although four cent uries 
Rt1n e . P r SS - eCi fc ^ ese ^ligations were contracted by Mokul, they are 

‘ l ~ 1 S l ^ U3 v maintained by the little nation of his descendants, occupying 
* space, ci fen thousand square miles. The wild hog; which, according to 
hn IU f C Ti! la u ^S^» 9 kould bo eaten once a year by every Rajpoot, is rarely even 
v f a Shekhawut; and though they have relaxed in Jiliat ordinanco 
ci ij 1C 1 G 1 ?? lr ? ail , ded sus P G nsion of the buddeds at the shrine of Boorhan. 
r r J . wears them, as well as the blue tunic and cap, for two voar 
k & M d a Sfci11 * reat ® r raark of respect to the memory tho saint 

fl 32 . 0 f t h 'ol f, 110 Phonon which surmounts the yellow banner, or national 
indolenS K UtS * ,I fc even gravely asserted, that those who, from 
nortant ininn^r? C<3 |’n°f n justifiable motives have neglected the least hn- 
never n m i w i n , that o. depositing the initiatory strings or buddecu, have 
toleratin * 1 + a stl * 1 str01| ger proof is furnished of the credulity,the 

ftl honib A 1and 3» t 'J“ m «tejHUty. ,f the Rajpoot character, in the fact, that 
a u f A Tt lr> , a - K ^ anc * 3 aroun< ^ the dnrgah, are annexed to the tisc 
utni'fi ° r j yet the shune uf Siiekh Boorhan contiuues a eima (sanotuary), 
• ' ' ,1 , KS ^reassigned to almost a hundred families, the descendants of the 
saint who reside in the adjacent town of Talla. 

, ^hen he attained man’s estate, greatly augmented the territory 

h' inis *ather, and had consolidated three hundred and sixty Villages under 
is s^ay, by conquest from hi* neighbours, when his reputation and po\ er 
■ racted the jealous notice of the Bunnee Pathansj* he successfully w. ! stood 
, e roderated assaults of his suzerain. Up to this period, they had ackn -w 
.eugea the Amber princes as liege lords, and in token of alliance paid as tribute 


# * Strings, or threads, worn cross*'ays by Mahometan, children, 

Tho town of Amrutsir and forty-five villages arc still left to tho Munohbrpoor brariolh 
T The Punnees are a tribe of Dooratmees, legardiog whom Mr. Elplunftt )uo’s ■ . c ant of 
h\ ln *y he consulted. In afterbimes, there Was a chieftain of this tribe so celebrated fox’ 
19 generosity and hospitality, that his namo has become proverbial: 

JBunne, to, bunne 

Nuhyn, Daod Khan Pimnc 5 

,• is, ifJihey faded elesewhero, there was always Daod Kbftii in reserve, His gallant 
» and death in Forochscr’a reign, are related in Scott’* exoelUnt History of th* 

Ai 
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an tin.'colts roared on the original estate.* A dispute w. u.,io point was the 
ostensible cause (though subordinate to their rapid prosperity), which occasioned 
% total gooaration of the Shekhawut colonies from the parent state, until the 
rai n of Sowae Jey Sing, who, with his means as lieutenant of the empire, 
compelled homage, submission, and pecuniary relief from them. Shekhji left 
a well- established authority to hissmi, Rearnul, of whom nothing is recorded. 
Raemul was followed by Sooja, who had three sons,t’is. Noonkurn, Riesil, Gopal. 
The elder succeeded to the patrimony of Amrutsir and its three hundred, sixty 
townships, while to his brothers, the fiefs of Latnbiand Jharli were respectively 
assigned! ’ With the second brother, Raesil, the fortunes of the She', hawuts 
rnado a rapid stride, from au occurrence in which the Rajpoot appears in the 
position we desire to see him occupy. 

Noonkurn, the chief of the Shekhawuts, had a minister named Devidas,, 
of t he banya or mercantile caste, and, like thousands of that caste, energetio, 
shrewd, and intelligent. He one day held an argument with his lord (which 
the result proves he maintained with independence), that “genius with good 
fortune was the first gift of heaven, and to be far more prized than a man’s 
mere inheritance.” Noonkurn warmly disputed the point, which ended by 
his telling the minister bo might go to Lambi and nuke experiment of the 
truth of his argument on his brother Raesil. Devidas lost no time, on tins 
polite dismissal from his office, in proceeding with his family and property to- 
Lambi. He was received with the usual hospitality; but soon discovered 
that Ra••ail’s means wore too confined to bear an additional burthen, and t ha. 
the field was too restricted to enable him to demonstrate the truth ol t e 
argument which lost him his place He made known his determination to 
proceed to the imperial city, and advised Raesil to accompany him, and try 
lus luck at court, Raesil, who was valiant and not without ambition, could 
onl v equip twenty horse, with which he arrived at Delhi just as an army was 
fortoing to oppose one of those Afghan invasions, so common at that period. 
In the action which ensued, Raesil had the good fortune to distinguish bun- 
ag!f by cutting down a leader of the enemy, in the presence of the lmpern 
general, which had a decided influence on the event of the day. li.nquni<v> 
were made for the brave unknown, who had performed this heroic deec, u 
as, for reasons which will be perceived, he kept aloof from the quarters o 
bis countrymen, the argument of Devidas would have been illustrated, a 
not the imperial commander determined to seek out and reward merit. f, 
ordered a grand zcafut, or 'entertainment’ to be prepared for the chiefs o 
every grade in the array, who were commanded afterwards to pay their res 
pects to the general. As soon as Raesil appeared, he was recognized as tna 
individual of’ whom they were in search. His name and family being disci-’ 
sed, his brother, Noonkurn, who was serving with his quota, was called, 
whose anger was peremptorily expressed at his presuming to appear at cour 
without hi 3 permission ; but this ebullition of jealousy was ot little ava. 
Ravsil was at once introduced to the great Akber, who bestowed upon am 
the tide of Rami Durbar i,\ and a more substantial mark of royal favour, i” 


T Thia will recall to the reader’* recollection a similar eastern in the ancient ~ , ' 
ciiip(t», when the tribute of the distant Satrapies was of the same kjn-1. Armonm, nc 
H. loriotay, alono an annual tribute of twenty thousand colts. 

U id always a^reoftl^lo tr > triu U of theae_ simple annuls 


inc 


* n id alw»^ agreeable to Hml tUo trm U of these simple aonius 0 . l , rr ?!’ 11 '?!.°',\ r iH ''ly 
higt view! ' o-rains ef the conqueror* »f the Rajpoots The name of .Reasil Duib 
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of the districts Rewasso and Khasulli, then belonging to the Chun- 
Rajpoots. This v. as but the opening of Llaesil’s career, for scarcely had 
he settled his new possessions, when he was recalled to court to take part in 
' an expedition against Bhutnair. Fresh services obtained new favour, and he 
received a grant of Khundaiia and Oodipoor, then belonging to the Nurahan 
Rajpoots, who disdained to pay allegiance to the empire, and give themselves 
up to unlicensed rapine. 

j?va«sil finding it would be a work of difficulty to expel the brave Nur- 
bhans from their ancient bapota (patrimony), had recourse to strata^- m *£• 
effect his object. Previous to the to Bhutnair, Raesil had espous 

ed the daughter of the chief of Khundaiia, and it is related that a casual 
expression, dropped on that occasion, suggested his desire to obtain it for 
himself. Being dissatisfied with the dower ( daeja ) given with his bride, he, 
with no commendable taste, pertinaciously insisted upon an increase; upon 
which the Nurbhan chief, losing patience, hastily, “we have nothing else to 
give, unless you take the stones of the hill. ,, The attendant S ooguni (augur) 
immediately turning to Reasil, in an under tone, “tie a knot on the skirt oo 
jour garment in remembrance of this/’ An expression like this from a pro- 
phi Uc tongue, gave birth to the wish to bo lord of Khundaiia ; while his ser- 
f the imbecility of its Nurbhan possessor, conspired to 

. u hi it. Watching his opportunity, he marched against the place, and be* 
ing in all probability supported by his lieg<* lord, it was abandoned without 
etence, and the inhabitants t ndered their submission to him. Henceforth, 
andlavla was esteemed the principal city of the Shekhawut. confederation 5 
TN • 1 1 deBc e«idMts of Raesil, using his name as a patronymic, ave styled 
°, e ’ii 0 C J 5U £ ying SOu ^hern Shekhavati; while another branch of later 
npmin ’f; 4 r T ^^ ian fi holds the northern tracts. Immediately after 
- pa ion ot khundaiia, Raesil obtained possession of Oodipoor, fonm rly call* 
also belonging to the Nurbhan** 

aesil accompanied his proper liege lord, the great Raja Maun of 
_ m er, agai’isi the heroic Rana Pratap of Me war. He was also in the oxpe- 
I \ l °? C »H against the Afghans of Cohistan, in all of which enterprise 
,. e obtained fresh distinctions. Regarding his death, there is uo ircord •, but 
his history is another illustration of the Rajpoot character whilst it con¬ 
firms the position of the Bcmya, that “genius and good fortune are far 
superior to inheritance.” 

Raesil, at his death, had a compact and well-managed territory, out of 
which he assigned appanages to his seven sons, from whom are descended ho 
various families v ho, with relative distinctive patronymics, Bhojauis, Sadhn 
iiis, Larkhanis, Taj-khanis, Pursrampotas, ITur rampofcas, arc recognized 
throughout Rajawarraby the generic name of Shekhawut. 

1. Girdhur.*.had Khundaiia and Rewasso. 

2 . Lark ban...Kaohr ia was. 


found, in the Ayeon Akberri. amongst fho munsubdars oi twelve hnudved ami lifly hovae ; a 
•'ank of high importance, baiug equivalent to that conferred on the son of potent Rajmj- 

“The Nurbhan is sack'ho., or ran lication of the Chohan race. Thoy had long hold possess* 
of these regions, of which Kais, or Kasoorabi, now Oodipoor, was the capital, the <*>t-y 
where ihe grand council of thy confederation always moots on great occasions. TM a«uy 
throw light on the Ouaoombeo m> miobod on the triumphal pillar at Delhi; the ur liluu* 
^jpital is mure likely to bo the fcowa alluded to, than I'usoombce ou the Gauges. 
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Bhojraj....'..Oodipoor. 

4. Tirmui Rao.,....Kasulli and*eighty-fuur villages. 

5. Pursram . Bae, 

C. Hur-ramji .Moondurri, 

7. Taj-khan ...No appanage. 

We shall pot break the thread of (he narrative of the elder branch of 
Khundaila, *‘chief of the sons of Shelcbji,” to treat of the junior line* 
though the issue of Bhojraj have eclipsed, both in population and -property, 
tue %V}\OT ‘ieseendants of Raesil. 

Girdhur-ji succeeded to the p recess, the energy, and the estates 
of his father, and for a gallant action obtained from the emperor the 
title of Raja of Khundaila. At this period, the empire was in a most disor¬ 
dered 3tate, and the mountainous region, called Mewafc, was inhabited by a 
daring and ferocious banditti, called Mewohs, who pillaged in gangs even to 
the gates of the capital. The task of taking, dead or alive, the leader of this 
banditti, was assigned to the chief of Khundaila, who performed it with 
signal gallantry and success. Aware that, by the display of superior force, 
his enemy would remain in his lurking plaoes. Girdhur put himself on terms 
of equality with his foe, and with a small but select band hunted the Mew- 
atfci leader down, and in the end slew” him in single combat. The career of 
Girdhur, short as it was brilliant, was terminated by assassination, while 
bathing in the Jumna. The anecdote is descriptive of the difference of 
manners between the rustic Rajpoot and the debauched retainer of the court* 

One of the Khundaila ohief’s men was waiting, in a blacksmith’s shop, 
while his sword was repaired and sharpened/ A Mooslem, passing by, 
thought he might have his jest with the unpolished Rajpoot, and after 
asking some impertinent questions, and laughing at the unintelligible replica 
in the B aklta of Rijwarra, slipped a heated cinder in the turban of the 
soldier : the insult was borne with great coolness, which increased the mirth 
of the Mussulman, and at length the turban took fire. The sword was the a 
ready, and the Thakoov^ after feeling the edgp, with one blow laid the jester s 
head at his feet. He belonged to one of the chief nobles of the court, who 
immediately led his retainers to the Khundaila chiefs quarters, and thence 
to where he was performing bis religious ablutions in the Jumna, and whilst 
engaged in which net, unarmed and almost unattended, basely murdered 
him. Girdhur left several children. 

Dvvarca-diip, his eldest son, succeeded, and soon after his accession nearly 
fell a victim to the jealousy oi the Mwnohurpoor obief, the representative of 
the elder branch of the family, being the lineal descendant of Noonkurn. 
Th*' emperor had caught a lion in the toils, and gave out a grand hunt,, 
when the Munohurpoor chief observed that his relative, the Raesilote, who* 
was a votary of Ifahr-Sinyh, w;«s the proper person to engage the king of the 

forest. Dwarciwt is saw through his relative’s treaohery, but cheerfully ac 
cepw d the proposal. Having bathed and prayed ; to the astonishment of the 
king iind court* he enter d the arena unarmed, with a brazen platter contain 
lug the various articles used in poo}ci (worship), as grains of rice, curds, and 
sandal ointment, and going directly up to the monster, made the tilac on hi* 
forehead ; put a chaplet round his neck, and prostrated himself in the usual 
attkucie of adoration before the lion ;• when, to the amazement of the *poe 

Uk noble beast came gently up, and with his tongue repeatedly licked 
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ace, permitting him to retire without the least indication of anger. The 
emperor,who concluded that his subject must “wear a charmed life/ 1 desired 
the Khundaila chief to make any request, with the assurance of compliance ; 
when he received a delicate reproof, in the desire “that his majesty would 
never place another person in the same predicament from which he had 
happily escaped.” 

Dwarca-das was slain b} 7 the greatest hero of the age in which he lived, 
the celebrated Khan Jehan Lodi, svho, according to the legends of the She- 
khawuts, also fell by the hand of their lord ; and they throw an air of romar.oo 
upon the transaction, which would grace the annals of chivalry In any age or 
country. Khan Jehan and the chieftain of Khundaila were sworn friends, 
and when nothing but the life of tho gallant Lodi would satisfy the king, 

„ .' Va ’ ca gave timely notice to his friend of the hateful task imposed upon 
him advising either submission or flight. His fate, which forms one of the 

most interesting episodes in Ferishfca’s history, involved that of the Shekha- 
wut cmer. 

* succeeded by his son, Birsingdeo, who served with his eontiu- 

\ ^ 0nc l ues ^ # Hekhan, and was made governor of Pernalh , 

jj • e A a - materially assisted in reducing. The Khundaila annalist is 
r A , 0 appear that his service was independent of his li^ge lord 

(f i m lv ^ 5 kut the probability is that he was under the immediate command 

hism Ittnoi U?fcourfc" lng ’ ** *** the m08t distin g uishod S eneral of 

■ i. oiii i p,f n ?f e ^i^ ftd i S M Von s< ! n . s > whom the heir-apparent, Bahadoor Sine. 
Amur Sine t Siam l sf ai ^ V W j l ° esfcates were assigned to his brothers, viz. 
who all inoreacr i du S deo > Bhopal Sing, Mokn Sing, and Paim Sing, 
bis duties in the TJ i-i stoc . c °f Baesilotes. When l he Raja .was performing 
imrned his title e 'h an ,inteHigence reached him that his son at h me had 
left tff auth ? rit y ' U P°" which, with only four horsemen, ho 

ed at the 1,2 * r p 1S ca P lfca J f - When within two coss of Khundaila, he ahght- 
esnecial aoe r ?- a °f whom he requested refreshment, and hogged 

SSSSSJ?'*""'* Steed - lest he should be stolen , to which she 
in the ii n-L ’ ’ , a0 ^ Bahadoor Sing ruler here ? You may leave gold 

delighted ^ •Th^ii5 Tld 110 one dare touch it. w The old chieftain was so 
that v .. t u V1 , * . ! s testimony to his eon’s disoharge of r prince’s duties, 

to thermit dl f ' osl ' 1 g himself or his suspicions, he immediately returned 
co the Dekhan, where he died. 

QiS a i 5ja ti°° r Sil r g succeeded > a " d on his father’s death repaired to tho 


ftrmipc* i fi “^cucuj fuju on ms iamer s uecfcw 

bv a Mn i 0 S ?. ’ commanded by Arungzebe in person. Being insulted 
f S ein b ea, ing the same name with himself, and obtaining no 


his n! S " r0ln prince, he left the army in disgust, upon which 

tv)'” in' 10 was erased from the list of munsubdars. It was at this time the 
L , issued his mandate for the capitation-tas on all his Hindu subjects, 
J tor the de.-truction of their temples * 


“Heat tbs' S? ri ?f s an , d mutilai ' ed statues in every town and villag.o. si.il 
Ciqnity with 6 + v h f 8 or *ers were obeyed; j.or is there an image of any an 

T I . . * an eniiro SOt of ftafcures (ex or nr, in Rrit: innw.rviniln to hie J... V <•_ 




r with an eniiro sot of 

it. is Cap0 Comorin. Owk»gi, wxijao tempi© is on a small- inland oft 
• re rnrt il Vi U £P?l’ te 5 l hls indiscriminate attack on tho doitifg oi Hind. *if (!u. 

( ai( ^ t 7 1 ^ n4ica ^ ^ut witty iooaoolftBt), lot (hem evince :-ieir power, and hv eohw 


r 0 , ^ ar a v nlirosofc n f - 

0 Lapo Comorin. Omkaijj, wjb>ao temple is on a small i land of tho Nerbuddu aiooo 

l,v in tlin in.), ._i . i . i .i i Vj • . •» . . . 1 1 * 
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tho personal enemy uf the Shekhawut was intrusted the twofold 
duty of exacting tribute, and the demolition of the temple, the ornament of 
Ehundiiila, whose chief, degrading the name of Bahadoor (wariior), abandon- 
cd his capital; and the royal army had arrived within two coss without the 
appearance of opposition. The news spread over the lands of the confeder¬ 
acy, that Bahadoor had fled from Khundaila, and that the Toork was bent 
on the destruction of its shrines. It reached the ear of Shujann Sing, the 
chi ftain ef Chapowlee, a descendant of Bhojraj, the second son of liaesil. 
Imbued with all the spirit of this hero, the brave Bhojani resolved to devoce 
himself to the protection of the temple, or perish in its defence. At the 
moment the tidings reached him, he was solemnizing his nuptials on the 
Marwar frontier. Hastening home with his bride, he left her with iris 
mother, and bade both a solemn farewell. In vain his kindred, collecting 
round him, djssuaded him from his design, urging that it was Bahadoor 
king’s affrir, not his. “Am not I,” he said, ‘‘also of Rafesil’s stock, and can 
I allow the Toork to destroy the dwelling of the Thakoor (lord), and not 
attempt to save it ? Would this be acting the part of a Rojpoot ? As their 
ntreaties were vain, they, to the number of sixty, resolved to accompany 
him, and share his fate. They Were joined by a party of Bahadoor’s adher¬ 
ents, and succeeded in entering Khundaila. The imperial commander, to 
whom this unlooked-for opposition was reported, well aware of what a,Raj- 
po )t ia capable when excited to action, and perhaps moved by a generous 
feeling at seeing a handful of men oppose an army, requested that two 
of their number might be deputed to his camp to confer with him, He 
tola them, that not withstanding it was the king’s command that he 
should raise the temple to the ground, he would be satisfied (if accompanied 
by proper submission) with taking off the k ullus, or golden ball which sur¬ 
mounted its pinnacle. They endeavoured to dissuade him ; offered money 
to the utmost possible amount of their means; but the answer was, <c tho 
k ullu? must come down.” One of these noble delegates, no longer able tp 
contain himself, exclaimed, “Break down the k ullus \ H as with some mol A 
clay af his fee? he moulded a ball, which he placed on a little mound before 
him ; and drawing his sword, repeated, “Break down the k ullus ! I clare you 
even to break this bail of clay !” The intrepidity of this action gained t he 
applause oven of the foe, and they had safe conduct to rejoin their breathern, 
and prepare thorn for the worst. 

At this time, Khundaila had no fortifications ; there was, however, a 
gateway half way up the hill in the route of ascent, which led to the place o 
residence of its chieftains, adjoining which Was the temple. One 
stationed in the gateway, while Shujaun reserved for himself die defence o 
the temple, in which he took post with his kinsmen. When the mercenary 
of the tyrant advanced, the defenders of the gateway, after dealing n n ^ 
distant death, marched upon them sword in hand, and perished. W o 
they pushed on to the chief object of attack, the band issued forth in si 
detached parties, having first made.their obeisances to the.image, and caiu^ 




niiriu'lo resist my comma ads tf Oinkaiji received tho first blow on his head, as *, m 

uiuitnl fooling, tov the blood, gushed from his nose ami month, which pp vent * ^ 
of flul injury! Thi* sensibility, though without tho power of avenging nun'- noaL yencrat- 
j.h; i no doubly respected, and it continues to be ono of the bo?! frequence a 

cd in rofirfoue, 




rtiNisr^ 



Annals of amber'. 


<SL 


•:-|<,stjtu 6 tion along with them. Shujaun was the last who fell. The temple 
was levelled to the earth, the idol broken in pieces, and the fragments thrown 
into tho foundation o, a mosque erected on its ruins. There is hardly a town 
of note in Rajwarra that has not to relate a similar tale of desperate valour 
m the defence of their household gods against the iniquitous and impolitic 
Arungzebe. Khandaila received a royal garrison 5 but the old officers both 
territorial and financial, were retained by tho conqueror 

Bahadoor Sing continued to reside in an adjacent township, and 
through his Dewan, obtained a certain share of the crops and transit 

r.ni e n V^ a . 8 ?f ° U T 0f GVCry m “ Und of t , hQ ^rmor, and one pice in every 
rupoo of the latter. In process of time, the family residence and gardens 

h\*°n Sl T t0 , hltn * and when the S f eds obtained power he regained 
his country, through a garrison of the royal troops was retained “whose 

and Oodey SiSg ^ ^ S ° nS ' *• Kesuli Sil >g, Fu ^k Sing. 

name^ 8 service to^Mi US i° ,^ d b* s ^ aild3 on tFe sani . e terms as his ancestors, 
his second hrothpp 8 T?°f? P a r a, . u,ou nt assembled his adherents and with 
proffer his servbp Th 'vr 11 S '" g > de P arted for thc imperial camp, to 
was in the ril l lh ° JIu, J oh L u rpur chief, the elder branch of the family, 
depression of l/h am having regained his lost consequence by tho 

HnS31.il KhaQdaila - was b y oo means willing again to mrt with it. 
a divisiln o? the 3e °° ,,d brother, Futteh Sing, to whom he proposed 
Dewan, seeing that ’ r 6 latter lont himself to tho intrigue, and the 
all, repaired to KhunH^ 1 ^ < j Ua ff G wou d involve the destruction of them 
advocated the ,S2f\ aud fchrou « h the ™ fch er, a Gar Rajpootni, ho 

'-ion, and a meisuremenfc of ■?u^ made ° f fh ° 1 0pnU ~ 

to Futteh Sing and <t the lands, of which two portion,s were assigned 

was partitioned in the 1 hl ' e ° remaini , U T g to tho Raj* The town itself 
intercourse with each m hi ° n ff, ncr ' . Henceforth, the broth, rs held nc 
though whenever he " Ke ? u “ Preferred Kaotah as Lis residence. 


remained in this state „„ u 1 Ilen TV’S vvlt hdrew. ihm 

•>!»«... w\S h,.r i . h .t^tr.^ pro ,“p w h “ *. r*. >»’ 


the ap-reempni* u , " , piumpueu ms master to get mi o 

SheklrUnf- f* i ^ l . ch had secured the ascendancy of Munokurpur in the 

, TilS," “ST"; l y *! tr 9 rb * tis b ''« lh «- n»w.i„ 

—r „y meeting at Kaotah for the avowed purpose of reconciliation, 


when Futteh 


ator to 
slew 


*ae erimfi m f v?" 8 feU a vic J tim , to assassination ; hut the "insti 
^uttSTSin ,et hM P™P? r re wanl for a splinter of the sword which 
• uocen Sing entered his neck, and was the occasion of his death. 

con‘n7r SUa 7 lng » having thus recover °d all his lost authority, from the 
l, q h , Mons at Court conceived ho might refuse the tribute of E -wnsso 
nerto paid to the Ajraere treasury, while that of Khundaija wem to 
ao * b y ed Abdooda, then "Vizier, found leisure to resent this insult and 
t n * orc ‘ 3 &g**asfc Khundaila. Every Ravsilote in the country assembled 
th re jin, the r °° rk > an< ^ even bis foe of jminohurpur sent his quota, led by 
dn&bh&fi (foster-brother), to aid the national cause. Thus strengthened 
5f Bu , n d ' ^nnined to oppose the royal forces hand to hand in the plain and 
ue rival armies encountered at thc border town of Deolce. Whfi.> victory 
JJ^Wfested a wish to side with thc confederated Shekhawufcs, the old ira- 
^ 168 of Munohurpur revived, and he withdrew bis quota from the field at 
J o same moment that the KasuUi chief, on whom much depended. 


i, Was alau 


imSTffy. 
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gTq i^own these misfortunes, the Larkhani chief of Danta, basely deeming 
"this an opportunity to consult his own interest, abandoned the field, to tnke 
possession of Rewasso. The ‘lion’ of Khundaila (Kesuii), observing these 
defections, when the shout of "Jy ! jy !” (victory, victory), already rang in 
his ears, could not help exclaiming, in the bitterness of despair, ‘‘Had Futteh 
Sing been here, he would not have deserted me.” He disdained, however, 
to give way, and prepared to meet his fate like a true Raesilote. Sending 
to where the battle yet raged for his youngest brother, Oodey Sing, ho 
urged him to save himself; but the young Rajpoot scorned obedience to such 
a behest, until Kesuri made known his determination not to quit the fiele, 
adding that if he also were slain, there would be an end of his line. Others 
mined their persuasions, and even attempted to turn Kesuri from his purpose 

ijjn’i i-nnlioH t.hfi ehief “I have no desire for life : two black needs press 


u no me ; the murder of my brother, and the curse of the Gharuns of Bikaner, 
whom I neglected at the distribution of the nuptial gifts. I will not add a 
third by dastardly flight.” As Oodey Sing reluctantly obeyed, while the 
swords rung around him, Kesuri made a hasty sacrifice to Amrn-mata 
(mother earth), of which flesh, blood, and earth are the ingredients. He cut 
nieces from his own body, but as scarcely any blood flowed, his own uncle, 
if..hum Sidg of Allodah, parted with some of his, for so grand an obligation 
2 the retention of Khundaila. Mixing his own flesh, and bis uncle § Hood, 
with a portion of his own sandy soil, he iormed small balls in dai (K )> , 

the maintenance of the land to his posterity. The 
repeated the incantations, pronounced the sacrifice accepted and that seve 
generations of his line should rule in Khundaila* The brave Kei^' va ® 
Sain, the town taken, and Oodey Sing carried to A j mere, where ne remained 
three years in captivity. At this time, the chiefs of Oodipoor and Kasi 

determined to cut off the royal garrison in Khundaila; but apprehensive 
the danger it might occasion to their chief, they sent a special niesserg. 
Ajrnere, to acquaiut the viceroy of their scheme, previous to > ts th ' nd 
prevent his being implicated. Khundaila was surprised, and Deonatn 
three hundred Tocrks put to the sword. The viceroy, desirous t h j m 

place, consulted his prisoner, who offered to re-instace him it he g 
liberty. The Nawab demanded a hostage, but the young Raj? f or her 
knew of none hut his own mother, who willingly became the p e g . 

son He fulfilled his agreement, and the viceroy was so pleased wisn n 
frai k and loyal conduct, that on paying a large nuzzerana, no res or 
to his capital. 


Oodey Sing’s first act was to assemle his hreathern, in 


Munohurpoor, whose treachery had caused them so much mise»y. 
brother, who commanded on that occasion, was again entrusted wiw. - 
command: but he fled after a sharp encounter, and Munohurpur wa j ' , 
ed Seeing he had no chance of salvation, he had again recour 

(stratagem). There were two feudatories of Noonkhurn s line, joint n 

of KhajroUl, who had long been at variance with Deep S.ng oi 

principal adviser of the young Raja of Khundaila. They were F meflS . 

u. the purpose of the Munohurpur chief, who sent them with a pr)--- 

* “ ------—---- ^ by the 

* The lifth as will be seen hereof ,r, has been expelled, and &uthonfcy ££ of 

Li aaulli ranch of the fmnily, and unices some foKnnate o'nange show? ouoU , 

Kesuri u»eleas, and the prophecy raaat fall to the ground. 
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Deep Sing, that no sooner should Munohurpur fall than he would be 
deprived of Kasulii. These treacherous proceedings Were but too common 
amongst “the sons of Shekbji. ,> Deep Sing fell into the snare, and at break 
of day, when the trumpets sounded for the assault, the drums of the Kasulii 
chief were heard in full inarch to iiis estate. Oodey Sing, thus deprived 
of his revenge followed Deep Sing, who, aware- of his inability to cope with 
his immediate chief, fled for succour to Jeypoor, and Kasulii fell a sacrifice to 
the artifices which preserved Munohurpur. The great Jey Sing then ruled 
Amber; ho received the suppliant chief, and promised him *.;^ple redress, on 
his swearing to become his vassal and tributary. Deep Sing swore allegiance 
to ^ 1Q 9 a di of Joy Sing, and signed a tributary engagement of fom thousand 
rupees annually! 

I bus recom menced the surpremacy of Amber over the confederated She- 
^ a wuts, which . had been throwu off ever since the dispute regarding tho 


i. P \ .-eva siuuu mu uispuve regarding one 

* 0 . 7 ^rutsir, the ancient mark of homage, when ‘‘the sons of SK kh 

11 P.nnsmhnH . i. 1 1 %y ~ c i_ ii , 


\ L onl ? °I ^ ^°i V hundred armed men. Shortly after this transacti m, 

’ l-i la S proceeded to the Ganges to fulfil certain rites upon an eclipse, und 
f • , f Js r!' opming his ablutions in the sacred stream, and the gifts for distribu* 

t rnn°: 10 P rlea ts baing collected on the bank, he inquired “who was present 

m \ l J Q ' lt) !. ^ a t day?’ The Kasulfi chief, spreading out the skirt of his 
g- i o ', replied, he was an applicant. Such dan (gifts) being only given to 
the !!,T, dl0i ^ 111 which class they put priests, poets, and tho poor, 
Sac t'enIiS ; l ! aUgh 1 ,ng ' Whafc ' 3 J'our desire, Thakoor?” To which Deep 
obtain his n/i n > ab tiir °ugh his intercession the son of Fufcteh Sing might 
This oT, " 8hare of Khundaila ; which request was complied with! 
power and who '*?u "P 3 *. n A* 171G, when the Jets wdre rising into 
the great Tev ° ^r 0 m * nor Raj* 3 served with, their contingents under 

Iver<>wli RWin ,' lou ^ enan t of the emperor. Along with the princes of 
Sinty of *Kl i S^°pur a and many others of the third rank, was Oodoy 

tennmLuli f aai1 ^.. D .W»g the siege ot Thoon, the Sljekhawut chief was 
Jey Simr r f ne «. ect () f duty, and although he owed a double allegiance to 

brook i * 1S le S e io F cl aR d lieutenant of the king, he would not 

the Riper'* C nu SUreone °f bis own race, and indignantly withdrew from 
Sved Jfvin k ^iSf tlie J ' afc > having contrived to make his peace with the. 
u • • \ r > 'y. j 1 } * Phoon Was upon tho eve of surrender, and Oodey Sine 

r • ^ lu , l P J ca ^ e d m this intrigue, Jey Sing, who was mortified at aw occur- 
J n Jf which prevented the gratification of a long-cherished res ‘ - mt again- 

UlQ 11 I ichuvfc Tnln ,1 -P.* . 1 iL : .1 17, . •» 1 • iCUO ' O ~ 


upstart; Jats, determined that the Khuudaila chief should sufler 


i. 1 ; v v utuouruMcu i ne jMiunaaua cmer snouia suil< 

i •, , is ;UK i ;l ' 0lfc y- Attended by the imperialists under Buzeed Khan, aud i 
, mo olail ?» he laid siege to tho citadel called Oodigurb. Oodey bitig 

ooia out a month 111 1*1 1 C C k a 3 f*! I /Zi ll K (1 i'l f 4 /\ i .4 rv ! Irl f r In ■> 1 < 


out a month in his castle he had constructed and called by his own 
<^ aine > w hen his resources failing, he fled to Nuroo in Marwar, and his son. 
^-owae Sing, presented the keys, throwing himself on the clemency of the 
^iqueror. He was well received, and pardoned, on condition of becoming 
T lh ‘.tury to Amber. He followed the example of the Kasulii chief, and 
\igned an engagement to pay annually one lakh of rupees. From this 
jjfwn of fifteen thousand was subsequently made, and in time 
enty thousand more, sixty-five thousand continued tb be 


du 


‘ UIUUOJMU A -^ U J me tuuu illiu lUJlliilD 

Vj , Khttndaila’ until the decay of both the parent state an 
Ca knes$ of the former, and The merciless outrages of l 


t 

being r 
the tribu 


le¬ 


nd its scion, when tho 
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j.'athan and Mahrafcta, rendered its amount uncertain and difficult to tealkc* 
Moreover, recalling his promise to Deep Sing, he restored the division oi the 
lands as existing prior to the murder of Futteh Sing, viz. three shares to 
Sowae Sing, with the title of chief of the Shekhawuts, and two to Oheer 
Sing, son of Futteh Sing. The young cousin chieftains, now joint-holders 
of Khundailn, attended their liege lord with their contingent; and Ooctey 
Sing, taking advantage of their absence, with the aid of a band of outlawec 
L'lrkhnnis, surprised and took Khundaila. Attended by the Jeypoor troops, 
the son performed tho dutiful task of expelling his father from hw inherit 
ance, who again fled to Nuroo, where he resided upon a pension of hvo rupo 
cs a day, given by his son, until his death. He, however, outlived bowae 
Sing, who left three sons; Bindrabun, who succeeded to Khundaila > nim • , 
who had the appanage of Itanolli; and Koosul, having that of I ipero l. 


CHAPTER VI. 

bindrabun Das adheres to Madhu Sing in the civil wars of Amber.—' 

Partition of lands annulled.—Self-immolation of the Brahmins.— 
Consequences to Bindrabun in his contest with Indur Sing, the other 
chief of Khundaila.—Civil war.—Prodigal expiatory sacrficc of Bmdia- 
bvn.—lle abdicates,—Govind Sing.—Is assassinated— Nursing-uas, 
Rise and devastation of the Mahrattas.—Seige of Khundaila.— lev ms 
of redemption.—Murder of deputies by the Mahrattas.—Inara mtoj} 
perishes in tlie attempt to avenge them.—Pratap Sing,—Rise of t le 
Seekur chief .— Transactions between Pratap and Nursing, ms ci> 
partner.—Pratap obtains the whole oj Khundaila. •Nursing Tff 0 ! 61 
ly stratagem his share of Khundaila.— Domestic broils 
General assembly of the S adhani and R amto . anc i 

the encroachments of Amber—Treaty between the hue i ^ 

the court of Amber.—Violated by the latter-The confed^mmu 
the town of Huldea faction.—Nursing refuses tribute to if > , 

Khir laila is sequestrated,—Nursing and Pratap treacheiou. y 
cop-ire, and conveyed to Jeypoor.—Khundila annexed to the fsc. 
Biisdiubun DA3 steadfastly adhered to the Madhu Smg in ■ 
wars vvhkh -'"''ued for the gadi of Amber, and the latter," , , _ 
attended hi cause wished to reward the important services of his ° 
it his leanest, he consented that the partition of tho lands wine i > , & 

so much bloodshed should be annulled, and that Bindrabun should t ^ 
role lord of Khundaila. Five thousand men were placed un " e L b *f 
fin the expulsion of the minor, Indur Sing, grandson of JJeo ^ wa9 
made a stout resistance for many months ; but at length Ins , V hinlSfc if 
m. longer tenable, and he fled 10 Parasoh, where he again deten dent . 

and was again on the point of surrender, when an unexpe 
no: ouly saved him from exile, but restored him to his rights. ^drabim. 
The mercenaries were supported at the sole charge ‘ cgort t0 the 
Mid ;ts Ida ancestors left no treasury, he was comped^* hierarchy 

con:, ibul.io:, called dind from his subjects, not even exemg® 1 "® e ,postu- 
1 iijued at this unusual demand, some of the wealthiest » 
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fth the Raja on this indignity to the order. But their appeals 
were disregarded by their chief, whose existence depended on supplies. 
The loss of influence as well as wealth being the fruit of this disregard of 
their remonstrance, they had recourse to that singular species of revenge 
termed chandi , or self-immolation, and poignarded themselves in his 

E resence, pouring maledictions on his head with their lest breath. The 
lood of Brahmins now rested on the head of Bindrabun-, even amongst 
his personal friends belaboured under a spocica of excommuni *ai.i« n, 
Madliu Sing of Amber, in order to expiate his in 
guilt, recalled his troops, and distributed twenty 
the Brahmins of his own capital* Indur Sing had 
and having collected all his retainers, wisely joined 
assembling under the command of the celebrated 
to chastise the ltao of Macherri, who was expelled 
refuse with the Jats. In this service IndurSing 
on the payment of a nuzzerand of 
his lost share of Khundaila, by a 


and his liege lord, 
direct share in the 
thousand rupees to 
thus time to breathe, 
the Jeypoor army 
Khoshialiram Bhora 
and obliged to seek 
so much distinguished himself, that, 
fifty thousand rupees, he recovered 
regular putla ) or grant, of the Raja, 

Perpetual feuds, however between these two kings of Khundaila, each 
of whom had his castle, or fortified palace. Each day “there was even in 
the gates* of Khundaila, and at tho hazard of prolixity wo shall state how 
it was conducted, challenging the records of any civil war to produce 
an instance in which all the ties of blood and kindred were more disregarded 
than helium 'plusquam civile. 

Indur Sing had propularity on his side to balance tho other’s superior 
pOLc«, and he was briskly pushing an attack on Oudigurh, the castle of his 
opponent, when he was joined by Raghunath Sing, the younger son of his foe- 
man, llns youth, who had th6 township °f Koochoro in appanage, helped 
jnmselt to three more, to retain which be sided with his father’s foe. Bindra- 
bun, in order to create a diversion, sallied out to attack Koochroro*, to oppose 
which, his son, together with his nephew, Prithi Sing of Ranolli und his^re¬ 
tainers, withdrew from the batteries to defend it. But the attack on Koo- 
chore had already failed, and Bindradbun was on his retreat to regain Khun 
daita, when he was intercepted. The battle took place outside the city, 
whose gates were shut against friend and foe, to prevent a pell-mell entry, 
At tho same time, the siege of Oodigurh was not slackened ; it was defend¬ 
ed by Govind Sing, the eldest son of Sindrabun, while the batteries against 
it were commanded by another near kinsman, ’Mahr Sing of Cherana. For 
several days daily combats ensued, in which were to bo seen father and son, 
Uncles and nephews, and cousins within every degree of affinity, destroying 
each other. At length, bolh parties were exhausted and a compromise en 
sued, in which Indur Sing obtained the rights he had so manfully vindicated. 

At this time, a dying and desultory effort to regain his lost power was 
made by Nujuf Kooli Khan, at the head of the imperialists, who, conducted 
by tho traitorous Mkcherri Rao, led the royal army into the lauds of the con¬ 
federacy to raise contributions, for which he was cordially and laud.ably de¬ 
tested. Nowul Sing of Nowulgurh, Bagh Sing of Keytri, Soorajmul of 
Buasao, all chieftains of the Sadhanis, unable to comply, with the reel nisi* 
tions, were carried off, and retained captivo till ran sour 
Rupees; all eventually raised upon the* impoverished hui 
trious merchant. 
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^ -n^Ljic din of civil war having ended, the ministers of religion never 
pouring into the ears of Bindrabun, the necessity of expiation and oblations 
for the murder of their brethren, and he was daily sacrificing the birthright 
of his-children, in grants of the best lands of Khundaiia, to these drones of 
society, when Govind, the heir apparent, remonstrated, which was follwcd by 
the abdication of Bindrabun, who, appropriating five townships and the 
impost duties of Khundaiia for his support, left the cares of government to 

his son.* 

Govind Sing did not long enjoy the honours of chief of the Itacsilotes. 
The year of his elevation having produced an unfavourable harvest, at the 
request of his vassal of Ranolli he proceeded to inspect (he crops preparatory 
to a reelu-'lion in the assessment. Less superstitious than his father, 
persevered in spite of the predictions of I ho astrologer, who told him, 
beware the ides (amavus) of Parish,” and not to go abroad that day ^ n 
the course of the excrusion, one of his personal attendants, a Rajpoot o 
ICajrolli, had lost some valuable article entrusted to his charge, and the 
impetuous chief broardly taxed him with theft. His protestations m 
ii'.noccnco wero unavailing, and considering himself dishonoured by tto 
imputation, which might possibly be followed by some disgracefm pumsb- 
mont, he determined to anticipate his chief, and murdered him that mght. 
Govind left five sons, Nursing Soorajmul (who had Dodca), Hugh bmg, 
Taw, an Sing, and Ruujeet, all ol whom had families. _ 

Nursing-Das, his eldest s m, succeeded. In spite of internal dissensions, 
occasional chastisement, and pecuniary exactions from the imperial armies 
of those of their immediate iiege lord of Apoher, the confederated fverage 


of Shokhavati had increased their territory and population. Only the 
shadow of a name now remained to the empire of the Great Mogul j and 
th?ir own lord-paramount, satisfied with a certain degree of homage, 
tribute, and service on emergencies, was little inclined to trench further 
upon I heir national independence. But a new enemy had now arisen, and 
though of their own faith, far more destructive than even the intolerant 
Islamite, Happy were the inhabitants of the desert, who bad an ocean 
of sand between them and this scourge of India, the insatiable Mahratta. 
After the fatal day of Maiita, where the evil genius of Rajpootana enabled 
De Boigne to gkre tho last blow to her independence, the desultory herds 
roved in bands through the lands of the confederation, plund ring, 
murdering, and carrying off captive the principal chiefs or their child-/ 
ron, as hostages for contributions they could not realize, lhesew«re 
dragged about after thc-ir armies, until the hardships and indignities the# 
underwent made them sell every article of value, or until the charge ^ 
keeping, or the trouble of guarding them, rendered their prlonged capli 
vitv burdensome to the wanderi? g Southrons. , 

j>t us follow (h^ path of tho barbarians, and trace only one day ^ 
ac ( ;9 of outrage. When the Mahratias entered the lands of the federa¬ 


tion. 


Yer tlie battle of Mairta, they first attacked Bao. The 
inhabit ants knowing that they had no hope of mer6y from these marauded 
tied, earn ing away all the effects thry oo«.Id to the larger fowi s, while a 
garris n of < ighty Rajpoots took post in tho little, castle, to defend the powt 


of honour against this new assailant B.ie 


was stormed ; not one t«ajp° 


*jtli. iccutid sou Raf'lnuiGtb, had Koochoro in ftppaan 
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^^I^^Oeept of quarter, and all were put to the sworH- The enemy pre- 
eii35ed to Khundaila, the route marked by similar tract? °f blo^l. \\' r ho j i 

within two coss of the town, the horde halted at Hodegong,' a J-3 a Pit. .,/.//* 
was sent to Rao Indur Sing to settle the contribution, which was iixed 
at twenty thousand rupees besides three thousand in ghpgs f (bribe), 
for the Brahmin negotiator. The two chiefs, who negotiated on the pan of 
the joint Rajas of Khundaila, proceeded with the pundit to the enemy's 
camp; their names were Nowal and Duleel. As it was out of their power 
to realize so large a sum, they were accompanied by joint revenue officers'of 
Khundaila as ole , or hostage, when to their dismay, the Southron commander 
demurred, and said they themselves must remain. One of the chieftains, 
with the sang froid which a Rajpoot never loses, coolly replied, that should 
not be, and taking his hooka from his attendant, began unceremoniously to 
smoke, when a rude Lekhany knocked the pipe from his hand. The 
Thakoor’s sword was unsheathed in an instant, bi t ere he had time to use 
it a pistol-hall passed through hi3 brain. Duleel Sing’s party, attempti? 
avenge their companion were cut off to a man ; and Indur Sing, who had 
left Khundaila to learn how the negotiations sped, arrived just in time to 
see his olansroen butchered. He was advised to regain Khundaila: “Ko* 
replied the intrepid Racsilote • “better that I should fall before the gates 
of Khundaila than enter them after such disgrace, without avenging my 
kinsmen.” Dismounting from bis horse he turned him loose, his adherents 
following his example ; and sword in hand they rushed on the host of 
assassins and met their fate. Indur Sing was stretched besides his vn^-als, 
and, strange to say, Duleel was the only survivor: though covered wilh 
wounds, he was taken up alive, and carried to the hostile camp. 

Such was the opening scene of the lengthened tragedy enacted in 
! bekliavati, when Mahratta actors succeeded to Rath an s and Moguls ; lvivs 
to their worst feeling, without one particle of their magnanimity or courtesy. 
But the territory of the confederacy was far too narrow a stage ; v<n the 
entire plain of India appeared at one time too restricted for the hydra- 
headed banditti, nor is there a principality, district, or even township, 
worn the Sutlej to the sea, where similar massacres have not been known, 
and but for our interposition, such scenes would have continual to the 
present hour. 


Pratap Sing, who. succeeded his brave father in his share of tho 
patrimony, was at this crisis with his mother at Sikrae. a strong fort in the 
bi Is, ten miles from Khundaila. To save the town, the principal men dug 
Bp the grain-pits selling their property to release their minor chief from 
further trouble. Having obtained all they could, the enemy proceeded to the 
lands of the Sadi.anis, Oodipoor was the first assaulted, taken, and sacked ; 
the walls were knocked down, and t-hc floors dug up in search of treasure. 
After, four day’s havock, they left it a ruin, and marched against the nor¬ 
thern chieftains of Singhana, Jhoonjoonoo, and Keytri. On the departure 


* The ministers of religion were the only clerics amongst this rnco of depredators, nnd they 
Were not Behind the most illiterate in cupidity, an .1 to say the truth, courage, when lvquiicd; 
and aa for shill in negotiation, a Mahralta Brahmin stand, nlpno : keen, skilful, and fro perturb 
able, he would have battled Mnehiavelli himself, 

t Ohoos is literally 'a bribe d end no treaty or transact Ion w as ever carried on without 
blip stipulation. So sacicd wns the thoos bold, fron? tyianl n r ng that tho ^ os should go 
to the privy purse J v 
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'gf'thy-foe, young l J ratap and his kinsman, Nursing, took of their anode 
in khund ula; but scarcely had they recovered from the effects of Dekani 
incursion, before- demands were made by their liege lord of Amber for the 
tribute. Pratap made his peace by assigning a fourth of the harvest; but 
Nursing in the procrastinating and haughty spirit of his ancestors, despised 
an arrangement which, he said (and with justicoj, would reduce him to the 
level of a common Bhomia landholder. 

At thi3 period, a remote branch of the Khundaila Shekhawuts began to 
disclose a spirit that afterwards gained him distintion. Devi Sing, chieftain 
of Seekur, a descendant of Rao Tirmul of Kasulli, had added to the patri¬ 
mony by the usurpation of no less than twenty-five large townships, as 
Lokagurra, Kho, &o.; and ho deemed this a good opportunity, his chief 
being°embroiled with the court, to make an attack on Uewasso; but death 
yjut ’a stop to the ambitious views of the Seekur chieftain. Slaving no 
issue he had adopted Luchmun Sing, son of the Shahpura Thakoor ; but 
the Joy poor court, which had taken great umbrage at these most unjustifiable 
assaults of the Seekur chief on his weaker brethren, commanded Nundram 
Huldia (brother of tho prime minister Douleb Ram), collector of the 
Shokhawut tributo, to attack and humble him. No sooner wero the 
order ■ of tho court promulgated, that all the Barwultias * gathered round 
the standard of the collector, to aid in the redemption of their patrimonies 
wrested from them by the Seekur. Besides the Khundaila chief in person 
thcro were the Pul taw Ms of Kasulli, Bilara, and others of lirmul s stock j 
and even the Sadhanis, who little interfered in the affairs of tho Raesilotes, 
repaired with joy with their tribute and their retainers to the camp of the 
Joypoor commander, to depress the Seekur chief, who rapidly rising over 
them all. Devi Sing, it may be imagined, was no common character, to 
have r-xcited such universal hatred; and his first care had been to make 
strou ' friends at court, in order to retain what lie had acquired. He had 
ospeciady cultivated the minister’s friendship, which was now turned to 
account A deputation, consisting of a Ohondawut chief, the Dewan of 
Seekur, and that important character the Dkabhae, repaired to the Huldia, 
and ‘mplored him in the name of the deceased, not to give up his infant son 
to hungry and revengeful Barwuttias. The Huldia s.rid there was but one 
wa y by which he could avoid the fulfilment of his court’s command, which 
was for them, as ho approached the place, to congregate a force so formidable 
from its numbers, as to exonerate him from all suspicion of collision. "With 
the treasury of Devi Sing, overflowing from the spoliation of the Kaim- 
Pbani of l/uttchpur, it was easy to afford such indemnity to the Huldia, at 
whose approach to Seekur ten thousand men appeared to oppose him. 
Having made a shew of investing Seekur, and expended a good deal of 
ammunition he addressed his court, where his brother was minister, stating 
he could make nothing of Seekur without great loss, both of time, men, and 
money and advising an acceptance of the proffered submission. Without 
waiting a reply ho took two lakhs as a fine for bis sovereign, and a present 
of one ibr himself. The geige was broken up, and Seekur was permibtid to 
prosocu to his schemes ; in which he was not a little aided by the continued 
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-^{of the co-partner chiefs of Khundaila. Pratap took advantage of 
fursing’s non-compliance with the court's requisition, and his consequent 
disgrace, to settle . the feud of their fathers, and unite both shares in his 
own person ; and stipulated in return to be responsible for the whole tribute, 
be ready with his contingent to seive the court and pay besides a handsome 
nuzzemnaon investiture. The Holdia was about to comply, when Rawul 
lndur Sing of Samote, chief of the Nathawut clan, interceded for Nursing, 
and inviting him to his own responsibility to the camp, acquainted him with 
the procedure of his rival, in whose name the patent for Khundaila was 
actually made out *, “but even now,” said this noble chief, “ I will stay it 
if you comply with the terms of the court.” But Nursing either would not 
or could not, and the Samote chief urged his immediate departure ; adding 
that as he came under his guarantee, he was desirous to see him safe back, 
for " such were the crooked ways of the Amber housed that if he prolong¬ 
ed his stay, he might be involved in ruin in his desire to protect him. 
Accordingly, at dusk, with sixty of his own retainers, he escorted him to 
IN <n\ ulgurh, and tbo next morning he was in his castle of Govindgurh, The 
precautions of the Samote chief were not vain, and he was reproached and 
'lieatened with the court’s displeasure, for permitting Nursing^ departure ; 
fUa. he noDly replied, ^he had performed the duty of a Rajpoot, and would 
abide the consequences.” As the sequel will further exemplify the corrup¬ 
tions oi courts, and the base passions of kindred, under a system of feudal 
rc' V u G lt limen ^ ; W ° trespass on tho reader’s patience by recording the 

^wS“' ( ? 0 T arc the chief house of the Nathawut clan; tho 
vassahen ‘ ei \joy | ng the title of Rawul, with supremacy over the numerous 
f iuk l ’i u \ cse two families had often contested tho lead, and their 
SfVTJT l- muc , h bloodshed. On the disgrace of lndur Sing, as 
‘it.,} le cc et, his rival of Chomoo repaired to court, and offered so large 
anuzzernna as to be invested with rights of seniority. Avarice and 
were good advocates : a warrant was made out and transmitted to 
ur f I 111 8 1 ?? rvl ?K the collector of the tribute) for tho sequestra- 

y.. • f facing, Jjke a dutiful subject, the warrant to his forehead, 

Vi- anncV ° V ! ® aino ^ e > and commanded the removal of his family 

MarLo ^ sea t °f bis ancestors, and went into exile in 

whi^h the ml er . tlmcs > kis Rmi had a grant of the village of Peoplye, to 
han^ and loyal lndur Sing, when he found 

Cuchwahas and that he raight die 111 the lands of the 

wSs nltuSlv hi 6 h i S aahes buried amongst his father. This man, who 
‘feabV whioh ac ^ u P on the abstract principle of swamdherma, or 
uot even now exnlorerl. in the midst of corruption and 


d. m o^c.“„ n c e si“r..!! p a 


ind look" 
hold such 
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n . W to decide between a Raja and his feudatorl 
the origin and condition of both, and 'the ties which aloi 
associations together. 

To return : I ratap Sing, having thus obtained the whole of Khundaila, 
aced the demon (ion oi a fortified gate, whence during the feuds his 
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ironist used to play some swivels Against hi3 castle. While the work of 
destruction was advancing; an omen occurred, foreboding evil to Pratap. . An 
imago of Oancsa, th 3 god of wisdom and protector of the arts, (more especially 
of architecture), was fixed in the wall of this gate, which an ill-fated and 
unimcutional blow knocked from its elevated position to the earth, and 
being of terra cotta, his fragments lay dishonoured and scattered on the 
pavement. Notwithstanding this, the demolition was completed, and the 
long obnoxious gateway levollcd with the earth. Pratap, having adjusted 
affairs in the capital, proceeded against Rewasso, which he reduced, and 
then laid seige to Govindgurh, aided by a detachment of the Huldia. 
Having encamped at Goorah, two eoss from it, and twice that distance from 
Ranolli, its chief, who still espoused the cause of his immediate head, the 
unfortunate Nursing, sent his minister to the Huldia, offering not only to 
be responsible for all arrears due by Nursing, but also handsome douceur, 16 
restore him to his rights. He repaired to Khundaila stationed a party in the 
fortified palace of Nursing, and consented that they should be expelled, as 
if by force of his adherents, from Govindgurh. Accordingly Soorajmul and 
Bag'll Sing, the brothers of Nursing, in the dead of night, with one hundred 
and fifty followers, made a mock attack on the Huldia’s followers, expell & 
them, and made good a lodgment in their ancient dwelling, 
highly exasperated ; and to render the acquisition useless, 
possession of a point which commanded the mahl; but ^ 
pa ted by his opponent, whose party now poured into Khundaila. 
cut off their supplies of water, by fortifying 1, ' ,Qorl ' mrC5 anr * 


Pratap wch 
he ordered ted 
here he was antici. 

He then 

the reservoirs and wells, and 


this brought matters to a crisis. An action ensued, in which many were 
killed on each side, when the traitorous Huldia interposed the five coloured 
banner, and caused the combat to cease. Nursing, at this juncture, joined 
the c unbatmts in person, from his castle of his Govindgurh, and a treaty 
was forthwith sot on foot, which left the district of Rewasso to Pratap, and 
restored to Nursing his share of Khundaila. 

Those domestic broils continued, however, and occasions were perpetual¬ 
ly recurring to bring the rivals in collision. The first was on the festival of 
the C ^ / the next on the Ranolli chief placing in durance a vassal oi 
Pratap, whL*h produced a general gathering of the clans : both ended in an 
appeal to the lord-paramount, who soon merged the office of arbitrator in 
that of dictator. 

The Sadhanis, or chieftains of northern Shekhavati, began to feel the bad 
e(foots of these feuds of the R iesilotes and to express dissatisfaction at the 
progressive advances of the Jeypoor court for the establishment of its supre 
macy, Until this period they had escaped any tributary engagement, and 
only recognized th ir connexio?i with Amber by mark of homage and fealty 
on Inpso 9 , which belonged more to kindred than political superiority. But 
a.: the armies of the court were now perpetually on the frontiers, and might 
soon pass over, they deemed it necessary to take measures for their safety. 
The township of Tooe, appertaining to Novvu Igurh had already been seized, 
ami Ranolli was battered for the restoration of the subject of Pratap. 
Tic 1 were grievances which affected all the Sa lhanis, who perceiving they 
could no longer preserve their neutrality, determined to abandon their 
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al dimensions, and from a system of general defence. Accordingly, 
a general assembly of the Sadhani lords, and as lilany of the Racsilotes as 
'chose to attend, was announced at the ancient place of rendezvous, Oodipoor. 
To increase the solemnity of the occasion, and to banish all suspicion of 
treachery, as well as to extinguish ancient feuds, and reconcile chiefs who 
had never met but in hostility, it was unanimously agreed that the most 
sacred pledge of good faith, the Noon-dab * or dipping the hand in the salt, 
should take place. ■. , k 

The entire body of the Sadhani lords, with all their retainers, met at 
the appointed time, as did nearly all the Ruesilotes, excepting the join 5 
chieftains of Khundaila, too deeply tainted with mutual distrust to lake 
part in this august and national congress of all ‘‘the children ot P-khji” 
t was decided in this grand council, that all internal strife should i-asd; 
and that for the future, whenever ic might occur, there should be no appeals 
to the arbitration of Jeypoor; but that on all such occasions, or where the 
general interests Were endangered, a meeting should take placo at l the Pass 
of Oodipoor,” to deliberate^ and decide, but above all to repel by force of 
arms, if necessary, the further encroachments of the court. This unusual 
measure alarmed the court of Amber, and when oppression had generated the 
determined resistance, it disapproved and disowned the pioceedings ot its. 
lieutenant, who was superseded by Rora Ram, with orders to secure the 
person of his predecessor. His flight preserved him from captivity in the dunge¬ 
ons of Amber, but his estates, as well as those of the minister, his brother, 
wero resumed, and all their property was confiscated* 

The new commander, who was a tailor by caste, was ordered to follow 
the Huldia to the last extremity j for, in these regions, displaced ministers 
and rebels are identical. It was expected if they did not lose their heads, to 
see them in opposition to the orders of their sovereign lord, whose slaves they 
had so lately proclaime I themselves; in fact, a rebel minister in 
is like an ex-Tory or ex Whig elsewhere, nor does restoration to the councils 
of his sovereign, perhaps in a few short months after he carried arrtls against 
him, plundered his subjects, and carried conflagration in his towns, exeitt 
more than transient emotion. .The nqw commander was eager to obtain the 
services of the. assembled Shekhawuts against the Huldia 9 , but experience had 
given them wisdom ; and they not only exacted stipulations befitting their 
position, the price of this aid, but what was of more consequence, negotiated 
the conditions of their future connexion with the lord-paramount. 

I he first article was the immediate restoration of the townships which 
the Huldia had seized upon as Tooe, Gwala &c. 

1 he second, that the court should disavow till pretensions to exact 
tribute beyond what they had voluutarilv stipulated, and which they would 
remit to the capital. 

Th Y'!’ tbafc ° n 110 accou »fc should the armies of the court enter the 
lands of the confederation, the consequences of which had been so strongly 
marked in the atrocities at Khundaila. 

Fourth, that the confederacy would furnish a contingent for the sot vice 
of the court, which should be paid by the court while 30 cm ployed. 


Ho-.jii or loon J sait/ aud dobna, ‘to dip, bespatter, or spiioVlo ’ 
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The treaty being ratified through the intervention of the new command¬ 
er, and having received in advance 10,000 rupees for their expenses, the chiefs* 
with their retainers repaired to the capita), after paying homage to their leige 
herd zealously set to work to execute its orders on the Huldia facticn, who 
were dispossessed of their estates. But, as observed in the annals of the 
parent state, Jeypoor had obtained the distinction of the jootha durbar , or 
‘iving court/of the justness of which epithet it afforded an illustration in 
ifs conduct to the confederated chieftains, who soon discovered the difference 
l» tw n promises and performance. They had done their duty, but they 
obtained not one of the advantages for which they agreed to serve the court; 
ami they had the mortification to see they had merely displaced the garrisons 
of t he Huldia for those of Rora Ram. After a short consultation, they 
determined to seek themselves the justice that was denied them ; according¬ 
ly, .hey assaulted in succession the towns occupied by Rora Ram's myrmi¬ 
dons, drove them out, and made over to their original proprietors. 

At th' same time, the court having demanded the usual tribute from 
Nursing Das, which was always in arrear, he had the imprudence to stone 
tho agent, who was a relation of the minsiter. He hastened to the presence, 
“threw his turban at the Raja’s feet/’ saying, he was dishonoured for ever, 
a mandate was instantaneously issued for the sequestration of Khundaila and 
the capture of Nursing who bade his liege lord defiance from his castle of 
Oovindgurh: but his co-partner, Pratap Sing, having no just cause of 
apprehension, remained in Khundaila, which was environed by the Jeypoor 
troops under Assaram. His security was his ruin $ but the wily Banyan 
(Assaram), who wished to seize at once the joint holders of the estate,, offered 
no molestation to Pratap, while he laid a plot for the other. He invited his 
ret hi n, on the buchun , or ‘pledge of safety/ of the M inohurpoor chief. Nut¬ 
s' ng did not hesitate, for rank as was the character of his countrymen in these 
degenerate days, no Rajpoot had ever incurred the epithet of Buchun-chooV, 
tenfold mor^ odious than that of murderer, and which no future action, 
K vever brilliant, could obliterate, even from h'i3 descendants to the latest 
posterity. On the faith of this buchun , Nursing came, and a mock 
negotiation was c irried on for the arrears of tribute, and time fixed for 
payment. Nursing returned to Khundaila, and Assaram broke up his 
camp and moved away. The crafty Banyan, having thus successfully 
th rown him off his guard, on the third day rapidly retraced his steps, and at 
midnight surrounded Nursing in his abode, who was ordered to proceed 
forthwith to the camp. Burning with indignation, he attempted self-des¬ 
truction but was withheld ; and accompanied by a few Rajpoot who swore 
to protect or die with him, he joined Assaram to see the issue. 

A simple 
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pjan was adopted to secure Pratap, and he fearlessly obeyed 
Both parties remained in camp; tho one was amused with 
for his liberation on the payment of a fine ; the other had 
and in the indulgence of both, their vassals relaxed 
Vhile they were at dinner, a party planted in ambuscade 
v 1 b-fore th y .mid seifce th* ir arms, made captive both 
’], wcMre pinioned like : Ions, put into a covered carriage, 

* { »V tho rml of :! . <• hundr-u m n to the state-prison of 
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-M&ess of the scheme. Khundaila Was declared khalisa (fiscal ), and garrisoned 
by five hundred men from the camp, while the inferior feudatories, holding 
estates detached from the capital, were received on terms, and even allowed to 
hold thier fiefs on the promise that they did not disturb the sequestrated 
lands, 


CHAPTER VII. 


Baal Sing opposes the faithless court vf Amber.—Be is joined by the 
celebrated George Thomas.—Desperate action.—*Bagh Sing placed in 
the fortified palace at Khundaila.—His garrison ) with his brother , 
by RunwiU Sing } son of Pratap.—Bagh regains the palace.— 
Ifie lands of Khundaila formed by Amber to tivo Brahmins. They are 
expelled by the feudatory Barwutfcias, who resist the , court.—They 
become a banditti .—S Ingram Sing , cousin to Pratap, their leader .— Flo 
avoids the treachery of the court.—His death.—The confederacy unit in 
the league against Jodpoor. —New treaty with the Ambei % court .— 
Liberation of Pratap and Nursing .— Gr&nd union of the Shdchawuts 
Abhe Sing succeeds in Khundaila.—Treachery of the court.—Hunwunt 
regains Govindgurh, Khundaila §c. —Restoration of Khooshialiram 
to the ministry of Jeypoor.—New investitures granted to the feudatories of 
Khundaila.'— A blie and Pratap inducted into their ancestral abodes.— 
Incident illustrative of the dejects of the Raj pool feudal system .— Khundaila 
assailed by Luchman Sing chief of Scekvr.—Gallant defence of Hunwunt. 
— His death.— Surrender of Khaundaila to Luchman Sing.— The cj h. 
exiled.—Poicer and influence of Luchman S mg.— Foils the de¬ 
signs qf the PuroJdt .—Present attitude of Luchman Sing.— Subordinate 
Wanches of the Shekhawuts —The Sadhanis. — T h>ir territories wrested 
from the Kaikhanis and Rajpoots.—The Keyiri branch of the family of 
Sadhoo attains superiority.—Bagh Sing of Keyiri murders his own son — 
The Larkhanis—Revenues of Shekavati. 

Deenaram Bohra was now (A. D. 1798-9) prime minister of 
deypoor, and ho no sooner heard of the success of Assaram, than he proceed 
ed to join him in person, for the purpose of collecting the tribute due by 
the >Sadhani chiefs. Having formed a junction with Assaram at Oodipotr 
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; ^^rjks>rched to Pursarampoor a town in the heart of the Sadhanis, whenco 
fhey issued commands for the tribute to be brought; to expedite which, the 
ministers sent dhoos * to all the townships of the confederacy. This insulting 
process irritated the Sadhani to such a degree that they wrote to Deenaram 
to withdraw his parties instantly, and retrace^his nteps to Jhoonjoonoo, or 
abide the consequences • declaring, if he did so, that the collective tribute, 
of which ten thousand was then ready, would be forthcoming. Ail had 
assented to this arrangement but Bagh Sing, brother of the captive prince of 
3s liundaila, who was so incensed at the faithless conduct of the court, after 
the great services they had so recently performed, that he determined to 
oppose by force of arms this infraction of their charter, which declared the 
inviolability of the territory of the confideration so long as the tribute was 
paid. He was joined by five hundred men of Kcytri, with which having 
levied contributions at Singhana and Futtehpur from the traitorous lord of 
Seckur, ho invited to their aid the celebrated George Thomas, then carving 
out hi* fortunes amongst these discordant to political elements. Nearly the 
hole of the Jeypoor mercenary and feudal army was embodied on this occa¬ 
sion, and although far superior in numbers to the confederation, yet the 
t lit's mce of Thomas and his regulars more than counterpoised their numeri¬ 
cal inferiority. The attack of Thomas was irresistible • the Jeypoor lines led 
by Rora Ram gave way, and lost several pieces of artillery. To redeem what 
the cowardice and ill conduct of the general in chief had lost, cmeftani en 
fJh«>moo formed a c/ole or dense and band of the fcud.il chivalry, wine 1 0 

5n person against Thomas’s brigade, charging to the mouths of Ins guns. is 
object, the recovery of the guns, was attained with great slaughter on cue x 
Bide. The Chomoo chief (Bunjeet Sing) was desperately wounded, Bubadur 
Ping, Pahar fifing, chiefs of the Khangarote clans, with many others, were 
slain by discharges of grape ; the guns were retrieved, and Thomas and his. 
auxiliaries were deprived of, a victory'; and ultimately compelled to re- 

$reat-.+ . , . . c .• - 

The captive chief of Khundaila deemed this revolt and union ot tnen 
countrymen favourable to their emancipation, and address them to this, 
effect. A communication was made to the discomfited Rora Ram, who 
promised his influence, provided an efficient body of Raesilotes joined his. 
camp, and by their services seconded their requests. Bagh Sing was. 
selected; a man held in high esteem by both parties, and even the court 
manager of Khundaila found it necessary to retain his services, as it was 
h) bis influence only over his unruly brethorn that he was enable to make 
ary thing of the new fiscal lands. For this purpose, and to preserve the 
point o 1 honour, the manager permitted Bagh Sing to remain in the 
■•iHified palace of Khundaila, who with a small party of his brethren : but on. 
being selected (o lead the quotas of his countrymen w r ith the court command¬ 
er, he left his younger brother, Luchman Sing as his deputy. 


* T)hr> .* is an expedient to hasten fclie compliance of ft demand from a dependent. ; 
jnnrlw of horse prop ria to the township, and are commanded to receive flo much per day til 
the exaction is complied wi,fch. If the dhoos is re fused, it is considered tantamount to an. 

11 + »’ rnnk.il), in his life of George Thomas, describe# this batfre oircumsfanlinlly ; but 
Tmiko.-v a r»p]j(/«v an ulfuir of the Jevpoor court, with Thomas and the Mnhrattas, in which ■ ■ 

• li' •« ..-.vni. arc not mftnt-inned. Thomas given the Rajpoot chivalry full prftiae for t .um 
^ al! im boariu Memoir of George Thomas, p. 109> 
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sooner did it reach the ears of Himwunt Sing of Sillede, sou of the 
captive Prafcap, that Bagh Sing had joined the army, than in the true 
spirit of these relentless feuds, he determined to attempt the castle. As 
soon as the darkness of night favoured his design, he hastened Jits accomplish¬ 
ment, escaladed it, and put the unprepared garrison to the sword. Intelli¬ 
gence of this event reached Bagh Sing at Ranolli who instantly counter¬ 
marched, and commenced the assault, into which even the towns people 
entered heartly, inspired as they were with indignation at the atrocious 
murder of the young chief. The day was extremely h t; the defendants 
fought for their existence, for their reader could not hope for mercy. The 
assailants were served with the best fo d*, such as the enthusiasm, that even 
the women . forgot their fears, and cheered them on as the ladders wore 
p anted against the last point of defence. Then the white fla" was dis¬ 
played, and the gate opened, but the murderer had fled. 

Manji Das succeeded Deenaram as minister of Jeypoor; and Rora Ram, 
notwithstanding his disgraceful defeat and the lampoons of the bards, con- 
rt ° i *1 co Shekhawut tribute, and farmed the fiscal lands 

_ v uncailatoa Brahmin for twenty thousand rupees annually. This 
111 ^jpBction with another speculative brother, had taken a ica*c 
•j 0 g'P 6 ! Bahdari, or town and transit duties at Jeypoor, which having 

i^en profitable, they now agreed to take on lease the sequestrated lands of 
jvnundaiia. Having not only fulfilled their contract in the first year, but put 
fV Hq’/m le J r . P 00 ^, the J renewed it fur two more. Aided by a party of 
' ' J . tlaus the court, the minister of religion shewed he v. ;\s no 
Iin nnuj,° peace, and determined to make the most of his ephemeral power 
tacked eV n Cd c ? atr ] 3ut, i° ns on the yet independent feudatories, but at- 
The Jb ^ es i sfcc ^> an( l carried several of t heir castles sword in hand, 

bad faith nffL 1S °* P* 6 ? 1 * cou ^ not bear this new mark of conturnly and 
o nf i i" • . e coul ^r be niade the sport of a tailor and a Brahmin/'— 
hnnp 10 ^ eivcc ^ intimation from the captive chiefs that there was no 

r.iA • U X r 1 -P.y* ^ Q y once threw away the scabbard, and commenced a 
u h ° r j * scr J mi,1 ^ e vengeance, which the Rajpoot often has recourse to 
rr J q ]\ ur S e to despair They at once assailed Khundaila, and in spite of the 
j;. ml 100 0l 8cven thousand Dadoopwitis, dispossessed the Purohit: and sacked 

l ' 011 a . c /vancmg wiih fhe Jeypoor domains, they spread terror and tic:-:- 

| i nila g ln g oven the estates of the,queen. Fresh trooj s were sent 
m-winst them, and after many actions the confederacy was broken up. The 
110 i chief and others of the elder branches made their peace, but the 
younger branches fled from the country, and obtained sirncb (sanctuary) and 

oil JSlsteilCfi in Mmnrrir nnrl tlil.-Qiim -_ 


Bikaner: Singram Sing of Soojawas (cousin io 


subsistence in Marwar and 

u/itap) sought the former, Bagh Sing and Sooruj Sing the latter, w hose 
pi nice gave them lands. There they abode in tranquility for a time, looking 
to that justice from the prince which tributary collectors knew not; bur, 
'vhen apathy and neglect mistook the motive of this patient suffering, he was 
roused from his indifference to the fate of the brave Barwutieas , b y the trump 
of their horses 1 feet even at the gates of his capital. 

Singram Sing headed the band of exiles, which spread fear and desola¬ 
tion over a great portion of Dhoondar. In many districts they establish 'd 
and wherever they succeeded in surprising a ihama 

See Yq\ I, p 
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tfiSrHege lord, they cut it up without mercy. They sacked the town of Kho, 
within few miles of the city of Jeypoor, from under whose walls they carri¬ 
ed oft horses to mount their gang. Animated by successful revenge, and the 
excitement of a life so suited to the Rajpoot, Singram became the leader of a 
band of several hundred lmrso, bold enough to attempt any thing. Com- 
plaints for redres 3 poured in upon the court from ali quarters, to which a 
deaf ear might have been turned, had they not been accompanied with appli- 
cations for reduction of rent. The court at length, alarmed at this daring 
desperado, made overtures to him through Shiam Sing, Sadhani, the chic fot 
J3ussao, on whose luchun (pledge) Singram consented to appear before his 
Ijmre lord As soon as he arrived under the walls of the city, his cavalcade 
was surrounded by all classes, but particularly the Sikh mercenaries, all ot 
whom recognized their properly, some a horse, some a camel, others arms, tec.; 
but none durst advance a claim to their own, so daring was their attitude 
and so guarded their conduct, The object of the miuister was to secure the 
person of Singram, regardless of the infamy which would attach to the chiet 
who at his desire, had pledged himself for his safety. But Shiam Sing, w) m 
bad heard of the plot, gave Singram warning. In forty-eight hours, intel¬ 
ligence reached the court that Singram was in Tuarvati, and that, joined by 
the Tuars and Larkhanis, he was at the head of one thousand horse, llo 
now assailed, the large fiscal towns of his prince ; contributions weredeman - 
cd and if they could not be complied with, he carried oft in ole (li > t g ) ' 
chief citizens, who were afterwards ransomed. If a delay occurtd ini ur n - 
j„<r either, the place was instantly given over to pillage, which was plac 
upon a body of camels. The career of this determined Barmma was at 
lon- fch closed. He had surrounded the town of Madhupoor, the estate ot one ot 
the queans, when a ball struck him in the head. His body was carried to 
Ranolli and burnt, and he had his cenotaph amongst the Joojars {those slam 
iu battle) of Lis fa thers. The son of Singram succeeded to the command 
and the n venge of his father, and he continued the same daring course unti 
the court restored his patrimony of Soojawas. Such were the tumultu 

proceedings in Shekhavati, when an event of such magnitude occurred as to 

•>rove an epoch in the history of Rajpootana, and which not only was 1 
ciiusod upon their afflictions, but made them prominent to their own 
fit in the transaction. TT t f 

That grand international war, ostensibly for the hand ct the xie.e ^ 
liajw\»Ta, was on the point of bursting forth. The opening scene ' vas 171 
Shekhavati, and the actors chiefly Sadhanis. It will be recoil ecte ,ti 
though this was but the underplot of a tragedy, chiefly got up tor the dep - 

• --*• * 1 n - Rae-Chund was 


sal o': Raja Maun of Jodpoor, in favor of Dhonkul ^iug, —- - * 

then Do wan, or prime minister, of Jeypoor; and to forwrrd Ins masters 
views for tin* hand of Kislnift, supported the cause of the pretender. 


rs tor Urn naiiti or jmsuiw, supports i-uo ^ ^ 

The minister sent his nephew, Kirparam, to obtain the aid o tno - 
wuts, who appointed Kishen Sing us intermeter, ot their wishes .while 


khaWUly.'J, WUU IhUlJwi IIVW -- -- ' " ' V + woe 

Dio Khcr assembled at the “Pass of Oodipoor.” There a new treaty • • 
formed, the main article of which was the liberation of their cbieftai , 
joint Rajas of Khundaila, and the renewal of the ancient stipub ^ 

gardiug the non-interference ot the court in their internal an_ r 
as they j - id the regulated tribute, Kishen Smg, the org ; 
!«T.i*ino with Kirparam, loit ihe assembly 
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mWfxf 'they soon returned with the ratification of their wishes. On (hose 
^conditions ten thousand of the sons of Shekhji were embodied, and reaay to 
accompany their lord-paramount wherever ho might lead them, receiving 
paiti, or subsistance while out of their own lands. 

These preliminaries settled, Shiam Sing Champawut (nephew of the 
Pokurn chief) with Kirparam repaired to Keytri, whence they conveyed the 
young pretender, Dbonkul Sing, to the camp of the confederates. They 
were met by a deputation headed by the princess Anurrdi Kowur (daughter 
of the late Raja Pratap, and one of the widows of Raja Bheom of Manvur, 
father of the pretender), who. received the boy in her arms as tlio child of her 
adotion, and forthwith returned to the capital, where the army was forming 
for the invasion of Mar war. 

It moved to Katoo, ten coss from Khundaila, where they waited the 
junction of the Bikaner Raja and other auxiliaries. The Shekhawut lords 
here sent in their imperative demand for the liberation of the son of Racsil, 
“that they might march under a leader of their own, equal in celebrity to 
the proudest of that assembled host.” Evasion wa 3 dangerous ; and in a 
few days their chiefs were formally delivered to them. Even the self- 
abdicated Bindrabun could not resist this general appeal to arms. Tho 
princes encamped in the midst of their vassals, nor was there ever such a 
convocation of The sons of Shekhji:’ Shadhauis, Bhojanis, Larkhanis, and 
even the B arwuttas, flocked around the The yellow banner of Raesil.* Tho 
accounts of the expedition are elsewhere narrated, and we shall only add 
that the Shekhawuts participated in all its glory and all its disgrace, and 
lost both Rao Nursing and his father ere they returned to their own 
lands. 


A Lae Sing, the son of Nursing succeeded, and conducted the contingent 
o his countrymen until the ili-starred expedition broke up, when they 
returned to Khundaila. But the faithless court had no intention of restor¬ 
ing the lands of Khundaila. Compelled to look about for subsistence, with 
one hundred and fifty horse, they went to Raja Buktawur Sing of Macborri; 
but he, performed the duties of kindrerd and hospitality so meanly, that 
they, only remained a fortnight. In this exigence, Pratap and his son 
repaired to the Mahratta leader, Bapoo Sindia, at Dewnsa, while Hunwut, 
in the ancient spirit of his race, determined to attempt Govindgurh. In 
disguise, he obtained the necessary information, assembled sixty of his 
resolute clansmen, whom he concealed at dusk in a ravine, whence, as soon 
silence proclaimed the hour was come, he issued, ascended the well- 
known path, planted his ladders, and cut down the sentinels ere the 
garrison was alarmed. It was soon mastered, several being killed and the 
rest turned out. The well-known beat of the Rajpoots in the vicinity, v ho 
immediately repaired to the castle. In a few weeks the gallant Hunwunt 
was at the head of two thousand men, prepared to act offensively against 
his faithless leige lord. Khundaila and all the adjacent towns surrendered, 
their garrisons %irig before the victors, and Kho-hial Paroga, a name of note 
in nil the intrigues of the durbar of that day, carried to eou-rt the tidings 
of his own disgrace, which, his enemies took care to proclaim, arose from 
his cupidity : for though he drew pay and rations for a garrison of one 
hundred men. he only had thirty. Accompanied by Ruttun Chund, with 
two battalions and guns, and reproaches of his sovereign, he w r as com; landed 



nt his peril to recover Khundaila. The gallant Hunwut disdained to await 
the attack, but advanced outside the city to meet it, drove Khoshial back, 
and had he not in the very moment of victory been wounded, while the 
Lark ha ilia hung behind, would have totally routed them. Hiinwuntr was 
compelled to retreat with the walls, where he stood two assaults, in one <>f 
which he slew thirty S illehposh, or men in armour, the body-guard of the 
prince ; but the only water of the garrison being from tankas (reservoirs), 
he was on the point of surrendering at discretion, when an offer of five 
townships being made, he accepted ihe towns. j 

Another change took place in the ministery of Amber at this period * 
and Khoosbialiram, at the age of fourscore and four years, was liberated 
from the stafce-prism of Amber, and once more entrusted with the adminis¬ 
tration of the government. This hoary-headed politician, who, during more 
than half a century, had alternately met the frowns]and the smiles of m3 
prince, at this the extreme verge of existence, entered with all the alaentj 
of youth into the tortuous intrigues of office, after witnessing the removal of 
two prime ministers, his rivals, who resigned power and life together. 
Khooshialiram had remained incarcerated since the reign of Raja I ratap, 
who, when dying, left three injunctions; the fiist of which was that the 
Bohra (his caste) should never be enfranchised ; but if in evil hour ins 
successor should be induced to liberate him “he should be placed uncontroll¬ 
ed a* the head of affairs”* . 

When this veteran politician, whose biography would fill a volume/] 
succeeded to the helm at Jeypoor, a solemn deputation of the principal bhe- 
khawut chieftains repaired to the capital, and begged that through his intei- 
e ess ion they might be restored to the lands of their forefathers. The Bohrfy 
who had always kept up, as Well from sound principle as from pesonai feel¬ 
ing, a good understanding with the feudality, willingly became their ad locate 
with his sovereign, to whom he represented that the defence of the state lay 
in a willing and contented vassalage: for. notwithstanding their disc eui 
ence and turbulence, they were always ready, when the general wea \v 
threatened, to support it with all their power. Ilo appealed to the a e . 
pedition, when thousand of the children of Shckhji were embodied in iU- 
cause, and what was a better argument, he observed, the Mahrattas had on y 
been able to prevail since their dissensions amongst themselves. 1 he Bonra 
was commanded to follow his own good will and pleasure; and having ^ 
acted an engagement, by which the future tribute of the Raesilotes was hxc 
at sixty thousand rupees annually, and the immediate payment of a 
zerana of f >rfy thousand, fresh puttas of investiture were made out for lyumi 
daila and its dependencies. There are so many conflicting interests in al- 
these courts, that it by no means follows that obedience which runs on tno 


• Tho tsccund injunction waste keep the office • “ Fonj.lar, or commander oi the f"rcc.. ia 
mtlv of Simboo Sin;. Googawut. a tribe always noted for their fidelity, and liKei, 
M-iirtoyii of Marwar, evon a blind fidelity, to tho gadi, whoever was the occupant. 
iniunotioD is l<-fb blank in my manuscript. . , j tVU 

f 11 ii« 1. act, Alter hiH emancipation from tho dungeons of Auibor,.was ^ \ R 
negotiation at Dhoneo, the ouatle 'f Chand Sing, Googawut. He died at Bu8a ^ n Afcairrpto* 1 * * 
LB12. on |,ts Kiftirn from Vlachorri to Jeypoor, wlsorc ho had been nu8ucce . s3tll ( l \ <iouC0 0 f the 
recoin**iiu .ion between iho courts. It will not be forgotten tb.'*b tho inu* po iualiy tivo 
Narnoc ciiicl in Hnchcrri had been mainly achieved by tho Bohra, who wa^ ® 

fwn i* c d'mTaifCi' of the traitorous Narooea. 
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command ; even though the orders of the prince were countersigned 
py (he minister, the Navas, who formed the garrison of Khundaila, and the 
inferior fiefs, shewed no disposition to comply. The gallant Humvunt, justly 
suspecting the Bohra’s good faith, proposed to the joint rajas a coup de mo,in 
(a sudden enterprise) which he volunteered to lead. They had five hundred 
retainers amongst them; of these Humvunt selected twenty of the most 
intrepid, and repaired to Oodigurk, to which he gained admission as a 
messenger from himself; twenty more were at his heels, who also got in, and 
tho rest rapidly following, took post at the gateway. Humvunt then 
disclosed himself,. and presented the fresh putta of Khundaila to the Nagas, 
who still hesitating to obey, he drew his sword, when seeing tha< he was 
termined to succeed or perish, they reluctantly withdrew, and Abho and 
Iratap were once more inducted into the dilapidated abodes of their 
ancestors. The adversity they had undergone, added to their youth and 
nexperience, made them both yield a ready acquiescence to the advice of 
1 lc ! r . ^ n sman, to whose valour and conduct they owed the restoration of 
erlt ^nce, and tho ancient feuds which were marked on every stono 
ot their castellated mahls , were apparently appeased. 

D i / or ^ $ [ dter ibis restoration, the Skikhawut contingent were called 
Kl o ° Ser , VQ a S a ^ ns t tho common enemy of Rajpootana, the notorious Meer 
f U rn S enera l> Mahomed Shah Khan, was closely blockaded in the 
* • j° i r 3 „ 8 ur ^» ncai ’ Tonk, by the whole strength of Jeyuoor, 
m ^ . ' ^ ao Chand Sing ofDhoonee. An incident occurred, while 

tho 1 a PP roac ^ ln g a successful conclusion, which well exempliiiej 

defensive nnpr?f ,lm ^ r mL^° n ? °? feudal system, cither for offensive or 
death blow^'n fK 0nS * n^ 13 trivial as it is in its origin, proved a 

abnea j .. w (°!^ un *to princes, so long the sport of injustice, and 
his self S1 ^ ^e dhow, who prophecied, on the acceptance of 

ocenvv fh n,i ^ ? r S9V( r n succ essive generations of his issue should 
nr- v , iG j°* , hundaila. In the disorderly proceedings of this feudal 
‘ 1/\ LOm P^ s °d ot all the quotas of Amber, a body of Shekhawut had 
d. i " , 01 J e k ? townships of Tonk, in which a Googawufc inhabitant was 

his property plundered, in the .indiscriminate pell-mell. The son 


fo’ rTiC"' w ACWVt;jL uia property, me ^neiuiawuts resisted, am 
iced their party ; Ckand Sing did the same-, the Khundaila chiefs repair- 
o 3n P er son, accompanied by the whole confederacy, with the exception of 
j^oekur- and the Googawut chief, who had not only the ties of clanship,. 

to 0 dignity of commander ia-chief, to sustain, sent every man ho 
°uid spare from the blockade. Thus nearly the whole feudal array of 
mJer wa; collected round a few bakeries (carts), ready to cut each ocher to 
Usees for the r ooint of honour: neither would relinquish the claim, and 



lavoc was prevented ; but the pride of 
; this a concession to the commander of 
the Googawuts. 


Chand Sing was hurt, who 
ho army, but non a to the 
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„*irchman Sing, the chief of Seeker, who, as before stated, was the^ _ 
liawut who kopt aloof from the affray, saw the moment was arrived fox' 
tho aceompli'hment of his long-concealed desire to be lord of Khuudaila. 
The seige of Bhomgurb being broken np, in consequence of these dissen¬ 
sions and the defection of the confederated Shekhawuts, the Seckur chief 

r.o sooner saw them move by the circuitous route of the capital, than he 

marched directly for his estates, and throwing aside all disgui :-, attacked 
Secssoh, which by an infamous stratagem ho secured by inveigling the 
commandant, the son of the late Bohra minister. Then making overtures to 

tho enemy, against whom he had just been fighting, for the sum of tu-o laid* 
J 1 1 , - 1 _ 1 :_nnrlrr their 


LiX - t«^C*AA-lOU >1 UUUI w u J ^ b O ' . . I • 

of rupees, he obtained a brigade of the mercenerv Pathans, under tneir 


leaders Munnoo and Muhtab Khan, the last of whom, but a few days beiorr, 
h;.d entered into a solemn engagement with Hunwunt, as manager for tho 
minor prince?, to Bupport whose cause, and to obtain from molesting their 
estates, ho had received fifty thousand rupees ! Such nefarious acts were 
too common at that period even to occasion remark, far less reprehension. 

The gallant Hunwunt now prepared for the defence of the lands 
which his valour had redeemed. His foeman made a lavish application ot 
the wealth, which his selfish policy had acquired, and Rewasso and other 
fiefs were soon in his possession. The town of Khundaila, being open, soon 
followed, but the castle held out sufficiently long to enable him to st,rengtn- 
en and provision Kote, which he determined to defend to the last, Havi^ g 
withstood the attacks of the enemy, during three weeks, in the aim 
mined castle, ho sallied out sword in hand, and gained Kote, where ne 
assembled all those yet faithful to the family, and determined to stand or 
fall with the last strong-hold of Khundaila. The other chiefs of tho conte 
deration beheld with indignation this unprovoked and avaricious agression 
on the minor princes of Khundaila, not only because of its 
injustice, but on the undue aggrandizement of this inferior branch o t-c 

Raesilotea, and tho means employed, namely, the common enemy o 

country. Many leagued for its prevention, but some were bribed ) ' 
offer of a part of the domain, and those who were too virtuous to be c 1 
found t heir intentions defeated by the necessity of defending t e ^ ^ 


homes against the detachments of Meer Khan, sent by desire of Seekur to 
neutralize their efforts. The court was steeled against all 


neutra ize tneir enorts. me court was sieeieu against all remonstrance, 
the unhappy rupture at Bhorngurh, the blockade of which, it was reprc-cn 
was broken by the conduct of the followers of Khundaila, 

Hunwunt and some hundreds of his brave clansmen were thus letc t 
their own resources. During three months, they defended themselves w •* 
position outride the castle, when a general assault was made on hisuntrencn- 
ment. He was advised to retreat into the castle, but he nobly rep' 
“Khundaila is gone for ever, if we are reduced to shelter ourselves ben 1 * 
c alls and he called upon his brethern to repel the attack or perish- X 
want cheered on his kinsmen, who charged the battalions sworu in 
drove them from their guns, and completely cleared the intrei»ehrne«t. ^ 

tho enemy returned to ' the conflict, which lasted from ipwn until mg , 

Another sortie was made j again the enemy was ignouiinionsi y ' guns, 
hut, the gallant Hunwunt, leading his men to the very muzzle o ujj 
reced 1 1 a shot which ended his career. The victOTY remMu w jj 0 

besieged, but the death of their leader disconcerted bis • * 
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eS within the fort. Five hundred of the mercenary Fathans and men 
of Seekur (a number equal to the whole of the defenders), accompanied to 
the last intrepid Itaesilote of Khundaila. 

The next morning, an armistice for the removal of the wounded and 
obsequies of the dead was agreed to, during which terms were offered, and 
refused by the garrison. As soon as the death of Hunwunt was known, the 
Oodipoor chief, who from the first had upheld the cause of justice, sent 
additional aid both in men and supplies ; and had the ISeytri chief been at 
his estates, the cause would have been further supported ; but he was at 
court, and had left orders with his son to act according to the advice of the 
ohief of Bussao, who had been gained over to the interests of Seekur by the 
bribe of participation in the conquered lauds. Nevertheless, the garrison held 
out, under every privation, for five weeks longer, their only sustenance at 
length being a little Indian corn introduced by the exertions of individual 
Mcenas . At this extremity, an offer being made of ten townships, they 
surrendered, ^ Pratap Sing took his share of this remnant of his patrimony, 
but his co-heir Abhe Sing inherited too much of Raesil’s spirit to degr ide 
himself by owing aught to his criminal vassal and kinsman. It would 
have been well for Pratap had ho shewn the same spirit; for Luchman 
king, now lord of Khundaila, fell too acutely the injustice of his success, to 
allow to the rightfuFheir to remain upon his patrimony ; and he only allow¬ 
ed sufficient time to elapse for the consolidation of his acquisition, before ho 
expelled the young prince. Both the co-heirs, Abhe Sing and Pratap, now 
reside at Jhoonjoonoo, where each receives five rupees a day, from a joint 
2 arse made for them by the Sadhanis, nor at present* is there a ray of hope 
of their restoration to Khundaila. 

; when Misr Sheonarian, then minister of Jeypdor, was involved 

| pecuniary difficulties, to get rid of the importunities of Meer Khan, 
he cast his eyes ^towards the Seekur chief, who had long been desirous to 
.-lave his usurpation sanctioned by the court ; and it was stipulated that on 
the payment of nine lakhs of rupees (viz i five from himself, with the 
authoity and force of Jeypooi; to raise the rest from the Sadhanis), he vshouhl 
receivo the putta of investiture of Khundaila. Meer Khan, the mutual agent 
on this occasion, was then at Ranolli, where Luchman Sing tr .■ him and 
paid the amount, receiving his receipt, which was exchanged lb.- he grant 
under the great seal. 

Immediately after, Luchman Sing proceeded to court, and upon the 
further payment of one year's tribute in advance, henceforth fr.ed a f fiftv- 
seven thousand rupees, he received from the hands of his leige lord, tho 
fiaja Juggut Sing, the \hdal of investiture. Thus, by the ambition of 
Seekur, the cupidity of tho court, and the jealousies and avarice of the 
Sadhanis, the birth right of the lineal heirs of Racsil was alienated. 

r uchman Sing, by his talents and wealth, soon established his influence 
* court of his sovereign ; but tho jealousy which this excited in tho 
• b minister of the day very nearly lost him his dearly-bought 
acq- tion, It will be recollected that a Brahmin obtained the lease of i ho 
lands of Khundaila, and that for his extortions he was expelled with disgrace. 


’This was written in Ibl3-i4» 
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^H^proceedod, however, in his career of ambition • subverted the influence 
of his patron Sheooariau Misr, forcing him to commit suicide, ruined the 
prospects of his son, ancl by successful and daring intrigue established 
himself in the ministerial chair of Amber. The influence of Luchman 
Sing, who was consulted on all occasions, gave him umbrage, and he deter¬ 
mined to get rid of him. To drive him into opposition to his sovereign was 
his aim, and to effect this there was no better method than to sanction 
an attack upon Khundaicla. The Sadhanis, whose avarice and jealousies 
made them overlook their true interests, readily united to the troops of the 
court, and Kundaila was besieged. Luchman Sing, on this occasion, shew¬ 
ed ho was no common character. He tranquilly abided the issue at Joy- 
poor, thus neutralizing the malignity of the Purohit, while, to ensure 
the safety of Khundaila, a timely supply of tho money to the partizan, 
J umsheed Khan, brought his battalians to threaten the Purohit in his 
camp. Completely foiled by tho superior tract of Luchman Sing, tho 
J^rahmiu was compelled to abandon the undertaking and to return to the 
capital, where his anger made him throw aside the mask, and attempt to 
secure the person of his enemy. Tho Seekur chief had a narrow escape j 
ho fled with fifty horse, hotly pursued by his adversary, while his effects, 
ancl those of his partisans (amongst whom was the Samote chief) were 
confiscated. The Sadhanis, led by tho chief of Keytri and Bussao, even 
after the. Purohit had left them, made a bold attempt to capture Khundaila 
which was defeated, and young Abhe Sing, who was mado a puppet on the 
occasion, witnessed the last defeat of his hopes. 

If necessity or expediency could palliate or justify such nefarious acts* 
it would bo shown in the good consequences that have resulted from evil. 
Tho discord and bloodshed produced by tho partition of authority between 
the son of Bahadur Sing are now at an end. Luchman Sing is the sola 
tyrant in Khundaila, and so long as tho system which h has establshed ia 
maintained, he may laugh at the efforts, not only of the Sadhanis, but of tho 
court itself, to supplant him. . , 

Let us, in a few words, trace the family of Luchman Sing. It ? wi 11 bo 
recollected that daesi), the first Raja amongst the sons ot Shekhji, had 
seven sons, the fourth of whom, Tirraul (who obtained the title of Rao), held 
Kasulli and its eighty four townships in appanage. His son, Hurree Sing, 
wrested the district of Bdara, with its ono hundred and twenty-five town-' 
ships, from the Kairakhanis of Futtehpur, and shortly after, twenty five 
more from Kewasso. Seo Sing, the son of Hurree, captured Fuitehpu* 
itself, the chief abode of the Knimkhanis, where he established him9elf. His 
son, Chand SinL r , founded Seekur, whose lineal descendant, Devi Sing, 
adopted Luchman Sirig, son of his near kinsman, tho Shaphura thdkoor. 
Tiie estates of Seekur were in admirable order when Luchman succeeded tn 
his uncle, wlmse policy was of the exterminating sort. Luchman improved 
upon it: and long before the acquired Khundaila, had demolished all the- 
ctistlr.j of hi’ inferior feud Atones, not even sparing that of Shabpura, t 0 
piece of his nativity;as well as Bilara, Buthotie, and Kasulli; and 
jdetoly did he allow the tics of adoption to supersede those of blood, 'f^^thes 
own fithor { referred exile, to living under a son who, covered wi 
turban of Sc kur/' forgot the author of his life, and retired'to J° c 
Luchman Sing has now a compact and improving countty* c 
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hundred towns and villages, yielding a revenue of eight lakhs of rupees. 
Desirous of transmitting his name to posterity, he erected the castle of 
Luchmangurh,* and has fortified many other strongholds, for the defence of 
.which he has formed a little army, which, in these regions, merits the title of 
regulars, consisting of eight battalions of aUigole, armed with matchlocks, 
with a brigade of guns to each battalion. He has besides an efficient cavalry; 
consisting of ono thousand horse, half of which are bargeers, or stipendiary ’ 
the other half jagheerdars, having lands assigned for their support! 
W dh such means, and with his ambition, there is very little doubt that, had, 
not the alliance ofhis liege lord of Amber with the English government put- a 
t °P predatory 'system, he would, by means of the same worthy allies 

>y h k so aid he obtained Khundailad* before this time have made himself 
supreme in Shekhavati. 

'"w n^ u ? brought to a conclusion the history of the princes of Khun- 
’• )|° 3 , a g lve a brief account of the other branches of the Shekhawuts, 
especially themosf powerful, the Sadhani. 

the divisio A ni f are descended from Bffijraj, the third son of Raesil, and in 
dencies i'!}!! ? ® Ir,0n ^st his seven sons, obtained Oodipoor and i.s depca- 

full chV « .J ra J ^ad a numerous issue, styled Bhojani, who arrogated their 
timo" r » r0 ° lm P or . iance in the infancy of the confederacy, and in process of 
some circumstance not related, perhaps the mere advantage of 
fedoratinn l ' !!v u 6 - keeame the rendezvous for the great council of the 
Sv t ral ‘ 18 : Stl11 ln the defile of Odipoor.* 

lands of Oodinoo. ’Yrn'K 3 u ¥ e( l ucnt to Bhojraj, Jugram succeeded to the 
with his father n • ° Uaa Six sons » ^ 1C eldest of whom, Sadhoo, quarrelled 
military fest-iv/l X S °^ 1 ° ceremoili a! connected with the celebration of oho 
fortunes abroad * Vt and fitting the paternal roof, sought ids 

Sadhani’wn- d* 4 ls time, almost all the tract new inhabited bv the 
Nawah ff X\ r v P enc * eu ^ 0l ) Futtehpoor (Jhoonjooiioo), tho residence of a 
To him aim . ai ]i fc dbe of Afghans, who held it as a fief of the empire, 

and con™ , ° r . e P aire ^ and was received wirh favours, and by his talents 

entire r ° Se ln con Adoration,.until he was eventually intrusted with the 

ulterior nd, S em eat °f affairs. There are two accounts of the mode ofhis 
no childU vanc ? men t : both may becorreet. One is, that the Nawab, having 
its oir/Kf X adopted young Sadhoo, and assigned to him Jhoenjobnoo and 
Tho *i ^ 0lir ] dependencies, which be retained on the Kaimkhani’s death, 
inc K' • a an< e l S ^vourable though equally probable account, is that, tech- 
0 e* 13 t__ UeDCe established, he hinted to his patron, that the township 
Vt ’ a ® prepared for his future residence, where he should enjoy a 


iv» . . ivi aj*.j lutvjio ireaiuenuo, wuere ne suouiu enjoy a 

^ Kuerit pensjon, as he intended to retain possession ofhis delegated authori 


i ( J ja ^^ Tlar, 6 lir h» or ‘‘tho castle of Luchninu,” situated upon a lofty mountain, was cwjci. 
11 ' * > * i ’ or ^ ^ 1S0G, though probably on the ruins of. une moro ancient fortress u 


studded wit h 


on ^ or A. D. 1S0C», though probably ua tne ruins vi some uivn; uuuiuut io 

till rnan ^ s a m 08 t extensive prospect, and is quite a beacon in that country, atu 
* j /• ^ ie town ifl built on tho model of Joy poor, with regular atreotu intorsectim; aavh 

6 jL ftwgipB in which (bore are many wealthy inorchautH, who enjoy nerlcot security, 

4 . * Rbundaila is said to have derived its name from the Khokur Rajpoot. Th .*J&hckur is 

cu mentioned in tho Bhutti Annals, whom 1 have supposed to bo ihe Ghukor, who wore 
Rhuudaila hag four thousand houses, and eighty villa-es dopoudont 

i rho aneient name of Oodipoor is said to be. Kuos; Iteonbdna throe thou ;\ud hon : v’ 
aiul has forty.ftvo villages attached tu it, divided into four purtious, 

§ Soe Yol. l j 5 p. 582. 
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} completely had he supplanted the Kaimkhaui, that he found himscdf 
utterly unable to make a party against the ungrateful Shekhawut, Ho 
therefore fled from Jhoonjoonoo to Futtehpoor, the other division of hie 
authority, or at least one of his own kin, who espoused his cause, and prepar¬ 
ed to expel the traitor from Jhoonjoonoo. Sadhoo, in this emergency, applied 
to his father, requesting him to call upon his brethren, as it was a common 
cause. The old chief, who, in' his son's success, forgave and forgot the conduct 
■which made him leave his roof, instantly addressed another son, then serving 
with his liege lord, the Mirza Raja Jey Sing, in the imperial army, to obtain 
f-itooour for him ; and some regular troops with guns were immediate^ des¬ 
patched to reinforce young Sadhoo and maintain his usurpation, which was 
accomplished, and moreover Futtehpoor was added to Jhoojoonoo. Sadhoo 
bestowed the former with its dependencies, equal in value to his own share, 
on his brother, for his timely aid, and both, according to previous stipulation, 
°.°Tced to acknowledge their obligations to the Raja by an annual tribute and. 
nuzz'-raiia on all lapses, as lord-paramount. Sadhoo soon after wrested Sing- 
hana containing one hundred and twenty-five villages, from another branch 
oftheKaimkhirnla; Sooltano, with its chourasi , or division of eighty four 
townships, from the Gor Rajpoots > and Keytri and its dependencies from the 
Tuars the descendants of the ancient emperors of Dellu ; so that, m process 
of time, he possessed himself of a territory comprising more than one thousand 
towns, and villages. Shortly before his death, he divided the conquered lands 

amongst his five sons, whose descendants, adopting his name as the patro¬ 
nymic, arc called Sadhani; viz. Zoorawur Sing, Kishen Sing, Kesun Sing, 

and Pahar Sing. , . . , , , , , . • 

Zoorawanr Sing, besides the paternal and original estates, had, in vir¬ 
tue of primogeniture, the town of Chokeri and its twelve subordinate villages, 
with all the other emblems of state, as the elephants, palkees, &c. ; and al¬ 
though the cupidity of the Keytri chief, the descendant of the second son, 
Kishen, has wrested the patrimony from the elder branch who has m,w ojj 
Chokeri, yet the distinctions of birth are never lost in those > 

the petty chief of Chokeri, with its twelve small townships ^looked upon as 
the ruperior of Abhe Sing, though the lord of 6ve hundred vi g - 

The descendants of the othtr* four sons, now the most distinguished of 

iho Sadhanie, are,* 

Abhe Sing of Keytri ; 

Shiam Sing oi Bussao ; 

Gyan Sing of Nowulgurh 

Shere Sing of Sooltano, 

Besides the patrimonies assigned to the five sons of Sadhoo he left tho 
dist ricts of Singhana, Jhoonjoonoo, and Soorujgurh (the ancient 

to be held in joint heirship by the junior members of his stock. 1 - 

w ith its one hundred and twenty five villages, has been usurped by * . 
Sine if Keytri, but the others still continue to be frittered away . 
feuchuious among this numerous and ever spreading frerage. _ 


- ft; if uyC bo homo in mind that thi.i was written in (814 
t KowuIkiuH contains fo"r Hiouaand i.ouseB, environc-cf by a 
ancient 1 .<♦ • ailed Roleani, whose old castlo in ruins is to tbe auutb- - ^ 
ioid\vav boi ween it and the town, built by Nowui Sing in b. 1$^# 01 


It on « 
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king haa assumed the same importance amongst the Sadhanis, 
mt Luehmafc Sing has amongst the Itaesilotes, and both by tho same 
means, crime, and usurpation. The Seekur chief has despoiled his senior 
branch of Khuiidaila; and the Keytri chief has not only despoiled the senior, 
but also the junior, of the five branches of Sadhoo. The transaction which 
produced the last result, whereby the descendant of Shere Sing lost Sooltano, 
is so peculiarly atrocious, that it is worth relating, as a proof to what lengths 
the Rajpoot will go “to get land.” 

Pahar Sing had an only son, named Bhopal, ivho being killed in an at¬ 
tempt on Loharoo, he adopted the younger son of his nephew, Bagh Sing of 
^eyfcri. On the death of his adopted father, the Sooltano chief, being too 
j cmng to undertake the management of his fiof in person, remained under t he 
paternal roof. It would appear as if this alienation of political rights could 
a so alienate affection and rupture all the ties of kindred, for this unnatural 
e !^ ri *ed hands in the blood of his own child, and annexed Sool- 
_ f °, * e ? trl Bufcthe monster grievously suffered for tho deed ; he be- 

-i , 10 sc ? n i °J h }9 kinsmen, “who spit at him and threw dust on his head” 

** r S3C !uded himself from the gaze of mankind. The wife of his bosom 
: a er glased to look upon him ; she managed the estates for her surviv-' 

a SOl V u ° P re9eu ^ Abhe Sing, During twelve years that Bagh Sing 
m ffi ? u never quitted his apartment in the castle of Keytri, until carried 
i to be burned, amidst the execrations and contempt of his kinsmen. 

‘Having made the reader sufficiently acquainted with'the 
g mea v ot tjo Sadhanis, as well as of the Raesilotes, wo shall concludo 
l'Vi * n ** notice of the Larkhanis, which term, translated, “the beloved 
orr b, i -accords with their occupation, as the most notorious in Rajpootana, 
***** a common infantine appellation,>meamng ‘beloved ; but whether the 
junct oi Kkan to this son Raesil, as well as to that of his younger. Tip,khan 
«;- U ° Wn P rln ^ es }> 011 ^ °f compliment £q some other Mooslom aint, 
xr 6 n0v y not. Larljian conquered his own appanage, Dantah Ramgurh, on 
til-. / » Ma^ar, then a dependency Of San\fchur. 'It is not unlikely 

this district fV. S 1 d 1 ^ uence afc court secured the possession to him, Besides, 
ships inclnHi ^ * iave , t ^ le tn l y V a °f Nasal, and altogether about eighty town- 

.«*•* Miirwar and 

community of >vo!£° m ^ un< ^ er their bounds. 1 The Larkhanis aro a 

these rprrioi.c, * y >er3 ’ *beir name, like Pindarri aud Kiazrik is held in 
huDdredhor J !Z Syn ° n Z mons with -freebooter/ and as they can 
lieire lord n->)V ’ „ lr ./ ai< ^ 8 J are rafc her .formidable, Sometimes their nominal 

SJ ° a ft UP , them for but being in 

itamgurh being a place of strength. lin.b 


( m a difficult country, and 
banl-nri length, they pay little regard to the call, unless 

Sfe* J IT he r : ler ? nar y such as Meet Khan, who eon- 

thousand ' rupces^ a ^ men * arreara tribute to the amount of tho twenty 

Revmics.-—We conclude this sketch with a rough statement of tho 
r^enuoa of shekavati, which might yield in peace and prosperity, nov for 
firat time beginning to beam upon them, from twenty five to thirty 
" - is m rupees ; but at present they fall much short of thik sum, and full 

one h^fofthe lands of tho confederation are held byihe chiefs of Seekur 
and Keytn?—» 


mmsr/fy 
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' Ftnpe6£, 

Luchman Sing, of Seekur, including Khundaila.. 8,00,00() 

Abhe Sing, of Keytri, including Kofc-Pootli, given by Lord 

Lake..... 6 , 00,000 

Shiam Sing of Bussio, including his brother Runjeet’s Share 

of 40 , 090 , {whom he killed)... € .. 1 , 90,000 

Oyan Sing of Nowulgurh, including Mundao, each fifty 

villages.....*. 70,000 

Luchman Sing, Mayndsir, the chief sub-infeudation of 

Ngwnlgurh.. 80,000 

Tacn and its lands, divided amongst the twenty-seven great 

grandsons of Zoorawur Sing, eldest son of Sadhoo. 1 , 00,000 

Oodipoor-vati . 1 , 00,000 

Munohurpur*..••... 80,000 

Larkhanis.*... 1,00,000 

Hur-ramjis.-. 40,000 

Girdhur-potas. 40,000 

Smaller estates.. 2,00 000 

Total ... 23 , 00 , 0(90 

The tribute established by Jeypoor is as follows:—• 

llnpees. 

Sadhanis.»...*. 2,00,000 

Khundaila. SOfiOO 

Futtehpur. . - 64,000 

Oodipodr and Bubhye. 22,000 

Kasuili....... r . 4,000 

Total ... 3,50,006 


Thus, supposing the revenues, as stated, at tvventy*three lakhs, to be 
near th<- truth, and the tribute at three and a-half, it would be an assess¬ 
ment of one-seventh of the whole, which is a fair proportion, and a 
measure of justice which the British Government would do well to 
imitate. 



* Tin Muiiohtirpoor chief m put to donth by Raja. J.iggnt Slug (vide Madam R, 
t.iurn.ii ..r \ n 1814 ) and his lands wore sequestrated and partitioned amongst 
federai'y : tin, . ause, hia inciting the Hahti* or UoUx (an epilhot ior the proselyto » 
pi-indor-r:' of Hhuttiana) to invade and plunder the country. 


























miSTffy 


CHAPTER vui:. 



<SL 


foe/lections.--Statistics of Amber .— Boundaries. — Extent.—Population ~ 

Number of townships.—Glassification of inhabitants .— Soil. — Husband¬ 
ry •— Products .— Revenues,-—Foreign army. —27*e feudal levies . 

We have thus developed the origin and progress of the Cucbwaha tribe, 
? 3 as i fcs scions of Shekhavati and Macherri. To some, at least, it may 
o r oemed no uninteresting object to trace in continuity the issue of a fugi* 
uomUmdual, spreading, in the course of eight hundred years, over a region 
n i eei J “ ousan d square miles; and to know that forty thousand of his 
i? Vn • 00c * have been niarshalled in the same field, defending, sword in 
eir country and their prince. The name of ‘countiy' carries with 
magical power in the mind of the Rajpoot. The name of his wife or his 
us less must never be mentioned at all, nor that of his country but with 
r spec , or his sword is instantly unsheathed. Of these facts, numerous 
ms anecs abound in these Annals; yet dues the ignorant purdesi (foreigner) 

tudohf thisTouatJy,^ “° indi 8 enous tcrraa either for patriotism or gruti- 

are bestTopT hf ant ^ ^ xten \- I'be boundaries of Amber and its dependencies 
Sauibhoor i-on/vif n T^ 1011 t ^ e M a P- Its greatest breadth lies between 
out on t'iP T- i f 1 ^.^ e Marwar frontier on the west, and the town of Sur- 
ri ;i’ i-i f antler, east. This line is one hundred and twenty British 
is nn« h 1 V V breadth from north to south, including Shekhavati* 

r Hmof Un /] le ^ el S^^ T * Its f° ri u is very irregular. We may, however, 
ji ^ ‘ sur ^°e of the parent state, Dhoondhar or Jcypoor, at nine 

hn nrl - VG hundred square miles, and Shekhavati at five thousand four 
p ; in all, fourteen .thousand nine hundred square miles, 
of fl 0 P n 'alion. It is difficult to determine with exactitude the amount 
cu , ld fi P°P u ^ a ^ 10n of this rogion ; but from the best information, one hundred 
\ y 30u / s to tho square mile would not be too great a proportion in 
K 1 -! ? nc ^ e ’gbty in Shekhavati ; giving an average of one hundred and 
^ venty tour to the united area, which consequently contains 185,670 ; and 
* on we consider the very great number of large towns in this region, it 

ia y not be above, but rather below, the truth. Dhoondhar, the parent, 
ountry, calculated to contain four thousand townships, exclusive of poor was r 
J! bamleta, and Shekhavati about half that number, of which Luchman 
of Seekur and Khundaiia, and Abbe Sing of Ke ytri, have each about 
VQ hundred, or the half of the lands of the federation. 

Glassification of Inhabitants. —Of this population, it is still more difficult 
classify its varied parts, although it may he asserted with confidence that 
the Rajpoots bear but a small ratio to the rest, whilst they may equal in 
oumber any individual class, except the aboriginal Mqenas, who, strange to 
aay ’ arc still the most numerous. The following arc the^ principal tribes 
a,)(1 the order in which they follow may be considered as indicative of their 


to 
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Ve numbers. I. Meenas ; 2, Rajpoots ; 3. Brahmins 
5. Jats ; 0. Dhakur, or Kirar (qu. Ciraia ?); 7. Goojurs. 

Meenas .—The Meenas are subdivided into no less than thirty-two 
distinct dans or classes, but it would extend too much the annals to this stato 
to distinguish them. Moreover, as they belong to every state in Rajwarra, 
we shall find a fitter occasion to give a general account of them. The 
immunities and privileges presented to the Meenas best attest the truth of 
the original induction of the exiled prince of Nurwar to the sovereign 7 
of Amber j and it is a curious fact, showing that such establishment muse 
have been owing to adoption, not conquest, that this event was commemo¬ 
rated on every installation by a Meena of Kalikho marking with his blood 
the teeka of sovereignty on the forehead of the prince. The blood was 
obtained by incision of the great toe, and though, like many other antiquated 
usages, this h.n fallen into desuetude here (as has the same mode of inaugura¬ 
tion of the Rauas by the Ondeva Bhiis), yet both in the one oase add in the 
other, there cannot bo more convincnig evidence that these now outcasts 
were originally the masters. The Meenas still enjoy the most confidential 
posts ab^Lit tho persons of the princes of Amber, having charge of the archi¬ 
ves and treasure in Jeygurh • they guard his person at night, and have that 
mo 3 t delicate of ail trusts, the charge of the rawula , or seraglio. In the 
earlier stages of Cuchwnha power, these their primitive subjects the whole 
insignia of state, as well as the person of the prince, committed to their trust; 
but presuming upou thi 3 privilege too far, when they insisted that, in leav¬ 
ing their bounds, he should leave these emblems, the nakarras and standards, 
with them, their pretentions were cancelled in their blood. The Meenas, 
Jats, a?-d Kirars, are the principal cultivators, many of them holding large 
estates 

Jats.— The Jats nearly equal to the Meenas in numbers, as well as in ex¬ 
tent of possessions, and are, as usual, the most industrious of all husbandmen. 

Brahmins .—Of Brahmins, following secular as well as sacred employment, 
there are mare in Amber than in any other state in Rajwarra ; from which 
we are not to conclude that her princes were more religious than theit* 
i ighbours, but on the contrary, that they were greater sinners. 

Rajpoots .—It 13 calculated that, even now, on an emergency, if a national 
war roused the patriotism of the Cuchwaha feudality, they could bring into 
ho field thirty thousand of their kin and clan or, to repeat their own em- 
* hatio pharse, “the sons of one father/’ which includes the Naroocas and the 
Ohio fa of the SJhekhawut federation. Although the Cuchwnhas, under their 
j pular princes, as Pujoon, Raja Maun, and the Mirja, have performed ex- 


brilliant as any other tribes, yet they do not now enjoy the same 
. ntation for courage as either tho Rah tores or Haras. This may be in 
p u t recounted for by the demoralization consequent upon their proximity to 
Mogui court, and their participation in all its enervating vices ; but.stil 
more b om the degradations they have suffered from the Mahrattas, an 
to which their western brethren have been less exposed. Every *® e ir1 ^ 
patriotic dr domestic, became corrupted wherever their pernicious influent* 

prevailed*. . . *| and 

S<n7, husbandry , products ,—Dhoondhar contains every variety of son, ^ 
be mure of and vubbee or autumnal and spring crops, are of nearly jAu 
'Auportano^ Of the former lajra predominates over jooar , and in the 
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/"over wheat. The other grains, pulses, and vegetables, reared ail over 
Hindusthan, are here produced in abundance, and require not to bo specified 
The sugar-cane used to bo cultivated to a very great extent, but partly from 
extrinsic causes, and still more from its holding out such an allurement to the 
renters, the husbandman has been compelled to curtail this lucrative branch 
of agriculture ; for although land fit for eek (cane) is let at four to six rupee: 
per beegha, sixty have been exacted before it was allowed to be reaped. 
Cotton of excellent quality is produced in considerable quantities in various 
districts, as are indigo and other dyes common to India. Neither dp the 
implements of husbandry or their application differ from those which have 
been described in this and various other works sufficiently well known. 

Farming system. —It is the practice in this state to farm its lands to the 
highest bidder; and the mode of farming is most pernicious to the interests 
of the slate and the cultivating classes, both of whom it must eve Anally 
impoverish. The farmers general are the Wealthy bankers and merchants, 
who make their offers for entire districts ; these they underlet in Ivjipge, or 
subdivisions, the holders of a village. With the profits of all these persons, the 
expenses attending collections, quartering of burkendasc$ } 01 armed police, 
are the poor Bhomias and Ryots saddled. Could they only know the point 
where exaction must stop, they would still have a stimuluus to activity ; 
but when the crops arc nearly got in, and all just demands satisfied, they 
suddenly hear that a new renter has been installed in the district, having 
ousted the holder by some ten or twenty thousand rupees, and at the precise 
moment when the last toils of the husbandman were near completion, 
he renter has no remedy; he may go and ‘'throw his turban at tho door of 
e palace and exclaimed llaja Sahobl' 9 till he is weary, or maiohcd 

0 . c htwaks chabootra, and perhaps fined for making a disturbance. 
Knowing, however, that there is little benefit to be derived from such a 
course, they generally submit, go through the whole accounts, make over 
tuo amount of the collections, and with the host of vultures in their train, 
^ 9* never unprepared for such charges, have been making the most of 
their ephemeral power by battening on the hard earnings of the peasantry, 
■/tire for this fresh band of harpies to pursue a like course. Nay it ia h\ 
Uom nncomraon for three different renters to come upon the same distrn t 
one season, or even the crop of one season, for five 01 ten thousand rupees, 
annulling the oxciting engagement, no matter how far advanced. Such 
^as the condition of this state: and when to these evils were supperadded 
J he factions called dind , or burrar , forced contributions to pay those armies 
0 .robbers who swept the lands, language cannot exaggerate the extent of 
imsory. The love of country must be powerful indeed which oan enchain 
^an to a land so misgoverned, so unprotected. 

Revenues. —It is always a difficulty to obtain any correct, account 
? the revenues of thvse states, which are ever fluctuating. We have now 
-Vlore us several schedules, both of past amt present reigns, all said to be 
popied from the archives, in which i. ame of every district, together with 
rent, town and transit duties, and other sources of income, are stated . 
but the details would afford little satisfaction, and doubtless the resign! 
authorities have access to the fountain head. Thfc revenues ot Dhoobdhar, 
nf every description, fiscal, feudal, and tributary or impost, are staled, i 
f °uiid numbers, at one crore of rupees, or about a million yf pounds sterliu 
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ill, estimating the difference of the price of tab<w<p # vnay be deemed 
equivalent to four times that sum in England. Since this estimate wa& 
made, (here have been great alienations of territory, and no less than, 
sixteen rich districts have been wrested from Amber by the Mahrattas, or 
her own rebel son, the Narooca chief of Macherri. 

The following is the schedule of alienations:— 


1 


1. Kamah 

2. Khori 

3. Pahari 

4». Kanti. 

5. Ookrodo. 

6. Pundapun. 

6. Gazi-ca thana. 

7. Ramjmra (kirda)... 

8. Gaonrie. 

9. Rinnie.. 

10. Purbainie... 

11. Mozpur Hursana.... 

12. Kanorb or Kanound* 

13. Narnol. 


Taken by General Perron, for bis master Sindia; 
since rented to the Jats, and retained by them. 


Seized by the Macherri Rao, 


Ik Kotpootlee. 


15. 

16. 


Tonk.. 

Eampura.... 


Taken by Do Boigne nnd given to 

. J Morteza Khan, Baraitch, confirmed 

in I hem by Lord Lake. 

Taken in the war of 1803-4, from the Mahrattas, 
and given by Lord Lake to Abhe Sing ol 
Keytri. 

Granted to Holcar by Raja Madhu Sing; con- 
firmed in sovereignty to Meer Khan by Lord 
Hastings. 

It must, however; be borne in mind, that almost all these alienated dis¬ 
tricts had but for a comparatively short period formed an integral portion of 
Dhoondhar, and that the major part were portions of the imperial 
domains, held in. jaedady or 'assignment/ by the princes of this country, la 
their capacity of lieutenants of the emperor. In Raja Prithwi Sings reign, 
about half a century ago, the rent-roll of Amber and her tributaries was 
seventy-seven lakhs: and in a very minute schedule formed in S. 1858 (ALL. 
1802), the last year of the reign of Raja Pratab Sing, they were estimated at 
s venty-nioe lakhs : an ample revenue, if well administered, for every object. 
Wo shall present the chief items which, form, the budget of ways and mean- 

of Amber. 7 £ 

Schedule of the revenues of Amb&)' for 8 ISoS ( A.D . 180l~d) y the year, oh 
Baja Juggut Sing’s accession . 

Kkalisa , or Fiscal land , 

Rupees. 

Managed by the^Raja, or rented...,... ... 20,55,009 

Beori t tlooka, expenses of the queen's household. 5,00,000 

Sagkd-posha, servants of the household... 3,00,000 

Muiiateift, and civil officers... 2,00,000 

J gheers for the Siliehposh, or men at arms. 1,50,000^ . 

Totai, .,.320f>000 • 

.~ lordii oC AmH'i 

* .tftou^rb vy;,. tho fief of Am^er Sing:, Kkflngarato, ouo of the twelve g rc 
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Brought over 

Jagheers to army, viz. ten battalions of infantry with 

oavalr y.•... 7,14.000 

Total Fiscal land. . 

Feudal lands (of Jeypoor Proper). . . 

Ooduk, or oharity lands, chiefly to Brahmins.. 

Dan and Mnuppa, or transit and impost duties, of the cavalry 
Cucherri, of the capital, includes town-duties fines contribu¬ 
tions, foe, &c.... 

Mint.•.•. . . 

Hoondi-bharra, insurance, and dues on bills of exchange. 

JJoujdan, or commandant of Amber (annual fine) .f.. 

Boujdari, or commandant of city Jeypoor. 

Uedaet. petty fines from the Cucherri, or hall of ’justice.....V..'. 
bubzi-mandi, vegetable market.. 

rQ , , , . T° ta l lakhs. 

Tribute... -s Rajawut and other feudatories ot Jeypoor* 30.000 
l,lvotrees of Haroutrf*... 20 000 


<§L 


Rupees 

3*0500,) 


39,19,000 

17,00.000 

10,00,000 

1,90,000 

• 2 , 1-'),000 
60,000 
00,000 
12,000 
8,000 
10,000 
3,000 

77,83,000 


Total Tribute. 4,00,000 

Add Tribute.•••. 4,00,000 

Grand Total.81,83.000 

Eajawu^amd H^rTIriK °°!T ect ’ and WG add there to the Shekhawut, 
tributary of Amt! t U “t th ° re ^ cnuee fiscal, feudal, commercial, and 
S v lakh! nf b u n ,e U , ggUfc Sin gcameto the throne, would exceed 
— -nemlv twie f half of which is Jehalsa, or appertaining to the Raja 

This sum J ?ers0aal re yenuo of any other prince in Rajwarra. 

the tieatVwaff khS i eatl ™ ated amount liable to the tribute, whom 

has to n'iv J 0 h!Til d Wlth Brit 1 lsh Government - and of which the rim 
this amount S mu ? 9 nnnt tally, and five sixteenths of all revenue surplus 
inequa t‘ * The °^ ervant rcader wil ! fail to ha struck with the vast 
dronestV the 8tates of the of the country, and these 

can <>„„“A- hmms,—-a point on which we have elsewhere treated :f nor 
Cuel , ln &. more powerful mark the utter prostration of intellect of the 
Itei. ' ^ P“ nCeS) *han their thus maintaining an indolent and baneful 
H 'p rC i to ^ a ^ en on the revenues which would support four thousand 
-'Ucnwaha cavaliers. With a proper application of her revenues, nnd 
riue^s like Raja Maun to lead a brave vassalage, they would have foiled all 

' e etiorts of the Mahrattas; but their own follies and vioes have been 
rneir ruin. 

t L Foreign army .—At the period (A. D. 1803) this schedule was formed of 
mV revenu . os . of Amber, she maintained a foreign army of thirteen thousand 
ten battalions of infantry with guns, a legion of four 

* Eurwarra, Kheerni, Sowar, Jsordoh, &c. &c. 

| Antordoh, Bulwun, aiul Indurgmrh. , 

•T Sice Dieuertfttion cm the Religious RaUblshmenU of Mow, vW. i, p, 479^ 
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' n d Kctyas, a crops of ulligoles for police duties and one of cavalry, 
seven hundred strong. With these, the regular contingent of feudal levies, 
amounting to about four thousand efficient horse, formed a force adequate 
to repel any insult; but when the kher, levee en muses, was called out, 
twenty thousand men, horse and foot, were ready to back the always 

embodied force. .. . , 

A detailed schedule of the feudal levies of Amber may diversity the dry 
details of these annals, obviate repetition, and present a perfect picture of a 
society of clanships. In this list we shall give precedence to the kotnbund, 
the "holders of the twelve great fiefs ( bara-lcotri ) of Amber. 

Schedule of the names and appanages of the twelve sons of Raja Pnthm Raja 
whose descendants from the bara-kotri, or twelve greatfiefs of Amber. 


Sen'sofPriilnviBej 


Names of Families. 


1. Ckuthuibhooj 


2. Knlllan. 

8, Kuthoo -... 

4. B&lbudhur 

5. Jagmui hirf 

son Khangar 

6. SoolLan.. 

7. Pnchaen 

. 

9 

10. Koombho. 

11. Soorufc. 

12. Bunboer... 


•y* 
ICaem., 


Chuthurbhojofce.. 


Kullianote. 

Nafckawut. 

Balbudburotc.. 


Khangaroto..^... 

Sooltauote-.. 

Puchacnste. 

Goorawut. 

Khoombaui. 

Khoombawut. 

Sheobtirrunpota. 
Bunbeorpoto. 


Names of Fiefs. 

Present Chiofs. 

1 

Revenues 

1 Personal 

Quotas. 

( Piuar and 
( Bliugroo.... ) 
Lotwarra. 

Bagli Sing. 

f) it n era Si Tl rr ,« 

18,000 

25,000 

1,15,000 

28,850 

25,000 

28 

47 

Chomoo . 

Kishen SiBg .... 
Kaim Sing. 

Prithwi Sing. . 

205 

Acherole. 

67 

Thod ree. 

40 


— 


Sambra. 

Sullee SiDg. 

17,700 

32 

Dboonee...... 

llao Chand Sim- 

70,000 

83 

lUia noL’lin. 

Puddum Sing.. 

21,535 

31 

Mahar.... 

RawutSurupSing 

27,538 

46 

Neendir..... • 

Rawut Hnr rising 

10.000 

19 

Ha 1 Irrt . 

Saroop Sing. 

19,000 

35 






t Will be remarked that the estates of these, the chief vwsals of Amber, 
i-e, with the exception of two, far inferior in value to those of the sixteen 


a; e, with the exception ot two, iar mienoi m T u i i;=+ „f«ll the, 

rroat chiefs of Mawar, or the eight of Manvar ; and a detailedHwt of a 1 th 
inferior feudatories of each ho tree, or clan, would shew that many of them 
ve e takes groatlr than those of their leaders: for instance, lushen hing o 
;“J g 4waris of a m, while Beni Sol of Somote the hgd of to 
bin rVafcha*vat), has only forty thousand: again, the chief ot Ball, haul 

i ,,t < ntv five thousand The representative of the eheobuminpou s 
In cSS to thousand, while the junior branch of Qooroh h» thirty 

his superior Of Acherole has not a third of this rental. The £> u _ 
prince, the turbulence or talents of indmdu^ls have caused these ^ ^ 
ties ; but, however disproportioned the gifts of fortune, the a ■ " h0 or ; g i n al 
always remains with the lineal descendant and representative 
{'of , . . f Anihor by 

We shall further illustrate this subject of the fcudahiaes o^. ^ 

inserting » list of ftli the clans, with the number ot 





















































ANNALS OF AMBER, 

of each, and the quotas they ought to furnish. At no remote period 
this was held to be correct, and will serve to give a good idea of the Ouch- v 
waha aristocracy. It was my intention to have given a detailed account of 
the subdivisions of each fief, their names, and those of their holders, but on 
reflexion, though they cost some diligence to obtain, they would have little 
interest for the general reader. 

Schedule of the Guchwaha clans - 9 the number of fiefs or estates in each ; their 
aggregate value, and quotas oj horse for each estate . 




Names of Clans, 


Number ot 
Fiefa in each 
Clanship or Clan. 


A ggr ate Aggregate 

Revenue. Quotas. 


12 * 


4f 


"Chuthurbhojofce 

Kullianote. 

Nathawut. 

Balbudherote. 
Khangarote.,. 
j Sooltanote... 

| Puchaenote 
Googawut. 
Khoombani.. 
Khoombautw... 
Seoburrunpota.. 
^Bunbeerpota.... 


f Rajawut... 

I Narooca. 

j Bhankawut.. 
LPurinmuIote., 


.t 



f Bhatti....,. 

| Chohan. 

j Birgoojur. 

j Chunderawut.... 

0^; J Sikerwar. 

’ Goojurs.. 

Bangras. 

Khettris. 

Brohrnins.... 

. Mueulman. 


6 

53,800 

92 

19 

2,45,19G 

422 

10 

2,20,800 

371 

2 

1,30,850 

157 

22 

4,02,800 

043 

3 

24,700 

45 

13 

1,67,900 

273 

2 

23,787 

35 

6 

40,738 

68 

3 

49,500 

73 

3 

2G.575 

48 

10 

1,98,137, 

392 

6 

91,009 

92 

4 

34,600 

53 

1 

10,000 

19 

4 

1,04,039 

205 

4 

30,500 

Cl 

6 

32,000 

58 

1 

14,000 

21 

2 

4,500 

8 

0 

15,308, 

30 

6 

2,91,105 

549 

4 

1,20,000 

281 

12 

3,12,000 

GOG 

9 

1,41,400 

274 


We shall conclude the annals of Amber with the names of a iew of tho 
Ancient towns, in which research may recover something of past days. 


* The first! twelve are tho Bara-kotrls, or twelve great fiefs of Amber. + i ho no'it ./mtr 
ttrc ' of tho Guohwaba stock, but not reckoned amongst the Kotribv.ndo. 4- The last ter, aro 
foreign chieftains, of various tribes and classes. 

No doubt groat changes have taken place since this list was formed,.especially amongst Ghe. 
umreouary Putt^cis, or Jaghccrdarn. The quotas aro also irregular, though tho qualification 
Pf ft Cftvalier in this /jtftte is rVokonod at five hundred rupees of income. 
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^ ^*pfora —Nine coss east of Deonsih ; built by Mordhuj, a Ohohan Raja, 
Abhanair — Three coss east of Laisont j very ancient, capital of a Cho- 
han sovereignty. 

B hangurk —Fivo coss from Tholai; the ruins of an ancient town and 
castle in the hills, built by the old princes of Dhoondhar, prior to the Cuch- 


wahas. 

Amurgurh —Three co^s from Kooshalgurh ; built by the Nagvansa. 

Sir at —Three coss from Bussye in Maclierri, attributed to the Pandus. 

Patun and Qanipur —Both erected by the ancient Tuar kings of Delhi* 

KLurar f or Khandar —Near Rinthumbor. 

Ootgeer —On the Chumbul. 

Amber 3 or Amb-Keswui\ a title of Siva, whose symbol is in the centre 
of a cnond or tan in the middle of the old town. The water covers half the 
Ungam ; and a prophecy prevails, that when it is entirely submerged, the 
stu’e of Amber will perish! There are inscriptions. 


ANNALS OF HARAVATI. 


CHAPTER I. 


fJaravati defined,—Fabulous origin of the Agnicula races .-—Mount Aboo* 
—The Ghokans obtain Macavati 9 Qolconda, and the Konhan. Found 
Ajmere, — Ajipal.—Manik Rae.—First Islamite invasion. A j mere 
taken .—S ambhur founded; its salt lake.—Offspring of Manik Rae.—lbs- 
tallishment in Rajpootana.—Contests with the ilahomedans . -B eelundeO 
of Ajmere; Goga Chohan of Meheva , both slain by Mahmoud.—Beesuk • 
deo Generalissimo of the Rajpoot nations ; his period fixed ; his colum , 
at Delhi; his alliance—Origin of the Hara tribe.—Anuraj obtains A sin 
—dispossessed.—Ishtpal obtains A ser.—Rao Hamir.—Rao Chund slain. 
—Aser taken by Alla-o-din.—Prince Rainsi escapes to Gheetore; settles . 
at VJiynsrovy in Mewar.—His son Kolun declared lord of the Pathar. 
Haravatt, or Harouti, ‘the country of the Haras, 5 comprehends two 
principalities, viz. Kotah and Boondi. j. he Chumbul intersect- 
territory of the Hara race, and now serves as their boundary, although on y 
three centuries have elapsed since the younger branch separated trom a . 

became independent of Boondi nucha 

Tho tiara is the most important of the twenty four Ohonan • 
being descended from Anuraj, the son of Manik Rae, king o '1 * 

* n S. 741 (A I> 085) sustained the first shock of th#ffslao*te 






KOONDt. 
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^ e ha> T o already sketched the pedigree of the Cholnns,* one of the most 
strious of the “thjrfcy-?ix royal races” of India.j* We must, however, 
ln pl'} co > enter into the somewhat more fully; and in doing so, wo 
must not (1 iso ird even the fibleg of their origin, which will at least demons¬ 
trate that the humxn un ierst mding has b3en similarly constructed in all 
ages and countries, before the thick veil of ignorance and superstition was 
withdrawn from it So scanty are the remote records of the Chohans, that 
it would savour of affectation to attempt a division of the periods of their 
history, or the improbable, the probable, and the certain. Of the fi.st-two, 
a separation would be impracticable, and we cannot trace the latter beyond 
<he seventh century. 

“When the impieties of the kings of the warrior race drew' upon th-mi 
lQ vengeance of Pursiraraa, was twenty-one times extirpated that race. 


some, in o der to save th 


ur 


■ i vi n lives, called themselves bards; others assumed 

'tf*' j ° .' v . 0llon > anc ^ th ,is the singh (horn) of the Rypoofcs was pres rved 

n t\ u ( °? l . ni0n was assigned to the Brahmins Too im >ioiis avarice of 

•iriua ,u . ,,a,0f the racG > kin S of Miheswar on the Norbu Ida, 
provoked the last war, having slain the father of Pursarama. 

, uti * 8 tho chi if weapon of the Brahmin is his curse or blessing, 

, \ a .f isom ois soon ensued trom the want of the strong arm* Ignorance 
mu in v c it} spread over the land ; the s\ored bjoks were trampled under 

' U ] [ ,l?M mAn ^ 1 ' , d had no refuge from the monstrous broody In this 

! . lsvvam Jtra, the instructor in arms§ of Bhagvvan, revolved w ithin 

X, 7or ihil ’ r! / ,> deternUned n P° D - tho ro-rroation of (ho Chetri Ho 
/ , ’ • , L - ^ninmit of Mount Aboo,!i where dwell the hermits and 
aS i-ho h'K] " R r1 ?°«9tantly occupied in the duties of religion 
c , lr u g } fk lrier thmr complaints even to the Vhwr samudra (sea of 

(emblem nf* ^ aw T ^ 8 ^? tkcr Creation floating upon the hydra 

and tlipv desired them to regenerate the warrior race, 

all thfl ir f' • .*? Mount Aboo idra, Bratnha, Roodra, Vishnu, and 

lustrV ] in their train. The fire-fountain ( anuicoond) was 

afioi o nrlV 1 ^ a ^ cra °^'he Ganges, expiatory rites were performed, and 
wo k n ' racCo( \ ^bate, ifc^ was resolved that Indra should initiate the 
he gnri Having formed an image ( pootli ) of the durba grass, 

Thence n ^ ^ a ^ er hfo, nnd threw it into the fire-fountain. 

f ( ., llr j n P ron °uncing the sanjivctn mantra (incantation to give life"), a 
exebn ' mv v emerged from the flame, bearing in the right hand a mace, and 
jW ; r U , 11, j^u ¥ ( } r 1 mar •'* .( g l a y» slay). He was called Pramar; and Aboo, 
' LtIarl Oojein were assigned to him as a territory. 


I s A ee Vol, i, p , 9i. 

^ccMTlinrr to Herodotus, tho Scythio '. icce enumerated eight races with the oj>'; 11 ? f oj 
'tile p*- ^ tra b° mentions ono of tho tribes of tho Thyasagetro as boastinp; the tiUo of JUsilii. 
ohe* ' l .^ oots assorfc that in ancient times they only enumerated oight royal tj-clvun or brnn- 
Pi«a-L l2 ‘ Surya, Soma, Sya or Aswa (qu. Asi ?) Nima. and the four tribes of Agnivanss, 

* lamara, Purihav*. Solanki, aurl Choban. 

R Abu]^ g^atoa that the Tatars or Scythians wore divided into six grand families. Tho 
JI o*it t ftve maiataiued these ideas, originally brought from tho Osau 
the i r » * iH l ‘"° hard says, Dytes, Asuras, and* Da no os, or demon* and infidels, as they stylo 
nao-Scythic tribes from the north-west, who paid no rosnoefc to the Brahmins. 

9 Awad-gurn. 

|| My latit pilgrimage waff to Aboo. ; 
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^. ; .^jafaiima was then entreated to frame ono from his own essence 
He in: le an image, threw it into tho pit, whence issued a figure armed with 
a sword (Wharya) in one hand, with the vecla in tho other, and a zunoo round 
his neck. He was named Chalook or Solan ki, and Anhulpur Patun was 

appropriated to him. it , f 

“Roodra formed tho third. The image was sprinkled with the water ot 
the Ganges and on tho incantation being read, a black illfavoured figure 
arose, armed with the dlianoos or bow. As his foot slipped when sent 
against the demons, he was called Purihar, and placed as the poleoh ,, or 
guaidian of the gates. He had the nonanrjul marusthali, or ‘nine habita¬ 
tions of the desert,’assigned to him. . . ,, ( 

‘The fourth was formed by Vishnu ; when an image like himsch lour - 
armed, each having a separate weapon, issued from the flamas, and was 
thence styled Ohaturbhooja Ghau han, or tho four-armed, due £ 
bestowed their blessing upon him, and Macavati-nayari as a territory, ouen 
,vas the name of Gurea-Mundilla in the Dwapur, or silver age. 

“The Dytes were watching the rites, and two of their leaders wore close 
+o the fir- fountain : but ihe work of regeneration being over, the new-born 
warriors were sent against tho infidels, when a desperate encounter ensued. 
But as fast as the blood of tho demons was shed, young demons arose> ; w e 
ihe four tutelary divinities, attendant on each newly-created race, drar k 1 
the blood, and thus stopped the multiplication of evil. These were 
Asapurana, of the Chohan. 

Gajun Mata,.Purihar. 

Keonj Mata,.Solanki, 

SanchairMala,--•‘••Pramara. 

“When tho Dytes were slain, shouts of joy rent the sky ; ambrosial 
showers were shed from heaven ; and the gods drove their cars {vahan) about 
the firmament, exulting at the victory thus achieved. , h , 

"Of all tho thirty-six royal races (s;tys Chund, the gieat bai ^ 

Chohans). the Ayniculo is the greatest: the rest were bora ot woman , 
were created by the Brahmins !*—Gotr-acharya of the Ghohans, ® 

Veda, Somvansa Madhooni sacha, Vacha gotra, panch purwui ju 
Laktuneari nckas. Chandrabhaga Nadi, Brigooneshan Amba^ 

B „1 n Putra, Kal-Bhiroo, Aboo Achileswar Muhadeo Ghatur-bhoj 

[ haidn n. ^ ^ tt j a grand convocation of the gods on Mount Aboo to 
regr uerite the warrior race of Hind, and to incite them against i 0 p 

races who had spread over the land,” is dated so far back as the openu g ^ 

!’ -coond age of the Hindus : a point which we aha l not dispute, 

shall wo throw a doubt upon the chronicles which claim Prince be , j 

the great .heroes of tho Mahabharat, as an intermediate link hetwee A 

Chohan and Satpati, who founded Macavati, and conquered the 

while another son called Tuntur Pal, conquered Aser and Gow ^. 
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Qtvonda), planted bis garrisons in every region, and nine hundred elephants 
to carry puckals, or water-skins. 

Let us here pause for a moment before wc proceed with the chronicle, 
and inquire who were these warriors, thus regenerated to fight the battles 
of Brahmin ism, and brought within the paic of their faith '? They must have 
bee n either the aboriginal debased classes, raised to moral importance b}- {ho 
ministers of the pervading religion, or foreign races who had obtained a 
footin g amongst them. The contrasted physical appearance of the respective 
races will deside this question. The aborigines are dark, diminutive, and 
ill favoured ; the agniculas are of good Stature, and fair, with prominent 
features, like those of the Parthian kings. The ideas which pervade their 
i artial poetry are sudh as were held by the Scythian in distant ages, and 
which even Brahminism has failed to eradicate ; while the tumuli , contain¬ 
ing a'h'* *s and arms, discovered throughout India, especially in the south 
•■ooui Gowalcoond, where the Chohans held sway, indicate the nomadic 
warrior of the north as the proselyte of Mount Aboo. 

Of the four Agnicula races, the Chohans were the first who obtained 
extensive dominion. The almost universal power of the Pramaras is prover- 
> ai ; but the wide sway possessed by the Chohans can only be discovered 
with difficulty. Their glory was on the wane when that of the Pramaras 
v-as in the zenith ; and if we may credit the last great bard of the Rajpoots, 
the Chohans held in eipite of the Pramaras of Tclingana, in the eighth 
eentui y of V lcrama, though the name of Prithwiraj threw a parting ray of 

sp UK °ur upon the whole line of his ancestry, even to the fire-fountain on 
the summit of classic Aboo. 

• The facts to be gieaned in the early page of the chronicle are contained 
i s ? nzas > w llc k proclaim the possession of paramount power, though 
probably of no lengthened duration. The line of the Nerbudda, from Maca- 
a 1; °‘ M*ciiouti, to Maheswar, was their primitive seat of sovereignty, 
compiehendmg all the tracts in its vicinity both north and south. Thence 
r » -multiplied they spread over the peninsula, possessing Mandoo, Aser r 
->oiconda, and the Konknn ; while to the north, they stretched even to the 
clominio S ^ an S es * The following is the bard’s picturo of the Chohan 

brom The seat of government ( rajasthcin ) Macaouti, the oath of 
^ legiance (an) resounded in fifty-two castles. The land of Tatba, Lahore, 
Mooltan, Pesbore,* the Chohan in his might arose and conquered even to 
the hills of Bhadri. The infidels (asuras) flod, and allegiance was proclaimed* 
^0 Delhi and Cabul, while the country of Nepal he bestowed on the 
Mallani.f Crowned with the blessing of the gods, he returned to Macaouti/’ 
It Ins already been observed,"that Macaoufci-Nugari was the ancient 


J’hc Mahomedan writers confirm this account, for in their earliest recorded invasion, iu 

• iJ - 148, the princes of Lahore end Ajtaerc said to be of the same family, are the pvoafc 
•pponcats of Islam, and combated its advance in fields west of the Indus. Wc know beyond 
U d0 5 bfc Ajrncre was theu chief seat of Chohan power. 

’ Hie dallani ie (or rather was) odo of the Chohan Sacha*, and may be the Mufti v, iu> 
l ‘Ppose,i Alexnndor at the confluent arms < : the Indus. The tribe is extinct and Was go Htfcto 
i-nown even five centuries ayo, that a prince of Boondi. of the Hava tribe, intermarried with 
^ •‘ ullani, the book of gonvu logical afilriitlcB not indicating he? being within the prohibited 
. on A move skilful bnrd pointed cut tho incestuous oymwoliv 11 / /when diverge and 
cnatied, I ido page 2t>7 - 
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frig but the enthusiasm of religious frenzy could have induced a band to 
ci’oss the desert in order to punish this insult to the new hath. 

Whatever were the means, however, by which Ajmere was captured, 
and Doola Rac slain, the importance of the event has bsen deeply imprinted 
on the Ohohans ; who, in remembrance of it, deified t he youthful heir of 
_Ajmere : “Lot putra” is still the most conspicuous of the Chohan penutee. 
The day on whii h he was killed is sanctified, ami his effigy then receives 
divine honours from all who have the name of Gholnai. Ihven the anklet of 
bell- which he \yore has become an object of veneration, and is forbidden to 
be used by the children of this race. 

Ofth# house of Doola Rae of Chohan race, Lot Deo, the heir-apparo- y 
by the decree of Siva, on Monday the 12th of the month ofJeyt, went 0‘ 

”° a Manik Rae, the uncle of the youth (pttlrai), (who is still the object 

of general homage, especially of the Chohan fair), upon the occupation of 
Ajmore, retired upon Snmbhur, which event another couplet fixes, us we 
Lave said, in S. 741* Here the bard has recourse to cele.-tial interposition 
in order to support Manik Rae in his adversity. The goddess Sacambhari 
appears to him, while seeking shelter from tho pursuit of this merciless loe, 
bids him establish himself in the spot where she manifested herself guaran- 
teoing to him the possession of all the ground lie could encompass with ins 
horse on that day; but commanded him not to look back unti 1 ho bad 
returned to the spot where ho left her. He commenced the circuit, with 
what he deemed his steed emild accomplish, but forgetting the injunction, ho 
was surprised to see the whole space covered as with a sheet. This was the 
desiccated sirr, or salt-lake, which he named after his patroness Sacambhari, 
whose statue still exists on a small island in the Lake, now corrupted tc 

However, jejune these legends of the first days of Chohan power they 
suffice to mark with exactness their locality ; and the importance fMacne 
i ■, this settlement is manifested in the little of “Sambhri Rao, main a 1 
by Pritlnvi Raj, the descendant of Manik Rae even when emperor o 

northern fpdia p 

Manik Sue, whom we may consider as the founder of the UnSmans 
th ; north, recovered Ajmere. He had a numerous progeny, who establish ca 
ra iny petty dynasties throughout Western Rajwaira. giving birth to various- 
tribe which are spread even to the Indus. Ih Kbecchieyf" the Hata, i c 
Mobil, Nurbhana‘Badoroa, Bhowreeha, Dhunairea, and Bagrecha, arc>»* 
descended from him. The Khc-chies were published in the remote Do ab-n, 
called iSiude-Sagur, comprising all the tr.mt between the Behut ancUtio 
Binde, a space of sixty eight cos3, whose capital was KeechpuePatun. ado 
H aras obtained or founded Asi [Ifansi) in Heriana-; while another trio 


“ 8(n,irai t s<xih soh cktahts 
s: Alalv.t bali 6cs 
**f3a vtbknr ay a ti/ti jmr-vs 
t( Manik Rae, Nur-cJ* 


’ll WlillM* 

Jplie-j, -d 


Manik Rae , Nur-os , . r.— rjy 

luKonption oo the pflhu* at Feroz Shah’s palace at Delhi, belonging to ^ 
tho word uurawbhari oocun. (- we metg Mny iugeiuWS CODjCCtUieb p 


C'-jIcbi’Otiltc, and Colons? YVil.Vd, 
vd K'wtvh ifcvtv by JLHvhor, 
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- - Gurra Mundilla, whoso princes for ages continued the surname of 

Pal, indicative, it is recorded by tradition cf their nomadic oceupaiion. 
The Aheers, who occupied all Central India, and have left in one nook 



~ - , ---... 1-otA.iyaoucu UJ me litlS U1 i. tli IS, 

and could we master the still unknown characters appertaining to the early 
colonists of Indit, more light would be thrown 1 on the histrov of the 
Chohans.* 

A scion from Macaouti, named Ajipal, established himself at Ajmere,f 
and erected its castle of Tarragurh. The name of Ajipal is one of the moat 
conspicuous that tradition has preserved, and is always followed by the 
epithet of cliuVwa, or universal potentate, llis era must ever remain doubt- 
tul, unless as already observed, we should master the characters sidd to 
ic on . to this race, and which are still extant, both on stone and on copper.}. 
p I 7‘ li . w £ a j; cause is not stated (most probably a failure of lineal issue), 

1 , 1 1 uhar was brought from Macaouti to Ajmere. By a single wife 
[ - V 8 ani y was the n unknown to these races', ho had twenty-four sons, 

> ’ Vn&Vy peopled these regions one of whose descendants, Manik Rae. 
was lord ot Apncre and Sambhur, in the year S. 741, or A. D. G85. 
n . .• u ■}. °f Aiaiiik Rae, the history of the Chohan emtrges from 
, a ^j a " d although the bard does not subsequently entertain 
hcror.s fn t tW -°,f ntla I mformaiion, we can trace his subject, and see his 
twelve bun .1 1 011 r upon the uncertain stage, throughout a period of 

il* \ hiS 0ra i A - ?* m that 0 Rajpoot an a was 
Manik Rae tboftT , a”?’ bein 8 the sixty-third year of the. Hejira, 
child named f ,< !l UCG ° Ajmere, was slain by the'.4suras, and his only 
arrow S n U v ?V In ant of <*ven years of age, w,as killed by an 
have been hoy, battlements (kawyras). The invasion is said to 

missionary vlrfPA 1 ™*^ 6 tbc ill-treatment of an Islamite 
like an entpmri 6 ai1 Ah though the complexion of the event is n.ore 
comlemnedTnYn 6 religious enthusiasm. The missionary being 

gave evidpnp i ° G disjointed member flew to Mecca/’ and 

; ii35uiaed a ^ ainSt e ^ a iP 00fc idolater j when a force was prepared, 
and mV caravan borsc-morchants, which surprised and slew Doola 
p u •. ‘ SOl b obtained possession of Gurh-beetli, the citadel, 

the Cali I n iS transaction, its truth is substantiated by ihe fact, that 
Abul a! 1 Umar this very time sent an army to Sinde, whose commander, 

_ ' r L s > ' vas s ‘ ain iu an attempt on the ancient capital, Alorc. StH 


*nd Rhd 


• * 1 towns contain remains of antiquity, especially in the district of Dirp, Uhojpoui 


sunerh It?' Twenty years , in ono of m v juawn 
P '• coluuJn stands at the junction ofits '(.tfo str 


■ - ”l 
Tin, whom si* 


'•> j, I p^sed th$ ruin of /vivim, wnmv 
and iq &t,alKls ar * uie junction of its t\7o strea It is about thirty foot, in height 

has, ,jf H OU “ te 1 b r a human (isnre, having a i lorv . - s • i his h«ad, a cole.-- .1 bull is at th, 
copy eke column, I toot a drawing of it to Mr. < dcbcool 


Can 


: I Illy a uuvt- u cv.'.i i . .10 vno 

ilcluooko at the iimo, but po-iaoss no 

-fit M Jji-mcrn nd Aji-dooiy the invincible hill op invincible" 

•UDnoin..! , . l tl011 » however, says that the name of this renowned abode, tho key of 


POoin.ir • 3 ' 11 , vur ’ that the name of tins renownei 

hei-ii. * : ' 1, 18 . ve<? irom t] \ v J- iuibbi pi jfRPiiion of ti>o young Chohan, who was a-oat- 

*.»1'U U . -;; 8 —ning‘ago^ m vSanykriu; still roi'oriing to tho o»-igiual pastoral oconputiuu 

I obtamo.l Alm.Ni .* t,..,., . • -- a.,. Bac . , im lnd0 . Scy . 

on tin.- other. 


ti lS - r./ i ‘i ^iiicd at Ajmoi'e and at Poshkur several very valuable medals, Bac 
> * uc i Uidu. haviuy tho auoii.ut Pau ou ono sich . and the oiHgy of f\ horse 
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Uowalcooiid the celebrated Golconda, now Hydrabad, and when thence 
expelled regained Aser. The Mohils Imd the tracts round Nagore* I he 
Bhadoreaf had an appanage on the Chtimbul, in a tract which bears thcii 
name and is still subject to them. The Dhunaireas settled at Shahabad, 
which by a singular fatality has at length come into the possession of the 
Haras of Kotah. Another branch fixed at Nadole, but never changed the 

name of Chohan.f , _ 1 

Manv chieftainships wore scattered over the desert, either trusting to 
their lances to maintain their indipendence, or holding of superiors; but a 
notice of them, however interesting, would here, perhaps, be out of place. 
Eleven princes are enumerated in the Jaega’s catalogue, from Mamk Itac to 
Beorildeo, a name of the highest celebrity in the Rajpoot annals, and a 
landmark to various authorities, who otherwise have little in common 
even in their genealogies, which 1 pass over in a donee, with the exception of 
the intermediate name of Hursraj* common to the Ilamir llasa asiwelt as 
the 3 list. The authority of Hursraj Btretched along the Aravalli 

mountains to Aboo, and east of the Chumbul. lie ruled from S. 812 to 827 
(A. H. 188 to 153), and fell in battle agamst the Asuras, having attained 
the title wrdhan. Feriahta says, that in A. II. 143. the Mooblema 

greatly increased, when issuing from their hills they obtamedpossesmon^ 
Kirman, Poahore, and all the lands adjacent; and that the Raja of Lahore, 

who was of the family of the Raja of , A -j"“«**’ «** nf^Ghof and 
these Afghans, who were reinforced by the tribes of Ghilij. of ’ 

Caubu), just became proselytes to Islam, f and he adds, that dunn 0 


* In thr annals of Marwar it will bo shewn, that the Rah tores conquered or* 

V; n ,/■,«"/ rtW Kernent’fl castle ) ‘ from the Mobile, who held fourteen hundred and foiby 

nam.M.f mpt„t on their Battlements, that I am omivinced all were of the UK « t * hejr 
Ka^vansa n-o from Uacndwipa. who, six contones autwi.a to \ mrauia - , ““j lity 

leadoj Srhosnaga, conquered India, and whose era must ho the hnu- o ^ it s, rip 

+ The import audB of Nadole was oouiidentble, and w M\y attested b exiting 
lions as well as by the domestic chroniolc. Midway from^the fo «^ er i successfully, 

toils doc'truRtiOn in the twelfth, was Rao Lakhan, who m S, 1039 (A.U. M). ** 
co i- d vvith the princes of Nehrvulla. 

” Swfiiedh dos sell onehalees 
’< Bar nkhouta , Patwn pyla pol 
“ Ban Chohan ty/avi 
“ Me war Bhmni % Jind bhurri 
“ Tie bar Itao Lanhnv tfotppi 
“ Jo drumba, so kurri" 

ally ” Iu 8. 1039, at the father gate of the city of Patau, the Chohan oulected the 
commercial duties (dan). He took tribute from the lord of Me war-, and performed whatever 

ho had a mind to. ” , . . „ -vr...lnlo 

Lalthuu drew upon him the arms of Soobektogin, and his son Mahmoud, when JtadoW 
Us consequence ; its temples jpore thrown down, When fb ess wns uM*P i • 
kd. But it had recover, d much of its power, and even sent forth several bi;anohes, J »m a 
le.’l undm- Aihv-o.din in the thirteenth century. On the Huai conquest ot India by - f 

ihc prinoe of NotUe appears to have effected a cjinpromiso, and to have become a v b 
the empire. This Cn j »urc arises from the .singularity oi its currency, w ndi rctm > f ,. h0 
n.no »ddo the namc& in jSauscrit of its indigeu jus princes, and on the ot iei 

COhqiihfur. Urn chroniidr. 

* Burmin and Beoiv Raj were sons of Aji-pal, king of Ajmero, according o mo Lhllgt; 
+ Thin j» a very important admission of i V:* ; «h<a, concerning the prooi lyn-‘«‘^ y ^ lv uot 

fcrihtv and confirms my hyp thesis, that the Aip. aue mo converted %/<•«•■ ' ! , 0 convert it 

'¥a/tituu. or I"ws j hr. Gori# also a well-known Rajpoot tribo : and they bwci v > . 


mate of the BhutLis* 
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seventy battles were fought with success; or, to use the historian’. 0 
own words, “in which Sepahi sirmah (General Frost) was victorious over the 
infidel, but who returned when the cold season was passed with fresh force. 
The armies met between Kirman and Peshawer • sometimes the infidel 
(Rajpoot) carried the war to the Kohisian , ‘mountainous regions/ and drove 
the Moosulmauns before him • sometimes the Moosulmanus. obtaining re¬ 
inforcements, drove the infidel by fights of arrows to their own borders’ 
to which they always retired when the torrents swelled the Nilab (, Indus). \ 
Whi ther the Raja of Ajmere personally engaged in these distant 
combats the chronicle says riot. According to the Bamir Rasa, Hursraj 
was succeeded by Doojgun-deo, whose advanced post was Bhutnair, and who 
overcame Nasiroo-din, from whom he captured twelve hundred horse, and 
hence bore the epithet of Sultan Graha , or ‘King-seizer.’ Nasir-oo din was 
the tide of the celebrated Soobektcgin repeatedly invaded India during the 
fifteen years’ reign of his predecessor Aliptegin. 

Passing over the intermediate reigns, each of which is marked by some 
meagre and unsatisfactory details of battles with the Islamite, we arrive an 
eesndeo. I he father of this prince, according to the Hara genealogists, 
W ^ s b er ma Guj, apparently a title,—‘in faith like an elephant/—as in 
i eJaegas list, is Beer Beclundeo, confirmed by the inscription on the 
numphal column at Delhi. The last of Mahmood’s invasions occurred 
curing tpe reign of Ueelundeo, who, at the expense of his life, had the glory 


«■* ww w ora a to commemorate a unonan, wuo 

of 5f ah mood into^ndi^ that °* ^ his kin ’ by his dceda in thc first P aHS:1 ^' 0 

T-Ta ! °i ia , n wa5 the son of Vacha Raja, a name of some cole In ity. 

R,,J.r ewh0le , of J^We. ortho forest lands from the Sutlej to 
on ft> na q 3 1? ca Hed Mehera, or, as pronounced ,Goga ca Muiri, was 

. i °/ 11 0 J‘ defending this he fell, with forty-five sons and sixty 

S ,l an ^i ^ ^ occure< ^ 0n Sunday (Rubhar), thc ninth (nomee) of tho 

that day ia held sacred to the manes of Goga by the “thirty-six 


of 


chqwuTk A . sacred to the manes of Goga by the "thutv-s 
throughout Rajpootana, but .especially in the desert, a portion 
j c yet called Gogadeo ca tlul. Even his steed, JavadiaX has been 
Rq .- r ^ed, and has become a favourite name for a wav horse throughout 
ih :^°. w ^ose flighty men swear “by thasara of Goga,” for maintaining 
6 %poot fame when Mahmood crossed the ~ 


Sutlej. 


direct 


1 his wag probably the last of Mahmood’s invasions, when he marched 

•f. H f 1 J _ 1 1 . i t -r~m- .. 111 * 1 • 1 


Slooltan through the desert. He attacked Ajmere, 


liioh 


wine 


was 


fho classical mode of writing tho name of Eeesildeo. 



adn • e . V *J ftS / aTa( fi u - Though a lamb in disposition, when mounted, he was a piece of tiro. au<C 
, ^ broken in to nil tho mani'go. exorcise. A more perfect animal never t \i to I. Tho 

tijti 10 f h^Ugbt him, wi’ h another (A/t>f/-raj), ft’om Oncfipoor to tho ocean, intending; to bring 
fei.v 'i? 1Oni0; ,:> 11 f t,V. gn’.y he gave to a friend, and fearful of the voyage. ho scnc Javadiu back 
Jit t "' l *}drmi miles to civ* Ratm, requesting “he might be the lirat worshiped on the annual mi* 
y tuHtWal ^ request which hv doubts not was complied >Vith. 
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tJTicd, and the country around given up to devastation and plun 
The citadel Gurh-Bactli, 'however, held out, and Mahomed was foiled, 
wounded, and obliged to retreat by Nadole,* another Chohan possession 
which he sacked, and then proceeded to Nehrwalla, which he captured. 
His barbarities promoted a coalition, which, by compelling him to inarch 
through the western deserts to gain the valley of Sinde, had nearly proved 

fatal to his army. _ , , 

The exploits of Becsildco from one of the books of Cnuncl the bard. 
The date assigned to Beesildeo in the Rasa (S. 921) is interpolated—a vice 
not uncommon with the Rajpoot bard, whose periods acquire verification 
from less mutable materials Lii^n those out of which he weaves his song. i 

Clmnd gives an animated picture of the levy of the Rajpoot chivalry, 
which assembled under Becsildeo, who, as the champion of the Hindu faith, 
was chosen to lead its warriors against the Islamite invader. The Ghalook 
kins'of Anhulwarra alone refused to join the confederation, and in teim3 
which drew upon him the vengeance of the Chohan. A literal translation ot 
tho passago may be interesting:— . t 

“To the Coclwal Jait, the prince entrusted Ajmere, saying, on jour 
fealty I depend whore can this Chalook find refuge ? Ho moved from the 
city (Ajmere), and encamped on tho lake Visala i and summoned his tn u 
taries and vassals to meet him. MaunsiPurihar, with the array of Mundoic- 
touched his feet-5 Then came the Ghelote, the ornament of the throng;’ 
the Pawa.-ir with Tuar,+ and Raraa the Gor| with Mohes the lord of Mewat§. 
Th Mobil of Doonapur with tribute sent excuse,|| With folded hands armed 


» See note. p. 430, for remarks, on Nadole, whence tho author obtained much valuable 
mailer, conSiting of coins, inscriptions onetme and copper, and MSS., when on a vis- 

tb.s ai!^.,nUi^ chec]£S> w ),|ch, could they have been detailed in tbe ea'-Uer etii^c of 
,- n , u i rv into Fltndu literature, would have excited more interest tor the hero whose c,» 

Delhi has exci‘ed the inquries of Joues, Wilford, and Colebrooke , w bich have 

% This lake still hears the name of BccsiUa-tal notwilhstanamg the springs, 

ecciuud during a lapse of one thousand years, since he formed it bydam™ f pataoe on the 
Itis- neot the reservoirs of iho Doom river. The emperor Jehangir erectcrt ft pa‘ 

l,auh--of (he Boesil-ca-tal, in which he received the ambassador ot Jamoe p 01 “ 

§ This shews that tho Puriliars were subordinate to tbe Cholnns ol Ajmere. eg 

♦ Tiie respectful mention of tho Ghelote as ‘the ornament of the tbrong cle ^ 

that the Cheat.,re prince came as an ally. How rejoicing to an antiquary to . nd this coo 
cdlwan inscription found amidst the ruins of a cby of Mowar which alludes lo this very 
coalition ! Tho scriptlon is a record of the f.iendvliip maintained by ‘l 1 ®*’f thei' 

thc ccn'urv.—ii.’.marsi of Gheetore, and Pntbwnaj, the last C.ioliau king o „ 3n r 

*:.>niWnin;rto , chu*tise the king of Patun Anhulwarra. ‘ in like manner as did R " e “,„ al a 
T.’jsi of old unit, against tho foe, so/’ Ac, Ac. Now Tqjsiwus the grandfather of Rawul Sa 

ci. who was killed in opposing the final Moosium invasion, on the Ceggnr aitu «»«•<;•*• . » 

ost reigns in their annals: from Which we calculate that T eisi must hate sat on th t 01 
ah tho yeai S. 1120-(A.D. 1061). Jis youth and inexperience would account forh...Mtnb. 
rui oifliritttelv bo the Gbohau of Ajmere. The nameof Udyadifca further confirms the aa , 
will be mentioned in the text, His date has been fully settled by various inscription 
by the alitlv r. (^e Trnnancfcions Royal Astatic Society, vol i, pa^e 22».) 

• This Tanrfnust have been one of the Delhi vassals, whose monarch w Jf f 1 rfhohS 
T ThoOor was a celebrated tribe, and amongrt the most lilnstrioiinof the Oho 

tori a branch xdil a few years ago held Sooe-Soorocr 

i have n*> doudt the Gor appanage was west of the Indus, and that this tribQ on 
beouuon the Qhor. •, 

% The Muwoh race of Mewit is well known; all ore Mahomeuans now. 

? The Mohlla have been fiuffioionUy discussed. 


The R 


iloch tyaa ev 


►en •'■unieiriiDiy aiscu iiy. , 

idtiftly Hindu at this time; and as X have repearco y 


a aid, ot Jit 
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J5atoch, , fI but tho lord of Bamuni abandoned Sindo.* Then came the 
Nuzzur from Bhutnairf and the Ndlbundl from Tattaij: and Mooltan.§ When 
the summons reached the Bhoomi-i Bhatti of Derrawul.,|| all obeyed ; as did 
the Jadoou of Mai kin was. IT The Mori* and Birgoojilfcf also joined with the 
Cuohwahas of Antorvedd The subjugated Meras worshipped his feet.§ Then 
came the array of Takitpur, headed by the Goehval Jaifc.i Mounted in haste, 
came Udya P*armar,1T with the Nurbhan* and the Dor>*f the Ohundail, and 
the Dahima*’^ 

In this short passage, a text is afforded for a dissertation on the Svholo 
genealogical history of Rajpootamv at that period. Such extracts from 
the more ancient bards, incorporated in the works of their successors, 
however laconic, afford decisive evidence that their poetic chronicles bore 
a ways tho s&me character ; For this passage is introduced by Chund merely 
^‘esiMco 6 t0 bis own prince, Prithwiraj, the descendant of 

A similar passage was given from the ancient chronicles of Mewar, 
iccot' mg an invasion of the Mooslems, of which the histories of the invaders 
at e e no trace. (V ol. I, p, 159.). The evidence of both is incontestable, 
* ^ , name affords a synchronism not to be disputed ; and though the 
iso ated passage would afford a very faint ray of light to the explorer of 
ose days of darkness, yet when tho same industrious research has pervaded 
e a ^ these races, a flood of illumination pours upon us, and wo 

thou sand yen rs^ raceS ' vere ' vho held a ' va y in these regions a 

Raink'kf * nea ^°’ J e .i une > and unsatisfactory details, the annalist of 
Foundation Ia t^ 3 con ^ en ^ to wade on, in order to obtain some solid 
exertion* o i th ° US i 0l 7 of ! he trlbes i but Slich iacta aa those .stimulate hi.3 
each nf /if . leward bis toil : without them, his task would be hopeless* 
Chnbora i tne twen l t y tribes enumerated, formed under the standard of the 
can a PP ei ? c separate notice, for the satisfaction of the few who 

conneoHon ilT A ,V le !v lm .P 01ifca upe, while some general remarks may suffice as a 
w th the immediate object of research, the Haras, descended 


with 

from Beesildeo. 

date of ^ * S °f no 8mad moment to be enabled to adjust tho 

from M^l fc p most important name in the annals of theOhohabs 
Sd.“ a “ d ” Ben«dogi„l a* will 


IF "The lord of Bamum,” in other nkenu n rt ' „ , ... 

BfcMnabml, «r Demi, on whoso Bile WjSSTbX P ‘ ' " ie “ 


See Annals of Jesaulmer. 


nOiQttt 


SUpr ° maCy ° V91tbo of this region: the Soda, 

§ OP Derrawul we liav# spoken in the text. 

|| Mailu nwas we know not. 

7 Jf* 10 OrtdihWahftj and Birgoojurs require no further ndtie<S, 

I Ihe Werae inhabited the Aravalh. ^ 

§ Takifipoor is the modeim Thoda, near Took, where there are hue remains. 

II Udyadita, now a land-mark iu Hiudn history. 

IF Bee annnla of Shekhnvati tor the Nnrbhitns, who held Kbitndaila as a !lef ol 
ft , t The Dor and Chuudail were well known tribes ; the latter contended miih 
*h Who dmn-ieved them of Mahoba and Kalinger, and all. .ujdcrn jl^oi^olkundi 
l Tho renowned Dahiraa was lord of Biana* also called-Druiimd hi. < 
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Suvatchft. 

i 

Malian. 


S. 202., 


8 . 


S. 


r or Agnipala “offspring of firo’’ the first Cholirtn £ 
probable period §5’ before Yicrama when an 
invasion of the Tarslikas took place; established 
Macavati-r.agari (Gurra Muudilla) : conquered 
the Kunkan, Aaer, Golcoi-Ja. 

fin all probability this is the patriarch of the 
1 Mallani tribe. See p. 257. 

I 

Gnlnn S ui ^ universal potentate : founder of Ajmere^ Some 

A^i! l ala“G?l 1 fkfrar ,, S authorities say, in 202 of the Vicrama: others 
j of the ViVaGSamvat: the latter is tho most 
(. probable. „ .. - . 

Tir>u Pae ( Slain, and lost Ajmero, on the first irruption of tiro 

| 1 . [ Mahomedans, S. 741, A.D. 685. 

i-, Mnliir Pu« . f Founded Sarobhur; hence the title of Sambri Rao 

' 1 ... M 1 ) b rn by the Chohan princes, his issue. 

fi 97 TTnrRrai . ( Defeated Saziroodii* (qu Soobektegm ?), thence 

) etvled Sooltan graha. 

IOCS to 1 UU»L*..j (CUsBicolly, MMM »<>.—. "" 

| } inscriptions, 1006 to S. 1130. 

Sarangdeo,. Died in nonage. 

I f Constructed the Anah Sagur at Ajmer*: fittf 

An f h . { bears hia name. 


Je ipal. 

I 


Hurspal. 


Ajeydco, or 
Anwndoo 


Beejydeo 


Oodey deo. 


f 

• Somes war : 
married Hooka Bae, 
danghterof Annngpal 
Tuar king of Delh i. 


I 

Kan-Bae. 

Eesurdaa ; 
turned Mnhomcdau. 

“1 


Jait, Gotlwal. 


Pi ithwirai • obtained Dolhi : Ghahirdeo. . . 

Bluin by Sluibudin, S. 1219, | ( Adopted ittoegsor to Prithwiiaj ; his name j 

A.D. 1199. Vijoya Baj b^8twenty ©neaen* ; seven of who*were legtL 

p • mate, the others illertimate, and founders ot 

R.aua.i ? 6lnm I akonai J mixed tribes. From Bakuns! there are tweniy- 

:»ck of Delhi. J aUlD8i <{ ^ geperationB Khbfd Sing the present 

j (hi*; ftain of Ncemrann, the nonrest lineal dea- 
l scondant of Ajipal and Prithwiraj. 

Tha name of Feesildeo (Vualadeva) heads the inscription on the cele- 
bratrd column erected in the centre of Few* Shah s palace at Dcihn Tb* 
column, eroded to by Chund, as ‘'telling the feme of tho Chohan^ w^ 
“placed u.t Nigumbodo” -a place of pilgrimage on the Jumna, a 
below Delhi, whence it must have been removed to its present s> g 

position.* _ _ . _ -.—- 

H«;jA»iatio Rassarchae, Vol. l.p, 870, V,l. vu. p. 18», anl Yol. b?- 
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inscription commences and ends with the same date via. 15ih of he 
Bysakh, S. 1220. If correctly copied, it can have no reference to 
Beesildeo, expecting as the ancestor of Pratica C/tohmana tilaca SacamOharl 
bhupati ; or ‘Prifchwiraja, Chohan, the anointed of Sarabhur, Lord of the 
earth\ who ruled at Delhi in S. 1220, and was slain in S. 1249, retaining 
the ancient epithet of ‘Lord of Sarabhur,’ one of the early seats of their 
power.* The second stanza, however, tells us we must distrust the first of 
the two dates, and read 1120 (instead of 1220), when Yisaladeva ^exter¬ 
minated the barbarians” from Aryaverta. The numerals 1 and 2, in Sans¬ 
crit, are easily mistaken. If however, it is decidedly 1220, then tho whole 
inscription belongs to Prativa Chahmana, between whom and Visala no less 
than six princes intervene'^ and the opening is merely to introduce Pritu* 
wiraja’s lineage, in which the sculptor has foisted in the date. 

/ r e f* * ,ic ^ ne( * to assign the first stanza to Yisaladeva (BeesildcoV and 
vaaf, follows to his descendant Prithwi Raj, who by a conceit may have 
availed himself to the anniversary of the victory of his ancestor, to record 
u ' °' v " n exploits. These were precisely of the same nature.— 
successful war against the Islamite, in which each drove him from Aryaverta 
for even the Mnoslem writers acknowledge that Shahbudin was often 
ignominiously defeated before he finally succeeded in making a conquest of 
northern India. 

If, as I surmise, the first stanza belongs to Beesildeo, the date is S. 
1120, or A. D, IO64, and this grand confederation described by the Chohan 
bard was assembled under hi3 banner, preparatory to the very success, to 
commemorate which the inscription was recorded. 

their h* . • P asa age quoted from Chund, recording the princes who led 
s r . ou ? e hold troops under Beesildeo, there are four names which establish 
ird* lr ?j 113mS ’ 0ne > b y we arrive directly at the date, and three 

vh lrCCt,y \ hi'St is Udyadit Pramar, king of Dhar (son of R,aja Bhqj), 
ar ]° S ^ eri ^ ^ ^tablished from numerous inscriptions,* as between S, 1100 
, K , lo0 ; so that the date of his joining tho expedition would be 

01 . middle of his reign. Tho indirect, but equally strong testmionv 
consists of. j b j 


... (1 * l >roriLii^t away an inscription of this, tho last Chohan empero: from tin* mins of his 

SISbo S?oi«'T VouT S - 1224 860 comments thereon < T»ua*oUoua of tho ltay*l 

f v r, f ile3e inscriptions, while thoy have given Tise to increment interpretations, demonstrate 
the fitMe value of more translations, even when made by Ih ,c rate scholars, who posses, 
o historical knowledge of the tribes to whom they refer. This inscription v, i, first trao- ded 
y bir W. Jones in 1/bi (Asiatic Researches. Vol, i). A fresh version (from a fresh 
taueoripfc I believe) was male by Mr, Colebrooke ia 181 K) (Asiatic Researches, Vol. vU) t 
but rather darkening than enlightening tho subject, from attending to hi. p,unlit 1 ., 
? 1 7 ,n i S t0 , P n . n . ce ’ 8 name and tribe a metaphorical interpretation. Nor was 
it tut Wilford had published his hodge-podgo Essay on Vieranmdilyu and Salivtihana. that 
Mv. O debrookn disvovere 1 his error, and amended i m a note to a hat vMun s but oven 
ihvn, without rendering the inscription useful usu historical document. 1 call Wilforda ossay 
;t • odge podgo advisedly. U is a payer of immense research; va*t meiorials are brought to his 
task, bin ho had an hypothesis, and all was confounded to suit it. Chohans. Solonkis Ghclotos, 
all are amalgamated ui 4 ,U crucible. It was from the Sam/wc. ' VadhA i„ u ritum bv 

bard of Hamim >t king of Mewar (a. Wilford has it) but of Rinthnmbov huoaliv de¬ 

scended from Visala*): va, and slain by AJla-o-din- rfarangadi ur w-salsa uuth.n ol tin* 
Ha't'if Ra$a. and the Hcimiy Ctwya, bearing this princo’s name, the cssouco Oi b th of which 
I translated with the aid of my Guru. 1 was long bewildered in my ad iration of \\ il.'br.t’s 
researches; but experience inspired distrust, and 1 adopted (ho artful adage in Ltd t:;c>o 
Matters, *nil admir/irv 1 \ 

t See Transactions of i*he 11 ya\ Asiatic Society Vol, i,p 13 
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^ The mention of “the Bhomia JBbatfci from Devrawiit; 

been any thing apocryphal in Chund, Jessulmer, the present capital, 
would have been given as the Bhatti abode/*: 

Second, The Cuchwahas, who are also described as coming from Anterved 
(the region .between the Jumna and Ganges); for the infant colony trans¬ 
mitted from Nurwar to Amber was yet undistinguished. 

The third proof is in the Mewar inscription, when Tejsi, the grand- 
father of Samarsi, is described as in alliance with Beesildeo. Beesildeo is said 
to have lived sixty-four years. Supposing this date, S. 1120, to be the medi¬ 
um point of his existence, this would make his date S. 1088 to S. 1152, or AD. 
1082 to A.D. 1006 ; but aa his father, Dhorma Guj, “the clephaht in faith, ’ 
or Beer Beelun Deo (called Malun Deo, in the, Hamir Rasa ), was killed 
when defending Ajmere on the last invasion of Mahmood, we must neces¬ 
sarily place BeesiPs birth (supposing him an infant on that event), ten years 
earlier, or A.D. 1022 (S. 1078), to A.D. 1086 (S. 1142), comprehending the 
date on the pillar of Delhi, and by computation all the periods mentioned 
in Luo catalogue. We may therefore safely adopt the date of the Rasa, viz. 
S, 1066 to 8, 1130. 

Beesildeo was, therefore, contemporary with Jeypat, the Tuar king of 
Delhi ; with Doorlub and Bhima offGuzzerat; with Bhoj and Udya Dit of 
Dhar; with Pudumsi and Tejsi of Mewar; and the confederacy which ho 
headed must have been that against the Islamite king Modud, the fourth 
ii om Mahmood of Ghizni, whose expulsion from the northern parte of Baj- 
pootana (as recorded on the pillar of Delhi) caused Avyvcrta again to become 
'the land of virtue/ Mnhmood’s final ictreat from India by Sinde, to avoid 
the armies collected “by Byramdeo and the prince of Ajmere, to oppose him, 
was in A.H. 417,A.D 1026, or S* 1082, nearly the same date as that assigned, 
by Chund S, 1080, 

We could dilate on the war which Beesildeo waged against the prince 
of Guzzerat, hi3 victory, and the erection of Beesil-nuggur,* on the spot 
where victory perched upon his lance ; but this we reserve for the in tod ac¬ 
tion of the history of the illustrious Prithwiraj. There is much fable mixed 
up with the history of Beesildeo apparently invented to hide a blot in the 
annals, warranting the inference that he became a convert, in all likelihood 
a compulsory one, to the doctrines of Islam. There is also the appearauce 
of hi-: subsequent expiation of this crime in the garb of a penitent; and 
th-j mound (dhocmd, where he took up his abode, still exists, and is called 
after him, Beeril-ca-dhoond, at Kalik Jobnair.f 


t ; Sc!c Annals of Jessulmer, for foundation of DerraWul, p. 187. 

+ fn r a-..-erjbing the annals of the Kheechios, nn important branch of the OhobauB* 
their \n hove pic <yod this passage ; but ignoi .ut of Pert&wul and Lodorva (both prc« 
served iu my vers- n • -bund), they havo inserted Jessulmer. By such anachronisms, arising 
from the t-menda! 1 >ns of ignorant hardy 'heir poetic chronicles have lost half their value. To. 
mo t-hu '•oinprvisou of such ] as : p, preserved in Chund from the older bards, nnd distorted 
Ijv « jio mrd. nr-', -was r. subject of considerable pleasure. It reconciled much that I roi^ht 
1, { , , hr >vn ;.'.Vi 1 v, teaching mo the fisffrenQO between absolute invention, and ignorance 
vmirb.g errors in the attempt to orreefc thorn. Tho Khcechic bard, no doubt, thought he was 
doing rij ht when he ora ccl Werrnwul and inscribed Jessulmer. 

* Tbit; !.owu,—another proof of th veruciy of the < hroniclo,— yet exists *n ^sorthovtt 
Cbi.ztrrvl 

t TJjo pirkaiio if arplied 1 tidy mount; (which gives it name to Dhoondar). mighs 
possibly «Ip vv it to be a place of scyulturc, and that r,ho Ohohans, oven to thiu period may 
taw, r’ntowbed at lonet the ! onca of their dead. Tko numerous (wv fuU .\bput ittydrabad, tUo 
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Wording to the Bool: of Kings of Goraund Bara (the Hara bare 1 ), tho 
trfas wore descended from Anuraj, son of Beesildeo; but Mog-ji, the Khee- 
ehief bard makes Anuraj progenitor of the Kheechies,’ and son of ATanik 
Kae. We follow the Hara bard. 

Anuraj had assigned to him in appanage the important frontier fort¬ 
ress of Asi ( vulg . Han si}. His son Ishtpal, together with Agunraj, soil of 
Ajey-Rao, the founder of Keechpoor Patun in Sinde Sagur, was preparing 
to seek his fortunes with Rundheer Ohohan prince of Gowalcoond : buL 
both Asi and Golconda were almost simultaneously assailed by an army 
“from the wilds of Gujlibund.” Rundheer performed the saca\ and only 
a single female, his daughter, named Soorahbae, survived, and she fled for 
protection towards Asi, then attacked by the game furious invader. Anuraj 
prepared to fly ; but his son, Ishtpal, determined not to wait the attack, but 
seek the fee. A battle ensued, \n hen the invader was slain, and Ishtpal f 
grievously wounded, pursued him till ho fell, near the spot where Sborahbao 
was awifcing death under the shade of peepul: for “hopes of life were extncfc, 
and fear and hunger had reduced her to a skeleton.” In the moment of 
c espair, however, the ashtioa (peepui) tree under which she took shelter was 
severed, and Asapuma, the guardian goddess ofher race, appeared before her. 
o her, Soorahbae related how her father and twelve brothers had fallen in 
orending Golconda against 'the demon of Gujlibund.’ The goddess told her 
to bo ot good cheer, for that a Chohan of her own race had slain him, and was 
T3 °l at . f 11 ? * anc * * ec * * )er t,Q where Ishtpal lay senseless from his wounds. 

,!' n c , r , he recovered; and possessed himself of that ancient heir-loom of 
the Chohans, tho famed fortress of Aser. 

lfto-.fr??’ ‘m f ° Mnde , r of the Haras, obtained Aser is S. 1081f (or A.D. 
a,y’ ?? as Mahrnood’s last destructive visit to India, by Mooltan through 

rni oliVT 1 ft ° ^ i • ne /\'' as * n ^or A.D. 1022, we have every right- to 
conclude that his father Anuraj lost his life and Asi to tho king of Ghizni ; 

’ 0 S , a ™° .V* 10 that Ajmere was sacked, and the country laid waste by this 

.'n lucio!, whom the Hindu bard might well style, "the demon from Gujli 
•fix A'. 9 ' ai ° historians give us no hint even of any portion of 

u Hji it.M ^ army penetrating into the peninsula, though that grasping arabi- 
pi j’ • f 1C f consi ^ ere ^ tho shores offiaurashtra but an intermediate step from‘ 

0 G conquest of Ceylon and Pegu,§ may have pushed an array dm 

umi the armsanTraa^ t'hvy cent? al)0(los of Lbe Bhohans, may >’« sepulture* of tins race, 

* Or, as tho story goes a11 strengthen my hypothesis of then Soytluc origin, 

the goddess sprinkHnir them Z whlch la y dissevered, were collected by Soorahhfte, and i 

which hjs descendants b.ro 1 ^ ie water of life,*' ho arose! Honco the name 
ing lost (hara) Asi. ’’ f ° nl or ‘hones.’ thus collected ; bat more likely frora hnv- 

T Th© Hivra ohroniclo gavs ^ Oat i • 

tho Crhohana antedate their chrnni i i. by 8ome 8tran g°. y ot nniform error, ‘all the (tilma of 
ion of Anhui poor Patnn is Sinn ? by , a hu °drcd, years. Thus Becsideos 1 t-akiag possess- 

But il oven wjvaSB Ohund tha ,ifty > lbirty ^daia” (S. 980), instead ul\S. 35,5 

1315; and h”.re, ? B allSSSblHtW."' ' rilhwiri U* vh ° se birth i, mad, U15 . iust.ad „r|: 
imagine) on eomo rhymer. y> th e,ro1 ' commenced, hy the ignorance (wilful vre cannot 
X ‘"he elephant wilds/ 
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^along halt at Anhulwarra, and have driven Rundhecr from Goleoir 
ajuvU, is idle to speculate upon such slender materials ; let them suffice to 
illustrate one now fact, namely, that these kingdoms of the south as well as 
the north were held by Rajpoot sovereigns, whose offspring, blending with 
the original population, produced that mixed race of Mahrattas, inheriting 
with the names, the warlike propensities of their ancestors, but who assume 
the name of their abodes as titles, as the Nimalkurs, the Phaikias, the Patun- 
kars instead of their tribes of Jadoon, Tuar, Puar, &e. &e. 

Ishtpal had a son called Chandkurn ; his son, Lok Pal, had IJatnir and 
Gumbir, names well known in the wars of Prithwiraj. The brothers wore 
enrolled amongst his one hundred and eight great vassals, from which wo m >y 
infer that, though Aser was not considered absolutely as a fief, its chief paid 
homage to Ajmere, as the principal seat of the Chohans. 

In the Cononj S amya, that book of the poems of Chund devoted to the 
famous war in which the Chohan prince carries off the princess of panouj, 
honourable mention is made of the Hara princes in the third day’s fight 
when they covered the retreat of Prithwiraj : — 

♦‘Then did the Hara Rao Hamir, with Ids brother Gumbir, mounted on 
Lakhi steeds, approach their lord, as thus they spoke : ‘Think of thy safety, 
Jungules,* while we make offerings to the array of Jeychund.^ Our horses 
hoofs shall plough the field of fight, like the ship of the ocean.’^ 

The brothers encountered the contingent of the princes of Kasi (benares) 
one of the great feudatories of Oanouj. As they joined, “the shout raised 
by Hamir reached Doorga on her rock-bound throne?” Both brothers tell in 
these wars, though one of the few survivors ol the last battle fought with 
Shabudin for Rajpoot independence, was a llara :— 

Hamir had Ealkurna, who had Maba Mugd : his son was Rao Bacha ; 

hi J , Rao Chund. , 

Amongst the many independent princes of tho Chohan race to whom 
/•Jiaodin was the messenger of fate, was Rao Chund of Aser. Its walls, 
though deemed impregnable, were not proof against the skill and valour o 
this energetic warrior ; and Chund and all his family, wiih tho exception 
one son, were put to the sword. This son was prince Raiusi, a name fatal to 
Chohan heirs, for it was borne by tho son of Prithwiraj who fell in the defence 
ot Delhi : but Rainsi of Aser was more fortunate. He was but an infant two 
v< ars and a half old, and being nephew of the Rana of Chcetore, was sent t > 
him for protection. When he attained man’s estate, he made a successful 
attempt upon the ruined castle of Bhynsror, from which he drove Doonga, a 
Phil chief, who, with a b ind of his mountain brethern, had made it his re 
trust. This ancient fief of Mewar had been dismantled by Alio din m nis 
attack on Cheetore, from which the Ranas had not yet recovered when the 
young Chohan came amongst them for protection. 

Rain si had two sons, Kolun and KankuJ. Kolun being afflicted: with 
an incurable disease, commenced a pilgrimage to the sacred “Kedarnath, 
one of ( lie towns of the Ganges. To obtain the full benefit of this mentors 
i,is act ; ho determined to measure bis length on the whole ground 
this painful journey. In six months he had only reached the Binda Pa^, 
where havin ' bathed in a fountain whence flows the rivulet Dangling 1 , •• 
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/ ' s health greatly restored. Kodernath* wan pleased to mamfest'hhn- 
i ,0 acc °pt his devotions, and to declare him ‘’King of the Path.ir ” or 
plateau of .entral India.f The whole of this tract was under the princes of 

famed fortrCSS hy AHa ’ aud tlin enormous 
fclaughtei of the Gehlofces, had so weakened their authority, that the aborji- 
nal Meenas had once more possessed themselves of all their native hills or 
leagued with the subordinate vassals of Cheetorc. 

ofJVr ent 'aT’im-^ Ho ° n ’!? id *° bo of the Pramara race, was lord 
and he d b A 3 C0UYt r M r a - There ave memorials of this 

the n P nnce h and . even 30 fa !\ ba( * as the first assault of Cheetore, in 

the eighth century, its prince was aided in his defence by "Ungutri lord of 

who ann ,e ° f Bandli are attributed^ this Boon 

bdi^TO T ? e °T CSt Tu blc A Shape> that we ca » scarcely refuse to 

rama h.ve been ^ CeI 4 ebrated race mu st in the first centuries of vie- 

races of the Paine a ®, tbei . r hards say, amongst the thirty-six royal 
took possession^ of fh - 5 ^. 1S JJ S ^ 1Q ay,Rao Bango, the grandson of Koluni 
western face ofth p *P clerd ’ Hymil, an d on an elevation comniandine the 
onThrJst and p„- ^ the f ° rtrPS3 of Bumaodn. With Bhynsror 

the whole extent of tlmPath™ ° n tbc wcsfc > tbc Haras norv occupied 

<nirh Biiolli Bot^r tb n P f thlar> . 0th ® r conquests were made, and Mai del- 

Jot . “I, chwSi,ip U ‘“ gl " h "* Ch ™ to 8”'>'. fom,d » extern, if 

Smnarsi. 7 °' a ' wb ° b *d three sons, mV.' Hur-raj* Hatiji, and 

ihe emperor, and Rae Dewa' d „ SUcb P ower as to attract the attention of 
Secunder Lodi ruled fie ?}' S f lnnm0lied to attend the court when 
Bumaoda, and with his ™ hc f °o ’ willed his son, Hu, raj, in 
he remained ti'l the m in ^ esfc ’ Samarsi, repaired to Delhi. Hero 

thePotbartheUlte dSlf" 8 * V* « thc ‘ ki " E of 

steed is famed both in theanralsof lb £ gam b ’ 3 , n T atlve . bll!s ’ Tlk 
that of the Mcde had no qmniT , ot Haras and Kheechiea, ami like 
Its birth is thus related Thp 1 * aie , ln future fortunes of his irmsteiv 

could cross a stream withmi^^tingL^P-Tewa \™b nf 0 ' *?** “ ho 
ry, and from a mare of the V„tl, .if Bewa bribed the royal c.jeer 

that law which is alike bindino- a colt to obtain which the king broko 

sent off his family bv depr^.« f * tbe Mooslem and the Christian, De« a 

died his charger, and lance in b * : f 300,1 as * be y were 0llt °f danger, he sad- 
emperor was seated '-pf ,if i • appoared under the balcony where tho 
Farewell, king,” said the Rangra ; “there are three* 



» his pOS3693- 


' ,l Tlic lord erf Keclar, tho rricranf* - 

t He bestowed in appanage on the Hiiaalays, a title ofsiva. 

km. From Kar.kal are de?cecded ° her Kankalji a tenth of the lands i 

A> t Hur-ruj had twelve Bbat.,, <4wed “Kroria Bhat. 

Aloo Mara’s name will m \erdip as lone 01 whom wa9 AI°°, who mi acceded to ituotanda 
many Bhoa.itw descended from him stint 0 ?.?. of 1* ra "° iljhilbitf! tbo P*«iar ; and them nro 
s. The end of AUo Hera, and th • ]T ' n .’ s landa ’ M tho Kon.lmwut »• , t M,„j.,w,ir, 
*d). wjil be related in tho Pesonal .Narative t! °“ “ Bhl " nll0fl ° (whirh tl, ° a « l> wr ha.- v i it 







jhuvals or iiara v.vrr 



'iSEj^his ancestor Kolun was cured o{ disease. Here the Meenas of thF 
Ooearra tribe dwelt, under the patriarchal government of Jaitnh their chief. 
Th'f’ then no regular city; the extremities of the valley {trial ) were 
closed with barriers of masonry and’gates, and the huts of the Meenas were 
scattered wherever their fancy led them to build. At this time, the commu- 
uity which had professed obedience to the Rana on the sack of Cheetorc, 
was suffering from the raids of Rao Gango, the Kheechie who from his castle 
of Ramrurh (Relawun) imposed “ Urchi-dohat " on all around. To save 
themselves from Gango, who used “to dive his lance at the barrier of Bandoo, 
tin Meanas entered into terms, agreeing, on the full moon of every secom 
month, to suspend the tribute of the ckouth over the barrier. At t«e 
appointed time, the Rao came, but no bag of treasure appeared. Who hM 
been before me?” demanded Gango; when forth issued the lord , ofPat ^» 
on the steed coveted by the Lodi king. Gango of Rekw.m beatrode a charger 
not less tamed than his antagonist s Vmch owed his brith to t^ river horso 
or the Par, and mare of the Kheechie chieftain’s as she grazed on its m g> t 
Mounted on this steel, no obstacle could stop him, and even the Chumbi al 
eras im impediment to his seizing the tribute at all seasons from tho McenM. 

The encounter was fierce, but the Hara was victorious, and Gango turn¬ 
ed bis back on the lord of the Pathar, who tried the mettle ot this son of the 
Pat pursuing him to the banks of the Chumbul. What was his surprise 
wh’n P Gamm sprang from the cliff, and horse and rider disappeared in the 
flood, but soon to reappear on the opposite bank! Dewa, ^J»o rtoodlaw iazc . 
no sooner beheld the Ruo emerge, than he exclaimed “Bravo, R j oo 
me know your name ” Gango Kheechie, was the answer. And mine is 
Dewa Hara: we are brothers, and must no longer bo enemies. Let the 

uvei^be uur boundary.^ ^ 18 42) that Jaita and the Oosarras acknow^ 
lodged Rae Dewa as their lord, who erected Boodi m the eentra of the 
BaUoo -ca Nal, which henceforth became the capital of ^e Haras. The 
Chumbul, which, fora short time after the adventure here related, continued 
r.o be the barrier to the eastward, as soon overpassed and the br, _ 

r.mo bringing thorn into contact with the emjreror s houtena"‘f. 
r<<3 to favour and power, extending their acquisitions, eithei P 1 * , 

grant, to the confines of Malwa. The territory thus acquired obtained the 
geographical designation of Haravati or Harouti 


CHAPTER IL 


moruj of nlaraj, or aldication.-Succeeded Qamrsr- ExtendsJ^ 

' ■ ; ami ^tiTtoni* for a v„Ue,. Uwngh the latter fetter appl.d to a defile, 
t Tuc F ar. or Vnrbti'fcy rivor. flaws near Kft mg urh Kolawum. btt . 
t )u Mrtl.’molan Authors. Hftdouty. 






Nil UlST/fy. 



SOON'Dr. 


<Sl 


of. 


; y east of the ChumbuL—Massacre of the KotcaJi Blulc.— : Oriuii 
htalc—Napoop eupoe ds—Fend with the Solanki o/Thoda.—Amssina - 
lion of jYapooji.—Singular S ati.—Hamoo succeeds.—The Harm "assert- 
his right over the Puthav.—Hamoo demurs, defies , and attacks him. — An. 
eedote. — Birsing.—Biroo,—Rao Bandog Famine. — Anecdote .— B am to ex¬ 
pelled by his brothers ; converts to M ahomedanism.—Narayndas puts his 
uncles to dcuth) and recovers his patrimony — A^iecdotes of Naroyandas. 
—Aids the R ina of Chectore.—*Gains a victory .— Espouses the nmce of 
Rand Raemull—JUs passion for opium. — Death .—Rao S oorajmiil 

— Marries a princess of Cheetore.—Fatal result.— Aib^ra, or Spring hu m; 
—Assassinationof the Rao.— Ills rcvenge.^Tzvofold S ati,—Rao 3 Oorlan. 

— His cruelty , deposal,. and banishment.—Rao Arjoon elected .— Romo,, 

tic death.—Rao accedes. 


- k Tu N V ke r?. hed tba llist01- y of this race, from the regeneration of 
An ki- i the hrst.Ohoh in (at a period which it is impossible to fix), to ill- 
establishment of the first Hara prince in Boondi, we shall hero recapitulate 
■ most conspicuous princes, wi h their dates, as e tablished bysynohv mical 
c r va r t f, ln 1 t .he annals of other states, or by inscriptions ; and "then proceed ■ 
' i c history of the Haras as members of the great commonwealth of 1 ndia 
Anuraj obtained Asi or Hansi. 

fshtpal so i of Anuraj ; he was expelled from Asi, S. 1081 (A. D. I025 N 

l n ‘ f i d} As ? r ; - He w f .founder ol the Haras ; the chronicle says not 
bow long after obtaining Asi.but evidently verv soon. } 

1240 orA’D^Toa* 1 6 batt,e Saggar, on the invasion of Shahimdin, S 

RainS hl S t'f d Aser ’ b ? All a-oodin, in S. 1351.. 

Bhynsror ’ ^ r ° m S8r > an ^ cam^ to Mewar, and in S. 1353 obtained 

Rao Bango, obtained Bumaoda, Mynal &c 
as, foundel^he’city 1 of BoonS' Ind^t '“m Bando ° vallc y from the Meon ' 

Rao Dcwa whL vr - and fty'ed the country Haravati. 
recourse in order to Z * r j D f ® u hjects far outnumbered his Haras, had 

too common in Rajcoot’cSquts^ Vhe^R^ T barbarou /;. acts 

*ko ,i Q „,i *k„ t l . nquest. ihe Rajpoot chronicler so far palliates 


the deed, that he assigns a !!' c 
Meena leader, who da?ed t« £ S ° n ° r V' namfi, JV the insolence of the 
Be this asitm^y he “u a ^ au " htei ' of the “Lord of the Pathar.» 

Solankis of ThodJ’ and air - t Z ^kV'^. th i H ira8 of Bwaoda and t hc 
H jvv Iona if Loo *. mos ? anr uhikied the Ooaarras. 

favour ofhis g s 0n aC j° f barbarit y> that Dewa aMio&lcd in 

this crime influenced his thou « h ifc 18 far u from improbable that 

abdication of power • firet w£?Y* tl0Dk J hw V s 3eC0 . nd t ‘, me ofhiti 
Seconder Lodi; and now t tjP- ? "T" k° 

Pathar remaining indipendent of “S’ Z ^ \ f Ti “ nd Lh ° 

fers the title of jV^t^r Sn L? - ^ f d ‘ ca ' lun co " 

the father, the heir is styled 5^!^ & ° ^ 

’ J * tva.-aj. 1 our intancea of this are on record in 


* AM and 4/ni have the same e. K mficatior~ Z ' , fire , 
t Ii/yir-ftaj, “sacrifice of the government.!? 0 ’ h ' 
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ANNALS OF HARAVATI. 

4ls of Bccndi; nrmcly, by Dew a, by Narayn das, ly Raj Cf 
, ^and by Fryi Omcd Sivg. It is a rule for a prince never to enter the 
capital after al andoning the government j the king is viitually defunct ; he 
cannot be a subject, and he is no longer a king. To render the act more 
impressive, rhey make an effigy of the abdicated king, and on the twelfth 
day following the act (being the usual period of mourning), they commit it 
to the flrraes. In accordance with this custom, Dewa never afterwards 
entered the walls either of Boondi or Bumaoda,* but resided at the village 
of Omurthoona, five coss from the foimer, till his death. 

Samarsi had three sons : I. Napooji. who succeeded - 2. Hurpal, who 
obtained Jnjawur, and left numerous issue, called Hurpalpotas; and, 3. 
Jaetsi, who had the honour of first extending the Kara name beyond the 
Chumbul, On his return from a visit to the Tuar chief of Keytoon, he 
pass'd the residence of a community of Bhils, in an extensive ravine near 
the river. Taking them by surprise, he attacked them, and they fell 
victims to the fuiy of the Haras. At the entrance of this ravine, which was 
defended by an outwork, Jaetsi s’ew the leader of the Bhils, and erected 
..here a lati (elephant) to the god of battle, Bbiroo. He stands on the spot 
calif cl char-jhopra , near the chief portal of the castle of Kotab, a name deriv¬ 
ed from a community of Bhils called Koteah.f 

Napooji, a name of no sm.-dl note in the chronicles of Haravati, succeed- 
rd Samarsi. Napooji had married a daughter of the Solanki chief of Thodii. 
the lineal descendant of the ancient king of Anhulwarra. While on a visit 
to Thoda, a slab of beautiful marble attracted the regard of the Hara Rno, 
who desired his bride to ask it of her father. His delicacy was offended, and 
he replied, “he supposed the Hara would next ask him for his wife and 
desired him to depart. Napooji was incensed, and visited his anger upon Lis- 


* Hurraj (elder son of Dcwa), lord of Bumaoda, had twelve fons; of v\hcm Aloo Hara 
the eldest, held twenty-frur castles upen the Tathar. With till of these the author is 
familial, having trod the Pathar in every direction : of this anon. 

+ The descendants of Jaetsi reta ned the castle aDd the surrounding country fer several 
generations; when Bbonungsi, the fifth in disccnt was dispossessed of them by RaoSoorujmull 
cf Boondi. Jaetsi ad a eon, Scorjun, who gave the name of Koteh to this abode of the Bhils, 
nurd which he built a wall. His sen Dheerd*o excavated twelve lukbs, and dammed up that 
ca^t of the town, still known by his name, though better by itsdew appellation of “Kiebore 
Sngui. 5 ' n is son was Kondul, vho had Bhcunngsi, who lost and regained Kotah in the following 
manner. Kotab was seized by two Fathsns, Dhakur and Kesar Khan. Bhoning, who became 
man from excessive use of wine and opium, was banished to Boondi, and bis wife, at the head 
of l ouse hold vassals, retired to Keytoon, around which the Haras held three hundred and s<xty 
villages. Lhrnung, in exile, repented ofhij excesses ; he announced his amendment and h>^ 
wish to return to his wife and kin. The intrepid Rajpootni rejoiced at his restoration.and laid 
a ph.n for the recovery of Rotah, in which she destined him to take part. To attempt it by 
ft roe would have been to court destruction, and she determined to combine stratagem and 
When the jocund festival of spring nppronched, when ever, deer rum is fora while cast aside 
in the Rajpoot Sa torn alia, she invited herself, with all the youthful damsels of Keytoon, t<> 
play the Holi wiih the Pathaus of Kotab. The libertine Pathans received the invitation with 
joy, J appy to fiud the Queen of Keytoon evince so much amity. Collecting three hundred 
of the finest Tlaia youths, she disguished them in female apparel, and Bho’-ung, attend'd by 

1 i ' {' . Id nurse, each wiih a vessel of the crimson abir, h ncied the 1 and. While the youths 
were throwing the crimson powder am op g8t the Paharg, >he nurse led Bhotmng to play W 
their chief, Tho disgub-hed Haj a broke his veeFei on the head of Kc?ar Khan. This v .i-* ; 
1 ao : igmit for action : tCe Rajpoots drew their svords from bcneuih ih< ir yhayras (pc tticrats)- 
and 1 he 1 ( dic.i of Kerar and his gat g strewed 1 hr ten ace. The mcfjid of Kesar khans * 1 ** 1 
e.'itrc v: bin ihe walls, Pbor.urg was fucceded by hit: sen Dccn^ursi, "horn Rao Soorujinul 
itirfyot-Tcsted ami added Ko*ah to Boom i, 
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wh°in ho treat'd with negleefc and even banished from his bed ‘She 
complained to her father. On the k ajuli tees' the joyous third (f the month 
Sawun, wh‘ n a Rajpoot must visit his wife, the vassals of Boondi were dis¬ 
missed to their homes to keep the festival sacred to “the mother of births ” 
The Thoda Rao, taking advantage of the unguarded state of Boondi 
obtained admittance by stealth, and drove his lam e through the head of th’ 
Hara Rao. He retired without observation, and was relating to h's attend 
ants the success of his revenge, when, at this moment, they passed or.r of 
the Boondi vassals, who, seated in a hollow taking his umt-pani (opium- 
water), was meditating on the folly of going home, wbeie no endearinn eare- 

r fro "l, h f \ h0 'vas deranged, and had determined to 
return to Boondi. \\ lule thus absorbed in gloomy reflections, the trampl- 
'in? ? ho rs es met his ear, and soon was heard ihe indecent mirth of the 

unatteSS" the Ham n Ra .° dismissi "g his vass-ds and remaining 

C u°}*\ gUCS3ed the rcst > and as Thoda Rao passed 
am/ hr™ u n he le 7 ,led , a b | ow - whi °h severed his right arm from his body 

?!d the hlS hor f; v The Sola " ki ’ 3 attendants took to flight 

and the Chohau put the severed limb, on which was the golden bracelet in 

trrow , Th e c,r C V ded ^ * B f>" di ’ Here a11 ^as confusion an3 
Z qi n e n’i 1?l,e: r ° hcr f " ith > determined to mount the 

pyre with the murdered body of her lord ; yet equally true to the line 
whence she sprung, was praising the vigour of her brother’s arm “which 
^cb"At S t °h™ ftny Tt’* that she wanted hands io preSa pan b! 
bisfaithLva-aHnterH 0 H a P°fophisirg the dead bJdy of her lord'. 

dissevered arm VaYine^JuS^+fc"^"^ ^ fCftrf P^ented toher the 
v rf ._ i , i \ g> P flka P s this may aid you.’’ She recornizcd the 

in peace with aflmankind 8 T‘ ^ia ^ r° ne with ' thifi " 0rld > •ncfVhouid lie 
that “to revenue n fr„d” ’ ^ °n U e t0t target, even at that dreadful moment, 
i, k avd w! g fev d W , oa lhe first of al1 duties. She called for pen and 

rj r e wrote to her brother, that if t Sid not 
one-handed Poland ” XVtf V ' 0u d be st^matized as the issue of “the 
h^was* 1 stung° to the d 3i»g wo.ds of Us rati sister, 

teUd «t Lis brai, » »g„i Ui . piltaiTl StSt in ’! n<di: ‘ ,P '- v 

NorubgJcS Thmidfwh? 8 ’i Ham ° 1 0ji ’ N °T g (whose descendants arc 

who succeeded inS lm W?T * T ?T 3) ' a,ld H “ ni00 ’ 

the branches when hT, • have already mentioned the separation of 

father established hWif'a? A.' ’ at 1b e period when bis 

of the Tatfcar had a feud wSf iv*’ « AIiC ° succeeded r but the lord 

lirth-rieht Bn™rd„ ° ! tbe R«n a > and he was dispossessed of hi 

Z '.i bc ltft 7, hei T 1 

uceioie. who bad recovered frcin the shock of Alla's 


But the ^dependent: among these they included the 

always achrowledmUh 1 f« y 1 ;e,r V8SEa,f, g p > aiid al,f g e > tb °t though they 

Su Prtrnacy of the gadi of Me war, they woreindi bt- 


f *Foon dumb mouths,” 
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ir swords; not his puttas, for the lands they conquered on the Alpine' 
Pathar. Both to a certain degree are right. There is no room to doubt 
that the fugitive Hara from Asjr owed his preservation, as well as his estab¬ 
lishment, to the Rana, who assuredly possessed the whole of the Plateau till 
Alla’s invasion. But then the Seesodia power was- weakened ; the Bhomias 
and aboriginal tribes recovered their old retreats, and from these the Haras 
obtained them by conquest. The Rana, however, who could not admit that 
a temporary abeyance of his power sanctioned any encroachment upon it, 
called upon Hamoo ‘‘to do service for Boondi.” The Hara conceded personal 
homage in the grand festivals of the Duserab and Holi, to acknowledge his 
-uprema r - an( j receive the tika of installation , but he rejected «t once the 
claim of unlimited attendance. Nothing less however, would satisfy the king 
of Cheetore, who resolved to compel submission, or drive the stock of Dewa 
from the Pathar. Hamoo defied, and determined to brave, his resentment. 
The Rana of Mevvar marched with all his vassal to Boondi, and encamped a* 
'Necmairo, only a few miles from the city. Five hundred Haras, “the son* 
of one father/ 1 * put on the saffron robe, and rallied round their chief, deter¬ 
mined to die with him. Having no hope but from an effort of despair, they 
marched out at miduight, and fell upon the Kana’s cimp, which was comple¬ 
tely surprised ; and each Seesodia sought safety in flight. Hamoo made his<- 
way direct to the tent of Ilindupati; but the sovereign of the Seesodias 
wa'; glad to avail himself of the gloom and confusion to seek shelter in 
Cheetore, while his vassals fell under the swords of the Haras. 

Humiliated, disgraced, and enraged at being thus foiled by a hand¬ 
ful of men, the Rana reformed his troops under the wall of Cheetore, and. 
swore he would not eat until he was master of Boondi. The rash vow 
•went round ; but Boondi was sixty miles distant, and defended by brave 
hearts. His’chiefs expostulated with the Rana on the absolute impossibility 
of redeeming his vow ; but the words of kings are svered : Boondi must fall, 
ere the king of the Gehlotes could dine. In thk exigence, a childish 
expedient was proposed to release him from hunger and his oath j to erect 
a mock Boondi, and take in by storm.” Instantly the mimic town arose 
under the walls of Cheetore ; and that the deception might be complete, the 
local nomenclature was attended to, and each quarter had its appropriate 
appellation. A band of Haras of the Pathar were in the service of 
Cheetore, whose leader, Koombo Bairsi, was returning with his kin from 
hunting the deer, when their attention was attracted by this strange bustle, 
the story waB soon told, that Boondi must fall ere the Rana could dine. 
Koombo assembled bis brethren of the Pathar, declaring, that even the mock 
Boondi cinst be defended. AH felt the indignity to the clan, and each 
bosom burning with indignation they prepared to protect the mud walls of 
rhe pseudo Boondi from insult; It was reported to the Rana that Boondi 
was finshed. He advanced to the storm : but what was his surprise when, 
instead of the blank-cartridge he heard a volley of balls whiz amongst them 1 
A messenger was despatched and was received by Bairsi at the gate, who 
plainad^he oause of the unexpected salutation, desiring him to tell the 
Pi-ma that ‘‘not even the mock capital of a Hara should be dishonoured. 1 ’ 
.•mm.i-Unfe a sheet at the little gateway, Bairsi and the Kaawunts invited 
iihe assault, and at the threshold of "Qar-ca-Boondi" (the Boondi of clay) 
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y'.'jive up their lives for the honour of the race* The Rana wisely 
remained1 satisfied with this salvo to his dignity, nor sought am further to 
wipe oft the disgrace incurred, at the real capital of the Haras, nerceivin - iho 
impolicy of driving such a daring clan to desperation, whose services he 
could command on an emergency. 

Hamoo who ruled sixteen years, left two sons ; 1st. Birsing, and 2nd. 
Lalta, who obtained hhutkur, and had. two sons, Novarma and Jaita, each 
°1 iH'oin loft elans called after them Novarma-pota and Jaitawut. Birsing 
ruled fifteen years, and left three sons ; Biroo, Jubdoo, who founded three 
tribes,f and Nana, descendants Nimawuts. Biroo, who died S 1.520, ruled 
titty years, and had seven sous ; 1. Ruo Bandoo j 2. Sami, ; 3. Ako • 
4 Odd ; •>. Chanda ; G. Samamng ; 7. Umursing : the first five founded 

lh w A1 f wut * Codawut, Chondawut, but the last two 
abandoned their faith for that of Islam. 

Bando has left a deathless name in Rajwarra for his boundless 

S‘l542 e3 (’A°D rffi aIlj TT dUri,,g . t,,C faminC which desolated that country in 
visitation ILfm 3) ' '^.forewarned, says the bard in a vision, of the 
bLfbuffilo / r T ‘ ,Up 0r t hU fe mme personified) aPP^red riding on a lean 
apparition 1 ° “TV rvo^B" f i word „ a,ld intrepid Hara assaulted the 

v P nr ri ‘iVV i • exetoimod • < I am Kal iTime) ; on me 

onno-f' mV W- 11 H 1 v '!iu. Yot you are the only mortal who ever dared to 
t • * fin * W 1= ^ 0n ' hana BelUees (forty t .,o N : the land will become 
Th,? fi A°"' g . r distribute liberally, they will bo never empty ” 

2aJg l li *5^ .Kao Bando obeyed tL SZ'TX 

had almost fo lowed ^xhli :j m ' our,dln S sta, . e - One year passed and another 
which rav aged alHIndia 11 rains ceased and a famine n.su.,1 

while his own ri av P. l i’-) A HnC ® S ^ ar and near Se Ht For aid to lAondi, 

still kept up i,, memory ^ 9* ati ' : '* h ' c h practice is 

or 'anchor of Bandoo/ * d > ^ , he name of Lungut ca-noopre, 

adversity. ^m?two S^Sofh Ra ®, Biad ° 0 C u° uld not him firm 
abandoned their fait/ andVitl/th^f b >' * he temptation of. P nvor, 

Bjoudi, where, under their n w tin » re hC royal power expelled him from 
jointly ruled even years Baft Samarcandi and (Tmureandi, they 

" ’ * Sign of tlZf ratlred H Matocmda, in the hills, where 
tYentyone years, and where his cenotaph still 


be died after a 


remans, 


MatooncL. 


HeleftL^o im Q - year3 ’ and where tis cenotaph 
ons, 1st. Narayan-das, and 2nd. Nir-Boodh, who 


had 


iMiiiertJ bVlffV™ ’K? to manhood 


in this retreat ; but no 


he at liberty to niTi m l' : ” y * ua «u«TO in 

Pathsr, and revealed hi , than he is a Hssembled the aru 

the attempt. They sivr, 3 j. ae "®rmination to obtain Boondi, or 


,he anc™,.,. Tk. v 3 ,„„ to 


sooner waa 
of the 


After the 


perish 


in 


days of 


vuxhnn 



' BHorly an,l r&ris were too murl. id"" < " ,a - 

similar to that suggested to tho Hnn \! nour 5 QUf ^ w hile he wave: 
arose in tho Bo's <le Boulogne to whJk dotcrmil, ed to capture 

t Jubdoo had three eons ’. each JJ* 1 * 110 ! 3 rctli ’° 1 * 
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aud while he wavered, a hint was 
Boondi. A rat 


* king* 

'illowed to 
re delights 
hrown out, 
k Madrid 


" 1(3 J t tL- x- ., 

and Seianji. The foimerbad Meoh c1nn «- The eldest, Eacha, had two son 

Maoh and Siiwuut Iltirafl. * no atter Sawunt, whose descendant* m 
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r^raing were over, be sent to his Islamite uncles a complimentary 
message, intimating his wish to pay his respects to them • and not suspect¬ 
ing dang r from a youth brought up in obscurity, it was signified that he 
might come. 

With a small but devoted band, he reached the chowk (square), where he 
left his adherents, and alone repaired to the palace. He ascended to where 
both the uncles were seated almost unattended. They liked not the resolute 
demeanour of the youth, and tried to gain a passage which led to a subter¬ 
ranean apartment; but no sooner was this intention perceived, than the khan- 
da, or ‘ double-edged sword/ of Bando’s son cut theelder to the ground,while 
his lance r ached the other before he got to a place of security. In an instant, 
he severed both their heaJa, with which ho graced the shrine of Bhavani, and 
giving a shoat to his followers in the chortle, their swords were soon at work 
upon the llooslems. Every true Hara supported the just cause, and the dead 
L <di s uf the aipostates and their crew were hurled with ignominy over the walls. 
To commemorate this expl it and the recovery of Boondi from these traitors 7 
he pi lar on which the sword of the young Hara descended, when he struck 
down Sa.narcandi, and which bears testimony to the vigour of his arm, is an¬ 
nually worshipped by every Hara on the festival of the Dusera * 

N a ray n-das became celebrated for hi3 strength and prowess. He was one 
of those undaunted Rajpoots who arc absolutely str ingers to the impression of 
fear, and it might be said of danger and himself, ‘'that they were brothers 
w helped the same day, and he the elder, M Unfortunately, these qualities were 
lendored inert from the enormous quantity of opium he took,which would have 
kiiled most men ; for it is recorded “he could at one time eat the weight of 
seven pic^f The consequence of this vice, as might be expected, was a 
constant stupefaction, of which many anecdotes are related. Being called to 
ahl the R ma RaerauU, (hen attacked by the PathanVof Mandoo, lie set out 
at the heal of five hundred select Haras. On the first day’s march, he was 
taking his siesta, after his usual dose, under a tree, his mouth wide open, into 
which the (lies had unmolested ingre.s, when a young tailani] came to draw 
water at the well, and on learning that this was Boondi’s prince on his way 
to aid th 3 Rana in his distress, she observed, *lf he gets no other aid than 
th 3, alas, for my prince!” ‘ The umuldar (opium-eater) has quick ears, thou 
gli no eyes, is a common adage in Rajwarra. What is that you say, rand 
(widow) V' roared the Rao, advancing to her. Upon her endeavouring to 
excuse herself, he observed, ” do not fear, but repeat it.“ In her hand she 
had an iron crow bar, which the Rao, taking it from her, twisted untill the 
ends met round her neck. Wear this garland for me/' said, ho" untill I re¬ 
turn from ading the Rana, unless in the interim you can find someone strong 
enough to unbind it.* 

Oheelore was Closely invested • the Rao moved by the intricacies of tho 
Pat bar, took the royal camp by surprise, and made direct for the tent of the 
generalissimo. cutting down all in hisiway. Confusiun and panic seized the 
Mooeleine, who fiod in all directions, The Boondi nakarras (drums) struck 


Though called apiilar, it is a slab in tho staircase of the old paiaco, which I Lttvo aeon, 
t The c ip per coiu of ttoontli, oqual to n halfpenny One pice wo ight is a common dose 
for an ordinary Unjpoot, but would ucud tho uuiuifciuiyd to eternal Bleep. 
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• ‘ 4 a f. the in ° ri| i n -t broke, the besieged had the satisfaction to behold the 

invaders m persed and their auxiliaries at hand. Rana Raemull came forth 
and conducte! lrs deliverer in triumph to Oheetore. All the chief? assembled 
to do honour to Boandi’s prince, and the ladies ‘‘behind the curtain felt sc 
little alarm at their opium-eating knight, that the Rana’s niece determined 
to espouse him, and next day communicated her intentions to the Rana 
“ The slave of Narayn 11 was too courteous a cavalier to let any fair lady die 
for his love; the Rana was too sensible of his obligation not to hail with joy 
any mode of testifying his gratitude, and the nuptials of the Hara and Kdu 
were celebrated with pomp. With victory and his bride, he returned to the 
Bando valley; where, h -wever, ’ the flower of gloomy Dis ’ soon gained the 
ascendant even oyer Camdeo, and his doses augmented to such a degree, that 

he scratched his lady instead of himself, and with such severity that he 
marred the beauty of the Mewari.” In the morning, perceiving what had 
’ , y , et bjl , n £ mailed with no reproach, he gain, d a reluctant victory 
an 1 ^signed the opium box to her keeping.* Narayn-da*: 

cd to hR onlyTon 63 ^’ ^ left ^ COUntr ' V ia trau( l uillit y. and much er.tcnd- 

»? 00 *i3 n I? 11 . as 1 ? ended the S adi in S. 1530 Ul. D.1534). Like his father 
ht was athletic m form and dauntless in soul , and it is said possessed ir. an 
ti'at unemng sign of a hero, long arms, his (like those of 
Rama and Prithwiraj) reaching far below his knees,’' 

o^i, ^ 1 th Cheob3re was a 8 ain cemented by intermarriage 

hbo wnsi’steron the pTc^R ‘ T Rana Rutna » who bestowed 

i 1 One dav £5 , Rao Soojo I like his father, was too partial to bis 

Poorbia chief felt ™ ; Cbe ?*?!®> be baJ f allc n asleep in the Presence, when a 
Lra’s ear withw® ln . cbnahon to d «tnrb him, and ‘tickled the 
fhl^L !f i fch 'fi e ;, He mi g ht as well have jested with a tiger- 

* f -“ °p e his khanda stretched the insdter on tho carpet The 

fh?\ P r he feU u’ aKd Waifced for revenge,\vhich he 
ai.ct-d by_ making the Rana believe the Rao had other obiAs in view 

Sftnscr 

to which she invited boxh her hr t The fair Soojn had prepared a repast,, 
attended the culinmy b / 0ch ^ aadher husband : she had not only 
love to drive the flies from n?? borS mf’ but waited on these objects of hol¬ 
dings to the husband vS ^ ■ °° a ' rhou g h the wedded fair of Rajpootana 
houftfrom whence she sprutV^r"ft ‘ he , honour of the 
.Which feeling has 6 l en D^ ^ * ° 1? had ft?” adn ' it! < d ■' 

ed, on removing the Lnhappi y Sooja remark 

tiger while her h„ci™ o . , her brother had devoured his share like a 

expression, added to other insults which w ^ ^ ^ ^ 

the Rao his life, and send the feir - , - 101 , P "\- U| T r T , C0St 

The dictates of hospitality prevented t hi r tW ?*? ,b 
the moment, and in fact it waa m lo ! R f na > from noticmg >he remark at 
i i , , .: '• accoidanfc with the general touor v 

his character to revenge the afforr r v ;<-!» ! •/ , i h ;/. 01 

lated situation of the bravo Hara affSdedS^'o'n thn latter ukiTw 
leave, the Rana invited himself to hunt on the next .-.mg festival in the 
r'mms or preserves otBoondi. The merry month of pLlgoon arrived. 
e Rana au<: * c<mii P re P a red their suits of anwwh (greonf and 


NHNlSr^ 




ANNALS OF HAK1YATI. 

f /d the Pathar on the road to Boomli, in spite of the anathema ofthe 
cr^netio Sati , who, as she ascended the pyre at Bumaoda, pronounced that 
whenever Rao and Rana met to hunt together at the Alhara t such meeting, 
which had blasted ail her hopes, would always be fatal. But centuries had 
roiled between the denunciation of the daughter of Aloo Hara and Sooja 
Dae of Boondi ; and the prophecy, though in every mouth, served merely to 
amustf the leisure hour ; the moral being forgotten, it was only looked upon 
as ‘a tale that was past/ 

The scene chosen for the sport was on the heights of Nandta, not far 
From the western bank of the Chumbul in whose glades every species of 
game, from the lordly lion to the timid hare, abounded. The troops were 
formed into lines, advancing through the jungles with the customary noiso 
mid clamour, and /driving before them a promiscuous herd of tenants of the 
forest,—lions, tigers, hyenas, bears, every species of deer, from the enormous 
bar a-sing a and Nilgae to the delicate antelope, with jackals, foxes, hares, 
and the little wild dog. In such an animated scene as this, the Rajpoot 
forgets even his opium ; he requires no exhilaration beyond the stimulus 
before him ; a species of petty war, not altogether free from danger. 

It was amidst the confusion of such a scene that the dastard Rana 
determined to gratify his malice. Theprihces had convenient stations assign¬ 
ed them, where they could securely assail the game as it passed, each having 
but one or two confidential attendants. With the Rana was the Iago, of his 
revenge, the son of the Poorbia, whom the Hara prince had slain. “ Now is 
the moment/’ mid the Rana to his companion,” and instantly an arrow From 
the bow of the Poorbia was sped at the Rao. u With an eagle's eye he saw 
it coming, and turned it off with his bow* This might have been chance, 
but another from the foster brother of the Rana convinced him there was trea¬ 
chery. Scarcely had he warded off the second, when the Rana darted at him 
on liorseW?k,and cut him down with his hlianda , The Rao fell, but recover¬ 
ing, took his shawl and tightly bound up the wound, and as his foe was mak¬ 
ing off, he called aloud ” Escape you m&y, but you have sunk Mewar. 
The Poorbia, who followed his prince, when he saw the Rao bind up his wo¬ 
und. said, ” work is but half done /’ and like a coward, Rutna once more 
"hai ged the wounded Rao. As his arm was raised to finish the deed of shame, 
like a wounded tiger, the Hara made a dying effort, caught the assassin by 
the robe, and dragged him from his steed. Together they came to the 
ground, 11. j Rana underneath. The Rao knelt upon his breast, whiio, with, 
preternatural strength, with one hand he grasped his victim by the throat, 
with the other he searched for his dagger. What a moment for revenge 1 
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lunged the weappn into his assassin’s heart, and saw him expire at his 
The Rao was satisfied ; there was ho more life left him than sufficed 
cvenge, and he dropped a corpse upon the dead body of his foerrmn. 

The t id in us flew to Boondi^ to the mother of the Rao, that her son was 
in the Aihava. “Slain \” exclaimed this noble dame, ‘but did he fall 
b? Never could a son, who has drunk nt this breast, depart unaceum- 
ed /’ and as she spoke, “maternal feeling caused the milk to issue from 
mint with such force, that it rent the slab on Which it fell/’ 

The dread of dishonour, which quenched the common sympathies of na- 


tre for the death of her eon, had scarcely been thus expressed, 
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-nwfijctigor announced tho magnitude of his revenge. The Raj (foot 

lame was satisfied, though fresh horrors were about to follow. The wives of 
the murdered princes could not survive, and the pyres were prepared on the 
fatal field of sport. The fair Sooja expiated her jest, which cost her a hus¬ 
band and a brother, in the flames, while the sister of Rana Rutna, married to 
the Rao, in accordance with custom or affection, burned with the dead body 
of her lord. The cenotaphs of the princes were reared where they fell •, whilo 
that of Sooja Bae was erected on a pinnacle of the Pass, and adds to the pic¬ 
turesque beauty of this romantic valley, which possesses a double charm for 
the traveller,:who may have taste to admire the scene, and patience to listen 
to the story.* 

Soortan succeeded in S. 1591 (A.D. 1535), and married the daughter o£ 
the celebrated Sukta, founder of the Suktawuts of Mewar. He bedamo an 
ardent votary of the blood-stained divinity of war, Kal-Bhiroo , and like al¬ 
most all those ferocious Rajpoots who resign themselves to his horrid rites, 
grew cruel and at length deranged. Human victims are the chief offerings 
to lus brutalized personification of war, though Soortan was satisfied with 
the eyes.of his subjects, which he placed upon the altar of “the mother vt 
war ' It was then time to question the divine right by which ho ruled. Tho 
assembled nobles deposed ami banished him from Boondi, assigning a small 
ullage on the Chumbul for his residence, to which he gave the name Soor- 
tanpur, which survives to boar testimony to one of many instances of the de¬ 
position of their princes by the Rajpoots, when they offend custom or morali¬ 
ty. Having no offspring, the nobles elected the son of Nirboodh, son of Rao 
Bando, who had been brought up m his patrimonial village of Matoonda. 

Arjoon, tho eldest of the eight sonsf of Nirboodh, succeeded liia 
jamshed cousin. Nothing can more effectually evince the total extinction 
of animosity between these valiant races, when once 'a feud is balanced/ 
than the fact of Rao Arjoon, soon after his accession, devoting himself and 
his valiant kinsmen to the service of the son of that Rana who had slain hid 
predecessor. The memorable attack upon Cheetoro by Bahadur of Uuzzorat, 
rtf fc he death of the Hara prince and his vassals 

.1 ^ p, ur ’breach. Rao Arjoon was this prince who was 

S7nicmrf of thU h ? f 0re r .( basti ?"V . The Boondi hard makes a strip. 

Jj f • e l * catastrophe, in which the indomitable courage of their 
prince is finely imagined. The fact is also confirmed by the annals of 


Mewar 


777 T. ^ b ’ a £ men * * - of the rock, disparted by the explosion of tilt) 
nient ’-'S ' 11 * 6W 113 9wor< t a,) d the world beheld hi3 departure n ith amaze 


point oTview!^ Author’hM wS**^ 8 conola P{ 1 of the fair Sooja Bao, at the t elite* 
which still affords good hunting. the c<?nota Pns of the pnuecs at Nwidta, a place 

Boom, who Hurdoe* 1 “Mapal^Lfptow', wl | 0 had Tft,, ' Urda 1 

j Seo Yol, I, p. 247 * * u cnaen, whose abodeB ura not recorded: 

§ So ; 1 lie a bdfint jny 

Dhnr 'pitrbui ori silla 
1 Tyn 1c a H turner 

"Ad patia, Kara Vja.(t) \ 

(1) Gja, the familiar contraction fo Arjooo*i 
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eldest of the four sons* of Arjoon, succeeded in 



CHAPTER III. 


Rao Soorjun obtains Rinihmibor.—Is besieged by Akler,—The Boondi prince 
surrenders the castle.—Becomes a vassal of the empire .— 'Magnanimous 
sacrifice of Sawunt Ham—Abler bestows the title of Rao Rojo, on the 
Hara prince. — He is sent to reduce Gondwana. — His success and honoui s. 
— Rao Bhoj succeeds.—AVber reduces Guzzeral.—Amazonian punw.—- 
Disgrace of Rao Bhoj.—Cause of Als her’? death—Rao Rultan.—Rdellion 
against the emperor Jehanyir— The Hara prince defeats the re-lets.—* 
Partition of Ilurouti.—Madhu Sing obtains K»tah —Row Rattan ««»*■ 
His heir Gopinath killed.—Partition of fiefs in HarouU.—Rao LhuW 
Sal succeeds,-Appointed governor of Agra.-Services m the Djkten' 
Escalades DonlutabaJ.—Colburga.-Damoimce.—Civil tear 
sons of Shah Jehan.—Character of Amevgzebe by the 0 f 

. lily of the Hara princes.-Baltles of Organ O-^Mpur.-Hemc *«/ 
Clutter Sal —Is slain, with twelve princes of Hara blood. Bbao 
cecds .—Boondi invaded.—Imperialists defeated. Rao Bhao o < * u <■_ 

favour.—appointed to A rungabad .— Succeeded by Rao. Anuro.d.—cippoin t 

to Lahore.-His death.—Rao Boodh.-Battle of Jajm.-lne H am prices 
of Kotah and Boondi opposed to each other.-Kotah prince \ la ' n Z£* m 
luntrv of Rao Boodli.- Obtains the victory for Bahadur. Shah.--* ™ J 
of the Booiuli prince.-—Compelled to dy.-Feud with the 
-Its cause.—Ambitions news of Aider.—Its political -g oon di. — 

cherv <f Amber.—Desperate conflict .—Rao Boodli driven fn 
Boondi territory curtailed.—Rao Boodli dies In.exile—His sons. 

With Rao Soorjun commenced a new era for Boondi. Hitherto ct 
prim** had enjoyed independence, excepting the homage and occasion ^^ 
i ce on emergencies which are maintained as much from lunship as va^sa 
But they were now about to move in a more extended orbit, ar.d to occupy 
conspicuous page in the future history of the empire of India. 

Wwunt Sing, a junior branch of Boondi, upon the expulsion of the h. 
ahahi dynasty, entered into a correspondence with the Afghan governor 
tl umbw, which, terminated in ihe surrender of this celebrated fortre*. ^ 
he delivered up to his superior, the Rao Soorjun. For this imporbanMer . 
which obtained a castle and possession far superior to any undet 1 ' 

t ,ds wore assigned near the city to Sawuntji, whose name became ien 
and was transmitted as the head of ihe dan ? Sawunt Hara « urr or.der 

The Ohohan chief of Baidla who was mainly instrumental totb ^ ^ ^ 

of thin famed fortress, stipulated that it should be held by Rao Soo J > an ,j 
of Mewin’. Thus Rinthmabor, which for ages was an app arg) J - 


---- : 7 " . ,. ( .,| nn jossa Kara, 

» Uftm Sin if, clan Rami Hara ; Akhiraj, clan Akhiriupotn ; Mudit, - 
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^v^jvC^wtin!icd untill the fourteenth century in a branch of family decended from 
TBeesildeo, when it was captured from the valiant Hamit* after a desperate 
resistance, once more reverted to the Chohan race. 

Uinthumbor was an early object of Akber’s attention, who besieged it in 
person. He had been some time before its impregnable walls without the hope 
of its surrender, when Bhagwandas of Amberand his sons, the more celebrated 
Raja Maun, who had not only tendered their allegiance to Akbor, but allied 
themselves to him by marriage, determined to use their influence to make Soor- 
jun Hara faithless to his pledge, ” to hold the castle as a fief of Cheetore.”+ 
That courtesy, which is never laid aside amongst belligerent Rajpoot*, obtain 
ed Raja Maun access to the castle, and the emperor accompanied him in the 
guise of a mace-bearer. While conversing, an uncle of the Rao recogni/.ecl 
the emperor, and with that sudden impulse which arises from respect, took 
the mace from his hand and placed Amber on the ’ cushion ” of the governor 
<«wr n n o . ber ’ 8 P r ^enoe of mind did not forsake him. and he said, 
,, r f ’ , ' 0 koorjun, what is to be done?” which was replied to bv Raja Maun, 
wm r lt Rana> glv< t U P, Rinthumbor, and become the servant of‘the king, 

1 lg 1 bonoul 'S and office.” The proffered bride was indeed magnificent: 
o government of fifty-two districts, whose revenues were to bo nppropri- 
atea without inquiry, on furnishing the customary contingent, and liberty 
to name any other terms, which should be solemnly guaranteed bv the king t 
A treaty was drawn up upon the spot, and mediated by the pi ece of 
Amber, which presents a good picture of Hindu feeling • 

1 st. That the chiefs of Boondi should be exempted from that custom 
degrading to a Rajpoot, of sending a Jold§ to the royal harem. 

~ I* "jcefhptadn [ rQm jeztya, or poll tax. 

Attorn lhatthech)efs of should not be compelled to cress the 

tion of^sendhu-'t^l Vi? * 8a * 3 ^ Boo, ) (B should be exempted from the obliga- 

Wd * 8ui1 «•“*>* 

«tM Of a„d“„‘„ h ,7of entering the Da«,»o» 

7ih h ‘ JuS 1 *, efUfices should bo respected, 
leader. ' * ^ should never be placed under the command of a Hindu 

That their horses should not be branded with the imperial dagh.'X 

niontioned/a^bc^inuTii-' naum Ue^ r 03 '‘ 01,danc ottlo bard Chuud, in the Works already 
J — . 6 name, the tfaT&Vr-rasa and Hamir-cavija. J 

the poetic* chronicle of t.ho Haras “the shade 6f 
ng him so If by 1 mat^hn^^nl 6, lo deaote t]lafc hiS banefull influence and examples, in 
intnr Tn l. r. fcies with the imperialists, denationalized the Rajpoot 

mplo, v»o have presented a picture of patriotism in 
by arms. ° 00l jun avoided by convention what ibo Cheetoio 

the ammla of Boondl is a Criu 
Raja of Boondi from hi.i own 


t The Raja Maun ; Am* 10 * • e ^ a7/U ’'*rasa and llamir-cavya. 
the Kail Yuya a powerful 18 iu fc he poetic* chronicle of tho 

allying himself by m a trlmouW%j£ ***?,? f tbttt . ,lil! mfluoj 

chmaolor. In rofusiug to follow thill , fche imp'-'rmli 
tho hfe of Rami Pratap of itto var 5® xa ]“Hq, «o have prose 
princo did by arms. * it3 ‘ 0 ” 00r jun avoided by 

t Wo may here remark, that tho lr ^j' 
translation of an historical sketch lr«n » r 8 portion 
records, occasionally augmented from the harm W v hy . 1,1 
§ Dnlo. is the term for a princess aftinneo l t° ?! ,ron * cl8 - 
|| An anoiout institution of tho Timooronu °t- "' S ' 

For a description of this festival. \\,i. i j, 

Th’.tt htrftdid tdililh) WHa 'l iiowni- nn 


Ling, 

ga, derived from t^oir Tartar 
brand {dujh) was a Hower uu ^’ f i’ ri ^ d and - GlAd '' in ' s A >'*" 
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That they should bo allowed to boat their nakarrat , or kcttte- 
drums/ in the streets of the capital, as far as the led durwaza, or xedgato , 
and that they should not be "commanded to make the 4 prostrati on/* on 

entering the Presence, „ . , , - 

10th. That Boondi should bo to the Haras what Delhi was to the king, 
who should guarantee them from any change of capital. 

In addition to these articles, which the king^ swore to maintain, he 
assigned the Itao a residence at the sacred city ot Kasi, possessing that pri¬ 
vilege so dear to the Rajpoot, the right of sanctuary, which is maintained to 
tbii day. With such a bribe, and the full acceptance of his terms, wo cannot 
wonder that Eao Soorjun flung from him the remnant of allegiance he owe 
to Me war now humbled by the loss of her capital, or that he should agreo o 
follow the victorious car of the Mogul. But this derelection of duty was 
effaced by the rigid virtue of tho brave Sawunt Hara, who, as already stated 
had conjointly with the Kotario Chohanf obtained Rinthumbor. tie pufi 


on the saffron robes, and with bis smalt but virtuous clan determined, in 
spite of his sovereign’s example, that Akber should only gain possession over 

their lifeless bodies. „ _ 

Previous to this explosion of useless fidelity, ho set up a pillar with a 

solemn anathema engraved thereon, on “whatever. .%» 
she uld ascend the castle of Rinthumbor, or who should quit it al ve. &a« unt 
and b ; n kin made the sacrifice to honour; ‘‘they gave up their Ufe s b °°d to 
maintain their fidelity to the Rana/’ albeit himse c /J 1 i * s ’ ^ead 

from that day, no Hara ever passes Rinthumbor without. avert g 
from an object which caused disgrace to the tribe, y ith this tiarmotiOR 
all intecourae ceased with Mewar, and from this period the Hara bore tho 
title of “jRgso Raja” of Boondi. , „ .. 

Rao Soorjun was soon oalled into action, and sent as commander to 

reduce Gondwana, so named from being the “region of the <“ t 

took their capital, Bari, by assault and to commemorate the achiev^ ^ 

erected tho gateway still called the Soorjunpol. fhe / ‘ . restora . 

carried captives to the emperor, and generously interceded . tfa - 

tionto liberty, and to a portion of their possessions On effecting this 
service, the king added seven districts to his grant, including ‘ 

Chunar. This was in S. 1032. or A.D. 1576, the year in which Rana Piatap 
of Mewar fought the battle of Huldighat against Sultan Selim. + 

Rao Soorjun resided at his government of Benares, and by ms , 
wisdom, and generosity, benefited the empire and the Hindus at large 
*km religion through him ms respected. Omng to the prodnee> of hs 
. !ministration and the vigilance ot his pdico, the ini .se p rl •- 0 i’j' i, n ,, uti- 
p :rsou and property was established throughout the province. Ho beanti 


! 

Mewft 


toiler to (he ko-tv:o of Chino. Had our ambassador possessed tho wit oi I 
r l,i who whou compelled to pay humane to the king determined '' nl , 
i t to mibmit to t,ia deRradat ,.,,, ho might have succeeded in his »>«•««* 10 11,0 
j-f.-cn." r r the I'd alien of thi( uuecdote fee page 82. Annals oj llllBtM 0 f 

coni'.int act of attaining the castle of Rmthuml r is continue^ in obohan 

hiins of Kotario, of the same original stock as the Haras : thou.- ; » - <> 
im vury well, ns ulso ono of tho -;:me stock, of Tlnidln, another o£ tfc 


L 
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— ornamented the eity, especially that quarter where'he resided and 
eighty four edifices, for various public purposes, and twenty baths wore 
constructed under his auspices. He died there, nnd left three legitimate 
sons: 1. Rao Bhoj; 2. Dooda, nicknamed by Akber, Lukur Khan: 3. 
Raemull, who obtained the town and dependencies of Polaita, now one of 
the fiefs of Kotah and the residence of the Raemulote Haros. 

About this period. Akber transferred the seat of government from Delhi 
to Agra, which he enlarged and called Akberabad. °Having determined on 
the reduction of Guzzerat, he despatched thither an immense army, which 
he followed with a select force mounted on camels. Of these, adopting the 
custom of the desert princes of India, he had formed a corps of five hundred 
each haying two fighting men in a pair of panniers. To this select force 
composed chiefly of Rajpoots, were attached Rao lihoj and Dooda his brother! 
Proceeding with the utmost celeiity. Akber joined his army besieging Surat, 
lS‘«W 1 n: y desperate encounters took place. In the finalV’.nl, the 

ed 1 im to Si 8 '" °^ c e r ra y ’ on which occa3io » the king command- 
his estates » i. b ; e " rd The Kao liraitcd his request to leave to visit 
Thn 1 T l y durin g the periodical rains, which was granted. 

forth, and again claimed distinction and rewmrcl To ml lfc ^°" e 

merits of the Boondi leader the L-i„„ „„ fo mark his sense ot tan 

be erected, where he led the assault & whT'h'T 0 ^ a new bastion should 

train ae, “ w 

displeasure. On the death of 'Ao -1Ces '^ ho j, tel1 under the emperor’s 
court-mourning • and that all miaht^nr’ Joda ® a . e > A kher commanded a 
affliction, an finance issued Xf? W *5? ®‘ Participation in their master’s 
Mooelem leaders should 1J X “ th ° R ^ ,P ° 0t c,liefs > aa the 

compliance the royal harhel mousta ? h<! a,ld fche beard. To secure 

they came in i h^ , “ e ^ s bad the execution of the mandate. But when 

manhood thevleJe renlh°1 in °l er to remove theae tokeu3 " f 

IT lae< ? ^buffets and contumely. The enemies of 


Rao Bhoj 


‘mofoe/,-* — t™ lu, ;“''" u .^uiuiy uepnvea ot his 

jj tl t *1° might as well have commanded the operation on & iigc\\ The 
} u .... Qxv their arms; the camp was thrown into tumult, and would soon 
ren. [I 1 ese #te4 a wide scene of bloodshed, had. not the emperor, seasonably 
ln ? t° f his fo11 ^ re P ai ™ d t-o the Boondi quarters in person u£ 
aiili f admiration (he might have said his fear) 

ubf ^is e * c P hant to expostulate with the Rao, w 

P* ead cd his father's privileges, and added 4< thaSi 
J of the distinction of putting k 


mo 


was unworthy 


of Kara valour, 
ith consider 
■ater of pork 
into mourning ui 


an 


miST/fy 
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t, enfbrlt 


fccn. ,/ Akber, happy to obtain even so much acknowledgment, 
ced the Rao, and carried him with him to his own quarters. , 

In this portion of the Boondi memoirs is related the mode of Akber a 
death.* He had designed to take off the great Raja Maun by means oi a 
poisoned confection formed into pills. To throw the Raja off his guard, he 
had prepared other pills which were innocuous but in bis agitation ho 
unwittingly gave these to the Raja, and swallowed those which were 
poisoned. On the emperor’s death, Rao Bhoj retired of his hereditary domi¬ 
nions, and died in his palace of Boondi, leaving three sons, Rao Ruttun, 
Hurda Narayn,f and Kesoodas4 . 

Jehangir was now sovereign of India. He had nominated his soh 
Purvey to the government of the Dekhan, and having invested him in 110 
city of Boorhanpoor, returned to the north. But Prince Khoorra, jealous u. 
his brother, conspired against and slew him. This murder was followed by 
an attempt to dethrone his father Jehangir, and as he was popular with the 
Raj'v d princes* being son of a princess of Amber,, a formidable rebellion 
was raised ; or, as the ohronicle says, ‘‘the twenty-two Rajas turned against 
the king, ali but Rao Rutfcnn 

11 S v.rwur pfoota, jul 6aha, 

“ Ab koa kurro jut tun ? 

“ Jata yurh Jehanyir ca, 

,f Rekha Rdo Ruttun. # it 

' Tho lake had burst, the waters were rushing out ; where now 1 
remedy ? The house of Jehangir was departing 5 it was sustained y Ji ' g 

With his two sons, Madhu Sing and Eteri, Ruttun repaired to Boorhan- 
poor, where he gained a complete victory over the rebels. In this eng«^ 
ment, which took place on Tuesday the full moon of Carlica, S. b * 1 " 
(A.D. 1579), both his sons were severely wounded. For these service?, | 
Ruttun waa rewarded with the government of Booth an poor ; am *'• 
his second son received a grant of the city of Kofcah and its c ^P cn( ‘ 1 . p 
which he and his heirs were to hold direct of the crown, i tom 1S P; " > 
therefore, dates the partition of Harouti, when the emperor, in hi- u ^ 
reward Madhu Sing, Overlooked the greater services of his father. u lri 
this Jehangir did not act without design ; on the contrary, he dreaaec 
union of so much power iD the hands of this brave race &s pregnant 
danger, and Well knew that by dividing, he could always rule both, the 
through the other. Shah Jehan confirmed the grant to Madhu Sing 
history will he resumed in its proper place, the Annals of Kotah. 

Rao Ruttun, while he held the government of Boorhanpoor foundea 
a township which still bears his name, Ruttunpoor. He performed another 

important service, which while it gratified the emperor, contribute 1 grea V 
.f L -,1 Rono. nf Mftwar. iv 

of 


the 

with 

one 

whoso 


to the tranquillity of his ancient lord paramount, the Rana of 
ivfraetory noble of tho court-, Deriou Khan, was leading a life of not ana 
ra; ne in that country, when the Hara attacked, defeated and carried 
captive to (he king. For this distinguished exploit, the king gave him on 


him 


Sec Yol. J, p. 176 . . A 

M«: Ueiil Kotah in separate groat from the fcmg during to teen 
Ue obtained Uuj town of Dhetpri (on tho Ghuuibul), with 


years. 


illogc 
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^^ J jt6buls > or keltic drums; the grand yellow bannor to be borne in state 
processions before his own person, and a red flag for his camp; which ensigns 
are still retained by his successor?. Rao Ruttun obtained the suffrages not 
only of his Rajpoot bretheren, but of the whole Hindu race, whose religion he 
preserved from innovation. The Haras oxultingly boast that no Mooslem 
dared polute the quarters where they might be stationed with the blood of 
the sacred kine. After all his services, Ruttun was killed in an action near 
Boorhanpoor, leaving a name endeared by his valour and his virtues to the 
^holo Hara race. 

Rao Ruttun left four sons, Gopinath, who had Boondi; Madhu Sing, 
who had Kotah ; Hcriji, who had Googore Js^ernath, who had no issue • 
and Gopinath, the heir of Boondi, who died before his fa iker.. The manner 
of his death affords another trait of Rajpoot character, and merits a place 
amongst these anecdotes which form the romance of history. Gopinath earn¬ 
ed on a secret intrigue with the wife of a Brahmin of the Buldea class, and 
in the dead of night used to escalade the house to obtain admittance! At 
length the Brahmin caught him, bound the hands and feet of his treacherous 
prince, and proceeding direct to the palace, told the Rao he had caught a 
thief in the act of stealing his honour, and asked what punishment was due 
to such offence, “death,” was the reply. He waited for no other, returned 
home, and with a hammer beat out the victim’s brains, throwing the dead 
body into the public highway. The tidings flew to Rao Ruttun that the 
heir of Boondi had been murdered, and his corpse ignominiouslv ? expo3cd • 
but when he learned the cause, and was reminded of the decree he had un¬ 
wittingly passed, he submitted in silence.f 

Gopinath left twelve sons, to whom Rao Ruttun assigned domaii still 
forming the principal k otrn, or fiefs, of Boondi : 

1. Rao Chutter-Sal, who succeeded to Boondi, 

2 . Indur Sing, who founded Indurgurb.j 

3. Beri Sal, who founded Bulwun and Filodi, and had Kurwsir and 
reepaldo, * 

4. Mokhim Sing, who had Anterdeh. 

5. Maha Sing, who had Thanoh.§ 


+ Ttii'/traH in°the fif h r hisjdeaeendents, forming a community round Nfcrnv 4 

occurred at Ght.^ and JS h forcib,y case which 

1 Those, the three b 7 * em ‘! t * }" commemoration oft,’ 


t Thosp tho fL on „ t ; - remuts^ in commemoration of tl-e justice of Mahmoud 

alienated from Boondi by thehut^ Booi ^ i >7^rhirgur^ Bulwun, and Aui-rd.li. an now all 
Boondi Rao, ° f 2a l lm . Sil l S ° f K °^ h 1 ‘ W;l * for tbo 

points were hid in darkness fit^**"** 


neKoUa^oTbo l frarisfo r r Md ^ would be yet abstract ami absoluto justice that, v. o ir.uld 

It wonW be a matter oflittfo d ffhmltv° 0f tboa ' chio,Uiuii to tk,;ir l m P er head of Boondi. 
hardship to ICotah. but a slight tnG t'^ur would be mnnen.se to Boondi and no 

require it. All ot these chipfs wwe r PT™ of, Protec ion who no 

Btriaalote, Mokhimdngote ; the Int J ° f c anS t Cal ,'rr ''' i hem ’ 

having imposed a tribute on those chiftain- '/Ti ^' 1 T ,k in TV J ? ,,oop 

warfare, to be responsible for it ; for which it V ^ undortook, m the days of -Tedawry 
iimn unohio in ... A... w J. l , c “ he received 


(H, then unable to protect*them ThnJ'n that homage and eervieo .. to 

those chiefs redeem their freedom from tribnT-’r ", wode °, f d ?, ,ngJ " 8 ‘ bft to *” ,lko 

vhich would relieve t horn altogether fco’u 
accordance with our treaties, w „oh prohibit euoh ties between be states. 

§ Thanoh, formerly called Jujawur, ia the only f,cf of the tsvolvo sons of iUittuo wl ,Vl 
»ow pays obedience to its proper head. The Mahvaja Bikramajeet is tae lineal deceuduTt of 
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x is useless to specify the names of the remainder, who 


<§L 

) issue?, 


left no 

Chutter-sal, who succeeded his grandfather, Rao Rutfcun, was not 
only installed ’by Shah Jehan in his hereditary dominions, but de¬ 
clared governor of the imperial capital, a post which ho held nearly 
throughout this reign. When Shah Jehan partitioned the empire into 
f onr vice roylties, under his sons, Dara, Aurungzebe, Sliuja, and Morad, Rao 

Chutter-sal had a high command under Aurungzebe, m the_ Dekhan, the 
Hira distinguished himself by his bravery and conduct in all the vari¬ 
ous sieves and action, especially at the assaults of Doulatabad and Beedn; 
the last was led by Chutter-sal in person, who named the place, and put 
garrison to the sword In & 1709 (A.D.1633), Calberga fell after an obs¬ 
tinate defence, in w’nich Chutter-sal again led the escalade. The last resort 
wa3 t jj 0 strong fort of Damounee, which terminated all resistance, and the 

Dekhan was tranquilized. 

“At this period of the transactions in the south, a rumour was propaga¬ 
ted of the emperor’s ( Shah Jehan ) death and as during twenty days tho 
i, - f luruu'izebe ) held no court, and did not even give private audience 
L ' V rfc obtained general belief* Dara Shekho was the only one of the 
pmneror’s sons then at court, and the absent brothers determined to assert 
E several pretensions to the throne. While Shuja marched from_ Bengal, 
Aurungzebe prepared to quit the Dekhan, and cajoled Morad to join lum 
r ‘h all hi' forces; assuring him that he, a dervevh from principle had no 
worldly desires for his only wish was to dwell in retirement, practising the 
Hrito oTl rigid follow of the prophet; that Dear was oo infidel, 
Shuja a free-thinker, himself an anchorite; and that he, Morad, alone of 
the J s ,v,s 0 f Shah Jehan was worthy to exercise dominion, to aid in which 

purpose he proffered his best energies ! , . 

1 -The emperor, learning tho hostile intentions of Aurungzebe, wrote . 
nrivatelv to tho Hara prince to repair to the Presence. On receiving tho 
mandate Chutter-sal revolved its import, hat considering that, as a servant 
of the midi (throne), his only duty was obedience,’ he instantly commenced 
bis preparations to quit the Dekhan. This reaching the ear of Aurungzebe, 
he enquired the cause of his hasty departure, observing, that in a very 

short tune he might accompany him to court. The Boondi prince replied 

‘his first duty was to the reigning sovereign,’ and handed him the firman or 
sunamons to the Presence. Aurungzebe commanded that he should not be 
permitted to depart, and directed his encampment to be surrounded. But 
Chutter-sal, foreseeing this, had already sent on his baggage and forming 
his vassals and those of other Rajpoot princes attached to the royal causa 
into one compact mass, they effected their retreatto the Nerbudda in the 
fuce 0 f their pursuers, without their daring to attack them. By the aid of 


. t A <» r [h bears not n more honourable, brave, or simple-minded 

Mul» 8fa.gr. and rf rervant of his young prince, awl my very sincere and valued 

i ajjf'-M. 11' was h . occasion to mention the ••lion-killer'm the Personal Narrative, 
fnenn ; Ur. wc shall sve oc - ^ ^ hraspologv of these important occurrences, that tho 

iUe reader will obstr . act, almost a verbatim translation from the memoirs 

ancnia^t: tha,t or tile origin** 1 - . » 

0 f ! % J ' 1 ’ L n C il t fc ^ <: ^v-hoX'W up thits character, seem 6 * to have wei studied Aurungseb* 

at oo mlafcnkoii ? 
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-—- ^olankl chieftains inhabiting the banks of this river, the Boondi Rao 
IVas enabled to pass this dangerous stream, then swollen by the periodical 
huns. Already baffled by the skill and intrepidity of 'Chutfcer-sal, Aruugijebe 
was compelled to give up the pursuit, and the former reached Boondi in 
safety; Having made his domestic arrangements, he proceeded forthwith to 
the capital, to help the aged emperor, whose power, and even existence, 
were alike threatened by the ungrateful Pretensions of his sons to snatch 
the sceptre from the hand which still held it.” 

If a reflection might be here interposed on tho bloody wars which 
desolated India in consequence of the events of which the foregoing were 
the initial scenes, it would bo to expose the moral retribution resulting 
lorn eyil. Were we to take but partial view of the picture, we should 
vene *‘able Shah Jehan, arrived at the verge 'of the grave, into 
v ic i t o unnatural contest of his sons for ompire wished to precipitate 
nun, extending his arms for succour in vain to the noblest of his own faith 
thrr, > the Ra jp° 0fc > faithful to his principle, ‘allegiance i; the 

v/onU°* 3 r akoC ! b ° th hfe an 1 laad t0 hel P him in his need. Such a picture 
wo v. u !t b a 1 ° llr 3 y nl i ,at h les the side of the helpless king. But when 
ful h'^pasfc, and consider that Shah Jehan, as prince Khoorm, played 

attftiYi f P ai ! v SQ ttiug aside the mask of hypocrisy), which Arungzebo now 
b . J } " , ' that,.tft forward his guilty design, he murdered his brother 
t | 0 stood between him ami the throne of his parent, against whom • 

lllorn^^ 1 c^x.T a^, ° Ur s y m P a ^hics are checked, and we conclude that unlimited 
) is a curse to itself and all who are subjected to it» 

Rained^b v ^ aC° °~' b u ^ e habad followed not long after this event, winch* 
AVe are not •' lln d 2 e be, left the road to the throne free from obstruction* 
his confine ff ra !^ reason xvr hy tho prince of Boondi did not and 

Sinrv ° ^he force assembled to oppose Arungzebe under Je?wunfc 
c* ^ A a fn a * r * U1 1 ? ss R he found in that article of the treaty of Rao 
fab n > P^hibitinglii 3 successors from serving under a leader of their own 
from T : a Q 1 \ aa , on ‘ ~ h? younger branch of Ivotah appears, on its separation 
four have felt itself exonerated from obedience to this decree - for 

on h ‘ ^ l t r ?kh^ ra K-otah, with many of their clansmen, were stretched 
£2“ cai T wamdherma and Shah Jehan* Before, however, 

^• ungzebe coidd tear the sceptre from the enfeebled hands oi his parent, ho 
thrvo ° ° omba ^ his elder brother Dara, who drew together at Dholpoo* alJ 
: a\ wh a yefc m&tded “the first duty of a Rajpoot.* The Boondi prince, 
r. h * 3 Haras clad in their saffron robes, the ensigns of death or victory, 
xv r f . van 8 ua * d of U»fa on this day, the opening scene of his sorrows, 
* ’ c , d but with his life ; for Dholpoor was as fatal to Dara the .Mogul 
tliM fu a ^ aa *°. Persian Darius, Custom rendered it indispensable 
, - the princely leaders should be conspicuous to the host, and in c onformity 

jpreto, Dara, mounted on his elephant, was in the brunt of the battle, in 
j eea ^ °f which, when valour and fidelity might have preserved i,he 
' ' pt . r ® of Shah Jehan, Dara suddenly disappeared. A panic ensued, which 
followed by confusion and flight. The noble Hara, on thia disasiiouS 
» eil6 > turned to his vassals, and exclaimed, “Accursed be he who flies l 
true to my salt, my feet are rooted to this field, hot will I « u lt tt 
Va » but with victory.” Cheering on his men, he mounted his elephapt, 
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^u^j5m!at encouraging them by his voice and example, a cannon-shot hitting 
his elephant, the animal turned and fled, Chutter-sa! leaped from his back 
and culled for his steed, exclaiming, “my olephant may turn his back on the 
enemy, but never shall his master. 1 * Mounting his horse, and forming his 
men into a dense mass (gole), he led them to the charge against prince Morad, 
T, r hom he singled out, and had his lance balanced for the issue, when 
a ball pierced his forehead. The contest was nobly maintained by his 
youngest son, Bharut Sing, who accompanied his father in death, and in 
dcaLh, ai d with him the choicest of his clan. Mokim Sing, brother of the 
Rao, with two of bis sons, and Oudi Sing, another nephew, sealed their 
fidelity with their lives. Thus in the two battles of Oojein and Dholpoor 
do less than t welve princes of the blood, together with the heads of every 
Hara clan, maintained their fealty ( [swamdherma ) even to death. Where arc 
we to look for such examples ? 


*Rao Chutter-sal had been personally engaged in fifty-two combats 
and left a name renowned for courage and incorruptible fidelity.” He 
enlarged the palace of Boondi by adding that portion which bears his name, 
—the Cliutter Mahal,—and the temple of Keshoorae, at . Patun, wa* 
constructed under hi* direction. It was in S. 1715 he was killed ; he left* 
four sons, Rao Bhao Sing, Bheem Sing, who got Googore, Bugwunt Smg, 
who obtained Mow, and Bharut Sing, who was killed at Dholpoor. 

Arungzebe, on the attainment of sovereign power, transferred all the re 
snntment he harboured against Chutter-sal to his son and successor, Kao 
Bhao. Ho <jave a commission to Raja Afcmaram, Gor, the prince of Sheopoor, 
to reduce “that turbulent and disaffected race, the Har/ 7 and annex Booridi 
:o tho government of Rinthumbor, declaring that he should visit Boondi 
shortly in person, on his way to the Dekhan, and hoped to congratulate 
him on his success. Raja Atmaram, with an army of twelve thousand mem 
entered Haravati and ravaged it with fire and sword. Having laid siege to 
Khatolli, a town of Indurgurh, the chief fief of Boondi, the clans secretly 
assembled, engaged Atmaram at Goturda, defeated and put him to^ flight, 
capturing the imperial ensigns and all his baggage. Not ^atisfied^ with this, 
they retaliated by blockading Sheopoor, when the discomfited Raja continu¬ 
ed his flight to court to relate this fresh instance of Hara audacity. The 
poor prince of the Gors was received wiih gibes and jests, and heartily re¬ 
ported of his inhuman inroads upon his neighbours in the day of their dis- 
grace. The tyrant, affecting to be pleased with thh instance of Hara courage, 
sent a firman to Rao Bhao of grace and free pardon’ and commanding his 
presence at court. At first the Rao declined; but having repeated pledges 
of good ii, / tuition, he complied and was honoured with the government of 
Arur.gabad under prince Moazzitn. Here he evinced his independence * V 
shielding Ruju Kurrun of Bikaner from a plot against his life. He perform¬ 
ed many gallant deeds with his Rajpoot brethren in arms, the brave Boon 
delft > of Oreha and Duttea. He erected many public edifices at Aran- 
gabad, where he acquired so much fame by his valour, his charities, and tho 
sanctity* of hie manners, that miraculous cures were (said to be) effected by 


* it iw a fftot worthy of notice, that the most intrepid of tho Rajpoot princely cavalier* 
of very xkvoul frame of wind. 
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10 died at Arungabad in S. 1738 (A.D. 1682), and, being without 
iMueTwas succeeded by Anurad Sing, the grandson of his brother Bhoom.* 

Anurad’s accession was confirmed by the emperor, who, in order to 
testify tho estoem in which he held his predecessor, sent his own elephant, 
Guj-goivr , with the klielat of investiture. Anurad accompanied Arungzebo 
in his wars in the Dekhan, and on one occasion performed the important 
service of rescuing the ladies of the harem out of the enemy’s hands. Tho 
emperor, in testimony of his gallantry, told him to name his reward; on 
which ho requested he might be allowed to command the vanguard instead 
of the reav-guard of the army. Subsequently, he was distinguished in ihe 
siege and storm of Beejapoor. 

An unfortunate quarrel with Doorjun Sing, the chief vassal of Boondi, 
involved the Rao in trouble. Making use of some improper expression, the 
Rao resentfully replied, <f I know what to expect from you which determin¬ 
ed Doorjun to throw hi3 allegiance to the dog 3 . He quitted tho army, and 
arriving at his estates, armed his kinsmen, and, by a coup de-main, possess¬ 
ed himself of Boondi. On learning this, the emperor detached Anurad with 
a force which expelled the refractory Doorjun, whose estates were sequestrat¬ 
ed, Previous to his expulsion, Doorjun drew the teeka of succession on the 
forehead of his brother of Buhvun. Having settled the afiairs of Boondi 
the Rao was employed, in conjunction with Raja Bishen Sing of Amber, to 
mottle the northern countries of the empire, governed by Shah Alum, ai 
lieutenant of the king, and who 3 a head-quarters were at Lahore, iti tho 
execution of which service he died. 

Anurad loft two sons, Boodh Sing and Jod Sing. Boodh Sing suc¬ 
ceeded to the honours, and employments of his father. Soon after, Arung- 
zone, who had fixed his residence at Arungabad, fell ill, and finding his end 
approac-i, the nobles and officers of state, in apprehension of the even-, re¬ 
quested hun to name a successor. The dying emperor replied, that the suc¬ 
cession was in the hands of God, with whose will and under whose decree ho 
was desirous that his son Bahadoor Shah Alum should succeed •, but that ho 
wa 3 apprehensive that prince Azim would endeavour by force of arms to seat 
himself on the throne.*}* As the king said, so it happened ; Azim Shah, being 
supported in his pretensions by the army of tho Dekhaii, prepared to dispute 
the empire with his elder brother, to whom he sent a formal defiance to decide 
then- claims to empire on the plains of Dholpoor. Boohadoor Shnh convened 
all the chieftains who favoured his cause, and explained his 
Amongst them was Rao Boodh, now entering on manhood, and he 
that moment iu deep affliction for the untimely loss of his brother, Jod Sing4 
When the king desired him to ^repair to Boondi to perform the offices ot 
mourning, and console his relations and kindred, Boodh Sing replied, H Tt 
11 °t to Boondi my duty calls me, but to attend my sovereign in the field—to 
that of Dholpoor, renowned for many battles and consecrated by the memory 
ot the heroes who have fallen in the performance of their duty:” adding "tb Jt 


position, 
at 


is 


* BUeom Sing, wlio had tho fief of Googar* bestowed on him, had a boo, Kbdi*n 8 
who sucoftded him, and was pao to death by Arungzobe. Anurad way the so > ot Kisheu. 
f Jt is useless to repeat that ihis is a literal translation front tho records and jo 
tho Hafa princes, who served the emporors. 
t Thj. ,-atasfcropho will be related in tne Personal Narrative. 
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a^refKis heroic ancestor Chutter-sal fell, \vh03e fame he desired to emuli 
ahcfby the blessing of heaven, his arms should be crowned with victory to 
ihe empire ” 

Shah Alum advanced from Lahore, and Azim. with his son Bedar Bukt, 
from the Dekhan; and both armies met on the plains of Jajow, near 
Dholpoor. A more desperate conflict was never recorded in the many bloody 
pages of the history of India. Had it been a common contest for supremacy, 
to bo decided by the Mooslem supporters of the rivals, it would have ended 
like similar ones,—a furious onset, terminated by a treacherous desertion. 
But here wore assembled the brave bands of Rajpoot&na, house opposed to 
house, and . Ian against clan. The princes of Duttea and Kotah, who had 
Jong served with prince Azim, and were attached to him by favours, forgot 
the injunctions of Arungzebe, and supported that prince’s pretensions against 
the lawful heir. A powerful friendship united the chiefs of Boondi and 
Duttea, whose lives exhibited one scene of glorious triumph in all the wars of 
the Pekhan. In opposing the cause of Shah Alum, Ram Sing of Kotah was 
actuac-' d by his ambition to become the head of the Haras, and in anticipa¬ 
tion of success had actually been invested with the honours of Boondi. A\ irh 
bu- h stimulants on each side did the rival Haras meet face to face on the 
plains of Tajow, to decide at the same time the pretensions to empire, and 
what affected them more, those of their respective heads to superiority. 
Previous to the battle, Ram Sing sent a perfidious message to Kao ♦ 

in’ itin r him to desert the cause he espoused, and come over to i zim , 
which he indignantly replied: “Thatphe field which bis ancestor harm-, 
luslratcd by his death, was not that whereon he would disgrace his memory 
by the dese rtion of his prince/’ 

Boodh Sing was assigned a distinguished post, and by his conduct and 
courage mainly contributed to the victory which placed Buhadoor Shah with 
out a rival on‘ the throne. The Rajpoots on either side sustained the oneit 
shock of the I . it tie, and the Hara prince of Kotah, and the noble Boondcla, 
Dulout of Duttea, were both killed by cannon shot, sacrificed to the cause 
th espoused while the pretensions of Azim and his son Bedar Bukt, 
Wore extinguished with their lives. 


Fur the signal services rendered on this important day, Boodh Sing 
was honoured v ith the title of Rao Raja, and Was admitted to the intimate 
friendship of the emperor, which lie continued to enjoy until his death* when 
fresh contentions arose in which the grandsons of Arungzebe all perished. 
PVoksen succeeded to the empire, under whom the Syeds of Barra held 
supreme power, and ruined the empire by their exactions and tyranny* 
When they determined to depose the king, the Hara prince, faithfull to his 
phdgc, determined to release him, and in the attempt a bloody conflict 
ensued in t he (fihomk) square, in which his uncle Jaet Sing, and many of his 

•landmen, wore slain. .. 

The rivalry which commenced between the houses of Kotah arid Boondi, 
on tbo plains of Jajow, in which Ram Sing was slain, was maintained by hie 
aon ui)< 1 auennsfjor, Raja Bhoom, who supported the party of the Syeds.' I J1 
the \) : . • v-Mtjun of his views and revenge, Raja Bhcoru eo far lost sight of the 
j af’.'jtvi character of the Rajpoot, as to compass his horse in the Mida n > 
outmdc t-.h.' walls f the capital. His few retainers formed a cirr ; } 0 round 
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bicf, hnd gallantly defended him, though with great loss, until they 
a place of safety. Unablo to aid the king, and beset by treochery 
Boa Boodh was compelled to seek his own safety in flight * Feroksotc was 
shortly alter murdered, and the empire iell into complete disorder ; who the 
nobles and Rajas, feeling their insecurity under the bloody and rapacious 
domination of the Sycds, repaired to their several possessions.f 

At this period, Raja Jey Sing of Amber thought of dispossessing Boodh 
Sing of Boondi. itao Boodti Sing was at this time his guest, having accom¬ 
panied him from court to Amber. The cause of the quarrel is thus related : 
The Har4 prince was married to a sister of Joy Sing ; she had been betrothed 
to the emperor Buhadoor Shah, who, as one ol the marks of his favour for tho 
victory of Dholpoor, resigned his pretensions to the fair in favour of Rao 
Boodh. Unfortunately, she bore him no issue, and viewed with jealousy his 
tow infant sons by another Rani, the daughter of Kala Megh of Bev oo, one 
of the sixteen chiefs of Mewar. During her lord’s absence, she feigned preg¬ 
nancy, ant having procured an infant, presented it as his lawful child. Rtv. 
.iJ , V , a ? m;ld o acquainted with the equivocal conduct of his queen, to the 
r ' K - r K ° • | 1S Pr °£f c ' tts P rin g, an d took an opportunity to reveal her conduct 
i ,, hro. her. The lady, who was present, was instantly interrogated by her 


y,_,, i i * '■v> pieseiit, was instantly interrogated ey nor 

K e \ but , esJ J s Pf ate d either at the susjiicion ol her liouour, or the disco- 
very ot her fraud, she snatched her brother’s dagger from his girdle, and 
rating him as the son of a tailor,” $ would have slain him on the spot, had 
he not fled from her fury. r 

cd thn ® P ut u P°n him, the Raja of Amber dehermin- 

feudatorfes £S r7 Boondi, and offered the gadi to the chief of its 
0 ff er it | , 0 udurgurn ; but Deo Sing had the virtue to refu.se tho 

<****>« Kurwiir who could not rosi 


qf- fho fnmntnfio m L “ , . Lue cnieicain ol lvurwur, who could not r cs\ 

h iisfc- fo - li. I m V tt 1KS nj 16 *’ Salim Sing, was guilty of a double breach of 

el co rum u di 6 i h 0 confidential office of governor of Tarragurli, the citad- 
°I commanding both the city and palace. 

i<=hrrl Ji ls P uto w ^ s . however, merely the underplot of a deeply chci- 

rem iov n sc henie ofthe prince of Amber, for tho maintenance of his sup- 


-rtrYir" ^ " ’7 P rlnce xvmudij iui uuo inaimjenanee ui ms huij 

anr i I , ver fctl0 min( ? r Rajas, to which his offico of viceroy of Malwa, Ajraero, 
oF Ha 8 l * a > S ave full scope, ..and he. skilfully availed himself of the results 
ClVi w“ ars °f the Moguls. In the issue of Fcroksere's dethrono- 
i !f rl ! ltl °P of bis schemes, and after a show of defending hint, 
reused to his dominions to prosecute his views. 

'Amwus yet circumscribed in territory, and tho consequence of its p 
•s arose, out of their position a3 satraps of (be empire. He therefore detern i- 
cc o seize upon all the districts on his frontiers within his grasp, and ; 


i moi ov 
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by Mu 
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. Vol* I, p. 327, of. pastim, in which tho Boondi Annals arc corro 

1 i_. J,al8 °f ^Bil by an autograph letter of Raja Joy Sing of Amber, 

n aigoon, S. 4m(A.l). 1719), J 

i ‘ "hose fcubjeofcs boing already discussed In Vol. I, would have bod uo placo here, w 
, ot necessary to show how accurately the boondi piinoes recorded events, and to res? 
om from the charge o£ having uo bi.=r >rical documents. 

+ ^his lady was sister to Chumnnji, elder brother to Joy Sing, aud heir i.ppaiont, to i 
I 1 0< Ajubttr, who vru:» put to death by Joy Sing. To U.iu murder tho Ruhtoro bard adhn 
111 t]l o couplut given in i heir umialb, Vol. ii, p. 02. "Chumunji” is tJbp title of the hi 
-bP^roM; r,f Amber, 1 know not whether Chumunji, which is e><-’ofya term of enleaunc 


not boBcejy Sing, Whole ca; tlvifcy wc 


:o h:i 


have related. See 
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pel the services of the chieftains who served under his banner as 

lieutenants of the king. tf . . . A ,. ,, , i ^ 

At this period, there were many allodial chieftain within the bounds of 
Amber: as the Puchwana Chohans about Lalsont, Goora, Neemrana who 
owed neither service nor tribute to Joypoor, but let their quotas as distinct 
dignitaries of tho empire under the flag of Amber. Even their own stock, 
the confederated Shekhawuts, deemed themselves under no such obligation. 
The Birgooiurs of Rajore, the Jadoons of Biana, and many others, the 
vassalage of older days, were in the same predicament. These, being m the 
dccIine°of the empire unable to protect themselves the more readily agreed 
to hold their ancient allodial estates as fiefs of Amber, and to serve with 
tho atipnl :Ced quota. But when Jey Sing’s views led him to hope he could 
in like manner bring the Haras to acknowledge his supremacy, he evinced 
both ignorance and presumption. He therefore determined to dethrone 
Boodh Sing, and to make Raja of his own choice, hold of him in chief. 

The Hara, who was then reposing on the rites of hospitality and family 
ties at Amber, gave Jey Sing a good opportunity to develope his views 
wliieh were first manifested to the Boondi prince by an obscure offer that 
Lc would make Amber his abode, and accept five hundred rupees daily for 
his Train His uncle, the brother’ of Jaet, who devoted hunself to> save his 
master at Agra, penetrated the infamous intentions ofJey^n H^ ^ 
to Booudi, and commanded that the Beygoo Kani P f 

children to her father’s ; and having given time for this, he by steaivn 
med his clansmen outside the walls of Amber, and hgvmg worn^his pnn 
of his danger, they quitted the treacherous abode. Raja ■ Boodh, at 
head of three hundred Haras, feared nothing. “Adnjrt far to 

capital, but they were overtaken at Pancholas on the mutual fro , 
the select army under tho five principal chieftains ot Amber. ... . 

bind was en dosed, when a desperate encounter ensued, RajP JP . ‘ 

Every one of the five leaders of Amber was slain, with a multitude of theur 
vassals : and the cenotaphs of the lords of Eesurda, Sirwar, »d JBhowar, 
2 ? afford evidence of Kara revenge. The uncle ot Boondi was alam aml 

the valiant band was so thinned, that it was deemed unwise to go to 
Boondi, and by the intricacies of the Plateau they reached Beygoo » 

This dear-bought success enabled Jey Sing te execute his plan, and Bu eei 
Sing, of Rurwur, espoused the daughter of Amber, and was invested witb 

the title of Rao Raja of Boondi. , ... 

Taking advantage of the distress of the elder branch of his house, 
R: iu Bbecmof Kotah, now strictly allied with Ant of Marwar and the 
Svids rosecuted tho old feud for superiority, making the Chumbul u- 
upon all tho focal lunda of Boondi east of tins streau. 

(excepting the Kotris), which he attached to Kotah. 

tj .’tiled in Mile at Ecypoo, loaymg two sons, Omatla Sing J>«P Si^ 
Tho sons of Rao Boodh were soon driven even from the shelter °f_ihe » 
tcrnal abode for at the instigation of their enemy of Amber, the Kana se 
imvitraicd B y^oo Pursued by this uumanly vengeance, the brave yont _ 
C-..hooted ■ oil nail band, and took refuge in the wilds of Puchail, whence they 
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v^v^id Doorjun Sal, who had succeeded Raja Bheem at Kotah. This priti- 
^ Tad a heart to commiserate their misfortunes, and the magnanimity not 
only to relieve them, but to aid them in the recovery of their patrimony. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Ilao Omeda defeats the troops of Amber.—Conflict at D ullana—Omeda 
defeated and obliged to fly.—Death of BLunja, his steed—Takes refuge 
amidst the ruins of the Chumbul.—Redeems his capital.—Is again expell ¬ 
ed from it u —Intervene with the widow of his father ; she solicits aid 
from Ilolcar to reinstate Omeda.—The Amber Prince forced to acknoic* 
ledge the clainis of Omeda.—He recovers Boondi.—Suicide of tlic Amber 
prince,—First alienation of land to the Malirattas.—Modhu Si ig of 
Amber asserts supremacy over Harouit.—Origin of tributary demands 
thereon.— Zalim Sing.—Mahratta encroachments ,— Omeda’s revenge on 
the chief of Indurgurh ; its cause and consequences.—Omeda abdicates .— 
Ceremony of Yugraj, or abdication.—Installation of A jit.—Omeda be 
comes a pilgrim, his wanderings; cause of their interruption.—A jit 
assassinates the Rana of Alewar.—Memorable Sati imprecation.—Awful 
death o/ A jit.—Fulfilment of ancient prophecy.—Rao Bishen Sing succeeds 
distrust of his grandson ; their reconciliation. — Omeda’s death, 
—-British army retreats through Harouit , aided by Boondi.—Alliance 
^ ie wA .'—Benefits conferred on tioondi.—Bishcn Sing dies of the 

'holera Morbus) forbids the rites of Sati.— Ills character $ constitutes 
the Author guardian of his son , the Rao Raja Ram Sing. 

Omeda was but thirteen years of age oa tho death of his house’s foe* 
uie Raja of Amber, in S. 1800 (A.D. 1744!). As soon as the event was known 
to him, putting himself at the head of his clansmen, he attacked and earn¬ 
ed Patun and Gainolli. “When it was heard that the son of Boodh Sing 
was awake, the ancient Haras flocked to his standard/’ and Doorjun Sal of 
Kotah, rejoicing to see the real Hara blood thus displayed, nobly >ent his 

Esuri S?ng, who was now lord of Amber, pursuing his father’s policy, 
determined that Kotah should bond to his supremacy as well as the elder 
branch of Boondi. The defiance of his power avowed in the support of you- 
D g Omeda brought his views into action, and Kotah was invested. x But tho 
rc au It does not belong to this part of our history. On the retreat from Kotah, 
Esuri sent a body of Naunkpuntis to attack Omeda in his retreat at Pood 
v°ld) Lohari, amongst the Meenas, the aboriginaMords of these mountain 
wilds, who had often served the cause of the Ilaras, notwithstanding they 
have deprived them of their birthright. The youthful valour and distress 
°* young Omeda so gained their hearts, that five thousand bow i assembl¬ 
ed and desired to be led against his enemies. With these auxiliaries, he an¬ 
ticipated his foes at Beechorie, and while thevnimble mountaineers plpmler- 
e d the camp, Omeda charged the Jeypoor army sword iu hand it and elau^b. 
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;iiem without mercy, taking their kettle-drums and standards, 
the r ows of this defeat, another army of eighteen thousand men, under 
Narayu-da, Khetri, was sent against Omeda. But the affair of Beechorie 
confirmed the dispositions of the Haras; from all quarters they flocked to the 
standard of tho young princes, who determined to risk every thing in a 
general engagement- The foe had reached Duldana. On the eve of attack 
young Omeda went propitiate “the lady of Sitoon,” then tutelary divinity of 
iiis race; and as he knelt before the altar of A sapurna (the fultiller of hope), 
his eyes’falling upon the turrets of Boonii, then held by a traitor, ho swore 
to conquer or die. 

luspired with like sentiments, bis brave clansmen formed around the 
orange flrg, the gift of Jehangir to Rao Ruttun ; and as they cleared the 
pass leading to Dublana, the foe was discovered marshalled to receive them, 
In one of those compact masses, termed t/ole, with serried lances advanced. 
Omeda led his Haras to the charge. It? physical and moral impression was 
irresistible; and a vista was cut through the dense host opposed to them. 
Again they formed; and agaiD, in spite of the showers of cannon shot, the 
sword renewed its blows; but every charge was fatal to the bravest of 
Oineda’s men. In the first onset fell his maternal uncle, Prithwi Sing, 
Solanki, with the Mahraja Murjad Sing of Motra a valiant Hara, who fell 
just as he launched his chakra (discus) at the head of the Khetri commander 
of Amber. Prag Sing, chief of Sorun, a branch of the Thana fier, was a.so 
slair., with many of inferior note. Tho steed of Omeda was struck L r a 
cannonball, ami the intestines protruded from the wound. The intrepidly 
of the youthful hero, nobly seconded by his kin and clan, was unavailing, 
and the chieftains, fearing* he would throw away a life the preservation ot 
which they ail desired, entreated he would abandon the contest; observing) 
“i,hat if he survived, Boondi must be theirs; but if he was slain, there was 
an end of all their hopes.” 

With grief he submitted ; and as they gained the Sowalli Pass, whicn 
leads to fidurgurh, he dismounted to breathe his faithful steed; and as he 
looser.od the girths, it expired. Omeda sat down and wept. Hunja was 
worthy of such a mark of his esteem : he was a steed of Irak, the gift of the 
king to his father, whom he had borne in many an encounter. Nor was this 
natural ebullition of the young Hara a transient feeling: Hunja's memory 
was hold in veneration, and the first act of Omeda, when he recovered ins 
throne, was to erect a statue to the steed who bore him so nobly on the day 
of Oibkna. It stands in the square {choivk) of the city, and receives the 
reverence of each Hara, who links his history with one of the brightest of 
their achievements, though obscured by momentary defeat.* 

Omeda gained Indurgurh, which was close at hand, on foot ; but thw 
traitor to the name of Hara, who had acknowledged the supremacy of Amber, 
not only refused his prince a horv> in his adversity, but warned him oil the 
domain* asking ‘if ho meant to be the ruin of Indurgurh as well as Boondi? 
Li riling to drink water within its bounds, the young prince, stung by tbw 
perfidious mark of inhospit-alHy, took the direction of Kurwain. Its cbm* 
marie amende for the other’s churlishness : he advanced to meet him, offereu 


# 1 ItuTvi made my Balaam to the representative of Hunja. ami should huyc ^raom 
«sJ v itb a iUi-lut oil every military .festival, bad 1 dwelt among tlw Haras, 
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as he had to giy<§, and presented him with a horse. Dismissing bis 
kinsman to their homes and begging their swords when foi L une 
might be kinder, he regained his old retreat, the ruined palace of Rampo;<ra 
amongst the ravines of the Chumbui. 

Doorjun-Sal of Kotah, who had so bravely defended his capital against 
the pretensions to supremacy of Esuri Sing and his auxiliary, Appa Sindh, 
felt more interest than ever iu the cause of Omeda. The Kotah prince’s 
councils were governed and his armies led by a Bhat (bard), who, it may be 
inferred* was professionally inspired by the heroism of the young Hara to lend 
his sword as well as his muse towards reinstating him in the halls of his 
fathers. Accordingly, all tho strength of Kotah, led by the Bhat, was added 
to the kinsmen and friends of Omeda; and an attempt on Boondi was resolv¬ 
ed. The city, whose walls were in a state of dilapidation from this continual 
warfare, was taken without difficulty ; and the assault of the citadel of 
Tarragurh had commenced, when the heroic Bhat received a fatal shot from 
a treacherous hand in his own party. His death was concealed, and a cloth 
hrown over his body. The assailants pressed on ; the usurper, alarmed, took 
to lght; the ‘lion’s hope’* was fulfilled, and Omeda was seated on tho 
throne of his fathers. 

Uulcel fled to his suzerain at Amber, whose disposable forces, under the 
ameus Khetri Kesoodas, were immediately put in motion to re-cxpel tho 
lara. boondi was invested, and having had no time given to prepare for 
e ence. $ meda was compelled to abandon the walls so nobly won, and 


/I * vvu^ioucu ciUctlJUUH LJL10 Wcllla SU IlOUiy Il, UTlU 

Ban cm A ?i. 0n f a1, waved over the Jchavgras (battlements) of Devva- 


w hJr hi* In? - et ^ adeeming virtue of the usurper bo recorded; who, 
t . zerain Amber desired to reinstate him on the gaefi, refused 

been di*JLp . tlm( : the stain of treason on his head by which he had 
been disgraced in the opinion of mankind.” 

nev^r l ? ( ah ? n ? G i ^ 0l i e a )V ln ^ erer » alternately courting the aid Of Mewar 
incurshv J . ^ lS . k° s tiHty to the usurper of his rights, but carried his 
i Pf i l* . * ^ l ^out intermission, into his paternal domains. One of these 
Q 1 f ?. ' xe J^lage of Binodia : hither the Cuchwaha Rani, the widowed 
wif ) V an( ^ cause °f their miseries, had retired, disgusted 

i . ers " * a .* ,( *world, and lamenting, when too late, the ruin she had 
-> U P on . r husband herself, and the family she had entered. Omeda 
His ff a VMl ^ . ap d the interview added fresh pangs to her self-repraoch# 
tiQ f v SU eii Ogs, his heroism, brightened by adversity, originating with her 
p a I l0us desire to stifle his claims of primogeniture by a spurious adoption * 
i ?? e,ie( * sentiments of remorse, of sympathy, and sorrow. Determined to 
*'». \° 8 . 0Uje Amends, she adopted the resolution of going to the Dekhnn, to 
jq- j aid f° r the son of Boodh Sing. When she arrived on the banks of the 
v r >u dda a pillar was pointed oilt to her on which was inscribed a prohibition 
\ °f her race to cross this stream, which like the Indus was also 

and * * forbidden.’’ Like a true Rajpootni, she broke the ts 

" )r ^hvew it into the stream, observing with a Jesuitical casuistry that then' 
tp *? n 8 0r ar, y impediment, when no ordinance existed. Having passed 
npi? ^ u bieon, she prooeeded forthwith to the camp of Mulhar Rao TIolcar, 
he sister of Joy Sing, the most potent Hindu prince of Ji 
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qrswp^anfc to this f/oath:ni leader of a horde of plunderers, nay, adopted him 
as her brother to effect the redemption of Boondi for the exiled Omeda. 

Mulhar without the accident of noble birth, possessed the sentiments 
which belou/' to it, and he promised all she asked. How far his compliance 
might be promoted by another call for his lance from the Rana of Mewar, m 
virtue of the marriage-settlement which promised the succession of Amber io 
a princess of his house, the Boondi records do not tell : they refer only to the 
prospects of its own prince. But we may, without any reflection on the 
Gullrhtrv of Holear, express a doubt how far ho would have lent the aid or 
hord e to this sole object, had he not had iu view the splendid bribe of sixty- 
four lakhs iiom the Raun, to be paid when Esun Sing should be removed, 

for his nephew JMadhu Sing.* , f 

Be this as it may, th ; Boondi chronicle states that the lady, instead oi 
the temporary expedient of delivering Boondi, conducted' the mmch of the 
Mahraitas direct on Jeypoor. Circumstances favoured her desings, lne 
character of Esuri Sing had raised up enemies about his person, wbosensoa 
iho occasion to forward at once the views to Boondi and Mewar, whose pnu- 
ecs had secretly gained them over to their views. 

The Amber prince no sooner heard of the approach of the Mahraitas t 
his capital than he quitted it to offer them battle. But their strength had 
been mbrepresenbed, nor was it tilt he reached the castle 
was undeceived and surrounded. When too late, he saw that treason had 
done its worst,” and that the confidence he had placed in the ' ^ ^ 

minister whom he had murdered, met its natural reward. T 

transmitted intosloca the cause of his overthrow : 

*• Jub-i. chwri Eswan i 
u Raj cu'r/W c >t an 
“ 31uniri moota maria 

* KJutri K 6900 ‘da 3. ; 

“Esuri forfeited all hopes of regality, when he slew that great mmrster 

^ eS °The sons of this minister, named Uutsae and Qarme, be ! r !S?tim.to 
t ,rincc to the “Southron,” by a false return of th. ir numbers, and le< . , 

tho attack with means totally inadequate. Resistance to a vast 
superiority wonkl have been madness: he retreated to the castle <n - 
of Arnbar, where, after a siege of ten days, he was lorced not only to sig _ 
deed for thc surrender of Baondi, »nd the renunciation of alt dawns to it 
himself and bis descendants, but to put, in full acknowledgment of his 
the tUa oi, the forehead of Omeda. With this deed, and accompanied &y • 
contingent of Kotab. they proceeded to Boondi; the traitor was expelled, • 
while rejoicings were making to celebrate the installation oi Utnt “» ..^ 
ftinoicaf f'vre was lighted at Amber, to consume the mortal reitjWM 
foe. Raja Esuri could not survive his disgrace, and terminated hue*® ’a 
muf hostility by poison, thereby facilitating the designs both ci Boon 
Mewar. 
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ft cotton. 3 ’ Mulhar Rao, the founder of the Holcar state, in virtue of 
his adoption as the brother of the widow queen of Boodh Sing, had the title 
of mavioo, or uncle, to young Omcda. But true to the maxims of his race, ho 
did not take his (luckier to protect the oppressed, at the impulse of those 
chivalrous notions so familiar to the Rajpoot, but deemed a portion of the 
Boondi territory a better incentive, and a more unequivocal proof of grati¬ 
tude, than the titles of brother and uncle, Accordingly, he demanded, and 
obtained by regular deed of surrender, the town and district of Patun on the 
left bank of the Chumbul.* 

The sole equivalent (if such it could be termed) for these fourteen ycais 
of usurpation, were the fortifications covering the palace and town, now 
called Tarraffurfi (the ‘Star-fort’), built by Duleel Sing. Madhoo Sing, who 
succeeded to the gadi of Jeypoor, followed up the designs commenced by 
Jey Sing, and which had cost his successor his life, to render the smaller 
states of Central India dependant on Amber. For this Kotah had been 
besieged, ai?d Gmeda expelled, and as such policy could not bo effected by 
.heir unassisted means, it only tended to the benefit of the auxiliaries, who 
ooon became principals, to the prejudice and detriment of all. Madhoo Sing 
Having obtained the castle of Rinthumbor, a pretext was afforded for those 
prete^ioHs to supremacy. From the time of its surrender by Rao Soorjun 
to Akber, the importance of this castle was established by its becoming the 
1 To*" S <™ ar ’ 01 Apartment,’ in the province of Ajmore, consisting of no less 
ian ‘eighty-three mokals,” or extens ve fiefs, in which were comprehended 
not only Boondi and Kotah, and all their dependencies, but the entire state 
o. .n o^or, and all the petty fiefs south of the Bangunga, the aggregate of 
T\| W £ 1 constitutes the state of Amber. In fact, with the- exception of 
a nnMi(abadin Bengal, Rinthumbor was the most extensive of tho 
.* y VQ * decrepitude of the empire, this castle was maintained by a 

’Win commander as long as funds and provisions lasted • but three failing, 
nto the hands of the Mahrattas, and thus being lost for ever to the throne, 
|l° " ou ?hfc ou t a Rajpoot prince, to whom he might entrust it He applied to 
oonHi; but the Hara, dreading to compromise his fealty if unable to 
maintain it, refused the boon; and having no alternative, he resigned it to 
foe prince of Amber as a trust.which he could no longer defend. 

Out of this circumstance alone originated the cUitns of JVypoor to tri 
^ te from the Kotris, or fiefs in Harouti; claims without a shadow of justice ; 
*out tlio maintenance of which, for the sake of the display of supremacy and 
paltry aunual relief, h u nourished half a century of irritation, which it is 
high time should ceaseyf* 


As iu those days when Malwaita spoliation commenced, a joint-stock purse wm 
^aclo a u puflh acquisitions, so Patun. was dc viced into shares, of which the tVshWft 
' af l oue and SIndia another; hut the Peshwa's share remained uouiin • and loo 
1 won no was carried to account by llolc&r for the pervicoa of the l\r>na st-to. In tin 
pcncrnl pacific&ticn of A. D. 1817, lIus loug lost and much cherished district \v.u cneo 
incorporated with Boondi to the unspeakable frrafcinido aud joy ol its prince and 
people, in effecting this for the grandson of Umeda, tlu author secucd tor him self 
* f-fcfttiflcatlott scarcely lon3 than hia. 

+ Tho universal arbitrator, Zatlm Sing of Kotah, having undertaken to p l i iy thorn, 

- avo them tv u m the annual visitations of the JVypoor troops, withdrew iho propoi 
?^°'ra»ce of lmlur^urh, Bulwun, and Auterd h to himself. The British />vornmnufc ■> 
1 ^ , H»runce .»C thnsu hibt oieal fu-'.i?, and no* desirous to disturb t.he rsislzng Piute of hivy . 
' r t* nverjao to heat the Boond 1 vluiuis for Lhe restoration vi her r r, -d H '* mt thorite t\v* tin* 
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"it was tho aaserfcio a of this supremacy over Kotah as well as Boondi, 
which fii 3 fc brought into notice the most celebrated Rajpoot of modern 
times, Zalim Sing of Kotah. Rao Doorjun Sal, who thep ruled that state, 
had too much of the Hara blood to endure such pretensions as the casual 
possession of Rinthumbor conferred upon his brother princo of Amber, who 
considered that, as the late lieutenant of the king, he had a right to transfer 
his powers to himself. The battlo of Butwarro, in S. 1817 (AD. 1761), for 
ever extinguished these pretensions, on which occasion Zalim Sing, then 
scarcely of °age, mainly contributed to secure the independence of the state 
ho was ultimately destined to govern. But this exploit belongs to tho 
annals of Koath, and would not have been here alluded to, except to re¬ 
mark, that had the Boondi army joined Kotah in this common cause, they 
would have redeemed its fiefs from the tribute they are still compelled to pay 

to Jcypoor. # 

Oraeda’s active mind was engrossed with the restoration of the pros¬ 
perity which the unexampled vicissitudes of the last fifteen years had under¬ 
mined ; but he felt his spirit cramped and his energies contracted by the 
dominant influence and avarice of the insatiable Mahrattas, through whose 
means he recovered his capital • still there was as vet no fixed principle ot 
government recognized, and the Rajpoots, who witnoswd their 
visitations like flights of locusts over their plains, hoped that this 
■would be equally transitory. Under this great and pernicious err< *\* . ; 

KajpjoC states continued to mix these interlopers in their nations -P , J 
which none had more cause to repent than the Haras of Boondi. ^ufc 
hold which the Mahrattas retained upon the lands of “Dewa Bango wou . 
never have acquired such tenaoity, had the bold arm and sage mine o- 
O: lcda continued to guide the vessel of the state throughout the lengthene 
period of his natural existence : his premature political deceaso adds another 
example to the truth, that patriarchal, and indeed all governments, are im¬ 
perfect where the laws are not supreme. 

An act of revenge stained the reputation of Omeda, naturally virtuou., 
ar- J but for which deed we should have to paint him as one of the braves f 
wisest, and most faultless characters which Rajpoot history has recor e( ♦ 
Eight years had elapsed since the recovery of his dominions, and wo nave a 
right to infer that his wrongs and their authors had been forgotten, oi 
rather forgiven, for human nature can scarcely forget so treacherous an acu 
as that of bis vassal of Indurgurh, on the defeat of Dublana, As so long 
mo had passed since the restoration without the penalty of his treason 


. no uau passeu since me restoration wiluuuu uuo ^ 

being exacted, it might have been concluded that the natural generosi y ^ 
this high-minded prince bad co-operated with a wise policy, in passing ( 
tho wrong without foregoing his right to avenge it. The degenerate 
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oregomg 
vho could at such a moment 
>o relieve them, could n 


ight to avenge 

witness the necessities of his prince anw 
ver reflect on that hour without selfabhor- 


tiqr chief vast-ala. With all hia gratitude for the restoration of his political $Xi 8 ten 

lnavoaud good Bisheti Sing could not suppress a Rijih when the author aaid, t ^ 

tin-xa refused to go into tho question of the Kftris, who hail time , 0Hh 

iin Sing of Kotah. In their usual mal.npkorical style, l ' ( " ri |]r . lt f, ^ ra 

uorrow, “My wings remain brokou.” It Would a matter op n0 ^ inn. 
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Toncc ; but his spirit was too base to offer reparation by a future life of cUtv • 
he cursed the magnanimity of the man he had injured ; hated him for bia 
very forbearance, and aggravated the part lie had acted by fresh injuries 
and on a point too delicate to admit of being overlooked. Omeda had ‘'sene 
the coco-nut/’ the symbol of matrimonial alliance, to Madliu Sing, in the 
name of his sister. It was received in a full assembly of all the nobles of 
the court, and with the respect due to one of tho most illustrious races of 
itajpootana. Deo Sing of Indurgurh was at that time on a visit at Jeyooor, 
and the compliment was paid him by the Raja of asking “what fame said of 
the daughter of Boodh Sing V y It is not’impossible that he might have 
sought this opportunity of further betraying his prince ; for his reply was an 
insulting muendo, leading to doubts as to the purity of her blood. Thar it 
was grossly false was soon proved by the solicitation of her hand by Raia 

•jy °J *! arw ? r * “Tbe coco-nut was returned to Boondi,”—an insult 
never to be forgiven by a Rajpoot. 

In S. lBld (A.D 1757), Omeda went to pay his devotions at the shrino 
| * < r f ^ aS p n ! mother of victory’), near Kurwur. Being in- the 

i\ ^‘/ndurgurh, he invited its chief to join the assembled vassals with 
Hlr aml ies; and though dissuaded, Deo Sing obeyed, accompanied bv his 
son and grandson. All were cut off at one fell swoop, and the line of tho 
lai or was extinct: as it the air of heaven should not be contaminated by 
the smoke of their ashes. Omeda commanded that % body of the calumni¬ 
ous traitor and his issue should be thrown into the lake. His fief of Indur- 

f 0ur p-enLillnn ^ hlS brot j er > be tween whom and the present incumbent 
iour generations have passed away. 

arouml^m f^ e * rS k e ) a P se< ^ during which the continual scenes of disorder 

occupation for his thoughts. Yet, in the midst 
nsurned '\ ” rU ^ G rememberance of thi3 single act, in which he had 
/ ' an P 0wera °f Him, to whom alone ;t belongs to execute vrn- 

® /* hough no voice was lifted up against the deed, though he had a 

" convictl ° n fbati a traitor’s death was the due of Deo Sing, his soul, 
o > of- ° U * U3 ,-^i was brave, revolted at the orime, however sanctified by 
PAnc!* 0 ’ which confounds the innocent with tho guilty. To appease his 
i ueo, he determined to abdicate the throne, and pass the rest of his 
rr.ir 11 P e * nte . n *' ia * rites, and traversing, in th$ pilgrim’s garb, the vast 
g ns of India, to visit the sacred shrines of his faith, 
i ^ ^*1827 (A..IX 1771), the imposing ceremony of “joograj,” which 
eumnated the political existence of Omeda, was performed An itnagu of 
rp{°j! rl ? ce was made, and a pyre was erected; on which it was consumed 

air and whiskers of Ajit, his successor, were taken off, and offe red to 
m mimes j lamentation and wailing were heard in the rinmu ,*-and the 
or ‘mourning/ were passed as if Omeda had really 
’ °ased; on the expiration of which, the installation of his successor 


place, 

tfoondi. 


when Ajit Sing was proclaimed prince of the Haras of 


Ui f of femi * c Rrc dreadfully abaoluto : had tho .son i of Deo Sum cmniv..,i 

for o l upon theIr ,io K® 1ur '* wouW have boon eufcailoU with their efclato. It 19 „■ U \ K . 0 D „ m 
‘V U ,h J ’ i:t t0 ,,ill8nco helvv0011 “deljty to his prince, and a lather's fcud, , ;,. r * m 
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- rho abdicated Omeda, with the title of Sriji (by which alone he was 
henceforth known), retired to that holy spot in the valley sanctified by the 

miraculous cure of the first “lord of tho Patter/’* and which was named 

after one of the fountains of tho Ganges, Kedarnath. To this spot, hallowed 
by a multitude of associations, the warlike pil- 

“The fruit and flower of many a province. . 

onm brought and had the gratification to find these exotics whether tne 
hardy offspring of the snow-clad Himalaya, or the verge of ocean m the 
tropic, fructify and flourish amidst the rocks of his native abode . It » 
curious ever, to him who is ignorant of the moral vicissitudes which p od ce 
jr to sec the pine of Thibet, the cane of Malacca, and other exotic., p 
by tho hand ot tho princely ascetic, flourishing around his hermitage, 

spite of the intense heats of this rock-bound abode. 

1 When Omeda resigned the sceptre of the Haras, it was no 
conviction that a life of meditation alone could yield the consolation,, 
obtain the forgiveness which he found necessary to li»s repose . 
imming the pf.grim’e staff, he did not lay aside any feeling becoming his 

rank or his birth. There was no pusillanimous prostration of t H 
puling weakness of bigotted sentiment, but the same loft^ « 
redeemed his birthright, accompanied him wherever latent las ^ ^ 

knowledge in the society of devout and h y ^ 0 f royalty were 

annals of his own and of other states, that t > PP £ threw them 

snare 3 to perdition, and that happy was , he ^ ^ at once, the 

aside and made his peace with heaven Botin °^ n *’ h alivc t0 t ho 

dictates of conscience and of custom, he felt his he gacre( j 

wonders of creation, to bury himself in the fane Ka«ya 
baths on the .Ganges; and he determined to see a 1 to ^ ending 
commemorated in me ancient epics of Ins n >' . W3S perhaps, 

theme of the Wandering devotee. In thi« determinat ^ pad l.een 

sunicv.’hat influenced by that love of adventure in ' arnQS and 
nurtured, and it was a balm to his mind when he , .: 0 n to force a 

( v igi m were not only compatible, but that his pmu - enhanced the 
way through the difficulties which beset the p'.grim sp- ,' ^ fc ], on his 
merit of his devotion. Accordingly, the royal ^°ctic ivent tor^ ^ 
pilgrimage, not habited m the hermit s garb, but arl '^ . ‘ ‘ p,[ ic kled on his 

in this there was penance, not ostentation, and n o, _ then ' in use • 
rson one of every species of offensive or defensive I (le erate times, 
a load which would oppress any two T.ajpoo s besides c match- 

flo were a .juilted tunic, which would resist a... . • ' > . , g p 0 nc.hes, 

Mr, . hJ, n rmt . fmn *"» tk W St toS/rt /<«»»»■ ”° v 

oriil pnimug horn he had a battl. axe, a jar .1 , , • ,^ uscu lar power, 

-d *|uiver of arrows ; and it « affirmed that such was h» to 

n when threescore and ton years had blanched bisbear op i y with- 

(jhes accoutred, that could place the w aoconds 

, and with one arm not only raise it but hold it loi 

U||H during 

of ' b 


With a small escort of his gallant clansmen, 

travels«d every region, from oho g'wual iouutaw* 


Ganges to 
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p ^ihovn promontory of Ramaiser ; anti from the hot-wells of Scot a in 
Scan, and the Moloch of Orissa, to the shrine of the Hindu Apollo at "the 
world’s end.” Within these limits of Hinduism, Orncda saw every place of 
holy resort, of curiosity, or of learning ; and whenever he revisited hit pater¬ 
nal domains, Its return was greeted not only l>y his own tribe, but by i very 
prince and Rajpoot of Rajwarra, who deemed his abode hallowed if the princely 
pilgrim halted there on his route. He was regarded as an oracle, while the 
treasures of knowledge which his observation had accumulated, caused his con¬ 
versation to bo courted and every word to be recorded. The admiration paid 
to him while living cannot be better ascertained than by the reverence mani¬ 
fested by every Hara to his memory. To them his word was a law, and every 
relic ot him continues to be held in veneration. Almost his last journey 
was to the extremity of his nation, the temples at the Delta of the Jndti.% 
and the shrine ot the Hindu Cybele, the terrific Agnidevi of Hinglaz, on 
the shores of Mekran, even beyond the Rubicon of tho Hindus. As ho 
returned by Dwarica, he was beset by» a band of Kabas, plundering race and 
in eating these regions. But the veteran, uniting tho arm of flesh to that of 
ai valiantly defended himself, and gained a complete victory, making 


. •/ - gelation i* ouiiijJUJUc; viuiui y, tiiaivjuig 

prisoner their leader, who, as the price of his ransom, took an oath never 
again to molest the pilgrims to Dwarica. 

The warlike 


pilgrimage of Omeda had been interrupted by a tragical 
occurrence, which occasioned the death of his son, and compelled him to 
abide for a »time at the seat of government to superintend tho education of 
is urarulchud. Phis evorjiful catastrophe, interwoven in the border history 
° .. cwai and liarouti, is well worthy of narration, as illustrative ol 
manners anr belief, and fulfilled a prophecy pronounced centuries beioro by 
me («^ing of Bumooda, that “the Kao and the Rana should nmor 
" e f a . , Aftaira (or spring hunt) without death ensuing” What wc are 
re, * h ° ^ ^ Wa3 f° urt b repetition of this sport with the like fatal 


f of Bilaita, which produced but a few good mangoes, and 

oi its population few Meenas, was the ostensible cause of dispute. Tho 
c . le Boondi, either deeming it within his territory, or desiring to consi- 
l r ^ ^hrew U P a fortification, in which he placed a garrison to t . -raw 
ue freebooters, who were instigated by the discontented chiefs of Mowar to 
sont this as an infringement of their prince's rights. Accordingly, the 
arm marched with all his chieftains, and a mercenary band of Sindics 
the disputed point, whence he invited the Boondi prince, Ajit, to 
his can^p. He came, and the Rana was so pleased with his manners and 
conduct, (hat Bilaita and its mango grove were totally forgotten. Spring 
^as at hand ; the joyous month of Rhalgun, when it was necessary to 
?J? en the year with a sacrifice of the boar to Gouri, • ( Se e \ ol. 1. p. r>u7. ) 
* he young Hara, in return for the courtesies of the Rana, invited him 
10 open the Aliair c within the rwnnas or preserves of Boondi. The in¬ 
vitation was accepted^ tho prince of the Seesodias, according to usage, 
*8fcributed the green turbans and soarfe, and on the appointed day. with 
a brilliant cavalcade* repaired to tho hcdqhfca of Nainlta. 

f’ho abdicated Kao, who had lately returned from Btidrinnlh, no 
l hoard of tho projeofed hunt, than he despatched a apeehl no s 


mist#). 
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to remind his son of fclie anathema of tbc Suti. The impetuous 
A jit replied that it was impossible to recall his invitation on such 
pusillnimous grounds. The morning came, and the Rana, filled with 
sentiments of friendship for the y«wng Rao, rode with him to the 
field. But the preceding evening, the minister of Mewar had waited 
on the Rao, and in language the most insulting told him to surren¬ 
der Bilaita, or he would sent a body of Sindies to place him in re ¬ 
straint, and he was vile enough to insinuate that he was merely the 
organ of his prince’s commands. This rankled in the mind of the Rao 
throughout the day ; and when the sport was over, and he had the 
Rana s leave to depart, sudden idea passed across his mind of the intended 
degradation, and an incipient resolution to anticipate this disgrace induced 
him to return. The Rana, unconscious of any offence, received his young 
fii-'nd with a smile, repeated his permission to retire, and observed that 
i.hey should so m meet again. Irresolute, and overcome by this affab e 
behaviour, his half-formed intent was abandon»d, and again he bowed and 
withdrew. But scarcely had lie gone a few paces, when, as if ashamed ol 
himself he summoned up the powers of revenge, and rushed, spear io hand, 
uij m his viciim. With 3 uch unerring force did he ply it, that the bond o 
the lance, after passing through the Rana, was transfixed in the nock ot ms 
ateed. The wounded prince had merely time to exclaim, as he regain ot e 
assassin on whom he had lavished his friendship, Oh Kara • what h. J 
done;'’when the Indurgurh chief finished the treachery with his sword. 
The ILira Rao, as i r glorying in the act, carried off the ehuthnr changi, e 
rroldtm sun in the sable disk,’ the regal insignia of Mewar, which be loagea 
in - he palace of Boondi. The abdicated Omeda, whose gratified revenge bad 
led io a life of repentance, was horror struck at this fresh atrocity mb' 9 
house: he cried '‘shame on the deed I" nor would he henceforth look on tbe 

face of his son. .... . 

A highly dramatic effect is thrown around the last worldly honours 
paid to 1 ho “murdered king of Mewar: and although his fate has been 
' ls'V. K. r“ described, it may be proper to record it from the chronicle ox 

his foernan. 


The Rana and the Boondi prince had married two sisters, daughters of 
t\ p r.rinco of Kisbengurh, so that there were ties of connexion to induce the 
Ran a to reject all suspicion of danger, though he had been warned by bis 
wife to beware of his brother-in law. The ancient feud had been balanced 
in the mutual doath of the last two princes, and no motive lor enmity exist¬ 
ed. On the day previous to this disastrous event, the Mewar minister had 
ir ja a feast, of which the princes and their nobles had partaken, when a 
was harmony and friendship; but the sequel to the deed strongly corroborates 
the opinion that it was instigated by the nobles of Mewar, in hatred ot tnc 
tyrannical prince* and other hints were not wanting in addition to ^ * 
threats of the minister to kindle the feeling of revenge A , 
nnm,“iif, the blow was strut V, a simple mace-bearer alone hau the hnuii >) ^ 
defend hi* master ; not a chief was at hand either to intercept the 8llu 
r-ui ije the ar.eassin ; on the contrary, no sooner was the deed ® 01 '‘ J j ^ host-, 
i hun tin whole chivalry of Mewar, as if panic struck and attack* 
took tv Highl abandoning their camp and the dead body ol < hotr 
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single concubine remained to perform the last riles to hcrjlord. She 
Commanded a co 3 fcly pyre to be raised, and prepared to become his companion 
to a world unknown. With the murdered corpse in her aripa* she reared her 
from the pile, and as the torch was applied, she pronounced a curse on hia 
murderer, invoking "the tree under whose shade it was raised to attest, the 
prophecy, “that, ifa selfish treachery alone prompted the deed, within two 
months the assassin might be an example to mankind ; but if it sprung from 
o noble revenge of any ancient feud, she absolved him from the curse: a 
branch of the tree fell in token of assent, and the ashes of the Rana and the 
Sdti whitened the plain of Bilaita/’ 

Within the two months, the prophetic anathema was Fulfilled ; the Rao 
^f the Haras was a corpse, exhibiting an awful example of divine vengeance ; 
“the flesh dropped from his bones, and he expired, an object of loathing and 
ot misery.” Hitherto these feuds had been balanced by the lex talionis , or 
its substitutes, but this last remains unappeased, strengthening the belief 
that it was prompted from Mewar. 

Bishen Sing, the sole offspring of Ajit, and who succeeded to the j )adi f 
was then an infant, and it became a matter of necessity that Sriji should 
watch his interests. Having arranged the affairs of the infant Rao, and 
placed an intelligent Dkahhae (foster brother) at the head of the government, 
he recommenced his peregrinations, being often absent four years at a time, 
^ til within a few years of his death, when the feebleness of age confined him 
to his hermitage of'Kedarnath- 


affords an additional instance of Rajpoot instability of character, oc 
i-p of the imperfection of their government, that, in his old age, when a 
I ,] us&enty had confirmed a renunciation which reflection had prompted, 
vonerable w arrior became an object of distrust to his grandchild. Mis 
cieariits, who dreaded to see wisdom near the throne, had the audacity to add 
insult to a prohibition of Sri-ji’a return to Boondi, commanding him “to cat- 
sweetmeats and tell his beads at Benares/’ The messenger, who found him 
<u vanced as far as. Nyasheher, delivered the mandate, adding that his -idles 
should nut mingle with his fathers/ But Buch was the estimation in which he was 
old, and the sanctity he had acquired from these pilgrimages, that the sen- 
euee was no sooner known than the neighbouring princes becamo suitors for 
. iI3 society. The heroism of his youth, the dignified piety of his ago., 
inspired the kindred mind of Pratap Sing of Amber with very different 
oelings from those of his own tribe. He addressed Sri-ji as a son ami a ser- 
\ um requesting permission to 'dursmn lar' (worship him), and convey him 
m 8 capital. Such was the courtesy of the flower of the Ouchwahas \ Sri-ji 
a °c.ined this mark of homage, but accepted the invitation. He was relieved 
x Hth honour, and so strongly did (he gallmt and virtuous Pratap feel the 
^dignity put upon the abdicated prince, that he told him, if “any remnant* 
/ w °rldly association yet lurked within him,” he would in person, at the 
load of all the troops of Amber, place him on the throno both ot Boondi 
? lu Kotah. Sri-ji’s reply was consistent with his magnanimity: ‘ They ate 
mine already,—on the one is my nephew, on the other triy grandchild/’ 
ybi this occasion, Zalira Sing of Kotah appeared on the scene'as mediator ; ho 
ud exposed the futility of Bishen Sing’s apprehensions; 
amed with full powers of reconciliation, sent Balaji l J undlt to soort the 
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pldj^o to his capital. The meeting was 1 such as might have been expected, 
between a precipitate youth tutored by artful knaves, and the venerable chief 
who had renounced every mundane feeling but affection for bis offspring. It 
drew tears from all eyes: “My child,’’ said the pilgiim warrior, presenting bio 
tword, “take this ; apply it yourself if you think I can have any bad inten¬ 
tions. towards you ; but let not the base defame me,” The young Rao wept 
aloud as he entreated forgiveness; and the Pundit and Zalim fcing had the 
satisfaction of seeing the intentions of the sycophants, who surrounded fcha 
minor prince, defeated. Sri-ji refused, however, to enter the halls of Boondi 
during toe remainder of his life, which ended about eight years after this 
event, v\ hen his grandchild entreated “he would close his eyes within the 
walls of his fathers” A remnant of that feeling inseparable from humanity 
mad : the dying Oraeda offer no objection, and he was removed in a soo/cLpal 
(litter) to the palace, where he that night breathed his last. Thus, in S. 
1860 (A,D, 1804), Orr eda Sing closed a varied and chequered life : the sun 
of his morning rose amidst clouds of adverssty, soon to burst forth in a radiant- 
prosperity ; but scarcely had it attained its meridian glory ere crime dimmed 
its ; i»len(iour, and it descended in solitude and sorrow. 

Sixty years had passed over his head, since Omeda, when only thirteen 
years of age, put himself at the head of his Haras, and carried Patun and 
Oainolli. His memory is venerated in Harouti, and but for the *tain which 
:1he gratification of his revenge has left upon his fame, he would have been 
the model of a Rajpoot prince. But let us not apply the European stand¬ 
ard of abstract virtue to these princes, who have so few checks and so many 
incentives to crime, and whose good acts deserve the more applause from an 
aponliing honhar (predestenation) counteracting moral responsibility. 

The period of Sri ji’s death was an important era in the history^f the 
Haras. It wa3 at this time that a British army, under the unfortunate 
Monson, for the first time appeared in these regions, avowedly for the pur 
pose of piffling down Holcar, the great foo of the Rajpoots, but especially of 
Boondi. Whether the uged chief was yet alive and counselled this policy, 
which has since been greatfully repaid by Britain, we are not aware ^ but 
w 1' ilever ha3 been done for Boondi, lias fallen short of the chivalrous deserts 


of its prince, tt was not on the advance of our army, when its ensigns were 
waving in anticipation of success, but on its humiliating flight, that a safe 
passage was not only cheerfully granted, but aided to the utmost of the 
Raja's mi ens, and with an almost culpable dkregad of his own welfare and 
interests. It was, indeed, visited with retribution, which we little knew, or, 
in th'tpudllaniiaous policy of that day, little heeded. Suffice it to say, that, 
in 1317, when we called upon th^ajpoots to arm and coalesce with us in 
thn putting down of rapine, Boondi was one of the foremost to join the 
ill fiance. Well she might be j for the Mahratta flag waved in unison wffh 
her own within the walls of the capital, while the rc -onues co lecled scarcely 
afforded the means of personal protection to its prince. Much of this waa 
o*ving to our abandonment of the Rao in 1804. Throughout the contest of 
18 ^ Bo jritli had no will but ours ; its prince and dependents were in arms 
ready t" execute our behest ; and when victory crowned ou> effm’S in every 
quarter, on trie subsequent pacification, the Rao Raja Bishcn Sing was t t 
forgotten The districts hold by Holcar, some of which Lu^ been alienated 
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. .a century, and which had become ours by right of conquest, wdte 
■scored to Booudi without a qualification , while, at the same time, we 
negotiated the surrender to him of the districts held by Sindia, on his pay¬ 
ing, through us, an annual sum calculated on the average of the' last ten 
years depreciated revenue. The intense gratitude felt by the Raja was 
expressed in a few forcible words : ‘‘I am not a man of protestation ; but my 
noad is yours whenever you require it. This was not an unmeaning phrase 
* 0 °wphment ; he would have sacrificed his life, and that of every JLira who 
his salt,” had we made experiment of his fidelity. Still, immense as 
were the benefits showered upon Boondi, and with which her prince was 
cep y penetrated, there was a drawback. The old Machiavel of Kotah hr, \ 
p . ?j5rc “ lin ln signing himself ‘[fidoe Sirhar Ingrez ” (the slave of the 
. 1 18 S^vernment), and had contrived to get Indurgurh, Buhvun, Anter- 
V . ia ° *' ^ief feudatories of Boondi, under his protection. 
amn^LJf ank ^ n i? brave Rao Raja could not help deeply regretting an 

disDoJifcion V I V. 10 ^ 16 TP hatic . all y. said ? was ‘^lipping his wings.” The 

revision rS iV a a 07ie, . an ^ both justice and political expediency enjoin a 
r f \ anC * fc be bringing about a compromise which would re c oore the 
H l'M most interesting and deserving little state of India.* Well 
fi P ai . y 1 ® anxious care we manifested for its interests ; for while every 
fn ^ aS> 5P mG . means °r other, caused uneasiness or trouble 

n-riiT Po°, LeC ln S P ° WCr h bas silently advanced to comparative pros- 

S y ’survi P /nrlHi er U ‘ dep !. nden f’ and interfering with no one. The Rao 
when ho was carrierl^ff^'^+? 1 *^ ,S '"dependence only four short years, 
mitv writhing under <! thufc scourge the cholera morbus. In his extro- 
he was cool and nnnv lseasc which unmans the strongest frame and mind, 
the nvre and" lw i t. , l! lQ terdicted his wives from following him to 
Si bequeathing his son and successor to the guardianship of the 

onTfe f he BntlSh government > breathed his last in the prime 

was I h l? ar f ter ° f Bi ^ hen S - in g ma y be summed up in a few words. Ho 
i .?■ ° nest ? iar, - aiul every inch a Rajpoot. Under an unpolished ex- 

niMtia i Q ^ nC ! aled an , exc ©Hent heart and an energetic soul: he was by no 
own ^understanding and possessed a thorough knowledge of bis 
^'^eiest. Vv nen the Mahrattas gradually curtailed his revenues, and 
, J scribed^ his power and comforts, he seemed to delight in showing how 

in Die 


pastime 


itUihor had tho distinguished happiness of concluHug'thc treaty \ 
ji J( , Hid previous knowlodge of her doaerl? was not .disndvuui 

‘•rests, and ho assumed the respounibiotv of ennolurtOirr if. nnnn ml > 


■ treaty with Utnudi in 

“*■■■"■ t — -— -■-—o- -.»« mvocu." nno aj.'w -——o btlB to imf 

Wo’4 < ana ho awumed til0 responsibility of concluding it upon tho tyca- ;-, f r ipt. g which 
K o regulate onr future policy as doterminod in tho c>*unneu<3f*ui'nt of iiio Mar; a.ij 


*°UiuD 


tg as’.de tho vinwa whioh trenched upon these in out subsequent n j.^tiaii hu l;3dB 
lttid 1<: doWn as "'** " ■ that- tho Mahrnt'us .huuhi 4 , hr. ;»> a foot 

>ootana west of tin Ohmnbal ; and ho closed the door to i*ocan/utioa hs *u..U:.u 
i perpetuity to 15 j ndi, of Fakua and all land so (situated. \ 
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xernpt from danger, and pleasurable in proportion to the toil, ho haJ a 
Jamb broken, which crippled him for life, and shortened his stature, previ¬ 
ously below the common standard. But when he mounted his steed and 
waved his lance over his head, there was a masculine vigour and dignity 
which at once evinced that Bisheft Sing, had we called upon him, would 
have wielded his weapon as worthily in our cause as did his glorious ances¬ 
tors for Jehangir or Shah Allum. He wa3 somewhat despotic in his own- 
little empire j knowing that fear is a necessary incentive to respect in the 
governed, more especially amongst the civil servants of his government; and, 
if the Court Journal of Boondi may be credited, his audiences with his 
chancellor of the exchequer, who was h)3 premier, must have been amusing 
to those in the ante-chamber. Hhe Raja had a reserved fund, to which tho 
minister was required to add a hundred rupees daily; and whatever ploa no 
might advance for the neglect of other duties, on this point none would bo 
listened to, or the appeal to Indmjeet was threatened. ‘The conqueror ot 
Tndra” was no superior divinity, but a shoe of super-human size suspended 
from a peg, where a more classic prince would have exhibited Ins rod ot 
empire. But ho reserved this for his Barons, and the sfape, thus misnamed, 
was the humiliating corrective for an offending minister. 

At Boondi, as at all these patriarchal principalities the chief agents or 
power are few. They aro four in number, namely: 1 l 0 ‘ rfu_. 

Mooaoheb, 2. The Foujdar, or KiUedar; 3, The Buckshee ; 4. ibo 
Russala, or Comptroller of Accounts. , , . n 

This little state became so connected with imperial court, tnac, liKO 
Jeypoor, the princes adopted several of its customs. The Puidhan, or pro* 
rnier, was entitled Dewan and Moosahcb ; and he had the entire managemen 
of the territory and finances. The Foujdar 0 / KiUedar is the governor ot 
the castle, tho Make de Palais , who at Boondi is never a Rajpoot, but some 
JDhabhae or foster-brother, identified with the family, who likewise heads'the 
feudal quotas or the mercenaries, and has lands assigned for their support. 
The Buckslue controls generally all accounts; the Rassala those of the bouso- 
hold expenditure. The late prince's management of his revenue was extra¬ 
ordinary. Instead of the surplus being lodged in the treasury, it centered 
in a mercantile concern conducted by a Prime Minister, in the profits ot 
which the Raja shared. But while he exhibited but fifteen per cent, g^ 11 
tho balance-sheet, it was stated at thirty. From this profit the troops 
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arid dependents of the court were paid, chiefly in goods and grain, and at 


Much a rate as lie chose to fix * Their necessities, slid their prince being 
joint partner in the firm, made complaint useless f but tho system entitle! 
upon tho premier universal execration. 

Bishen Sing Jeft two legitimate sons; the Rao Raja Ham Sing.* 111 , 
eleven years of age, who was installed in August 1821; and the Maharaf- 
Oopal Sing, a few months younger. Both were most promising yout ’ 
especially tlie Raja. Mo inherited his father’s passion for tl*e chase, and c \ l 
at this tender age received from the noblesf their nuzzurs and congrf-p’ 
pious on the first wild game he slew. Hitherto his pigmy sword 


had been 
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inly on kids or lambs. His mother, the queen-regent, is a pr* 
lengurh, amiable, able, and devoted to her son. It is ardently hoped 
that this most interesting state and family will rise to their ancient pros¬ 
perity, under the generous auspices of the government which rescued it from 
ruin. In return, we may reckon on a devotion to which our penver is yet a 
stranger—strong hands and grateful hearts, which will court death m our 
behalf with the same indomitable spirit that has been exemplified in day? 
gone by. Our wishes are for the prosperity of the Haras! 





CHAPTER VI 


K0TA1I. 

Reparation of Kotah from Boondl—The Koteah Bliils.—Madhu Bing, first 
Prince of Kotah.—Its division into fiefs.—The Madhani.—Raja 

Mo\ntnd.—-Instance of devotion.—He is slain with four brothers, _ 

Juygut Sing.—Paim Sing,—Is deposed.—Kishore Sing.—Is slain at 
ArcoU—Law of primogeniture set aside.—Ram Sing.—Is slain at 
Jajow—Bheem Sing—Chuher-Ben , king of the Bhils.—IUs power 
is annihilated by Raja Bheem.—Omut tribe.—Origin of the claims of 
Kotah thereon.—Raja Bheem attacks the Nizamool-MooLk , and is 
slain—Character of Raja Bheem.—His enmity to BoondL — Anecdote. 
— Title of Maha Rao bestowed on Raja Bheem.—Rao Arjoon.—Civil 
contest for succession.—Siam Sing slain.—Maharao Doorjtin Sal .— 
First irruption of the Mahrattas.—League against Slotah , which is 
besieged.—Defended by Flimmut Sing Jhala.—Zalim Sing born —Siege 
raised.—Kotah becomes tributary to the Mahrattas.—Death of Doorjun 
Sal.—Ills character.—His hunting expeditions,—His queens.—Bravery of 
the Jhala chief—Order of succession restored*—Maharao A jit—Rao 
Chuttersal.—Madhu Sing of Amber claims supremacy over the Hava 
princes, and invades Ilarouti.—Battle of B utwarro.—Zalim Bing Jhala . 
—tThfUaras gain a victory .—Flight of the Amber army and capture of 
the ''five-coloured banner F—Tributary claims on Kotah renounced .—• 
Death of Chuttersal. 

TnE early history of the Haias of Kotah belongs to Boondi, of which 
they were a junior branch. The separation took place when Shah~Jehan 
was emperor of India, who bestowed Kotah and its dependencies on Madhu 
Sing, the second son of Rao Rut tun, for his distinguished gallantry in the 
battle of Boorhanpoor. 

Madhu Sing was born in S. 1621 (A.D. Ia65). At the early age of four¬ 
teen, he displayed that daring intrepidity which gave him the title of Raja, 
and Kotah with its three hundred and sixty townships (then the chief fief of 
Boondi, and yielding two lakhs of rent), independent of his father. 

It lias already been related, that the conquest of this tract was made 
from the Koteah lihiis of the Oojla , the ‘unmixed/ or aboriginal race. From 
those .ho Rajpoot will eat, and all classes will ‘drink water’ at their hands. 
Koi: h was at that time but a series of hamlets, the abode of the Bhil ehief, 
styled Raja, being the ancient fortress of Ekailgurh, five C03S sogth of Kotah. 
But whMi Madhu Sing vjjps enfeoffed by the king, Kotah had already attain- 
• 1 iwctoubive limits. To the south it was bovinded by Oagrown and Gh itolii, 
<^-n held by the Kheechios; on the east, by Mangrole nnd Nahrgurh, the 
liioi belonging to the Gor, the laat to a Rahtore Rjypoofc, who had apostatized 
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■Jhi 3 and \?as ncftv & Nawab; to the north, it extended an vn ag 

^ fipoor, on the Chumbiffi across which was the small domain of Nandta* 
i this space were contained three hundred and sixty townships, and a rich 
soil fertilized by numerous large streams. 

The favour and power Madhu Sing enjoyed, enabled him to increase the 
domain he held direct of the crown, and his authority* at his death extended 
to the barrier between fclalwa and Harouti. Madhu Sing died in S. 1687 
leaving five sons, whose appanages became the chief fiefs of Kotah. T>o tho 
holders and their descendants, in order to mark the separation between them 
and the elder Haras of Boondi, the patronymic of the founder was ap»»l*^d, 
and the epithet MadJiani is sufficiently distinctive whenever two Haras, bear¬ 
ing the same name, appear together. These were 

1. Mokund Sing, who had Kotah. 

2. Mohun 8ing, who had Polaito. 

O. Joojarh Sing who had Kotra, and subsequently Ramgurh-Rclawun, 
who had Koelah * 

5. _ Kishore Sing, who obtained Sangode. 

barrier^dividir SUGCoede d. To this prince the chief pass in the 

ETiinod in /nfrff IIar0Mtl owes its name of Makvndurra, which 

under Brill ? Celeb " t y the defeat and flight of tho British troops 
strength 0n30n ’ f D. 1804. Mokund erected many places of 

ablo to him ^ ^ ^ a ace and petta of Antah are both attribut- 

to hhe^rinciple^o f fecdHrmt 7 7° 3e brbbant instances of Rajpoot devotion 
history. 1 When Arun^zebe fa *7?’7° m *W,°* wbicb illustrate his national 
Shah Jehl neadvlverv T f d ^ n to ^throne his father 

monarch ; and the Rabtor-^n-'V.v, 0 °u rU lod roun( i the throne of tho aged 
of Madhu Sing besides 6h ® ? aras were meet conspicuous. Tho sons 
Jehan they owed their indenerldT 1 ^ ot ,^ dell ‘y> for g ot not that to Shah 
Ae death.* In S aU *£?*■ dele T ned fc0 defeud hi ‘ a 

victor FuHcha/acl rho ’<?»- 7° m! Tj r ? ojein> afterwards named by tho 
stained garmMitwifht7 7 K .j r ?^ bers , cd their vassals, clad in the saffron- 
or wictorv. ^ b 5 ldal ,no !“ (coronet) on their head, denoting death 

them the latter but a7if7 “’^’^‘hty of the Rah tore commander denied, 
brothers fell i n ’ 0nfl c.if or J°u 3 - deat h no power could prevent, and all the live 
ged from amidst of d< ^ youngest, Kishore Sing, was afterwards drag- 

was afterwards one nfrK 1 ’ *‘7 tbo "? b P ieroed with wounds, recovered. Ho 
in the DpHn n ® °'the most conspicuous of tho intrepid Rajpoots serving 

poor B„t °'’ d *9? “ <>>« capture .II!^ 

Such men u princes knew not bow to appreciate or to manage 

irresistible Vi0 ' Wllen un,ted under one who could control ihem, were 

to hfie son of Mokund, succeeded 

ftp ®„ Z mmb °. r dignity of a cominanJer of two 
i X' hie continued serving 
leaving no issue. 6 

I.-im Sing, son or Knniram of Koelah, succeeded; but was 30 invincibly 
that thc P c,Mch (council of chiefs) set him aside after six months’ rule, 


to the family estates, and 
thousand, in the imperial 
in tho Bekhan until his death in S. i^n 
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ent him back to Koclah, which is still held by his descendants.® 

Kishore Sing, who so miraculously recovered from his wounds, was 
placed upon the When the throne was at length obtained by Ac eng" 

ze he, Kishore was again serving in the south, and shedding his own blood, 
with that of his kinsmen, in its subjugation. He greatly distinguished him¬ 
self at the siege of Beejapoor, and was finally slain at the escalade of Arcot- 
gm-h (Arcot)” in S. 1742. He was a noble specimen of a Hara ; and, it is 
oaid counted ’ fifty wounds on his person. He left three sons, Bishen Sing, 
Ram Sing, and Hurnat Sing. The eldest, Bishen Sing, was deprived of his 
birthright for refusing to accompany his father to the south; but had 
the appanage and royal palace of Antah conferred upon him. His issue was 
as follows: Prithwi Sing, chief of Antah, whose son, Ajit Sing, had three 
sons, Chutiersal, Goman Sing, and Raj Sing. 

Ram Sing, who was with hi9 fath when he was killed, succeeded to al! 
his dignities, and was inforior to none »n the contests which fill the page of 
imperial history, and in opposing the rise of the Mahrattas. In the war of 
succession, he embraced the cause of Prince Azim, the viceroy in the 
Deklian, against the elder, Mooazim, and was slain in the battle of Jajow, 
in S. 1704." In this memorable conflict, which decided the succession to tho 
thrc.no tho Kotah prince espoused the opposite cause to the head of bis 
house of Boondi, and Hara met Hara in that desperate encounter when a 
cannon-shot terminated the life of Ram Sing in the very zenith ot his 


°Bheem Sing succeeded ; and with him Kotah no longer remained a 
mi tf th . third order. On the death of Buhadoor Shall, and the accession 
of F'-roksi.r Raja Bheem espoused the cause of the Syeds, when his ixunsuo 
was increased to ‘five thousand,’ a rank heretofore confined to princes of tho 
blond and rajas of the first class. The elder branch of the Haras maintained 
' s fealty to the throne against these usurping ministers, and thus the breach 
, Tl s.dc si. the battle of Jajow was widened by their taking opposite sides. 
The disgraceful attempt of Raja Bheem on the life of Rao Raja Boodb ot 
Toondi has already been recorded. Having completely identified himself 
with the designs of the Syeds and Jey Sing of Amber, he aided all tUe 
schemes of the latter to annihilate Boondi, an object the more easy ot 
accomplishment since the unmerited and sudden misfortunes of Rao Boodb 
had deprived him of his reason. Raja Bheem obtained the royal sunnud or 
grad for all tho lands on the Pathar, from Kotah west, to the descent into 
Ahoerwarta east ; which comprehended much land of the Kheechies a9 well 
ns of E loudi. He thus obtained the celebrated castle of Gagrown. now the 
strongest in Harouti, and rendered memorable by its defence against Alla-o- 
din likewise Mow Mydafta, Sbirgurh, Barah, Mangrole, and Barode, a" 
to the eastward of the Chumbul, which was formally constituted the western 
boundary of the state. The aboriginal Bhils of Oojla, or pure descent, 
had recovered much of their ancient inheritance in the intricate tracts on 


* A descendant r,f 
Molamdurra Pa? >, and 
* nu aph n: n'ka the P] 

i T itf one f* Y, ij «.>i* India tc 
having viait 


hig oovflfed Monson’s retreat even before this goftcral reached tho 
defending the ford of the Auijar, disdaining to retreat. His simnlo 
,;..t whore in tho gallant old styin this chief “spread his cai-pot ’ to 
while a British command at the head of a force capable of sweep- 
r vho orb fled i Tho author will say moreofUih in hid Purr ..uni 
;od the ftpot, 
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outhern frontier of Harouti. Of these, Munohur Thana, now th r 
most southern garrison of Kotah, became their chief place, and here dwelt 
ohe king of the Bhils/ Raja Chukersen, whose person was attended by 
five hundred horse and eight hundred bowmen, and to whom all the various 
tribes of Bhils, from Mowar to the extremity of the plateau, owed obedience. 
This indigenous race, whose simple life secured their preservation amidst 
all the vicissitudes of fortune, from Raja Bhoj of Dhar to Raja Bkem of 
Kotah, were dispossessed and hunted down without mercy, and their paosse 3 

• ions added to Kotah. On the occasion of the subjugation of Bhilhwarra 
the latter assigned tracts of land to the Omut chiefs of Nursingur and 
Rajgurh Pafcun, with townships in thali* in Kotah proper, andthonce 
arose the claim of Kotah on these independent states for the tribute ormed 
tunica .* At the same time, all the chieftains acknowledged the supremacy 
ot Kotah, under articles of precisely the same nature as those which guaran- 
teed the safety and independence of Rajwarra by Britain ; with this 
dmereuce, that the Ornuts could not be installed without the khda cl 
recognition of the princes of Kotah. Had Raja Bheem lived, he would 
tirtner have extended the borders of Harouti, which were already carried 
beyond the mountains. Onarsi, Dig, Perawa, and the lands of the Chundcra 
ri^were brought under subjection, but wore lost with his death, which, 
thethro °* P re( * ece8SOrs > was an untimely sacrifice to duty towards 

When the celebrated Khifj Khan, afterwards better known to history 
as JNizam-ooi~(Loolk,fi ;d from the court to maintain himself by force of arms 
in his government of the Dekhan, Raja Jey Sing of Amber, as the lieutenant 
f •' t ** n £’ mi P a **ded Bheem Sing of Kotah and Guj Sing of Nurwar 
< il ? W ^ Passage The Nizam was the Pugri buddnl Bhac, 

• * \\ T n ; e J c hanged brother/ of the Hara priuce, and he sent him a 

f «. n y fiustle, entreataiig him “not to credit the reports to his disadvantage, 
q. in S alm that he had abstracted no treasures of the empire, and that Joy 

!?•. a ra , ^ * n Sf knave, who ’desired the destruction of both ; and 
urging^ him to heed him not, nor offer any molestation to his passage to tha 
! V -th 0 brave Hara replied, that ‘'he knew the line between friendship 
fw . * comina uficd to intercept him, and had advanced for 

r/nr -P ur P 0Se "> ^ was the king's order; fight him ho must, and next 
attack him.” The courtesy of the Rajpoot, who mingled no 
/• ■] with his hostility, but, like a true cavalier, gavo due warring of 

f 3 / n en * lan » was not thrown away upon the wily Mooslem. The Nizam 
post amidst the broken ground of the Sinde, near the town of 
oorwye Bhorasso, There was but one approach to his position without a 
circuitous march, which suited not the impatient Rajpoot ; and there his 

• n '^p ni3 6 planted a battery, masked by some brushwood. At th 

? (morning dawn), Raja Bhe6m, having taken his umlpani, or 
ater, mounted his elephant, and uniting his vassals to those of th 
? I » combined clans moved on to the attack, in one of those dense 
lt " C °uched lances, whose shock is irresistible. They were with 
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-^u^rv/ the Nizam : had they reaohed him, Hydrabad would never have arisen 
on the ruins of Gqwakoond, the ancient Hara abode ; but the battery 
opened, and in an instant the elephants with their riders, Raja Bheem ft 
Raja Guj, were destroyed. Horse and foot became commingled, happy to 
emerge from the toils into which the blind confidence of their leadcis 
had carried them ; and Khilij Khan pursued the career that destiny had 
marked out for him, 


On this occasion the Haras sustained a double loss : their leader, and their 
titular divinity B rij-nalh, the god of Brij, This palladium of the Haras 
is a small golden image, which is borne on the saddle bow of their 
princely leader in every conflict. When the gole is formed and the lances 
are couched, tbo signal of onset is the shout of “ Jy BriyNathji ! ,D 
u Victory to Brij-nath !” and many a glorious victory and many a 
glorious death has he witnessed. After being long missing, the repre¬ 
sentative of the god was recovered and sent to Kotah, to the great 
joy of every Hara, It was in S, 1776 ( A, D, 1720 ) that Bheem bing 
polished, h r/ing ruled fifteen years, during which short period lie esta¬ 
blished the affairs of his little dominion on a basis which has never 
been shaken, , 

The rivalry that commeneed between the houses when Hara en¬ 
countered Hara on the plains of Dholpoor, and each princely leader 
scaled his fidelity to the cause he espoused with his blood, was brought 
to issue by Raja Bheem, whose attaok upon Rao Boodh of Boon a i, 
while defending the forlorn Ferokser, has already been related, though 
without its consequences. These were fatal to the supremacy of the 
cider branch ; for, taking advantage of his position and the expulsion 
of Rao Boodh, in whioh he aided, Raja Bheem wade an attempt 
upon Boondi, and despoiled that capital of all insignia of sovereign 
rule, it* nahavras , or kettledrums, with the celebrated rinisank A, or war- 
shell, an heir loom descended from the heroes of antiquity, Even too 
military band, whose various discordant instruments are still m use, 
may be heard in pseudo concert from the guard-room over the obio 
gate of the oitad* I, at Kotah • while the “ orange flag ” the gift of 
to R.ao Ruttun, around whioh many a brave Hara has breathed hi 8 
jstafc, is now used by the junior house in all processions or battles. 

To reoover these ensings of fallen dignity, many stratagem hfS 
been tried. False keys of the city gates of Kotah and its citadel 
hud been procured, and its guards won over by bribery to favou" 
ad mission j but an unceasing vigilance defeated the plan when ^ 
th - brink* of execution : since which, the gates of Kotah are alw^y* 
0 |o*oil at sunset, and never opened even to the prince. This oust;;* 
hns been attended with great Inconvenience ^ of which tho following 


anecdote affords an instance, Tfhen Raja Doorjun after his defei 


r.^iherl Kotah at mldnght, with a few attendants, he called aloud 
; j)[ sMiilnel for admittance ; but the orders of the latter were jpetetnp 
t«ry # and allowed of no discretion, The soldier desired the Raja to *> 
gone, upon whioh, expostulation being vain, he revealed himself 
/he prince. At this the soldier laughed ; but, tired of importunity> * 
h ! 4 iovereijja go to hell ” levelled bL matchlock* ftnd refused t 
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^_cor on guard. The prince Retired, and passed the night in & temple 
at- hand. At daybreak the gates were opened^ and the soldiers tfefo 
/aughing at their cctolrade’s story of the niglify when the Rs»jti appeared. Ah 
tyere surprised, bur rtiost of all the sentinel, whb, taking his sworn iifcd shield, 
placed fcheftiafc his sovereign’s feet, and in a manly but respectful attitude* 
fcwuted his dicision. The prinde raised hirr^ and praising his fidelity, bestow- 
ed the dress he then wore tipon him, besides a gift of mbney; 

The Hara chronicler states, that Uaja Bheem’s person"was sfceatn'ed with 
scars, and so fastidious was he, through the fear of in on fling the imputation 
of vanity, that he neVer undressed in presence Of his attendants; Net Vr£is it 
^•} his death-wound at Koorwye tliat this singularity wa^ explained,- on or.o 
°* c 'ofldential servants expressing his surprise at thn numerous sCarS, 
Which brought this characteristic reply : “Hq Who is born to govern Kata? 
and desires to preserve his land, must expect to get these: the proper post 
ior a Rajpoot prince is eVer at the head of his vassals/* 


- x u,u UI ms va^sais. 

Raja BQeem was the first prince of Kotali who had the dignity of Punj- 
nazari 9 or leader of five thousand ’ 


.1 a 'i°r [ e . a der of five thousand,’ Conferred upon him. fie was likewise 
SL« fi f "5 d £ nas ^ who bdre the title of Maha-itUo, or ‘Great Prince a 
i, C n 1 fI p e d thoiagh Dot conferred by the paramount sovereign, but % {he 
0 , l . ei! dWH princely tribes, the Rana Of Me war. Previous to Gopinath 
-id-n°I' ' V "° Se . 13 ?. Ue a l e tbe S rea t feudal chiefs of Harouti, their titular 

ppc a ion VB.B -Ajji, -,?hich has the Same import as herself (or rather h;u‘ : 
SeL. applied t° highland chiefs of Scotland; but whet. f n&uf Sal tfent tor 
which AA P X“ red of Maftiajato r himself and his brothers sinc$ 

ol of Kotah h R?/ o? 5 led , t ? th t b ° ldets oft,je sect'll clary fiefs, the fladhn-- 
Kjun Sab J Bheera ieft three Softs. Arjoon Sing, Siam Sing, Snd 


aJnSkXftt JKSf 


without issue, after four years’ rule. On hre death* 
war respecting the succession, in which- tbe vassals were 


there arose a civil 

Sian! ^inr/v m /u *** ® e } d Oodipflc**,- wbeft the fate o 

i , • ® as ea ed m his Mood. It is said,- the su#vi«of would willingly 

hf,TnE. UP d T mlOD ta , hate re8tor(id his toother to lift' } that he cm,. ' 
conf minAf’k rash ' ie ® 3 - afid we P.t bitterly over the dead body. By these 
11C ^ districts of Rampoora, Bbsmpoora, and Kilatvoto whiefe 
wpr 1 gf. f ^ rom ancient family and bestowed oil Uaja Bheeftf/ 

Ti ' ° ** ara9 > an d regained by their aficient possessors. 

WA9 ? ,r J ur * SalI assumed The rod’ in S. 1780 (AD. t724), His accession 
deaerv ? 0W jJ ec by Mahomed Shah, the la^fc of the Timootean kings who 
ceiv*! 6 **,^ 6 a PP e ^ a ^ OT1 i and at whose court fcher prince of Ivotah r: v 
T- . v le kheloA and obtained the boon of preventing the slaughter of 
evel T part of the Jumna frequented by his nation.- Door] un Suf 
iaceeded on the eve of an eventful period ih the annuls of his (fount y it 
J * 8 Ir * bis reign that the Mahrafctas under Bajrao first invade/ Hindustan, 
this memorable oocasion, they passed by the TaruJ Pass, and skirting 
ar °uti on its eastern frontier iverfo^mv-d a aorvine to fioorjurf Saf, by 

gurh, then foeid ly & 


Mussulman chief. It was in s! 


thie year, 


1795*, ( A. Tf : 1739 ), th 

Ac invodi-d Hiudiutau- p^erj 


th 
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between the Hams and the Southrons’ took place ; and this sen? 
le Peshwa leader was a return for stores and ammunition necessary for 
hi3 enterpiize. But a few years only elapsed before this friendly act and 
the [rood understanding it induced were forgotten. 

We have recorded, in the annals of Boondi, the attempts of the princes 
of Amber, who were armed with the power of the monarchy, to reduce the 
chiefs of Harouti to the condition of vassals. This policy, originating with 
Joy Sing, was pursued by his successor, who drove the gallant Boodh Sing 
into exile, to madness and death, though the means by which he effected it 
ultimately recoiled upon him, to his humiliation and destruction. Having, 
however, driven Boodh Sing from Boondi, and imposed the condition of 
homage and tribute upon the creature of his installation, he desired to in¬ 
flict his supermacy on Kotah. In this cause, in S. 1800, he invited the three 
great Mahratta leaders, with the Jat9 under Sooruj Mall, when, after a 
&.r/ere conflict at Kotree, the city was invested. During three months, every 
effort was made, but in vain ; and after cutting down the trees and destroy¬ 
ing he gardens in the environs, they were compelled t<> decamp, the leader, 
•Toy Appa Sindia, leaving one of his hands, which was carried off by a can¬ 


non-shot. 

Doorjun Sal was nobly seconded by the courage and counsel of the 
Foujdar } or 'commandant of the garrison/ Himmut Sing, a Rajpoot of the 
Jhala tribe- It was through Himmut Sing that the negotiations were 
carrid on, which added Nahrgurh to Kotah ; and to him were confided 
those in winch Kotah was compelled to follow the general denationalization, 
and become subservient to the Mahrattas. Between these two events, S. 
17 Oo and 1800, Zalim Sing was born, a name of such celebrity, that his 
biography would embrace all that remains to be told of the history of the 
Haras. 

When Esuri Sing was foiled, the brave Doorjun Sal lent his assistance 
f o cof lace the exiled Omeda on the tlirone which his father had lost. But 
without Holcar’said, this whould have been vain ; and in S. 1805 ( A. D 
1749 ), the yeai of Omeda’s restoration, Kotah was compelled to become tri¬ 
butary io the Mahrattas. 

Doorjun Sal added several places to his dominions. He took Phool- 
Burr-do from the Kheechies, r od attempted the fortress of Googore, which 
was bravely defe nded by Balbudur in person who created a league against 
the Hara composed of the chiefs of Rampura, Sht opur, and Boondi. The 
standard of Kotah was preserved from falling into the hands of the Khce- 
chiea by i he gallantry of Omeda Sine of Boondi. The battle between the 
rival el ms, both of Chohan blood, was in S. 1810 ; and in three years more 
)>"orjunS:vl departed this life. He was a valiant prince, and possessed 
all the o lalities of which the Raj pot is enamoured ; affability, generosity* 
and bravery. He was devoted to field .‘•ports, especially the royal one of 
tiger-hunting «nnd had rumnas or preserv s in every corner of his dominions 
v some of immense ext t, with ditch < s and palisado-s, and some times 
oiroumvallation )> in all of which he erected hunting peats. 


• m .fliftlwyvii» f»ujd o' of iCo'aii. In that yvur So o .Si»g, *ud in th« suoioding, fch* 1 o*!«br» 
•d t •iiin Sing was hnru. 
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. i these expeditions, which resembled preparations for war, he infan¬ 
try carried the queens. These Amazonian ladies were taught the use of the 
matchlock and being placed upon the terraced roofs of the hunting -beats 
sent their shots at the forest lord when driven past their stand by the hun¬ 
ters. On one of these occasions, the Jhala Foyjdar was at the scaffolding - 
the tiger, infuriated with the uproar, approached him open mouthed ! but the' 
prince had not yet, given the wo.d, and none dared to fire without thi- 
signal The animal eyed his victim, and was on the point of springing, when 
the Jhala advanced his shield, sprung up,m him, and with one blow of his 
sword laid him dead at his feet. The act was applauded by the prince and 
bn court, and contributed not a little to the character ho had already 


nf Boor j' ,n no issue. He was married to a daughter of the Rana 

Beln S of t°n difwppointed, and at length despairing of an heir 
• e< ? re c h , I 1 3 ( ! eath ’ he told the Rani it was time to think 
disapproved of thT ,* 0 fi ‘* . tbe M “for it was evident that tho Almighty 
will^bo rem-mfprpd fK U t P Ti- 10 u wb J!? b changed the order of succession * It 
refusbg nTnmnlL * ?if hen son ofRam Sing, was set aside for 
wars of’the Dekhan w? T *®"™ 1 fears » to accompany his father in the 
ed k. the fitf a / u Whe , n d “P°«e*ed of his birth right, ho was estabiish- 

Sing grand on 7 ^ At tLo death of Doorjun Sal, Ajft 

in extreme old age ^ P rince * was lord of Antah, but he was 

Chutter Sal revived anef ♦ tb - retJ . sona > and the eldest, whose name of 
the Rani Mewari • thl^n aaso ^ at, °. ns < wa8 formally “placed in tho lap of 
names of his anceatop Vhp^ ^ 0>les3ing) was given 5 he was taught the 

Chutter Sing, son of Dwrif^SafXe ap ‘ he ““ of Ajifc of Artah), 
&e ” and so on tn r * h ^keeittangofce, Ram Sing, Kishoro Sine,. 

Rae, of'Ajmere.’ Though'the 1 ad^ ewa Ban S?» aad thence to Manik 
Chutter Sal as the future lord of ib^w° S pr ° cIa ’ l ' le J- and a11 look d to 
of Doorjun, the Jhala PouS £jf® H ‘T- ° f Kotah ’ ? et the deatb 
this important act and h* bid* k Upon hu ? to make an Oration in 
of Antahwas vet ftlivo .Af enou 8 h to effect »*• The old chief 

that (he son should rule atdVk^o Fi° Ujd ? r 8aid ’ "** waa contrar -V to nature 
mingled with his -I rL * d tke , fath , Pr , ob ey but doubtless other motives 
consciousness of fhl^i J " wb i ob * besides self-interest, may have been a 
difficulty was to • d ?J“S ets inseparable from a minority. The only 
years and umvarda th j c ® nse "t of the chief himself then “fourscore 
the cares ft f rdS ’ t0 adand<m bls peaceful castle on the Cali Sind* for 
and survived bTr^uV But fche Fou t dar Prevailed, old Ajit was crowned, 
Chutt r Sal On exal . tatl0n ^0 years and a half. Ajit left thre sons, 
Ph V* * o° man Sln S> and Raj Sing. 

brated w- Sal ^ as P roc| aimed the Maha Rao of the Haras. The cole- 
re unrQU t Sing Jhala died before his accession, and his oflioe of 
fe+k 88 conferrod upon his nephew, Zalim Sing, 
on tbl ' fc hi3 epoch, Madhu Sing, who had acceded to the throne of Am be , 
eyn , ' , 8ulCi de of his predecessor, Ssuri, instead of taking warning by 
trihnf* 3 ’ P r ?P ared fc ° put forth all his strength for the revival of those 
com n ciaims U P 0U the Haras, which bad cost bis brother his life The 
- -est was between Rajpoot and Rajpoot; the question at issue wa* 
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supt'imacy on the One hand, and subserviency on the other, the sole plea fat' 
Which was that the Kotah contingent had acted under the princes of Amber, 
when lieutenants or the empire. But the HaraS held in utter scorn the 
attempt to compel this service in their individual capacity, m which they 

only recognized them as equals. . , ,, , .. 

It was in S. 1817 (A.D. 17Gl), that the prince of Amber assembled all 
his clans to force the Haras to acknowledge themselves tributaries lUe 
invasion of the Abdalli, which humbled the Mahratta3 and put a stop to 

their pretensions to universal sovereignty, left the Rajpoots to thetnse vc..< 

Madhu Sing in his march to Harouti, assaulted Ooniara, and added it to 
his territory. Thence he proceeded to Lakhalri, which he took, driving o 
the crest fallen Southrons. Emboldened by this success, he crosse a 
Pally Qhat, the point of confluence of the Par and tho Chumhub rne 
Hara chieftain of Sooltanpoor, whose duty was the defence of the mrd, was 
taken by surprise ; but, like a true Hara he gathered his ■*»«*«“ 
his c.'stlej and gave battle to the host. He made amends lor bis sup netteffl, 
and bartered his life for his honour. It was remarked by the i«vadm, 
that, a he l- li, bis clenched hand grasped the earth, which afforded d m "f 0 
inent to some, but serious reflection to those who knew the tn >, 
scu rtod it into an omen “that even in death the ^ 

land.” The victors, flushed with this fresh success, I’^eededt gh t 
heart of Kotah, until they reached Butwarro, ^tere the^found^ fave 
thousand Haras, ek betup cu beta, all ‘children of ® n ® . . T> oj . a h . but the 

oppose them. The numerical odds were fearful »g «.*/ commenced 
latter were defending their altars and their honour. 1 numerous 

with a desperate charge of the whole Ourihwahft-horse, ar i ^ a( j 

than the brave legion of Kotah; but, too confident of , J f eot 

tired their horses ore they joined It was nLber. 

coolness, and the Haras remained unbroken by ^he shock, tr ” g t0 
came up ; the infantry joined the cavalry, and the battle ibe - jf c , 

and bloody. It was at this moment that talim >Si n g m adopted son of 
war, then twenty One years of age, and had already, as ’’ ! o8t of 

I linin', ut king, “tied his turban on his bead ” and succeeded to his P«* 

I' onjdar. While the battle was raging, Zatim, dismounted, and at th ^ 
o! he quote, fought on foot, and at the most critical moment obtai - 
merit of the viotwy, by the first display of that sagacity for which he n 
been so remarkable throughout his life. . , . , . , t mn,nant 

Mulhar R&o Holcar was encamped in their vicinity with thc eg* ^ 
of hia horde, but so crest-fallen since the fata! day erf 1ann-put, h hi9 . 
feansi tn side with either. At this moment, young Zalim, mo g 
steed, galloped to the Mahratta, and implored hun, if he woM **JJg 
to move round and plunder the deypoor camp: a hint Which neeue 

r0|J0 The n iittle impression yet made on the Kotab band o,,ly -- f 

report that “the camp was assaultedto convert the lukewarm o g ^ 
their ar t,agonists into panic and flight. “the host of . Je ' p ' i blood.” 
the swujrd of the Hara performed teerut (pilgrimage) m rivcis 


no 


the 


1 l i» killjr.llfl 

:»uU nitdo hi* polit 


r enough, that fcnlitn Sint* wai 
ca) iu thAfc of tho Abdct 
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cliicfs of I\f acherri, of Esurdeh, Watko, Barrole, Atchrolo, with 
UlHtne otcs and awuts of Amber, turned their backs on five thousand Haras 
of Kotah ; for the Boondi troops, though assembled, did, not join, and lost 
the golden opportunity to free its k olree^ or fiefs, from the tribute. Many 
prisoners were taken, and the five coloured -banner of Amber fell into the 
hands of the Haras, whose bard wag not slow to turn the incident to 
ne ount in the stanza, still repeated whenever he celebrates the victory of 
Butwarro, and in which the star (tarraf of Zalim prevailed : 


(i Jnng Buticarro jctt 
“ Tci/rro, Zalim Jhala 
“ Ring ck rung phurra 
Rung Ranch-rung ca, 


'^rj^ e battle of Butwarro, the star of Z vliin was triumphant. In that 
field of strife ( ringa), but one colour {rung) covered that of the flvecolourccl 
{pancFirimga) banner : M meaning that the Amber standard was dyed iu 


p battle of Butwarro decided the question of tribute, nor has the 

•oc?vvaha sinoe this day dared to advance the question of supremacy, which 

fn% 1C | ,enan ^ °* * em P^ re > desired to transfer to himself. In derision of 
ib c .um, ever since the day of Butwarro, when the Haras assemble at their 
/ tamp de M ars to celebrate the annual military festival, they make a mock 
castle of Amoer, which is demolished amidst shouts of applause, 

O Hitter bal survived his elevation and this success was but for a few 
years, and as he died without offspring, he was succeeded by his brother* 


CHAPTER VII, 


Mdha Hao Gomn S iny.—Zalim Sing-HU birth, ancestry, and r repress 
o^power. Office of Foujdar becomes hereditary in his family, J y is 
omce and estate resumed bj Goman S ing, — Be abandons Kotah,— 
f rocecc j s ^° Meg>a?\— Performs services to the Rana, avd receives the 
Utie of Raj Rinna, and estates.-^Serves against the M ah: alias, —Is 
ivounded and made prisoner .-^Returns to Kotah^llahratt* invasion — 
htovm of B ujeaenie, — *Its glorious defence.—^aori fee of a dun, — Qavri- 
son of $ukeit destroyed ,— Zalim Sing employed, — ’Fiis sue j,f)tl uoi:- 
ciation,—Restoration to power,—r-Rao Goman constitutes Zalim guardian 
of his son Omed Sing, \pHo is proclaimed. — The Tjika dour, or Wail 
of accession? — Capture of Kaihoapra,—Difficulties of the pr< lector's 
titmUion.--Cabal against his povoeT,r—\)e$trnotion of the conspirators,- 
Exile of the nobles.—Sequestration of estates —^Conspiracy of AI boon a —* 
Predatortf bands,—Athoon surrenders.—Exile of tin. Fim a nobles*—< 
Curtailment of the feudal inter ests^Consplracy of Mowin, Plan for 
the destruction of the regent and family. —M osain chief sanotnary 
in the temple,—Fs dragged forth and dr in, Maharau's brothers 
implicated in the plot.—Their incarceration ond dQulh.-*$fum*rou9 
projects against the life of the regent.-*Female cons\nrcip- Hair de.- 
feated.~y~ r fh$ regent's precautions 
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^'^hGTo.v.aN Sing, in S, 1822 (A.D. 1766), ascended the gadi of his ancestors, 
He was in the prime of manhood, fall of vigour and intellect, and well calcu¬ 
lated to contend with the tempests collecting from the south, ready to pour 
on che uevuted lands of Rajpootana. But one short lustrum of rule was all 
that fate had ordained for him, when ho was compelled to resign hi3 rod of 
power into the hands of an infant. But ere we reach this period, we must 
retrace our steps, and introduce more prominently the individual whose 
biography is the future history of this state ; for Zalim Sing in Kotah, his 
name b ung not only indissolubly linked with her’s in every page of her exis¬ 
tence, but incorporated with that of every state <*f Rajpootana for more than 
half a century. He was the primum mobile of the region ho inhabited, a 
sphere far too confined for his genius, which required a wider field for its dis¬ 
play, and might have controlled the destinies of nations. 

Zalim Sing is a Hajp>>ot of the Jhala tribe. He was born in S. 1796 
(A.D. 1740), an ever memorable epoch (as already observed) in the history oi 
India, when the victorious Nadir Shah led his hordes into her fertile soil, and 
gavu the finishing blow to the dynasty of Timour. But for this event, its 
existence might have been protracted, though its recovery was hopeless: the 
principle of decay had been generated by th > policy of Arungzebe. Mahomed 
Shah was at this time emperor of India, and the valiant Doorjun Sal sat on 
the throne of Kotah, From this period (A.D. 1740), five princes have passed 
away and a sixth has been enthroned ; and, albeit one of these reigns endured 
for half j, century, Zalim Si«»g has outlived them all,* and though blind, his 
moral perceptions are as acute as on the day of Butwarro. What a chain oi 
events does not this protracted life embrace! An empire then dazzling in 
glory, and now mouldering in the dust. At its opening, the highest noble of 
Britain would have stood at a reverential distance from the throne of Timour, 
aq the attitude of a suppliant, and now, 

“None bo poor 

ft Aa do him reverence ” 

To do any thing like justice to the biography of one who for so long a 
period, was a prominent actor in the scene, is utterly impossible ; this con¬ 
sideration. however, need not prevent our attempting a sketch of this con 
SHinmate politician, who can scarcely find a parallel in the varied pages 
of history. # • . 

T ho ancestors of Zalim Sing were petty chieftains of Hulwud, in tno 
Msh ictof JhuLwar, a subdivision of the Taurashtra peninsula, Bhao Sing 
was a younger son of this family, who, with a few adherents, left the 
paternal roof to seek fortune amongst the numerous conflicting armies that 
ranged India during the contests for supremacy amongst the sons of Arung- 
*et»o. His son, Madhu Sing, carne to Kotah when Raja Bhccm was in the 
zenith of his power. Although he had only twenty-five horse in his train, is 
lb a prooi of the respectability of the Jhala, that che prince disdained not nw 
alliance, and even married his son, Arjoon, to the young adventurer’s si-er. 
Not Inng r»ft r, the estate of Nandta was entailed upon him, with rhe con¬ 
fidential poit of F ujdar, which includes not only the command of the troop , 
but. tUuf if the castle, the residence of the sovereign. This family oonnoxi 
g.vvo ftn interest to his authority, &iiu procured him the lespecitu_>_ 1 

* Tliis \.iu written m A D, 1#21, when Mohs Roo Kinbow Bing incc-cdo<i. 
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from the younger branches of the prince's family* an epithet which 


habit hap continued to his successors, who arc always addressed M amah 
ry.iheb, Sir, Uncle V Muddun ^ing succeedrd his father in the office of Foui- 
He had two sons, Himmut Sing, and Prithwi Sing* 


dar 


Bhao Sing, left Ifulwud with tventy*fiv r o horno. 
Madhu Sing* 

Muddun Sing* 


Hiinniut Sing 


S«o Sing, 
born in S. 1705, 


Prithwi Siug 
1 

Ealim Sihg^ 
born S. 1796, 

Madhu Sing, 
present rogent. 


Bappa Loll, 

^ twehty-one years of &go- 

he office of lonjdar which, like all those of the east, had become hetfc* 
ditary, was advantageously filled by Himmut Sing, whose bravery and skill 
W ? co '®pw u °“s 0,1 , m r any , tryil, S emergencies. He directed, or at least se¬ 
conded, defence of kotah, when first assailed by the combined Mahratta 
and Jeypoor troops and conducted the treaty which made her tributary to 

Hans 1 That wii, a V e ” Sth 80 ldentlf ! ed ' vas his influence with that of the 
Thonl’h n^w^h heU ' °°n llrrenG " h ® resto ‘! d «»e acient line of succession, 
in this art ir ^ P r, n Ge > (xn 'J'' n Sal, nor his Mayor Domo, had Much merii; 
in this act, it was made available by Zalim Sing In support of Ids preten¬ 
sions to power, and in proof of the ingratitude of his sovereign “whoso 
ancestors recovered their rights at the instigation of his own.’> \bifc Zahm 
r iu^ had nooccasion to go back to the virtues of his ancestors for an aigu- 
menfc on which to base his own claims to authority. Ho could point to 
the field of Butwarro where his bravery and skill mainly aided to vanquish 
o enemies ot fvotah, and to crush for ever those arrogant pretensions to 
supremacy w uch the Jeypoor state strained every nerve to establish, 

-u Wa V 0t i g aftur the aCGe3s i°n of Goman Sing to the sceptre of 
e .ara^, that the brave and handsome Mayor Domo , having daved to 
is master s path in love, lost his favour, and the office of Foujdar, which ho 
au attained m his twenty first year. It is probable he evinced littla 
contrition tor his offence, for the confiscation of Nandta soon followed. This 
estat^ on the west bank of the Ohutnbul, still enjoyed as a fief in perpotuitv 
t>y the Jhala family, was the original appange of the Kotah state when a 
younger branch of Booudi. From hence may be inferred the eonsidei ation 
in which the Jhala ancestor of our subject was held, which conferred upon 
bun the heir-loom of the house. Both the office and the estate ;hereto 
‘ ‘Cached, thus resumed, were bestowed upon the maternal uncle of the prince* 
Bhopub Sing, of the Bankrote tribe. By this step, the door of reconciliation 
k°ing closed against the young Jhala, he det mined to abandon the euu 


Mi%mah is ‘maternal unde Kaka, 'paternal uncle/ 
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Is disgrace, nod court- fortune elsewhere. He wa3 not lon^ iri lin¬ 
ing the path he should pursue ' Amber was shut against him, and Mar war 
held out no field for his ambition. Mewar was at hand, and a cfcgtef of his 
own tribe and nation then ruled the councils of Rana Ursi, who had lately 
succeeded to power, but a power paralyzed by faction and by a pretender to 
the throne. The Jhala ciiietrain of Dailwarra, one of the sixteen great 
barons of Mewar, had headed the party which placed his sovereign on tho 
throne ; and he left no desire to part with the influence which this service 
gave him. He entertainod foreign guards about the person of his prince, 
and distributed estate at pleasure among those who supported his measures; 
while from the crown domain, or from the estates of those who were hostile 
to his influence, he seized upon lands, which doubled his possession, Such 
was the court of Rana Ursi, when the ex M ajor Domo of Kotah came to 
aoek a new master. His reputation at once secured him a reception, and 
his talents for finesse, already developed, made the Rana confide to him the 
sm action in which he was held by his own vassal-subject. It was then that 
Zalim, a youth and a si ranger, shewed that rare union of intrepidity and 
caution, which has made him the wonder of the age. By a most daring 
plan, which cost the Dailwarra chief his life, in open day and surrounded by 
attendants, the Rana was released from this odious tutelage,. For this ser¬ 
vice, tlie title of Raj Rinna * and the estate of Cheeturkhaira on the sou- 
ihcni frontier were conferred upon Zalim, who was now a noble of the second 
rank in Mewar, The rebellion still continued, however, and the preton er 
and bis fiction sought the aid of the Mabrattas ; but under the vigorous 
councils of Zalim, seconded by the spirit of the Rana, an army was coilecfc- 
k d which gave battle to iho combined rebels and M ah rat t as. The result 01 
thus day kns already been related.f The Rana was discomfited and lost the 
fluwcr of his nobles when victory was almost assured to them, and Zalim warn 
left wounded and a prisoner in the field. He fell into the hands of Trimbuck 
Rao, the father of the celebrated Umbaji Inglia, and the friendship then form 
€’.• m••Aerially governed ttw future action of his life. . 

The loss of this battle left the Rana and Mewar at the mercy of tho 
conqueror. Oodipoor was invested, and capitulated, after a noble defence, 
upon terms which perpetuated her thraldom, Zalim, too wise to cling to the 
fort nr ? of a falling house, instead of returning to Oodipoor, bent his step 
to Kotah, in company with the Pundit, Lallaji Belial, the faithful per taker 
of h*3 future fortunes, Za im foresaw the storm about to spread over Raj* 
v/am, and deemed himself equal to guide and avert it from Kotah 
whib the political levity of Mewar gave him little hopes of success at 
tkut court. 

Raja Goman, however, had niefher forgofctten nor forgiven hi?- com- 

E el I cur, and refused to receive him: but in no wise daunted, he trust dto 
•a iddrcss, and thrust himself unbidden on the prince. The moment h e 
chowo proved favourable; and he was not only pardoned, but employed. 

TJi- Mnhrattas had now reached the southern fi on tier, and invest d t c 
oiwJ.lc of Bnkacuie, which was defended by four hundred Haras of tk~ S vvV 


»t- 


* tfni fr,i, ^ whirl. he pi>tM r uu lu'a uiivl, 
1 Boo Vol. 1, p. S'H. 




KOTATT. 

— ^unJer i$s chief, MftcJhu Sing. The enemy had been foiled in repeated 
attempt?; to escalade, and it furnishes a good idea of the inadequate means 
ot the ‘bouthrms’ for the operations of a siege, when tbeir besieging appara¬ 
tus was con lined to an elephant, whose head was the substitute for a petard, 
to burst open the gate. Repeated instances, however, prove that this noble 
animal is fully equal to the task, and would have succeeded on this occasion, 
f ad not the intrepidity of the Hara chieftain prompted one of those desperate 
exploits wjiich fill the pages of their annals. Armed with his dagger, Madhu 
Sing leaped from the walls upon the back of the elephant, stabb.nl the rider, 
and with repeated blows felled the animal to the e;«rth. That he should 
escape could not b« expected ; but his death and the noble deed kindh 1 such 
' nfhusiasm, that his clan threw wide the gate, and rushing sword in hand 
amidst the multitude, perished to a nnn. But they died not unavenged: 
uirtcen hundred of the bravest of the Mahrattas accompanied them to ISura- 
^ 0 ' vfi rnors heaven. The invaders continued their inroad, and invest- 
U U r e \/ , ^ jP r ^ c,) S0n t his commands to the garrison to preserve their 
oi vo in, and not again sacrifice them, as the point of honour had been 
mnn um °d. Accordingly, at midnight, they evacuated the place; but 
/" . \‘ r l0m accident or treachery, the grass jungle which covered their 
/ < iV 7:1 s * r ° an( ^. cas ^ so ^splendent a light, that the brave garrison 

jt ‘j l " 1 &, u ( . lle * r wa y against desperate odds, and many*were slain. Alulhwr 
MOicar, wno had been greatly disheartened at the loss sustained at Bukmnie, 
revived at this success, and prepared to follow it up. Raja Croninn doem- 
< a' visa do to try negotiation, and the Bankrote Fouidar was sent wdh 
l VnX\ t0 trC u at With the Mahrafcta oommader; but he failed and returned. 
nrespiior> nr vf- m f men ^. chosen by young Zalina to force Jams If into the 
Butwarr 13 °ft ended prince, In all probabitity he mentioned the day at 
f, nm jV \ V irr , e *?y bis courage, and still more by his tact, he released Kotali 
^gradation of being subordinate to Amber ; and that it ois by his 
,, n 11 .^ Wltj 1 same Mulhar Ifobar, who now threatened KoUh, he was 
e , 0 succeed.^ He was invested with full powers ; the negotiation was 
anc ‘ terminated successfully: for the sum of six lakhs of rupees, the 
i.„’ ra ^ a leader withdrew his horde from the territory ol Kbit ah. His primps 


lost 


>y Hits iiUl UU frOm i.u'J y \ji ixiimu, jjm |n : no 

• i ( V >lI L ,Vas retainer], his estate restored, and the unsuccessful ncgoii ifcor lo 
y . j °® °f hoiijdar, into which young Zalim was re-iuductc 1. But scarcely 
l j 10 -fevered his rights before Goman Sing was take“ grievously ill end 
. io h os bis life Wore relinquished. To whom cou d the dying prince look 
suc 1 a fporaent, as guardian of his infant son, but the person whose skill 

Saved f.lin of'if Q i^/.m I ') T~r.-\ r» t\nr\ ««^l t <*1 t * t mh a <1 lii.> n>^|j 

irs of 


in ten vc 


y twice saved the state from peril / He accordingly proclaimed h 
>s chitds, and with all due solemnity placed Ometl Sing, tl 
r\ Ul ! a P V Zalim Sing 
Ornefl Sing was proclaimed in S, 1827 (A.U. 1771). On (he 
inauguration, the ancient Rajpoot custom of the lika-Jour w is reviv< d, a 
^duost ol Kuilwarra from the house of Nurwar marked with erh 
.accession of the Maha Ivio of th Ha as of Fvotah, and gave early ind: 
that ibe genius of the V' ^. nt uoi Id not sleep in his office of wi»tc(*or. 

* ban 1 df a century ol rule, amidst ti • most appalling vbh.situdci 
arn ply confirmed the prognostication 
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^ 3 retention of a power thus acquired, it may be concluded, could s iQf9t 

be effecte ! without severity, nor tha vigorous authority, wielded throughout a 
period beyond ,ho ordinary limits of mortality, he sustained without something 
more potent than persuasion. Stilt, when we consider Zalira’s perilous predi¬ 
cament, and the 'motives to perpetual reaction, his acts of severity are fewer 
than might, have been expected, or than occur in the course of usurpation under 
similar circumstances* Mature reflection initiated all his measures, and the 
sagacity of their conception was only equalled by the rapidity of their ex- 
couti' n. Whether the end in view wns good or evil-, nothing was ever hah- 
done ; no spark was left to excite future conflagration. Even this excess ot 
seventy v,,;an advantage; it restrained the repetition of what, whether 
morally right or wrong, he was determined not to tolerate. To pass a correct 
judgment on these acta is most difficult. What in one case was a measure of 
barbii im severity, appears in another to have been one indispensable to the 
welfare of the state. But this is not the place to discuss the character or 
prim of the Regent; let us endeavour to unfold both in the exhibition of 
thoix • t - hich have carried him through the most tempestuous sea ot political 
convuisiof U’ the whole history of India. When nought but revolution and 

rapine stalks 1 through the land, when state after state was crumbling m to 
dust, or sinking into the abyss of ruin, he guided the vessel entrusts to is 
care safely through all dangers, adding yearly to her riches, unti. ho p ‘ lCct 
her in security under the prot ction of Britain. 

Scarcely had Zalim burned the piotectorate, when he was compelled to 
make trial of those Machiavetian powers which have never deserted him, m 
order to baffle the schemes devised to op, ose him. The duties of toujcla?, (> 
which h: had hitherto been restricted, were entirely of a military natuie, 
thee ;h, :i« it involved the charge of the castle, in which the sovereign resi cc^ 
It brought him in contact with his councils, This, however, afforded no p 
for interference in the dewani, or civil duties of the government, in which t 
ever ‘do* * his own accession to power he had a co-adjutyr in R ae Akiram, a 
man of splendid talents, and who had been Dewan or prime minister tnioug 
ou^ the r^ign of Chutter sal an 1 the greater part ot that of his successor. o 
Lis counsel is mainly ascribed the advantages gained by Kotah throughout 
th -o', p .,3 . yet did he fall a sacrifice to jealousies a short time t^ f ore v Q 

death of (i s prince, Goman Sing. It is not affirmed that they were the sup 
gestions cf young Zalim ; but Akiram's death left him fewer competitors o 
diapii(; the junction in his own person of the civil as well as military autnon- 
iy of the state. Still he had no slight opposition to overcome, in the very 
opcm of his career. The party which opposed the pretensions of Zauni 
Sing " act i s regent of the state, asserting that no such power had been 
bequeathed by the dying prince, c msisted of bis cousin, the Mahraja 
Sing, and the Bankrotechief, whoseidisgrace brought Zalim into powe 
Thr. P wn,ct bpttidpR. the Dhctbhat Jnskurn. foster-brother to the prince, a 
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Ml^hich this drama wag enacted struck terror into all. The gaining over 
the fo3ter-brother, the making him the instrument of punishment, and banish¬ 
ing him for the crime, acted like a sp^ll, and appeared such a masterpiece of 
daring and subtilty combined, that no one thought himself secure. There 
had been no cause of discontent between the Mahraja and the Dhabhae. to 
prompt revenge; yet did the latter, in the glare of open day, rush upon him 
in the garden of Vrij-Vulas, and with a blow of his scimitar end his days* 
The regent was the loudest in execrating the author of the crime, whom ho 
instantly seized and confined, and soon after expelled from Harouti. But 
however well acted, this dissimulation passed not with the world ; and, whe¬ 
ther innocent or guilty, they lay to Zalim’s charge the plot for the murder of 
the Mahraja. The Dhabhae died in exile and contempt at Jeypoor; and in 
abandoning him to his fate without provision, Zalim, if guilty of the deed, 
shewed at on^e his knowledge and contempt of mankind. Had he added 
another murder to the first, and in the fury of an affected iudignation become 
the sole depository of his secret, he would only have increased the suspicion, 
of the world $ but in turning the culprit loose on society to proclaim his 
participation in the crime, he neutralized the reproach by destroying tho 
credibility of one who was a self-convicted assassin when he had it in his 
power to check its circulation. In order to unravel this tortuous policy, it is 
necessary to state that the Dhabhae was seduced from the league bv tho 
persuasion of the regent, who insinuated that the Mahraja formed plans 
inimical to the safety ol the young prince, and that his own elevation was 
. * ino object of his hostility to the person entrusted with the charge of the 
rmnor sover oign. Whatever truth there might be in thi<, which might be 
pleaded m justification of the foul crime, it was attended with the consequent 
esho expected. Immediately after, the remaining member of the adverse 
junta, withdrew, and at the same time many of the nobles abandoned their 
estates and their country. Zalim evinced his contempt of their means of 
resistance by granting them free egress from the kingdom, and detrmined to* 
turn their retreat to account. .They went to Jeypoor and to Jodpoor ; but 
troubles prevailed everv where * the prinees could with difficulty keep tho 


prow mg Mahratta from their own doors, and possessed neither funds nor 
* fcoonfeer into foreign quarrels for objects which would only increase 

einat'' i rCad ^| Sl L }era ^ >Un ^ aT1 ^ difficulties. The event turned out as Zalim anti 
v, ^ princes, to whom the refugees were suitors, had a legitimate* 

their 3 - ln . representations of the regent, who described them as rebels to 
ar 1 soverei S n parties to designs hostile to his rule. Some died abroad, 
somo, sick o? wandering in a foreign land dependant on its bouncy, 
c itea as a boon that “their ashes might be burned with their fathers’. ,r 
j oa K rar ^ ln 8 this request, Zalim evinced that reliance on him .elf, which is the 
' Uv ' Mature of his character. He permitted their return, but receiv¬ 


ed 


and > eni as * ra ^ ors who had abandoned their prince and their country. 

’ -as announced to them, as an act of clemency, that they were per* 
tar,| Gl l° ^ ve u P on a part of their estates •, which, as they had been volume 
1 y abandoned, wero sequestrated and belonged to the crown, 

was Zalim Sink’s triumph over the first faction formed against hii 
of the full powers of regent of iyotah. Not only did the nristo* 
dr 7 feel humiliated, but were subjugated by the rod of iron held over thorn > 
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of society. Tho thoughtlessness oi cuauu^r do o ' — 

abundant opportunities for the march of an exterminating polio}, tlnf -» 
tho same time, afforded reasons which justified lfc - , , , ^ c: n(r 

Tho next combination was more formidable ; JO was headed by Deo bi 
of Athoon, who enjoyed an estate of sixty thousand rupees rent. He stroW.IV 
fortified his castle, and was joined by all the discontented nobles determined 
to get rid of tho authority which crushed them. 1 he regent ne ‘ . 

rpirii-i ho had to cope with, and that the power of the state was n ■ ■ 

By means of “the help of Moses” (such « f ■ - ' wm "ftwitv aTso 

M udut, auxiliary on this occasion), this struggle against us an '• , 

only served to confirm it ; and their measures recoiled on the Uu » 
feudality. The condition of society since imperial power was 
to the inatituions of Raj warm, the unsupported valour of whoesnoWeawas 
no match for the mercenary force which their rulers could now always com 
rnand from those bands, belonging to no governmen , u loai - „ 8 . j 

they listed over this vast region, in search of payjn p un o • i known in 
Moses* was the leader of one of those association, > . ulK) i n ted in- 

thc history of that agitated period ; and , h ® i t which was brought 

fin try brigade but. had garrison n« ; 

co pby againt Athom It held out Sev ^ constant Vigilance of 

wmle making many sallies, which f r0 ^ • they demanded and ob' 
Moses to repress. At lenght, reduced to extiem J, ) > ste( j w hi- 

tained an honourable capitulation, being al owei t ^ insurrec- 

t her they pleased. Such was the termination of J^^gamz, d inwrr^ 
tiou, which involved almost all the feudal chie s o v ■ V escheat of 

and strengthened the regent, or as he would say, n ■ '. • ? » t j • j t , 

the separated property. Doo Sing of At boon, .thejhead of thy b u t « L 
died in exile. After several years ol lamentation in a• <«*«** soiHor me 
juniim bhom, the 'land of their birth/ th f^ on _P,, bt U. his recall, and 

The inferior members 
/ere treated w»n u.« »«* --ptuous clemency ; they 

to Kotah hut deprived of the power of doing mischief. 
LO rvubitl _ 1 than hl« shuMlUg Up 


feci u t 

the ■jsf'ate of Bamolia of fifteen 
</ the opposition were treated 
w°ro admitted in 


wuo aamittea mio ivouiu uuu 

What stronger proof of tho Regent can be adduced, than ‘ 8 1 " 

such combustible materials within the social edthce and even mng 

‘ ' deserved their friendship rather than 


am* 

their 


r, (imo pass - 
of the royal house 
•nve Zalnn 


ongsj and with them, as if he 

* Ifi combating such association, and thus cementing bis po« « 
ed away. J J is marriago with one c 

of Me war, by whom he had his son .»»« 7 :"““ .'/TA h „ nPV0 r 

an additional interest in the affairs of that disturbed state, of wh 
lost sight amidst (he troubles which m * *o* cernod ^]^ 

moth', s which, in S. ISt7 (A. D 170.1 ), made ip ' Q f j; 0 r/ib as 
S, l '7 (A. D. 1701) made him consider for a time the int 'f a ' ;’ lfl of th*< 
1 to those of Mewar, are related at length tn the of if . 
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in the prosecution of his views, will appear on considering »he details 
of his system. Referring the reader, therefore, to tho Annals of Mowar, we 
shall pass from S. 1847 to S. 1856 (A. I), 1800 ) when another attempt waa 
made by the chieftains to throw off the iron yoke of the protector. 

M»ny attempts at assassination had been tried, but his vigilance baffled 
them ail : though no bold enterprise was haz.irded since the failure ot that 
( in S. 1833 ) which ended in tho death and exile of its contriver, the chief- 
tuin of Athoon, until the conspiracy of Mohsain, in S. 1856, just twenty years 
ago.* Bah'idoor Sing, of Mohsain, a chieftain of ten thousand rupees’ annual 
rent, was the head of this plot which included every chief and family whos;- 
fortunes had been annihilated by the exterminating policy of the regent. Lc 
was conducted with admirable secrecy ; if known at all, it was to Zalim ul 
opo and not till on the eve of accomplishment. The proscription-list was long; 
tho regent, his fami y, his friend and counsellor the Pundit Lallaji, were 
amongst the victims marked for <jacrifice. The moment for execution was 
that o his proceeding to hold his court, in open day, and the mode was by 
a coup de main whose very audacity would guarantee success. It is said 
that he was actually in progress to durbar , when the danger was re¬ 
vealed. The 2 yaega, or‘select troop of horse’belonging to his friend and al¬ 
ways at hand, was immediately called in and added to the guards about 
his person ; thus the conspirators were assailed when they deemed the prey 
rushing into the snare they had laid. The surprise was complete * many 
w ; ro slum, some were taken, others fled. Amongst the latter was the hand 
ot the conspiracy, Bahadoor Sing who gained tho Chumbul and took refuge 
in the temple of the tutelary deity of the Kara at Patun. But ho mistook 
the character of the regent when he supposed that either the sanctuary 
Y 1 *"** Zeshorw or tho resect due to tho prince in whose domibions (Booiuii) 
it lay, could shield him from his fate. He was dragged forth and expiated his 
crime or folly with his life. 

According, to the apologists of the regent, this act was one of just re¬ 
tribution, since it was less to defend himself and his immediate) interests tha>> 
Ihoso of the prince whose power and existence were threatened by the insm 
i -aon whioh had for its objec f his doposal and the elevation of one of his 
ruthois The members of the Maha RaoVs family at this period v., re hv 

. ' i. Sing, and his two brothers, Gordhun and Gopal Sing. Since the 

fh‘ * 01 ' ^boon these princes have been under surveillance • but after 
V l j \ U9 ^ unoe of re-action, in which their brother, a more vigorous seclusion 
®|®^dopted ; and the rest of their days was pas3t<i in solitary confinement. 
°Mhuo, the elder, died about ten years after his incarceration ; the ymui,?er 
opal, lived tn&iy years longer ; but neither from that day quit'd the wmIIs 
?> ^heir prison, until death released them from this dreadful bondage. Kaka 
j. ( ' ‘ ' N * r, S lived to extreme old age ; but as he took no part in thes< turmoils 
«mai n0( i unmolested, having the range of the temples in the city, beyond 
°®®J trr ut3 ho had no wish to stray. 

I*. « .may in this place introduce U slip from the genealogical tree of the 
^felted branch of Bishen Sing, but which, in tho person of his grandson 
* J^et, regained its rights and the gadi. The fate of this family will servo 
a specimen of the policy pursued by the regent towards tin 

A'liia written ot Kotah, in S. 1876 (A, IX i820j, 
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tfata of Kotab. It is appalling, when thus marshalled, to view 
sacrifices which the maintenance of power will demand in these feudal 
states, where individual will is law. 

The plots against the existence and authority of the Protector were 
of every description, and no less than eighteen are enumerated, which his 
never-slmnhezing vigilance detected and baffled. The means were .orce, 


uofvi CJIU'H'JL “ — - , 

open and concealed, poison, the dagger,—until at length he becamo 


sick 

of precaution. “ I could not always be on my guard,” he would say. ®ut 
the most dangerous of all was a female conspiracy, got up in the pal a °?» 
and which discovers an amusing mixture of tragedy and farce, althoug i J| 
habitual wariness would not have saved him from being its victim, baa ne 
not b -en aided by the boldness of a female champion, from a regard tor tn 
personal attractions of the handsome regent. He was suddenly sent tor y 
the queen-mother of one of the younger princes, and while waiting ™ 
antiohamber, expecting levery instant '-the voice behind the curtain, he ICK 
himself encircled by a band of Amazonian liajpootnis, armed with sworn 
and dagger, from whom, acquainted as he was with the nerve, physical an 
moral, of his country-women, he saw no hope of salvation. Fortuna y. 
they were determined not to be satisfied merely with his do:i 1 > y , P . 
him upon hie trial ; and the truin of interrogation into all^the ac * 
life was going on, when his preserving angel, in the shape of the ebiei 
attendant of the dowager queen, a woman of mascu » f ? am idsfc 
courage, rushed in,and with strong dissembled anger, drove him r 
a torrent of abuse for presuming to be found in sue a pie< ‘ nursuifc 

Whilo bathing, and during the heat of the chase his favount P > 
similar attempts have been made but they always recoiled on he V m 

his enemies. Yet notwithstanding the multitude of these plots, which 
have unsettled the reason of many, he never allowed a blind suspicion « 
add to tbe victims of his policy , and although, for his persona1 
be was compelled to sleep in an iron cage he never harbouryd unnec as y 
alarm the t parent of crime and blood in all usurpations. His lynx-.ikc eye 
saw at once who was likely to invade his authority, and ‘heseknew the r 

peril from the vigilance of a system which never relaxed. E tue se 
reliance, a police such as perhaps no country in the world couid equ , 
establishments well paid, services liberally rewarded, character and talent in 
each dep irtraent of the state, himself keeping a strict watch over al, an 
trusting implicitly to none, with a daily personal supervision o 
complicated state-machinery—such was she system‘which surmount* 1 every 
f . N il an I not only maintained, but increased the power and political rep t» 
lion of Zalim Sing, amidst the storms of war, rapine, treason, and pom ^ 
convulsions of more than half a century’s duration. 
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Zalhn regarded as a legislator .— His political views on Mcu\ir.—Kotiiti 
sacrificed thereto.—His tyranny.—His superstition. —Makes a tour of 
his dominions.—Establishes a permanent camp.—Trains an arrow 
Adopts European arms and discipline.—Revises the revenue system of 
llaronlu—The Patel system described.—Council of Four .— Extent of 
jurisdiction.—The Bohol’as described,—Their utility in the old farming 
system of India.—Patels usurp their influence.—Depression of the 
peasantry.■—Patels circumvented, imprisoned , and fined.—Patel system 
destroyed,—Return to the old system.—Moral estimation of the peasant, 
v Raj pool ana.—'Modes of realizing the land-revenue described. — •Advant- 
ages and disadvantages. 

^\ E are now to examine the Protector in another point of view, aa 
the legislator and manager of the state whose concerns he was thus de.cr- 
inined to rule. For a series of years, Kofcah was but the wet-nurse to the 
child of his ambition, a design upon Mewar, which etigulphed as in a vortex 
all that oppression could extort from the industry of the people confided to 
his charge. From his first acquaintance with the court of the Rada, in 
o. 1827, to the year 1856, he never relinquished the hone of extending the 
same measure of authority over that state which he exerted in his own. To 
o prosecution of this policy Harouti was sacrificed and the cultivator low¬ 
ered to the condition of a serf. In the year 1840 oppression wad at its height: 

. e impoverished ryot, no longer aVe to pay the extra calk upon hi ; industry, 
ills cattle and the implements of his labour distrained, was reduced to dos- 
pair. Many died from distress ; some fled, but where could they find refuge 
in the chaos around them? The greater part were compelled to plough ibr 
with the cattle and implements once their own, the very fields their 
. icehold, which had been torn from them. From this system of universal 
impoverishment, displayed at length in unfrhatchcd villages and intilkd 
anas the Regent was compelled to become farmer-general of Kotaln 

fortunately for his subjects, and for his own reputation, his sense of 
gratitude and friendship for the family of Inglia,—whose head, Balk Kao, 
w.ls then a prisoner in Mewar,—involved him, in the attempt to obtain hitf 
re ease, in personal conflict with the Rana, an 1 ho was compelled to ab melon 
u ever that long cherished object of his ambition. It was then he perceived 
Ae had sacrificed the welfare of all classes to a phantom, and hij vigorous 
understanding suggested a remedy, which was instantly adopted* 

Until the conspiracy of Mohsain in 1856, the Regent had resided lit 
the castle, acting the part of the waive da palais of the old French rhoimr- 
but on his icturn from the release of Balia Rao v in S< I860 t A. l)» 
1803-4 ), when the successes of the British arms disturbed the combination of 
he Mahi d tas, a;id obliged Lhei* to send forth their disunited bands i » •. L 
by rapine what they had 1 oat by our conquests, the Regent perceived tho 
!na f obey 0 f suc j^ permanent residency and detoilnined to ccmie tienw to ttodi 
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point of danger. He had a double motive, each of itself sufficiently power¬ 
ful to justify "the change ; the first was a revision of the revenue system ; the 
other to seek a more central position for a disposable camp, which he might 
move to any point threatened by these predatory bodies. Though these 
were doubtless the real incentives to the project, according to those who 
ought to have known the secret impulse of his mind, the change from the cas¬ 
tle on the Ohumbul to the tented field proceeded from no inoro potent cause 
than ;■ •, ominous owl, telling his tale to the moon from the pinnacle of his man¬ 
sion. A meeting of the astrologers, and those versed in prodigies was con¬ 
vened, and it was decided that it would be tempting honhar ( fate ) to abide 
longer in that dwelling. If this were the true motive. Zalim Sing s mind 
only share 1 the grovelling superstition of ohe most illustrious and most coura¬ 
geous of his nation to whom there was no presage more appalling than 
ooo„oo on the house top. But in all likelihood this was a political owl .on 
jtired up for the occasion ; one seen only in the mind’s eye ot the xvegei , 

and serving to cloak his plans. , p 

The soothsayers having in due form desecrated the dwelling of itiL 
tec tor, be commenced a perambulation and survey of the long-neglectc 
tory within which he determined henceforth to limit his am 1 i n. ^ 

saw and perhaps felt for, the miseries his mistaken po icy , ' 0 f one-third of 
the moral evil was consummated ; he had ruined the for ^" e9 , Th „ de fp. 
the agriculturists, and the rest were depressed and heart, oroken ..11 
cicncy in his revenues spoke a truth no longer to be , I ' I S , . , • WO j d and 
credit was so low in the mercantile world at this peri , against 

his bond were in equal disesteem- Hitherto be hatl sh • *• ' l |’ f 

complaint; but funds were necessary to forward his views, and a { s 
inability were met by confiscation. It was evident that this evil, il not 
checked must ultimately denude the state of the means o ^ _ 1 > ’ ' . 

fertility of his genius presented various modes of reme _ nermauent 

fixing upon a spot near the strong fortress ofGagrown, -< i,;. Vent • and 

camp, where ho continued to reside, with merely a shed over h.s tent 

although the officers and men of rank had also thrown up > d t d 

ulm.t of nothin- more. All the despatches and newspapers were dated 

‘from the Chaoni? or camp. . . t 

Tho situation selected was most judicious, being nearly equi-distant 
from the two piincipal entrances to Harouti from the south, and 011 ^ 

; tie mo 3 t insubordinate part of the libil population ; while e was c - 
the strong castles of Shirgurh and Gagrown which ho strengthen^ th 
the utmost care, making the latter the depot of his treasures and ^arsena. 
Ho formed an irmv • adopted the European arms and discipline appoi 
ollic with the title'of captain to his battalions, which had a regular nonien- 
claturo and his ‘royals’ ( H P»Uun ) have done as gallant service as .. y 
f }, 0rp the name. These wer* ready at a moment’s warning *o 

io. Moreover, by this change he was exoriu- 
delays which a residence in a capital neceeaar y 
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v?nrc, la proportion to the value of the soil or of the product The 
gent soon found the disadvantages of this system, which afforded opportu¬ 
nity for oppression on the part of the collectors and fraud on that tenant, both 
detrimental to the government, and serving only to enrich that vulture, the 
Patel. When this rapacious, yet indispensable medium between the* pea- 
sent and ruler leagued with the collectors—and there was no control to exac¬ 
tion beyofid the conscience of this constituted attorney of each iowWaip, 
either for the assessment or collection—and when, as we have so <3ften stated 
tho regent; cared not for the means so that the supplies were abundant, no¬ 
thing but ruin could ensue to the ryot. 

Having made himself master of the complicated details of the kutlaic, 
ami lifted every act of chicanery by the most inquisitori it process, he con¬ 
voked all the Patels of iho country and took their depositions as to the 
extent of each pateli , their modes of c *1 lection, their credit, character, and 
individual means; and being thus enabled to form a rough computation of 
the size and revenues of each, lie recommenced his tour, made a chdkbundi , 
or measurement of the lands of each township, and classified them, according 
o soi and fertility, as pcewal, or irrigated ; gorma , of good soil, but clepen- 
am on the heavens; and mormi 9 including pasturage and mount a in-trams. 
!. e then, having formed an average f cm the accounts of nany years, inaiitut- 
ec« a fixed rn »ney rent, and declared that the butlaie system, or that of pay¬ 
ment in kind, was at an end. But even in this he shewed severity; for ho 
reduced the jureeb , or standard measure, by a third, and added a fourth to 
hn averages. Doubtless he argued that the profit which the Patels looked 
or\wi,< to would admit of this increase and determined that his vigilance 
should be more than a match for their ingenuity. 

Having thus adjusted the rents of ‘tho fisc, the d*ies of the Patel wore 
xu a oneamj a half annas per beegha on nil the lands constituting ; pateli ; 
and as his personal lands were on a Favoured footing and paid a much smali-r 
rate than the ryot’s, he was led to understand that any exaction b vend what 

authorized would subject him to confiscation. Thus the dues on collee- 
tion v\ouM realize to the Patel from five to fifteen thousand rupees annually. 

J he anxiety of these men to be reinstated in their trusts was evinced by On* 
immense otters they made, of ten, twenty, and even fifty thousand rape 
, °no stroke he put ten lakhs, or £100,000 sterling, into his c:\hau ^ d 
roasury, by the amount of muccranas, or fines of relief on their r imlm 
tion into office. The ryot hoped for better days; for notwithsbam 
asoessmeiit- was heavy, he saw the limit of exaction, and that door wa 
to all subordinate oppression. E lides the spur of hope, he had that 
to quicken his exertions; for with the promulgation of (he edict subs 
money-rent for buttaie ) the ryot was given to understand that ‘no aneount of 
the seasons’ would alter or lessen the established dues of the jjftafce, and tint 
uncultivated lands would be made over by the Patol to those who would 
cultivate them ; or if none would take them, they would bo incorporated wjth 
th: Ichas or personal firms of the reg nt. In all cast-s, the Patels worn de¬ 
clared responsible for deficiencies of revenue. 

Hitherto this body of men h id an incentive, if in 
bring subject to an annual or triennial tax termed 
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^thes: Patois, the elected representative i of the village and tho shields 
the ryot, became the direct officers of the crown. It was the regent's 
interest to conciliate a body of men, on whose exertion3 the prosperity of the 
state mainly depended ; and they gladly and unanimously entered into his 
vi vs. Golden bracelets and turbans, the signs of inauguration, were given, 
with a "grant of office, 1 to each Patel, and they departed to their several 
trusts. 


A few reflections obtrude themselves on the contemplation of such a 
picture. It will hardly fail to strike the reader, how perfect are the elements 
h .' the formation of a representative government in these regions; for every 
state of ifaj warra is similarly constituted; exuno disee omnes. The Patels 
w< uld only require to b' joined by the representatives of the commercial 
body, ar.d these are already formed, of Rajpoot blood, deficient neither in 
nerve nor j olitical sagacity, compared with any class on earth ; often compos¬ 
ing the ministry, or heading the armies in battle. It is needless to push the 
para I cl farther; but if it is the desire of Britain to promote this system in 
the cast, to enthrone liberty on the ruins of bondage, and call forth the 
energies < fa grand national punehaet 9 the materials arc ample without tho 
risk <>! innovation beyond the mere extent of members. We should have tho 
aristocratic Tkakoors (the Rajpoot barons), the men of wealth, and tho 
V'YimonLv/i vns of agriculture, to settle the limits and maintain the principles 
of their ancient patriarchal system. A code of criminal and civil law, perfect¬ 
ly adequate, could bo compiled from their sacred books, their records on 
stone, or t ra litional customs, and sufficient might be deducted from the 
revenues of the state to maintain municipal forces, which could unite if pub¬ 
lic safety wore endangered, while the equestrian order would furnish ail state 
parade, and aot as a moveable array. 

But t<- return to onr subject. Out of this numerous body of Pate’s, 
Zdim selected four of the most intelligent and experienced, of whom ho 
formed a council attached to the Presence. At first their duties were con¬ 
fined to matters of revenue; soon those of police wore superadded, and at 
length no matter of internal regulation was transacted without their advice. 
In nil > •. s of doubtful decision, they were the court of appeal from provin¬ 
cial punch;*, (..i, and even from those of the cities and the capital itself. Thus 
they performed the three fold duties of a board of revenue, of justice, and of 
police, and perhaps throughout the world, there never was a police like that 
of ZUitn Sing; there was not one Fonchc, but four; and a net of espionnago 
spread over the country, out of whoso meshes nothing could escape. 

Such was the pa tel system of Kofcah. A system so rigid had its alloy of 
v LI the evil of secrecy, so essential to commercial pursuits, was rudely drawn 
aside ; every transaction was exposed the regent, and no man felt safe 
ii um the inquisitorial visits of tho spies of this council. A lucky speculation 
a •< • immediately reported, and the regent hastened to share in the success of 
lb s speculator, Alarm and disgust were the oonsequenoe; the spirit of trade 
wtiM damped non > were assured of the just returns of their industry ; but 
was no security elsewhere, and at Kotalronfy tho protector dared to 
jmjvu them* 

Tip council of Venice was not more arbitrary than the Patel boru< 
Koltth : n th.j ministers saw the sword suspended o^cr their h ads, o n ^ 
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hated as much as feared by all but the individua wbo recoined/* 
m iitility. 

It would be imagined that, with a council so vigilant, the regent would 
feel perfectly secure. Not so: lie had spies over them. In short, to use tho 
phrase of one of his ministers,—a man of acute perception and powerful 
understanding, when talking of the vigour of his mental viak)n,-*-when his 
physical drgans had failed, pani pia, aur ?noot tolna } which we will not 
translate. 

The Patel, now the virtual master of the peasantry, was aware that fine 
and confiscation would follow the discovery of direct oppression of the ryots : 
but there were many indirect modes by which he could attain his object, and 
he took the most secure, the medium of their necessities. Hitherto,' the 
impoverished husbandman hud his wants supplied by the Bohora, the sanc¬ 
tioned usurer of each village; now, the privileged Patel usurped his func¬ 
tions, and bound him by a double chain to his purposes. But wo must 
explain the functions of the Boliora> in order to show the extent of subordi 
nation in which the ryot was placed. 

The Bohora of Rajpoottana is tho Metayer. of tho ancient avstem of 
l ranee, lie furnishes tho cultivator with whatever he requires for hia pur¬ 
suits, whether cattle, implements, or seed; and supports him and his family 
cnioiighout the season until the crop is ready for tho sicklo, when a sottle- 
luei.t ot accounts takes place. This is done in two ways ; either by a cash 
payment, with stipulated interest according to tho risk previously' agreed 
upon ; or, more commonly, by a specified share of the crop, in which iho 
io/oM takes the r^k of bid seasons with tho husbandman. The utility of 
ZlidJ^r 0 V"/ ? r a " ° PpreSS 1 v 1 g° vcrnmp nt, where the ryot can store up 
aT lng J „ \ fUtUr f’ may re - ad i ly be C01ice ‘' r ed j he is, in fact, indispens- 
woui.l h t nes y 13 re( l ulred /> for extortion on tho part of the Bofutra 

r, t b ni m i hlSC ,ent8 ' and dishonesty on that of the peasant would 
S’!™ ot 1 . bls 0 ,,| y. resource against the sequestration of his patrimony. 

l ^ 8 7 \ 11S U10,Ued nu(idlcman enjoyed great consideration, being 
1 ^arciea as iho patron of the husbandman. Every peasant had his parti 
t'uar Dohora, and not unfrequently from the adjacent villageiu prcferei.ee 


to bis own 

nK 


c ’ i ,^ e stato ^ings when t*he old system of laiha bhnilabi w is 

land Ti t0 * wegoii, a specific money rent apportioned lo the area of tho 

tnl f, e . now tied down to the simple duties of collection, c i. I 

i nothing but his dues, unless he leagued with or overturned the Bohora • 
111 ei thercase there was risk from the lynx-eyed scrutiny of the Regent! 
., accordingly^ adopted the middle course of alarming his cupidity, which 
1 following expedient eftVcted. When the,crop was ripe, tho peasant 


mP U aoinancl permission to cut it. “Pay your rent first,” n as tho reply. 
n fWnnv* was applied to: but his fears had been awakened by :* cam ion 
lend money to one on whom tho government had claims. There was 
r '? a p''rnalive but to mortgage to the harpy Patel a portion of tho produce of 
tils tic-ids. This was tho precise point at which ho aim d , ho took tho mop 
his own valuation, and gave his receipt that the dues of government worn 

(hn nffocfc ‘'that having no funds for! fi¬ 
le to raise it, the inert- 
share of,tho produce,” lu 


satisfied ; demanding a certificate to the ef 
doming when tho rent was require! . 
gager voluntarily assigned, at a lair valuation, 


nd beine unable 


MINlSr^ 



ANnAI-S 0I-- iiabavati. 


<SL 


—.arnipf (lid the Patels hoard immense quantities of grain, and as Kotah 
became the granary of Rajpootana, they accumulated great wealth, while the 
peasant, never able to reckon on the fruits of Ins industry, was depressed and 
impoverished. Tho Regent could not long be kept in ignorance of these 
extortions ; but the treasury overflowed, and he did not sufficiently beeu the 
miseries occasioned by a system which added fresh lands by sequestration to 
the home farms, now the object of his especial solicitude. 

Matters proeceeded thus until the year 18G7 (A.D. 1811), when, hue a 
clap of thunder, mandates of arrest were issued, and every Patel in Kotah 
wav placed in fetters, and his property under the seal of the state : thoi 
gotten wealth, as usual flowing into the exchequer of the Protector, lew 
escaped heavy fines; one only was enabled altogether to evade the vigilance 
of the police, and he had wisely remitted his wealth, to the amount of seven 
lakhs, or £70,000, to a foreign country; and from this individual case, a 
judgment may be formed of the prey theke cormorants were compelled to 

" ** It is to be inferred that the Regent must have Well weighed the present 
oood against the evil he incurred, in destroying in one moment the credit 
and efficacy of such an engine of power as the patdi system he had cstab is - 
ed. The Council of Four maintained their po<t,_ notwithstanding — 
humiliated condition of their compeers ; though their influence cou 
tob ; weakened by the discredit attached to the body. 2 ^ ,? was induced 
had so artfully introduced being thus entirely disorganized, he n of 

to om?b> Still further tho resources of his energetic mind, by < he . 

his personal farms. In describing the formation and manageimr , 

WG shall better portray the character of the Regent than by the most < 
ed summary: the acts will paint the man. , , . , • . ; f - 

Before, however, we enter upon this singular part of his history, it is 
neccssavy to develop the ancient agricultural system of Ilarouti, to which ne 
returned when tha pate/i was broken up. In the execution of this design, 
we must speak both of the soil and the occupants, whose ™° ral e * ' 

,nation in the minds of their rulers must materially influence, their legis- 

lutive umd India , j ike t g e progenitor of all tillers of the earth, hears 
the brand of vengeance on his forehead ; for as Cain was cursed by the 
Almighty, so were the cultivators of India by Ramaehuud, as a class whom 
n n I- nirV could render honest or contented. When the hero of Ayodia leit 
las kingdom for Lanka, he enjoyed his minister to foster the ryots, that tie 
mi .ht hear no complaints on his return. Aware of the fruitlessness of he 
at cini't. yet determined to guard against all just cause of complaint, the 
minister reserved the manna, or grain measure, taking the sli.ue 1 
crown from (he smaller end, exactly one half of what was sanctioned by 
immemorial usage. When Rama returned the cultivators «Mblo« 

bodies at each stage of his journey, and complained of the innovations ot t 

minister. "Whab had he done?’ “Reversed the mauna. rhe , '^ a , 
dismissed them with his curs-, as 1 a race whom no favour could concur 
in.l w ho b, longed to no one , v a phrase which to this hour is proverbial, ■ * 
junJti c* nulninliyn and the sentence is confirmed by the historians > ;; 

under, who tells us that they lived unmolested amidst all intes* n . ; 

‘ they only till the ground and pay tribute to the ) & 
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from danger when the common wealth sufferrcd, which must Ccnd 
to engender a love of soil more than patriotism. It would appear as il the 
Regent of Kotoh had availed himself of the anathema of Rama in his 
estimation of the racial virtues of his subjects, who were Helots in condition 
if not in name. 


We proceed to the modes of realizing the dues of the state, in which 
the character and condition of the peasant will be further developed. There 
arc four modes of levying the land-tax, three of which are common through¬ 
out (uajwarra ; the fourth is more peculiar to Harouti and Mewar. The first 
and most ancient is that of buttaie, or ‘payment in kind/ practised before 
metallic currency was invented. The system of buttaie extends, ^however 
only to corn ; for sugar-cane, cotton, hemp, poppy, al, kosoomba ginger* 
turmeric, and other dyes and drugs, and all garden stuffs, pay a rent in 
money. This rent was arbitrary and variable, according to the necessities or 
justice of the ruler. In both countries five or ten rupees per beegha are de¬ 
manded for sugar-cane ; three to five for cotton, poppy, hemp, and oil-plant ; 
and two to four for the rost. But when luaven was bounteous, avarice and 
oppression rose in their demands, and seventy rupetc per bcegha were exac¬ 
ted for the sugar-cane, thus paralyzing the industry of the cultivator and 
rendering abortive the beneficence of the Almighty. 

Buttaie or ‘division in kind/ varies with the seasons and their 
products: 

1 st. The unalu, or'summer harvest/ when wheat, barley, and a variety 
of pulses, as grain, moth, raoong, til, are raised. The share of the state in 
these varies with the fertility of the soil, from one-fourth, one-third, and two 
fifths, to one half—the extreme fractions being the maximum and minimum ; 
those o. one third and two-fifths are the most universally admitted as i\xr> 
share of the crown. But besides this, there are dues to the artificers ami 
mechanics, whose labour to the village is compensated by a share of the har¬ 
vest from each cultivator ; which allowances reduce the portion of the latter 
to one-hah of lira gross produce of his industry, which if he realize, he is 
contented and thrives. 


flte second harvest is the sialoo f or ‘autumnal/ and consists of mnkhi on 
booUf; t (Indian corn,) of joar, bajri, the two chief kinds of maize, and til or 
sesaniuiti, with other small seeds, such as kangni* with many of the pulses. 
- a ;| these, one-half is exacted by the state. 

Such is the system of luttaie ; let us describe that of koont.f Koont b 
the conjectural estimate of the quantity of the standing crop on a measured 
surface, by the officers of the government in conjunction with the proprie¬ 
tors* when the share of the state is converted into cash at the average rate of 
the vlay, and the peasent is debited the amount. So exactly can those habi¬ 
tually exercised in this method estimate the quantity of grain produced on a 
given surface, that they seldom err beyond one-twentieth part of the crop. 


* Panicum Xtalici.m producod abundantly in the valluy of the Rhine, &3 well na n:nkhi t 
there called VelsU arm ; doubtless the raai'.os would alike grow in perfection, 

t At would bo more convict to s- v that btitto.,’.:, or ‘payment in kind, in divide, inU iwo 
braneho*, viz. koont and Intiui ; tho Srst being a porfcibn ofHbe. standing crop by oonjelmal 
QHtimato tho other by actual measure, after reaping and thrashing' 
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however, che cultivator deem his crop over estimated, he has 
power to cut and weigh it; and this is termed latha. 

The third is a tax in money, according to admeasurement of the field, 
assessed previously to cultivation. 

The fourth is a mixed tax, of both money and produce. 

NeiilvT of these modes is free from objection. That of hoont , or conjec¬ 
tural estimate of the standing crop, is, however, liable to much greater abuse 
that Inthu or measurement of the grain. In the first case, it is well known 
that by a brine to che officer, he will koont a field at ten maunds, which may 
realize Y ice the quantity ; for the chief guarantees to honesty £re fear of 
detection, ; nd instinctive morality: feeble safeguards, even in Vhore civilized 
states than Rajwarra. If he bo so closely watched that he must make a fair 
hoont % or r s | J imate, ho will still find means to extort money from the ryot, 0110 
of which is, by procrastinating the estimate when the ear is ripe, and when 
every day’s delay is a certain loss. In short, a celebrated superintendent of a 
district, of great credit both for Zealand honesty, confessed, Ve are like 
tailors; we can cheat you to your face, and you cannot perceive it” The 
ij<>t prefer -1 the hoont ; the process is soon over, and he has done with the 
government; but in latha, the means are varied to perplex and cheat it; 
beginning with the reaping, when, with a liberal hand, they leave something 
f.jr the gleaner, then, a “tithe lor the fcoorpi , or ‘sickle then, the thrasi- 
ing • and though they muzzle the ox who treads out the corn, they do no. 
th * r own mouths, or those of their family, Again, if not converti.no m o 
coin, they are debited and allowed to store it up, and "the rats arc sure 0 
get into the pits. ’ In both cases, the shanahS. or village:watchmen, are ap¬ 
pointed to watch the crops, as soon as the ear begins to fill; yet all is insu - 
i: dent to check the system of pillage ; for the ryot and his family begin to 
feed upon the heads of Indian corn and maize the moment they afford the 
least nourishment. The shanah , receiving his emoluments from the husband 
man as well as from the crown, inclines more to his fellow-citizen ; and it is 
asserted that m efourth of the crop, and even a third , is frequently made away 
with before the share of the government can be fixed. 

Yet the system of lath was pursued by the Regent before he commenced 
tha: of pateli , which has no slight analogy to the permanent system of 
Bengal,* and was attended with similar results,— distress, cmfiscafcion, and 


JLH-n^U, Mi l ...VO M.UU * ~ ~ ‘ ■y > - ~ ' r 

.vide, to utter exclusion of the hereditary principle, the very corner-stone 01 


Hindu society. 


* Vho p*it* 1 ,f Tin, rout I, like the zemindar of Bengal, waa answerable for the revenues \ 
the mm hnwi vor, was heredit u*f ou y during pleasure \ the other porpotually po> lhe©xi« ut 
of uoir- auth oritfea Was equal. 
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fftrnUftg system of Zalim S i?ig .— TCxtent to which, it has been carried. _ its 

prosperity fallaciousand transitory.—Details of the system.-Soil of 
Kotah •The regent introduces foreign ploughs*-^Area cultivated — Net 
produce.—I alue.—-Grain pits.—‘Prides in plenty and famine.—Zalnn 
sells in one year grain to the amount of a million sterling,—Mo/w) < ly~ 
Ike tithe, or nao tax on exported grain.-*?The jugati, or tax gafhe,, i \— 
impolicy of this tax.—Gross revenue of Kotah k — Opium monopoly,—Tax 
on widows.—On the mendicant—Gourdtax .—Broom tax-.— The rodent 
'detested by the bards.—Province of Kotah at this period , and at a.'si'mp- 
tion of the government, contrasted.—Question as to the moral result of his 
improvements. 

k. J)> oceed with the most prominent feature of the IWvnt^s in 

a ;l'r^rat,on_h 13 farmi ”8 “o„opoly-to which ho is maid? indlbt 
ohsorvJ fePutation he enjoj-s throughout Rajpootann. The superficial 
' vh ° ca «i iw »th difficulty find a path through tho corn-fields which 
in , aC V° ^ ar0ut, » will dwelt with rapture upon the efifecte of a system 

Ihe Zf„ h t h ® d,320v «“ but energy and efffoier.coy : he cannot trace 

SlSuniustice °[, hl3 ^ ept ‘ Ve l ? ,Wperlty ’ which 1 in moral and 

LliSd dSSS Srvini’V'V ( T n " Vh Y l P^l'^dunplonghcd 

tion • it was with t i. a jf . ’ • ta ^ v . ln S husbandmen and a diminishing popula- 
orde’r £ Z ev Z jlml?implements and cattle of his subjects, a!,.! in 
that Zalim cnram?:». junous effects ofs > much waste land upon the rereuuo* 
Harouti» and he ha* 6 & w hich has made him famer-gtneral of 

SJ; k 5 t0 au a9toni9hin « extent. There is hot * 

do not visir. j? n n «t" V^ 1 ’ v ^ ere g^un can be produced* which his ploughs 
covered with eve+V S, i^ aV j ( { lsa PP eare d ; ^ y en the barren rocks nave been 
is turn d un tvif-h' 1 SG1 i^ e Itioantain’s side, inaoceasibie to the plough, 
fa turned up with a spud, and compelled to yield a crop. 1 ° 

ploughs ' W |,j c h \ n D ; 1<84 )> 2 ahm possessed only two or throe hundred 
menfement , f Y, ?/ ew years ™ereascd to eight hundred. At the corn- 

landed nronertv nf^ r YY * e r n <, ' ae UZW era ( n y a samvat ) in tho historv ot 
wa , i , ty ot , K the introduction of the pateli system, the numb t 

of douhl i- and at *! le P resenti tinie * n0 leS3 than f ow thousand plcuciha, 

, r yoke, employing sixteen thousand oxen s arc used in the firming 
• * ® m , ™s e ^traordiaary man; to which may bo added one thmmnd 
joro ploughs and four thousand oxen employed on the estates of the prinr,o 4 
!l '■ ';he different members of his family* 

is the secret of the Raj Rana’s power and reputation • and to th 3 
V k 1 e xtracted from her soil. Kot ah owes her preserv.iii n from tho ruin 
Uc “ befel the states around her during the convulsions of the last half 
Century, when one after another sank into decay. But although BHgaeUy 
marks tho plan, and unexampled energy superintends its details, wo tivi-t, oil 

SPhia waa drawn up iu 1820-31* 
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Examining the foundations of the system either morally or politically, pf<>- 
nounce its effects a mere paroxysm of prosperity, arising from stimulating 
causes which presont no guarantee of permanence. Despotism has wrought 
this magic effect; there is not one, from the nobh' to the peasant, who has not 
felt, and who does not still feel, its pre&ence. When the arm of the octage- 
narian Protector shall, be withdrawn, and the authority transferred to his son, 
who possesses none of the father’s energies, then will the ftnpolicy of the sys¬ 
tem become apparent. It was from the sequestrated estate of the valiant 
Kara chieftain, and that grinding oppression which thinned Harouti of it3 
agricultural, and left the lands waste, that the Regent found scope for his 
genius. The fields, which had descended from father to son through the lapse 
of nges, the unalienable right of the peasant, were seized, in spite of law, 
custom, or tradition, on every defalcation ; and it is even affirmed that he 
sought pretexts to obtain such lands as from their contiguity or fertility he 
coveted, and that hundreds were thus deprived of their inheritance.^ In vain 
we look for the peaceful hamlets which once studed Harouti; we discern in¬ 
stead the orie t or farm-house of the Regent, which would be beautiful were it 
not erected on the property of the subject; but when we enquire the ratio 
which the cultivators bear to the cultivation, and the means of enjoyment this 
artificial system has left them, and find that the cnee independent^proprietor, 
who claimed a sacred right of inheritance,* now ploughs like a serf the ne s 
former!) his own, all our perceptions of moral justice are shocked. 

The love of country and the passion for possessing lane* are s rong 
throughout Rajpootana: while there is a hope of existence, the cuiti/ator 
clings to tho ( lap ta? and in Harouti this amor patria is so invincible, that;, 
to us* their homely phrase,‘‘he would rather fill is pait hin slavery theie, 
than live in luxury abroad.’’ But where could they fly to escape oppression | 
All wound was desolation ; armies perambulated the country, with rapid 
strides, in each other’s train, “one to another still succeeding.” T° this evi 
Kotab was comparatively a stranger; the Protector was the only plunderer 
svit lin bis don.ains. Indeed, the inhabitants of the surrounding states, 
from the year 1865, when rapine was at its height, flocked into Kotah, 
an op the cha 3 m which oppression had produced in the ^ population. 

Put with the banishment of predatory war, and the return of industry to 
its own field of exertion, this panacea for the wounds which the ruler has 
; n flic tod will disappear; and although the vast resources of the Regents 
mind may chock the appearance of decay, while his faculties survive to 
superintend this vast and complicated system, it must ultimately, f rom ^^ 
want of a principle of permanence, fall into rapid disorganization. We 
proc( ed to the details of the system, which will afford fresh proofs of tho 
tal uiL, industry, an i vigilance of this singular chara cter. ___ 

* Throughout the BooneH territory, whore no rofeat has innovated ou the 
Jaws 0/ inheriu;j,.'p, by far the groater part of the land is ibe absolute property 01 
cultivating ryo* f who can eall or mortgage it. There : 1 a curious tradition that 
H U) obtained b oi.e oi • ancient princes making a general j?aJe of tho crow)! h;n<l n 
lucr ..!,*> rhe tax. In Bopadf, if a ryot becomes unable, from pecuniary wants or l 

i«» niiHivar,-uia lands, ha lets theu< ; ami custom Las eatftblishcd four a.i/ian *>' W 
irritiuti'd land, :*nd hro annas hir go.ma., that dependant on tho heavonB. or a share - w 

jimauv. iji a »iinilnr’proportion, ar hib rigLt. if m expo, fr< ?n whatever 1 pur|> 

HHrtipcn Lbl; -hur> to trustee- r ar.d, the more mrongly to mark /a is inalienable rip■ V^j, j B 

a cittiti, the trustocu reserve on"”his account two pers on matW "/ product, w 

emphatically termed U kuk boj^ata ca thorn,” ihc ' ciucB of the patrimonial 
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i soil of Kot&h is a rich tenacious mould, resembling the best p*nu^- 
^~ Mahva. The single plough is unequal to breaking it up, and tho 
Regent has introduced the plough of double yoke from the Concan. l!i ; 
cattle are ef the first quality, and equally lit for the park or the plough, 
lie purchases at all the adj'tcent fairs, chiefly in his own dominions, and at 
the annual meld (fair) of his favourite city Jhalra-P&tun. He has tried 
those ol Mar war and of the desert, famed for a superior race of cattle; but 
he found tint the transition from their sandy regions to the deep loam of 
Harouti soon disabled them. 

Each plough or team is equal to the culture of one hundred beeghas ; 
consequently 4,000 ploughs will cultivate 400,000 during each harvest, and 
for both 800,000, nearly 300,000 English acres. The soil is deemed poor 
which does not yield seven to ten maun da* of wheat per beegha, and five 
to neven of millet and Indian corn. But to take a very low estimate, and 
allowing for bad seasons, we may assume four ruaunds per beegha as (ho 
average produce, (though double would not be deemed an exaggerated 
storage): this will give 3,200,000 maunds of both products, wheat and 
na let, and the proportion of ohe former to the latter is as three to two. Lr. 
us estimate tho value of this. In seasons of abundance, twelve rupees per 
equ^l quantities of both grains, is the average ; at this time 
V i U " i "y 1 notwithstanding the preceding season has been a failuro 
t rojg.iout Rajwarra, ^though there was a prospect of an excellent one), 
an grain a dead weight, eighteen rupees per mauni is the current price, 
aiu may be quoted as th^ average standard of Harouti: above iaapproxima- 
ing to clearness, and below to the reverse. But if we take the average of 
e y.ar 0 actual plenty, or rupees-f- per manna of equal quantities 
riinloa t ln i • 0ar ' ° r 0Be lu P ee P er maund the result is thirty two lakhs of 

fftwftnhfK 18 ei ^deavoqr to calculate how much of this becomes net produce 

J he ° f the 6 0ver nment, and it will be seen that the charge* 

are about one-third gross amount 


Expenses. 

Establishments— viz* feeding cattle and' 
servants, tear and wear of gear, and clear- 
ln S fche fields — one-eighth of the gross 

amount, t or. 

Seed .. . . 


4»QO»0OO 


Replacing 4,000 oxen annually, at 205 . 
Extras. . . 


6,00,000 
SO ,000 
80,000 
11 , 00,000 


* n * A maund is seventy-five pound* 
wain Measure oj Rajpootam. — 

pounds 1 Geer. 

4S Seers = 1 maund, 

12 maunds— 1 mauni. 

a. x, 10® tuaunis = 1 mantissa. 

f ot t ( | 1 J* n cs descend as low as eitcht rupees per mauni for 

0 tniHoha, in aoaaous of excossivo ubundauce. 

cult-■ U . not uncommon in Rajwarra, when the means ofindivi l.-. t - 

l> a tlLg their own lands, to hire out tho wholo with men and ftiiplcmouUi j 


wheat and barle 


"d foil! 


U nla 


■ t t hr>i 
3r th; 


fron 
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w»i'e do not pcrsume to give this, or even the gross amount, as mors 
than an approximation to the truth ; but the Regent himself has mentioned 
that in one year the casualties in oxen amounted to five thousand t k\ e 
hare allowed one fourth, for an ox will work well seven years, if taken care 
of. Thus, on the lowest scale, supposing the necessities of the government; 
required the grain to be sold in the year it was raised, twenty lakhs will be 
the not profit of the Regent’s farms. But he has abundant resources with¬ 
out being foroed into the market before the favourable moment; until when, 
the produce is hoarded up in subterranean granaries. Every thing in these 
region? is simple, yet efficient: we will describe the grain-pits. ... 

3 These pit's or trenohes are fixed on elevated dry spots ; their size being- 

according to the nature of the soil. All the preparation they undergo is the 
incineration of certain vegetable substances, and lining the sides and bottom 
with ivliM't or barley stubble. The grain is then deposited in the pit, cover¬ 
ed over with straw,'and a terrace of earth, about eighteen inches in height, 
and projecting in front beyond the orifice of the pit,, is raised over if. 1 wa 
is secured with a coating of clay and cow-dung, which resists even the moil* 
B oon, and is renewed as the torrents injure it, while the heat which is extri¬ 
cated _bcck 3 germination, and deters rats and white ants. Thus the Kegen 
has seldom less than fifty lakhs of maunds in various parts of the oountry, an - 
ir on emergencies, or in bad seasons that these stores see the light; w ->•* 
of twelve rupees, the vianni runs as high as forty, or the famine pa 
c xtv. Then these pits are mines of gold ; the Regent having frequency 
h \ i-i" ,no year sixty lakhs of maunds. In S. I860, for A. ». 18 « 4 ,' 
during I’m Mahraita war, when Holcar was in the Bhurtpur state, and 
prod "ory armies were moving in every direction, and when famine an 
cnnjfun, d to d isolate the country, Kotah fed the whole population ot Raj- 
ivarra and supplied all these roving hordes. In that season, grain being 
fifty live rupees per rnauni, he sold to the enormous amount of one croic j 
rn»Ci'r t or a million sterling ! , } ~ ,* n 

' Reputable raerohents of the Mahajin tribe refrain from speculating in 
grain from iho most liberal feelings, esteeming it dherrn nuhyn hyn, a w ' _ 
of ohcrily.’ The humane Jain merchant says,‘‘to hoard up gram, tor • 
purpose of taking advantage of human misery, may bring riches, but no 
profit." 

Accordiug t > the only accessible documents, 

.Kotah from the tax in kind, amounted, under b— - 0 - ..... 

fiv ■ lakhs of rupees. This is all the Regent admits he eolleots .ioiii ( 
his c ,u phrase) his handful (pu-'kewara ) of soil. of course he does not in- 
riudo’.K cv. „ fanning system, but only the amount raised from the eu 

va f ,f. He confesses that two-thirds of the superfical ar--a of Kotah « - 
■waste ; but that this is now reversed, there being two thirds cultivate' , an 
Only one third waste, and this comprises mountain, forest, common, #«• 

In 8 . 1805 (A. D. 1*09), as if industry were not already suffioiei -y 
she -filed, the R gent established a new tax on all corn exported horn 

and amounted 
in origin than 
or the droit 


the whole crown-revenue of 
i management, to twenty- 


d ormolu ns It was termed lul'ho 
tnduvA This tux-mot less unjust 
win than even tl>e_ in ruinous gabd l ,_ 

uoduow is tno opi.al'liwhcti 
i expense* of :fic Hcgent'a 


j a rupee and a half per 
vexatious in operation— 
'aulaine of France-- was 


V. iiich • h< t k hit, of il 
4 )ic q 


eraliuu. 

% s y 0k * u 
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/fruit of monopoly. It was at first confined to the grower, thou gf 
fse it fell indirectly on the consumer; but the Jagati, or chief collector of 
the customs, a man after the Regent’s own heart, was so pleased with its 
efficiency on the very first trial, that he advised his master to push it far¬ 
ther, and it was accordingly levied as w<*ll on the farmer as the purchaser. 
An item of ten lakhs was at once added to the budget; and as if this were 
insufficient to stop all competition between the regent farmer-general and 
his subjects, three, four, nay even five lut'hos, 'have been levied from the same 
grain before it was retailed for consumption. Kotah exhibited the picture of 
a people, if not absolutely starving, yet living in penury in the midst of 
plenty. Neither the lands of his chiefs nor those of his ministers were ex ¬ 
empt from the operation of this tax, and all were at the mercy of the Jagali , 
from whose arbitrary will there was no appeal. It had reached tho very 
height of oppression about the period of tho alliance with the British govern¬ 
ment, This collector had become a part of his system ; and if the Regent 
required a few lakhs of ready money, Jo hookum, ‘your commands,’ was the 
reply. A list was made out of ‘arrears of lut*ho? and friend and foe, minis¬ 
ter, b inker, trader, and farmer, had a circular. Remonstrance was rot only 
vain but dangerous: even his ancient friend, the Pundit Belial, had twenty- 
five thousand rupees to pay in one of these schedules; the homme tires of 
one of his confidential chiefs, fivo thousand; his own foreign minister a share, 
and many bankers of the town, four thousand, five thousand, and ten thou¬ 
sand each, The term lut’ho was an abuse of language for a forced contribu¬ 
tion : in fact the obnoxious and well-known VJiud of Rajwarra. It alienated 
the minds of all men, and nearly occasioned the Regent’s ruin ; for scarcely 
was their individual sympathy expressed, when the Hara princes conspired to 
emancipate themselves from his interminable and galling protection. 

When the English government came in contact with Rajwarra, it was a 
primary principle of the universal protective alliance to proclaim that, it was 
for the benefit of the governed as well as the governors, since it availed little 
to destroy the wolves without, if they were consigned to the lion within. Put 
there are and must be absurd inconsistencies, even in the policy of western 
legislators, where one set of principles is applied to all. Zalim soon discover- 
od that the fashion of the day was to pv&umrush, ‘foster the ryot/ The 
odious character of the tax was diminished, and an edict limited its opr-ration 
to the farmer, the seller, and tho purchaser ; and so anxious was he to conceal 
this weapon of oppression, that the very name of lut’ho was abolished, and 
sowoe hasil , ‘or extraordinaries/ substituted. This item is -aid still to 
amount to five lakhs of rupees. 

Thus did the skill and rigid system of the regent exact from his pucho 
of soil, full fifty lakhs of rupees. We must also recollect that neaily 
fiv<: more are to be added on account of tho household lands of tho members 
of his own and the prince’s family, which is almost sufficient to cover their 
e *penoes, 


What will the European practical farmer, of enlarged means and ex 
P rience, think of tho man win arranged this complicated system, and who, 
during forty years, has superintended its details? What opinion will ho 
form of hi* vigour of mind, who, at the ago of fourscore years, although b ind 
a nd pabied, still superintends and maintains this system ? What will ho 
dunk of tbo # tenacity of memory, which bears graven thereon, as on a tablet. 
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of all these vast depositories of grain, with tBfbir varied conte„_ ? 
Aucwiy of them the store of years past; and the power to check the slightest 
errors of the intendant of this vast accumulation ; while, at the sametime, he 
regulates the succession of crops throughout this extensive range ? Such is 
tho minute topographical knowledge which the Regent possesses of his 
country, that every iarm is familiar to him : and woe to the superintendent 
htv.ddar if he discovers a fallow nook that ought to bear a crop. 

Yet vast as this system is, overwhelming as it would seem to most minds, 
it formed but a part of the political engine conducted and kept in action by 
Ilia aiii jliIo :owcrs. The details of his administration, internal as well a? ex- 


.la single powers. The details of his administration, internal as well as ex¬ 
ternal, demanded imrernitted vigilance. The formation, the maintenance, 
and discipline of an army of twenty thousand men, his fortresses, arsenals, 
and their complicated minutia:, were amply sufficient for one mind. Tno 
daily account from his police, consisting of several hundred emissaries, besides 
the equally numerous reports from the head of each district, would bay? 
distracted an ordinary head, “for the winds could not enter and leave Harouti 
vitbout being reported. M But when, iu addition to all this, it is known t a 
the Regent was a practical merchant, a speculator in exchanges, that ho 
encouraged tho mechanical arts, fostered foreign industry, pursued even 
horticulture, and, to use his own words, “considered no trouble thrown away 
which mad? the rupee return sixteen and a half annas, with whom ca,J . \ c . 
c pared ?”* Literature, philosophy, and cxcerptw from the granc Msi or- 
38, were the amusements of his hours of relaxation; u 
nni ioipafc* for we have not yet finished the review of his economical c - • • 

Hi , mono olios, especially that of grain, not only influenced his own marxer 
but alfeotcd all tho adjacent countries; and when speculation ip °P lum 1 
to such a demoralizing excess in consequence of the British 8 ove ™ l:1 ®” 
monopolizing tho entire produce of the poppy cultivated throughout 1 Ja w ■» 
ho took advantage of the mania, and by his sales or purchases raised oi 
depressed the market at pleasure. His gardens scattered throughout c 

country, still supply the markets of the towns and capital with vege.a » 

and his forests furnish them with fuel, 

Bo rigid was his system of taxation, that nothing escaped it. there w 
A h« avy tax on widows who remarried. Even the gourd of the nicnciic \ 
pah a a tithe, and the ascetic in his cell had a domiciliary vtafc to ftflcerta 
tho gains of mendicity, in order that a portion should go to the exigoncn. 
of tho state. The tombv burrar, or -gourd-tax,’ was abolished after forming 
for ' elvcmonth part oi the fiscal code of Harouti, and then not thioug 
any scruples of the Regent but to satisfy his friends. Akin to this, am 
evon of a lower grade, was jahrosburrar, or ‘broom tax/ which continue ' 
ten yoarsj but, the many lampoons it provoked from the satirical 
opreraf* d on the Many sensitive feelings of his son, Madhu Sing, woo 

Cd U Za!im was no favourite with the bards ; and that be had little 
their consideration way be inferred from the following anecdote. A oneo* 
ed rhvui'T was reciting some laudatory stanzas, which the K gent J?. , 

rather ooldly, observing with a sneer, that “they told nothing but ucs, ta g 


There are sixteen annas to a rupee* 
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ould be happy to listen to their effusions when truth was the founda¬ 
tion. ’ The poet replied, that “he found a most unmarketable cmnmodity • 
nevertheless, he has some of that at his service \ and stipulating for for¬ 
giveness it they offended he gave the protect n - his picture in a strin" of 
improvised stanzas, so full of vis (poison), that the lands of the whole frater¬ 
nity were resumed, and none of the order have ever since been admitted to 
his presence. 

Though rigid in his observance of the ceremonies of religion, and shar¬ 
ing in the prevailing superstitions of his country, he never allows the ac¬ 
cidental circumstance of birth or caste to effect his policy. Offences against 
the state admit of no indemnity, be the offender a Brahmin or a bard ; and 
if these classes engage in trade, they experience no exemption from imposts. 

buch is an outline of the territorial arrangements of the Regent Zalim 
King. When power was assigned to him, he found the state limited to 
Kuilwarra on tho cast; he has extended it to the verge of the Plateau, and 
the fortress which guards its ascent, at first rented from the Mahrattus, ia 
now by treaty h!s own ; He took possession of the reins of power with an 
« treaaui 7 and thirty-two lakhs of accumulating debt. He fouud the 
a t J efcnoe a few dilapidated fortresses, and a brave but unmanage- 

„ r '. 'Z:^r y \ an hnmenae cost > rut the fortresses into the 

most complete state of defence, and covered their ramparts with many 

■TfnnrllT 0 ?°*? non 5 a " d he has raised and maintains, in lion of 
“hou a. d^n "f- C f a ^ al ‘ er i’- an arm * - regular we may term it,- -of 
ton vt d * str i bute<1 1 ' ,t0 battalions, a park of one hundred 
non, with about one thousand good horse, besides tho feudal 

11 v! 1 r °!K y ? IS t e- 3 tho g rea tness whioh the Raja Goman in 
uid be entailed upon his successors, his chiefs, his subjects? Was it 
an twenty thousand mercenary soldiers from the sequestrated fields 

d; , t Str \° Ua H f ara ’ th °. lTl 1 dl ^j n0U3 Proprietor ? In this government neoor- 
ding to the ideas of more civilized nations, to extend taxation to its limit, in 
to “ anrtuln tbls cumbrous machinery ? We may admit that, for a time 
-Uva^ystem may have been requisite, not only for the maintenance of his 
eg&ted power, but to preserve the state from predatory spoliation and 
new could we see the noble restored to his forfeited estates, and the iovt to 
. nu hereditary rood of land, we should say tihatZalim Sing had been an ins- 
iument in the hand of Providence for tho preservation of the rights of ih<~ 
But, as ifcis,whilst the corn which waves upon the fertile surface of 
votah. present not the symbol of prosperity, neither is his well-paid and w 11- 
t isciplined army a sure means of defence ; moral propriety has boon violate J • 
its are in abeyance, and until they be restored, even the apparent onsp • 
GtlC y of the social fabric is obtained by means which endanger its security. 


CHAPTER IX 


Political system of the Regent,—His foreign policy.—His pre-eminent in¬ 
fluence in Raj war r a.—His first connexion with the English government* 
— MojisO'Cs retreat .— Gallant conduct and death of the Hava chief of 
Coelah.—Aid given by the Regent involves him with fJolcar.—Ilolcar 
comes to Kotah,—^Preparations to attack the capital.-—Singular inter¬ 
view with Zalim* — -Zalim'e agents at foreign courts.—Alliance with 
Ameer Khan , and the Pindarri chiefs,-^Characteristic anecdotes . ■ 
Zalim's offensive policy*—-His domestic policy*—Character of \faharao 
0 med Sing* — Zalim's conduct towards him*—Choice of ministers 
B ishen Sing Foujdar.—Dullel Khan Pa/Jian.—Circumi'allation of 
Kotah. -^Foundation of the city Jhalra-patun.-Mehral Khan , command - 
er of the forces* 

The foregoing reflections bring us back to political considerations, and 
these we must separate into two branches, the foreign and domestic. v\ c 
purposely inv'ert the discussion of these topics, for the sake of convenience 
Zalita’3 policy was to create, as regarded himself, a kind of balance 
of power ; to overawe one leader by his influence with another, yet by the 
maintenance of a good understanding with all, to prevent indivKitw 
umbrage, while his own strength was at all times sufficient to make 
ccaie preponderate in his favour. 

Placed in the very heart of India, Kotah was for years • 
around which revolved the desultory armies, or ambulant gover r 
strangers to repose ; and though its wealth could not fail to 
cupidity of these vagabond powers, yet by the imposing atfcitua 
assumed, Zalim Sing maintained, during more than half a cen 
respect, the tear, and even the esteem of all $ and Kotah alone, fch\ 
this lengthened period, so full of catastrophes, never saw an enemy - 
gates. Although an epoch of perpetual change and political convulsion,— 
are io 3 dcstrjyed, states overturned, famine and pestilence often aiding 
irtorii c isos in deso'.ding the land—yet did the Regent, from the age of 
t vonly-five to eigh8y-twd ; * by his sagacity, his energy, his moderation, his 
prudence, conduct the bark intrusted to his care through all the shoals and 
dautc-'rs which beset her course. It may not excite surprise that ho was 
unwilling to relinquish the helm when the vessel was moored in calm waters; 
or, when the unskilful owner, forgetting these tempests, and deeming bn 
own science equal to the task, demanded the surrender, that he should hoist 
the flag of defiance. 

There was Hot a oourt in Rajwarra, not even the predatory govern 
m^nts which was not in someway influenced by his opinions, and orru 
guided by hi.: councils. At each he had envoys, and when there 
poii t to gain, there wore irresistible arguments in reserve to secure ik I 9 
necessities, the vanities, and weaknesses of man, he could enlist on bis °» 
rind ho svas alternatcdy, by adoption, the father, uncle, or brother, of ever, 

* I may unco more ropcat, tbia was written In A. D, bailing 

the of fourscore ftnfl two. 
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power during this oventful period, from the prince upO 
to the brat of a Pindarri. Ho frequently observed, that “nope 
knew the Shifts he had been put to and when entreated noi to use 
expressions of humility, which were alike unsuited to his age and station, 
and the reverence he competed, he would reply, “God grant you long life, 
but it is become a habit/’ For the last ten years, he not only made Lia 
connexion with Meer Khan subservient to avoiding a collision with Holcar, 
but converted the Khan into the make-weight of his balance of power : ‘'he 
thanked God the time was past, when he had to congratulate eveu the 
Slave of a Toork on a safe accouchement , and to pay for this happiness-.” 

Though by nature irascible, impetuous, and proud, ho could b:m! to 
the extreme of submission. But while ho would, by letter or conversation, 
aay^to a marauding Tiudarri or Pathan, “let me potition to your notice,” 
dr if my clodpule understanding ( bhomia loocVh) is worth consulting or 
reply to a demand for a contribution, coupled with a threat of icroad, ‘That 
(■no friendly epistle had been received • that he lamented the writer’s 
distresses, tec.:” with a few thousand more than was demanded, and a pre¬ 
sent^ to the messenger, he would excite a feeling which at least obtained a 
respite ; on the other hand, he was always prepared to repel aggression , 
and if a single action would have decided his quarrel, he would not have 
hesitated to engage any power in the circle. But he knew even success, in 
such a case, to be ruin, and the general feature of his external policy was 
lingly Of a temporizing and very mixed nature. Situated as ho was* 
anmdst conflicting elements, he had frequently a double game to play. Thus 
m the coalition of 1S0G-7, against Jodpoor, he had three parties to please, 
each requesting his aid, which made neutrality almost impossible. He sent 
envoys to all; and while appearing as the universal "mediator, ho gave 
assistance to none; D 

It would be vain as well as useless to attempt the details of his foreign 
pOiicy • we shall merely allude to the circumstance which first brought him 
in contact with the British government, in A.D. 1803 4, and then proceed to 
ois domestic -administration. 

W hen the ill-fated expedition under Mouson traversed Central India tci 
e attaok of Holcar, the regent'of Kotah, trusting to the invincibility of 
British arms, did not hesitate, upon their appearance within his terri¬ 
fy j to cooperate both with supplies and men. But when the British 
uamy retreated, and its commander demanded admission within the walls 01 
ho met a decided and very proper refusal. “You shall not bring 
o are by and a disorganized army to mix with my peaceable citizens ^ but 
raw up your battalions under my walls : I will furnish provisions, and 
march the whole of my force between you and tho enemy, and boar 
of his attack ” Such were Zalim’s own expressions : whether it 
^ been w * 30 t0 aCo ^ e kis l )ro po 3 *l i 8 uot tho point of discus itili; 





regent of Kotah, “the head and front of whoso otfeuding/'— fiOiB 
mission to a panic-struck, beef-eating army within his Walls,-—was tftifl- 
into treachery* and a connivance with the enfcmj' \ & eatuimjy fthieli 

ft 
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rong^ubsisted to the prejudice of the veteran politician. But never was 
"there a greater wrong inflicted, or a more unjust return for services, both in 
men and money, in a cause which little concerned him ; and it nearly 
operated hurtfully, at a period (1817) when the British government could 
net have dispensed with his aid. It was never told, it is hardly yet known 
at this distant period, what devotion he evinced in that memorable retreat, 
as it is misnamed, when the troops of Kotah and the corps of tho devoted 
Lucan were sacrificed to ensure the safety of the army until it left tho 
Mokundurra Pass in its rear. If there be any incredulous supporter of tho 
commander in that era of our shame, let him repair to the altar of tho 
Cot I ah chief, who, like a true Hara, “spread his carpet” at the ford of tho 
Amjar and there awaited the myrmidons of the Mahrattas, and fell 
protectin''’’ the flight of an army which might have passed from one end o. 
India to the other. Well might the veteran allude to our ingratitude in 
1804 when in A.D. 1817 he was called upon to co operate in the destruc¬ 
tion of that predatory system, in withstanding which he had passed or life 
of r verish anxiety. If there was a doubt of the part he acted, if the 
monuments of the slain will not be admitted as evidence, let us appeal to 
the opinion of the enemy, whose testimony adds another feature to tbo 

portrait of this extraordinary man. . , 

Besides the Coelah chief, and many brave Haras, slain on the retreat 
of M eson, the Bukshee, or commander of the force, was made priswer. 
As Urn price of his liberation, and as a punishment for the aid thus givcn 
to the British the Mahratta leader exacted a bond of ten lakhs of rupees 
from the Bukshee, threatening on refusal to lay waste with fire and sword 
the whole line of pursuit. But- when the discomfited Bukshee appeared 
before the Urgent, he spurned him from his presence, disavowed his act, and 
sent him back to Holcar to pay the forfeiture as he might* Holcar satis¬ 
fied himself then with threatening vengeance, and when opportunity 
per ..Ub , he marched into Harouti and encamped near the capital, me 
waits w re manned to receive him; tho signal had been prepared which 
would not have left a single house inhabited m the plains, while the «nu» 
W o ,Id simultaneously pour down from the hills on Holcar s supplies or 
fbMewers The bond was again presented, and without hesitation disavowed: 

: *. ’ * * IT. - 1_ Ik. Al* 
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htrtilities :,ppcared inevitable, *.hen the friends of both parties concerted an 
interview. Bu 1 Zalina, aware of the perfidy of his foe, declined this, 

< * rn l _ . . i.. 1. /v r«11 u/ a r i a 11 m t n r■ 
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except "on his own conditions. These were singular, and will recall to mind 
another mid yet more celebrated meeting. He demanded that they should 
discuss the terms of peace or war upon the Chumbul, to which Holcar 
accrued. For this purpose Zalim prepared to boats, each capable of contain¬ 
ing about twenty armed men. Having moored his own little bark in the 
}11 p|, ; . ; f phe stream, under the cannon of the city, Holcar, accompanied by 
h; 3 cavalcade, embarked in his boat and rowed to meet him. Carpets were 
unrciv.l and there these extraordinary men, with only one eyof betweef* 
ill. in, s -tthd the conditions of peace, and the endearing epithets of t,> ‘ CK _ 
i.n iV phew’ were bandied, with abundant mirt h on the peculiarity Q' 

* If my memory betray* mo not, this unfortunate commander, unable to boar hi' 

H-uh ald l.o rouiombcrod that ilaliin was quite blind, and that Holcar had l’’st 
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; while,—for tho fact is beyond a doubt,—each boat was plugged, 
^rhen were at hand on the first appearance of treachery to have sent 
them all to the bottom of the river. But Holcar’s necessities were urgent, 
and a gift of three lakhs of rupees averted such a catastrophe, though ho 
never relinquished the threat of exacting the ten lakhs; and when at 
length madness overtook him, “the bond of Kaka Zalira Sing” was one of 
the most frequently-repeated ravings of this soldier of fortune, whose whole 
life was one scene of insanity. 

It will readily be conceived, that the labours of his administration were 
quite sufficient to occupy his attention without intermeddling with his 
neighbours ; yet, in order to give a direct interest in the welfare of Kotah 3 
he became a competitor for the farming of the extensive districts which 
joined his southern frontier, belonging to Sindia and Holcar. From tho 
former he rented the punj-mohdls and from the latter tho four important 
districts of Dig, Perawa, &c., which, when by right of conquest they became 
British, were given in sovereignty to the Regent. Not satisfied with thi • 
hold of self-interest on the two great predatory powers, ho had emissaries 
m tho persons of their confidential ministers, who reported every nu v ment: 
and to “make assurance doubly sure,* he had Mahratta pundits of tho first 
talent in his own administration, through whose connexions no political 
measure of their nation escaped his knowledge. As for Meer Khan, he and 
the Regent were essential to each other. From Kotah the Khan was pro¬ 
vided with military stores and supplies of every kind; and when his 
kgions mutinied (a matter of daily occurrence) and threatened him with 
, e f \ fastening to a piece of ordinance under a scorching sun, 

vo^a.i afforded a place of refuge during a temporary retreat, or wavs and 
means to allay the tumult, by paying the arrears. Zaiim allotted the castlo 
o oqirgurn tor the Khan’s family, so that this leader had no anxiety on 
their account, while he was pursuing his career of rapine in more distant 
scenes. 


Even the Pindarris were conciliated with all the respect and courtesy 
paid to better men. Many of their leaders held grants of land in Kotah : 
so essential, indeed was a good understanding with this body, that when 
Bindia, in A.D. 1807, entrapped and imprisoned in the dungeons of Gwalior 
the cekbrafced Kureem, Zaiim not only advanced the large sum required 
for bis ransom, but had the temerity to pledge himself for his future good 
conduct: an act which somewhat tarnished his reputation for sagacity, 
but eventually operated as a just punishment on Sindia for Ins avarice. 

The scale of munificence on which the Regent exercised the it os ot 
sanctuary ( sirna ) towards the chiefs of other countries claiming hi^ prot ei ion, 
wa9 d is pro portioned to the means of the state. The exiled nobles of Marwnr 
anil Ate war have held estates in Kotah greater than their - a d 
patrimonies. These dazzling acts of beneficence were Dot lost on a communi¬ 
ty amongst whom hospitality ranks at the head of the virtues. In thosn 
regions, where the strangest anomalies and tho moat striking contradictions 
present themselves in politics, such conduct begets no astonishment, and 
rarely provokes a remonstrance from the state when ce the suppliant find. 
The Regent not only received the refugees, but of Con reconciled them to xh«-ir 
sovereigns. Ho gloried in tho tide of ‘peae*. maker,' and Vk th-i hU e mdu> t 
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proceeded from motives of benevolence or policy, ho was rewarded with the 
epithet, sufficiently exalted in itself. They all come to old Zalim with their 
trouble?/’ ho remarked, “as if he could find food for them all from ‘his 
handful of soil, 5 ” 

'To conclude: his defensive was, in its results, the reverse of his offensive 
policy. Invariable and brilliant success accompanied the one • defeat*, disap¬ 
pointment, and great pecuniary sacrifices, were the constant fruits of tho 
oth* r. Me war eluded all his arts, find involved Kot^i in embarrassments 
from which she will never recover, while- his attempt To take Sheopur, the 
capital of the Gores, by a coup de main , was signally defeated, Had ho 
succeeded in either attempt, and added the resources of these acqisitions to 
JKotah, doubtless his views would have been still more enlarged. At an early 
period of his c ireer, an offer was made to him, by the celebral 1 Pro tap Sing 
cl Jcypoor, to undertake the duties of chief minister of that state : it is vain 
to speculate on what might have been the result to the state or himself, had 
ho 1 on able to wield her resources, at that time so little impaired. 

Lei us now view the domestic policy of the Regent; for which purpose 
we must again bring forward the pageant prince of Kotah, the Raja Omcci 
Sing, who was destined never to be extricated from the trammels of a guar¬ 
dianship which, like most offices in the East, w r as designed to be hereditary: 
runl at (In' age of threescore and ten, Omed Sing found himself as much a 
minor as when his dying father “placed him in the lap” ot the Protector 
ZulLu Sin g. The line of conduct he pursued towards h:s sovereign, through 
half a '•entuvy’.i duration, was singularly consistent. The age, the character* 
tho very title of nanah , or grandsire/ added weight to his authority, and tho 
disposition of the prince seemed little inclined to throw it off. In short, his 
V npoiam. nfc appeayed exactly suited to the views of the Regent, who, while 
l»? con ’ df i his wishes in every st^p, acted entirely from himself. Tho Maha- 
I> 10 w.is prince of excellent understanding, and possessed many of those 
nn ditiea inh r ut i< a Rajpoot. He was fond of the chase, and was the beet 
horseman and marksman in tho country; and the Regent gained such entire 
ascendancy over him, that it is doubtful whether he was solicitous of change 
I, .sides, licit* was no appearance of constraint • and his religious occupations, 
which increased with his age, went far to wean him from a wish to take a 
more active share in the duties of government. His penetration, jn fact, dia- 
co^rrcd tin. inufc lifcy of such a desire, and he soon ceased, to entertain it; 
while in proportion as he yielded, the attentions of the minister increased. 
If an €ii voy carne from a foreign state, he was introduced to the Prince, 
deliver'd his credentials to him; and from him received a reply, but that 
reply was his minister’s. If a foreign noble claimed protection, he received it 
i‘i om the Prince r he was the dispenser of the favours, though he could neither 
change lh*ir nature or amount. Nay, if the Regent’s own sons required an 
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years, to the family estate at Nandta, /or disrespect to the heir-apparent, 
Kishore Slug, when training their hurses together ,• nnd it was wu& u ifH cully 
that even the $ntreaty of the Maha-Rao could procure h.a reoali. Thei „ ^ 
many anecdotes related to evince that habitual deference to every thing attach* 
od to his sovereign, which, originating in good feeling, greatly aided his 
policy. The Regent was one day at prayer, in the family temple in the 
castle, when the younger sons of the Maha-Rao not knowing he was there, 
entered to perform their devotions. It was the cold season, and the pave¬ 
ment was damp; he took the quilt which he wore from his shoulders, and 
.spread it for them to stand upon. On their retiring, a servant, deeming tho 
quilt no longer fit to be applied to the Regent’s person, was putting it aside ; 
but, guessing his intention, Zalim eagerly snatched it from him, and re¬ 
covering himself, observed it was now of some value, since it was mrked 
with, the dust of the feet of his sovereign’s children. These are curious 
anomalies in the mind of a man who had determined on unlimited authority. 
No usurpation was ever more meek, or yet more absolute; and it might bo 
affirmed that the Prince and the Regent were made for each other and the 
times in which they lived. 

It was to be expected that a man, whose name was long synonymous 
with wisdom, should shew discernment in the choice of his servants. He had 
the art of attaching them to his interests, of uniting their regard with a 
submissive respect, and no kindness, no familiarity, over made them forgot 
the bounds prescribed. But while ho generously provided for all their wants, 
and granted them every indulgence, he knew too well the caprico of human 
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employed his own countrymen ; and the post of Foujdar, now held by Bishcn 
hing t a Rajpoot of the Suktawut clan, is the exception to the rule. Dullce 
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accumulate wealth. It is to be remarked that his most confidential servants 
were either Pathans or Mahratta Pundits : the first he employed in mil Un¬ 
complicated machinery of politics. He rarely 

''‘shea 

Khan and Mehrab Khan were his most faithful and devoted servants and 
friends, j he stupendous * fortifications of the capital, with which tlure is 
i India to compete, save the walls of Agrn, were all executed by tho 
former. By him also was raised that pride of the Regent, the city called 

other forts were put into a stain 

. - territory in India. Suoh was the 

ee turn ate esteom in which Dulleel was held by the Regent, that he used 
o say, he hoped he should not outlive Dulleel Khan/, M climb 
was the commander of the infantry, which h<? 
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gas Uic commandant of on© division of an'.im's cont ingent. placed nl my 
disposal, wliu li m days took possession of every district of Hdcars adjae< ■ » to iTnrou:.i. 
and which alterwardH gftinod so much crpciit by tho bHll*not oacido.i of Iho ,Snu.li* fortrcaa, 
whnn oo- o wo rating with General Sir Jhon Malcolm. Tb: lloy ate (Knjl'-’t w. >.• led In Syl 
itlii, a gullunt soldfor, hut who could not resist juiaiog tlio canoe ol Iho Maharao and 
jin tho civil wai of 1621. \ 
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CHAPTER X. 


The Rajpoot Stales invited to an alliance with the British Government 
Zalim Sing the first to accept it.—Marquis Hastings sends an agent [to 
his court.—Confederation against the Pindarris . —The Regent's conduct 
during the war.—Approbation and reward of his services.—Peace 
throughout India.—Death of Makarao Omed Sing.—Treaty and 
supplemented articles,—Sons of Maharao Omed Sing . —Their characters • 
—Scv*,? of the Regent. — State of parties.—The Regent leaves the Chaoni 
for Kotah.—He proclaims Kuhore Sing as successor of the late prince .— 
His Idler to the British agent , who repairs to Kotah.—Dangerous 
illness of the Regent.—Plots to overturn the order of succession .— The 
Regent's ignorance thereof.—Intricate position of the British Govern - 
ment. — Arguments in defence of the supplemental, articles.—Recognition 
of all rulers defacto the basis of our treaties.—Kishore Sing refuses to 
acknowledge the supplemental articles. — Consequences. The Regent 
blockades the Prince } and demands the surrender of Ins son Gordnunaas 
-The Maharao breaks through the blockade.—The British agent inter 
poses.—Surrender and exile of Qordhundas .— Reconciliation oj the 
Maharao and the Regent.—Coronation of the Maharao.—Mutual coven¬ 
ants executed*—The Regent prohibits dind throughout Kotah. — Reflections. 

We now enter upon that period of the "Regent’s history, when t-ho 
march of events linked him with the policy of Britain. When, in A. D. 
1817, the Marquis of Hastings proclaimed war against the Pindarris, who 
v'rre i i very lees of the predatory hordes, which the discomfiture of the 
creator powers had thrown off, neutrality was not to bo endured : and it was 
‘ announced tint ail th<ne who were not for us in this grand enterprise, which 
involved th we! lire of all, would be considered against us. The Rajpoot states, 
aiiko interested with ourselves in the establishment,, of settled government, 
w'.i ; invited to an alliance offensive and defensive with us, which was to free 
thorn for ever from the thraldom of the predatory armies • in return for 
which, we demanded homage t.o our power, and a portion of their revenue as 
t |,p price of rotection. The eagle-eye of Zalim was at once the virtue of 
compliance, and th-. grace attendant on its being quickly yielded. Accord¬ 
ing his envoy was the first to connect Kotah m the bonds of alliance, 
hich boom, united all Rajwarra to Britain. Meanwhile, all India was in 
aril , . (• vo hundred thousand men were embodied, and moving on various 
points to destroy the germ of rapine forever. As the first scene of action 
was expected to be in the. countries bordering upon Haroufci, the presence or 
r- atfonfc iv«i,h Zalim ging appeared indispensable. His instructions were fo 
nr. ;" available the resources of Kotah to the armies moving round him, a" 
to . 3 cn the field of the enemy’s manoeuvres, by shutting him out * t 
country. So efficient were these resources, that in five days after the ap 
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__—iled the Regent's camp * every pass was a post ; and a corps of fifteen 

hundred men, infantry and cavalry, with four guns, was marched v> co¬ 
operate with General Sir John Malcolm, who had just crossed the Nerbudda 
with a weak division of the army of the Dekhan, and was marching north¬ 
ward, surrounded by numerous foes and doubtful friends. Throughout that 
brilliant and eventful period in the history of British India, when "every pro¬ 
vince from the Ganges to the ocean was agitated by warlike demonstration 
the camp of the Regent was the pivot, of operations and the focus of intel¬ 
ligence. The part ho acted was decided, manly, and consistent ; and if there 
were moments of vacillation, it was inspired by our own conduct, which creat¬ 
ed doubts in his mind as to the wisdom yf his course. He h id seen and felt that 
the grand principle of politics, expediency, guided all courts and councils 
whether Moghul, Mahratta, or British : the disavowal of the alliance form¬ 
ed by Lord Lake, under Marquis Wellesley’s administration, proved this < o 
demonstration, and he was too familiar with the history of our power to givo 
more credit than mere politeness required to our boasted renunciation of the 
rights of anticipated conquest. A smile would play over the features of the 
orbless politician when the envoy disclaimed all idea of its being a wav^of 
a 8S ran( hsem6nt;. To all such protestations he would say, “Maharaja, I ca r 
not doubt you believe what you say ; but remember what old Zalim tells you: 
the day is not distant when only one emblem of power ( el\ sicca ) will be re¬ 
cognised throughout India.” This was in A. D. 1817-18 ; and tho ten years 
of life since granted to him must have well illustrated the truth of this ro- 
inaik; , for a.though no absolute conquest or incorporation of Rajpoot fcerri- 
tory has takon place, our system of control and the establishment of our 
monopoly within these limits ( not then dreamed of bv ourselves't has al- 
leaay verified in part of his prediction. It were indeed idle to suppose that 
any protections could have vanquished the arguments present to a mind 
which had pondered on every page of the history of our power ; which had 
witnessed its development, from the battle of Plassy under Clive to Lake’s 
exploits at the altars of Alexander. Ho had seen throughout, that tho fundo- 
mental rule, winch guides the Rajpoot prince,'“obtain land,” was one both 
practically and theoretically understood by viceroys from tho west, who 
appeared to act upon the four grand political principles of tho Rajpoot, sW 
ied ' *** i or > Passion, gifts, stratagem, force ; by which, according to 
< u grea nvgiver, kingdoms ore obtained and maintained, and all mundane 
a. urs conducted. When therefore, in order to attain our ends we expatiated 
f 1 ° ! ie srestedness of our views, his co-operation was granted less 

,V "i ® p, 1 ’' P) our professions, than upon a dispassionate qonaid artion of 
the benefits which such alliance would confer upon Kotcb, and of its utility 
in maintaining hi,s family in the position it had so long held i„ that stale, 
e nni3> lave alauced the difficulties ha had mastered to maintain that 
■nemies, internal and external, which had threatened it, and 
speedily be sacrificed to the incapacity of hi: Bun¬ 
ch induced 
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rial benefit did lie prove to the cause he espoused. But if we read aright 
the workings of a mind, which never betrayed its purpose either to friend or 
foe, we should find that there wa3 a moment wherein, though he did nob 
swerve from the path he had chalked out, or shew any equivocation in re¬ 
ject to the pledge he had given, the same spirit which had guided him to 
the eminence he had acquired, suggested what ho might have done at a con¬ 
juncture when ail India, save Rajpootana, was in arms to overthrow the le¬ 
mons of Britain, All had reason to dread her colossal power, and hatred and 
revenge actuated our numerous allies to emancipate themselves from a yol-e, 
to which, whether they were bound by friendship or bv fear, was alike galling; 
If there was one master-mind that could have combined and wndded their 
re.° nirces for our overthrow, it was that of Zalim Sing alone. Whether thd 
aspirations of his ambition, far too vast for its little field of action, soared to 

height, or were chocked by the trammels of nearly eighty winter^ ’ 6 
carti only conjecture. Once, and once only, the dubious oracle came forth. 
It waj in the very crisis of operations, when three English divisions were 
gradually closing upon the grand Pindarri horde, under Kureem Khan, in the 
very heart of his dominions, and bis troops, his stores, were all p'aced at our 
disposal, he heard that one of these divisions had insulted his town of L.arah: 
;.hon, the ideas which appeared to occupy him burst forth in the ejae ilation, 
that if twenty years could be taken from his life, Delhi and Dekhan shou 
bo oue/’ and appeared to point to the hidden thoughts of a man, whose ton¬ 
gue never spoke but in parables. 

There is also no doubt that his most confidential friends and ministei^ 
who were Mahrattas, were adverse to his leaguing with the English, and 
for a moment ho felt a repugnance to breaking the bond which had so .ong 
united him with their policy. He could not but enumerate amongst the 
arguments for its maintenance, hi3 ability to preserve that independence 
which fifty years had strengthened, and he saw that, with the power to 
which ho saw about to bo allied, he had no course but unlimited obedience ; 
in short, that his part must now be subordinate. He preferred it, however, 
for the security it afforded ; and as in the coarse of nature he must soon 
resign bis trust, there was more hope of his power decending to his posterity 
th in if left to di3cord and faction. But when hostilities advanced against 
the fr :cbo>ters, and the more settled governments of the Peshwa, Uhoomda* 


Hclear, and Sindia, determined to shake off our yoke, we could urg^ to 
him hmastiblc arguments for a perfect identity of interests. The envoy 
had only to hint that the right of conquest would leave the districts he 
rented from Ilolcar at our disposal ; and that as we wanted no territory 
[ India for ourselves, we should not forget our friends at the 
of hostilies. If ever there were doubts, they were dissipated by 
.ifion: and on the grand horJo being broken up, it wa$ discovered 
i mi lies of its leaders wore concealed in his te<ritory. Through his 
were enabled to secure them, and at once annihilated 
laraud rs. For a i these important services, the sovereignty 
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“his master the Maharao” At the time, it appeared an act of dis¬ 
interested magnanimity, but subsequent acts allowed us to form a more 
correct appreciation of his motives. The campaign concluded and the nobio 
commander and his enlightened coadjutor* left the seat of war impressed 
with the conviction of the great services, and the highest respect for the 
veteran politician, while the envoy, who had acted with him during the 
campaign, was declared the medium of his future political relations. 

In° march A.D. 1818, profound repose reigned from the Sutlej to the 
ocean, of which Rajpoot history presented no example. Tbo magic Runes. 
by which the north-man could “hush the stormy wave," could not be more 
efficacious than the rod of our power in tranquillizing this wide space, which 
for ages had been the seat of conflict. The s atya yugd, the golden ago of the 
Hindu, alone afforded a parellel to the calm which had succeeded eras oi 
tumultuous effervescence. 

Thus matters proceeded till November 1819, when the death of tho 
Maharao Omed Sing engendered new feelings in the claimant^ to th: succes¬ 
sion, and placed the Regent in a position from which not even his genious 
might have extricated him, unaided by the power whose alliance he had so 
timely obtained. And here it becomes requiste to advert to the terms of his 
alliance. The treaty* was concluded at Delhi, on th 26th of D mber 

1817, by the envoys of the Regent, in the name of his » sover tho 
Maharo Omed Sing, ratified by the contracting parties, -ud the dc v wora 
interchanged at tho Regent’s court early in January, To this tr. aty his 
sovereign’s seal and his own were appended ; but no guarantee of the Reg mt's 
power was demanded pending the negotiation, nor is he mentioned except 
iu the preamble, and then only as the ministerial agent of the Maharao Om 
Sing, in whose behalf alone the treaty was virtually executed. This excited 
the surprise of the British representative,*}* who, in his official despatch 
detailing the progress and conclusion of the negotiations, intimated that ho 
not only expected such stipulation, but was prepared for admitting it. Th 
was no inadvertence in this omission ; the Regent saw no occasion to* • j 
guarantee, for the plenary exercise of the powers of sovereign during 
than half a century had constituted him, de facto , prince of Kotuh. More 
over, we may suppose, had he feR a desire for such stipulation, that a . ding 
of pride might have stifled its expression, which by making the choice of 
ministers dependent on a foreign power would have virtually .i. lied 
the independent sovereignty of Kotab. Whatever was the r agon 
omission, at a season when his recognition might have had th' :m 
sanction of all the parties as the other articles of the treaty, i 
future opponents of the Regent’s power with a strong arguur 
maintenance in perpetuity on the death of the Maharao On (' 

It has been already said, t-hat the treaty was concliv 
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December 1817, and interchanged in January 1818. tn March of the aamo 
year, two ■ upplement d articles were agreed to at Delhi, and tran.-iuittcJ. 


* I allude to Mr. Adam, who divided wii-h tho noble Marquis t *3 vntir.: monta of Lhnfc 
ever memorable period. 

t Copy of this i*i inserted in Appendix No. 0. 
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AmjSvto the Regent, guaranteeing the administrations of affairs to his SOnS 
and successors for ever, 

Having premised so much, let us give a brief notice of the parties, whoso 
future fate was involved in this policy. 

Tho Maharao Omcd Sing had three sons, Kishore Sing, Bishen Sing* 
and Prithi Sing. The heir-apparent who bore a name dear to the recollec¬ 
tion of the Tiaras, was then forty years of age. He was mild in his temper and 
demeanour ; but being brought up inhabits of Seclusion, he was more conver¬ 
sant with the formulas of his religion and the sacred epics, than with the affairs 
of mankind. He was no stranger to the annals of his family, and had suffi¬ 
cient pride and feeling to kindle at the recollection of their glory; but tho 
natural bent of his mind, reinforced by education, had well fitted him to 
fallow the path of his fatherland to leave himself and his country to bo 
governed as best pleased the nn.mli salieb * the Regent. 

Bishcn Sing was about three years younger ; equally placid in disposition, 
sensible, and sedate, and much attached to the Regent. 

Prithi Sing was under thirty; noble specimen of a Rara, eager for action 
in the only career of a Rajpoot-arras. To him the existing state of things was 
one of opprobrium and dishonour, and his mind was made up to enfranchise 
himself and family from the thraldom in which his father had left them, or 
perish in the attempt. The brothers were attached to each other, and iv.. 
in perfect harmony, though suspicions did exist that Bishen Sings greater 
docility and forbearance towards the Regent’s sen and sucoessois, aiose iom 
interested, perhaps traitorous views. Each of them had estates of twenty- 
five thousand rupees’ annual rent, which they managed through their 


agents. 

The Regent had two sons, the elder, Madhn Sing, legitimate ; the 
younger, Gordhun-das, illegitimate; but he was regarded with more affec¬ 
tion, and endowed with almost equal authority with the declared successor 
to the regency. Madhu Sing was about fourty-six at the period we speak 
of. A physiognomist would discover in his aspect no feature indicative of 
g;nius, though he might detect amidst traits which denoted indolence, a 
supercilious tone of character, the effect of indulgence- This was fostered m 
a gv at degree by the Tato Maharao, who supported the Regent’s son against 
h's own in all their dissensions, even from their infancy, which had increased 
tr c natural arrogance developed by power being too early entrusted to him : 
for wbon the Regent, as before related, qui ted the capital for the camp* 
Madhu Sing was nominated to the office of Foujdar, the hereditary pest of 
) is father, and left as his locum (enens at Kotah. This office, which included 
the command nnd pay of all the troops, left unlimited funds at his disposal * 
an i as tho cheeks which restrained every other oificer in the state, were 
3n operative upon his sons, who dared to inform against the future regent - 
Accordingly, ho indulged his taste in a; manner which engendered dislike to 
him: his gardens, his horses, his boats, were in a style of extravagance 
calcuhtled 10 provoke the eftvy of the sons of his s , iyn ; while his suite 
emlp *d that of tho prince himself In short* ho little v vded the prudent 
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of his fatter, who, in their metaphorical language, used to expr<? ea his 
fears '‘that when he was a hundred years old,” (i. e, dead,) the fabric which 
cost a life in rearing would fall to pieces. 

Gordhun-das,* the natural son of the Regent, was then about twenty- 
seven,*)* quick livvb } intelligent, and daring. His conduct to his sovereign's 
family has been p*. T»ely the reverse of his brother’s, and in consequence ho 
lived on terms oi confidential friendship with them, especially with the heir- 
apparontand prince, Prithi Sing, whoso disposition responded with his own. 
His father, who viewed this child of his old age with perhaps more affection 
than his elder brother, bestowed upon him the important office of Piu dhan 
which comprehends the grain-department of the state. Tt gave him the coni' 
maud of funds, the amount of which endangered the declared succession. The 
brothers cordially detested each other, and many indignities were cast upon 
Gordhun das by Madhu Sing, such a3 putting him in the guard, which 
kindled an irreconcilable rancour between them. Almost the only frailty in 
the character of the Regent Was the defective education of his sons: both 
were left to the indulgence of arrogant pretensions, which ill accorded with 
the tenor of his own behaviour through life, or the conduct that was demand * 
ed of them. Dearly, bitterly, has tho Regent repented this error, which in its 
consequences has thrown the merits of an active and difficult career into the 
shade, and made him regret that his power was not to die with him. 

Such was the state of parties and politics at Kotfth in November? 1819 
when the death of the Maharao developed views that had long been conceal¬ 
ed, and that produced the most deplorable results. Tho Regent was at the 
C/iuoni , his standing camp at Gagrov/n, when this event occurred, and he im¬ 
mediately repaired to the capital, to see that the last offices were properly 
performed, and to proclaim the an, or oath of allegiance, and the accer sion of 
the M.tharao Kishore Sing. 

Tho political agent received the intelligence! on his niarchfrom Mar war 
to MeWar, and immediately addressed his government on the subject, request- 
ing instructions. Meanwhile, after a few days’ halt at Oodipoor, he* repaired 
to Kotah to observe tho state of parties, whose animosities and expectation? 
were forebodings ot a change which menaced the guaranteed order of things. 
On his arrival, he found the aged Regent, still a stranger to the iuxury of 
a hoir encamped a mile beyond the city, with his devoted bantU around 
Li>u ; tile his son, the heir to his power, continued in his palace in the town. 
Ino pnnee and brothers, as heretofore, resided at the palace in tho cattle 


Eo -coi fc k 0 a ^ ave Gordhun 1 , one of tho names of Cri*hua, ’ho tutelary divinity of tho 

f Lot mo again remind tho reader, that this was mitten iu 1820-2],- for many 
tho ph(*floolw chronology of tho original M3, are retained. 

+ .10 o gw mg o.translation of t he letter written by tho Regent, anuouncu^ 

mtL -1 1 lat Suffur, A. II. 1235. or November 21^. 1819 . - 

f Sunday, tuoovo or tho iat Suffur, tho hcithoftho Mahu.ao Omod Sing 

J hour after sunset, he 'went to worship Sri liyjmi-ji Having : 

pros rations, nmd wh do performing tho seventh, ho fainted and remainod totally in 
In iuiH ato he was removod to his bed-chamber, when every medical aid was g 
unavamugly ; at tw* in tho morning ho departed fur he ivon 

“Such affliction in not reserved even for a foe • but what rofug* is lh 
deorca ! You are our friend, and tho honour and we/.u o of those whem the i 
left Jnhind are now it! your hands. Mahnrao Kiahoro Sin:?. eldout sou oi tha Mali 
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held their coteries , of which Gordhun-dns and Prithi Sing wore 
the principals, moulding the new Maharao to their will, and from which the 
second brother, Bishen Sing, was excluded. L'• -ough the late prince had 
hardly ceased to breathe, before the animosities so long existing between the 
sons of the Regent burst forth, and threatened "war within the gates and 
although nothing short of the recovery of rights so long in abeyance was 
d tennined upon by the prince; yet,—and it will hardly be believed,—these 
echemes escaped the vigilance of the Regent. 

The death of his friend and sovereign, added to care the infirmity, 
brought on a fit of illness, the result of which was expected to crown tho 
hopes of the parties who were interested in the event; and when, to their sur¬ 
prise 1 1 regret, he recovered, the plans of his prince and natural son were 
mature/, and as notorious as the sun at noon to every person of note but the 
Regent himself. He was not, indeed, the first aged ruler, however renowned 
for wisdom, who had been kept in ignorance of the cabals of his family. It 
quired a prophet to announce to David the usurpation of Adonijah ;* and 
tho same cause, which kept David ignorant that his son had supplanted him, 
concealed from the penetrating eye of Zalim Sing the plot which had lor its 
object that Lis power should perish with him, and that his son Gurdliun 
should supersede the heir to his hereditary staff of office. Strange as it 
raihc appear, tbe British agent acted the part of Nathan on this occasion, 
and had to break the intelligence to the man who had swayed for sixty years, 
with despotic authority, the destinies of Kotah, that his sons were arming 
against each other, and that his prince was determind that his wand (e/ium) 
of power should (to speak in their metaphorical style) be consumed in tho 
same pyre w ith himself whenever the "decree of Bhagwan” went forth.. 

It was then that the supplemental articles, guaranteeing Madhu Sing iu 
tho succession to the regency, proved a stumbling-block in the path of our 
mediation between parties, the one called on to reribunce that dear-bought 
power, the other determined to regain what time and accident had wrested 
from him. H id the emergency occurred while the predatory system was pre¬ 
dominant, not a whisper would have been raised; the point in all probability 
would never have been mooted : it would have been considered as a matter ot 
course, where 

‘‘Ananrathto Amu rath sucoeds,* 9 

\ hat the Maharao Kishore should continue the same pupet in tho hands of 
Jladbu Sing that his father had been in Zalira’s. This would have excited 
no i;uri'V'ise, nor would such a proceeding have afforded speculation for ono 
hour. Nay, the usurper might have advanced to tho ulterior step , and, liko 
tho Frank naive dupalais, have demanded of the pontiff of Nathdwarra, as 
did Pe un of Pope Zaoharius, “whether ho who had the power, should not 
also have tho till y of king:”d* and (he same plenary indulgence would havo 
awaited the first Jhala Raja of Kotah as was granted to the first of the Car* 
lovinyian kings) Tt, therefore, became a matter of astonishment, especially 
to th unreflecting, whence arose tho general sympathy, amounting to en- 

• ‘Nathan ppalu- unto Buthahoha, 'hast !:l!Spu not hoard that Adonijah. tho b<m 
lin> illr , ' a ioij'ii. and Dnviil our l oid Itnoircth it not P’ 
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, towards this hitherto disregarded family, not only from chief and 
peasant within the bounds of Harouti, and the foreign mercenary army raid'd 
and maintained by the Regent, but from the neighbouring princes and nobles, 
who had hitherto looked upon the usurpation in silence. 


A short explanation will solve what was then enigmatical, even to those 
most interested in forming a just opinion. The practice of the moral virtues 
amongst any portion of civilized society may be uncertain, but there is one 
invariable estimate or standard of them in theory. The policy of 1817 chang¬ 
ed the moral wi h the political aspect of Rajasthan. If, previous thereto, no 
voice was raised against usurpation and crime, it was because all hope that 
their condition could be ameliorated was extinct. Blit this was to them a 
nya samvat , a ‘now era/ a day of universal regeneration. Was the sovereign 
not to look for the restoration of that power which had been guaranteed pv 
treaty,—nor the chiefs to claim the restitution of their estates,—nor tho pea¬ 
sant to hope for the lands now added to the crown domain ;—and were not 
all foreign potentates interested in calling for an example of retributive jus- 
1 ice for ministerial usurpation, however mildly exercised towards the ) rince ? 
W ith more rational than political argument, they appealed to our high notions 
of public justice to accomplish these objects. Unhappy position, in which cii 
cumstances,—nay, paradoxical as it may appear, political gratitude and jus¬ 
tice,—dictated a contrary cause, and marshalled British battalions in line with 
the rot liners ot usurpation to combat the lawful sovereign of the country ! 
Tho case was one of tho most difficult that ever beset our policy in the East, 
wh ch must always to a certain extent be adapted to tho condition of those 
wuh whom we come in contact; and perhaps, on this occasion, no cautioi or 
foresight could have averted the effects of this alliance. 


There is nou a shadow of doubt that tho supplemental articles of the 
treaty ot Kotah, which pledged our faith to two parties in amannei which 
rendered its maintenance towards both an impossibility, produced consequences 
that shook the conti l me e of the people ot Raj war in our political rectitude. 
Ih y established two pageants instead of one, whose co existence would ■ tvo 
been miraculous: still, as a measure ought not to be judged entirely by its 
results, we shall endeavour to assign the true motive and character of tin a ,t 
« a a ar ™ es were aotr'dictated by good policy ; if they cannot be de¬ 
ter e on the plea of expediency • if the omission in the original treaty of 
4 CC - m i l Gr supplied in March, without, questioning the want t 

.° kb e fanner; he might justify them on the ground that thav were 
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a concession o feelings of gratitude for important services, rendered 
men w en t elate of our power in India was involved toanextc,.* 
f lC en G( sl !?. ce or ^in, To effect a treaty with the Nestor of Rajwara was 

torture alliances w.thfch.reai of the states, which object was ti vor'y ot 
'° r( ying s policy. Thus, on general views, as well as for parti- 
u ai reruns v or ohe icsouroes of Kotah were absolutely indisi nsableV the 

Klw L J: ^ 8 ™‘ ™» * "*»«,. Vitally important. Sim ,t 

^ c ''t hirnself, fiom whatever motive, had allowed tho 
time to g>. >y w ou necessity might have compelled us to incorporate such 
an article in the original treaty was there no other mode of Aimlmmrur 
these services besides a guarantee which was an apple of discord? The wi.r 
was at an end; and we might with justice have urged that 'the stats< 
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we had treated, had, in the destruction of all tho powers of anar¬ 
chy and sharing in its spoils, fully reaped the reward of her services. Such 
an argument would doubtless have been diplomatically just; but wc were 
still revelling in the excitement of unparalleled success, to which Zeflitn 
had been no mean contributor, and the future evil was overlooked in the 
feverish joy of the hour, But if cold expediency may net deem this a 
sufficient justification, we may find other reasons. When the author of the 
policy of 1817 had maturely adjusted his plans for the union of all tho settled 
governments in a league s%ainst the predatory system, it became necessary 
to adopt a broad principle with respect to those with whom we had to treat. 
At such a moment he could not institute a patient investigation into tho 
moral discipline qf each state, or demand of those who wielded the 
power by what tenure they held their authority. It became, therefore a 
matter of necessity to recognize those who were the rulers de facto , a principle 
which was publicly promulgated and universally acted upon., Whether we 
should have been justified in March, when all our wishes had been cons und¬ 
ated, it: declining a proposal which we would most gladly have submitted 
to in December, is a question which we shall leave diplomatists to settle, 
and proceed to relate the result of the measure. i 

The counsellors of the new Maharao soon expounded to him tuo terms o 
the treaty, and urged him to demand its fulfilment according to Us h'.oia 
interpret don. The politic deference, which the Regent had invariably • o\\ n 
to the iatc prince, was turned skilfully into an offensive weapon agains^ | m - 
Thny triumphantly appealed to the tenth article of the treaty, ‘ the I i-inarao, 
his heirs and successors, shall remain absolute rulers of their country ; am 
demanded how we could reconcile our subsequent determination to guarantee 
Aladhu Sing and his heirs in the enjoyment of power, which made him c e 
facto, tho prir^se, and “reduced the gadi of Kotah to a simple heap Oi co - 
fcuii ?”—with the fact before our eyes, that the seals of all the contracting 
parses were to the original treaty, but that of the supplemental articles t o 
late Maharao died in absolute ignorance. - 

AJ1 friendly intercourse between the prince and tfm Regent, ana o<.-n 
scquenil) with Madhu Siug, was soon at an end, and every effort was use 
whereby the political enfranchisement of the former could be accomplished. 
The eloquence of angels must have failed to check such hopes, stiil more t< 
g;ve a coui rary interpretation to the simple language of the treaty, to which, 
with a judicious pertinacity, they confined themselves. It would be useless 
to detail the various occurrences pending the reference to our Government. 
The prin *e would not credit, or affected not to ciedit, its determination, am 
founded undant and not Ocisily*Tefutable arguments upon its honour a * 
j isf.ioe. When told that its instructions were, ‘"'that no pretensions of the 
titular Raja can bo enfcertaiued by us in opposition to our positive engag 
menfc with tho Regent; that ho alone was considered as the head of the 


- Tl u , r,rt*H uiv for the c o supplementary articles in all probability, originated not with -h‘" 
-ill- »v t v Ih (he soil. Had the autliorfwho was then tho medium of the political rotating 
with Komi L) hvvu cofa sulked regarding thatr tendency, he was as well a Ware then as noh. w&a 
h< .vc.-Mf t« havf ud vised. Whether his feelings, nli.kc esoiled by the grand work m wtuen nc 
bore no m an part, would have also cl mded his judgment, it were useless to discun m 
puftloici.i . ir* nil iho spirit o r candour, to • uggest such reaacniB os may havo led to » uua ° V 
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and the titular Raja no more deemefcl tiie ruler of 
tho Raja of Satarra the lead of the MahrUbaa, or the Great 
Mogul the emperor of Hindustan,” tho Maharao shut his ears against the 
representation ot the Agent, and professed to regard the person who could 
dompare his case to others so litfelo parallel to it, as his enemy. While 
his brother, Prifchi Sing, and Gordhun-das formed part of the council of 
Kishore Sing, it was impossible to expect that ho would bo brought to resign 
himself to his destiny: and ho was speedily given to understand that 
tho removal of both from his councils was indispensable. 

But as it was impossible to effect this without oscalading the castle, in 
which operation the prince, in all human probability, might have perished 
it was deemed advisable to blockade it and starve them into surrender. 
When reduced to extremity, the Maharao took tho determination of trusting 
his cause to the country, and placing himself at the head of a band of five hund¬ 
red horse, chiefly Haras, with the tutelary deity at his saddle bow, with 
drums beating and colours flying, he broke through the blockade. Fortu¬ 
nately, no instructions had been given for resistance, and his cavalcade passed 
on tol ho southward unmolested. As soon as the movement was reported 
trie Agent hastened to the Regent’s camp, which he found in confusion ; and 
tie maned of tho veteran what steps he had taken, or meant to take, to prevent 
the infection spreading. His conduct, at such a crisis, was most embarrass- 
lug. Lcset by scruples, real or affected, the Agent could only obtain ill- 
tunrd it not spurious declarations of loyalty-, "that ho would cling to his 
sovereign 3 skirts, and cliakri kar (ssrve him) ; that he would rather 
roofer ”° than blacken his /ace by any treason towards his 

m So of tho h f mC f hl - nt 0t a senfcimenfc which afforded the least 

i ! y , m ° d L C ofcufctm S th Gordian knot of our policy, tho 
i) S h ' i n ^ ! y replied > , fcbero was no earthly bar to his determination " which 
whmi action t of ’ V b ] ut . a . bho 1 rrin f Guplicifcy and cant at such a moment, 

Jotlu Z n fc fl 6 T St ,eC f lV0 klnd wa . s re V' ircd > a » d apprehensive of the 
s r r dv6 , hl > ndr e d . unquiet spirits being thrown loose on a society 

take t rL^ r r' nZed ’ bastll { bld the ^teran adieu, and galloped to over¬ 
take the princes cavalcade. Ho found it bivouacked at the Runnlari, a 

} n f "minded S we™\fV ^ tba capita! - His followers and their horses, 
nrinco h M f scattered m groups outside the garden-wall; and the 
hiture operation; a ^ adviaer3 > were in tb* palace, deliberating on their 
vf f; if r , 1S * ^“, ere no time for ceremony; and he reached the as* 
e Lb Lst^ 110 C0U m be ann °uced. Tho rules ot etiquette and courtesy 
a warm expo Nation'^ J“ lpandi,l g strife : though the greeting was short, 
rauiiitv- a d th ^ the P nnce a,ld the chiefs was delivered with 

diieot enmity to the Rriti^^ovir" 6 ' 1 P °?| ti0 ? in 

b -Hf their *f~ S over nment, and that), without being enab cd to 

Mrt to °%i$ .SSS r i*Th" 

and from whom his prince could expect no good, guided as he was solely £ 
nreres t - mo ives, am v. arnedhim +hat punishment of no common kind 
awaited him. Hu hand was on his sword in an instant, but the action be¬ 
ing met by a smile of contempt, and his insolent replies passing unheeded 
10 Agent, turning to iup prince, implored him to reflect b j/orc tfeo doo* 
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-ntruna be closed to accommodation ; ..pledging himself, at the same time, to 
every thing that reason and his position could demand, except the surrender 
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of the power of tho Regent, which our public faith compelled 113 to maintain; 
and that the prince’s dignity, comforts, and happiness, should be sedulously 

a 7 4 ^ 1 1 / l, , • ^ ^ r/ f n n fV f An a. 1 n Anri 


anc. _____ r - 0 —„ r . xx 7 - 

consulted. While he was wavering, the Agent called aloud, "the prince 9 
horse!* and taking his arm, Kishore Sing suffered himself to be led to it, 
observing as he mounted, “ I rely implicitly on your friendship* His brother, 
Prithwi Sing, spoke; the chiefs maintained silence; and the impetuosity of 
Gordhun and one or two of the coterie was unheeded. The A^ent rode side 
by side with the prince, surrounded by his bands, in perfect silence, and in 
this way they ro entered tho castle, nor did the Agent quit him till ho 
replaced him on his gadi , when he reiterated his expressions of desire for his 
welfare, but urged the necessity of his conduct to the imperious circumstances 
of his position • and intimated that both his brother and Gordhun-das musu 
be removed from hia person, the latter .altogether from Harouti. This was in 
the middle of May; and in June, after the public deportation of Gordhu-das 
as state criminal to Delhi, and ample provision being made for tho prince and 
every member of his family, a public reconciliation took place between bun 


and tho l^egcnt. 

The meeting partook of the nature of a festival, and produced a spon 
taneous rejoicing tho populace with tho fondest acclamations, crowing 
every avenue to tho palaoe by which tho Regent and his son were to pass*. 
Tk»« von arable Zalina appeared like their patriarch ; tho princes as disoD^ - 
children sueifig for forgiveness. They advanced bending to embrace 1 
knees, whilst ho. vainly attempting to restrain this reverential salutation o 
his ago a id to habit, endeavoured by the same lowly action to shew ms 
governing. Expcrcasions, in keeping with eueh forms of affection and respect 
from tho Maharao, of honour and fidelity from tho ‘guardian of his father 
and himself, were exchanged with all tho fervour of apparent sincerity. ^ T !“ 
omalous condition of human affairs ! strange perversity, which prevented till 
momentary idea' u from becoming a permanant reality ! 

This much-desired reconciliation was followed on the 8th of 9awun, or 
17th August A. D. 1820, by the solemnities of a public installation Oi t to 
Mu,hario on tho gadi of his ancestors : a pageantry which smoothed all as¬ 
perities for tho time, and in giving scope to the munificence of the Jiegeut^ 
afforded to the mass, who judge only by the surface of things, a theme foi 
approbat ion. We leave for another place* the details of this spectacle ; me- 
ri !y observing that the.representative of the British government was the no 
( following the prieBt ) to make the tika y or unction of s vereigntyf on the 
forehead of the prince ; and having tied on the jewels, consisting of aigrette, 
necklace an d bracelets he girded on, amidst salutes of ordnance, the swoni < 
investiture. The Mahc ao with an appropriate speech, presented one hun¬ 
dred and one gold mohurs as the nmzur or fine of relief, professing his iom 
a*./.: to the British government. At the same time a hhclai or dress ot n > 
>liV was pro? ii ted, in the I name of the Governor general of India, to jj- 


*- Thu d< ,ui!n <>f iluH oeramony will bo given in the Personal NaraUvo. y tr : n , n fc 

t “ Anointing” appears i have been, in all ugos, tho mode OJ lustaUdi^n. OJf .. muiit. 

on ihm 0or.;; ,iun h* nf r.indal.wowi and utr of roees made mt.i a paute, or \i.ry huuJ [ 
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, I° r which he mr>,do a suitable acknowledgment, and nuzzur of tv/en- 
vu gold mohurs. 

Madhu Sing then fulfilled the functions of hereditary Foujdar, marking 
ii/ca, girding on the sword, and presenting the gift of accession, which 
v -~ returned by the Maharao presenting to Madhu Sing the fJiclatrot ul¬ 
timate succession to the regency: the grand difficulty to overcome, and which 
originated all these differences* The Agent remained an entire month after 
the ceremo iy, to strengthen the good feeling thus begun ; to ad<»pt the Ma- 
harao’s mind to the position in which an imperious destiny had placed him : 
and also to impress on the successor to the regency the dangero 3 responsibi¬ 
lity of the trust which a solemn treaty had guaranteed, if by his supiu. ness 
want of feeling or misconduct, it were violated. On the 4th September*, 
previous to leaving Kotah, the Agent was present at another meeting of 
all the parties, when there was as much appearance of cordiality manifested 
as could be expected in so difficult a predicament The old.Regent Maharao, 
the Madhu Sing joined hands in reciprocal forgiveness of the past, each utter- 
mg a solemn asseveration that he would cultivate harmony for the future. 

It was on this occasion that the H°gent performed two deliberate aefs, 
which appear suitable accompaniments to tho close of his political life, both 
as respects his princeand his subjects. He had prepared a covenant of surety 
tor his old and faithful servants after his de ath, demanding the Mahnrao’s, his 
son Madhu Sing's, and the Agent’s signatures thereto, stipulating that “if 
dld UOt oh< l OSe employ their services, they should be free agents, 
ldcas'-d” ° r but bo l )erniitte ‘l »o reside wherever they 

n. In this net, we not only have proof that to the lastthe 


for 


Recvnt mninf^npd tL T ’ J ,- my nave P ,00i tbat to the last the 
negent mam tamed the supremacy of hi.? master, but evidence of the fcara 

he entertained respecting theconduct of his successor. 

I he other act was a brilliant victory over the most inveterate habit of his 
and country.— the revocation of dind. or forced «or.t«K.,n.. a.u 


age and country,-the revocation of dind, or forced contributions, through- 
ut tho dominion of Kotab. This spontaneous abolition of a praaticifso 
eeply roeted in Rajasthan, is another proof of the Regent, and of his d< -ire 
to conciliate the opinions of the protecting power, as to the duties of princes 
towards their subjects, duties regarding which, as he said, “theoretically wo 
•vre not ignorant;’’and ote which he has oft-n forcibly descanted before his 
soii3, whilst laying down rules ot conduct when he should he no more. At 
such moments, he entered fully OTd with energy into his own conduct; con¬ 
demning it; pointing out its inevitable results, and the benefits he had obsen 
od to attend an opposite cause of action. ‘ My word, son, was not worth 
* copper,* he won d siy;“but now nobody would ref so any thing to old 
ZMitn.” It was, therefore, as much from a conviction of tho benefit to himself 
•and the state which would attend tho renunciation of this tax, as with a view 
c ‘ Cutting golden opinion, that he commaded a stone to be raised in tho chief 
<nv 11 °f every district of his country, on which was inscribed the edi t of per 
rotual abolition of dind, with the denunciation of eternal vengeance On who- 
jp-er should revoke it. The effigies of the sun, the moon, the cov, and the 
animals reverenced or execrated by all classes, were carved in rebel, to 
a tta»t the imprecation. 
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Such was the pacific termination of a contest for authority, which threat* 
ened to deluge Kotah with blood. Whether we had a right to hopo that 
such high and natural pretensions could rest satisfied with the measures oi 
conciliation and concession that were pursued, the sequel will disclose to those 
who judge only by results. 


CHAPTER XI, 


Banishment of Gordhun-das,lhe natural son of the R egent.—lhs reapp , rnova 
in Malwa.—Consequent renewal of dissensions at Kotah. » k 

mutiny and join the Maharao.—The Regent assaults the castle.tQ 
of the Maharao and party.—Reception at Boondi,. 2/ie i/oAa 
cind brother wins the Regent— Gordhun das* attempt to join the Ma ^ 
frustrated—The Maharao leaves Boondi— Genearlsympathy for 1 ‘ 

lie arrives at Brindalun.-Intrigues of Gordhun to 

officers of the British Government who deceive the Ma/u* _• stan J ar d.— 

Kotah at the head of a force.—Summons the Ilatas to i _, m bar- 

RU demands.— Supplemental article of the treaty considers ■ f J 
rliZ conduct of the Regent.-The Maharao *^*™**^ 
Bis ultimatum.-British troops march.-Junction f PrS 

tho Maharao - Ills defeat and flight.-Deathof 
Sing.— Singular combat —Amnesty proclaimed— The HawohJ { 
turn to their families.-The Maharao retires to the temple of CptW'* 
hie,car.- Negotiation for h is return.-Satisfactory termination.-^ 

lions on these civil wars.—Character and death of Zalun aing, 

Tiit; sole measure of severity which arose out of^T^facectfopen 
exercised on the natural sou of the Regent, who was bamshc > 1 . 

.1 iv from the ? -ere of las turbulent intrigue. Gordhun-das, or, as , 

ilJl'h lUw, ‘ Uorthn»-ji,” «. ftr ‘chill of W ,»fi oi hi,»M «*. »» 1 » 
hh moi/ber tin Oogo.,- it is uiil left the most ardent att«ehiMnt._ Thc_pe 
trial Lanislimont of this firebrand was essential to tranquility; y et > 
standing his misdeeds, i olitical and filial, it was feared that t e sen ^ 

tho Jewish monarch rather than the sternness of the Roman fafc ^* ftf 
have inilucnced tho Rajpoot regent whose bearing, when the 8 c "‘ e "^ at 
condemnation was enforced, was to be regarded as the test of a su p u](jerior 
Jrao had been goaded to his course through this channel Jy ^ 
views Which he dared not openly promulgate. But Zakn is fi»t w» >. 

of a Roman and sufficed to annihilate suspicion- Let the an A • ^ 
never more be tainted by his presence. Delhi and Allahabad wer “ f fcu . 
' ,d upon from which he was to select his future residence, and 
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liberal and had a range abundantly excursive tor ' 

>y some hors men furnVvd bv ho British local ail!- tho 

mfc the close of 1*21, [.remission was imprudently *« .• |e dftU . 
visit Malwa,to fulfils maniagecontract with mi 11 h 
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'#pyc the chieftain of Jobboa. Scarcely had he set his foot in that town, 
fa symptoms of Impatienco, in lieu of perfect tranquillity, began to be 
visible at FToiah, and a correspondence both thero and at Boondi was hardly 
detected, before a spirit of revolt was reported to have infected the tried 
veterans of the Regent. Syef Alii, the commander of the ‘royals’ {Raj Pultun ) 
an officer of thirty years’ standing distinguished for bis zeal, fidelity, and 
gallantry, was named as having been gained over to the cause of his nominal 
sovereign. ^ This was looked upon as a slander; but too wise entirely to 
disregard it, the Regent interposed a force between the disaffected battalion 
and the castle which brought the matter to issue. The Mahnrao immedia¬ 
tely proceeded by water and conveyed Syef Alii and a part of his battalion 
to the palace ; which was no sooner reported, than the blind Regent put him¬ 
self .into his litter, and headed a force with which he attacked the remainder, 
while two twenty-four pounders, mounted on a cavalier, which commanded 
not only every portion of the city, but the country on both sides the Chum- 
bul, played upon the castle. In the midst of this firing ( probably unexpect¬ 
ed ), tho Maharao, his brother Prithwi Sing, and their adherents, took tho 
boar, crossed the river, and retired to Boondi, while the remainder of the 
mutinous ‘royals’ laid down their arms. By this energetic conduct, the new 
attempt upon his power was dissolved as soon as formed, and the uadi oHho 
:vS ' va3 abandoned, Rishen Sing escaped from bis brothers in the midst 
o tho tray, and joined the Regent, whose views regarding him, in this crisis 
however indirectly manifested, could not be mistaken ; but our system ot‘ 
making an* unmaking kings in these distant regions though it may have 
T f p ?* er > ^ ** added to our reputation ; and the Agent had 
allionV^c \ O j0( repugnance to sanction the system in the new range of our 
n m ^ 7 6VCr U nUghfc have tended to alla y the discord which prevailed. 

P aram( ! unt P° wer the embarrassment in which its deplo- 
atie realtions had placed it; and from whence there w»a no escape without 
jncurnug the too just reproach of violating the conditions we hud imposed. 
Ivommon decency forbade our urging the only plea we could in forming iho 
reatv, namely, our considering tho prince as a mere phantom ; and ii wa 
yi 1 been bola enough to do so, the reply would havo been the same • “why 
did you treat with a phantom 2” while he would have persisted in tho literal 
interpretation of the bond, 

J.herc was but one way to deal with the perplexity—to fulfil vhe spirit 
ot the treaty by which public peace would be ensured'. Instructions were 
sent to tho prince of Boondi, that there was no restraint upon his pe«.fnr- 
ining the rites of hospitality and kindred to the fugitive princes, but that 
ho would be personally responsible if he permitted them to congregate troops 
ft* the purpose of hostility against the Regent: while, at th tho 

commander of the British troops at Nemuch desired to interpose a light 
curpg on the line of Jabboa and Boondi, and to capture Gordhun-d :.s f dead 
' * "’ive, if he attempted to join the Maharao. He however, contrived through 
intricacies of tho plateau, to elude the well-arranged plan ; but finding 
the prince of Boondi had the same determination, he made direct for 
so denied an asylum, he had no alternative but to 
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out a pilgrimage to Brindabun ; it was hop*! that the tranqulttHy 
und repose he would find amidst the fanes of hia tutelary deity, Biijnath-ji, 
might tempt a mind prone to religious seclusion, to pass his days there. 
While he remained at Eoondi, public opinion was not at all manifested ; the 
distance was trifling to Kotah, and being with the head of his race, the act 
wa3 deemed only one of those hasty ebullitions so common in those countries, 
and which would be fo'Iowed by reconciliation. But as soon as the prince 
moved northward, expectation being excited that, his cause would meet atten¬ 
tion elsewhere, he hud letters of sympathy and condolence from every chief of 
the country, and the customary attentions to sovereignty were paid by those 
through whose states he passed, with the sole exception of that most con¬ 
tiguous to our provinces, Bhurtpoor. The prince of this celebrated place sent 
a deputation to the frontier, excusing himself on account of his age and blind- 
n r ssj but the Hara princes, knowing what was due from a Jafc zemindar, 
however favoured by the accession of fortune repelled with disdain both his 
gifts and his mission. For this haughty, not unbecoming maintenance of 
precedent, the Maharao was warned off the bounds of Bhuitpoor. Having 
remained some time among the “groves of Vrija, v there was reason to believe 
that the canticles of Jeyaeva had rendered an earthly crown a mere bauble 
in Lite cy s of the abdicated Hara and that the mystical effusions of Kniya 
and Radhft bad eradicated all remembrance of the rhapsodies of Chund and 
the glories of the Chohan * he was accordingly left at discretion to wander 
whereto listed. As it was predicted, he soon felt the difference between 
hi? past and present mode of life, surrounded by a needy crew in a strange 
land ; and towards the middle of April he had reached Muttra, on his return 
from Brindabun to Kotah. But his evil genius, in the shape of Gordhun-das, 
tad destined this should not be ; and withstanding the rigorous surveillance 
or in fact, imprisonment, which had been enjoined, this person found an op¬ 
portunity to carry on cabals with natives of high rank and office. 

Intrigues multiplied, and false hopes were inspired through these impure 
channels which were converted by his corrupt emissaries into fountain-heads 
of political control, superseding the only authorized medium of communica¬ 
tion between the misguided prince and the paramount power. According, by 
having collected additional troops ubout him, he commenced his march to 
Harouti, giving out to the chiefs through whose dominions he passed, that 
It? wav ?' lurrpiig by the consent of the paramount power for the resumption 
of nil hi.-, sovereign rights, so long in abeyance. Men with badges in his tra¬ 
in, belonging to the persons alluded to, and an agent from the native trea- 
. urer of Delhi, who supplied the prince with funds, gave a colour of truth 
which deceived the country, and produced ardent expressions of desire for 
his success. As ho proceeded, this force increased, and ho reached the Chum 
bu:, towards the close of the monsoon 1821, with about three thousand i^n. 
Hav ing rro.-'-v'd the river, he issued his summons, in a language neither o 
miaundr r.-tend nor disobeyed by a Rajpoot 3 he conjured them by Lh : r -dl- 

egianoo d join hi s cause, “that of seeking justice according to lire fcre;.: * 

the call v is obeyed by every JT.ira of the country. His conduct after w* 
most powerful illustration of the Rajpoot’s theory of fidelity, f won tb a 
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Negotiation, and expostulation the most solemn and earnest on the 
personal dangers he was incurring were carried on, and oven public tran¬ 
quillity was hazarded, rather than have recourse to the last argument which 
was the less necessary as universal peace reigned around us and the means 
of quelline: revolt were at hand. An entire month was thus consumed . 
but the ultimatum* left no means of putting a stop to increasing disorders 
but that appeal which from various considerations had been so long 
delayed. 

The tried troops of the Regent could not be depended on • ho confessed 
it; and in this confession, whafc an evidence is afforded of the nature of his 
rule, and of the homage to immutable justice in all parts of the world ! Every 
corps, foreign, or indigenous, was ready to range on the sido of legitimate 
authority against the hand which had fed and cherished them. So com¬ 
pletely did this feeling pervade every part of the political fabric, that the Re¬ 
gent himself 3 aid, in his forcible manner, on his escape from thedanger, "eve:, 
the clothes on his back smelt of treason to him.” It was hoped that ‘ the 
wisdom which ca led aloud (even) in the streets’* would not be disregarded 
by the veteran ; that disgust at such marks of perfidy would make him spurn 
from him the odium of usurpation, and thus free the paramount power from 
a situation the most painful and embarrassing. Abundant opportunities were 
afforded, and hints were given that ho alone could cut the knot, which other- 


* Letter of Maharao Kishore Sing accomnpanning counter-articles presented to Cuj-t. 
Tod dated Asoj bad Panchraee or 16fh Soptcuobor. “Camp licanoU.' , 

( After complements. ) 

r ,an ^ K “ aD often expressed a desire to 7 n 7 what wore my expect at i m, Thtto 
had been already sent to you by my vakeels Mirsa Mohamad Alio Beg und Lai la Salik Rim, 
1 again Bend you the Schedule ot articles. According to their pur port you ■ill act. Do mo 
justice as the reperscntative 0 f the Biitish Government and Jot the master and tho Scr- aut 
as Servant ; this is tho caso every when' else and is not hidden from you. 

AriioUe, tho fulfilment of which w*8 demanded by Maharao Xiahor Sinr; ami ucoom- 
panying his letter of 16th September. 

1, According to the treaty executed at Delhi in the time of M ahar . > Omcd.Sim; f 
will abide. 

2. 1 have every confidence in Nana-ji Zalim Sing ; in like manner as ho served Maharao 
Omed Sing so he will serve me. I agree to hia administration of affairs; but befwoou MuOiju 
.^ing and my Keif suspicions and doubts exist; we can never agree ; therefore, I will give him 
1 jagotr; there let bim remain. Hie son, Bappa Lall, aha!! remain with mo, and in the sum* 
T ; as other ministers conduct Btate business before their princes, so shall ho betere me \, 
t 10 master, he, the servant; and if as tho servant he acts, it will abide from Generation to 
generation. 

3. To the English Government and other principalities, whatever iottoi. , ;i -o addressed 
ehall be with my concurrence and advico. 

4, Surety for his life, and also for mine, must be guaranteed by the Kr ILL Govern¬ 
ment. 
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shall 
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lot a jagocr for Prirhwi Sing (the MahavaoB brother).. at whit 
3 to reside with him and my brother Ribbon Sing sh*-ll bo ol 
- .on and clansmen according, to tl * 
attendance up< 


_ ___iing sliHli bo of 

men according, to their rank, 1 shall givo j 
- - .....Mont usajge, be in attendance upon me, 

u My personal or l:h« ^ irdn to tho amount of three thousand, with 
■Q:.l u grandson) shall remain iu attendance. 

7. Tim amount of tho collections of the country shall all be depositee 
iur (general treasury) au*i thence expenditure mado 

8. Tho killedva (• .■< mmandants) of aH tho forts -hall bo appointed by 
order*. Ho (ilio Roeentn.«. h„. ;.. c tll0 officers of Govt 

-ion. 


made. 

K --#■- — .orts shall bo appo 

l be under wy orders. He (iho Rogont:) may desire tho oflie 
ummands, but it shall bo with my advice and si 


These are tho Articles 1 desire 
-Mjthi Asod Paaotoos, S. 878 { 
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must bo severed by the sword. But all was fruitless: u he stood upon 
hi ’ bond,and ihe execution of the treaty. The Maharao, his nominal 80 - 
vcreign, took the same ground, and even sent a copy of tho treaty to the 
-Agent, tauntingly asking whether it was to be recognized or not? All this 
embarrassment would have been avoided, had the supplemental articles been 
embodied in the original treaty; then the literal interpretation and its spirit 
would not have been at variance, nor have afforded a pretext to reproach the 
pnaraount power with a breach of faith and justice: charges which cannot 
in fact be supported, inasmuch as the same contracting parties, who executed 
the original document, amended it by this supplemental deed. The dispute 
then resolves itself ihfco a question of expediency, already touched on, viz. 
whether we might not have provided better for the future, and sought out 
other modes of rev. ard for services we had acknowledged, than the mainten¬ 
ance of two pageants of sovereignty, both acknowledged, the one de facto, 
the other dejure . It was fortunate, however, that the magnitude of tho 
titular prince’s pretensions placed him completely in opposition to the other 
contracting parties, inasmuch as he would not abide by either tho spirit or 
the letter of the treaty or its supplement, in the most modified sense. His 
demand for f< a personal guard of three thousand ©f his kinsmen, that- he mi¬ 
ght allot estates at pleasure to his chiefs, appoint the governors ot fortresses, 
and be head of the army,” was a virtual repudiation of every principle ot 
the alliance* while the succession to the administrative powers ol the state, 
secured to tho issue of the Regent, was made to depend on ms pleasure: ra¬ 
ther a frail tenure whether in Europe or Rajpootana. 

Every thing that could be done to withdraw the infatuated prince from 

. . ■_fn standard 


the knot of evil advisers and fiery spirits who daily flocked to his standard 
caaviiig with them tbeir own and their ancestors’ wrongs, being ineffectual 
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and hopeless, the troops which had been called upon to maintain the treaty 
moved forward iu combination with the army of the Regent. As the f rcc 
reached the Caiy Sind, which alone divided tho rivals for power torrents ot 
rain , which daring several days swelled it to an impassable flood, affordett 
more time to try all th e friendship or prudence could urge to save ime Ala- 

^ " he saw the storm, and 


harao from the impcnciipg ruin. But all was vain 


nura f > LU.: iu**!, • ■ . . * ,i 

invited its approach with mingled resolution and despair, proclaiming iuo 
most submissive obedience to the paramount power, and avowing a conviction 
of tho good intentions and friendship of its representative ; but to every re¬ 
monstrance he replied, “what was life without honour; what was a^sovereign 
without authority ? Death, or the full sovereignty of his ancestors ! 

The condur of the Regent was not less perplexing than that ot the 
prince: for while he affected still to talk of fealty, “to preserve his white bread 
i„ ” he placed before him the ample shield of the treaty, although he 
„, r , '-cd that his p over should be maintained without any active measures 
n bis own part, for its defenoe • a degree of irresponsibility not for amornen 
to bo t-lcrat d It was in vain he hinted at the spirit, more than doubtful, to 
hi d ' my; that in the moment of conflict they might turn their guns ngau.st 
m< • oven'i hit ho was told wo would hazard: and, it was added, it be < ‘ ^ 
d at. a whatever cost, to preserve the power guaranteed to his fanny> *y i( , 
i, :l rift'oii*! cly as well as defensively ; for it would shortly, lie (0 ° Rt 
of reconciling fealty with the preaervatiou of bis power, llwwi. 
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to have h is work done for him; to have all the benefit which the 
alliance compelled us to afford, with none of the obloquy it entailed. The 
Agent had some hope, even at the twelfth hour, that rather than incur tho 
opprobrium of the world, and the penalty denounced against the violation of 
swamdherma , in committing to the chance of battle the lives of all those to 
whom he was protector, lie would draw back and compromise his power, but 
tho betrayal of his half-formed designs in hypocritical cant adapted only for 
the multitude, soon dispelled the illusion; and though there was a strong in¬ 
ternal struggle, the love of dominion overcame every scruple. 

Tho combination of the troops was discussed in his presence and that of 
his officers ; and in order that unity of action might be insured, a British 
officer was at his request attached to his force.* 

At daybreak on the 1st of October, the troops moved down to the attack*. 
The Regent’s army consisted of eight battalians of infantry, with thirty-two 
pieces of cannon and fourteen strong paegas, or squadrons of horse. Of f hose, 
live battalions, with fourteen pieces and ten squadrons, composed the ad¬ 
vance; while the rest formed a reserve with the Regent in person, five hun¬ 
dred yards in the rear. The British troops, consisting of two weak battalions 
and six squadrons of cavalry, with a light battery of ibrse-artiliery, formed 
on the right of the Regent’s force as it approximated to the MahavaoV. posi¬ 
tion. The ground over which the troops moved was an extensive plain, 
gradually shelving to a small shallow stream, whence it again roso rather 
abruptly. The Maharao’s camp was placed upon a rising ground, a short) 
distance beyond the stream : he left his tents standing, apd had disposed 
his. force on the margin of the rivulet, Tho “Royals, v?ho had deserted 
their old master, with their leader. Syef Alii, were posted on the left ; 
the Miharao with the elite, a band of full five hundred Hara cavaliers, 
upon the right, and the interval was filled by a tumultuous rabble. Tho 
combined force was permitted to choose its position, within two hundred 
yards of the foe* without the slightest demonstration of resistance or retreat?. 
The Agent took advantage of the pause to request the British commander to 
halt the whole line, in order that he might make a last attempt to withdraw 
the infatuated prince and his devoted followers from the perils that coi!front¬ 
ed them. He advanced midway between the linos, and offered tho same 
conditions and an amnesty to all; to conduct and replace the prince on the 
pW; of his ancestors with honour. Yet, notwithstanding ruin stared him in 
the face he receded from none of his demands ; he insisted on the sine qua 
ii a . would only re-enter Kotah surrounded by three thousand of his 
Hara kinsmen. During the quarter of an hour allowed him to deliberate ero 
u? i ahouiv! be drawn, movements in position oh both sides took place ; 

o k ar f>° s chosen band, condensing all their force on the 
the K ^gems advance, while the British troops formed so in 
enfilade their dense masses. 

1 'he lime having expired, and not an 
ed, the signal, as agreed upon, was giver 
discharge of oannon and fire-arms from tho 

followed by the horse artillery on the right. With all the gallantry that, ha: 
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, and the action cor 
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•Lieutenant M* MiTlan of the 5tU regt. Nativo InFuutrv, voluntoererl frt 
performed it as mi^ht havo bcea expected from an officor of lii<s gallantry and 
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A^MiStinguished the Haras, they acted as at Futtiabad and Dholpoo., — 
rgcd the Regent’s line, wheh several were killed at the very muzzle of the 
guns and but for the advance of three squadrons of British cavalry, would 
have turned his left flank, and probably penetrated to the reserve, where the 
Recent was in person.* Defeated in this design, they had no resource but a 
precipitate retreat from the unequal conflict, and the Blaharao, surrounded 
by a jole of about four hundred horse, all Haras, hi3 kinsmen, retired across 
ihe stream, and halted on the rising ground about half a mile distant, while 
his auxiliary foot broke and dispersed in all directions. The British troops 
rapidly crossed the strerm, and while the infantry made a movement to cut 
off retreat from the south, two squadrons were commanded to charge the 
Maharao. Determined not to act offensively, _ even in this emergency ho 
adhered to his resolution, and his band awaited in a dense mass and lmmovu- 
able attitude the troops advancing with rapidity against them, disdaining to 
fly and yet too oroud to yield. A British officer headed each troop; they and 
those they led‘had been accustomed to see the foe fly from the sho>ek ; but 
they were'Pindarris, not Rajpoots. The band stood like a wall of adamant ; 
our squadrons rebounded from the shock, leaving two brave youthsf dead on 
the spot, and their gallant commander* was saved by a miracle, being stunn¬ 
ed by a blow which drove in his casque, his reins cut, and the arm raised to 
give the coup de grace, when a pistol shot from his orderly levelled hisassaih 
cu.t The wile was the work of an instant. True to the determination he 
expressed, the Maharao, satisfied with repelling the charge, slowly > 

nor was it till the horse artillery again closed, and poured round and gr 1 
into the dense body, that they quickened their retreat; whije,i“ three 
squadrons had formed for the charge, they reached the mulch fields, amongst 
tho dense crops of which they were lost. • 

Prithwi Sing, younger brother of the prince, impelled by that heroic 
spirit which is the birthright of a Hara, and aware that Jlarouti could no 
longer be a home for him while living, determined at least to find a grave m 
her soil. He returned, with about five and twenty followers, to certain des¬ 
truction and was found in a field of Indian corn as the line advanced, alive, 
but grievously wounded. He was placed in a litter, and, escorted by some 
of Skinner’s horse, was conveyed to the camp. Here be was sedulously at¬ 
tended 1 but n odical skill was of no avail, and he died the next day. . ns 
demeanour was dignified and manly ; he laid the blame upon Aeatiny, express¬ 
ed no wish for life, and said, looking to the tree near the tent, that bw 
gho-1 would be satisfied in contemplating therefrom the holds of lus 
fathers.” Did sword and ring had been taken from him by a trooper, but hu 
dagger, pearl necklace, and other valuables, he gave in charge to the Agon , 
to whom he bequeathed the care of his son, the sole heir to the • mpty 

honours of tho sovereignty of fsotah. . ... jwh- 

It was not from any auxiliary soldier that the prince reoeived his death 
wound : it was inflicted by a lance, propelled with unerring force from behind, 
pcneti ating the lungs, the point appearing through the chest. He said 


Thr ntti'ir who placed himeolf on the onreme left of tho Regent's line, to bo ft ‘'lo-c.. 
,po,,th^ubi,MWduot of hie two,*, particularly noted tin. mtewtodimov.mrr.l , wh,ch 
i-fl iVnoi i.Ltfifl milv by Major Kennedy's advance. 

*{ i.jrtQt rjnauta and Read, of the Fourth Rogt. Light Cavalry. 

J Majot hott l»t. Col. R dgO; 0 B. 
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. a revengeful blow from some determined hand, as he felt the ateelod- 
point twisted in the wound to ensure its being mortal. Although tho squad 
rOns of the Regent joined in the pursuit, yet not a man of thorn dered to 
oom^ to close quarters with their enemy; it was therefore supposed that some, 
treacherous arm had mingled with his men, and inflicted the blow which • 
relieved the Regent from tile chief enemy to his son and successor. 

The Maharao and hia band were indebted for safety to the forest of corn 
so thick, lofty, and luxuriant, that even his elephant was lost sight of. This 
shelter extended to the rivulet, only five miles in advance, winch for rnr--the 
boundary of Harouti; but it was deemed Sufficient to drive him out of the 
K'Tah territory, where alone his presence could be dangerous, Tho infanfcrv, 
and foreign levies, who had no moral courage to sustain them, fled for their 
lives, and many were cut to pieces by detached troops of our c wibry. 

The calm undaunted valour of the Maharao and his kin could not fail to 
extort applause from thise gallant minds which can admire the bravery 
ot a foe, though few of those who had that day to confront tht:a were award 
of the moral courage which sustainei their opponents, and which converted 
their vis 'inertia into an almost impassable barrier. 

. although the gallant conduct of the prince and his kin was in keep" 

ing with the valour so often recorded in these annals, and now, aiao ! almost 
th sole inheritance of the Haras, there was one specimen of devotion wcielt 
we dare not pass over, comparable with whatever ib recorded of rhe fubled 
traits of heroism of Greece or Rome. The physiognomy pf f v e country 1m* 
oeen already described ; the plains, along which the combined force au 1 'need, 
gradually shelved to the brink of a rivulet whoee opposite bank rose nerjvm.Ii 
culany, forming as it were the buttress to a table-land of ymitm aocU\ity 
Ihe Regent s battalions w re advancing in columns along this ptvcipibmg 
)uik, when their attention was arrested by several sh^ofs fired from an 
isolated hillock rising out of the plain across the stream. Without ary 
order, but as by a simuloaneous impulse, the whole lino ha’tod, to gar;* at 
two audacious individuals, who appeared determined to make their mound a 
fortress. A minute or two passed in mute Surprise, v hen the word w's given 

to move oh ; but scarcely was it uttered, ere several wour.ded from ii i‘h. ! 

of the column were passing-to the roar, and shots began to bo exchanged v\rv 
briskly, at least twenty in return for*one. But tho long matchlocks oF the 
two kern s told every time in our lengthened line,while thev seemed to have 
“ a charmed life,” and the shot foil like hail around them innocuous one con¬ 
tinuing to load behind the mound, while the other fired with deadly aim. At* 
u n gl .i, two ^welve^pounders were unli.ubered ; and as the shot \vh’ wk cl r un <1 
then- ears, both rose on the very pin nacle of the mound, and made a profim , l 
salaam for this compliment to their valour- which done, tho\ i i U c*d - 
load and fire, whilst entire platoons biased upon them. Alt In . ,ore m . 

L ijI sukcreel, an luosistible impulse \'us felt to save these gallant men ; <»rd i 
were giyento oeas firing, and the force was nr-., efced to rrmvo on, unless anv 
two individuals chose to attack them manfully hand to hand* Thewmd*. 
were scarcely uttered when l '- v o young Rohillas drew their sword q sprung 
down the bank, ami soon cleared the space between them i d ih< fhcinen 
AH was deep anxiety as they mounted to tho assault; but \vhcihcr iheir phv 
sical frame was less vigorous, or them energies were exhausted by wounds of 
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poeuliar situation, these bravo defenders fell on the mount, whence 
juted the inarch of ten battalions of infantry and twenty pieces of 
cannon.* They were Haras I^But Zalim was the cloud which interposed bet¬ 
ween them and their fortune^ and to remove it, they courted the destruc¬ 
tion which at length overtook them. 

The entire devotion which the vassalage of Harouti manifested for the 
cause of the Maharao, exemplified, as before observed, the nature and extent 
of steamdfierma or fealty, which has been described as the essential quality of 
tho Rajpoot character ; while, at the same time, it illustrates the severity of 
the Regent’s yoke. Even the chief who negotiated the treaty could not resist 
the di.fr ci^on (one of his sons was badly wounded) although lie enjoyed estates 
under the Regent which his hereditary rank did not sanction, besides being 
connected with him by marriage. 

The Maharao gained the Parbutty, which, it is said, he swam over. He 
had scarcely reached tho shore when his horse dropped dead from a grape shot- 
wound. AVith about ihree hundred horse he retired upon Baroch. We had 
no vengeance to execute; we could not, therefore, consider the brave men, 
who abandoned their homes and their families from a principle of honour, in 
the l:ghfc of the old enemies of our power, to be pursued and exterminated. 
They had, it is true, confronted us in the field ; yet only defensively, in a cause 
at least morally just and seemingly sanctioned by authorities which they 
could not distrust. . . 

The pretensions so long opposed to the treaty were thus signally and 
efficiently subdued. The chief instigators of the revolt were for ever rc- 
nv. /ed, one by death, the other by exile; and the punishment which overtook 
the deserters from the regular forces of the Regent would check its repetition. 
Little prepared for tho reverse of that day, the chiefs had made no provision 
against it, and at our word every door in Rajvvarra would have been closed 
against them. But it was not deemed a case for confiscation, *r one which 
should involve in proscription a whole community, impelled to the commission 
of or:mo V.y a variety of circumstances which they could neither resist nor 
control, .ad to 'which the moat crafty views had contributed.^ The Mar 
harass camp being left standing, all his correspondence and records fell into 
our hands, and developed such complicated intrigues, such consummate kna¬ 
very, tint he, and the brave men who suffered from espousing his pretensions, 
were regarded as entitled to every commiseration4 As, soon, therefore, as 
tho futility of their pretensions was disclosed, by the veil being thus rudely 
tin from their ayes, they manifested a determination to submit. The 
gent was instructed to grant a complete amnesty, and to announce to the 

* T.i. -a, (i ' ••• Captain) M ‘Milliui and the Author wero tho only officers, I belfev©, who 
witnessed the singular scene. 

t In n letter, addressed by some of tho principal chiefs to tbo Regent, through 
Ap lit, they did not hnsitate to nay they had been guided in the course they adopted 
obeying tho summons of tho Maharao, by instruction! of hit confidential minister* 

X The native tr-as rer at Delhi, who conducted these intrigues, after n strict invent 1 ; 
gallon was diurnhisod from his office ; and ihe same fate wue awarded to the chief moo**^* 
the Persian secretary's office at the vest <-f government, Regular treaties and b otio B 
wore found ir the camp of tho Vnharao, which afforded abundant condemnatory evi ' 
dencc agaiuet these confidential officers, who mainly produced the oataetn phe we h nVe 
to record, aijd rendered nugatory the rao6t strcnuou6 efforts to we the misguided pri tiG * 
4 ud his bravo brethren. 
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that they might repair to their homes without a question being put to 
them. In a few weeks all was tranquillity ami peace; the chiefs and vassals 
ruturned to their families, who blessed the power which tempered punishment 
with clemency.* 

The Maharao continued his course to Nathdwarra in Mewar, proving that 
the sentiment of religious abstraction alone can take the place of aml.nl ion. 
The individuals who, for their own base purposes, had by misrepresentation 
and guile guided him to ruin, now deserted him; the film fell from his eyes, 
and he saw, though too late, the only position in which he could exist. In a 
very short time, every pretension inimical to the spirit and letter of the treat}', 
original and supplemental, was relinquished ; when, with the Regent’s con- 


* The Author, who had to perform the p.dnful duty related in this detailed tran¬ 
saction, was alternately aided and embarrassed by his knowledge of the past history of 
the Haras, and the mutual relations of all its discordant elements. Perhaps, entire igno¬ 
rance would have been bettor—a bare knowledge of the treaty, and the expediency of a 
rigid adherence thereto, unbiassed by sympathy, or notions of abstract justice, winch has 
too little in common with diplomacy. But without overlooking the colder dictates of 
duty, he determined that the zegis of Britain should not he a shield of oppression, an l 
that the remains of Kara independence, which either policy <»r fear had compelled the 
Regent to respect, should not thereby bo destroyed ; and he assume i the responsibility, a 
few days after the action, of proclaiming a general amnesty to the chiefs and an invita¬ 
tion to each to return to*his dwelling. He told the Regent that any proceeding which 
might render this clemency nugatory, would not fail to dissatisfy the Government. All 
instantly availed themselves of the permission ; and in every point of view, momIIv and 
physicallyi the result was most satisfactory, and it acted as a panacea for the wound- our 
public faith compelled us to inflict. Even in the midst of their compulsory intlictioi, ho 
had many sources of gratulation : and of these lie will give an anecdote illustrative of 
Rajpoot character. In 1807, when the author, then commencing his career, was wan hir¬ 
ing alone through their country, surveying their geography, and collecting scraps of their 
statistics, he left Sindia battering Bathgurh, and with a slender guard proceeded through 
the wilds of CJhanderi, and thence direct westwards, to trace the course c >. all the rivers 
lying between the Betwa and the Chuwbnl. In passing through liar uti, leaving hii 
tent standing at Birah, he had advanced with the perambulator as far ns the Ouly-Sind, a 
distance of seventeen miles ; and, leaving his people to foiiow at h i ure, war returning, 
home unattended at a brisk canter, when, as lie passed through the town of Bamoli..a 
party rushed out and ma ie him captive, saying that he mu.<t visit the chief. Ai'ho • b 
much fatigued, it would have been folly to refuse. He obeyed, and wusconw , o 1 » > u 
square, in the centre < f which was an elevated chabootra or platform, shaded by the sacred 
troe. Here, sitting on carpets, Was the chief with his little court. The Author w> : .s received 
most courteously. The first act was to disembarrass him of his bnois ; but thi. heated ftt> ho 
was, they could not effect : refreshments were then put before him, and a Brahmin brought 
water, with a ewer nnd basin, for bis ablutions. Although he wns then but on in hlforeut 
linguist, and their patois scarcely intelligible to him, he passed a very happy hou’*, in 
Which conversation never flagged. The square wasRo ni tilled, and ninny a pair of fine black 
eyes smiled conversation never flagged. The square wn3 soon filled, and main a pair of 
fine black eyes smiled courteously upon the stranger—for the females, tn his sm-prise., 
looked abroad without any fear of censure ; though ho was ignorant of there >phero in 
life. The author’s horse was lame, which the chief had noticed and on rising to go, ho 
found non roady caparisoned for him, which, however, ho would not accept. On reaching 
Ins tout the Author pent several little articles as tokens of regard. Koutecn yema alter 
this, the day following the action at Mangrole, he received a letter by n mewngev liorn 
I be mother oil ho chief of Bamolin, who sen her blessing, and invoked him, bv past 
friendship and recollections, to protect her son, whose honour had made hiui join th • stan¬ 
dard of bis sovereign. The author had the satisfaction of replying that her ; n would 
he with her nearly as soon as the bearer of the letter. The bamolia chief, it will be recol¬ 
lected, was tho chief of Athoou, one / the great opponents of the Rcgont at the opening 
his career. 
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rice, a note was transmitted to him, containing the bas’s on 1 'hich hhi 
return to Kotah was practicable. A transcript with his acceptance bew.g re¬ 
ceived, a formal deed was drawn up, executed by the Agent and attested by 
the Regent, not only defining the precise position of both parties, but estab¬ 
lishing a barrier between the titular and executive authorities, which must 
for ever prevent all collision of interests: nothing was left to chance or cavil. 
Tho gr . ,ci object was to provide for the safety, comfort, and dignity of the 
■ rinee, and this wag done on a scale of profuse liberality ; far beyond what 
his father, or indeed any prince of Kotah had enjoyed, ?md incommensurate 
■with the revenue of the state, of which it is about the twentieth portion. 
The amount equals the house-hold expenditure of the Ran a of Oodipoor, the 
avowed head of the whole Rajpoot race, but which can be better afforded 
from the flourishing revenues of Kotah than the slowly improving finances 
of Me War, 


These preliminaries being satisfactorily adjusted, it became important 
•:o inspire this misguided prince with a confidence that his welfare would be 
as anxiously watched as the stipulations of the treaty whose infringment had 
cost him so much misery. He had too much reason to plead personal alarm 
as one of the causes of his past conduct, and which tended greatly to neutra- 
!tY all the endeavours to serve him. Even on the very day that he was to 
leave Nathd'.varra, on hig return, when after great efforts his mind had been 
emancipated ibom distrust, a final and diabolical attempt was made to thwar. 
the measures for his restoration. A mutilated wretch was made to personate 
his bro her Bishen Sing and to give out that he had been maimed dy comm' 
and of the Regent’s son and the impostor had the audacity to come within a 
couple miles of the Maharao ; a slight resemblance to Bishen Sing aided the 
deeeiet, which though promptly exposed, had made tho impression lor which it 
wus contrived, and it required some skill to remove it. The Rana of Oodipoor 
no sooner heard of this last effort to defeat all the good entions in which he 

co operated towards the Maharao, to whose sister he s married, than he 

ha.,1 Lire impostor seized and brought to the city where ins story had caused a 
no -crf'il sensation. His indiscreet indignation for ever destroyed the due by 
which the plot might, have been unravelled ; lor he was led immediately to 
execution, and all that transpired was, that he was a native of the Jeypoor 
fl tato and had been mutilated for some orime. Could the question have; been 
solved it might have afforded the means of a different termination of these 
unhappy quarrels, to which they formed a characteristic sequel : intrigue and 
mistrust combined to iuv igle Kishore Sing into attempts which placed him 
idr beyond the reach of reason, and the most zealous exertions to extricate 
him. . 

This last scene being over the Maharao left his retreat at the fane '•> 
ffaniya. and marched across the plateau to his paternal domains. On '- 1 


last fi;iy of tho 3 ear, 
conduct the prince to 
it; bis ivtiu-i . as the 
haw been erroneous, 
which he had twice 
V'jD etub.irray.sinent. 


he Regent, accompanied by tho Agent, advanoed to ^ 
the capital. The universal demonstration of satisiac ‘i jj 
eui»viiicinu r testimony that anv other course iw 
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Ou that clay ho once more took possession ot ^ 0] 

abandoned, with a resignation free from all asp* 

ling out of a mind accustom^ ^ 


boelim 


ana 


oiw tuedduiion, aided while they softened the bitter monitor, 



:og$£bfer they afforded the best security that any deviation from the new or¬ 
der of things would never proceed fiom him. 

Besides the schedule of the personal expenditure, over which ho wa 3 sup¬ 
reme, much of the state expense was to be managed under the eye of the sove¬ 
reign : such as the chanties, and gifts on'festivals and military ceremonies 
The royal insignia used on ail great occasions was to remain as heretofore at 
his residence in the castle, as was the hand at the old guard-room owr the 
chief portal of entrance. He was to preside at all the military or other an¬ 
nul festivals, attended by the whole retinue of the state ; and the gifts on 
such occasions were to be distributed in his name. All the palaces, in and 
about the city, were at his sole disposal, and funds were set apart for their 
repairs : the gardens; rumnas , or game preserves, and his personal guards, 
were ako to be entertained and paid by himself. To maintain this arrange¬ 
ment inviolate, an officer of the paramount power was henceforth to reside at 
.Kotah. A handsome stipend was settled on the minor 6on ot the deceased 
Prithwi Sing ; while, in order to prevent any umbrage to the Maharao, hia 
brother Bishen Sing, whose trimming policy had been offensive to the Maha¬ 
rao, was removed to the family estate at An call, t wenty miles east of the 
capital, on which occasion an increase was spontaneously made to hia jigheer. 

The Agent remained an entire month after this, to strengthen the good 
understanding now introduced. He even effected a reconciliation, between 
the Prince ar.cl Madhu Sing, when the former, with great tact and candour, 
took upon himself the blame of all these disturbances : each gave his hand in 
token of future amity, and the Prince spontaneously embraced the man (the 
Regent's son) to whom he attributed all his misery. But the Maharao’s 
comforts and dignity are now independent of control, and watched ov<r by a 
guardian who will demand a rigid exaction of every stipulation in his favour. 
Thu patriarchal Zalim was, or affected to be, overjoyed at this result, which 
had threatened to involve them all in the abyss of misery. Bitter was his 
Bolf-condemnation at; the moral blindness of his conduct, which had not fore¬ 
seen and guarded against the storm ; and severe, as well as merited, was the 
castigation he inflicted on his successor. “It is for your sins, son, that I am 
punished, “was the conclusion of every such exhortation. 

It will be deemed a singular fatality, that this last conspicuous a~t in 
the political life of the Regent should have been on the 3pot which exact ly 
^ixty years before witnessed the opening scene of his career for the field of 
Bufcwarro* adjoined that of Mangrole. What visions must have chased each 
ether on this last memorable day, when he recalled the remembrance of the 
former! When the same t>word, which redeemed the independence of K.mah 
from tributary degradation to Amber, was now drawn against the yrandsou 
°f chat sovereign who rewarded his services with the first office of the state ! 
Jiad some prophetic Bardai withdrawn the mantle of B hawni, and disclosed 
through the vista of threescore years the Regent in the foreground, in all 
the panoply of ingenuous youth “spreading bis carpet” ai Butvvarvo, to 
review the charge of the Cuchwaha chivalry, and in the distant perspective 
that same being palsied, blind, and decrepit, ieadiug a mingled host, in charae- 
tsr and costume altogether strange against the grand-children of hi- prince. 

The battle of Butwnrro was fought in S, 1817, or A. D 1761: tiv a-^cotaO 
Mangrole, Oct. 1, A. D. 3821. \ j 
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-atra the descendants of those Haras who nobly seconded him to gain this 
reputation, what effect would such a prospect havo produoed on one whom 
the mere hooting of an owl on the house-top had “scared from his propriety ? 

Soon after the satisfactory conclusion of these painful scenes, the Regent 
returned to the G/iaoni, his fixed camp, and projected a tour of the state, to 
allay the disorders which had crept in, and to regulate afresh the action ot 
the state-machine, the construction of which had occupied a long life, but 
which could not fail to be deranged by the complicated views which a 
arisen amongst those whose business was to work it. Often, amidst t oso 
conflicts, did he exclaim, with his great prototype both in prosperity a' 1 „ 
sorrow, “my kinsfolk havo failed, and my familiar friends have forgotten me 
But Zalim had not the same resources in his griefs that Job had ; nor could 
he with him exclaim, “if my land cry against me, if I have eaten the fruits 
thereof without mo. ey, or caused the owners thereto! to lose their lives, let 
fchntlos grow instead of iwhoat, and cockles instead of bar-' ;. ~} 

vigorous mind, however, soon restored every thing to its wonted prosperity ; 
and in a fow weeks, not a trace was left of the commotions which fur a white 
had l otally unhinged society, and threatened to deluge the land with proa- 
!t ! 2 b!ool The prince was reseated on the throne with ar greater 

p \ V about him and more certainty of stability than previous to the treaty ; 

»1 their ostftt.8 wilh .,ot » hM. « r "Xe- 

,d b the bomefaras of the lost eon.> of th« 

Z>n, n:' commerce was unscathed, and public opinion, which had dared 
loudly to question the moral justice of these proceedings, was conci in, } 
Sci/conclusion. The Regent survived these events five years: bw attenuat 
od frame was worn out b/a spirit, vigorous to the last pulsation of life, and 

too strong for the feeble cage which imprisoned it. character 

If history attempt to sum up, or institute a scrutiny into, t , 
of this extraordinary man, by what standard must we judge him • 
tions of hi 3 life, which have furnished matt-r of the sketch we ha\ ■ P 
edmiy satisfy curiosity; hut the materials for a finished portrait be 
plied: the latent springs of those actions remained invisible j ia Ve lH 

Omniscience. No human beino ever shared the confidence of t m j og p 

of Rajasthan, who, from the first dawn of his political existence t » 

when “ fourscore years and upwards,’could always say ordinary 

ow n.” This single trait, throughout a troubled career of more th ^ vrtoe nce 
length, would alone stamp his character with originality i " ' m0S t 

of felicity, of success, of sympathy, winch occasionally bursts f.o • rfJ . 
rugged nature, no sudden transition of passion, J0J,gn--, ’ 

venge,—could tempt him to betray his purpose. leant itself' 5 

That it was often fathomed, that his “vaulting ambition has overleap^ ^ 
and made him lose fcis object, is no m ire than may e san through a 

induh/ed in> that sin by which angels fell, yet be WW* originally^’: 
blind confidence in the instruments ot his designs. Ihou.n 8 natur al 

guinc in expectation and fiery in temperament, he subdued s . even 

defects, and could await with composure the due ripening To this 
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__ difficulties tthich Were prepetually besetting it increased his na¬ 
tural resources. There was no artifice, not absolutely degrading, which he 
would not condescend to employ: his natural simplicity made humility, when 
necessary, a plausible disguise; while his scrupulous attention to all religious 
observances caused his mere affirmation to be respected. The sobriety of his 
demeanour gave weight to his opinions and influenced the judgment; while his 
invariable urbanity gained the good will of his inferiors, and hs superiovs 
were won by the delicacy of his flattery, in the application of which he was 
an adopt. To crown the whole, there was a mysterious brevity, an oracular 
sententiousnes3, in his conversation, which always left something to the imag¬ 
ination of his auditor whe gave him credit for what he did not, as well aa 
v/hat he did utter. None could better appreciate, or studied more to obtain 
the meed of good opinion ; and throughout his lengthened life, until the oc- 
currenc. s just described, he threw over his acts of despotism and vengeance a 
veil of such consummate ait, as to make them lose more than half their de¬ 
formity. W ith him it must have been an axiom, that mankind judge super¬ 
ficially • and in accordance therewith, his first study was to preserve appear¬ 
ances, and never to offend prejudice if avoidable. When he squestrated the 
estates of the Hira feudality, ho covered the fields, by them neglected, with 
crops of com, and thereby drew a contrast favourable to himself between tho 
effects ot sloth and activity. When he usurped the functions of royalty,he 
threw a bright halo around the orb of its glory, overloading the gadi with tho 
uarppmga of grandeur, aware that 


the world is e’er deceived by ornament 


nor dul the princes of Kotah ever appear with such magnificence as when ho 
posses^ 3d all the attributes of royalty but the name. Every act evinced his 
deep skill in the knowledge of the human mind and of the elements by whi^h 
be was surrounded : he could circumvent the crafty Mahratta, calm or quell 
the arrogant Rajpoot, and extort the applause even of the Briton, who is 
it tie prone to allow merit in an Asiatic. He was a depository of tho preju- 
dices and tho pride of his countrymen, both in religious and social life; yet, 
enigmatical as it must appear he frequently violated them, though the infrac- 
,| 0u was 30 gradual as to be imperceptible except to the few who watched 
.'Ue slow progress of his plans. To Such he appeared a compound of the most 
contradictory elements ; lavish and parsimonious, oppressing and protecting; 
with one hand bestowing diamond aigrettes, with the other taking the tyfche 
the anchorite’s wallet ; one day sequestrating estates and driving into 
A J e . e ancient chiefs of the land ; the next receiving with open arms some 
expatriated noble, and supporting him in dignity and affluence, till the reoc- 
tide of human affairs rendered such support no longer requisite. 

, ^ ave a lrcady mentioned his antipathy to the professors of ;, ihe 

irwtw ar ^ 5> an( ^ k 0 wag as inveterate as Diocletian to the alchemist, regard- 
g the trade of both as alike us-less to society : neither were, thorefore, to- 
elated in Ivotah. But the enemies of the Regent assert that it was from no 
P ike of their merit, but from his having been the dupe of the one, and the 
* J-cfc of the other's satire ( vis ). Hispersecution of witches (dhakun ) was in 
^ lfc conformity with the injuction in the Pentateuch : “Thou shall not 
ffer a witch to live* ( Exod, chap. xxii. vcr. IS ) But his ordeal was worsts 
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death itself: handing balls of hot iron was deemed too slight for 
such 8intiera ; for it was well known they had substances which enabled them 
to do this with impunity. Throwing them into a pond of water was another 
trial if they sunk, the were innocent, if they unhappily rose to the surface, the 
league with the powers of darkness was apparent. A gram bag of cayenne pep¬ 
per tied over the head, if it failed to suffocate, afforded another proof of guilt - 
though the most humane method, of rubbing the eyes with a ’well-dried cap; 
sicum, was perhaps the most common,[and certainly if they could furnish this 
demonstration of their innocence, by withholding tears, they might justly be 
deemed witches. These dhakuns , like the vampires of the German bardais , 
are supposed to operate upon the viscera of their victims, which they destroy 
by slow degrees with charm3 and incanataions and hence they are called in 
Sinde ( winre, as Abulfazil says, they abound) Jigger-khor, or ‘liver-de- 
vourers/ One look of a dhakun suffices to destroy ; but there arc few who 
court the title, at least in Kotah, though old age and eccentricity are suffici¬ 
ent in conjunction with superstition or bad luck, to fix the stigma upon in¬ 
dividuals. 

Aware of the danger of relaxing, “to have doue,” even when eighty five 
winters hud passed over his head was never in his thoughts. He knew that 
a Rajpoot’s throne should be the back of hi3 steed ; and when blindness over¬ 
took hi u, and he could no longer lead the chase on horseback, he was carried 
in his lit/tc r to his grand haunts, which consisted sometimes of several thou¬ 
sand armed men. Besides dissipating the ennui of his vassals, he obtained 
many other objects by an amusement so analogous to their character ; in the 
unmasked joyousness of the sport, he heard the unreserved opinions of his com¬ 
panions, and gained their affection by thus administering to the favourite 
pastime of the Rajpoot, whose life is otherwise monotonous. When in the 
forest, he would it down, surrounded by thousands, to regale on the game of 
the day. Camels followed his train, laden with flour, sugar, spices, and huge 
cauldrons for the use of his sylvan cuisine ; and amidst the hilarity of the 
moment, he would go through th-* varied routine of government, attend to 
foreign and commercial policy, the details of his farms or his army, the re¬ 
ports of his police ; nay, in the very heat of the operation, shot flying U1 
direction, the ancient Regent might be dicovered, like immortal Alfred or St. 
7 oil is of the Frank, administering justice under the shade of some spreading 
pec pul tree j while the day so passed would be closed with religious rib , 
and the recital of a mythological epic : he found time for all, never appeared 
hurried nor could he be taken by surprise, When ho could no longer sec to sing 
hLs own name he had an autograph facsimile engraved, which was placed in 
the special care of a confidential officer, to apply when commanded. Even 
this loss of one sense was with him compensated by another, for long after he 
was stone blind, it would have been vai- to attempt to impose upon him in 
the choice of Shawls or clothes of any kind, whose fabrics and prices he could 
determine by the touch: and it is even asserted that he couid in like manner 
distinguish colours. 

If, as has been truly, remarked, ‘‘that mao deserves well of his country 
who raaki : a blade of grass ,;row where none grew before,” what inert i*> due 
to him who made the choicest of nature’s products flourish where gras s couut, 
not •■'row , who covered the bare rock around his capital with soil, and cub.iv.iun 
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^tica of Arabia, Ceylon, and the western Archipelago , who translate*] 
the Indian Apennines (the mountains ot Malabar) the coco-:mfc and 
palmyra ; .and thus refuted the assertion that these could not flourish, remote 
from the influence of a marine atmosphere? In his gardens were to bo found the 
apples and quinces of Cabtil, pomegranates from the famed stock of Kayla ca 
bagh in the desert, oranges of every kind, scions of Agra and Sylhet, the am - 
la of Mazagon, and the chumpa-kda, or golden plantain, of the Pekh.an, be^ 
sides the indigenous productions of fctajpoctana. Some of the wells fur irrigaT 
ting these gardens oost in blasting the rock thirty thousand rupees each ; he 
hinted to his friends that they could uot do better than follow his example, and 
a hint always sufficed. He would have obtained a prize from any horfceulfcur- 
ai society for his improvement of tho wild her ( jujube) which by grafting uo 
increased to tho size of a small apple. In chemical science he had gamed 
notoriety ;jhisnMrs, or essential oils of roses, jessamine, kefki and k eura ) were 
far superior to and that could be purchased. There was no occasion to repair 
to tho valley of Cashmere to witness the fabrication of its shawls ; for the 
loom and the wool of that fairy region were transferred to Kotah, and tho 
Cashmerian weaver plied tho shuttle under Zalim’s own eye. But as in 
tho case of his lead-mines he found that this branch of industry did not re¬ 
turn even sixteen annas and a half for the rupee,* the minimum profit at 
which he fixed his remuneration ; so that after satisfying his curiosity, hr 
abandoned the manufacture. His forges for swords and fire-arms had a 
high reputation, and his matchlocks rival those of Boondi, both in excellence 
and elaborate workmanship. 

His corps of gladiators, if we may thus designate the Jaetis } obtained 
for him equal credit and disgrace. The funds set apartfor this v :cr -ation 
amounted at one time to fifty thousand rupees per annum ; but his wrestlers 
surpassed in skill and strength those of every other court in Raj warm, and 
the most renowned champions of other states were made “to view tho heav¬ 
ens,^”"{• if they came to Kotah. But in his younger days, Zalim was not 
satisfied with tho use of more natural weapons, for occasionally ho made 
his jaetis fight with the bagnalc, for tiger-claw, when they tore off the 
liesh from each other; The chivalrous Omed Sing of Boondi put a s f °p 
to this barbarity. Returning from one of his pilgrimages from Dwarioa, 
he passed through Kotah while Zalim and his court were assembled in th'*- 
akharg (arena) where two of these stall-fed prize fighters were about to con¬ 
tend. Tho presence of this brave Uara checked tho bloody exhibition, and 
ho boldly censured tho Regent for squandering on suoh a worthless ores? 
resources which ought to cherish bis Rajpoots. This might have been lost 
upon the Protector, had not the royal pilgrim, in the fervour of bis indigna¬ 
tion, thrown down the gauntlet to tho entire assembly of jaetis. Putting 
his shield on the ground, he placed therein, one by one, the entire panoply 
of armour which he habitually wore in his peregrinations, namely, his 
matchlock and its ponderous accompaniments, sword, daggers, stud, and 
buttlo axe, and challenged any individual to raise It from the ground with a 


* There are nixieon annas to (he rupee or hatf-crc 
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| See an account of this instrument by Colonel Biigj*, Transac 
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fegfenrm. All tried and failed ; when Sriji though full sixty years of age, 
held it out at arm’s length during several seconds. The Haras were delight¬ 
ed at the feat of theirjpatrimchal chief ; while the crest-fallen t Faetiz hung 
their hea<i 3 , and from that day lost ground in the favour of the Regent. 
But these were the fellies of his earlier days, not of the later period ol his 
life ; he was then like an aged oak, which,' though shattered and decayed, 
had survived the tempest and the desolation which had raged around it. 

To conclude : had he^uutated Diocletian, and surrendered the purple, 
he would have afforded another instance of the anomalies of the human 
understanding ; that he did not do so, for the sake of his own fame and that 
of the controlling power, as well as for the welfare of bis prince, must be deeply 
lamented : the more especially as his churri (rod) has descended to feebie 
hands. K had enjoyed the essentia s of sovereignty during threescore years, 
a period equal in duration to that of Darius the Mede ; and had overcome 
difficulties which would have appalled to ordinanry minds. Ho had van¬ 
quished all his enemies, external and internal, and alt his views as regarded 
Haronti were accomplished. 

Amongst the motives which might have urged the surrender of hia 
power, stronger perhaps than his desire of reparation with heaven and his 
prince; was the fear of his successor’s inefficiency: but this consideration 
unhappily was counterbalanced by tho precocious talents of Ins grandson, 
whom bo affectionately loved, and in whom he thought he saw himself rene¬ 
wed. Pride also, that chief ingredient in his character, checked such sur¬ 
render. he f ared the world would suppose he had relinquished what he 
could no longer retain ; and ruin would have been preferred to tho idea that 
he bad been “-driven from his stool.’’ Able and artful ministers flattered the 
feeling so deeply rooted, and to crown the wlmlo, he was supported by obli¬ 
gations of public faith contracted by a power without a rival. Still, old age. 
declining health, tho desire of reposo and of religious retirement, prompted 
wishes which often escaped his lips ; but counteracting feelings intruded, and 
tho strugob bei. ween the good and evil principle lasted until the moment) 
had passed when abdication would have been honourable. Had he, however, 
obeyed the impulse, his retreat would b-.vo more resembled that of the fifth 
Charles than of the Roman king. In the shades of Nat’hdwarra he would 
have enjoved that repose, which Diocletian could not find at Salona ; and 
embued with a better philosophy and more knowledge of the human heart, 
he would have practised what was taught, that “there ought to be no inter¬ 
mediate change between the c nninand of men and the service o, God. 
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CHAPTER 1. 

Departure from the valley of Oodipoor.— Lake of Kliyroda.—Ancient temple 
0 / Mandeswar .« — bhartewar. — Its Jain temples,- Khyroda.—Connected with 
the history of the feuds of M ewar.—Exploits of tSingram Sing. — Ue oh * 
tains Kliyroda. — Curious predicament of Jcy Sing, the adopted heir of 
Singram. — Calmness with which political negotiations arc manag' d i/* the 
east.—The agricultural economy of Kliyroda. — Precarious nature of 
suaar — cultivation. — Heentah .— Large proportion of land alienated, us 
religious grants. — Heentah and D oondia established on church land:, 
Mandhata Raja.—Traditions oj him.—Performed ' . Aswtmodlr — 11 : • 
grant of Mynar to the Rishis . — Grant inscribed on a pillar. — Exploit of 
Raj Sing against the Mahrattas. — Moxwun , boundary of the Mncar terri¬ 
tory.—Reflections on that stale.—The author's policy during Jiis officio,i 
residence there. 

Oodipoor ) January 29, 1&20.—The Personal Narrative attached to the 
first volume ot this work terminated with the author’s return to Oodipoor; 
after a complete circuit of Marwar and Ajmere, He remained at. his head¬ 
quarters at Oodipoor until the 29th January 1820, when circumstances ; 
doring it expedient that he shouhl visit the principalities of Boondi and 
Kot.ih (which were placed under his political superintendence), he deter' 
mined not to neglect the opportunity it afforded of adding to his pen 1 ; 
remarks on men and manners, in a country hitherto untrodden bv Euro¬ 
peans. » 

Although we h \d not been a month in the valley of Oodipoor, wo were 
all desirous to avail ourselves of the lovelv weather which the e Id seasu»: o*. 
India invariably brings, and which exhilarates the European who h .s lan¬ 
guished through the hot winds, and the still more oppressive men.': ■>’> The 
thermometer^at this time, within the valley, was at the freezing ioinl at 
break of day, ranging afterwards as high as 90 5 , whilst the \ ky was without, 
a cloud, and its splendour at night was dazzling. 

Khyroda.— On the 29th, we broke ground from the heights of Togs, 
marched fifteen English miles (though estimated at only six and a half boss) 
and encamped under the embankment of the spacious Jake of khvroda. 
Our route was over a rich and well watered plain, but which hs 1 long bemi 
a stranger to the plough. Three miles from Duboko wo crossed our own. 
stream, the Bairis, and at the village of Dorowlee is a small outlet from 
thi< river, which runs into a hollow and forms a Jheel or lake. There is a 
highly interesting temple, dedicated to Mandeswar (Siva), on the banks of 
this stream, the architecture of which attests its antiquity. It is the counter¬ 
part in miniature of a celebrated temple at Ohandravati, near Abtw, n 1 
verifies the traditional axiom, that the architectural rules of past ages were 
fix*] on immutable principles. 

We passed the serai of Soorujpoora, a mile to the right, and got on u'l 
td in the swampy ground of Blmtowar. This town, whigU belongs tw iht 
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of Kanorh, one of the sixteen great barons of Mewar, boasts a Inch 
antiquity, and Bhartirri, the elder brother of Vicrama, is its reputed founder. 
If we place any faith in local tradition, the bells of seven hundred and fifty 
temples, chiefly of the Jain faith, one-; sounded within its walls, which were 
six miles in length ; but few vestiges of them now remain, although there 
are ruins of some of these shrines which show they were of considerable im¬ 
portant. Within a mile and a half of., Khy rod a we passed through Khyrsanft 
i\ large charity-village belonging to the Brahmins. 

Khyroda is a respectable place, having a fortress with double ditches 
which can be filled at pleasure from the river. Being situated on the high¬ 
road between the ancient and modern capitals, it was always a bone of con¬ 
tention in the civil wars. It was in the hands of Rawut Jey Sing of Law.-h 
*he adopted heir of Singram Suktawut, one of the great leaders in the strug¬ 
gles of the year 1748. an epoch as well known in Mewar as the 1745 of 
Scotland. Being originally a fiscal possession, and from its position not to 
be trust ed to the hands of any of the feudal chiefs, it was restored to the 
sovereign ; though it was not without difficulty that the retriever of Lawah 
agreed to sign the constitution of the 4th of May,* and relinquish to his 
sovereign a stronghold which had purchased with the blood of his kindred. 

The history of Khyroda would afford an excellent illustration of the 
frude r Mewar. In that between Singram Sing the Suktawut, and Bhjroo 
Sing Cbondawut, both of these chief clans of Mewar lost the best of their 
defenders. In 1733, Singram, then but a youth (his father, Dalji, Rawut 
of Seogurh, being yet alive), took Khyreda from his sovereign, and retained 
it six years. In'1740, the rival clans of Deogurh. Amait, Koiabur; &c., 
uud r their common head, the chief of Saloombra, and having their acts 
legalized by the presence of the Depra minister, united to expel the Sukta- 
j.t. Singram held out four months ; when he hoisted a flag of truce and 
g U ed to capitulate, on condition that he should be permitted, with ? !I his 
f 'lowers and effects, to Bheendir, the capital of the Suktawuts. Tb s con¬ 
dition was granted, and the heir of Seogurh was receded into Bheendir. 
Unrc he commenced his depredntions, the adventures attending which are 
still.thr topics of numerous tales. In one of his expeditions to the estate of 
T . bur, he carried off both the cattle and the inhabit nts of Goorli. Z dim 
Sing. che heir of Korabur, came to the rescue, but was laid low by the lance 
of tfingram. To revenge his death, every Cbondawut of the country assem¬ 
bled ro nd the banner of Saloombra ; the sovereign himself espoused their 
cans and with h’s mercenary bands of Sindios succeeded in investing 
Bln ii lir. During the St ige, Uijoon of Korabur, bent on revenge for tho 
1 ct-j f (vs heir, determined to surprise Seogurh, which he effected, and 
so n i neither ag nor sex-i* Khyroda remained attached to the fisc during 
, v rui vo.-.rs, when the Rana, with a thoughtlessness which has nourished 
these feuds granted it to Sirdar Sing, the Cbondawut chief of Bhadaisir. 
In S. VMM the ChondawuU were i- ■ • 1.1 lion and disgrace, and their rival*, 
» rub r the chief of Bheendir, assembled their kindred to dri>e out the Sindw 
held Khyroda for their foe. Urjoon of Korabur, with the 
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came to aid the garrison, and an action ensued under 

* St’6 frosty bofcW(*on the Kauri and h ; , chief?*, Vol, I, pa^o 177. 
The of fci.113 ftnut has b#on rotate 1, in Vol. I, page 332. 
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ich Singram slew with his own hand two of the principal subordinates 
of Korabur, viz. Goman the Sikerwal, and Cheemji Ranawut. Neverthe¬ 
less, the Cboudawuts gained the day, and the Suktawuts again retired on 
Bheemlir. There they received a reinforcement sent by Zalim Sing of Kotah 
(who fostered all these disputes, trusting that eventually he should be able to 
snatch the bone of contention from both), and a band of Arabs, and with 
thi 3 and they returned to the attack. The Chondawuls, who, with the 
auxiliaries of Sinde, were encamped in the plains of Akolah, willingly accept¬ 
ed the challenge, but were defeated ; Sindie Koli, leader of the auxiliaries, 
was slain, and the force w r as entirely dispersed, Singram, who headed this 
and every nss&ult against the rival clan, was wounded in three places ; but 
this ho accounted nothing, having thereby obtained the regard of his sover¬ 
eign, and the expulsion of his rival from Khyroda, which remained attached 
to the fisc until tho year 17*8, when, on the payment of a fine of ten thou¬ 
sand rupees, the estate was assigned to him tinder the royal signature. This 
was in the year A. D. 1802, from which period untill 1818, when we had to 
mediate between the Rana and his chiefs, Khyroda remained a trophy of 
the supeiior courage and tact of the Suktawuts. No wonder that the 
Rawut Jey Sing of Lawah, the adopted heir of Singram, was averse to 
renounce Khyroda. He went so far as to man its walls, and forbid any 
communication with thu servants of his sovereign : the slightest provocation, 
would have compelled a siege and assault, in which all the Chondawuts of 
the country would gladly have joined, and the old feuds ini^ht have been 
revived on the very dawn of disfranchisement from the yoke of the Mahratfcae. 
But v hat; will be thought of this transaction when it is stated, the lord of 
Khyroda. was at this time at court, the daily companion of his sovereign I 
Although the dependents of Jey Sing would have fired on any one of hi? 
master’s servants who ventured to its walls, and, according to our notions, 
he wasat that moment a rebel both to his prince and the paramount protector, 
not an uncourtlv phrase was ever heard, nor could it be discovered that the 
Rana and the Rawut stood in another relation than as the gracious sover¬ 
eign and tho loyal aubjoct. These matters are conveniently managed : all 
the odium of discussion is left t© the ka?ndar8 s or delegates of the princo and 
the chief, between whom nor*the least diminution of courteous etiquette 
would be observable, whilst there remained a hope of adjustment. Asiatics 
do not count the moments which intervene between the conception and 
consummation of an undertaking as do those of colder climes. Tn all their 


transactions, they r ^ a . rve more composure, which, whatever be its 
lends an air of dignity to their proceedings. I have rL n from di<? 
with the respective mini ters - fthe sovereign and chi ‘.urns regardin 
involving treason, in order to join the principals in \n excursion on th 
or in the tilt-yard at the palace, where they would be passing their oj 
on the points of a horse, with mutual courtesy and affability. This 
unamiable feature in the manners of the East, and tends to strength* 
tie of fraternity which binds together the fabric of Rajpoot policy 

The agricultural economy of Khyroda, which d iscovers distinct traces of 
the patriarchal system, is not without interest. Khyroda is a tup pa % nr 
subdivision of one of the greater khalisa or fiscal districts of Me war, and 
consists of fourteen fcownanios, besides their hamlets. It ia rated at HyiOO 
xupee# of yearly rent, of which itself furnishea 5,500. The ’and, though 


cause, 
ufcrim 
y acts 
• lake, 
inions 
is no 
n tho 
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Orally of a good quality, is of three clasps, viz, peewul, or watered from 
wells ; norma, also irrigated land, extending three or four khaits, or fields, 
around "the village ; and mat', or vial, depending on the heavens alone for 
moisture. As has been already stated, there are two harvests, m, tho 
oonaloo (from oon. 'heat’), or summer harvest ; and tho spaloo (from see 
•cold’), tho winter or autumnal. Th- share of the crown as m a 1 the ancient 
Hindu governments, is taken in kind, and divided as follows. Of the' first, 
or oonaloo crop, consisting of wheat, barley, and gram, the pioduce « f°rmed 
into kulias (piles or heaps) of bne hundred maunds each ; than «» v 

d-d into four parts, of twenty-five maunds each. The first operation is to 
provide from one of these the seerano, or one seer on each nmund, to each 
individual of the village establishment : m. the pat el, or head m n the 
'piXlwari registrar or accountant ; the shanah, or watchman ; ’ J ’ 

m Senger and also general herdsman ;* the kat’Ai (alias soolo,r) or carpenter* 
tho lohar or blaksmith ; the k homar, or potter ; the dhobi, or washerman , 
tV chamar, who is shoemaker, carrier, and scavenger ; the me, or barber 
surgeon. These ten seeranos. or one seer <m each kulla, or two maunds and 
•i half to each individual, swallow up one of the subdivisions. Of the three 
remAn'UK parts one share, or twenty five maunds, goes to the roj, or sover¬ 
eign anltwo to Se ryot, or cultivator, after deducting a seerano of two 
maunds for the heir-apparent, which is termed Kowur-mutka, or pot tor the 
wine- ’ An innovation of late years has been practised on the portion be¬ 
aring to the village, from which no less than three seeranos of one maund 
Lch are deducted, previous to subdivision amongst the ten village officers, 
viz onr> ‘not for the prince/ another for the Rana a chief groom and a third 
for iS mS, or steward of the grain department These all go to the 
government, which thus realizes thirty maunds out of each hundred or thne- 
i ns ip.ad of one-fourth, o ccordmg to ancient usage. But tho vil.ago 
establishment has an additional advantage before the grain is thmshed outj 
this is the k irpah or sheaf from every bee g ha (a third of an acre) - - 

yietding two or three aoere each ; and there were 

permitted, under .he terms of dantum and chabum, indicating thev WOTe 
allowed the :;se of their teeth (dant) while reaping : so ^7'** V^and 
(‘chahna, to bite or masticate’) upon roasted heads of Indian corn 

maize, j 0() cr0 p ; which consists of mukhi, or Indian emm, ar-1 jooar 

ar.rl hajm or maize, with the different pulses, the process of distribution 
is T i follows From every bulla, or heap of one hum .red maunds, forty .re 
Be/ part for thew# or government, and the rest, after deducting the m>r«- 
nos ofthe village-establishment, goes to the cultivator. 

0„ (he culture of sugar-cane, indigo, tobacco, U or sesamum, and the 
various d/i there has always bc-n a fixed moneyrent, varying from two to 

tori :• -ipoeh per leegha. 

There is nothing i 
cane, which holds out 


iivuittttl. It 


a pns 
t in l 


.tain in 'da results as the cultivation of sugar- 
powerful lure for dishonesty to the collator Jor the 

'?‘7o ' rnm7.^ ri vpwnva fl tV o ^ 

especial duty to pro vent 
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But it is asserted hore that the ryct had no option, being compelled 
to cultivate, in due proportion, cane, opium, and grain, from the sauit chursa 
or well. A rough estimate of the expense attending the culture of a chnrxa 
or what may be irrigated by one well, may not bo uninteresting. Let us take 
first, one begha of cane and no more can be watered with one pair of oxen, 
premising that the cane is planted in the month of Agghun, and reaped in % 
^he same month next year ; that is after a whole twelve-month of labour:— 

Hasil, or rent.Rupees 10 

Seed of one beegha... .. 20 

Gor, or stirring up the earth with spuds, 
eight times before reaping, sixteen men 

each time, at tow annas to each . 16 

Two men at the well, at four rupees each 

per month, for twelve months... 96* 

Two oxen, feeding, &c . 18 

Paring and cutting forty thousand canes, 

at four annas per thousand ... 10 

Placing canes in the mill, clothes to the 
men, besides one seer of sugar out of 

every maund ..... 20 

Shares of the village-establishment; say 

if the beegha yields fifty maunds, of which 


they are entitled to one-fifth....... 40 

Wood,..,......... 2 

Hiro of boiler..... 6 




Rupees 288 

A beegha will yield as much as eighty ’ 
maunds of sugar, though fifty is esteem¬ 
ed a good crop ; it sells at about four 200 
rupees per maund, or.*. 


Leaving the cultivator minus Rupees 38 

It will be observed that the grower’s whole expenses are charged ; be¬ 
sides, to make up we must calculate from the labour of the same two nr.n and 
cattle, the produce profit of one beegha of opium and four beegha of wheat 
and barley, as follows: 

Surplus profit on the opium, seven seers of 

opium, at four rupees per seer.Rs. 28 

One hundred and fifty maunds of grain, 
of both harvests, of which one-third to 
the raj t leaves one hundred maunds, at 

one rupee each maund... . 100 


Rupees 128 


himself. 
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Brought Forward Rupees 128 


Deduct deficiency on cane. 38 

Profit left, after feeding, men and cattle, 
&c. &c.Rupees 90 



Sometimes, though rarely, the cane is sold standing, at four to five 
rupees the thousand ; but, occasionally, the whole crop is lost, if the cane 
should unfortunately flower, when it is rooted up and burnt, or given to the 
c it tie being unfit for the use of man. This may be superstition ; though the 
cultivators of the cane in the West-Indies may pc .-haps s .y that the detenora- 
tion of the plant would render it not worth the trouble of extracting the juice. 

1 shall here conclude this rough sketch of the agricultural economy of Khy- 
roda which may be takon as a fair spooitnen of me old system throughout Mo 
war 'with remarking that, notwithstanding the laws of Menu, inscription on 
stone and tradition, which constitute m fact the customary law of Rajpootana 
make the rent in kind far lighter than what we have just recorded yet the 
cultivator could not fail to thrive if even this system were maintained, iiut 
constant warfare, the necessities of the prince, with the cupidity and poverty 
of,the revenue officers, have superadded vexatious peltty demands as 
' l a \r Ur { wood and forage ), and ghur-ginti ( house-tax ); the first of wmea 
was a tax of one rupee annually on every beegha of land in cuUivation an 
the other the same on each house or hut inhabited. Even <Sn on 

tiiennial fine ou the headman and the register, was levied by these again 
th- cu.tivators. But besides these regular taxes, there was no end to irregu- 
lar exactions of hurrar and dind, or forced contributions, until, at length, 
country became ti# soene of desolation, from which it is only now cmer- 

^"’HeENTaB, January 30th.-This was a short march of three and half 
CO.'S, or nine rnilos, over tho same extensive plain of rich black i'>am, -> 

whence the province of Malwa has its name. Wo were on horseback long 
before sunrii” ; ‘.be air was pure and invigorating; the peasantry were • 
li D (Y :Jr t th igbr, of the luxuriant vefung crops of wb -it, barley, am ‘ > 

B ware tha no ruthl as hand could now stop between them ana the bounties 
of Heaven. Fresh thateh, or rising walls, gave signs of the exiles le > 
who greeted us, at each step of our journey, with blessings and looks o J- y 
mingled with sadness. Passed the hamlet, or poorwa, of Amerpoora, attach* 
ed to Kbyioda, and to our left the township oi Myiur, held in 
gioiM gr.ai.F by a community of Brahmins. This place affords a fine s P e01lu 
of oho 8 wisdom of ancestors' in Mewar, where fifty thousand beegha,, or about 
si { teen thousand acres of the richest crown land, have been given i"PP ul J 
to these drones of society ; and although there are only 
of. his holy colony, said to have boon planted by Raj i Mandhataiuth ^ 
vaq or silver age of India, yet superstition and indolence conspire to pr - 
tiie resumption Sven of those portions which have none to cultivate then^ 
A sixty thousand years’ residence in hell” is undoubtedJ, no cornertab e 
prospect, uud to those who subscribe to the doctrine of transmigration, 
rausl, be rut her mortifying to pass from the purple of r0 ^^ lnfc ,° oul ' ha3 to 
in ordi.iv,” one of % delicat purr atones which the Rajpoot . oburclx i 
undergo, before it cun expiate the offence oi resuming the lands oi * 
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Voiced, however, to find that some of ‘the sons of Sukfca/ us tin.y in¬ 
ti umbers, in the inverse ratio of their possessions, doomed it better t «• incur 
all risks than emigrate to foreign lands in search of thorn ; and both He*u tab 
and Dooudia have been estab.ished on the land of the church. D . rous ot 
preserving every right of every clas*, I imprecated on my head all the an¬ 
athemas of the order, if the Rana should resume all beyond what Lae remnant 
O' this family could require. I proposed that a thousand beetjht:? of the beet 
land should be retained by them , that they should not only be furnished 
with cattle, seed, and implements of agriculture, but there should be wells 
cleared out! of fresh one3 dug fcflr them, At this time, however, the astrologer 
was a member of the cabinet, and being also physician in ordinary, he, us 
one of the order, protected his brethren of Mynar, who, as may be supposed, 
w re in vain called upon to produce the tamla-patva, or ooppor-plato 
warrant, for these lands. 


Mandhata Raja, a name immortalized in the topography of these regions* 
was of the Pramar tribe, and sovereign ofOemral India, whose, capitals were 
Dhur and Oojein ; and alth >ugh his period is uncertain, tradition uniformly 
assigns him priority to Vicramaditya, whoso era (fifty.six years anterior to 
the Christian') prevails throughout India. There arc various spots on tho 
Nerbudda which perpetuate his name, especially where that grand stream 
forms one of its most coribiderablo rapids. Cheetore, with all its dependencies 
was but an appanage of the sovereignty of Dhur in these darly times, nor can 
we move a step without discovering traces to their paramount sway in all 
theso regions ‘ and in the spot over which I am now moving* the antiquary 
might without any difficulty till his portfolio. Both Heentah and Doundia* 
tho dependencies of Mynar, arc brought in con notion with tho natnc <»f 
Mandhata, who performed th grand rite of asv)ainddha t Or sacrifice of tho hwso; 
at Doondia, whore they still point out the eoond, or •pit of sacrifice.' f JV> 
RitihU, or 'holy men/ of Hoonbah attended Mandhata* who, on Lin conclusion 
of the ceremony, presented them tho customary po m, or ‘ottering,* w hioh tin y 
rejected • but on taking leave, the Raj* delicately contrived to introduce into 
the beera of pan , a grant for the lands of Mynar. The gife., though unsoli¬ 
cited, was fatal to their sanctity, and the miracles whi* h they had hitherto 
been permitted to form, ceased with.the possession of Mammon. Would tho 
reader wish to have an instance of these miracles ? /tfter thoir usual mani¬ 
fold ablutions, and wringing the moisture of their dhot% } or garment, they 
would fling it into the air, where u remained suspended over their head, ad 
a protection against the sun’s rays. On the lo^s of their power, these saints 
became tillers of the ground. Their descendants hold the land ot Mynar,* 
and are spread over this tract named Bwrrc* C houteestbt ‘the groat twenty- 
four V * 


We also passed in this morning s march the village of Bathtinoo, having 
a noble piece of water maintained by a strong embankment of masonary 
No less than four thousand bceyhcto are attached. It was fiscal h\nd, but had 
escaped observation. At this moment it is in the hands of of Mooti Pnaban, 
the favourite handmaid of “the Sun of the Hindus” This ‘Pearl* \ihvoti) 
pretends to have obtained it as a mortgage, but it would be difficult to shew 
a lawful mortgager. Near tho vii age of Bhansah: on the estate of i:\iiuh 
Sing brother of Bheoiidii\ we passed a scum or s ul f * t a piltof or land blurk, 
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personal narrative 


<sl 


ing a grant of land inscribed thereon with the usual denunciations, attest¬ 
ed by an irange of the sacred cow, engraved in blight relief, as witness to 

the intention of the donor. . # 

TJccnlah was a place of some .consequence in the civ il wars, and in o. 
(\ j). 1752) formed the appanage of one of the labas , or infants of the court, 
ofthf' Mahraja Sawunt Sing. It now belongs to a subordinate Suktawut, 
and was the subject of considerable discussion in tho treaty of resumption of 
the 4th of May 1818, between the liana and his chiefs. 

It was the scene of a gallant exploit in S. b 1812, when ten thousand Ma- 
hrattas, led by Sutwa, invaded Mewar. Raj Sing, of the Jhala tribe,. the 
chief of Sadrf, and descendant of the hero who rescued that first of Ilajpoot 
prince-?, Ran a Pratap, had reached the town of Heentah in his passage from 
court to ' . tri, when he received intelligence that the enemy was at Salairo, 
only tin miles distant. He was recommended to make a slight detour and 
go bv Bhe dir ; but having no reason for apprehension, he rejected the ad¬ 
vice,* and pioceeded on his way. He had not travelled half a mile, when they 
fell in with the marauders, who looked upon his small but well-mounted band 
as legitimate-prey. But, in spite of the odds, they preferred death to the 
surrender of their equipments and an action ensued, in which the Raj, alter 
performing miracles of valour, regained the fort, with eight only of hia t.iree 
hundred and fifty retainers. The news reached Kboshiai Sing, the chief o 
Uhctmdir, who besides the sufficient motive of Rajpooti, or ‘ chivalry, Was 
impelled by friendship ami matrimonial connexion, he assembled a trusty 
1 md, aiid marched to rescue his friend from captivity and his estate from 
mortgage for his ransom. This little phalanx amounted only to live hundred 
men,"all Suktawuts, and of whom three-fourths were on foot. They advanc¬ 
ed in a compact mass, with lighted matches, the cavaliers on either flank, 
with Kboshiai at their head, denouncing death to the man who quitted ms 
ranks, or lired a shot without orders. They were soon surrounded by the 
cloud of Mahrattft horse ; but resolve was too manifest in the intrepid band 
even for numbers to provoke the strife. They thus passed over the mimence 
pUb b.tween Bheenchr and Heentah, the gates of which they had almost re¬ 
ached, when, as if ashamed at seeing their prey thus snatched from their gmps 
th word was given, “birches del” and a forest of Mahratta lances, each twel¬ 
ve feet long, bristled against the Suktawnts. Kboshiai called a halt, wheel- 
ed } i:-> cavaliers io tbo rear, and allowed the foe to come within pistol-shot, 
whin a well directed volley checked thiir impetuosity, and threw them into 
disorder. The little band of cavalry seized the moment and charged in their 
turn, gave time to load again, and returned to their post to allow a second 
volh’vC Tii O' gate was gained, the Sadri chief received into the ranks of de¬ 
liverers. Elated with success, the Mahraja promptly determined rather to 
tight his wav back then coop hims If up in Heentah, and bo starved into sur¬ 
render ; all seconded the resolution of their chief, and with little compara’ ro 
leas they regained Bhecndir. This exploit is universally known, and iviatcd 
with exn! afcion, as one of the many brilliant «!• eds of “the tons ofSukta, 


of whom 


gallantry. 

Movwun 
i(.K 50? at day 
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the BlAhraja Khosiai Sing was conspicuous for worth as well aa 


81x1 January —The last day of January ( with the therm >*» ^ 
break ), brought us to tl*e limits of Mewar. 1 ouuU *»<> 
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^nitg^ich alienated lands without the deepest regret, or see the birthright of 
its chieftains devolve on the mean Mahratta or ruthless Pathan, without a 
kindling of the spirit towards the heroes of past days, in spite of the vexations 
tfheir less worthy descendants occasion me • less worthy yet not worthless, for 
having left my cares behind me with the court, where the stubbornness of 
some, the vices and intrigues of other, and the apathy of all, have deeply in¬ 
jured* my health. There is somethin n magical in absence ; it throws a deceit¬ 
ful medium between us and tho objects wo have quitted,, which ex iggcratcs 
their amiable qualities, and curtails the proportion of their vice3. I look up¬ 
on Me war as the land of my adoption, and, linked wit h all the associations, of 
of my early hopes and their actual realization, I feel inclined to exclaim with 
reference to her and her unmanageable children, 


“Mewar, with all thy faults, I Iovo these still.” 

The virtues owe an immense debt to the present feudal nobilily, not only 
of Mowar but of Rajpootana, and it is to be hoped that the rising generation 
will pay to it what lias been withheld by the past; that energy and temperance 
will supersede opium and the juice of the maioah , and riding in the ring, re¬ 
place the siesta, and the tabor ( tablet ) and lute. I endeavoured to. banish 
some of those incentives to degeneracy ; nor is there a young chieftain, from 
the heir-apparent to the throne to the aspirant to a skin of land ( when op¬ 
portunity was granted ), from whom I have not exacted a promise, never to 
touch that debasing drug, opium. Some may break this pledge, but many 
will keep it especially those whose minority I protected against courtfactum 
and avarice : such a one as Urjoou Sing, the young chief of Bussie, of the 
Chondawut clan. His grandfather ( for his father was dead ) had maintain¬ 
ed the old castle and estate, placed on the elevated Oopermal, against all at¬ 
tempts of the Mahrattas, but had incurred the hatred of Bhcem Sing of Sale- 
ombra, ihe head of his clan, who in S. 18*6 dispossessed him, and installed a 
junior branch in the barony of Bussie. But the energetic Tukta Sing rega¬ 
ined his lost rights, and maintained them, until civil broils and foreign t<>os 
alike disappeared, on their connexion with the British in 1S18. Then tho 
veteran chief, with his grandson, repaired to court, to unite in the general 
homage to their prince with the assembled chief of Mewar. But poverty and 
the remembrance of' old (euds combined to dispossess the youth, and the am¬ 
ounts of fine ( 10,000 rupees ) had actually been fixed for the interlayer, who- 
was supported by all the influence of the chief of Saloombra. i Lis first 
noble of Mewar tried to avail himself of my friendship to uphold the cause of 
his protegee, Burrud Sing, whom he often brought to visit me, as did old Tukta 
his graudson. Both were of the same ago, thirteen ; the aspirant to Bussie, 
fair and stout, but heavy in his look ; while the possessor, Urjootf, ivas spare, 
dark, and beaming with intelligence. Merit and justice on one side • 
stupidity and power on the other. But there were duties to be performed , 
and the old Thokooris appeal was not heard in vain. “S wnindhprma and this’ 1 
( putting his hand to his sword ), said the aged cheif, “have hitherto preserved 
our rights ; now, th* reuse of the child is in his sovereign's hands and yuurV ; 
but here money buys justice, and right yields to favour. ' The Rami, imn:; 
he had assented to the views of Saloombra, left the case to my adjudication. 
I called both parties before mo, and in their presence, from thmr respective 
statements, sketched the genealogical tree, exhibiting in tho remote bvam. be 
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■AX#* stripling competitor’s, which I shewed to the Rana. Ever prone to do 
right when not swayed by faction, he confirmed Urjoon s patent wh.ch he had 
.riven him three years previously, and girt him with the sword of investiture. 
This contest for‘his birthright was of great advantage to the youth ; for bis 
grand father was selected to command the Qeuotas for the frontiei fotttees of 
Johaimir a duty which he well performed and his grandson accompanied him 
and was often left in command while he looked after the estate. Both came 
to visit me at Cheetore. Urjoon was greatly improved during hia two years 
absence from the paternal abode, and promises to do honour to the elan he 
be!. • ■ to. Amongst many questions, I asked if he had yet taken to hi 
to which he energetically replied, “my fortunes will be cracked indeed, 

if over I fon - t any injunction of your s. ,? . 

' But a truce to degression : the whole village punchiet has been wait¬ 
ing this half hour under the spreading burr tree, to tell me, in the language 
0 { h >m dy truth, khoosh hyn Compani ealteb ca pertap so, that bjr the auspices 
of Sir Company they are happy ; and that they hope I may live a thousan 


year.’?. 


1 1 must, therefore, suspend my narrative, whilst I patiently listen till 
midnight to dismal t ales of sterile fields, exhausted funds, exiles unretur 
and the depredations of the wild mountain Bhi.. 


CHAPTER II. 

'Jin chief of Heentah.—Difficulty of arranging the seperotion 0 / Heeniah 
from the fisc. -Anomalous character of its present chef Maun King 
k.'.v ruL-His history—Lalji R amt of Netharra.-Origin of the 
J)o,Pah family.— Adventure of Si ngram Sing, the Rana oj Mewar, 

jji a snn J aandrabhan, and Rana Raj.— Extraordinary manner in 
%!%’ Sharf.-W« of the family-Form of deed of con- 
wane* of Lids from the lord paramount,—Address of Maun S. y. 
A <serious murder of a Rahtore boy.—Its singular sequel .. 

I WAS not deceived . it is now midnight, but, late as it is, I will mtro- 
. , Vr^e reider a few of my visitors. The chief of Heeniah, who was 
absent' 1 his patrimonial estate of Koon, on the hills of Ohappun, sent his 
In- ,- i, V and his homme ,Paftaire* to make his compliinents to me and exprjs 
, thut he could not offer them pcasonally at Heentah, which he a n 
l h l tt & . 1 • v niu* wft a not mere customary civility. Heentah 

to the eommeroetnent of the oivil 

Z S! ft t £ 

' * u ItT'rlCrMissions regarding Heentah were consequently very warm . 'h r 
’ h \ X t " vaSe townships by the Mahan,ja Zoorawur Smg of 
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, by his own brother Futfceh Sing (the original acquisition of which 
sealed tire conclusion of u long-standing feud), excited less irritation ti an the 
demand that Heentab should revert to the fisc. “It is the key of Bheendir,” 
said the head of the clan. “It was a Suktawut allotment from the 'first," 
exclaimed his brother. “The Ranawut was an interloper,* cried another. 
“It is my bapota , the abode of my fathers, 7 ’ was the more feeling expn ssion 
of the occupant. It was no light task to deal with such arguments • especi¬ 
ally whe n an appeal to the dictates of reason and justice was fhwni-e <1 by th<* 
stronger impulse of self-interest. But in a matter involving so important a 
stipulation of the treaty, which required “that all fiscal possessions which, 
since S. 1882 (A. D. I 766 ), the commencement of the civil Wars, bad, by 
whatever means T p?«ssed from the Rana to the chieftains, should be reclauin. d,’ 
firmness was essential to the success ot a measure on which depended the 
restoration of order The Suktawuts behaved nobly, and with a purely pat 
riotic spirit throughout the scene, when almost all had to relinquish impor¬ 
tant possessions. The issue was, that Heentab, with its domain, after 
remaining twelve months incorporated with the fisc, was restored to Zoor vvvur, 
but curtailed of Doondia and its twelve hundred acres, which, though united 
to Ileentah, was a distinct township in the old records. Having paid ten 
thousand rupees as the fine of relief, the chief was girt with tho s ord, 
and re-established in this bapota , to his great joy of the whole clan. 


ITeentah is burthened with the service of fourteorr horse and fourteen 
foot ; its fek/t, or nominal value, in the 2 mtta hnhye , or ‘record of fiefs . 1 be ing 
seven thousand rupees ; but in consideration of the impoverished condition of 
his estate, the chief was only called on to furnish five horse and eight loot. 
The present possessor of Heentah is an adoption from the chieftainship of 
Koon ; but, contrary to established usage, he ho'ds both fleentrih and Koon, 
his parent fief, whereby he has a complex character, and conflicting dutie, 
to fulfil. As chief of Koon, he belongs to the third clas 3 of nobles, si veld poles 
and is subject to constant personal attendance on the Rana ; as lord nf 
H^ entah, too, he ha 9 to furnish a quota to serve l ‘at home or abrowl !° 
Being compelled to appear at court in person, his quota for Heentah was 
placed under the charge of Maun Sing (another of the Suktawut sub vas¬ 
salage), and was sent to tho* thana> of little Sadri, on tho Malwa frontier, 
to guard it from the depredations of the foresesler Bhil. But I was commis¬ 
sioned P.Y |he Rana to reprimand the representative of Heentah, and 0 
threaten him with the re sequestration of the estate, if he did not better per¬ 
forin the service for which he held it. Inconsequence of this remonstrance, 
I became acquainted with a long tale of woe ; and Maun Sing’s vindicating 
from a failure of duty will introduce a topic worthy of notice connected with 
the feudal system of Me war, namely, the subdivision of fiefs. 

Maun Sing Suktawut is a younger branch of the Lawah family, and 
of the infants who escaped the massacre of Seognrh, when Lalji Kawul and 

two generations were cut off to avenge the feud with Korabur. In order 

however, to understand the claims of Maun Sing, wo must go buck to tho 
period when Laljt Ruwut was lord of Netharraj which, for some court-intri¬ 
gue, TYas resumed, and bestowed on *ne of the rival clan of Ohombuwu. 
Being a younger branch of the Bhansi family (one of tho senior sub-livi.-inns 
of Bkeendir), Lalji wag but slenderly provided in the family allot-m- nt 
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-h^. On losing Netharra, he repaired to Doncrpur, whoso Rawul gave 
him a grant of Scogurh, an almost inaccessible fort on the borders of the two 
countries. Thus compelled, throuh faction, to sock subsistence out of his 
native soil, L dji renounced his loyalty, and with his sons, now barwutteaa 
or‘outlaws,’ resolved to prey upon Mewar. They now looked to Bheendir, the 
head of their clan, as their lord, and joined him in opposing their late sovoie- 
ign i„ the field, levying black-mail from the estates of their rivals ; or, when 
the influence of the* latter sunk ai court, and was supplanted by the clan of 
Suktawut, Lalji poised his lance in the train of his chief in defence of the 
throne. Thus passed his life, a chequered course of alternate loyalty and 
treason, until its tragical close at Scogurh.* 

Singram Sing, the eldest son of Lalji,f with his infant nephews, Jey Sing 
and Nahur (who was absent') escaped the avenger’s sword, under which 
perished his father, mother, both brothers, and all his own children, at one 
fell swoop | Singram succeeded to the possession of Seogurh, and to the 
f, uds of his family. His nephew, young Nahur, joined in all his enterprises, 
from the defi nee of Khyroda to the escalade and capture of the castle of 
Lavvnh, in which he maintained himself until the Rana not only pardoned 
him bat gave him precedence above his enemies in his own councils. 

’ Lawah was wrested by Singram Sing Suktawut from Singram Sing 
the Dodeah, an ancient tribe, but like many others little known, until! the 
incident we are about to relate gave it a momentary gleam, of splendour, 
and afforded tile bard an opportunity to emblazon its fame upon his page. 
Even in these regions, so full of strange vicissitudes, the sudden rise of ttie 
Do leah is a nvourite topic of the traditional muse of Mewar. 

Chandrabhan was the father of this meteor of the day ; his sole wealth 
consisted of a team of oxen, with which he tilled a few beeghas of land at 
th- base of Nah amugra, the ‘tiger mount,’ whero the Rana had a rwrnia 
or preserve, for the royal sport of tiger-hunting. It was during the autum¬ 
nal ha* vest, when the Dodeah had finished his day’s work, having put up 

the last nek of mukhi (Indian corn), as he was driving home the companion 
,,f Ids toil a voice hailed him from the wood. He answered, and advaneea 
to the spot whence it issued, where he found a stranger, evidently ot ranis 

with his horse panting for breath. After inquiring his tribe, and being toi 
“Rajpoot ” the stranger begged a little water, which was supp led, along 
with two’coarse cakes of mukhi, and a little chunna-ca-dal, pulse cooked 
with -the-' or clarified butter, which the honest Dodeah took out of a clot i 
not over clean. I fav d all the other duties which hospitality 

requires the Dod-ah made his salaam, and was abuot to depart when a 
, rain of horsemen coming in sight, he paused to look at them All went up 
to the stranger , and, ftom the profound respect paid to him, he found that 

ho h;nl finterfcainfid ?ro common gueat. , 

It was in foot Ins sovereign, the Rana Juggut i&mg. who delighfcod 
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fre chase, and having that da} 7 been bewildered in the intricacies of Nahra- 
jnugra, had stumbled on the Dodeah earle. The latter expressed neither 
surprise nor delight when introduced to the Rana, and replied to all his (jura- 
tions with the frankness that grows out of the sentiment of honest pride and 
independence, which never abandons a Rajpoot, whatever be his condition.* 
The Rana was so much pleased with bis rustic host, that he commanded a 
led horse to be brought forth, and desired the Dodeah would accompany 
him to Oodipoor, only ten miles distant. ‘The rocket of the moon* ( Chandra - 
bhan ), in his peasant’s garb, bestrode the noble charger with as much case as 
if it were habitual to him, The next day, the Dodeah was conducted to 
the Presence, and invested with a dress which had been worn by his sovereign 
(a distinguished mark of royal favour), accoinpained with the more solid 
reward of the grant of Kowari and its lands in perpetuity. 

Chandrabhan and his benefactor died about the same time. Rana Raj 
had succeeded to the throne of Mewar, and Sirdar Sing, son of Chandrabhan, 
did personal service for the lands of Kowario. It was a source of daily amuse¬ 
ment for the prince and his youthful associates to plunge into the fountain 
at the Suhailca-ca barr%.\ a villa about two miles from the capital, on which 
occasions reserve was banished, and they gavo themselves up to unrestrained 
mirth. The young Dodeah had some peculiarities, which made him a butt 
for their wit. The following incident will shew the character of these prin ¬ 
cely pastimes. It was one day remarked, that when refreshing in the coond , 
or reservoir, Sirdar Sing did not lay aside his turban, which provoked a 
suspicion that he had no hair. The Rana, impatient to get a peep ao th ; 
bare head of the son of Chandrabhan, proposed that they should push each 
other into the watar. The sport began, and tho Dodeah’s turban falling off, 
disclosed the sad truth. The jest, however, was not relished by Sirdar; 
and he tartly replied, in answer to h's sovereign’s question, “what had be¬ 
come of his hair ?" that “he had lost in his service, in a former birth, as 
chela,l by carrying wood upon his head to feed the flame, when his sovereign, 
as a jogi, or ascetic, performed penance (tapasya) in tho hills of Buddrinath.” 
The prince felt that he had violated decorum ; but tho reply was pregnant 
with sarcasm, and his digttfty must be maintained. “Sirdar must bring 
proof of his assertion, or punishment awaits him," was the rejoinder. Tho 
young child, in the same lofiy tone, offered the evidence of the dcota (divinity) 
of th temple of Kowario. This was a witness whose testimony could not bo 
impugned, and he had leave to bring it forward. 

At the village of Gopalpur, attached to his estate of Kowario, was a 
temple of r-he Bagrawuts, a tribe li t tie known, having a shrine of the it 
divinity, who was personified by an image with a tiger V s (&<'./, head. “Ho 
invoked hi * support on this occasion, when the deoto threw him tlm flu\vei5 


* lu my days of moxpt'rio'u'e, when trvelling through countries 
i-.iko the lirst peasant i found as a guide. I have boon amused by hi 
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in his hand, and desired him to carry it to his sovereign.” He did so, and 
the Rana’s faith was too great to dispute the miracle. What honours could 
suffice lor the man who had perfo-raed the most meritorious service to his 
prince iu former transmigrations j Mvbnq^ ‘ask,’ was the sign of grace and 
favour. Singram’s request was governed by moderation ; it was for Lawah 
and its lands, which adjoined his estate at Kovvario. 

The Rana being yet a minor, and the queen-mother at the head of 
: tV. ir3, ho hastened to her to be released from the debt of gratitude. But 
Jbawah, unluckily, was held by herself • and although she was not heretic 
enough to doubt the miraculous tale, she thought the Dodeah might have 
selected any other land but her’s, and testily replied to her son’s request* 
that “he might give him Mewar if he cho^e.” Displeased at this unaccom¬ 
modating tone, the prince quickly rejoined, “Mewar shall be his then/’ Tho 
word of a prince is sacred ; he sent fur Singram, and thus addressed him . 
I uive you Mewar for the space of three days; make the best use of your 
time ; my arsenals, my armouries, my treasury, my stables, my throne and its 
ministers, are at your command/’ The tmnporary Rana availed himself of 
this large power, and conveyed to his estate whatever he had a mind to. 
During the abdication, Sirdar held his court, though lie had too much tact 
actually to pr-ss the cushion of his master * but seated himself on one side ol 
the vacant throne, attended by all the nobles, fully impressed with the san¬ 
ctity of tho individual who had attained such distinction. On the third day, 
the queen-mother sent her son the patent for Lawah ; and on the .ouitn, 
the Dodeah surrendered the sceptre, . . t 

With tho wealth thus acquired, he erected a castle in his domain of 
Lawah, on which he expended nine lakhs of rupees, about £100,000. Ho 
formed a lake ; and a single bc&ori or reservoir, in the fort, cost another lakh. 
H - built a splendid palace, whose china and mirror halls are still the theme of 
encomium. These were greatly by an explosion of a powder-magazine, which 
threw down half the fortress that had taken twenty years to complete ; and 
though it underwent considerable repairs, it lost much of its splendour, winch 
i he guns of Hoi car aided to diminish : but the castle of Lawah is still one ot 
the finest in Mewar, Sirdar Sing had also a grant of one of the royal mahlH 
or palaces of Oodipoor, erected on the margin of the lake, after the model 
of tho .I i.grounder.* Although it now belongs to the chief of Amait, it is only 
jreeo uized as the Dodeah-ca-mahl; but its halls are the dwelling of the bat 
and the owl • tho burr has taken root in its light airy porticos, and ns walls 
h iv every direction but the perpendicular. Sirdar livod twenty years after 
the erection of Lawah ] he died in S. V 3* (A. D. 1782 ), leaving one son, the 
hmr of his honouia and estates. Throughout his long life, ho lost no i - Hum 
of tho respect paid to his early years ; but with him the name of Dodeah 
nmaiu sunk into obscurity, or lived but as a memento of the instability or 
fortune. It was this son who when driven from Lawah by Si- gram bing 


JoriuwJ. J-0 was a'/' 1 ” -■. . y 

Sukf.awnl. had no place of shelter, and died in indigence and obscurity, -Mf* 
S o r , . ._j;... m I.-.>ii) of Sirdar, anil great grandson of the ‘rocket of the moon ) is 
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wag rated at. twenty-three thousand rupees of annual rent, while Kowa- 
rio has reverted to the fisc. The lake of Lawah, which irrigates some thou* 
•sand acres of rice-land, aiono renders it one of the most desirable of the soo md- 
ary estates of MeWar% Singram’s children being all murdered in tho foud 
of Seogurh, be was succeeded by Jey Sing (son of Sco Sing, his Second bro¬ 
ther), who was received as kkola, or son of doption, by all the retainers oi 
La wall. While Singrum Sing lived, no subdivision oi allotments took place ; 
all to use the words of Maun Sing, “ato out of one dish and his cvi; 
father Nahur, who had aided in the enterprise, having by a similar coup . 
main secured the estate of Buuwuit for himself, no necessity for such part.it :: 
existed. But Bunwuil belonging to the fisc, to which it reverted on the 
restoration of order in A,D. 1818, young Maun had no alternative i 1 .. . 
'turn round on Jey Sing, the adopted heir of Sin gram, and demand hit. i 
or share of the lands of Lavrah, in virtue of the right of joint acquisition, md 
as a younger brother. Jey Sing refused i but custom prevailed and (he village 
of Jaetpoorah, of fifteen hundred rupees’ annual revunue, was bestowed upon 
the 90n of Nahur Sing. So long as Maun Sing performed his duties to hi; 
chief, his share of Lwah was irresumeablo and inalienable; herioe the stul born 
tenacity ot the chiefs of their share in tho patrimonial acres, even when hold¬ 
ing largely, but separately, of the crown, since of the latter, caprice or intri¬ 
gue may deprive them , but their own misconduct a' y can forfeit theif 
bapota. The simple deed of conveyance will better establish this point * 
“Maharao Sri Jey Sing, plighting his faith (buchunae(o). 

“At this time, Brother Maun Sing, I bestow upon thee, of my Own i.oe 
will, tho village and lands of Jaetpoorah, This donative shall not look to 
ranferoos : au-poot, cu>~poot :* your issue shall enjoy them. Of this intention 
I call the four armed divinity ( Chatoorbhoj ) as witness. You are my o n 
child (chooroo): wherever and whenever I order, you will do my service ii 
you fail, the fault be on your own head,” 

Whether Maun Sing, failed in his duty to his superior, 01 otherwise, 
Jaetpoorah was resumed ; and having in vain endeavoured to obtain justice 
through the ministers, he came to me to solicit attention to his case. With 
the resumption of Khyroda, his brother, tho chief of Lawah, lost half his no¬ 
minal income ; and it may therefore be conjectured ho would not be alow to 
listen to any charge against Maun, by which he mi*zht get back his allotments 
On my departure for Manvar, in August i850, ho had written to me to bay 
that Jey Sing had summoned him to evacute Jaetpoorah. In my toply, i 
caid, it was a matter for the Rana alone to decide. He accordingly wont to 
court, and failing there, followed me;but, as at my desire he bad been appoint¬ 
ed to head the quotas on the Sadri frontier, and had performed thi? duty 
very negligently, I received him coolly * this, ho voter, only ;-a\ e additional 
eagerness to his defence, as he assigned strong personal reasons for iho neg¬ 
lect* But the son of 4 thc tiger* ( Nahur Sing ) shall speak for himself. Let 


the reader imagine a young man of twenty 
athletic figure and chivalrous demeanour, hi 
independent with those indispensable appendages to a Ri 
visage, well trimmed favoris and mouatach&t and aimed at all 
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prcLmareher ( S eem-iswar), Maun Sing, Having presented his patent for 
my perusal, he continued : “Had I failed in my obligations to my brother, he 
would have been justified in this step ; but since you took Bumvull from me, 
my retainers, at his back, equalled his own in numbers; what right there¬ 
fore had he to resume Jaetpoorah? When Singram Sing died, Lawah was in my 
hands: who could have prevented my keeping it had it been ray pleasure. The 
son oi Nahur Sing would have been preferred by the vassals of Singram to 
one they had never even seen ; but 1 respected his rights though even now he 
could not forcibly dispossess me. When the Thakoor of Annait, on his way to 
court, beat his drums on the bounds of Lawah, did I not assemble my retain¬ 
ers and avenge the insult to ray chief? My head was Jey Sing’s,—that is with 
th* kangrus ( battlements ) of Lawah : but he never could have dared to take 
Jaetpoorah, had not respect for the chief of Lawah, respect for the Rama, and 
for you, made me passive. Only bid me retake it and I am not the son of 
Nahur Sing if he keeps it a day. Its little castle, erected by these hands, shel¬ 
tered my wife arid children, who now expelled from my patrimony, arc com¬ 
pelled to seek refuge elsewhere. The lands assigned me in lieu of Brinwull 
are waste. For every rupee 1 can hope to derive from them, I must expend 
one and on Jaetpoorah alone could I raise any funds. Reckoning on this, F 
paid my fine of two thousand five hundred rupees for my putta (grant), and 
from if; oroduce I looked to maintain my family and followers until the thst 
should be made productive. When I lost this support, my creditors assailed 
me: to satisfy thorn, I sold all I bad of value even to my wife s jewels and the 
horse you saw me ride when I came to meet you at Gangapur. I laid my 
cm . before Pr-ithm-nath , and here is his reply, deciding in ray favour, I repre¬ 
sented it through Jawandas (a natural brother of the Rana), and five hundred 
• upees were demanded and agreed to by me, provided hucltun (security) was 
given me of success. The Bikaneri-jPs* was given ; but the purse of the 
Thakoor of Jaetpoorah is not so long as the chieftain of Law ah's, and one 
thousand rupees, offered by him made his the juste cause ! It is this that 
makes mo negligent of my duty: this which incited the Pathans to carry off 
ihy little harvest from Salairoh ; and Bhairawif is still in the hands of tlv* for¬ 
esters. Here is my case: If I demand aught that is not just, or that is con¬ 
trary f.o usage, deal with me as you please. There is Futteh Sing, who holds 
in separate grant from the Rana an estate of thirty thousand rupees ; but u3 a 
younger brother of Bheendir, he enjoys five thousand from his brother ; and 
Ajeit Sing of Ahsind, though richer than his immediate head of Ivorabur, yet, 
ns fhe Bun^of tXrjoon Sing, holds his allotment (bhut) from him ; but you know 
, 1 this, whv should I repeat it ? Here the Thakoor concluded, without anv m- 

i rr .ption being given to hi-? animated harangue, the interest of which was 

,(]ny h ? natural eloquence, and his manly but modest deportment, 
j r,« i,. a noble specimen, not of his tribe alone but of the human character. 
Hi; appeal wig irresistible and would almost have carried conviction of its 
jusr.ire ov u to those who could not have understood his tongue. Still it was 
p: steel myself against impulses : and I recommended as the best 

too l ' n\ enabling mo to advocate his caus'% that he should repair to his post, 

ii ,d 3 Publish frc'ih claims to his sovereings regard by punishing an atrocious 
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in all probability his absence had occasioned. With the gift of a 
brace of pistols and the usual leave-taking hint of utr-pm , Maun Sing quitt- 
ed my tent. 

And now for the melancholy occurrence which preceded that of f ho young 
Suktawut. On the borders of Little Sadri, where the quotas are pasted, i: a 
mountainous tract covered with deep forest, the abode of the half-savage 
Meenas and Bhils. Mixed with them are the estates of some vassal chiefs, 
whose duty it is to repress their excesses; but, in such times as wo have 
described, they more frequently instigated them to plunder, receiving a share 
of the spoils. Amongst the foremost in this association was the steward of 
Kalakote. At the foot of a pass leading into the wilds of Chuppun was the 
hamlet of Becleo, occupied by a Rahtore Rajpoot, who had snatched from the 
mountainside a few beeghas of land, and, dug some wells to irrigate the amble 
patches about his cot. With severe toil he raised a subsistence for himself, 
his wife, and an only son, who was to inherit this patrimony Returning 
homewaids one day, after his usual labour, he was met by his wailing 
help-mate; she said the savage Bhil had rifled his cot, and with the cattlo 
carried off their prop, their only child, and at the same time a young t r »gi, 
his play-mate. The afflicted father spake not a word, but loading bis match 
lock, took the road to Kalakote. What was his horror when, at the entrance 
of the village, he stumbled over the headless bodies of his boy and hiv young 
companion ! He learned that the savages belonged to the lordship of Kr!a- 
kota; that having conveyed the children from their home upon the 
cattle they had stolen, tiiey were entering the place, when tho young 
Rahtore, recognizing the steward, called out, “.Save mo, uncle, and my 
father will ransom me at your own price l” This was the object for which bo 
had been abducted ; but those words proved that the steward was known to 
be the author of the outrage, and they were the last the child spoke. With 
this intelligence, the wretched father entered the ‘black-castle 1 (Kahkot-.), in 
quest of the steward. Fie denied all participation in the abduction or th<> 
murder; and commiserating the Rah tore’s misfortune, offered him four times 
the number of cattle he had lost, twice tho amount of all his other losses, and 
to pay double the sum of mirkhea , or money expended in tho search'. “Oau 
you give me back my non?” wa3 the*only reply: “I want justice and vengeance, 
not money. I could have taken it in part,” continued he; “foe whuc is life 
now { but let it fall on/all.” 

No attempt at consolation could diminish the father s grief but in 
promising him my aid to realize his vengeance, 1 gave him hop* go cling to 
and on handing him over to Maun Sing, saving his own suit would b : - ’best- 
promoted by the imprisonment of all concerned in this outrage, he quoted me 
with some mitigation of his grief. But before he left my camp, tidings arriv¬ 
ed that the chief culprit was beyond the reach of man; that the Great Avoiig.v 
had summoned to his own tribunal the iniquitous steward of Kalukeio! Fiv n 
in these regions of rapine, where the blood of man and of go:us ?s held in 
almost equal estimation, ther* was something in tho wild grir of the Rihloio 
that sunk into the hearts of the vassals of Kalakote : they upbraided the ste¬ 
ward, and urged him to oonfess the share he had in the deed. But lie sworn 
‘by hi<s God’ he had none, and offered o ratify tho oath of purgation in his 
temple. Nothing less would satis 1 ’; * m, and. they proceeded to who ordeal 
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^4mptc wrs but a few hundred yard, distant. The steward moonteit 
horse, and had just reached the ahnne, when he dropped dead ^ 

held I It caused a deep sensation: and to the vengeance of an offend 

divinity was ascribed this signal expiation of the triple crime of theft, murd , 
»i 7 )d sncviloB'e Tb.TH now only -remain the Tb*»se accomplices of the wi t 
Who iTM With the liberty of his feilow-men, and I **«££ 
to 800 them suspended on the summit of the beeleo pa.s, - «• L ^ 

the now childless Kahtore, and a warning to others who yet follow such 

a course. 


CHAPTER III. 

Hwv'un .—TAe solitude of this fine district.—Caused by the Mejkraittu 
their mei claries.—Impolicy of our conduct toicards the Uakrattas 
Antiquities of Moncun.—Tradition 0 / the foundation and *»£«?*”* of 
the ancient city—Inscriptions.—Jam temple— Game.—Attack by a 

tiqcr _ Sudden chanae of the weather.— Destructive frost.-Legend, of a 

tern lb of Mama deva.—Important inscription.—Distress of the peasant- 
rv-QratX of the people to the anthor.-Nekoomp-Oppression of 
the P^s.-MM-^nhabited by Charuns.-Reception of the 
author—Curious privileoe of the Charunis.—Its origin.—Traditional 
account of the settlement oj this colony in Mewar.—Imprecation j 
satis —The taiidas or caravans.—Their immunity from plunder ana 
c’UO'rtion.—Neembaira. — Ranikhaira. Indignity fp' 
per of Laisraioun.—Sentence upon the culprit.—I ablet to a Silpi. hecep 
tion at Neemlaira . 

Mormun, February 1st.- Yesterday, Maun Sing took up the who'e of 
mv time with the feuds of Lawah and t.heir consequences It obliged me to 
St n order to Ske inquiries into the alienated lands in Us vanity. 
M or win* is or rather was a township of some consequence, and head of a 
; or subdivision of a district. It is rated, with its contiguous hamlets 
. n thousand rupees annual rent. The situation is beautiful upor.heights 
“,.„..; n „l v diversified with a fine lake to the westward, whose margin is 
£rf y wi"Lmaest4 tamarind tree. The soil * rich, and there iswat>er 
in oreab abundance within twenty five feet -f »h« surface: but man M 
„.f c . tv |isolation of solitude reigns throughout, for (as Rousseau 
Z: S) itL ? »— t. whom .no car, turn wd »JT. f> *. »'“»* «' 

[ r.«rie.oe<l ..otter png .taring this fertile district wrort t.tte 
ri Art rover ihf savage Pathau, who had caused the desolation, and in the » 
mu/ex 'Sesive words -f a Roman author, solitudinem f ac%t, pacem appeal'd. 
Mm- vun is included in ’he lands mortgaged for a war contribution, but w 
v ith others h'-'i remained in the hands of the Mahratta mortgagees or then 
nn.rce „ ary subordinates. But it is melancholy to reflect ^t buUor a - 
, am.ani-uicy towards our insidious, natural em nues, the Mohrattas 

,,f h W(iu |,i have are verted to their legitimate masters, who are equa iy »n«u 
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nth ourselves in putting down predatory warfare. Justice,good policy, 
humanity, would have been better consulted had the Mahrattas been 
wholly banished fron Central India. When I contrasted this scene with die 
traces of incipient prosperity I had left behind me, I felt a satisfaction that 
the alienated acres produced nothing to the possessor, save luxuriant grass, 
and the leafless kesoola or plas, 

Morwun has some claims to antiquity; it derives its appellation from the 
Mori tribe, who ruled hero before they obtained Cheetore. The ruins of a 
fort, still known by the name of Chitrung Mori’s castle, are pointed out as 
his residence ere he founded Cheetore, or more properly Cheetrore. The tra¬ 
dition runs thus : Chitrung, a subordinate of the imperial house of Dhar, 
held Morwun and the adjacent tract, in appanage. One of his subjects, 
while ploughing, struck the share against some hard substance, and on exami¬ 
nation found it was transmuted to gold. This was tho parisputtur ,* or 
'philosopher’s stone/ and he carried it forthwith to his lord, with whose aid 
be erected the castle, and enlarged the town of Morwun, and ultimately 
founded Cheetore. The dhoolkote , or site of Mori-ca-puttun, is yet pointed 
out, to the westward of the present Morwun. It was miraculously destroyed 
through the impieties of its inhabitants by fire, which fate recalls a more 
celebrated catastrophe; but the act of impiety in the present case was incrrv 
ly seizing a risAi, or ‘hermit/ while performing penance in the forest, and 
compelling him to carry radishes to market! The tradition, however, is of 
some value; it proves, first, that there were radishes in those days ; and 
secondly, that volcanic eruptions occured in this region. Oojein-Ahar, in the 
valley of Oodipoor, and the lake of which is said in some plaoes to be atac, 
‘deeper than plummet sounded/ is another proof of some grand commotion of 
nature. Morun boasts of three mandiras , or temples, one of which is dedi 
catod to Sehesnaff, tho thousand-headed hydra which supports the globe. 
Formerly, saffron was the meet offering to this king of reptiles-, but be is 
now obliged to b content with ointment of sandal, produced from tho over 
green, which is indigenous to Mevvar. 

Having heard of an inscription at the township of Unair, five miles 
distant, to the south-west, I requested my old guru to take a ride and copy 
it. It was of modern date,-merely, confirming the lauds of'Unair to the 
Brahmins. The tablet is in the temple of Chain rrbhoaja (the four-armed 
divinity), built and endowed by Rana Singram Sing in S. 1570 (A,D. 1 34*‘>; 
to whose pious testament a codicil is added by Rana Juggut Sing, S. 1791, 
imprecating an anathema on the violator of it. There was also engraved 
upon one of the column voluntary gift, from the village-council of Unair 
to the divinity, of the first fruits of each harvest ; "liz. two and a-hal f seers 
from each kulla, or heap, of the spring crops, and the same of tho autumnal. 
The date, S. 1845 (A.D. 1789), shews that it was intended to propitiate che 
deity during tho wars of Mewar. 

Directly opposite, and very near the shrine of the ‘four-armed/ is a small 
Jain temple, erected, in S. 1774, to cover an image of the great pontiff, 
ParswanaoL, founded in digging near thi^ spot. Here at every step are 
rdios of past ages. 


In the Sanscrit piitvr, xlone, rock ; we nearly the *>• 


f Grt 


WHlST/fy, 



PEESONAI. KASBATIVR 


<SL 


February 2d. —An accident has compelled another halt at Morwun. The 
morning was clear and frosty, not a cloud in the sky, and we rose with the 
sun ; my kinsman, Captain Waugh, to try bis Arab at a nilgac, and myself to 
bag a few of the large rock pigeons which are numerous iiboufc Morwun. My 
friend, after a hard run, had drawn blood from the elk, and was on the point 
of spearing him effectually just as he attained a thick part of the jungle, 
•which not heeding, horse and rider came in contact with a tree, and were 
dashed with violence to the ground. There he lay insensible, and was 
brought home upon a ckarpae } or cot, bv the villagers, much burnised, but 
fortunately with no broken bones, A leech was not to be had in any of the 
adjacent villages ; and the patient complaining chiefly of the hip-bone, wo 
could only apply emollients and recommend repose. I returned with no 
game except one or two black partridges and batten-quail. The rock-pigeon, 
or lur teetur, though unaccustomed to the fowler, were two wild for me to 
g' ; it shot at them. Tho bird bears no analogy to the pigeon, but has all 
the rich game plumage of the teetur , or partridge, in which name the 
ornithologist of the west will see the origin of tetrao . There are two specie 
of this bird in India, one much smaller than the common partridge ; that of 
which 1 > eak is much larger, and with the peculiarity of being feathered to 
the foe. I have since discovered it to be the counterpart of a bird in the 
museum at Chambury, called ‘barteveldt des Alpes •/ the ptarmigan of the 
highlands of Scotland. The male has exactly these redundant white feathers * 
while that I saw in Savoy was a richly-plumaged female bur-teetur. 

Our annual supply of good things having reached us this morning, wo 
were enjoying a bottle of some delicious Burgundy and ‘La Rose’ after din- 
mr, when we were roused by violent screams in the direction of the village. 
We were all up in an instant, and several men directed to the spot. Our spe¬ 
culations on the cuuso were soon set at rest by the appearance of two 
burewas ( messengers ), ami a lad with a vessel of milk on his head. For 
thL daily supply they had gone several miles, and had nearly reached tho 
when having outwalked the boy, they were alarmed by his vociferations, 
“oh unde let go—let go—I am your child, uncle, let me go!” They thought 
the bov mad, and it being very dark, cursed bis uncle, and desired him io make 
haste ; but the same wild exclamations continuing, they ran back, and found 
a huge tiger hanging to his tattered cold-weather doublet. The Intrca.rras 
attacked tin beast most manfully with their javelin-headed sticks, and adding 
their sc roan s to his, soon brought tho whole village men, women, and children, 
armed with all sorts of missiles, to the rescue ; and it was their di-mordant 
ye|Ia that made us exchange our good fare for the jungles of Morwiiu. 

Tho lord of the black rock/ for such is the designation of the tiger, was 
one of the most ancient bourgeois of Morwun ; his freehold is Kala-pahar bet¬ 
ween this and Mugurwar, and his reign for a long series of years has been un¬ 
molested, notwithstanding his numerous act* of aggression oti his bovine sub 
jw.tr- • in d 
longing fi 
of one of 
bow nor i 
ance, it ; 
being ont 


1 , only two nights before, he was disturbed gorging on a buffalo be- 
i poor oilman of Morwun. W helher this tiger was an incarnation 
ie Morilords of Morwun, tradition does not say ; but-neither gnu. 
vr. had ever been raised against him. In return for this form at 
said he never preved upon man or if he 
&ted with the code 


upon man or if 
g epithet of mev 


seized one, would, up 
wo or uncle let go his ho 
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_ Mis accounted for the little ragged urchin using a phrase which aimost 
prevented the hurcarras returning to his rescue. 

February 3rd.—Another halt for our patient, who is doing well, and 
greatly relieved by the application of leeches obtained form Neem bairn. What 
a night! the clouds which had been alternately collecting and dispersing ever 
since we left Marwar, in December last, but had almost disappeared as wo 
commenced our present march, again suddenly gathered. The thermometer, 
which had averaged 41° at daybreak throughout the last month, this morning 
rose to 60 5 On the 1st, the wind changed to the south, with showers, where 
it continued throughout yesterday;but during the night it suddenly veered io 
the north, and the thermometer at daybreak was 28°, or four degrees below 
the freezing point. Reader, do you envy me my ton vin de Bourgogne et murail- 
les de coton , with not cv*m a wood fire labouring under a severe pulmonary 
affection, with work enough for five men ! Only throe days ago, the thermome¬ 
ter was 86° at noon, and to day it is less at noon than yesterday at daybreak : 
even old England, with all her vicissitudes of weather, can scarcely show so 
rapid a change.as this. 

Ill-fated Mo war 1 all our hopes are blasted ; this second visitation has 
frustrated all our labours. The frost of December, which sunk the mercury to 
27° as we passed over the plains of Marwar, was felt throughout Rajwarra, and 
blighted every pod of cotton. All was ‘‘burnt up,.” but our poor exiles com¬ 
forted themselves, amidst the general sorrow, with the recollection that 
young gram was safe. But even this last hope has now vanished : all is nip¬ 
ped in the bud. Had it occurred a month ago, the young plant would have 
b on headed down with the sickle and additional blossoms would have ap¬ 
peared. I was too unwell to ride out and see the ravages caused by thr 
frost. 


February 4?th—-Our patient is doing so well, that we look to moving to¬ 
morrow. Thermometer 28 c at daybreak, and 3i°atsunris with a keen 
cutting wind horn the north. Ice closed the orifice of the meshe Ic, or leathern 
water-bag. Even the shallow stream near the leiUshad a pellicle of ioo on its 
surface : our peopl huddling and shivering round their fires of bojra sticks 
ami the cattle of all classes looking very melancholy. 

My Yidl friend re turned from P.ulode, where I had sent h to copy an 
in: " iption in a temple d dicated to Alama-deva, the mother of ge-'ah • but ho* 
was disapp. inted, and hrouhgt bock only the following traditional legend. The 
shrine, erected by a wealthy Jain disciple, was destined to receive the image, 
of oio ofth ir onfcirfs. but on : rg completion, Mama-deva appear<.d in propria, 
prmona to the founder, and expressed so strongly her desire to inhabit it, ihut 
tic ae he was, he c t deny the goddess’ suit. He stoutly refused ho\v» 
ev’-r, to violat e the rules of his order :‘‘by my hands th blood neither of gouu 
or buffaloes can be shed/* said the Jain. But,grateful for he , * niasion that a 
niche should be set apart for her suroop (form), she told ; <j tbo Soni 

gurra chief ot Oheefeorft, who would attend to the- rites • J sac rim The good 
Jain, with easy faith, did as he was commanded, and m> clang anoth'r temple, 
sue ceded • ' length in . nshrining Parswanath. Mv old friend, how^vvr dis 
covered in a temple to MaUvji tho universal mother, an inscriptionf great ita 
porfcance, as it fixes he period of one of the most cons pic u us kings of tho Sol¬ 
an ki dynasty of Nehrvalla, or correc ly, Auhulwarra Pultun ‘ and, in conjum* 
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'tionwifch another of the same prince (which I afterwards discovered in CheO* 
tor- ) -’i -o bearing the very same date* demonstrates that the Solanki hai 
actually made a conquest of the capital of the Gehlotes The purport is sim¬ 
ply that “KomarpalSolanki and his son Sohunpal^,.^^the month^of Pous (the 


preciLT^daylUegibie^ s” 1207 winter of A. D*. ll$l), came to worship the 
Universal Mother in her shrine at Palode.”f The Sseesoi 


Universal Mother m ner snnne av xamua. i_ Seesodias try to get rid of 

this difficulty by saying, that during the banishment of komarpal by ..idraj, 

„o " only enjoyed sima {Age) at Gbeetore but held the post of prime minis- 
ter to llawul Samara!, the fmtd and brother i,-law 

Ddbi* but the inscription (given in the fust volume), whic.i I f>un . 
ternnle built by Lakha Rana, is written in the style of a conqueror, ‘ who 
planted- his standard even in Salpur’ the city of the , Gete ” ‘ n c c UnJ ' 

At all events it is one more datum in the history of Rajpootana, 

took a rid* over the heights of Morwun, a wild yet fairy scene, with the P< 
than or tableland bounding the perspective to the east. T 5°. d ^" s “ re 
ef i w ; t ii the most luxuriant grasses, and the dhalc or pfas dried by the w y 
uJ l S sc ”chod by the lightning, faintly brought to .mud the poet s simile 

We entered a village m ruins, whose neem trees bid . siJe9 of 

‘thorny babeol’ (miniosa ArabuM) grows luxuriant y » a f ;in tasti 

the walls, and no hand invades the airy nest of the » n “ n 

cally pendent from tho slenderest branches. No trace of the p - 
but evidence that he has been here. The ground was covered wit:h hoar 
„ 1 the little stream seated with ice. Many a heay 

*s2rsx 

since, ho returned, after many years of exile, to thehapotes, theln , ^ 

without funds, without food, or even the implements tor obte g o j 

been labouring as a serf in other lands, but he heard of peace in 
same back t,o the paternal acres, which had beena . 8 ^ teIv following the 
share since he was driven from his cot m S 18 , 44 ’th- of 

battle of Hurkea-KhU, when the Southron completed th. bon ^ ^ 

if ewar What could he do ? his well was dried np, and ltn t, , 

: *toM«aeaSeld ol wheat or barley. Bat Mere.,., akiedmoh', 

’ ,1* Jdell her cliunna or.,, without water. To llr. W- £-$> 
i K . r,i- 0 ,ni 3 -d one fifth of the produce for the neeessary seed and th ® , 

SMS "arLe Of rerdorf .0 the » 

r:S! « 


"T i» «*>“ wub 

ii,a Btatuca at Kgypt, 


|iiS«ril>Li«"» oo tlio K--i. or- 
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MSlgfn'r his bands in the bitterest anguish ! This is no ideal picture • it 
is one to be found in every village of Me war. In this favoured soil, there is 
as much of chiinm in the ritbbee harvest as of wheat and barley conjoined, 
and in the first crop sown in bunjur , or soil long sterile, wheat and chuunu 
are sown together. It is a sad blow to the exiles ; though happily in the 
crown-lands their distress will be mitigated, as these are rented on leases of 
five years, and the renters for their own sakes must be lenient, and moreover 
they are well watched. 

" January 6th. —Still halting ; our patient very well, though he feels his 
bruises: but we shall put him on an elephant to-morrow. The jealousy of 
the Mahratta had hitherto prevented the inhabitants from fulfilling their 
desire to come and visit me ; but to-day, the elders forming the jr > '/< t, 
heading the procession, they came en masse . r lhc authorities need not have 
feared exposing the nakedness of the land, which is too visible ; but they 
apprehended the contrast of their condition with our poor subjects, who 
were at least unmolested in their poverty. It was a happiness to learn that 
this contrast was felt, and as the Patel presented to me an engaging little 
child, his daughter, he said,‘'let net our misfortunes be our faults; wo all 
belong to Mcwar, though we are not so happy as to enjoy your protection and 
care/’ I assured him, that although under the Toork, I should look 
them as my children, and the subjects of the Ran a ; and I have had it in 
mv power tp redeem this pledge-for, strange to say, even Ameer Khan* 

Ci hing that the prosperity of the subject is that of the prince, has command 
cd his governor of Neembafra to consult me in every thing, and has ( yen 
guie so tar us to b^g I would consider the place as under my authority i 
Already, following our example, he has reduced the transit duti 3 nearly one 
half, and begins to think the fringi notions of economy better than his own, 
his loss having proved a gain. 

1 TcJcoomp, January 7th i eleven miles.—Midway, passed through Cluv 
koorla, a village belonging to Meer Khan. Nekoomp is a tnlookot Jawud, 
which with Mundipen was held by the Pindarri freebooter, Fazil, while 
Jeswuni Raw Ehao held them in ja?dad. They are now leased to a Pundit 
by the Hakim of Jawud, which, latter is assigned by Sindia to his father in¬ 
law, iho Senapati. Nekoomp is a good village, but more than two third »i v 
populatod, and the renter is prevented from being lenient, as ho experit ueea 
no mercy himself. Notwithstanding they have all been suffering as wo have 
from this frost, an assessment is now levying. One poor fellow said io me, 
<l I returned only three months agd from, ex do, ami I had raised the n ud- 
walls of my hut two feet, when my wife died, leaving me to take cm* - ci a 
bov eight years of age, rind to get bread for both. If the vails v ci tvo 
h ot higher, I would cov-r it in ; but though I have not a toot of land, : ,y 
roofless half-finished cot is assessed .a rupee arid a half ’ a gift of two rupees 
mode him happier than his Hakim ! 

The country is beautiful, the soil rieh, and water, as already mentioned; 
about twenty-five feet from the surface. We are now in the region of the 
flower sncrecl to 1 gloomy Dis,” tin.* accursed poppy, Tho crop ieoks miaa'- 
able from the ffO$fc, hut those patches within the influence of the wells are part ¬ 
ly saved by tho fields being inundated, which.expedient is always sueoe^- 
ful upon auch visitations, if applied with judgment. The'fountains toufltH 
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Sadri lay twelve miies south coming from Pratabgurh, and ranging 
saloombra and Oodipoor, where they commingle uith the giant AravallL 
Murlah t January Sth : seven miles.— Crossed two ridges running north¬ 
ward to Bhadairir. The intervening valleys, as usual, fertile, with numerous 
villages, but alienated to the southern Goths or the partizan Pathan. Passed 
many largo townships, formerly in the fisc of Mewar, as Baree, Binotab, 
Bumboreo, $c. la tb<* distance, saw ‘‘the umbrella of the earth / ” the far- 
famed Oheetorc. Murlah is an excellent township, inhabited by a coimnu- 
nity of Charuns, of ihe tribe Cucholeah, who are Bunjarris (carriers) by 
profession, though poets by birth. The alliance is a curious one, and would 
appear incongruous, were not gain the object generally in both cases. It was 
the sanctity of their office which converted our bardais inf obunjarris, for their 
(Arsons b ing sacred, the immunity extended likewise to their goods, and 
saved them from all imposts ; so that in process of time they became the frea- 
tradeis of Rajpootana. 1 was highly gratified with the reception I received 
from the community, which collectively advanced to me at tome distance from 
the town. The procession was headed by the village-band, and all the fair 
Cliarunis, who, as they approached, gracefully waved their scarfs over me, 
"... til I was fairly made captive by the muses of Murlah 1 It was a novel and 
interesting scene : the manly persons of the Charuns, clad in the flowing 
white robe, with the high loose folded turban inclined on one 3ide, from 
which the mala r or chaplet, was gracefully suspended ; the naiques, or lead¬ 
ers, with their massive necklaces of gold, with the immage of the pitriswur 
(h i ? 3 , depending therefrom, gave the whole an air of opulence and dignity. 
The females were uniformly attired in a skirt a dark brown camlet, having a 
Oodciiec of light coloured staff, with gold ornaments worked into their fine 
black hair ; and all had the favourite chooris, or rings of hati-dant (elephant^ 
toothcovering the arm, from the wrist to the elbow, and even above it. 
Never was there a uobler subject for the painter in any age or country * it 
was ono o hich Salvator Rosa would have seized, full of picturesque contiasts i 
the ric i > -t k tints of the female attire harmonizing with the white garments 
of their husbands ; but it was the mien, the expression, the gestures, denot¬ 
ing that though they paid homage they expected a full measure in return. 
And they had it : for if ever there was a group which bespoko respect for the 
natural dignity of man and bis consort, it was the Cbarun community of 
Murlah. 

t t vvas not until the afternoon, when the naiquies again came to see 
me at my camp, that I learned the full value of my escape from the milken 
bonds of the f iir Charunis. This community had enjoyed for five hundred 
years the privilege of making prisoner any Rana of Mewar who may pass 
through Murlah, and keeping hirn in bondage until he gives them a gote, or 
entertainment ; and their chains are neither galling, nor the period of 
captivity, being thus in the hands of the captivated, very long^ The patri¬ 
arch tol l me that T was in jeopardy, as the Rana’s representative ; but not 
knowing howl might have relished the joke, had it been carried to it* 
conclusion, they let me escape, though they lost a feast by it. But I told 
them I was too much delighted with old customs not to keep up t ■••is ; and 
burnedLt- ly money to the ladies wiub my respects, and a request that 
they would hold their gate (feast). The patriarch and hia subordinate n ( -i- 
<jue* and their sons remained with me to discourse on the olden tme. 
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The founders of this little colony accompanied Rana Hamir from Qu 3 - 
zerat in the early part of his reign, nd although five centuries have elapsed, 
they have not parted, with one iota of their nationality or their privileges 
since that period : neither in person, manner, or dress, have they anv thing 
analogous to those amidst whom they dwell. Indeed, their air is altogether 
foreign to India, and although they have attained a place, and that a high 
one, amongst the tribes of Hind, their affinity to the ancient Persian is strik¬ 
ing ; the loose robe, high turban, and flowing beard, being more akin to the 
figures on the temples of the Quebres than to any thing appertaining to the 
Charburrun , or four classes of the Hindus. But I must give the tale ac¬ 
counting for their settlement in Me war, Rana Hamir, so celebrated in the 
history of Mewar, had a leprous spot on his hand, to remove which he made 
a pilgrimage to the shrine of Hinglaz, upon the coast of Mekran, the division 
Oritx of Arrian’s geography. He had reached the frontiers of Cutch Bhooj, 
when alighting near a tanda, or encampment of Charuns, a young damaei 
abandoned the meal she was preparing, and stepped forward to hold the 
stranger’s steed. Thanking her for her courtesy, he jocosely observed that 
he wished his people had as good a breakfast as she was preparing, when 
she immediately made an offering of the contents of tho vessel ; on’ which 
Hamir observed, it would go but a short way to satisfy so many h ungry 
mouths. “Not if it pleased Hinglaz-ji,” she promptly replied ; and placing 
the food before the Rana and his train, it sufficed for all their wants. A 
liocle well, which she excavated in the sand, was soon filled with a copious 
supply of water, which served to quench their thirst. It wes evident in¬ 
terposition of the goddess of Hinglaz in favour of this her royal votary. He 
returned from her shrine cured and the young Charuni’a family were induced 
to accompany him to Mewar, where he bestowed upon them the lands of 
Murlah, with especial immunities in their mercantile capacity : and aa a 
perpetual remembrance of the miraculous feast, permission was granted to the 
Dharuni damsels to make captive of their sovereign as related above. 

The colony, yvhich now consists of some thousands of both sexes, present¬ 
ed an enigma to our young Englishmen, who think “all black fellows alike/ 
and equally beneath notice: it was remarked how comfortable they looked 
in house and.person, though there was not a vestige of cultivation around 
their habitations. The military policy of the troubled period accounts for 
<tho first ; and a visit to the altars of Murlah will furnish the cause of (he 
neglect of the agrarian laws of Mewar. As the community increased in num¬ 
bers, the subdivision of lands continued, according to the customs of Cutch 
until a dispute regarding limits prod,ur d a civil war. A ferocious comlmfc 
ensued, when tho wives of the combatants who were slain ascended tho funer¬ 
al pile ; and to prevent a similar catastrophe, imprecated a curse on whom 
ever from that day shoul i cultivate a field in Murlah ; since which the land 
has lain in absolute sterility . Such is the implicit reverence for the injunc¬ 
tion of a sally ar, this moment of awful inspiration, when about to take knve 
of the world. In Mewar, the mast solemn of all oaths is that 
Malta satb'an-ei an, ‘by the great satis’ is an adjuration fre< 
the royal patents. 

The tanda or caravan, consisting of four thousand bullock 
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quently used in 
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_ratt'i tyranny. The untility of those caravans, as general carriers to 

cion dieting armies, and as regular tax-paying subjects, has proved their safe- 
guar.!, and they were too strong to be pillaged by any petty marauder as 
any one who has seen a Bun jarri encampment will be convinced. They 
encamp in a square ; their grain bags piled over each other breast-high, with 
interstices left for their matchlocks, make uo contemptible fortification. 
Even the ruthless Toork, Jemsliid Khan, set up a protecting tablet in favour 
of the Outruns ol .Murlah, recording their exemption from dbvl < oiltributions, 
and that there sttoukl be no increase in duties, with threats to all who should 
injure the community. As usual, the sun and moon arc appealed to as wit¬ 
nesses of good faith, and sculptured on the stone. Even the forester Bhil 
and mountain Mair have set up tbmr signs of immunity and protection to tho 
c h,,sen o( Hiug&fc ; and the figures of a cow and its koine (Calf), carved m 
rude relief, speak the agreement that they should not bo slam or stolen with¬ 
in the limits of Murlah- 

NccmlaWa : seven miles.—The soil, as usual, excellent ; but from 
Ranikhaira to Neembaira the blue schist at intervals penetrates tho surface, 
and there i- but little superincumbent soil even to the bed of the stream, 
whiou makes an entire di-closure of the rock, over which filows a clear rivulet 
abounding with small fish, amongst which the speckled trout were visible, 
lianikhaira, through which, we passed, is the largest township of tins dis¬ 
trict and was built by the Raui of Ursi Runa, mother of the present ruler oft 
Mo war at whose expense the temple, the Oawari or ‘reservoir,’ and the paved 
sue t w-re constructed. Although in the alienated territory, I had a visit 
from its ciders to complain of an indignity to the community by the Ottngi, 
or scavenger, of L dsrawun, who had killed a hog and thrown it into tho 
reservoir, whose polluted waters being thus rendered unfit for use, the in¬ 
habitants were compelled to get a purer element from the adjacent vidages. 
This />«>curi is about half a mile from the town, and being upon the high¬ 
way, the council iihd train very wisely stopped at the spot where tho nggr; s_ 
ion’had h -ppened: and although the cavalcade of tho Hakim of Neemb ura 
was iu sight,"advancing to welcome me, it was impossible to proceed until 
I heard the whole grievance, when adjured by ''subjects of Me war, and ch ld- 
ren of the liana, though unhappily under the Toork,” to see their wrongs 
redressed. I might not have recorded this incident, but for its Consequence : 
us the hog thrown into the resen oir of B aili-Hai, ‘the royal mother’ ct 
Me war, affords an inst.nce of the extent to which mortgage is carried. 

The Buhinyi*, or scavengers, of Ranikhaira, the very refuse of mankind. 
L>d mortgaged their rights in the dead carcases of their town to a professional 
brother, of La'Sruwun j but, on the return of these halcyon da $ ys, they sw ’r- 
ved from their bond. The chieftain of Laisrawun espoused his vassal’s cause 
Hud oi-ohably pointed out the mode of revenge; One morning, iherefcre, not 
i, , ilio f nw* of Jemsliid of Neembaira before his eyes, the said mortgagee 

fll - v hit pig and albeit but the wreck of a human being, contrived to cost 
hi.-: victim into the pure fountiiin of Queenstown,’ and immediately uc. 01 
'o Dlmendift But what couid be done to a wVetch, who for ortnu. 


• t 


,, ivleads h ,d already suffered the dismemberment of an arm, a ll '£- 
nose s If re is the sentence ! 'To be paraded, mounted on an ass «• 
black cued, with U chaplet of shoes round hi.-, neck, and drummed cu 
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of Ramkhaira i” The fountain is now undergoing purification , and 

> n Vv/v 1 J - A. 1 A. * 1 _ 1 I . 1 


«tr^, t *nf Fi? 11 ^ 601 wafc ® rsar e baled out, it is to be lustrated with the holy 
\ , r and fche ceromoii y will conclude with a q o£ or (S 

of R d a^ bmi S. i8 Pre H i0US * ** 1 ** a F* a? ^ 

ly demonstrates that both publS feSiL7J•“ 0pe ^ b ' elt ' vh ieh pleasing- 

re id on c ThiQ taRlnf =ni P \js a “d public graticudo exist in tiuso 
■ > ii J? * ’ “* "P *7 the council of the town, recorded that KUna 

“ S FI repm all the 

} ’ o llPPrQ ^ ^ t c y,’ f? 1 w kich pious act they guaranteed to him and 

“ tk f U 0r platterS of viands, saffron, oil, 

tra£ st4f 0 ’ S P P H ^ a R Tu ney ’ at r every villa g e f de ‘ Douhtkss such 
in7of Ra nilthaira. I accepted with kindness the offer¬ 

ings—and eltinopt a33&m , bled troupes—a pot of curds and sundry bless- 
Neembaira who fn J°H rne y to meet the impatient cavaliers of 

spear their Well cam 1 i Up ,11 Ulfcei bide, were karowling, with matchlock and 

The Khan was in the centre of the 

ylLT The 0 Khf ^7 r<?gi ? DS ’ Amttr°Khan 

IXL <4hat the ,1 : Vel00mcd me ,‘° Nocmhaira with true Oriental vUucJ, 
iostr&ons o&fe \ R,ld that he had received the “positive 

uponnSfSjlS?^ llSd W 6 - 1 KLan ’ Wh ° se S01| Tn-lavv) to look 
say trn-re than that I wont? n ^ *" acce P tlu g such a trust, I could not 
as if Neembaira were ready n,1^^°“ f? ented itielf - act for hil1 ' 
confidence was not misnl-.r ,1 ‘ ■, \ ‘ 7 vba , n bad reason to • find that his 
the opportunity of Jrom7 ; wbl!e enabled to benefit him, I had also 

alienation (as iJfully delated in the^ 111 7^f-°^ tbe feudatories > who h >’ u,is 

the pale of the pi na ’s mwe^ ThTrV* 7 ' V<?rC r 4 Ced >y°" d 
tents, took ieavp > - P ouei * 4-he Khan after accompanying me to my 

all that concerned fin me a !°. n & lu the evening when we discussed 
matters staS it i! a 7f charge and dm peace of the horde,*. ,\s 

melancholy to* see thi' 77° COnciliate and to promote prosperity ; but it is 
mate a villain as TUepr V7 a, PP ana g e °f Mewar in the hand of so consunv 
obtained tho w '™;! v - aa> a trait °r to his master Jlolcar, for which ho 
and Amber tit/ " ^ , ln .perpetuity’ of many rich-tracts both in Mower 
borne inmi, d wh r IS tbe smallesfc ^vioe in .ctim,. hot this bo 
considerable town wirt. <L /^reckoning comes. Nennbaira is n 

tho 


h 

L 

th 


onsnlerable xvifV. „ ■ . reckoning conns. JNernmura is; 

iigh road between Mai vi QK ^] rr^ ^ 0nec ^cumyallation j and, being on th 
Jpwards of one hundred villages iw ^ ^ ^ 

hree lakhs of rupees, of annual rent attaolled to 16 aud lfc was estimated a 


aG 


CHAPTER IV. 

The Patkar or Table-land of Central India.-View from thence Project of 
a canal.—I to advantages to Mewar.-Ufitt, of further works o the peo¬ 
ple-Traces of superstition in the Yath&r.-Temple of 8ookhdeo-Tte 
Dvto-ca-har or ‘Giant's bone.'—Tho Vira-jhamp, or 'Warriors h^p.— 
plolrttorshiv of the Pathar .-Its products.—The poppy- Pernicious 
effects of its inJasad cultivation. Account of the 
if culture of opium.— Oriainal post of its «•**«**»■,The ^ 

of opium kept pace with the depopulation of idewar. Jonium W 

bionand of manufacture, 

KhantuL — Evil consequences of the use of opium. D j 'j? ){ str ibih 
power to restrict the culture.— Practicability of such a mea ^ 1 ' n0 _ 

• lion of crops.- Impolicy of the government m respect to the opium 

poly. 

Kunairoh, February 13 th : nlne A^^the”torminationof^ our short march 
Mewar was this day disclosed to us. At thei ter x J and n »tural ram- 
.vc ase mded tho Palhar, or plateau of Central I » =A. a j eve i ij ne of its 

part defending Mewar on the be a 

crest so distinct from the pinnacled ArayalU, at once p , tl i3 n0 * 

audit presents from the summit one of the most diversified y , > . 

in a moral, political, of picturesque point of view, that I ^ er beh f C h l 0 h * tory 
the- c~ot the mind’s eve embraces at ouce all the grand theatres ot the myoiy 
S Vi-var Upon our right lays Cheetore, the palladium of Hindmem ; on 
tho west tho gigantic Aravalli, enclosing the new capital, and bh ? ** v 

Tooric’or"MeteSit?Jawud Jeer.on N 

»» j£?A Wj. 

p; ” „ L rr e reservoirs in tho mountains, and studded with towns .which once 

cafewss ^ilBBSSrBz 

My ova embraced the whole line of tho Bains from its °« bl e* at t t& 

' . *' f r , naflsatre within a mile of Cheetore, aud the benefit Iik y 

•7;,r s ;;rse «* rx'zxs* 

opened to tho Rajpoot on ■«”« the trains of ^ 

along oirh merchandize for the capital, exchanged for MM*i gi1 ^ iu 

canal and his field, for many miles on each in Ug'^u* 

,<• ,d of tho cranking Egyptian wheel, as it is called, but which 
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to India, ! If the reader will perceive the great facilities for such an undertake 
t>^ • i • * ^ ere 3ee t ,v0 6 ra, 'd reservoirs within six miles of each other , the 
1 eshol or interna! lake, having an elevation of eighty feet above the external 
one, the Oodisagur, whose outlet forms the Bairis river; but for hich the 
valley of the capital would be one wide lake, and which, for want of proper 
regulation, once actually submerged a third of it. The Peshola may be call¬ 
ed the parent of the othdr, although it is partly fed by tho minor h.ko at the 
villa of Suhailea ca-bari: Both are from twelve to fourteen miles in some pla¬ 
ces thirty-five feet deep, and being fed by tho perennial streams froml tho Ara- 
valli they contain a constant supply of water. From the external lake to 
Cheetore, the fall is so slight that few locks would be required ; and tho soil 
being a yielding one throughout, tho expense of the undertaking would bo 
moderate. There is plenty ot material in the neighbouring hills and forests, 
and by furnishing occupation for the wild population, the’ work would tend 
not a little to reclaim them. But where are the means. Wtih this difficulty 
and the severe blow to our incipient prosperity in this untimely frost, oiu 
schemes dissipate like the mist of the morning. But I cannot relinquish the 
conviction that the undertaking, if executed would not only enable the Rana 
fo pay his tribute, but, to be moro merciful to his subject, for whose welfare 
It is our cheif duty to labour.* 

^ I he summit of the I'athar has a fertile soil, well-watered and 'vellwcod- 
ed, and producing the mango, mowah, and neem ; and were the appearance 
of the crops a criterion, we should sav it was eaual in fertilitv t.n th a W* 
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'tvnt -u-> fhos • who are in search of ‘ease 1 jump from above. This is cafiefi t?>6 
Virc jhamp, or 'warrior’s leap,’ and is made iu fulfilment of vows either for 
temporal or future good, Although most ot the leapers perish, some instance 
■) escape are recorded The love of offspring is said to be the principal mo¬ 
tive to this pious act of saltation $ ami I was very gravely told of one poor 
woman, whose philoprogenitive bump was so great, that she vowed to take 
the leap herself with her issue ; and such, say the legend, \va* her faith, that 
both escaped. A laili, or oilman, was the last jumper of Sookhdeo, and lie 
was no less fortunate ; to him the ‘giant’s bone’ was a bed of roses So much 
for the faith of the oilman of Jawud ! There arc many such Leucotheas 
in this region of romance; that at Oonkar, on the Nerbudda, and the sacred 
mount Girnar, are tho most celebrated. 

Until the last sixty years, the whole of the plateau, as far as the Chum- 
bu! belonged to Mewer; but all, with the exception of Kuneroh, are now in the 
fcaruh of ,Sindh. Kuneaoh is the chief township of a small district of twenty- 
two villages which, l.y the change of events, has fortunately reverted to the 
liana although it was not extricated from the grasp of the Mahrattas withou , 

some (lifiictilcy ; it was taken first, and the right of repossession argued after- 

wards Would we had tried the same process with all the rest of the plat ?a > 
W unhappily they wore rented to J Lalaji Belial a 
ally of old Zalim Sing! But let me repeat, tor the tent, time that oil 
lands are only held by Sindia on mortage for war-contributions, paid ove 
and over again: and when an opportunity occurs, let this be a recoid, and 
tho Palhar west of the Ohumbul be restored to Mewar, 

I was delghtrd to see that the crops of Kuneroh bad only partially .suffer¬ 
ed from tho ravages of the frost of the 3rd, 4th, to 2 S th, which extend over 
JlftJwa and that although the gram was destroyed, the wheat, barley sug- 
r ue and poppy were abundant and little injured ; though we could have 
wished that the last-named pernicious plant, which is anually increasing a 
over these regions, had been sacrificed in lien of the noble crops ot vetenes 

a That the culture of the poppy, to the detriment of more useful husband¬ 
ry is increasing to an extent which demands the strong hand of legHouvc 
restraint must strike the most superficial observer in these r-gions. >> nr, ‘ 
the sumptuary laws of this patriarchal government were in force, a res' 1 amt 
was at the same time imposed on an improvident system of. farming which oi 
course affected the prince, whose chief revenues were derived from t he soil ; 

( ,„c of the Agrarian laws of Mewar was, that there should be to each cl 
,, M or si:in of laud, only one beegha of opium, and the same quantity of cane, 
with the usual complement of corn. But the feverish e xcit«-ment produced 
by our monopoly of the drug has extended its culture in every direction , an 
( 'van in tracts where hitherto it has never entered into their agjqpnltum 
economy. Whatever, therefore, be the wisdom or policy of our interfere 
] n thi- matter, of the result there oan be no doubt, viz. that it conyerteu 1 
agricultural routiniem into speculators and gamblers. 

A slighr sketch of the introduction and mode of culture of thm drug, 
which has mnded more to the physical and moral degradation of the inhabit¬ 
ants than the combined influence of pestilence and war, may not be with- 
out interest. 


misT/tf 
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^>\Ye are indebted to the commentaries of the imperial autcbiographeri, 
■aber, Akber, and Jehangir, for the most valuable information on the iutuo- 
duction of exotics into the horticultural economy of India ; a*».\ are 
proud to pay our tribute of applause to the illustrious house of Timoor, w;> , s * 
princes, though despots by birth and education* and albeit the bane of luij- 
pootana, we must, allow, present a more remarkable succession of great charac¬ 
ters, historians, statesmen and warriors, than any cotemporaneous dynasty, iu 
any region of the world." 

Akber followed up the plans of Baber, and introduced the gardeners of 
Persia and Tartary, who succeeded with many of their fruits, as peaches, al¬ 
monds ( bsth indigenous to Rajpootana pistachios, &c. To Jahangir V, ( lora- 
menbaries we owe the knowledge that tobacco was introduced into India in 
his reign ; but of the period when the poppv became an object bf culture, lor 
the manufacture of opium, we have not; the least information. What 
may be the antiquity of this drug, for medicinal uses, it may be asserted 
that its abuse is comparatively recent, or nob more than three centuries back. 
In none of the ancient heroic poems of Hindusthan it is ever alluded to. 
Tha guest is often mentioned in them as welcomed by the munn^r pia f o % or 
‘cup of greeting, but no where by the uml-pani, or infix'd ‘opiate,’ whiih has 
usurped the place of the phool-ca cirrac, or essence of flowers. Before, however 
th: art of extracting the properties of the poppy, as at present* was practise i, 
they used the oppiate in its crudest form, by simply bruising the capsules, 
which they steeped acertaia time in water, afterwards drinking the infusion, 
to which they give the name of tejarro , and nob unfrequently pos , ‘the poppy, 
This practice still prevails in the remote parts of Hajpootann, where cither 
ignorance of the more refined process, prejudice or indolent; operates to 
maintain old habits* 

The culture of opium was at first confined to the do-dbeh , or Liaci be¬ 


ta ail the brandies ef knowledge which have reference to the comfort*, the ulognnek'a, 
P.nd the luxuries of life, tk y necesiairly bore away the palm from the Ryjp.iot, v.v 
copped up within the barriers of super ’ ion. The court of Samarcau- . with v. Inch tko 
Lings of Ferghana were allied, must have been one of the most brilliant in tho \ mid, in* 
talents ad well as spldudour ; and to all fcho hereditary instruction there imbibed, Baber, the 
conqueror of India, added that more useful and varied knowlodge only to be a quii\:d by 
* travel, and constant intercourse with the world. When, therefore, his gouiuu* lc.l him from 
Mho frosty Caucasus’ into the plants of Hindusthan, the habit, of observation a-.d noting ill 
a book, as set before him bv Huzrub Tymoor, nil that appeared novel, never escaped him 
and is ro marked a Iran; iVjtn tho highlands of Central India to the region of !’*t sun, 

his pen had abundant occupation. No production, whether in the animal or v>egnta*»i 0 king, 
dom, which appeared different from his own. escaped notice in hi* i •« k. which m.i-t >e lo de¬ 
ed upon as one of the most remarkable contributions lo literature ever made by royalty ; fir 
in no age or country will a W(»rk bo found at once 8 ) comprihensivo and so aim pittas tho 
Commentaries of Baber ; aud this in a region where evey tiling is ox ) 
depicts a crsoi ftl encounter, on which his, life a id prospects binged, or a battle, ivhi( ’* gnvfl 
him the om)*ire of India, all is in keeping band wh n ho relates the reWftr, ' 1 « hr ;iow«;d on 
Mil Mahomed Jalibau, his architect, for successfully executing hi; nobh- -i nc i lhrjwiug 
a bridge over the Gan-e*, “ bo fore lie had been dree years sovereign of ll.ndasihun and 
with the same simplicity records his own “ introduction of melons aud grape 3 into India.” va 
i tempted to humiliating reflections on 1 he magniloquence with which vvepiiut. -,ui cvui 
low Works fn public goon, and con traptim. nni:> voir ably with thoso of the Tr unset iniiicf- 
rut march, not. then tweuty-tive \ cars ,r lot thi reader who may be induced ti 

take up the volume, fail to giv » homage m *slator,f who?o own si? rdc. v.u . n*io» an i 
vigorous mind has transferred the very r ..1 <d B a bor into his inmsl Mion 

t William lOrakir. , l' q. of Blnokhurno,— <.vlr> honour-: me with hi i'ricmdrhia, and 
fctimulatud my oxertioii 9 to the task in which I am engaged, and another ii winch l tiusl ty 
be engaged, some of the Books of tho Poet Cliand, ho often alluded to iu this W*,rk 

b'v 
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"T\vcen the Chuirkal and Sepra, from their sources to their junction ; but al¬ 
though t rad ion has preserved the fact of this being the original poppy-nur- 
3 0r v of Central India, it has long ceased to be the only place of the poppy s 
orrov/th it having spread not only throughout Malwa, but into various parts ofc 
Ilaipoorana, especially Mewar and Harouti. But though all classes, Koombtfi 
and Jats, Baniahs and Brahmins, try the culture, all yield the palm ot 
superior skill to the Koombi, the original cultivator, who will extract one 
fifth <nore from the plant than any of his competitors. # . 

It is a singular fact, that the cultivation of opium increased in the in¬ 
verse ratio of general prosperity ; and that ^3 war, pestilence, and famine aug¬ 
mented their virulence, and depopulated Eajpootana, so did the culture ot 
Ibi* baneful weed appear to thrive. The predatory system, which succeeuca 
Mogul despotism, soon devastated this fair region, and gradually restricted 
agricultural pursuits to the richer harvests of barley, wheat, and gram ; till 
at length even these were confined to a bare sustenance for tho families ot 
the cultivator who then found a substitute in the poppy, brom the smai 
extent >f its culture, he was able to watch it, or to pay for its protection from 
pillage : this he could not do for his corn, which a troop of horse mud»t save 
him T o trouble of cutting, A kind of moral barometer might, mdeed, be » on- 
: Lurched, to shew that the marimum of oppression in Mewar, the 
Of tho culture of the poppy in Malwa Emotion commenced 
( A. D. 1781 ) it was at its height in S. 1856 ( A. D. 18001 ), an 
gradually depopulating that country until S. 1874 ( A. O b , )■ ' , 

sumption, of course, kept pace with its production, it having found a 

veut in foreign markets. „ , ,, ,, ,, ^ 

The districts to which the emigrants fled were those of lUunmsore, 
irachrode, Oneil, and others, situated on the feeders of the Chumbui, in 
its course through Lower Malwa. There they enjoyed comparative protec¬ 
tion a I kind treatment, under Appa Sahel) and his lather, who were . oil; 


tb lArmers-L'eneraf of these fertile’lands. It could not be expected bow- 


urmers-general ui lut-au icuuc . . 7 A . , 3 a 

c \?.r, thut the new settlers should be allowed to participate in the lane _ 
irrigated by wells already excavated ; but Appa advanced funds, ana 


lrrigaica uv wena ^ ° —. 7 , i 

appointed them lands, all fertile though neglected, in which they excavated 
wells for themselves. They abandoned altogether wheat and barley, grow¬ 


ing on 


jr themselves, xney auuuuuneu o 

y mnklA or ‘Indian corn’ for food, which requires no irrigation, ana 


HUiiWJ it/i — -o > . 

to which tho poppy succeeds in rotation \ to these, and tho sugar-cane, a 

their industry was directed. r . __ . rT „ 

But to proceed with the process of cultivation. TV hen the crops of In¬ 
dian corn ( mukhi ) or of hemp ( sunn ) are gathered in, tho sta Iks are rooted 
no and burner], the field is then flooded, and when sufficiently saturated, 
ploughed up. It is then copiously manured with cow-dung, which ;s deenira 
the boot for the purpose ; but even this has undergone a preparatory operation, 
or ohernio 1 ! decomposition, being kept in a hollow ground during the rainy 
, e; . , n ;l iid often agitated with long poles, to allow the heat to evaporate. 
this state it is spread over the fields and ploughed in, Those who do not keep 
kine, and cannot afford to purchase manure, procure flocks of goats and she — 
rry so much a night for having them penned in the fields. .Lne U 


and 


land 


bei n r 


ploughed and harrowed at least six or sever 
ijostT pulverized, it is divided into beds and slight 
to facilitate in Nation. The seed is then thorwn in, th 


times, until the soil is al- 
embankments are formed 
fields are again inun- 
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jtok&yj and the seventh day following this is repeated to saturation. On the 
seventh or ninth, hut occasionally not until the eleventh day, the plant springs 
up;and on the twenty-fifth, when it has put forth a few leaves, and begins to 
look withered, they water it once more. As soon as this moisture dries, wo¬ 
man and children are turned into the fields to thin the plants, leaving them 
about eight inches asunder, and loosening tho earth around them with iron 
spuds. The plant is at this stage about three inches high. A month later, 
it is watered moderately and when dry the earth is again turned up and 
loosened. The fifth water is given in about ten days more ; two days after 
which a flower appears here and there. This is tho signal for another water 


ing, called The flower-watering ? after which, in twenty four or thirty 


V six 


<■- ’ - O' f * 

hours, all the flowers burst their cells. When about half tho petals h%ve fal - 
Ion, they irrigate the plants sfficiently to moisten the earth, and soon the rest 
of tho flowers drop off, leaving the bare capsule, which rapidly increases in 
bulk. In a short- period, when scarcely a flower remains, a whitish powder 
collects outside the capsuie, which is the signal for immediate application 
of the lancet. 

1 he field is now divided into three parts, in one of which operations 
commence. Ihc cutting instrument consists of three prongs, with delicate 
points, around which cotton thread is bound to prevent its making too deep 
an incision, and thus causing the liquid to flow into the interior of the cap¬ 
sule, The wound is made from the base upwards, and the milky juice which 
exudes coagulates outside. Each plant is thrice pierced, on three successive 
days, the operation commencing as soon as the sun begins to warm. In cold 
mornings when it congeals rapidly, tho coagulation is taken off with a scraper. 
Ihc fourth morning, each plant is once more pierced, to ascertain that no juice 
remains. On each morning this extract is immersed in a vessel of linseed oil, 
r P lc ^' li ^ ^ [ r0Qi drying U P- 1 he juice being all collected, there remains only 
the seed Phe capsules arc therefore broken off and carried to the barn, 
where they are spread out upon the ground;a little water is sprinkled over 
them, and being covered with a cloth, they remain till the morning, when tho 
cattle tread out the seed, which is sent to the oilmen, and the refuW is burnt, 
le3t the cattle should eat them, as even in this stage they arc poisonous. 
;£ 0 PPy is more used for the cheracfli (lamp ) than any other in Mowar. 
They calculate a maund ( of forty seers, or about seventy five pounds weight) 
ot seed for every two seers of milk. The price of seed is now twenty rupee: 
per mauni of one hundred and -twelve ( cutcha) maunds. 

One beegha of Mahva land, of tho measure Shcihjehcwii i 
jureel , or rod, is one hundred cubits long) will yield from five 
seers of opium-juice, oach seer being forty-five salimshahi rupees i 
too medium is reckoned a good produce. The cultivator or farmer 
the state described, to the speculator, at the price current of the < 
purchaser puts it into cotton bags of three folds, and carries it home, 
obtained the eaves of the poppy, he spreads thorn in a heap of tw 
lachesi in depth, and thereon deposits the opium, in balls of flftec 
weignt each which are allowed to remain five months for the purr 
poration. If the milk has been thin, or treated with oil seven parts in 
y.-JH remain ; but if good and pure, eight. The le»p*rri« (speculators! tkm ; 
it, either for home-consumption in Rajpootana, or for exportation. 

From the year S. IS 4 O (A.D. lf.st) to £. 1 S 57 ,'UV JS01). the mark 
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prtro oi the crude opium from the cultivator ran frdro sixteen to twenty-one 
aalimshahi rupees per durri, a measure of five pucka seers, each seer being the 
weight of ninety salimshahi rupees. I give the price of the drug by the 
p r0 ^er in the first stage, as a better criterion than that of the manufacturer 
in its prepared state. In the year S. 1857 , it rose to twenty-five rupees ; in 
S. 1860 to twenty-seven, gradually increasing till S. I860 (A,D. 1800 ), when 
it attained its maximum of forty-two, or an advance of one hundred and 
Seventy per cent above the price of the year A.D. 1784 . But some natural 
cnuae.s rue assigned for this extraordinary advance: after which it gradually 
foil,until S. 1870 (A.D. 1804 .) when it was so low as twenty-nine In S. 1878 
it had again risen to thirty three, and in S. iTS 4 - 5, when its transit to the 
ports of Sinde and Guzzerat was unmolested (whence it was exported to 
China and the Archipelago), it had reached thirty-eight aud thirty-nine, 
where it now (S. 1870 , or A.D. 1820 ) stands. 

In Kanthul (which includes Pratapgurh Deola), or the tracts upon the 
Mvhie river, opium is cultivated to a great extent, and adulterated in an 
extraordinary manner. This being sold in China as Malvva opium, has 
greatly lessened the value of the drug in that market. The adulteration is 
managed as follows : a preparation of refined rjoor (molasses) and gum, in 
equal proportion, is added to half its quantity of opiate ooagutttm ; Wie 

mass is then put into cauldrons, and after being well amalgamated by boil¬ 
ing, it is taken out, and when sufficiently dry is well beaten ^ .put nitQ 
cotton bags, which are sewn up in green hides, and exported to .luska 
jvfundi The Gosens ol these parts are the chief contractois for this im, 
or.iu n which is reckoned peculiarly unwholesome, and is never consumed in 
Rajpootana, Rumour says that it is transported to tho Spiec Islands, 
where it is used as a manure in the cultivation of the nutmeg. The transit- 
duties on opium, in the native states, are levied on each bullock-load, so tha 
the adulterated pays as much as the pure. The Gosens smuggle great 


quantities, • c . .. 

Such C the history, and I believe a pretty correct one, of the growin 
n,d extension of thi - xeorable and demoralizing plant, for the last forty 
years. If the now paramount power, instead of making a monopoly of it, 
and censoquestlv extending Its cultivation, would endeavour to restrict « 
]jv judicious legislative enactments, or at least reduce its culture to what tc 
was loriv years ago, generations yet unborn would have just reason to praise 
us for this'work of mercy. It is no less our interest than our duty to do so, 
audio call forth genuine industry, for the improvement of cotton, imago, 
3U'>-u' cane, and other products, which would enrich instead of demoralizing, 
and the., fore impoverishing, the country. We have saved Rajpootana 
from political ruin ; but the boon of mere existence will be valueless it y ■ 
fail to restore the moral energies of her population ; for of this fine region 
and noble race we might soy, as Byron does of Greece— 


<£ Ti9 Greoce—but living Gro«c© no more !” 


fur the mind is decayed, and the body often palsied and worn out, m the 
very meridian of life. As far as my personal influence went, I practised 
what T preached ; and, as I have already stated, exacted a promise, from 
the Ran a on the throne to the lowest t hakoor, that t hey would never 
initiate their- children in this debasing practice, But as mere declamation 
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very little good, I will here insert a portion of the Agrarian custom- 
. oJc of Mewar and Mahva, which may be brought into operation direct¬ 
ly or indirectly. The distribution of crops was as follows : 

To each churrus , chursa, or skin of land, there is attached twent' five 
beeghas of irrigated land for wheat and barley, with from thirty to fifty 
beeghas more, called mar y or v\al f dependent on the heavens for water, and 
generally sown with gram. Of the twenty-five beeghas of land irrigated 
irom the well, the legislature sanctioned one bcegha of opium f and ton to 
fifteen bisivas (twenty bis was are a beegha) of sugar cane. Butin these 
days of anarchy and confusion, when every one follows his own view of 
things, they cultivate tow of opium and three of cane, and perahps tow of 
barley, instead of twenty five, to feed the family ! What an unnatural state o< 
agricultural economy, is this when the cultivator somtimes actually purcha¬ 
ses food for his family, in order that he may bestow his time and labour on 
tins, enervating exotic. But should the foreign markets be closed, and 
famine, as is not unusual, ensue, what must be the consequence, where the 
finest coin country in India is converted to a poppy garden! In Harouti, they 
manage these things better • and although its old politic ruler makes use of 
tiie districts in Mahva, which he rents from the Maharatta, for the eulturo of 
opium, being himself a trader in it, yeti do not believe he permits its demora¬ 
lizing influence to enter within his proper domain. It is pleasing to see 
some traces of the legislative wisdom of past days, and old Zalim knows tha^ 
it is by the more generous productions of the plough that his country mm t 
prosper. But our monopoly acted as an encouragement of this vice • for no 
sooner was it promulgated that the Qumpani Sahib was contractor-general for 
opium than prince and peasant, nay, the very scevengers dabbled in the 
spocukitioii. All Malwa was thrown into a ferment ; like the Dutch tulip- 
bubble, the most.fraudulent purchases and transfers were effected by men who 
had not a seer of opium in their possession. The extent to which this must 
h vc gone may be imagined when, according to the return, the sales, ir. the 
irst year of our monopoly, excedcd one million sterling, in which I rather 
think we gained a loss of some £40,000 ! It is to be hoped the subject is now 
better understood, and the Legislature «t home will perceive that a per- 
severance m this pernicious traffic is consistent neither with our honour, our 
interest;, nor humanity. 

If (dm facts I have collected are confirmed on enquiry, the late measures 
° Uoyrnnnmit,^ in whatever motives originating, will*only augment iho 
JtU ‘\ fitting their expediency in protecting our Patna mono- 

! i "u- t KUr • , . ,,8 l lc ® 1 " 8 ’‘Acting the native government i the contractors 
ami cultivators ot the drug ), still other measures might have ben devised 


ecjii .Jly 
quenOes 


efficacious in themselves, and less pregnant with evil 


eonse- 


.3 tu bo i j.ul in m.ud, that this Was written on the apot, in Jaunua y, A D. ism). 







CHAPTER V, 




Dhareswar .—jRuttungurh Kheyri .— Colony of Charuns. A^oa. 7/r- 

ecripfion at Paragurh. —JJoongur Sing . — Sfeo Sing.—Law of adoption. 
Kala McqIi . — Omedpoora audits chief . — Singolli. — Temple of Bhavani. 
Tablet of Earn Mokul.—Traditionary tales of the Ilaras—Aloo liar a 
of Bumaoda. — Dangernuno.—Singular effects produced by the sum on the 
atmosphere of the Pathar. 


Dhareswar, January 1 &th t six miles ; therm, 46 q at 5 A. M. 
From Kuneroh to Dhareswar there is a gradual descent, perhaps equal 
to one third of the angle of ascent of the table-land. For halt the 
distance the surface is a tine rich soil, but the last halt is strewed with hag* 
ments of the rock. Dhareswar is beautifully situated at the lowest point of 
with a clear stream, planted with line timber to the south. i 10 
Bhomia rights are enjoyed bv some Cuchwaha Rajpoots, who pay a share u 
tho crops to Kuneroh. "Passed a few small hamlets in the grey of the morn¬ 
ing, and several herd of elk doer, who walked away from us with great deli¬ 
beration ; but the surfaco was too stony to try our horses mettle, 

loth Ridlwgmh Kheyri, distance nine miles.—Tho road over a bare 
rock, skirting a stream flowing on its suriace. Two miles from Dhareswar is 
tho boundary of Kuneroh, and tho chcurasi (eighty-four townships) ot Kheyri; 
the descent still graduating to Kheyri, which is probably not above one hun¬ 
dred foot higher than tho external plains of filewar. The road was over loos 
stonc 3 with much jungle, but here and there sonic fine patches of rich black 
boil. 'Vo kept company with the Dhareswar nulla all tho way which is well- 
vcoded in its course, and presented a pretty tall at ono point ot our journey. 
Pu°- i several hamlets, and a colony of Charuns, whom I found to bo some of 
my friends of MUriah. They had not forgotten their privilege; but as the 
ladies w i-e only the matrons of the colony, there would havo been no amuse¬ 
ment in curtivityjso I dropped five rupees in to the brazen hollas, and passed 
on The cavaFade of the Komasdar Kheyri was also at hand, consisting 
of about two hundred horse and foot, having left his castle on the peak to 
gr-ct and conduct me to my tents. He is a relation of old Lallaji Belial and 
it,tel'i« r ent. and polite. Our tents were pitched near the town, to which tho 
Pundit conducted us, after which act of civility, in the character of the locum 
t n.ns of my friend Lallaji, and his sovereign Sindia (in whose camp I 
sojourn, d twelve long years ), he took his leave, inviting me to the castle 
hut ns it contained nothing antique, would not give cause for jealousy to hi* 
princo by accepting his in vital ion, and civilly declined. 


icu ry i t ' - s' iii t iv.«ij ... . ■ »-‘j -- 

The Chourasi'or eighty four [townships] of Ruttungurh Kheyri, wp.s in 
S:is t A. D. 1772 ) assigned to Madaji Sindia, to pay off a war contribu- 
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its revenues were regularly accounted for, It was then 
the sou i.i law of Sindia. and has ever since remained 
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s of fcho Rana, lost this jewel in his crown, fur he seized upon the 
Chourasi , which adjoined his own estate, situated on tho skirt of this alpine 
region. To expel him the Rana called on Sindia, who not only took tho 
Chourasi , but Beygoo itself, which was heavily fined, and forty of it? best 
villages, or half his fi<T, were mortgaged to pay the mulct. The landscape 
from these heights is very fine ; the Pundit, from his aerial abode, can look 
down on Kheyri, and exclaim with Selkirk : 

“I am monarch of all I survoy,” 

but I would dispute his right with all my heart, if 1 could do so with 
success. 

Little Aitoa .—Distance eight milos, thermometer at daybreak 40°, with a 
cutting wind, straight from the north, which we keenly felt as our party 
ascended the heights of Ruttungurh. The altitude of this second steppe in the 
plateau is under four hundred feet, although the winding ascent made it by the 
perambulator five furlongs. The fort is erected on a projection of the moun¬ 
tain, and the work are in pretty good order. They had been adding fresh 
ones on the a#£essible side, which the general state of security has put a step 
to. In fact, ft could not hold out twenty-four hours against a couple of mor¬ 
tars, the whole interior being commended from a height within easy range. I 
asked my old guide if the castle had ever stood a storm ; his reply was in 
the negative ; “she is still a koinari (a virgin), and all forts are termed kam/.i ft! 
until they stand an assault.” We had a superb view from the summit, which 
is greatly above the level of Kuneroh, whose boundary line was distinct Tho 
streu : > from Dhareswar was traced gliding through its embankments of 
black rock, covered with luxuriant young crops, and studded with mango 
uul mowah trees. It is a singular fact, that the higher we ascended the 
less mischief had been inflicted on the crops, although tho sugar cane looked 
prematurely ripe. The wheat tields were luxuriant* but the barley showed in 
their grizzly beards here and there an evidence of having suffered. I also 
noted th:i.t invariably all the low branches of the mow ah trees were injured, 
the leaves shrivelled and dried up, while the superior ones were not affV -ted! 
The field-peas ( butloe ) sown with the barley were more or less injured, but 
not nearly so much as at Kuneroh. 

The road was execrable, if road it could bo termed, which far many 
miles was formed for me by the kindness ot the Pundit, who cut a path 
through the otherwise impenetrable jungle, the abode of elks and tigers 
sufficient to pass my baggage. This route is never passed by troops ; but I 
fnd curiosity io indulge, not comfort. About four miles from the castle, wo 
av>er hd another moderate elevation to the village of Oomur, whence we saw 
Paragurh on the left, and learning that it contained an inscription, I des¬ 
patched one of my Pundits to o.. py it. A mile farther brought us to the ex¬ 
tremity of the ridge serving as a land-mark to the Chourasi Kheyri. From 
it we viewed another St/ 'PP' : \ that we shall ascend the day after tomorrow, 
ji )tn w.iich 1 am tolu me i athar gradually she'ves to the banks . the Churn- 
but, the t ‘rim.na ion of our journey. As wc passed the village of Omedpoora 
(aopelown), a sub-infeudation ot Beygoo, held by the undo of its ckird, wc 

were greeted by the lhakoor, accompanied by two of his kinsmen They 
were all well mounted, incem hand, and attired in their quilted tunics mid 
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'-aeer^kin doublet, of itself no contemptible armour. They conveyed theif 
chief's complimen's, and having accompanied me to my tents, took leave. 

C/ioota. or little Attoa, is also held by a sub-vassal of the same clan, the 
Meghawuts of Beygoo • his name Doongur Sing, ‘the mountam-hon,’ now 
with me, and who long enjoyed the pre-eminent distinction of being chief 
retriever of the Pathar. With our party he has the familiar appellation of 
Roderic Dhu, and without boasting of his past exploiis, he never dreams of 
their being coupled with dishonour. Although he secured the c0Ur A r y far 
and near to bring black mail to his mountain-retreat,it was fiom the Mahrat- 
tas chiedy that his wants were supplied ; and he required but the power, to 
have attained the same measure of celebrity as his ancestor the Jdlaek-cloud 
( Kda-meqh) of Bevgoo. Still, his name was long the bugbear o tins region, 
and the words Doongur Sing aija ! ‘tho mour.tain-hon is at hand were 
sufficient to scare the peaceful occupants of the surrounding countiy from 

their property, or to ai#n them for its defence. With the 'Southron he had 
just cause of quarrel, since, but for him he would have been lord of Nuddowae 
and its twenty four villages, of which his grandfather was despoiled at the 
une time that this alpine region was wrested by Sindia from bis sovereign. 
This tuppa, however, fell to Holcar but the father of Doongur, lance in 
hand, gave the conqueror no rest, until he granted him a lease in' P^P et "‘ tJ , 
of four of the villages of patrimony, two of which were under Ilo.car a o 1 
1“ aud two unaer that of the ranter. About twenty years 
liaving been resumed, Seo Sing took up his lance again, und ^ltiated tlie 
moimtain-lion, his son, in the lex talionis. He flung away the scabbard 
smit his family for security to the Raja of Sapoora, and gave his mind up to 
vengeance The father and son, and many other brave spirits with the 
ganie cause of revenge, carried their incursions into the very heart of Malwa 
bringing back tho spoils to his den at little Attoa. But though lus hanc 
was now raised agunst every man, he forgot not his peculiar feud (far) and 
inn patrimony of Nuddewae yielded little to the Mahratta. But Seo Sing 
was surrounded by foes, who leagued to circumvent him, and one day, while 
driving many a goodly buffalo to hr. shelter, be was suddenly beset by a body 
of horse placed m ambush by the Dhow. But both were superbly rnounted, 
and they led thorn a chare through Mar delgurh, and where within the very 
verge of security, when, as Seo Sing put his mare to the nulla, she played 
him’ wise and ere she recovered herself the long lance of the Mahratta was 
through the rider. Young Doongur was more fortunate, and defying his 
pursuers to clear the rivulet, bound up the body of his father m his scarf 
ascended the familiar path, and burnt it at midnight amongst the fami } 
altars of Nuddowae. But far from destroying, this only increased the ap¬ 
petite for vengeance, which bus lasted till thc-se days of peace ; and, had 
ov-rv chieftain of Mewar acted like Coongur, the Mahratta would ham had 
feiveV of their fields to batten on to-day. His frank, fcut energetic answer, 
when the envoy mentioned the deep complaints urged against him by tho 
present manager of Nuddowae, was “1 must have bread . and this they 
h id snatched from him. But Holoar’a government, which looks not to the 


to the resident au 
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misery inflicted, carries loud comp^*.. TO — *----- - . / n 

-inly u.a* idc oil the principle of possession, and the abstract view of iJJoongu- 
’a course of life. Tor myself, I do not hesitate to avow that iny regai d ior 
■ho diicia of Mewar is in the ratio of their retaliation on tbeu boutenon toe, 
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^ring deeply into all their great and powerful grounds for rasentr 
rtnly espoused the cause of the ‘mountain-lion and as the case (through 
Mr. Gerald Wellesley) \va9 left by IlolCar’s government to iny arbitration, 
I secured to the chief a part of his patrimony under their joint seal, and left 
him to turn his lance into a plougshate, until fresh cause for just aggfrfesion 
may arise. This settlement gave me another proof of ihe inalienable right in 
land granted by the ryct cultivator, and its superiority over that granted by 
the sovereign. There were certain rights in the soil (btiom) which Doongur’s 
ancestors had thus obtained, in the fcowtislrp of Muddowae, to which he 
attached a higher value than to the place itself. Dodngurs story affords a 
curious instance of the laws of adoption superseding, if not the rank, the 
fortune resulting from birth-right; Seo Sing and Douiut Sing, both sub- 
vassals of Beygoo, were brothers; the former had Niiddowaej the latter 
Rawurdo. But Douiut Sing, having no issue, adopted Salim Sing, the young¬ 
er b r other of Doongur* who has thus become lord of RawurdO, of nearly four 
thousand rupees’ annual rent, while Doongur’s chief place i3 lifctlo Attoa, and 
the Ihom of Nuddowae, Salim Sing is now in high favour with his chief of 
Beygoo, to whom he is foujdar , or leader of the vassals. In personal appear¬ 
ance he has greatly the advantage of Doongur ; Salim is tall and very hand¬ 
some, bold in speech and ot gentlemanly deportment ; Doongur is compact- 
in form, of dark complexion, rugged in feature, and bluntness itself in phrase^ 
but perfectly good humoured, frank, and unreserved ; and as he rode by my 
side, he amused me with many anecdotes connected with the scenery 
around. 


SinpoUi February 17th, eight and a half miles, thermometer 40°. —This 
town is chief of a tuppa or subdivision, containing fifty two villages, of the 
district of Antri, a term applied to a defile, or tract surrounded by mountains; 
The Antri of Me war is fertilized by the Bhamutii, which finds its way 
through a singular diversity of country, after two considerable falls, to the 
Chumbui, and is about thirty miles in length, reckoning frdm Beetihore to 
tho summit of the steppe of the plateau, by about ten miles in brfcuth, produ 
cing the most luxuriant crops of wheats barley, gram, sugar-cano, and poppy i 
and having, spread over its surface, one hundred villages and hamlets ; but 
a section of the country will make it better understood. 


C descent to the Chv. >\bnli 



From 


Xanud, of Me teat** 

Beechcre, the pas^ opening from the plains of Mewuf, to the 
highest peak of this Alpine Pathar, the Kola Magh } of ‘black cloud/ of i'eyg >o 
bore sway, brom him Sprung another of the numerous clans of Mew ><r f wh . 
^samed the patronymic Meghawut; These clans and tribes multiply ft* 
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ft^gb and his ancestors were recognized as a branch of the SangiiwuE, 
one of the early subdivisions of the Chondawut, the chief clan of Me war. 
The descendant of the ‘black cloud/ whose castle of Beygoo is near the 
entrance to Antri, could not now muster above a hundred and fifty men 
at arms throughout the Path a r ; to which he might add as many more 
of foreign Rajpoots, as the Hara and Gor, holding finds for service. The 
head of the Mcghawuts has not above twenty villages in his fief oi 
Beygoo, though these might yield twenty-five thousand rupees annually, il 
cultivated ; the rest is still in the hands of the Mahrattas, as a mortgage 
< ontracted nearly forty years ago, and which have been liquidated ten times 
over: they include, in this, even a third of the produce of his own place of 
residence, and the town itsdf is never freo from these intruders, who are 
continually causing disturbances. Unhappily for Mewar, the grand princi¬ 
ple of the campaign and its political results “that of excluding the Mahrat¬ 
tas from the west bank of (he Chumbul," was forgotten in our successes, or 
all the alienated lands of Mewar as the Malwa frontier would have reverted 
to the Hana. The hamlets on the Pathar consist of huts with low r mud walls, 
and tilled roofs : even Omedpoora, though inhabited by the uncle of tho chief, 
is no b' lter than the rest, and his house is one which the poorest peasant in 
Ragland would not occupy. Yet steeped in poverty, its chieftain, ac¬ 
companied by his son, nephew, and fifteen more of his kin and clan, came 
“for the purpose of doing himself, his lord paramount of Bey goo, ami the 
British Agent, honour/’ The mountain-chief of Omedpoora affords a line 
example, that noble bearing may be independent of the trappings of rank : 
high descent and proper self-respect appeared in every feature and action. 
Dressed in a homely suit of amowah , or russet green, with a turban of the 
sa ne (the favourite hunting costume of tho Ea,pool); over all the corselet 
of the skin of the elk, slain by himself ; with his bright lance in hand, and 
mounted on a good strong horse, whose accoutrements like his master’s were 
plain but neat, behold the vassal of Omedpoora equipped for the chase or 
foray. Th • rest of his party followed him on foot, gay and unconcerned as 
the wild-deer of the Pathar ; ignorant of luxury, except a little uml paru 
when they go to Beygoo ; and whose entire wants, including food, raiment, 
gunpowder, and tobacco, can be amply supplied by about ^8 a year each 
The party accompanied mo to my tents, and having presented brilliant 
scarlet turbans and scarfs, with some English gunpowder, to the chief, his 
son and nephew, we parted mutually pleased at the rencontre. 

' The descent to Singolli is very gentle, nor are we above eighty \eet 
below the level of Oomur, the highest point of Pathar, which I rejoice to 
have visited, but lament the want of my barometers. Singolli, in such i 
ivvt as this, maybe entitled a town, having fifteen hundred inhabited 
dwellings encompassed by a strong wall. The Pundit is indebted to his own 
good management, and the insecurity around him for this humefou? popula¬ 
tion, In the centre of the town, the dingy walls of a castle built by Aloo 
ibira strike the eye, from the contrast with new works added by the Pundd, 
i has a deep ditch, with a fausse hr aye, and parapet. The circumvallation 
isures a mile and three quarters. About a mile to north-west are the re* 
>( a temple to Vijosoni Bhavani, the Pallas of the Rajpoots. 1 found 
fc recording 
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iablet recording the piety of the lord paramount of the I athar, in a per 
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/. of'Asoj, being Friday (Brig .car* ), Maharaja Sir Mokul-ji in 
ki <■ i- i U otc ™ts<a) for Vijyaseni lilnivaniji has granted one becalm 
hlaj ot land. \v hosoever shall sot aside this offering, the goddess will 
overtake him. 1 his is a memorial of the celebrated Rana Moku? ol Mewar 
whose tragical death by assassination has been recorded in the annals of 
that state.f Muktil was one ol the most celeberated of this race • and lie (i ■ 
feated, in a pitched battle at Reipur, a gandson of the emperor of Delhi. 

_ was tho father of Lal~B<w called ‘the Ruby of Mewar/ regarding whom 
Jv r e have related a little scandal from the chronicle of the Bhattis (see p. '20”) 
at the baid of the Kheechies who says that prince Dheeraj espoused her in- 
3pite of the desert chief, had no cause to doubt the lustre of this gem 

The Pathar resounds with the traditionary talo 3 of the Haras who al 
n very early period, established themselves in this Alpine region’on whi-h 
they erected twelve castles for its protection, all of them still'to be traced 
existing ot m rums; and although they assumed thetitle of. “lords of the 
I at liar, they acknowledged the supremacy of the Ranas of Mewar whom 
they obeyed as Iwge lords at this very time. Of there twelve cast los ’ Rttun 
gurhis the only one not entirely dismantled; though even the’ruins of 
another, Dilwargurh, have been the cause of a bloody feud between ti e 
5K*“ - »».' the Sukta..-ui of G.vdii, all i„\£ M 

That of Paranuggur, or Parolli, lays a short distance from thence, but the 

most famous of all is Bumaoda. placed upon the western or v, of the plateau 
nd overlooking the whole plain of Mewar. Although some cer '-rh - have 

Aloo ol-u SlnCC i h °, T wor ! . ex P cl,ed from this tab’ land i.h ,,a,ne of 
A oo on umaodastilMnes, and is familiar even to the sayag - Hhit who 
like the beasts, subsists upon the wiid-fruit.s of tho iumdes 'if k ’ ’ 
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bunby^my guide, as I traversed the scenes of his glory. 
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t-tbrio of Polytheism-, and to turn the mind of «he H? , , . - 

orecd ,1 ration of tho one. CW< .out, on.up to Va J 
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pro ion, v, nioh stamps him as a man cho , r to man ^ resist alien of all th 
.i hinhesr. nrri»p ^ Proses. To these*tnon 
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Z%~^jjdoo Hsira, one day, returning homeward from the chace wfe aocL 
' byaCharun who having bestowed his blessjng upon him, would accept ot 
nothing in exchange but the turban from his head. Strange as was tlej 
desire, he preferred compliance to incuring the visenva, or 'vituperation ot 
the bird-’ who, plaoing Aloo’s turban on his own head, bade him ‘live a 
thousand years/ and departed The Gharun immediately bent his steps to 
Mundore, the capital of Maroo ; and as he was ushered into tho presence ot 
its prince and pronounced the hjrd of the Rahtores, he took oft his turban 
with the left hand, and performed his salutation with the right, iho 
unusual act made the prince demand the cause, when in reply he was told 
“that the turban of Aloo Kara should bend to none on earth. »uch rever- 


“tnat tne turDan oi awu limo . p—~ - - » ., 

ence to an obscure chief of the mountains of Mewar enraged the King of the 
Desert, who unceremoniously kicked the turban out of doors. Aloo, vh 
had forgotten the strange request, was tranquilly occupied m his pastime 
when h^ quondam friend again accosted him, his head tare, the insu d 
turban under his arm, and loudly demanding vengeance on ^o R thtorc, 
whose conduct he related. Aloo was vexed, and upbraided the Charun for 
having wantonly provoked this indignity towards him. Did I not tell jo i 
to ask land, or cattle, or money, yet nothing would phase you bu **k»"|S ' 
r.nd mv head must answer for the insult to a vile piece of cloth . f ° r 
anpertaining to Aloo Kara shall be insulted with impunity even by the Ihc - 
Marwar- Aloo forthwith convened bis clan, and soon five hundred 
-tus ifr^her- were assembled within the ^aofBum^a ^to 
f>■ 1 iow wheresoever he led, He explained to them the desperate nature ot 

the enterprize, from which none could expect to first* step 

the fatal johur for all those who determined to die with him. Thu hrSt si p 
t„ vengeance being bver, the day of departure was fixed ; but previous to 
‘his he was anxious to ensure the safety of his nephew, who on failure ot 
direct issue w u the adopted heir of Bumaoda. He accordingly ^ kedbin “ 
up in the inner keep of the castle, within seven gates, eaoh of which had « 
lock, and furnishing him with provisions, departed 

The Priuoe of Mundore was aware he had entailed a feud , ■ 
little did he regard what this mountain-chief might do, that he 
i-uIltK- lands over which the Hara should march to be m dan (gift) to tho 
Dr ihmins/’ But Aloo, who des. ised not the aid of stratagem, disguised his 
little troop as horae-merehants, and placing tb ir arms and caparisonsi 1 
covered c-Awh-,s, and their steeds in long strings, the hostile caravan reach¬ 
ed the capital unsuspected The party took rest for the night ; bm with 
the dawn they saddled, and the nakarras of the Hara awoke the Uahtore 
piL i »r. tw deir.anded who «. *»< 

i„ wtil that dared to strike his drum at the gates of Mundore ? The answer 
,vas, ‘Aloo Hara of Bumanda " 


’ The m^O rohably a Ohohaei) of 


son ‘‘how'bc 1 uman^^fuffirhis'vaunt of givin'g'to pdl ” dnS 

♦hat the Hara passed overt" but he had the res duti. n to abide by h» 
ph-dgr-, and .hi magnanimity not to take advantage of his antaKonisU 
non : and to bin formal challenge, conveyed by beat of ; J 

shat aiugio combats should take pl .ee, man or man. Aloo see. purd , 

thanked him for his courtesy, remarking to bis kiKSmen, At lea. 

i-Hfyvo huu'lrecl lives to. appease our revotige . 
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{e lists were prepared : five hundred of fche chosen sons of Seoji vl 
sailed before their prince to try the manhood of the Haras ; and who 
on either side, & champion had stepped forth to commence this mortal strife, 
when a stripling rushed in, his horse panting for breath, and demanded to 
engage a gigantic Rahtore. The champions depressed their lances, am 1 the 
pause of astonishment was first broken by the exclamation of the iUra 
chieftain as he thus addressed the youth : “Oh! headstrong and disobedient, 
art thou come hither to extinguish the race of Aioo Hara i u —Let it 
perish, uncle ( kaka). if, when you are in peril, I am not with you ! ” replied 
the adopted heir of Bumaoda. The veteran Rahtore smiled at the impetuous 
valour of the youthful Hara, who advanced with his sword ready for the en¬ 
counter. His example was followed by bis gallant antagonist, and court¬ 
esy was exhausted on either side to yield the first blow - till at length, A loo’s 
nephew accepted it ; and it required no, second, for he clove the Rahtore in 
twain. Another took his place—he shared the same fate ; a third, a fourth, 
and in like manner twenty-five, fell under the young hero’s sword. But he* 
bore u a charmed life the queen of armies ( Vijyaseni), whose statue guards 
the entrance ol Bumaoda, had herself enfranchised the youth from the seven¬ 
fold g ifces in which his uncle had incarcerated him, and having made him 
invulnerable except in one spot (the neck), sent him forth to aid his uncle, 
and gain fresh glory for the race of which she was the guardian. But the 
vulnerable point was at length touched, and Aloo saw the child of his love 
and feis adoption stretched upon the earth. The queen-m .thcr of the Rah tor¬ 
es, who witnessed the conflict, dreaded a repetition of such valour, from men 
in whom desire of life was extinct; and she commanded that the contest 
should cease, and reparation be made to the lord of fche Pathar, by giving 
him in marriage a daughter of Mundore. Aloo’s honour was redeemed , ho 
accepted the offer, and with his bride repaired to the desolate Bumaoda. 
The fruit of this marriage was a daughter • but destiny had decreed that 
Lie race of Aloo Hara should perish. When she had attained the age of 
marriage, she was betrothed. Bumaoda was once more the scene of joy fa nd 
Aloo went to the temple and invited the goddess to the wedding. All war 
merriment ; and amongst the crowd of mendicants who besieged the door of 
hospitality was a decrepit old woman, who came to the threshold of the 
palace, and desired the guard to “tell Aloo Hara she kad come to the feast, 
and demanded to see him but the guard, mocking her, desired h r to 
be gone, and “not to stand between the wind aud him she ivpented her 
request, saying that “she had come by special invitation. ’ But nil was in 
vain ; she was driven forth with scorn. Uttering a deep curse, she dt-naried, 
and the race of Aloo Hara was extinct. It was Vijyaseni hoi self, who was 
thu9 repulsed from the house of which she was protectress ! 

A good moral is here indicated upon the Rajpoot, who in the fatal 
example of Aloo Hara, sees the danger of violating the laws of wide-extended 
hospitality ; besides, there was no hour too sacred, no person too mean, fox 
such claims upon the ruler, For the present, we shall take Lave of Aloo 
Hars, and the “Mother of Victory* of the P&thar, whose shrine T hope to 
visit on my return from Haravati ; when we shall learn what part of h 
panoply she parted with to protect the gallant heir of Bumaoda. 

January 19tk Dctngermow, eight miles; thirroometer 4 


er 


cnoic* 


of ihree routes presented itself to us this morning. To the left lay the cele 
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Alynal, once the capital of Oopermal ; on the right, but out of 
ji t^rlinc-, was the castle of Bhynsror, scarcely less celebrated ; and straight 
before us the pole-star and Rotah, the point to which I was journeying, 
T cut the knot of perplexity by deviating from the direct line, to descend 
the table-land to Bhynsror, and without crossing the Chumbul, nearly re¬ 
traced ray steps, along the left bank, to kotah, leaving Mynal lor my re¬ 
turn to Oodipoor. Our route lay through the antri , or valley, whose north¬ 
ern boundary we had reached, and between it and the Bhamuni. Ihe tract 
v. as barren but covered with jungle, with a few patches of soil lodged amidst 
the hollows or otherwise bare rock, over whose black surface several rills had 
cut a low bed, a l falling into the Bhamuni. One of these had a name which 
we need not translate. "Ihni lor-ca-Khal, and which serves os a boundary 
between the lands of the Bleghawuta of Antri and the Suktawuts ot 
Bhynsror. 

Dangermow-Borao is small putta of twelve villages, yielding fifteen 
thousand rupees of annual rent : but it is now partitioned—six villages to 
ettoh of the towns above- mentioned. They are Suk tawut allotments, and the 
elder, Sukt Sing, has just returned from court, where he had been to have 
the sword of investiture (tular bandai ) girt on him as the lord of borao 
Bishen Sing of Dangermow is at Kotab, where he enjoys the confidence 
JWim Sing and is commandant of cavalry. He has erected a castle on , 

very summit of the third steppe of tl.e Pathar, whose dazzhng white wajs 

contrast powerfully with black and bleak rock on which it 
it a conspicuous object. The Suktawuts of the Pa her are J *e BanSi lam ^ 
itself of the s. cond grade of nobles of Mewar; and the rankof both the chiefs 
of Dangermow and Boras was the third, or th t termed rjoh, but n * L 
each a pnitr, ( at least nominally) of above five thousand rupees yearly rent, 
they lifted in to the latleesa, or amongst the‘thirty two of the sec. i" 

The Bhamuni, whose course will carrv us to its close at Bhynsror, flows 
under the walls of both Dangermow and Borao, and is the cause not on 


gn-atfertUiTy bat of diversity, in this' singular alpine region. The weather has 
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fternating until its ascension dissipated the medium of this beautifm 
-Ion, the more perfect from the sky being cloudless. The mists disappear¬ 
ed from the mountain long before this phantasmagoria finished. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Bhynsrorgurh.—Cairn of a Ragonath Sing of Bhynsrcr. Castle of Bhynsr- 
iT .—Passage forced by the Chumbul tlsrough the Plateau.—Origin and 
etymology of "Bhynsror. — Charuns , the carriers of Raj warm .— The young 
chief of Mehwo becomes the champion of Mcwar.—Avenges the Rarnds 
feud with Jessulmer, and obtains B hynsror.—Tragical death of his Thu- 
koorani , niece of the] Rana. -He is banished.—The Pramar chief's or 
B hynsror.—Cause of their expulsion.—Lull Sing Chondawnt obtains 
B liynsror.—Assassinates his friend the Rana's uncle.—Maun Sing, his son, 
succeeds—Is taken prsioner.—Singular escape.—Reflections on the policy, 
of the British government towards these people.—Antupiities and inscrip¬ 
tions at Bhynsror.—Dctbi .— View from the pass at Nasaircih.—llajpo* l 
cairns. Toinb of a bard.—Sentiments of the people on the effects of our 
interference.—Their gratitude—Cairn of B hatli chief.—Kurrip > De¬ 

populated state of the country.—Inscriptions at Sontra.—Bail temple. 
Ruins.—The Jlolifestival .— Kotah , its appearance . 


February 1 9th y Bhynsrorgurh , ten miles, four furlongs • thermometer jir 
atmosphere dense and oppressive, and roads execrable through a deep forest, 
but for the hatchets of my friends my baggage never could have been got on. 
We passed several hamlets, consisting of do-en orm-re huts, the fir.-t of which 
I find belongs to my young friend Morji of Goorah, himself a vassal of the 
Pramar of Bijolli (one of the sixteen Ornras of Mewar) and holding a few be- 
eg ha of Ihom as his vat or share of the laport (patrimony) of Borao. \Vc 
have^ cleswhere given a copy of the tenure on which Morji holds a village in 
the fief of Bijolli.* At seven miles from Dangermow we ame to a small shri 
no of an Islamite saint who buried himself alive. It is an elevated point, 
from whence is a wild but lovely prospect. There is a coond or fountain, plan* 
t 1 with trees, close to the shrine which attracts a weekly mela or fair attend 
cd by all classes, who cannot help attributing some virtue to a spot where a 
saint, though a Mooslem, thus expiated his sins. In descending, wo heard 
the roaring of mighty waters and soon came upon the Bhanumi, forming n 
one cascade of about fifty feet in height; its furious course during the 
monsoon is apparent from the weeds ifc has left on the trees at least twonfv 
feet above its present level. The fall of the country is rapid, oven from 
this lower spot, to the bed of the Chumbul. Oopermaf must have a consider 
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j Ovation abope the table-land of Janapa, where the Churnbul and o 
5ms have their fountains; but of all this we shall by and bye form a more 
correct opinion. We passed tho cairn of a Rajpoot who fell defending his 
post against the Mcenas of the Kairar, a tract on the banks of the Bunas, 
hlled with this banditti, in one of their last irruptions which disturbed tno 
peace of this region. Each traveller adds a stono, and gave my mite to swell 

J ‘ e The putta of Bhvnsror is held by Ragonath Sing, one of the sixteen 
great lords of MeWar, having the very ancient title of Rawutpecuharto 
Rajpoot ana, and the diminutive of Rao. Bhynsror is one of the best fiefs 
of Mewar, and the lands attached to it are said to be capable of yielding 
one lakh of annual revenue, equalto £50,000 m the dearest countries 
Europe , and when I add that a cavalier can support himself, his steed, &e. 
on £50, its relative value will at once be understood He has also a toll 
upon the ferries of the Churnbul, though not content therewith he levied 
until lately a percentage on all merchandize, besides impositions on travellers 
of whatever description, under the name of kote mnrimut, or repairs of the 
castlewere we, however, to judge by its dilapidated condition we should 

say his exactions were very light, or the funds were “ Wp oommewe 3 
the sole passage of the Churnbul for a great extent and all the commerce of 
higher I i’ Aa, Harouti, and Mewar, passes through this : l 

ol P tvnjarris (traders) termed Vishnue, long established at the’ 
iu Mewar, frequent no other route m their journey » consists of 

the deaerfc to Malwa or Boondelkhmid, Their tanda or cara . ‘ 

six thousand bullocks, and they never make less than two andl o^ en h e 
tu v- m the year. The duty of the raj is five rupees for each hundred 
head thus laden ; but the feudatory, not content with hui unpojtopa of 
‘• >i 3 ’ie repairs” and “bhom” as lord of the manor, has added a hundr ed an- 

fif pe oent to the regular transit duty of the state, which is divided 
to t P wo S , viz, three "rupees and a half for the ferry and as tnuchfor 
Id"i or safe escort through his territory. But as Harouti alway ffor 
protection (which could be said of no other region 0 heavy 

the phot o': the Churnbul was much frequented * **“ found f b 

drawbacks to industry. My friend the vawu a . ». which 

point of a ridge, on an almost isolated n 0 L _^nanse of the 


"tiTthe angle of confluence within which 


river jt) wn- ..I -- -1 

The Bhamuni bounds Bhynsror on the west,fan 

has completely scarped the rock, even to the angL strearn n of a 

is placed tho castle, to whose security a on thewrong side 

little contributes. As by mistake it is placet in P , t j ftn 0 f the 

of the Bhamuni, we shall correct this by erior bj giving a . g • l 
ground, 




On the north alone is it accessible, arid there the hill is scarped *, hut this 
scarp, which is about three hundred yards distant, fotms a good cover, ana 
a few shells thence played upon the Castle would sOOn compel it to surrender 
The rock is a soft, loose, blue schistose slate, which would not retard 
the miner. The approach from the iiver, here about five hundred Vania 
wide, would be destruction. It is never fordable, and its translucent na- 
green waters are now full forty feet in depth. When in the periodical rains it 
accumulates at its source, and is fed during its passage by many minor 
streams from the Vindhya and this oberland , its velocity is overwhelming ; it 
rises above the opposing bank, and laying the whole tract to the base ot the 
the tableland of Haroufci under water, sweeps away in its irresistible course 
even the rocks. Speculation mi^ht here be exhausted in vain attempts to 
explain how nature could overcome the stream could effect its passage through 
this adamantine barrier. The channel cut in the rock is as clean as if per 
formed by the chisel, and standing on the summit of the clilT, which id 
from three hundred to seven hundred feet in height, one discerns, in imagina¬ 
tion the marks of union : to use the words of our last great bard, on the 
Rhone, 

“Heights Which appear as lovora who have parted 

“in uate, whose mining depths so intervene, 

“That they can meet no more, though broken-hearted.** 

I shall by and bye, I trust, obtain a more correct knowledge ot the compara¬ 
tive elevation of this plateau , and the crest of the Vitidhya whence issues 
the Chumbul; but although thi* stream is, of course, much below the level 
of its source, yet there is little doubt th;ot the summit of this chasm (ooper-* 
*nal ) i 3 , as its name indicates, the ‘highest land* of Malwa* I say this after 
making myself acquainted with by the general depression of Malwa to 
this point, in which we are aided by the course of the stream* Tender lUr n- 
sror, the current is never very gentle ; but both above and b low there ato 
rapids, if not falls, of thirty to fifty feet in descent. That above the stream 
is termed the Chooli , because full of whirlpools and eddies, which have given, 
ft sacred character to it, lilo^ the Nerbudda, at ‘the whirlpools of the gn at 
god/ Gkooli Maheswar, A multitude of the round stories taken out or these* 
vortices, when they have been rounded by attrition into a perfectly orbi Ujur 
* hrtn, only require consecration and a little red paint to be converted into t ho • 
Representatives of Bhiroo , the g *d of war, very properly styled the elder bdrti 
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, the destrojer, This is about two miles up the stream ; there is an¬ 
other ut Kotrah, about threo miles down, with several successive rapids. 
The re is a fall in the vicinity of Rampoora, and another about five coss north, 
of it, at Choraitagurh, where the river first penetrates the plateau. There 
I understand, ibis not above seventy yards in breadth, confined between cliffs 
perfectly perpendicular. There is iso said to bo another fall or rapid inter- 
mediate between Rampoora and its source in the peak of Janapa, in the 
neighbourhood of Oneil. If these are all the fails, though only amounting 
to rapids, we may form a tolerable idea of the difference of level between the 
base of the Oopermal and the highland of the Vindhva, whence the Ohumbul 
issues ; and stiU we shall see that there are points where the perpendicular 
cliiid must be some hundred feet abovo the peak of Janapa ; if so, this chasm 


was never formed by water. ‘ , 

Mewar still extends east of the river, and the greater part ^ of tho estate 
of Bbyn -ror is on the opposite side, A small stream, called the Kurb c.v 
Khal, divides the lands of the Haras from those of the Seesodias, and there 
is -i : :ej v/c-mark" Jf or land-mark inscription, at the Shesa tallao , put up cen¬ 
turies ago. To this line, and between it and the Chumbul, is the putta of 
Koomlal ; and farther south, towards Rampoora, is that of Puchail, both con¬ 
taining twonty-four villages attached to Bhynsror. All that tract farther in- 
i-T.r] i n Upper Malwa, termed Malkides, in which are the towns of Chychut 
and fifukeit, was in old times included geographically in Mewar ; it is yet 
possessed by the Suktawufcs, though subject to Kotah. 

Tradition has preserved the etymology of Bhynsror, and dates us 
tion from the second century of the era of Vicrama, though others make it 
antecedent even to him. Be that as it may, it adds a fact of some. impor¬ 
tance, viz. that the Charuns, or bards, were then, as now, the privileg’d 
carriers of Rajwarra, and that thi3 was one of their great lines of communi¬ 
cation. B u nsror, therefore, instead of being the work of some mighty 
conqueror, owes its existence to the joint efforts of Bhynsa Sah, the merchant, 
an ,i Rora, a Charun and Bunjarri, to protect their tandas (caravans) from 
tho lawless mountaineers, when compelled to make a long halt during the 
periodical rains. How many lines of heroes possessed it before the Haras 
established f uemselves among its ruins i3 unknown, though the "universal 
Pr.imar” is mentioned. Its subsequent change of masters, and their names 
and history, are matters of less doubt ; since the altars of the Dodeah, the 
/Tamar, t,he Rahtore", the Suktawut, the Chondawut, 


“—who sought and found, by dangerous ro&de, 
" A path to perpetuity of fame 


nrc still visible. Of the Dodeah name we have already preserved one wreck 
though whether the ‘rocket of tho moon’ was of the family who dwelt upon 
the whirlpools of the Chumbul, we must leave to conjecture. Not so of his 
successor, Kahtore, who was a scion of the house of Mehwo. on the Salt 
River of < he desert, from which, though he was but a vassal of Mundore, the 
Rana scorned not to tako a wife boasting the pure blood of the kings o 
Oarouj. A younger brother accompanied her to the court o ‘ , 

Soon uti or; the Hawn! of Jossulmer dared to put an affront upon the «'*.?•», in • 
acknowledged head of the Rajpoot pace I The chivalry of Mewar wa- a , . 
id, and the been of vengeance held up, which the stripling heir of 
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_ ty&g forward, obtained. Although bu^ fifteen years of age, entreafcied 

Im^apon him to induce him to renounce the enterprize, which in all proba* 
bility some border-feud of hi .3 paternal house and the Bhattis, as well aa 
swamdherma, or fealty, to his sovereign and kinsman, may have prompted. 
His only request was that ho might be aided by two of his intimate friends, 
and five hundred horse of his own selection. How he passed the desert, or how 
he gained admittance to the chief of the Bhatti tribe, is not stated ; suffice it 
to say that he brought the Rawul'a head and placed i£ at the feet of the so¬ 
vereign of Cheetore, for which service he had a grant of Saloombra ; and 
subsequently ( fiefs in those days not being amovible) he was removed to 
Bhynsror. The young Rahtore continued to rise in favour : he was already 
by courtesy and marriage the bhanaij , or nephew, of his sovereign, who for 
this action bestowed upon him a young princess of his own blood; au 
honour which in the end proved fatal. One day, the thakoor '.chief) 
was enjoying himself in his baronial hall of Bhynsror, in the mictat of 
his little court, with a nan'ch, when a fatal curiosity,, perhaps instigated 
oy jealous} 7 , induced his Rani to peep out from the lattice above. Offended 
at this violation of decorum, he said aloud to an attendant,. “Tell the 
ibakoornni , if she is eager to come abroad, she may do so, and 1 will 
rearo. ’ The lady disputed the justice of the reprimand, asserting that her 
Jord had been mistaken, and tried to shift the reproach to one of her damsels; 
but failing to convince him, she precipitated herself from the battlements into 
the whirpQoIs beneath ; the spot where she fell into the Chumbul still retains 
the name of licmigutta, When it was reported to the Rana tjb*it a false ac¬ 
cusation had caused the suicide of his niece, the sentence of banishment from 
hie war was prom unced against the Rahtore, which was afterwards commuted 
out of a regard for his former service to the sequestration of Bhyasror; and 
ho had the small fief of Neemrie and its twenty dependent hamlets, situ ' cd 
upon the Pat liar, and not far from Bhynsror, bestowed upon him. 

Beejy Sing, the descendant of the hero of this tale> has just been to see me; 
a shrewed and stalwart knight, not a whit degenerated by being transplanted 
from the Looni to the Chumbul; for, though surrounded by Mahrafta depre¬ 
dators, by means or the fastnesses in which he dwells, and with the aid of his 
'od lance, with which he repays them in Lind, he ha 3 preserved his little es¬ 
tate in times so fatal to independence. Had T not entered deeply into the his* 
tory of the past; I might have been led away by the disadvantageous reports 
given of these brave men, who were classed with the common freoboolci of 
the hills, and pointed out as meriting similar chastisement; sinco these ass ‘ na¬ 
tions, both for their own security and retaliation on the vagabond Mahrai tas, 
who usurped or destroyed their birthright, gave a colour to the complaints 
against them. 

The Pramar {vulg. Puar) succeeded the Rahtore in the fief of Bhynsror, 
.limy Lmg the foimer held it is uncertain , but tho mode in which tba last 
vassal chiefram lost it and his life together, affords another trait of national 
manners, Here again the fair, whose influence over the lords of Haipootnna 
we have elsewhere mentioned, was the cause of tho catastrophe. The Pr 
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messenger had not left his presence with the reply before the nakarra beat 
The assembly for the k her. The descendants of the ‘black-cloud’ (Kula megh) 
obeyed the summons, and the hamlets on the Bhamuni, or the Paihrtr, poured 
forth their wairiorsat the sound of the tocsin of Beygoo. When the cause 
of quarrel was explained, it came home to every bosom and they forthwith 
marched to avenge it. Their road lay through the forest of Antri; out when 
arrive.! within a few coss of Bhynsror, they divided their band, and while the 
Chief took the more circuitous route of the pass, the heir of Beygoo followed 
he course of the Bhamuni, took the Pramar by surprise, and had slam him in 
sia de combat ere his father joined him. The insult to the Meghawuts being 
avenged the Pramars were about to retaliate; seeing the honour of her house 
thus dearly maintained, affection succeeded to resentment, and the Kajpootm 
determined to expiate her folly with her life. The funeral pile was erected 
close to the junction of the Bhamuni and Chumbul, and she ascended with 
fhe body of her lord her own father setting fire to it. 1 encamped close to 

the altars recording the event. „ . . 

This fond changed the la .v of succession m the Beygoo estate. I he gal¬ 
lantry of the voting Meghavvut consoled the old chief lor the tragical event 
which loot him a daughter • and in a full council of the ‘sons of Kaia-megh, 
the rights of primogeniture were sfet aside in favour of the valorous youth 
and the lord paramount (the Rana ) confirmed the decision. The suhonhnate 
fi v f of Jafchanoh, which formerly comprehended the presen. disti * 

was settled on the elder son, whose descendant, Tej Sing still holds a Aare oi 
it, b-sides the title of Rawut. Both estates have alike suffered from the 
Mahrattas, equally with others in Mewar. . , , , v . . 

r he successor of the Pramar was a Chondawut, of the btanch Rishei; 
awut, and a younger son of Suloornbra; and it would be w 11 for Lall brag 
had he sought no higher distinction than tnat to which his birth entitled 
him But Lalji Rawut was a beacon in the annals cf crime, and is still held 
out as an example to those who would barter a good name here, and the hope 
of the life to come, for the evanescent gifts of fortune. He purchas.d tho 
honours of Bhynsror by shedding the blood of his bosom-friend, the uncle of 

hia anvereign. „ , ,, 

Maharaja Nathji was one of tho sons of Rana Singran Slug, and brother 
to the reigning prince Juggut Sing, >n whose death, doubts of the legitimacy 
of his suooes.-OT.Uiij Sing being raise.!, Nathji aspired to the dignity ; out his 
prniui-ts failed by the death of Raj Sing. He left a posthumous child, whose 
hi. ' .. v and the civil wars engendered by his uncle Cm, who took possession 
of the wall hav * b ten fully detail d. Ursi, «lio was assuredly an usurper 
if the pretender was a lawful son of Rana Raj, bad suspicions regarding his 
own unci.' Nathii. who had once shown a predilection for tho supreme pow. 
but the moment lie heard that his nephew fancied he was plotting against 
him, he renounced ambition, and sought to make hw peace with heaven 
amusing unself with poetry, in which Le had some skill and by oultiv .u g 
bis melons in the bed of the Bunas, which ran under the walls of his ^ 
Bapnro* The fervour of his devotions, and the love and respect whi- 

»«>»ft-c-raKS*' - 

:;h, c,:d m nights, accompanied by a single attendant he was acou.^ ^ ^ 

mil uu th hike, and thenos convey water to sprinkle the reported to 
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>ttuBjJEana that, by means of those ascetic devotions, he was endeavouring to 
enlist- the gods in hia traitorous designs, and, determined to ascertain the 
truth, Ursi, with a confidential friend, disguised himself, and repaired h> the 
stops of the temule. Nathji soon appeared with his brazen vessel of water, 
and as he passed, the prince, revealing himself, thus addressed him “Why 
all this devotion, this excess of sanctity ? U it be the throno you covet, ui_cle, 
it i^ your's ;* to which Ursi, in no wise thrown oh his guard, replied with much 
urbanity, “You are my sovereign, my child, and I consider my devotions as 
acceptable to the deity, from their giving me such a chief, for my prayers are 
for your prosperity.” This unaffected sincerity reassured the Ran a; but the 
chiefs of Deogurh, Bheendir, and other clans, being dissatisfied with the harsh 
and uncompromising temper of their sovereign, endeavoured to check his 
ebullitions by pointing to the Maharaja as a refuge against his tyranny. 

To be released from such a restraint, Ursi at last resolved on assassin¬ 
ating his uncle , but his valour and giant strength made the attempt a service 
of danger, and he therefore employed one who, under the cloak of friendship, 
could use lhe poignard without risk. LaU Sing was the man ,the bosom-fri¬ 
end of the Maharaja, who, besides exchanging turbans with him, had pledged 
his friendship at the altar; a man who knew every secret of his heart, and 
that there was no treason in it. It was midnight, when a voice broke in upon 
his devotions, calling on him from the portico by name. No other could havo 
taken this liberty, and the, reply “Come in, brother Lalji;whafc brings you hero 
at such an hour? 7 had soarcely passed the lips of Nathji, when, as he made tho 
lasr prostration to the image, he received the dagger of his friend in his nock, 
and the emblem of Siva was covered with his blood 1 For this service, the 
assassin was rewarded with the fief of Bhynsror, and a seat amongst the six¬ 
teen barons of Mewar; but as the number cannot be increased, the rights of 
the Ruktawut chief of Bansi were cancelled: thus adding one crime to an oih- 
cr, which however worked out its own reward, and at once avenged the mur¬ 
der o l Nathji, and laid Mewar in ruins, causing fresh streams of the blood 
which had already so copiously flowod from tho civil wars arising out of tho 
hostility of these rival clans, the Sukfcawuts and Chondawuts*. 

Lalji did not long enjoy bis honours; his crime of “triple dye” was a.or 
present to his mind, and generated a loathsome, incurable disease : for even in 
these lands, where such occurences are too frequent, “tho still^small voieo” is 
heard: worms consumed the traitor while living, and Ins memory is blasted 
now that he is dead ; while that or Nathji is sanctified, as a spirit gentle, val¬ 
orous, and devout. 

Matin Sin*., the son of this man of blood, succeeded to the honours of 


Bhynsror, and 


where the Ru 
was badlv wounded, made 


was a soldier of no 
a of Mewar made th 


common stamp. At the buttle of Oojein, 
grand stand for iidependence, Maun 
captive, and brought iu the train of tho conquer¬ 
ing Mahrat(a, when he laid siege to Oodipoor. As he wa3 recovering from 
his wounds, his friends attempted to effect his liberation through that nOtor- 
ions class called the Baoris, and contrived to acquaint him with tho plot, 
The w unded chief was consoling himself for his captivity bv that great pan.v 
ecu tor ennui , a nautch, and applauding the fine voice oi' a aongstrea 
eifi as she warbled a tuppa of t?ie Punjab when a significant sifm y 


by a stranji 
staggered 


9i. He in 
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dirktiess, which favoured the Boo,* design; who, ^hilo orl 

hi fVi -ivb took possession of the pallet, wrapped the sick chief in acM^i 

fshcot’) threw him on his back, and earned him through the camp of the 
t.» ieJnrt in ihe oitv The Rana .rejoiced at his liberation, commanded a salute 

*1» Mahatu leader LacI of > i. pn.one,', 
the question « » the caase of auoh.rejo.c.nf r .hey 

SS- 

fr „ , .. .. lid,, and elegant construction, adds greatly to the picturesque ernes 
" ■ 11,1 "s '■ , ° . ! • f R .rrhiinath Sinir. who suceeedcd Maun, 

mimmiMwm 

alter ZX ThSl So hilS were nightly let loose upon him, until he was 
forced to make a P^cipitato , • f am y v without a passing remark on 

th, irsiriw °«‘P 


ong.. my MMWWI “f' " “”P“ aoJ ' „f the M 

■was i he Maharaja - heodon Sing, - o r Hajrore and from whom I 
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nwlt, receive..share of .ts melons, “»» Ml.bv.ted 

as his grandehire. The annual knot ( ^ j ^ 0 f Oodipoor, and I was 
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before, however, we altogether quit the wild;; of the Chumbul, we must 
5ord that Bbynsror had been visited by another man of blood, the renown¬ 
ed Alla o din, in whose epithets of k hooni, or ‘the sanguinary •* and 
Secunder Sani } or ‘the second Alexander,’ by which history has giv- n him 
perpetuity of infamy, we recognize the devastating and ferocious Ghilji king, 
who assailed every Hindu prince in India, Obedient to the letter of the 
law, he had determined to leave not one stone upon another of the temples 
or palaces of Bhynsror. Every where we searched for memorials of the 
Hoon i whose name is also connected with the foundation of Bhynsror of tne 
Pram «r or the Dodeah but in vain. The vestiges of these ages had disap¬ 
peared, or been built up in the more modern fortifications. Two such Inscrip¬ 
tions we indeed discovered, reversed and applied as common building mat ri¬ 
als in tho walls around the town : one was dated S. 1179 ( A. 1). 1123) but 
being in, the old ornamented Jain character, would have required time and la 
hour to decypher. The other is also anterior to Alin, and the ornaments in this 
are decidedly Jain; its purport is as follows : ,on the purb ifull moon) of Scor- 
airi (tho birth day of Siva) Maha Rae’an Derae Rae Sing Deo bestowed, in 
the name of Rameswar, the village of Tuttagurh in poon (religious gift) 
Those who maintain the grant will enjoy the fruits resulting therefrom or in 
the words of the original; 

“Ji'sict jissajidhu bkomi, 

"Tissa tissa , tidh'.i phulluxig , 


Samvat 1302 (A.D, 1246 ).” This form of sasun , or religioi s charity, is 
peculiar, and styeld sasun, Udyadit x which proves that the Pramav, of whom 
^ 1S 19 a memorial, was a feudatory of the prince of Dhar, whose era has been 
Xe( ' v/ h * Se ^ scover * es stimulated our research, aud my revered friend and 
gum, who is now deeply einbued with antiquarian enthusiasm, vainh adored 
a large reward for permission todig for the image of Parswanath, his great 
V 0 !: 1 ’ ° x w hose shrine he has no doubt the first inscription is a memorial* 
• r en j eave place ( indeed our baggage had gone on), we wc re 

informed of some celebrated temples across the river at a place called Barolli, 
anciently Dholpoor. The shrine is dedicated to Guteswara Mahadeva, with 
a Lingam revolving in the yoni x the wonder of those who venture amongst its 
a cost impervious and unfrequented woods to worship. As I could - go 
myself, 1 despatched the guru to hunt for inscriptions and bring me an ac¬ 
count of'it. 


. • January, eleven miles ; thermometer 48°.—Re-ascended the 

tJ * te PP* ° r 0111 miniature Alp, at the Nasairah pass {ghat) th* foot of 
which was exactly five miles from Bhynsror, and three and a half furjongs 
inore r?at 113 its summit ,which is of easy ascent, nurngh the pathway 
was rugged, lying between high peaks on either side This alcne will givo 
b tolerable idea ot tho height of the Pathar above the level of the river, 
d 1 'iV K < ' ee ® °°ver the lull from the base to its summit, through which we 
Z. 1 ' ne rT er f ave : ou ?f. a P assa ge for the baggage without the axe. Besides 
it i* 1 e . , y narin dtrees, there was the lofty semut, or oottor tree ; 
, . V 1 0K ^ KC0 > llc ^ looks like a leper amongst its healthy hi -i.hr.. : the 
cun 00 , or, e ony- ree now in full fruit, and the useful dho besidesnv.v.y others 
of less magnitude I ho landscape from the summit was grand : wo look -li¬ 
no vvn upon the Unrnuth {vulg. Chumbul) and the castle of Raghuimth •, 
while the eye commanded a long sweep of the black Bh ainuni gliding 
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tl'.rouSh the vale of Antri to its 1 termination At th tombs of the Suktftwufs 
Tho road to Dabi was very fair for such a tract, and when within four miles 

of our tents, we crossed a stream said to have its fountain at Myna], which 

must consequently be one of the heighestpoints of Oopermal. This rill aff¬ 
orded another means of estimating the height of our position, for besides the 
general fell to the brink of the chasm, it precipitates itself in a fine cascade 
of three hundred feet. Neither time nor place admitted ol our following this 
rill to its termination, about six miles distant, through a rugged woody tract. 
From the summit of the pass of Nasairah, we hod a peep at the t»mb of a 
Mocslem saint, whence the ground gradually shelved to the end of our jor- 

ney at Kotah. -i 

Dabi is the line of demarcation between Mewar and boonci, bceing lt- 
eelfin the fatter state, in the district of toecha,—dreary enough ! It pro- 
duces however, rice and mukhi, or Indian corn, and somo good patches of 
wheat. Wc passed the cairns , composed of loose stones, of several Rajpoots 
-h ; n in defending their cattle against the Meenast of the Kairar. I was 
particularly struck with that of a Charun bard, to whose memory they have 
set un a pallia, or tombstone, on which is his effigy, hia lance at rest, and 
.hiolcf extended, who most likely fell defending his tanda. lias tract was 
grievously oppressed by the banditti who dwell amidst the ravines of the 
Bunas, on the western declivity of the plateau. “Who durst said myguide, 
as we stopped at these tumuli, “have passed the Pathar eighteen months g 
they (tho Meenu?) would have killed you for the cakes you had about y , 
now vou may Cifrry gold. These green fields would have been shared per¬ 
haps leaped altogether, by them ; but now, though there in no superfluity, 
there is 'play for the teeth/ and we can put our turban under our heads 
night without the fear of missing it in the morning. A tul Raj . may your 
sovereignty last for ever f This is tho universal language of men who have 
nev r known peaceful day, who have been nurtured amidst the elements of 
discord and rapine, and who, consequently, can appreciate tho change, albeit 
they were not mere spectators. "We must retaliate,” said a sturdy C h , 
one of Morii’s vassals, who, with five besides himself, insisted on conducting 
me to Bhyiisror, and would only leave me when I would not let them go be¬ 
yond the I was much amused with the reply of one of whom I 

'topped with the argumentum ad vert cimham, as he began a long harangue 
about five buffaloes carried off by the Thakoor of Neemne, and begged ray 
aid for their recovery. I said it was too far back ; and added, laughing, 

“fome Thakoor confess ; did you never balance the siccount elsewhere 

have tot many, and taken many, but ita 
Jm a Unde 1 «"™i **» J/Zi of Bnmji 

if Ar}l <. nf i ^omnlimeutcd him on his ahmity with A!' 0 ,ihe lord r 
, i tickled his vanity not a little. In vain I begged them to return, alter 
,• . manv miles. To aU my solicitations the Ohohan replied, 

SyJJ. liav® 1 brought us comfort, and this is mun-ca chakric ‘service of the 
h , • T ac. eS it as such, and we “whiled the gait” witiw sketch - 
crane bv Each foot of the country was familiar to them. 
At'to of* the X in the midst of the wood, tho? all paused for a second ; 
it was raised, over the brother of tM Bhjttithakoor and 0 £° h ' dif , oe rn 
passed, added a atone to this monumental heap. * created in 

whether the same feeling was produced in them which the not 
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if it existed, it was not betrayed, They wore too familiar with the 
euitedtott p!Lr° raanC00fth0 *° Cne: y< * * ** °' 10 al ^diernoti!l- 

Ktirripoor, 2 1st February,9 )■ miles—Encamped in the glen cf wurrinoo- 

n*-***. 5but fine, clear, 1,5*4 ‘ “ 

SS m „f y nS 0U " h . a ,rc r ,,d0,,s iu!, “ le - Half -' v:, y. crossed the rid.- J: 
altitude of which made up for the descent lo Dabi lr,:t from wWne: - 

again descended to Kumpoora. Th ro were many hurnb in this almost 
impervious forest > but all were desolate and the only trade of population 
was m the altars of those who had defended to the death their dreary ab ties 
against tao ruthless M ena of the Kairar, which we shall v-i it on our t im. 

About a mile after we had Commenced our march this morning we 
observed the township of Sontra on Our right, which is always conjoined to 
Dabi, to designate the tuppa Of Dibi Sontra, a sub division of Loecha. 

oirtg informed by a scout that it contained inscriptions, [ requested mv qnrtt 
“ d ,°" e ° f “y t0 2° the ^. The search .(forded .a new proof of 

r .V* \ / ^ °i * r . a ! nar avra y> and of the conquests of another “Lord 
found Cc™ ‘ h ? **•'. A l» din, the kmJ Atartn-W. Tho Tali 

wbfch^USJ ?n 4 - f l ' W, - n ? ln f n : ,fcI01 ' 3 . anfl many p from three of 

Which placed in juxta position, lie copied the foil .wmg insoriptW- 

fiTm ,Sf Vat J4-2(A. U. 1336). Pardi, Tcza and his son Deol ■ Pardi, 

sold theif 5 ^ f ° r tho knUimins, their cattle, and their wives. 


; o i o' ^ •*-“ ^ le 1H °T»th of Asar (h«j; ,-kmi ): IJon.’av 

fbr (,LTr 3t [ e - ° f S °' ilra \* Hlra ' oan doo, V ) ll,e PramarOoda, Kula, Bl»Ou.:a! 
eli8'tenoe.^ k > WW<?Sl BrQi,min3 > aIo,, 8 with the putta Chopdn, sold their 

Eoocrha th!rhi A ' ] a\ 0) th r 14 Asar > aQ ' 1 Monday, at Sont agram, 
his hfc ,;t Ch ' m defence of tho S oda > wife and the Brahmins told 

rock following was copied from a coond, or fountain excavated in the 

b. 1370 ( A.l >. 1314) the 10th of Asar (sudi ekum), ho, -11030 '.enown 
is unequalled, the king, the lord of men, Maharaja Adhoraj, Sri Alla-o uin. 
with his army of three thousand elephants, ten lakhs of horse, war oh mots 
aud foo without number, conquering from Sambhur in the north, Jlalwa. 
Ivurnat, Hlanorh Jhalore, Jessulrner, Deogir, i ylung, even to the shores of 
,ocean, and ^handrapoon m the east ; victorious over all the kings of the 
earth, and by whom Sutrawan Doorg, with its twelve townships, have bivn 
v»es..ec mu the ., ramar Maunsi; by whoso son, Beelaji, whose birth-place. 
(jot-pat) is Sri Dhar, this fountain was excavated. Written and also en¬ 
graved by Sydeva the stone-cutter ( sootradha >•).” 

wae - jl,1 facc of the fountain was another inscription, but there 

ta* •«* t M r r M i 

dc ( endent on Gheeto.e when UT1 d, , the ;VIori dynasty and t i lift w 01 ,j y 0m , 
of the subdivisions of Central India, which was all under Pramar dominion, 
from the Nerbudd* to the Jumna an assertion proved by inscrip,ion* 
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more of this afc Mynal and Bijolii onou* 1 
I resolve to bo thoroughly acquainted 


editions. Wo shall hear 
return over Oopermal, which 
with. 

Kotah, February 22 d, eleven miles to the banks of the Chumbul. 
Although not a cloud was to bo seen, the sun was invisible till more than 
spear-high, owing to a thick vapoury mist, accompanied by a cold pirecing 
wind from he north-west. The descent was gradual all the way to the 
ri"er, but the angle may bo estimated from the fact that tho pinnaclo (kullus) 
of tho palace, though one hundred and twenty feet above the level of the 
Chumbul, was not visible until within five miies of the bank. The barren 
tract wo ’p a33ei l over ^ al1 * n Boondi, until wo approach Kotah, where the 
lands of Nandta intervene, the personal domain of the regent Zalim Sing, 
and the only territory belonging to Kotah west of the Chumbul. Kurri- 
T.oora, as well as all this region, is inhabited by Bhils, of which race a very 
intelligent individual acted this morning as our guide. He says it is called 
by them (. Bala-ca-noond , and that they were tho sovereigns of it until dis¬ 
possessed by the Rajpoots. We may credit them, for it is only fit for Bhils 
or their brethem ol the forest, the wild beasts. But I rejoiced at having 
seen it, though I have no wish to retrace my steps over this part of my 
journey. Hftlf way, wc passed a roofless shed of loose stones, containing the 
divinity of the BhiJs: it is in the midst of a grove of thorny tangled brush 
wood, whose boughs were here decorated with shreds of various coloured cloth, 
offerings of the traveller to the forest divinity for protection against evil 
spirits, by which I suppose the Bhils themselves are meant. 

We must not omit (though we have quitted tho Pathar) to notice tho 
’Maypoles’ erected at the entrance of every village in the happy vastant or 
spring whose concluding festival, the Holi or Saturnalia, is just over. Phis 
year the season has been most ungenial, and has produced sorrow rather 
than gladness. Every pole has a bundle of hay or straw tied at the top, 
and some have a cross stick like arms and a flag flying ; but in many parts 
of the Pathar, the more symbolic plough was substituted, dedicated to the 
goddess of fruition, and served the double purpose of 3 £prt«</;pole, and 
frightening the deer from nibbling the young corn. . , 

The appearance of Kotah is very imposing, and impresses the mind 
with a more lively notion of wealth and activity than most cities in India. 
A strong wall with bastions runs parallel to, and at no great distance from 
the river, at the southern extremity of which is tho palace (p.acec, within a 
eastlo separated from the town), whose cupolas and slender minarets give to 
it nn air of light elegance. The scene is crowded with objects animate ana 
n.animato, Between the river and the city are masses of people plying 
various trades • but the eye dwells upon the terminating bastion to t ie 
north which is a little fort of itseflf, and commands the country on both 


banks. But we shall have more to say regarding this during our bait, 


’vhlefc is lilrr (y to be of some eontimiauee. 


# The yarn© practice is described by Purk aa ©sitting in Africa. 
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Unhealthiness of the season at Kotah.—Eventful character of the 'period of 
the author's residence there. —T [he cuckoo.—Description of the encamp¬ 
ment.—Cenotaphs oj the Haras.—Severe tax upon the curiosity of travel¬ 
lers in Kotah.— General insalubrity of Kotah.—Wells infected. — Produc¬ 
tive of fevers—Taking leave of the Alaharao and Regent.—The Regent's 
sorrow.—Cross tlte Chumbul.—Restive elephant.—Kunari .— Regent's pat¬ 
rimonial estate. — Nandta .— Author's reception ly Madhu Sing.—Rajpoot 
music. — The Punjabi tuppa.—S cene of the early recreations of Z dan 
Sing. —T alera. — Nocigong.—Approach of the Rajah of Boondi —S pirn- 
dour of the cortege:— Boondi.—The castellated palace , or Boondi-ca-mahl 
Visit to the Rajah.—Illness of our party.— ; Quit Boondi .— Cenotaphs in 
the village of S itoor.—The tutelary deity , Asapurna.—Temple of Bha 
vani. —Ba>iks of the Maij •— Thanoh „— Inscriptions.—Jehajpoor. — Respect * 
able suit of the Bwme chief—Singular illness of the Author , 

Nandta , September 10th, 1821.—A day of deliverance, which had been 
looked forward to by all of us as a new era in our existence. The last 
four months of our residence at Kotah was a continued struggle against 
cholera and deadly fever : never in the memory of man was such a season 
known. This is not a state of mind or body tit for recording passing events; 
and although the period of the last six months—from my arrival at Kotah 
in February last, to my leaving it this morning—has been one of the mo»t 
eventful of my life, it has left fewer traces of these events upon my mind 
for notice in my journal than if I had been less occupied. The reader may 
be referred, for an abstract of these occurrences, to Chapter Sixth, which 
will make him sufficiently acquainted with the people amongst whom wo 
have been living. To try back for the les 3 important events which furnish 
the thread of the Personal Narrative, would be vain, suffering, whilst M is 
journal is written, under fever and ague, and all my friends and servants in 
a similar plight. Though we more than once changed our ground of encamp 
inept, sickness still followed us. We got through the hot winds tolerably 
until the dog-days of June; but, although 1 had experienced every \ 1 cis 3 i' 
tude of temperature in every part of India, I never felt any thing to bo com¬ 
pared with the few days of June at Kotah. 

it was shortly after we had shifted the camp from the low paddy fields to 
the embankment of the Kishore eagur , or Take, 1 immediately o:\tb of the 
city, the sky became of that transparent blue which dazzles the eye to look 
at. Throughout the day and night, there was not a zephyr even go arir a 
jeaf, but he repose and stillness of death. The thermometer v as ld-T in 
the tent, and the agitation of the punkha produced only a more suffocating 
air, Irom which 1 have fled, with a sensation bordering on madness, to tha 
gardens at the buse of the embankment of the lake. Bui the shade even 
of the tamarind or cool plantain was still lets supportable. Do feathered 
tribe, with their beaks opened, their wings flapping or hanging Untidily 
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/and panting for breath, like ourselves, sought in vain a cool retreat, 
’ses stood with heads drooping before their untasted provender. 
Amidst this universal stagnation of life, the only sound which broke upon 
the horrid stillness, was the note of the cuckoo; it was the firsc time I had 
ever heard it in India, and its cheerful sound, together with the associations 
it awakened, produced a delightful relief from torments which could not 
long be endured. Wo invariably remarked that the bird opened his note at 
the period of greatest heat, about two o’clock in the day, and continued 
during intervals for about an hour, when ho changed his quarters and 
quitted us. I afterwards became more familiar with this bird, and every 
day in tho hot weather at Oodipoor, when I resided in one of the villas ia 
the valley, I not only heard but frequently saw it.* 

The reader can easily conceive the scene of our encampment; it Wfi3 at 
the north-eastern angle of the lake, having in front that little fairy islet 
wirh its light Saracenic summer abode. Gardens fringed the base of the 
embankment, which was bordered with lofty trees; the extended and 
gigantic rircumvallation, over the parapets of which peeped the spires and 
domes of temples or mosques, breaking the uniformity, and occasionally even 
shewing the distant and elevated land beyond the Chumbul. We had also 
clo.-o to us a spot sacred to the manes of the many heroes of tins noble 
family. I frequented the cenotaphs of the Haras, which, if less magnificent 
than these of Alar war or Me»var, or even of the head of their line of Boondi, 
may vie with then) all in tho recollections they conjure up of patriotism and 
foalty, and of the deadly rancour attendant of civil strife This cluster of 
itioa'unonts approaches near to the city wall, but is immediately under the 
dam of tho lake, and being enveloped in foliage, almost escapes observation. 
I was rejoiced to s o the good order in which they were maintained, which 
was another of the anomalies in the Regent’s character : for what can so 
much k* 1 paii/e the proud spirit of the Haras as these trophies of their 
vj , / But whatever the motive of the act, it is a tribute to virtue ; nor 
' oubl I rc.-ist nn exclamation 01 respect to the veteran Regent, who is 
r ' S.g a monument to the last prince, which, if it survive to distant times, 
will nrr’.-rd rr.« 10 to some future traveller to say, that, with Maharao Omed 
Sjng, Is or ah appears to hive attained the summit ol its power. Nor should 
J deny mysc If tho praise of ha nething to do with this harmless piece 

of vanity - ; h r I procured for tho Regent free permission from the liana of 
' f o war to , <k.r from the marble quarry at Kankerowli whatever suited his 
pnr < .'P?, without price or du 
sinofe their ancient quarrel, 
fic-ut gardens, of many acres in extent, abounding in exotic flowers and 
/mi 1,3 wit!) p . 1 1 < rr» 3 of rose-trees, ea- b of many roods of land. Hut what 
•o , • ill tb . luxuries conjoined with cholera morbus, and 6vp> tezerra, 

4 certain f v r, and every other fever, around us ? But even th» se physical 
i;i. r.-xv i c/hi , / com.[. '.red to the rn- rd evils which it was my duty to find 
: > • for or to miciirate * and they were never adverted to in the many 


arnie quarry air Acm^iuwa. nurtu,c»ci 
uty: a request he was too proud to make himself 
We bad also the range of Madhu Sing’s magni¬ 


fy 


LU £ 

Idrc-seed, during our 


eaidence in this petit enfev, to supremo 


Iti umi-v lt'peofc Ji£e u sparrow-hawk, perhaps a little more ulo&gafcvil and 

' ui iomi a let ue h#ftk I ihiuk aUtvight, 
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o enthusiast may imagine how delightful travelling must be amongst 
teresting races ; to visit the ruins of ancient greatness, and to road 


~ interesting 

their history in their onuaients;to march along the margin of such 
streams as the Chumbul r the Bhamuni ; to be escorted by these gulmnt 
men, to be the object of tueir courtesy and lriendship, and to benefit the 
condition of the dependant class j but the price ol this enjoyment was so 
high that few would voluntarily pay it, namely, a perpetuity of : 11 - health. 
Fortunately, however, for ouiselves and our country, if these offices aro 
neither sinecures nor beds of roses, we do not make them beds of thorns; 
there is a heart-stirring excitation amidst such scenes, which keeps tho 
powers of mind and body alert : a feeling which is fortunately more conta¬ 
gious than cholera, and communicable to all around. How admirably was 
this feeling exemplified this morning! Could my readers but have beheld 
the soldiers of my escort and other establishments, as they were ferried e ver, 
the Chumbul, he would have taken them for ghosts making tho trajet of the 
Styx 5 there was not one of them w r ho had not been in the gripe of pestilen¬ 
tial fever or ague. Some of them had cholera, and half of them had en¬ 
larged spleens. Yet, although their muskets were too heavy for thorn, thero 
were neither splenetic looks nor peevish expressions. It was as delightful 
as it was wonderful to see the alacrity, even of the bed-ridden, to leave their 
ills bohind them east of tho Chumbul, 


Scarcely any place can be more unhealthy than Kotah during tho mon¬ 
soon. With the rise of the Chumbul, whose waters filtrate hrough tho 
fissures of the rock, tho wells are filled with mineral poison and tho essence 
of decomposed vegetation. All those in the low ground at our first encamp¬ 
ment were overflowed from this cause • and the surface of each was covered 
with an oily pellicle of metallic lustre, whose colours were prismatic, varying, 
with position or reflection, from shades of a pigeon's breast (which if most 
resembled) to every tint of blue blending with gold. It is tho same at 
Oudipoor during the periodical rains, and with similar results, intermittent 
and terfcain fevers, from which, as I said, not a man, European or native, 
escaped. They are very obstinate, and though not often fatal, 
,Mf: difficult to Extirpate, yielding only to calomel, which perhaps p*encratv 3 
a train of ills. 


The last few days of our stay were passed in the ceremonials of leave- 

t'dunig. On the 5th, in company with the Regent, I paid my last visit to 

) Paharao, who with his brothers returned my farewell visit tin day 

fol owing ; and on the * th and Oth the same formalities were observe 1 wita 

t' hi gent. The man who hud passed through such scenes as the reader has 

perused now it tho very verge of existence, could not repress his sorrow. 

iiis orbkss eyes were filled with tears, and as I pressed his pahied h:mda 

v ip b we! o extended over me, the power of utterance entirely doaer -d 

- iuk v \ 0i *!° t * *-kis, if J did not know that vanity has uo share in 

f eto * n * co, ‘ 3lder y be a virtue ia the Regent f have ende ivoured 

xy ,lr : ; y j ' P , and cou ld not omit this trait. I felt he had a regard 

v ■vw'u f. -T!, l t- u f 6 °f kiod expressions, but their full value was 

always doubtful till this day. 

did not get down to the point of embarkation for some hours after my 
suite, having been detained by the irresistible hold of agu and fever though 
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before the hot-fit had left me. The Regent had prepared the grand 
barge, which soon landed me on the opposite bank ; bnt Futteh Bahadocr, 
my elephant, seemed to prefer his present quarters to Oodipoor: after his 
hmrrht nad and o f her oear had. been taken eft and put into the boat, he 
pIunged P into the Ohumbul’ with delight, diving in the deepest water, and 
maT£ a water-spout of his probiscis. He had got t^thirdof the way 
“ms when a new female elephant, less accustomed to these cross ngs 

<• 1*1 «!*. ** *& 

„ relation of the Regent, and one of the Omras of Kotah. It is a thriving 
com forcible lace and the pinnacled mahl of the Raj gave to it an air u- 
Sgnity as wed as of the picturesque. Our route to Nandia was over a rich 
a„d hiVhlv cultivated plain, studded with mango-groves! which do not sur 
nSo us since we know it is the family estate of the Regent. The patn.no- 
S S », therefore, much cherished end is £ 

aon Madhu Sing, by whom I was met half way between Run , 

ducted to the family dwelling. . residence. We entered 

Nandta is a fine specimen of a Rajpoot baronia -Uineh or saloon 

through a gateway, at the top of which, jgf k “’ $ Sand, 

for the band, into an extensive c ^rt having colonn^^^ p^- ^ pavj . 

in whic!) the vassals were ran 8 e(k . bvoramrer i e s and odoriferous flowers, 

is xtSdrin^iSeTS »$*»**» ^ 

tfUZZl verdure, Under .he arcade .tb a. p»v.h.n, .»*** 

thousand welcomes, thundering " f 1 7 afion 9 pafBed and the area was 

we took our seats; and scarcely had c ngratulations patseu fe 

cleared of our escorts, when, to the sound of «» *"^, iciiy( 
notesof the Punjabi tnppa. saluted our ears. Thereis^apl of 

in this music, which denotes originality, am fastidious when warbled in 
the ^mpSTmannerwS some^these ^idityof 

»»*. hfa , JZ’jTT-enuSfiaT » S*Mweei m »«d the group®, »b*» 

seat I occupied, cha' bn ji i . of an bo ur, in obc- 

counter rotated in the' anna 3 ’ ^ ■ Curtesy to the son of the ■ R"gcn*, 

dionce to tno laws of eti \ucxte 9 an l d hastened to ;• u a 

who had come thus far to escort me, we cook leave ana 

(nip of tea, 


MINISr^ 
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^ 7 afora, September llth.—Tvro miles north-west. of Nandta we passed 
le boundary o t the Regent’s estate and the Boondi territory. The roads 
were good, over a well-wooded plain, the cotton particularly thriving Talera 
la a large vihage on the margin of a fine clear stream, its banks delightfully 
wooded, abounding in fish, which even tempted my invalid friends to try 
their luck, lalera is in the jageer of the vakeel who attends mo on the 
part of the Boondi Raja, but is still a heap of ruins, and being on the high 
roads, is open to parties of troops. 

Noagong, February \2th .~ The road very fair, though a little winding 
to avoid some deep ravines. The land rich, well-watered, and too much 
wooded ; but man is wanting to cultivate the fertile waste. The encamping 
ground afforded not a single tree to screen us from a scorching sun. We 
passed two cenotaphs, where Rajpoots had fallen • but there ivas no inserjr • 
tion, and no one could reveal their history. 

Boondi , September 13t/«.—The country and roads, as usual, flat, with an 
apparent descent from Talera to the base of the Boondi range, whose craggy 
uui unequal summits shewed it could be no buttress to the table-land with 
S Z 1C \ i 6 , umte3> ! rhe general direction of the range is east-north-east, 
though there are diverging ndge3, the course of which it is impossible to 


As we neared the capital of the Haras, clouds of dust, gradually 
obscuring the atmosphere, wero the first signal of the Raja's approach : soon 
the sound of drums, the clangor of trumpets, and tramping of steeds, 
became audible, and at length the Sandni-as W are, or camel-messongorn 
announced the Rajas presence. IIo was on horseback. Instantly 1 dis- 

7mv Stirs » an M r h0USh t00 Weak t0 00nteild with the five 
etiZtir K Vadla> - fc r? ld have been an unpardonable sia against 

etiquette to have remained elevated above the prince. Ul JavadiaV wai- 
propensities were awakened at the stir of this splendid retinue from 

with noble an0a S r e r shi 5 ^ ou **g Ha - issuedf'Vitohing the world 
, 7 tb ' 10b t h ° r3eUiansblp; a “ d as > in aHthe various evolutions of the 
manege, there was not a steed m Raj warra could surpass mine to mv vast 

rrrr and -jury danf?er > '»*«««*** rffisss K 

uaran f^r? 6 of . hls bounds, he had his fore- foet on the broken 

which pv-ia i r ' aor ' f ° 1 ^» ? nd I turned him short, he throw up his head 
irS l” ‘‘the °u 2 i; tb „ nUn ®' ;n , d “ ade my Ckaboolcmar exclaim, “All 
wrh mv fri-rd °l A l R and , a few more bounds biought me in eon tact 
IVirTi* « nV h Ra ° Ra,a ’ when we dismounted and embraced. After 
rnu tbreYf l l g f h **? S?” 6 <:erem0n y with principal chiefs, he again gave 
wfrn h i, i-Y hu ,f. ?°.P rov « the strength of his friendship, ta he said 

With otheV affeo2’n a te 19 wdcoies toTt'ott* 1 y0U h d aVe at la ^.’ 

etinuo was striking, but nob ao mtmh f T* ? preC6 ? ed T 1 “ 
toyous feeling whichpervaded every' mr/oA f fr ?V, ho 

.anee in the midst of about °* 'V 4 ni - V f ,le ; K twirled hw 



again 

return for the restoration 





PERSONAL NARRATIVE. 


<SL 


omo ? My ancestors were renowned in the time of the kings, in whosd 
service many lost their lives ; and the time may come when I may evince 
what I feel, if my services should be required : for myself, my chiefs, are all 
-I would pledge my existence that performance would not have 

. . . • fTT _ 11 n ^ ..1 A u /\ r n i Ain riQA 1 n 


yours. j. -vouiu pieugu 1"‘— , ‘ V • 

lagged behind his promise. We allowed a quarter ol an hour to elapse, in 
eder to avoid the clouds of dust which a Rajpoot alone can breathe without 
inconvenience; and accompanied by my worthy and dignified old friend, 
the Maharaj Bikramajeet, we proceeded to our tents, placed upon the bank 
of a tank beyond the town. 

The covp-d'ml of the castellated palace of Boondi, from whichever side 
you approach it, is perhaps the most striking iu India ; but it would 
require a drawing on a much larger scale than is here given, to compre¬ 
hend either its picturesque beauties or its grandeur. Throughout Rajwarra, 
which boasts many fine palaces, the “Booiulica inahl” is allowed to possess the 
first rank for which it is indebted to situation, not less than to the splendid 
additions ’which it his continually received : for it is an aggregate o 
palaces, each having the name ol its founder; and yet the whole so well 

harmonizes, and the character of the architecture is so uniform, that its 

breaks or fantasies appear only to arrise from the peculiarity o the l"' 81 ' 1 ®"- 
aJd serve to diversify its beauties. The Chutter-mahl, or that built V &*£ 
Chuttarsal, is the most extensive and moat modern addition. It na 
noble halls, supported by double ranges of columns of ^pe^Unc 
own native quarries, m which the vassals are ranged, and thro % 
ranks you must pass before you reach the state apartments; the view from 
which is grand. Gardens are intermingled with palaces raised on g gantm 

terraces. In one of these I was received by the Raja, on my visit the « 

1 ' . .. i. .i-u nif-Mira to himselt the 


In these halls, through a vista of the vassais, wuuso cuwmwsu ; 

delighted me, to the inner palace ; when, having conversed on the alia. r. 
his country for some time, the Raja led the way to one of the graces, 

I v;us pui prised to find a grand court assembled, under the shade o. im.m 
trees, treUsacd vines, and a fine marble reservoir of water. Ibe cbM» 
retainers, to the uumb.r of at least a nupdred were drawn up in - d 
the head of which was the throne. The prospect was fine, both ior irear 
distant \irws, as it includes the lakes called the Jmt Sagur and Prem Sagur 
with the gardens on their margins, and in the distance the city 
and both tanks of the Ofaumbul; and beyond these Bjc^ive 
mahls, to the summit of the hill, a scan the cupola of J TLis 

through the deep foliage, using above the battlements of f.irrag irh. 
terrace is on a grand bastion, which commands the south-east gorgO ® 

‘t,, City; aa,yet, such is the imB.ro. rrmr « 

that, from the town one has no idea of lfcs size. . * 

It were vain to attempt a description of Boondi, even were I lnofine ^ 

I: J,\Lteii£of «u.«f T rT’trlmJS 

} Bonji, Sing who surrounded Ihe nit, with .'nils « wta* Onred Sing 
raed to say “th^y were not required ag*msfr an equal to ., anil 
ug-iinat a superior —and only retarded reconquesfc if driven out 
whose best defence was ita hills.’ 


: o defence 
of Boondi, 


mtSTfiy 
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2isfc—Partly by busineM, partly by sickness, wo wera com 
Veiled to hault here a week. Our friund the doctor, who bad been ailing for 
eome time, grew gradually worse, and at length gave himself up. Cary ffv.nd 
him destroying his papers and making his will, nndcumo over deeply affected, 
j j c ff; xx) y bed to reason with my friend, who refused all nourishment, and 
W 3 S sinking fast: but as much from depression of spirits as disease, fn vain 
I used tne common arguments to rouse him from his lethargy ; I then tried 
as the last resort, to excite his anger, and reviled him for giving way, telling 
him toteaoh by example as well as precept. By this course, 1 raised a iin m 
of blood in my poor friend’s chaok, mid what was better, got a tu: ibler of 
warm jelly down his thro it ; and appointing the butler, Kali Khan, who 
was a favourite and had great influence, to keep rousing and feeding lnm, 1 
left him. No sooner was he little mended, than Cary took to his .-ed, and 
nothing could rouse him. But, as time passed, it was necessary to get on; 
and with litters furnished by the Raja we commenced our journey. 

Banks of the Maij River, September 26 th, distance ton-miles—I this 
dav quitted my hospitable friend, the Rao Raja. As I left my tent, I found 
the Moharaja of Thanoh, with the Dublana contingent (zablci), amounting 
to a hundred horse, appointed to escort me to the frontier. Our route lay 
Banda-ca nal, ‘the valley of Banda,’ whose gorge near the capital is not 
above four hundred yards in breadth, but gradually expands untill ve roach 
Sitoor, about two miles distant. On both sides of this dofUe are numerous 
gardens, and small temples and cenotaphs which crown the heights, In man} 
places well-wooded, produce a most picturesque effect. All these cenotaphs 
are perfectly classical in form, being simple domes supported by slender 
columns; that of Sooja Bac is peculiarly graceful. As wc reached Sitoor, 
the valley closed our last view of the fairy palace of the Haras, rearing its 
domes and gilded spires half way up the mountain, the hxngras of Tarragurh 
encircling it as a diadem, whilst the isolated hill of Meoraji, at the foot of 
which was the old city, terminates the prospect, and makes Boondi appeal* 
ns if entirely shut in by rocks. Sitoor is a sacred spot in history of the 
Haras, and here is enshrined their tutelary divinity, fair Hope (AsaynrmtX 
who has never entirely deserted them, from the saca of Asi, Qpwalcoomi, 
and Ascr, to the present hour ; and though tho enchantress h" often ex¬ 
changed her attributes for those of Kalima, the faith of her votaries h m 
survived every metamorphosis. A high antiquity is ascribed to Sitoor* 
which they assert is mentioned in the sacred books; if so, it is not in eonne- 
tion with the Haras. The chief temple is dedicated to BhOvani, ot tvoom 
Asamirna is an emanation There is nothin £ striking in the structure* Duo 
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T7. '.noli, September 27th. —This is the seat of Mohavaja Sawunt Sing, 
the eldest son of my frieud Maharaja Bikrnmajeet of Kheenee. He affords 
another instance in which the laws of adoption have given the son prcce- 
.1 nee of the father, who, while he receives homage in one capacity, must 
j.nv it in another ; for \oung Sawunt was raised from the junior to the elder 
branch of Thanoh. The castle of Sawunt Sing, which guards the western 
frontier, is small, hut of solid masonry, erected on the crest of a low hill. 
There are only six villages besides Thanoh forming his fief which is bur- 
fhened with the service of twenty-five, horse. In Boondi, a knights ice, 
or what should equip one cavalier, is two hundred and fifty rupees >*•, ” 
In the afternoon, the Moharaja brought his son and heir to visit me, » t 
little fellow six years of age, who. with his sword buckled by his side an 
minature shield on his back, galloped his little steed oyer hill and dale, UKe 
a true Rajpoot- I procured several inscriptions, but none above tmee 

,1Hi< Je/L’W or, September 28</i.— At daybreak, I again found the Maharaja 
.15 the h /I of Vs troop, ready to escort me to the frontier In 1 SJgJj; 

that he ha.l v rabundantly performed all the duties of hospital.ty > 
were his orders, and he must obey them.” I well know the laws of 
were not more peremptory than those of ,-ishen Sing ; so we JI ^ , ha 

gulling the time in conversation regarding the i KJ ; ar or f„ 8 |. 


gulling the time :n conversation regarding mw sum. . or f., a{ . 

tract I was about to enter, the Meenas of Jehajpoor act , studded 

nesses of the Bunas, forages the terror of the country, amt “ , , in( j 

the 1 tins with cenotaphs of the Haras, fallen in defending _ 8 ^ 

chattels against their inroads. The fortress of Jehajpoor was nok v visible 
until we entered the pass, and indeed had neany cleared it, for ^ . 
on a hill detached from the range but on its eastern faoe, and 
guards this important point of ingress to Mowar. This disiriot is tcr 
Chourmn, or consisting of eighty-four townships, a favourite territorial suo- 
,ii vision : nor is there any number intermediate between this anc, t, , * 

d-cad and sixty Jehajpoor, however, actually contains above a bui 
townships, besides numerous pconms, or ‘hamlets.’ The populatwr‘ " j 
entirely >f the indigenous Meenas, who coul turn out four ^ 

kumptos, cr ‘bowmen/ whose aid or enmity were not to be despis > 
been well demonstrated to Zftlim Sing, who held the district during ^ 
vein Throughout the whole of this extensive territory which cons- 

I. ,,-h »f Ion.! oo the pi,in, 0, in to, hill,, tho Moron » Tr’SSffZl 
nor has the Rail a any property but the two tanks of BoodJ'd , 
these were wrested from the Meenas by Zalun Sing during his tenuie.__ 


► Tho mdi'anous Urcrm afford* here an excellent proofcica! 
tut *-t i,i> j-ir/lu in the soil feel »nga to him who first cleared and t..« 
conqtMi*or claims and 


ion of Modus 
(] t i.. land/’ The Rajpoot 

eives the tribute of the soil, fent were he to attempt he 1 f^nc o—in - 

» ’ nn I, i ,r u' ht bo his souses by one of their various modes oi so “ tifled ® 

rVli&risin«elfdmi »li*-ion, or ab&ndonnn nl of tho i.tnds hi a body. We^ hav ^ ^ 
r ! ,a '',2 t t losing our ar-nments on the arrangements ol t, n M 

eon cm" ror If w mrr.n to follow Mh eraepte, wW docir.ee was the law of ^ 

Si: but we mnst not -'onnd ^ ^ 


ll Y? % ^ U "ill in -ariabl* appear tbi£ ^ ; 1 /^ 

V 15 ,, " a *, \ , : f’i 1 l ivator who moi - ains even >n oxilo he huh bopv 1 ,» R 

« lKS» in England. M C*,.l M*. h» 


IV umimnt iva • - , 

who tee not b iiulcd bj premdico. 





misr/fy 
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met at the frontier by the tynati of Jehajpoor, headed by tfri 
ASfm Bussio and his grandson Urjoon, of whom we have spoken in the 
journey to Kotah. It was a very respectable troop of cavalry, and though 
their appointments were not equal to my Kara escort, it was satisfactory <:o 
see assembled, merely at one post, a body which the Rana two years ago 
could not have collected round his own person, either for parade or defer. e . 
as a begining, therefore, it is good. Received also the civil manager, Sobha- 
ram, the nephow of the minister, a very good man, but without the skill to 
manago such a tract. Ho was accompanied by several of tho Meona naiq^cs, 
or chiefs. There is much that is interesting here, both a 3 matter of duty and 
of history ; we shall therefore halt for a few days, and rest cur wearied 
invalids. 


CHAPTER VIII, 

Extraordinary attack of illness in the author*—Suspicion of poison.—Journey 
to Mandelgurlu—The Kirar —Tranquil state Of the country. — The Mienas 
subsiding into peaceful subjects.—Scenery in the route. —Sahsun, or cccl- su* 
astical lands. — Castle of Amergurh .— Kachowra.— Its ancient importance- 
Our true policy loith regard to the feudatories in these parts. — foamwofu 
Manpura.—Signs of reviving prasperity.—Arrival at Mandclgurh . — 1 TAc 
])usorra.-^Sic/tHM$ of the party left behind.—Assembly of the Bhernias 
and Patels,—Description of Mandelgurh .— Rebuilt by one of the Tukshac 
rac<\—Legend of Mandelgurh.—Genealogical tablet of stone.—Pedigrees 
of the tribes.-Mandelgurh granted to the Rathores by Armgzebe.—lie- 
coverd by i he Roma.—Taxes imposed.—Lavish grants. —B ageei.—The nc- 
thor rejoins his parly .— B ivslabas. —A Jcolcih.—Disolation of the country . 
I nscriptiom.—Hamirgurh. — Seoroh.—Superb landscape. — Mirage.-- 1 'csti 
mony of gratitude from the elders of Poorh.—Thriving stair of Movoivtet 
Has my. Antiquities.—‘Curious l^w. — Jassmoh .— I vaste country. — n±>- 
criptions.—Copper mines. —S unwar, —T Hveni, or point of j mution of three 
rivers,; l etuple of Parswanath.—Deserted slate of the country. — Knro-irah. 
Mowl re.—Barren country.—Hunting scat of Nahi'cNuggra .— Heights of 
Toes and M airta.—End of second journey. 

Jehajpoor , October 1st.—My journalizing had nearly terminated 
yesterday. Duncan and Cary being still confined to their beds, my relative, 
Captain Waugh, sat down with me to dinner; but lever and ague having 
destroyed all appetite on iny part, I was a mere spectator. I had, however, 
fancied a cake of mukhi flour, but had not eaten two mouthfuls bsfoie I 
experienced extraordinary sensations; ,my head seemed expanding to an 
enormous sizo, as if it alone would have filled the tent ; my tongue and lips 
felt tight and swollen, and although I underwent no alarm, nor suHVrul the 
shgutes' toss ot sense, f deemed it the prelude to one of tho-u vr>Cnt 
a.v: - .y, which have assailed me for several years past, and brought mo the 
tgv ot deatm. T begg *d Captain Waugh to leave me ; but he had scarcely 
gone beiore a constriction of the throat came on, and I thought all was ever 
• rose up, however, and grasped the teat-pole. when my relative re entere 
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surgeon. I beckoned them not to disturb my thoughts } instead of 
xvhich they thrust some ether and compounds down my throat, which ceased; 
I sunk on my pallet, and about two in the morning I awoke, bathed in 
perspiration, and without a remnant ot disease, it was difficult to account 
for ih*L ? result: the medical oracle fancied I had been poisoned, but I wis 
loth to admit it. If the fact were so, the poison must have b^en contained 
in the cake, and as it would have been too great a risk to retain the person 
who prepared it, the baker was discharged, it wa9 fortunate that the 
symptoms were such as 10 induce Captain Waugh to describe them so full}, 
and it was still more fortunate for me that the doctor was not able to go out 
v/ith his fishing-rod, for the whole transaction did not last five minutes. 
This is about the fourth time I have been “upon the brink” (ca nari ponc/ia) 
since I ent ered Me war. 


Kujoori, October , 2 nd.—Left my sick friends this morning to nurse 
each other, and having an important duty to perform at MandeJgurh, which 
n-. out of the direct route, appointed a rendezvous where j shall meet them 
when this work is over. I was tor the first time compelled to shut mvself up 
in my palhi ; incessant (ever and ague for the last two months have disorga¬ 
nized a frame which has had to struggle with many of these attacks wo 
tire now iu what is termed the Kirar, for so the tract is named on both banM 
ot the Bunas to the verge of the plateau ; and my journey wa3 th rougu a 
iit(!e nation of robber- by birth and porfession : but 

were unstrung, and their arrows rusting m the quiver. W?» /ofBrftaih 

pire in the east be called one of opinion, when a solitary in c , n ' c 
escorted by a few of Skinner’s horse, may journey through thevalleyoi 
Kujoori, where, three short years ago, every crag would have concealed a 
ambush prepared to plunder him! At present, I could by signal have collect- 
e d four thousand bowmen around me, to protect or to pmnacr ; though the 
Mocna* finding that their rights are respected are subsiding into regular 
t-a::laying subjects, and all out with their betters ‘ Ulal Hoj ! (- May >our 

sw*iy be everlasting!”; We had a grand convocation of the Meena Natqiu*, 
and i„ , ) lr 1 1 v. *3 name, I distributed crimson turbans and scarfs for as thro¬ 
ugh our mediation the Kami had just recovered the destrisfc of Jehajgurh he 
charged me with its settlement. I found these Meenas true c hih r^n o 
nature, who fur the first time seemed to feel they were received within ho 
pale of society, instead ofbsing considered as outcasts. ‘‘The heart must I> g > 
Lndly back to kindness,” is a sentiment as powerfully felt by the 
bariuns of filin' Kirar as by the more civilized habitants ot ot-hci 

dimes. . . 

Our route was through a very narrow valley, little suaoeptible of eultiva- 
tioi. though a few patches were visible near tho hamlets, scattered here .-u« 
there. The scene was wild and the cool morning air imparted vigour to W.r 
, I,-,, t ' Iran; - The slopes of the valley in many places are covered w‘ ( 
trei fi 10 the very summit of the mountains, on which the koorlceroo 01 y, . 
c ..ok was crowing his matins, and we were in momentary peUauon otw< 
m me !«> re, fit associates of the Mcei.as, in 'their early proinena'i' S. . 

approached Kujoori, tho valley widened, so as to admit of its boiug ^. 


* 

iifty-two thousand bteghas which afforded another ^ 
ecaUal wisdom, f * i» was iu grant to the Brahmins : hut — 


town 
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Kirar, though they sacrifices a tithe of their plunder to 1 
Pass’ (Ghatta Rani), have little consideration fur the idlers of the 
plains. This feeling is not confined to the Meenas; for Bhomia Rajpoots, 
despising all the anathemas of the church, have seized on the best lauds of 
Kujoori. But only u small portion of the bawuna (fifty-two thousand),about 
seventeen thousand English acres, is arable. 

Kachola or Kachom.it a, October. — Execrable roads! Our route continued 
through the same valley, occasionally expanding to the westward. Half-wav, 
we passed the baronial castle of Ainergurh, whose chief, ftawut L'ulleel Sing, 
is nowon duty with his quota at Jehajpoor, but his undo Pabw Sing who 
is a great favourite with our party (by whom he is known as ‘the mountaiu- 
lion ’), came to meet and conduct me to the castle. But I was too unwell, 
or should on many accounts have desired to visit this somewhat celebrated 
abode of one of the Babas ( ivfants ) of Mewar, whose feud I maintained for 
him against his potent neighbour of Shahpoora, which has elsewhere been re- 
lated.* It is quite unsso.ilable, bein built on an isolated rook, and, except 
by a circuitous path on one side, there is no passage through the dense jun- 
gb tlr-o surrounds it: a mode, fortifying recommended by Menu, but which, if 
universally followed in this land so studded with fortresses, would waste no 
small portion of the sovereignty. I was quite satisfied with this view of the 
castle of Dulleel, and enjoyed from the point of desent a noble prospect. In 
the foreground is tho cenotaph of liana Ursi in the centre of the valley, 
which extended and gradually opened towards Mandelgurh, whose blue ridge 
was distinctly visible in the distance. Tho hills to the right were broken ab¬ 
ruptly into masses, and as far ns the ev° coul i stretch on every side, svoio 
disordered heaps of gigantic rocks. To reclaim this district, the larg. st in 
Mewar I am now intent, having convoked alt the Bhomius and Pattis of its 
three hundred and sixty townships at the city, Mandelgurh. My friond, 
Tahar bing as locum tenens of his uncle, expended powder on the occasion ; 
ancl must have charged his patereroes to the muzzle. Pahar-ji joined moon 
his ranch Kalian (so they term a horse with four white legs and a white 
nose), and determined to escort me to Mandelgurh j a service, as he said, nob 
only due from his family, but in accordance with the command? of his sovere¬ 
ign iho uana, of whom PuLur was a. faithful, zealous, and valuvnr supporter 
uring his adversity. The Bhomias of Mandelgurh, in fact, generally deserve 
'he praise of having maintained this strong hold without either command or 
assistance throughout the whole period of his misfortunes, 

. fvachowra is a township rated at six thousand rupees of annual revenu 

JV -he ^ rent-roll of Mewar, but is now an inconaiderable village. In former 
mns ^ h^V(3 been a place of importance, for ail around, to a oonsider- 
a * ? distance, the ground is strewed with fragments of superior character, 
)u ann «.pot is evidently tho site of the ccnotanhs of the family. The town 


md one 

^ stood on the western bank of an immense lake, which through neglect if 
0 r t | a av/ar,} P } and, half way up the hill, are disclosed, amidst the brushwood 
tio?i y A i0> l ‘nii)s of a temple; but tradition has perished with the popular 
arel/ } / . Nvero subjected at once to the course of constant foreign invaso’.i 
a Pparenr f uroac * 3 °f tho Meenas of the Kirar. Thus a soil, 

* JOrn the luxuriance of its meadows, is in a state of 


* hoao newness is 
ntire desolation. 


* Soo Yol. 1, p, t)3 # 
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/ra forms the putta of Shahpoora in thLs district, whose chief hatf 
■^rye two masters, for he is a tributary of Ajmere for Shahpoora, itself a hot 
of Mu war and h olds an estate of about forty thousand rupees of annual rent 
in jhndelgurh, which has been two years under sequestration for his refusal 
to attend the summons to Ocdipoor, and for his barbarous murder of the chief 
of inv’igurb* This is a state of things which ought not to exist. When 
we freed these countries from the Muhrattas, we should have renounced the 
petty tributes imposed upon the surrounding chiefs not within the limits ot 
the district of Aimere and the retention of which is the source of irritating 
discussions with these princes through the feudatories. Presuming on this 
externa! influence, the Shahpoora Raja set his sovereigns warrant ac defi¬ 
ance, and styled himself a subject ol Ajmere; nor was it until he found he 
was bounded by a doubletie of duty, that be deigned to appear at the capital. 
The resumption of the estate in Mandelgurh alone overcame the inertness 
of the chief of Shahpoora; he has already too much in the Chouran, , or 
eighty'four townships of Shahpooru, for such a subject as be jswho prefers 
a foreign master to his legitimate lord- I would recommend that the Uahtoio 
chiefs of Marwur, beyond the AravalU hills, now tributary to Ajmere and 
who consequently only look to that state, should be repkmed undor their 
proper head • the sacrifice is of no moment to us, and to them it will bo a 

b0 ° r D amnwh 9th October.- 1 was detained at violent 

aocrssion of fever and ague, as well as spleen, ^ir is a fine 

unh aithiness of the position amidst swamps and jungle. im 
Ethv soot whore I should like to convene the hom os and ryots, to e 
dltour to r’emoTC the reproach ol .0 bc.utiful » laid renaming waste 
Damnioh, which is in the aequerfcrated jnUta ol Shahpoora, is a town 0 ■ 

,h0U “ f l^V^"-SVtU h.lM««b«d this spot about a reilo 

«mth S rf tile town, and on the bank ol the Bunas.f The entire pope- 
i at : on 0 f t 'Ianpoora turned out 10 receive me; the damsels with then brazen 
IS of wZ on Lk heads; but the song of the Suhailea had ceased o 
ei arm and mv ague made me too ill even to return then Kindness. * • 
:Y n. - abated imd t o morrow, with another respite, I will cry to get - fc 
fhe work which brot.gW me here. Mandelgurh is three coss from her 
i was rejoiced to ree'tho signs of reviving prosper.ty about Maupoor 
fine patches of sugar cane were refreshing sights. 


ra: some 


witlv.n half a mile 


tc nvaefc and w 
\v‘.u a subject 
four iiirlotj 

fUa 


dIcojiig ino ' } bu 


iSuniM oiuuuo. 

r / ,v, j 17 ,/,_.Pror led up the valley and encamped 

1M ity.fr™ iSb thl governor ■ » 

too enfeebled to ascend the fort, which 
It is by no means formidable, and may be about 
with a low rampart wall, and bastions onoirMing 

t of .no m * X, 

which itoy 5.«> irophjr, Thi, iteMM 

XZX w“o J'reioinoJ«r—**•"**? ” rJ 


of regret, 
in length, 


* See Vol. I, l>, K7- 

+ By initt&i-o, Manpoora its not- rightly plftwd in the m** 
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rTd giving ft poor account of my friends, especially Caiy, who is sinking 
rapidly. Ho left them encamped at Bageet, the point of rendezvous In the 
Bunas whore 1 shall join them to-morrow. Ho found me on my bkarpae 
(pallet), with some threescore leeches (which I had got from Mandelgurh) on 
my loft side,* while I was attending to and noting down the oral reports of 
the Bhomias and Patels of the district, who filled ray tent, many remaining, 
in groupes outside. I notwithstanding got through the work to my satisfac¬ 
tion, and have obtained a thorough insight into the agricultural details of 
this fine tract, which X may touch upon, if l am able, the first halt. 

Mandelgurh was rebuilt by a chief ol the Balnote tribe, one of tho 
ramifications of tho Solanki or' Chalook race, which furnished a splendid 
dynasty of kings to Anhulwarra (Nehrwalla) Patun, who ruled over the 
western maritime provinces of India from the tenth to the fourteenth, cen¬ 
tury. They were of the great Takshac or Ophite race, which, with three 
other tribes, became converts to Brahminisiu. The Balnote of Mandulgurh 
was a branch of family which occupied Tonk-Thoda on the Bunas, recognized 
in the traditional poems as Takshac, or, in tho dialect, GPaukitpoora, 'city ol 
tho takshac, or snake.’t Although tradition asserts chat the Solanki ci 
Thoda migrated from Patun during the religious wars in the twelfth century, 
it is more probable ^hat the branch fixed itself here during their program 
from the north in search of settlements; for, their genealogical creed assigns 
Lokoto, in the Punjab, aa tho cradle of their power. It is indeed a curious 
fact, amounting to demonstration of the Indo Scythic origin of the Agnicula 
races, that they all lay claim to this northern origin, in spite of their en¬ 
trance into the' world through the medium of fire (agni): in fact, r ho glorious 
egotism of the Brahmin is never more conspicuous than when he assorts tho 
Superiority of the Chohans over the more ancient races of Surya, end Soma : 
that ‘'these were born of woman, but they were made by the Brahmins» 
proof of conversion which requires no comment. In spite of this fabled birth 
at the fountain-head, the Anhulcoond of Aboo, tradition negatives tho 
assumed pedigree of the Brahmins, and brings them all from the north. Be 
this as it may, the branch which fixed itself at Mandelgurh gave its name tc 
the tract, which is still recognized by-some as Balnote. The first possesion 
the founder had was Larpoora, a town of great antiquity. He had in his 
service a Bhil, named Maudoo, who, while guarding the sugar cane from tho 
wild hog, came upon one sound asleep. To ensure his arrow piercing tho 
animal, he began to sharpen it Upon a stone; and, to his astonishment, found 
it transmuted to gold. He repaired to his master, who returned with Man- 
doo, and found the stone, with the hog still asleep beside it but no .loonev 
had he seized upon his prize, than Barttha disappeared. With the possession 
of the -par-h putter , the ‘philosopher’s stone/ he raised the walls of. ilandul- 


* KnlftrgPn.ent of the hplo^u appears ao invariable accompRBintent of protracted faire* 
And ague, arising Atom auoh oauFcr os afflicted u». j could feol tho flplcca :-t the very pir. •’ 
the sconftch, as hard as aatnne. Tho bleeding redneed it, as its did generally in my *u. 5 »• 
for tho leeches were enormouse, and mnit havo each drained half an t-nnev of l end ; hut i 
ha.I only the choice of them or tho tu »al canfeery. which Vn-i stron/dy »i*«’oimnor\ded. l*y m> 
nat ive fi ieiidn : of Uvo ov ile I chose whnt appeared to mo tho lotw- 

f Tonk-Thod i wcH worth visitin? The artist might fill a portfolio with architectural 
nnd picturesque sketches. Moreover, topazes of a good qualify ev® found in its hills. Th 
aucred cavo o? Goknvua, celebrated in tho history of the great Chowan k?ng, Bos»Vi-o *>t- 
Ajmere, is also worth notice, X 
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riTfj), which was so named after the fortunate Bhil. By an act of mjnst.ee to 
one of his subjects, he forfeited Mandelgurh to a descendant. This subject, 
was a Jfogi who had a mare of such extraordinary speed a3 to be able to run 
down an antelope. Whether the Balnote prince thought the sport unsuitable 
to an ascetic we are not told ; but he forcibly took away the man?, file jogi 
complained to the king, who sent a forco and expelled the Balnote from 
Mardelgurb and his descendants are petty Bhomias at Jawul and Kochroae, 
retaining though mere peasants, the distinctive title of Kao. The numerous 
stories of this kind, common throughout Rajwarra, accounting for the found- 
fti.ion of many ancient places, may merely record, in this manner the dis¬ 
covery of mineral wealth; from the acquisition and the loss of which tb-< 
legendary moralist has constructed his tale: , . 

1 discovered in the remains of a marble lawan, or reservior, at Kach- 
owra two largo tablets, containing the pedigree of the Solankifemily which 
will require time to decipher. Tradition, however, is busy with the name oi 
Raja Bheem, and his son Burrun of Anhuiwarra from whom many tribe 
branched off;and although, from the first, only royal houses were founded tha 
Other claims a greater celebrity from originating a hetreogoneous tween, 
whi.h descended into the third and fourth great classes, the 1 a<,sya ; ana 
£&J. From him the Bhagairwal Mahajins, who bjpgjj e^erj^o the 
Jain faith, claim descent, as well as the Goojura of’S° panora 

/? oonars, or goldsmiths, of Bonkan; the Bhi com mu in ie. Whether from 
(or Mowar): and likewise those of AIow-Maidana in Kot . mnhir 

Burrun and l,i, degnuorat. off.pring originaUd the 

applied to the mixed elaases, I am not informed. the g „ t u 0 

the ‘-twelve and a half {sari bara nyal) caste of Mahajins, or mercantile 

. - , t -a 



> pedigree or tms consiuercioie part of the population, 
descendant of the Thoda Kao still resides at Bussie in a small village , and 
t , oMv.r branches who held large possessions at Tliodn and Jehajpool ro¬ 
t-in in-villa-es of Mircboakhaira and Butwarro both m Cheetore; they 
have preserved the title of Rao amidst ail the revolutions that have de P rlv ® d 
tiVri ihdr estates; nor would any prince of Rajwarra deem hi ml ^ 
ded bv their alliance. Such is the.virtue of pedigree in ; 
nhould imagine that the Balnotes held of the Ranas of Mewar as ^anaei 

SSSBaHHSS 

tion, and proof that the Baloote was inducted into Mandelgurh oy h s s 4 

rior, Komarpal.* 
rn S. 1755 

fbo Rabtore chief of Kisangi n, nameu r; f a(]rnin i 3 

,,t ,1 for his bretherD, leaving no revenue for the dnti. s ot tu- ■ , 

rr i 

When «.*»,. r «; 

be found K a work of some difficulty to get rid of the Rahtore tei_ 


f UUd.1/ UUO •* — -- “ 

[’-( ad i 6 Q 9 J the tyrant Arongzebo granted Mandelgurh to 


Seo 1 1 : script i«n, Vol. i.fp W*. 
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gave thorn regular patlas for their estates, subject to the payment of 
dasotra: but as he found it led to interference, in the inspection of crop \ uud 
to fluctuation and appeals in bad seasons, he commuted th. tax for servi.o of 
one horseman and one foot-soldier for each five hundred rupees of rent, and a 
certain sraaii sum annually to mark their tributary condition. 

In these times of turbulence, other impositions wvr • hid on the Bhomiaa 
of his own kindred, the TLmawufcs, K:m:iwuts. and Sukfcawuts, who estab’.iah- 
ed thv ir rights with their swords when the district was subjected to ihe em- 
peror. In tho same manner as with the Rahtores, the liana confirmed their 
acquisitions on the payment of certain flues ailed bhoom barrar, w ich were 
either burzkar and trisola , or ‘annual’ and ‘triennial th first being ievi.d 
from the holders of single villages, the latter from those who had more than 
one. Thus, Amergurh was fixed at two thousand five hundred rupees; 
Amuldoh, fifteen hundred; Tfeettboro, thirteen hundred; Jhoonjralo, four.jcn 
Hundred, &c. trieimially, having obtained their lands by main force, They 
also, when Itandelgurh was threatened, would repair with their vassal- mid 
defend it during teit day* at their own expense, after which they rec- ivod 
rations from the state. There were various other fines collected from tiio 
Bhomia vassalage, such as locuma , or for the support, of the lYakarc/us (kcttle- 
dr ii mm era), the mace, standard, and even the ton h-bearerS - Ltaqhed t each 
girrisou. There was also khurlakur , for wood and forage, which has b- en 
elsewhere explained ; hal-burrci ) or ‘plough-tax, and yhatrnali, or ‘pasturage,^ 
the rates of which are graduated, and vary in amount with the power of 
enforcing their collections. But owing to these circumstances, the beat land 
in Mundelyurh belongs to the Bhorma chieftains.- 

It was about this time, in the reign of Juggut Sing II., that Omed Sing 
of Sbahpoora had the grant of seventy-three villages in Mundelgurh, on 
fifty ol the whole district, subject only to the fine of three thousand two hun¬ 
dred and fifty rupees annually for ghastnali, with five hundred more to the 
deputy governor, and two hundred to the Choudrl, or territorial head of the dis¬ 
trict. in this lavish manner were estates disposed of. This family continued 
to hold it until 8. 1843, when the miirster Somji, in order to obtain bis sup¬ 
port during the Chonduwufc rebellion, gave him a formal acquittance for . is 
service, aud in addition to these lands, the two subordinate fiefs of DungOrm nv 
and Borwah on the Plateau, and the rich estate of Ageoncha on the Kharij 
in return for which, 3 he exacted a stip datiou to serve with four hundie \ Ho se 
a contract fulfilled only by one chief of the family,, who foil leading his . a- 
tingent at the battle of Oojein. his descendants seem to have claimed 
immunity on the score of his service; and th 3 present incumbent is m . Imam 
Great changes, ho.vever, have recently beetr made in the condition "f the 
Bliomias, and these clesuaory fines have all merged into a duty un-re, 
accordant with the character of the Hajpoot: service in the garr softs of 
Mandelgurh and Jehajpoor, and a fixed annual sum from t ioso who are Lorv 
poor to command even a single -horse. 

Ba<]. et f 18 th, eight- miles.—A large village oft the west of ouv own! 
iream, the Baiiis, coming from the Oodi'svg'ur. Our road lay over <» rich 
>il, as usual overgrown with grass. Her-' i rejoined my Pick fiieuds. all 
very ill ; the Doctor better, bu r Cary in a very precarious condition. 

Birslabasy 19 'th. —The route over the most f.rb*l • ^plains of Me war • butr 

VM QQnttouous mass of jungle and rank grass. The Maharaja came out 

' 
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jumj me, a courteous, polished Rajpoot. He is of the Ranawut clan, 
descended from Rana Umra Sing, and the elder branch of the ohabpoora 
familv. Both his father and grandfather fell defending the cause of Shah 
Jehan against the usurper Arflngzebe, 'which lost hitn bis birthright; but he 
has five villages left attaohed to Birslabas. Encamped near the altars of 
his heroic ancestors. 

A mbctli, 21st, six and a'half miles—Tho route over a scene of desolation ; 
fi n „ fields, ’fruitful of grass and ruins. Sent one of my Brahmins to the 
iown of Akolah, two cos.i distant, and had several inscriptions copied -, they 
were all immunities or grants of privileges to the printers of that town, 
thence called Ghee pa-ccL- Akolah, to. distinguish it from another of the same 
name. I halted at Birslabas, received several visits, and held interesting 
conversations with tho Maharaja ; but fever and ague left the mind in a 
sorry scate. I can pay no attention to barometer or perambulator ; ot tho 
latter Baboo Mohes keaps a diary, and on his intelligence 1 can depend. 

Hamiraurh 22nd.— 1 This town belongs to Beerumdeo, Ranawut, tiro sou 
of Dkceruj Sing, who was tho chief adviser of the Saloombra princes in tho 
ebcllion of S. 1843, during which ho obtained it. The present chief is an 
oaf always intoxicated ; and as he did not discharge the buoris, or profession¬ 
al ’thieves in his service, on the return of these days of peace, he was 
deprived of two (owns amounting to seven thousand rupees annual rent. 
He oimht indeed by the treaty ot A D. ’818, to have lost Hamirgurh, hut 
i-r Oonlrived by various indirect means to elude it, and to retam this, one 0 - 
the most thriving places in Mowar. It contains about eight hundred in¬ 
habited houses, tenanted chiefly by manufacturers of chintz and dopattis or 
‘scarfs,’ such ns are worn by all the Rajpootms. It has a fine lake, Idled 
with a variety of wild duck, which live unmolested amidst the Bang or a and 
lr.tr v The more ancient name of this place is Bat role, as I found by two 
inscriptions, which again furnish specimens of sumptuary legislation. 

Sc'J.noh 23 rd, eight miles and three furlongs.—Wo are now in the very 
heart of Mowur, plains extending as far as the eye can reach, traces oi 
in ipicnl prosperity are visible, but it will require years to repair the mis¬ 
chief of the last quarter of a century. Passed through Ojhanoh, Am.ee, 
Nereoh—all surrendered in consequence of the treaty of ISIS : the last- 
mentioned, together with Seaneh, from the “Red Riever,’’ as we have 
nicknamed the chieftain of Bhadui-ir. The prospect from this ground is 
superb : the O-dipoor hills in the distance ; those of Poorh and Gourlab, 
with their cupolas, on our right; the fantastio peak of Burrik iisitig 
insulted from the plain. We are now approaching a place of rest which we 
■ Jl much require ; though I fear Gary’s will be one of perpetuity. Saw a 
Win'ul Mirage (*ee-kote) this morning, the certain harbinger ot the «ol<l 
Mti Too rid<m of Poorh underwent a thousand transfer nations, and 
nini ncle of IJurruk was crowned with a multitude of spires. -I here is 
' more delightful relaxation than to watch the changes of these « ian» 
emblems of our own ephemeral condition. Ibis was the bi.^ 
Id morning The pnnchaet, or elders of Poorh, with several of tho 
most respectable inhabitant to the number of filty, came all this vay * ‘J 
me. ,u„l testify heir happens and gratitude ! Is -here another «gk 
truth where such a principle is professed, much less acted on ? Hsar thei. 
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._ man’s reply to my question, “why did they take the trouble to come 

so far from home ?” I give it verbatim: “Our town had not two hundred 
inhabited dwellings when you came amongst us; now there are twelve 
hundred : the Ranaisour sovereign, but you are to U3 next to Purmeswar 
(the Almighty); our fields are thriving, trade is reviving, and we have not 
been molested even for the wedding-portion.* We are happy, and we have 
come to tell you so ; and what is five eoss, or five hundred, to \vk ) T ou ha\ o 
done for us ?” All very true, my friends, if you think so, After a little 
wholesome advice to keep party feuds from the good town of Poorly they 
took leave, to return their ten miles on foot» # 

Since the town council left me, I have been kept until half-past seven 
by the Baba of Muugrope, and the Tkakoor of JRawtirdok, whose son I re¬ 
deemed from captivity in the fortress of Ajmere. Worn out; but what is to 
be done? It is impossible to deny one's self to chiefs who have also come miles 
from the best motives. Now for coffee and the eharpae* 

It'ismy 2$rd October .—The direct or usual route is thirteen and a-half 
miles, but as I made a circuit by Morowlec, it was fifteen, Had [ taken the 
com mop route, I should have followed the Bunas the whole way; as it was, 
for the last half I skirted its low banks, its limpid stream flowing gently to tho 
north-east. Found the cultivation considerably increased compared with 
last year; but it is still a desert, overgrown with grass and brush wood, in 
which these iitilc cultivated oases are “few and far between.” Morowlee was 
thriving in the midst of ruin, with fifty-seven ploughs at work, there were but 
twelve when I entered Me war. Rasrny has aUo seventy lamilieS instead of 
tho twenty I found ; and in a few years I hope to 3 ee thorn greatly increase k 
\\ o had some delicious trout from the Bunas, some of them equal to what we 
caught last year at Pahona the largest of which Weighed seventy*three rupees 
or about two pounds, aud near seventeen inches long by nine in girth. My 
friend Tom David Steuart was more successful than we were in getting them 
to rise at the fly; in revenge we took them, unsportsmanlike,, in a m t. i'lii. 
appears to be the season for eating them. 

Rasrny is a place of considerable interest, and tradition is at work to 
establish its antiquity, connecting it with the name of Raja Ghundjbut 
whethor the Pramar of Chundcravati, or the Chohan of Abhanair, 1 anm/i 
learn. There wore vestiges of past days but even in these regions, where to 
a certain extent they respect antiquity. I find the ruined temples aro des¬ 
poiled, and appropriated to modern fabrics. Amongst the groves of lias my I. 
found some fragments of patriarch.il legislation, prohibiting “the !ad»rs from 
carrying away under their ghagra ( petticoats ) any portion of the sad , or 
v. lago-feast 1” I also discovered a tablet raised by tho collective inhabitants 
of Ra^ny, which well il lustra Us the truth, that they had alwavs >ome reaorf 
against oppression. It runs as follows : 4C Written by tho merchants, banker.'* 
printers, and assembled pirnei/aet of Rasmy—Whereas the co'U dor of town-, 
duties oppressed the merchant by name Pakuv, and exacted exorbitant duties 
on grain and nza (unbleached cloth), for which ho abandoned the {iaeo but 
the governuv r 1 officer lowing fors'* orn all such conduct: fur tho. future, and 


* When the Ra a wns aboat lt iebratiii.■* siaurtaneoaely w&ihir/ o r two tlangbters 
and a grand-daughter vo the p'incos of Jessulmer, Bikanen, o.n• i Ivishongc -n, his *u'■« o 
ware callod on for the “tenth," 
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.ifed on him to return, and having taken the god to witneks*=we, tho 
assembled punch have set up this stone to record it. Asar tho 3rd, 
S. 1S19.” ! 

Fourteen years have elapsed since I first put niy foot in Jlewar, as a 
subaltern of the Resident’s* escort, when it passed through Rasiny. Sinoo 
that period, my whole thoughts havo been occupied with her history and that 
flf her neighbours. 

Jassmoh, 24>/A; distance fourteen miles, but not ahove twelve direct.— 
This in past time was a township of celebrity, and in the heart of the finest 
soil in India with water at hand; but it had not a single habitation when 
we entered the country ; now, it has eighty families. Our way for fourteen 
miles was through one wide waste of untrodden plaip, the Bunas continued 
our companion half way, when she departed for (fuloond to our right. Saw 
many inscriptions, of which wo shall give an account hereafter. Passed tho 
copper-mines of Dureeba ; but they are filled with water and the miners arc 

all dead: ' . 

ihimear ‘25th; distance twelve and a half miles by th ° u , 1 5 eo * r0 ’', 
through Loheroh; but I made a circuit to visit the celebrated field of battle 
between Raw ul Sam.arsi, of Cbeetore, and Bhola Bheem, of Anhulwan 
Patau, recorded by the bard Chund in his Rasa . This magnificent pli n 
like all the rest of this once garden of Me war, is overgrown with the kwoofa 
or plm, and lofty rank grass, and the sole circumstance by jbichft « - 
i„ /he -V- Thu b ird dc.-oribes the battle as having ocouned in A net 
Kuraira, or field of Kuraira, and that the Solankhi, on his defeat retreated 
across the river, meaning the Bauds, which.is afew rnlea to the south, A 
little way from hence is the Sungum , or point of junction of the P a ‘ rl ? ^ nd f 
Bunas, w hich, with a third small stream, forma a trivem; ag their point oi 

confluence, there is an alter to Mahadeo. , ,, . . 

At Kuraira there is a temple of some celebrity, dedicated to the twenty- 
third of tho Jain apostles, Parswanatb. I found several inscriptions record¬ 
ing its foundation in S. 11.., and several from 1300 to IdoO, 

Bupi.lv tho figures wanting in tho first. The priests, are P 0 ^ and iguoiant, 
but ih . are transcribing its history, and auch as it is it shall be given. Iho 
temple is impodng, and though evidently erected m tne decide of tb.e arta, 
may he oonddrm! a good specimen for the twelfth century. It consists oj 
tw i domes, supported by numerous nws i.ve columns of a species of porphyry, 
ofcn.se text nr , excessively hard ami taking a fine P.oJ ,ab - wpttala of 

t'l.-t columns are filled with Jam figures of their pontiffs The domes art 
urlv r ual diameters, about thirty feet each, and about fcr„y V» height, un 

’ i. .■» 1-1 1 ll .linn rnlthm t ha XTArfl* 


ai cuameiors, unuujr v ^ - . 

.. r one is the sanctum ofParSWa, and the other within the vot. 
; es Yiarirr i- a sp (ended colonnaded vestibule at the entrance, richly sculp- 
t ired, which gives a very grind appearnoe to the whole edifice; but ^ stands 
h ' midst of drsolotion. liven thirty years ago, these plains were covered 


li 


with c ops of joftr in which an elephant "would have been lost . now there Is 
: a cei'. the trace of a footpath, and wich some difficulty did I make way in 
uv pidki (for 1 am unable, co r-ioni.t. my horse) through the high grass which 
iomi.lc* ’v uvertonped it,and the hglonl trees the thorns of which annoyed us.. 

» f r 1 . . „ i.. • . _ J 1_1 .. 4L... mnr nnlu -’nrfV 1 flfii ’ 
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which former iy contained six hundred houses, has now only sixty 
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mote,than half of these have been built since we came amongst them. The 
"-dWrriscls of Kuraira catnc out to welcome me with the ‘.mug of joy,* and brin*e- 
■n - water. The distance is seven miles from Rasmy to Kuraira, aud nine thence 
to Sun\yar. The latter belongs to ono of the infants ( babas i of Mewar, tho 
Maharaja Dowlet Sing, now Killehder or commandant of Komul.ner, This 
chief town of the estate of my friend the Maharaja is but small ai.-d in no 
flourising condition. . There is a small fort, in which ho contrived to main¬ 
tain himself against the savage bands who long prowled ovi-r the countiy.—t 
Transcribed an inscription and found it to bo the abolition of a monopoly of 
tobacco, dated S. 1S26. * 

Maowlee 2G//i; seven and a-half miles.—As usual all was barrm between 
Sun war and Maowlee; though at eaoh are the traces of reviving industry. 
This was formerly a considerable town and rated in the books of seven thou¬ 
sand rupees’ annual rent-, but now it yields not seven hundred. Its popula¬ 
tion consists of about eighty fannies of all classes half of which have been 10- 
oalled trom their long exile in Slalvva and Candeish, and have already given a 
new aspect to. Maowlee in its sugar-canes. Her highness’ steward however, 
is not one of the faithfu 1 . There is a very fine bawari , or reservoir, of coarse 
marble, constructed by B aeji Itaj ; ‘the royal mother’ of tho present Rana and 
his sister, in whose appanage it is.—An inscription, dated S. 1737, recorded 
an ordinance in favour of tho Jains, that “the oil-mill of Maowleo should not 
work on the four rainy months in order to lessen the destruction of animal 
life. 

Heights of Toon and Marta, 27 th ; fourteen miio 3 and a-half.—At lengl , ‘ 
there is an end to our disastrous iournev : and from Ibis rrrmm.l r at.?,- not 
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for Cary will never march again ! Life is almost extinct, and all 
at the ghosts of what we were, 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The author obliged to take a journey to Boondi.—Cause cf the journey. Sudden 
death of the Rao Raja, who left Ins son to the authors care. Vie cholera 
■morbus, or murri.— Its ravages.-Cur ions expedient to exclude it from 
Kotah and Boondi.—Bad weather.—Death of the author s elephant.— 
Rohoiia. — Bhilioara. — Gratifying reception of the author.—Stale «f the 
town contrasted with its former condition. 1 rejects for its furtlur• wr 
provcment—RedcVons on its nse.—Jehajpoor.—DiJ/icinhcs of the ioad. 
- Arrival at Boondi.—'The aspect of the court.—Interview with ll# young 
Rao Raja«—Attentions paid to the author , 

Oodipoor July. I821.-When I concluded the narrative of my journey 
England , but ‘honhar !’ as my Rajpoot friends fachuim,with a s|h j!ben 

wt°Ly Ed l^ci^I.ropLcP'you must die if you stay here sij 
months more’-’-will be fulfilled. Poor Cary lies entombed on the heights of 

Mairta ; the doctor himself is just going off to the Capo, ha d ® a j \ 

,0V r and ns if that were not enough, the naiooa, or guinea worm. 
hLblanched’his oh-ek and made him a cripple My cousxm, Captain Waug , 
is at Kotah, depressed by a continuance of the same wckm, and - few 

diiy3 1 frivol ^vS'^^Sr^Boohdi, announcing the 

nominat'd me guardian of bi» infant son, an l i 0 . . . . 

U l i th® fc of Roondi The more formal letter of the minute. w„, 

prmipa« r e was ord. i *red out tor immediate dep • ° J 

fco allowlee, -a- ^ of **», 

The Uaj* fella vidtim to , the em^atw apMi»» 

which hi-: no,, been wasting these region, s.‘" 00 dem u of 

. i ,. ;r ( 1 , , ;, ni ,ortant period in their history, we desti yt -- 

Inmne whLh had so long preyed upon their repose, we had in lieu of , 

introduced death amongst them for such is tb ' intc ^^Jfero "india ; and 
.-as iu oar armi< that this disease first appeared in no.than *» ljl 


* From tho Sanncrit mu, Ho die,' 
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Sdgb for some time we flattered ourselves that it was only the intem¬ 
perate, the ill-fed, or illclothed, that fell victims to it, we soon discovered that 
murri was no respecter of persons, and that the prince and the peasant, the 
European and the native, the robust and the weak, the well-fed and the 
abstinent, were alike subject to her influence. I can number four intimajo 
friends, rny brother officers, who were snatched away in the very prime of 
life bv this disease ; and in the stales under my political control, it assailed 
in two instances,the palace : the Oodipoor prince recovered, but the Boondi 
Kao’s time was come. He conducted himself most heioicady, and in the 
midst of the" most dreadful torture with which tiie human frame can be 
affiicted, he never lost his self-possession, but in every interval of suffering, 
conversed upon the affairs ,of his little dominion, giving the fullest instruc¬ 
tion- for the future with composure. lie particularly desired that none of 
his wives should mount the pyre with his corpse , and that as so<m as he 
ceased to breathe, I should be invited to BQondi ; for that “he left Lalji (an 
endearing epithet to children) in my lap.” It was only during our last 
journey through Boondi, that I was amused with my friend's expedient to 
keep “death” out of his capital, and which I omitted to mention, ns like¬ 
wise the old Regent’s mode of getting rid of this unwelcome visitor in 
Kotah *, nor should they be separated. Having assembled the Brahmins, 
astrologers and those versed in incantations, a grand rite was got up, 
sacrifice made, and a solemn decree of desvatto , or banishment, was pronoun 
ced against murri . Accordingly, an equipage was prepared for her, decora¬ 
ted with funeral embioms, painted black and drawn by a double team of 
black oxen ; bags of grain, also black, were put into the vehicle, that the 
lady might not go forth without food, and driven by a man in sable vest- 
netuc, followed by the yells of the populace. Mu?rt was deported across the 
Chumbul, witn the commands of the priests that she should never set foot 
again in Kotah, No sooner did my diseased friend hear of her expulsion from 
that capital, and being placed en chemin for Boondi, that the wise men of 
this city were called on to provide means to keop her frem entering theioin. 
Accordingly, all the water of the Ganges at hand was in requisition, an 
earthen vessel was placed over the southern portal, from which the sacrod 
wvtcr was continually dripping and against which no evil could prevail. 
\\ Imfcher my friend s supply of the holy water failed, or blurri disregarded 
such opposition, she reached his palace.* 


* .1 have in other parts of my work touched upon t.ixig terrilic scoumo, from 
will ho seen that u i 3 woll kuown throughout India under tho 
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endeavour to prove that- the Hindus hm 
a V7 1:1 cir Z^ ean ^ I am enabled to trace this lisoaso ravaging In ia 
centuries ago. At page 7o, it is thus described in tho Annuls of Alarw 
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the pre-ent date about tho intermediate time of tlieso extreme pe.,oda. that 
166d. ft similai dwese was laging i u England. ’ have no doubt that other 
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L * 'ownak, or Pohona , July 25th. —Yesterday was a day of disaster : 1 
left the eapicul amidst torrents of rain, and between Mairta and Maowlee 
found my best elephant lying dead; the long and sudden march, and too 
heavy a load, had destroyed the fine animal. It was rather ominous to lose 
the emblem of wisdom ia the outset of this journey. We passed a most 
uncomfortable day, and still more uncomfortable night, for a strong gile 
forced up the tent-pins from the clay soil, and brought down the tent over 
my ears. I had an escape from the pole, part of which I propped under the 
fly to keep me from suffocation. Around me were nothing but yells of dis¬ 
tress, half laughable, half serious; horses loose, and camels roaring in discor¬ 
dant’gutturals. We were glad long before dawn to pack up our chattels, 
thoroughly soaked, and consequently double weight, and begin moving for 
Pohona, where we are promised a little repose. I have taken this route as 
it is the last occasion I shall have to visit the work of my o.vn hands, the 


mart of Bhilwarra. Pohona is or was a place of some vale ; but the 


lUdUf ui uminmuj. - r- 7 

Brahmins, through the influence of the Rina’s sister, had got lt^by means 
of a forged grant, and abided by the privi'eges of their order. But fortu¬ 
nately they abused the right oi sanctuary, in giving protection to a thief 
and assassin from interested motives; consequently, the penalty of resump¬ 
tion was incurred, and we hope to suffer no other ill effects than Ohand 

Bae’s displeasure. , f 

Bhilwarrctt July 2Gth.—' Varuna, the Jupiter pluviahs of the Hindu, 
has been most complaisant, and for two days has stopped up all the .bottles 
of heaven, ,J and I made my triumphal entry into our <rood town ot Blnl- 
warra, one of those days which are pic utterly splendid in the monsoon* 
vhen the sun deigns to emerge from behind the clouds. 

My reception was quite Asiatic; the entire population, headed by the 
chief merchants, and preceded by t he damsels with the kullus, advanced full 
a mile to meet nd conduct me to a town which, a few years ago, had not 
one inhabited dwelling. I passed through the main street, surrounded by 
its wealthy ooou pants, who had suspended over the projecting awnings the 
costly silks, brocades, and other finery, to do honour to one whom they 
esteemed their benefactor, aud having conducted me to my tent, left me to 
breakfast, and returned in the afeernoon. As the tent would not contain » 
r e nth of the visitors, I had its walls removed, and all were welcome to enter 
v ho could Every moment I expected to see it fall upon us, as there were 
hundreds ot hands at each rope, swaying it in every direction m their 
eagerness to see what was going on within between the suheb and the pun- 
of both sects Oswal and Mahesri, or Jain and Vishnuve. We _ talked 
0Vt . r many plans for the future benefit of the town ; of further reducing the 
dut'cs and giving additional freedom to the transit-trade. I ottered, in me 
Rimva name, to i’xpend the next two years’ income on a eircumyal.ation 
for the protection of the town , which, for many good reason s, they refused ; 


t no man ever dreamed oi 7 
out 


, m , „ wn d"ore. I bare had n»«nj pate nts dying about n;.- 

. t0 propagate which o] i'lion, anc scare ns from all toe sym| athies of life, wl 
Z iuiefv -kum.oBtrativc, is to say the least highly censnrabfe. There .8 enongh of self 

? . 1 , - innd of ultra ciriliwion, n it hoot drawing a cotaon snrtifaire round every individual 
firU person M with -.ho disease in iS^S 

• .. ,,'i t ills fa uliv that to o'Ihk causes tnan pcr?onvl coinnuuicat -n - 1 

X I wii not re,cat the - eatmenl m bUi* C-.ao (aee p. 75}, M mmj *»rf» 

pr< jgribe'l l»y »1to u:>iaiMi«d> 
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irincipaily, that it would bo a check on that very freedom it was my 
desire they should enjoy, as it would prevent uninterrupted ingreSS and 
egress I however sent for the. chiefs, to whom, with their quotas, waS 
confided the duty of guarding this town, and before the isemblod grounos 
explained the noc -ssity of preventing any complaints from want of dm 
vigil an n ■, and .old them they were to be in lieu of walls to Bhilwarra. II¬ 
S'? 01 triorn s having no inclination to retire, I sent for tho presents I intern 
ed fot _ 1 10 heads ot the sectarian merchants, with the i'lr-pan (that mo- 
convenient mode of hinting to a friend that you are tired of him), and th, > 
of^our^j* fc 10I13an ^ blessings, and prayers for the perpetuity 

Bhilwarra is perhaps the most conspicuous instance in all India of tho 
change which our predominant influence has effected in four short years • and 
to many it must appear almost miraculous that, within that period, a vreaf, 
commercial mart should be established, and three thousand Wei. twchc 
hundred of which tiro those of merchants or artizans, be made habitable tho 
principal street being entirely rebuilt; that goods of all countries should be 
found there; bills ot exchange to any amount, and on any city in India 
obtained, and that ail should b systematically organized as if it- had Wn 
the silent growth of ages. Tome it afforded another convincing prooT in 
addition to the many I have had of the tenacity and iudestructiluldy of the 
institutions in these regions, and that very little skill is requi-ite to evoke 
order and prosperity out of confusion and distress. I have no he itatSion in 
saying that, were it not now time to withfraw from interference in thcinlcr- 
nal concerns of Mcwar, the machine of government having been once nv.ro 
put into action, with proper management this place might become the chief 
mart of Rajpootana, and ten thousand houses would soon find inhabitants- 
such are i s lo .al capabilities as an entrepot. Cut while I indulgo this Mi-'f’ 
l should at the same time fear that »igid impartiality, which has ,invented 
ihe quarrels of the sectarian traders from affecting the general weal, would 
be lost sight of in the apathy and intrigue which are by no means banished 
trom the councils of the capital. 

I bade a last farewell to Bhilwarra and its inhabitants, with prayers fot 
the welfare of both. ' 

B hihrarru, 28 ih. Though pressed for time, and tin . n. r ,■■.] again 
become bad, I could not resist the kind entreaties of the people of Bhilwairo 
that 1 would halt one more day amongst them ; and albeit neither nr ff-iith 
imr occupations admitted of my being tho lion to the :;ood tradef. of tho 
city without inconvenience, the slight personal sacrifice was amply repaid 
by the more intimate acquaintance I gained with men belonging to - very 
region ot R'ljwarra, “ 

a ' i wfw a march in a torrent of rain, the ooun- 

t.v loodw and roads cut upland although I have not Incommoded mv M 
wuh much baggage, tho htife I have is in a wretched plight. The crocke t 


ka.iv.r fell with his load, and smashed the 


slopped the m»mm .3,1 1 . ft? ,1 i' K «* l»* 

moii to the divinities bo h o' ieTuWlXNn t“" \ ” V ’ 

M >) ams ana \ jusunuvia lor my i, •nyerV* 
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uyu, ... - , J *r ,' 

ild the doctor I was 3ure he was wrong; and here 
3 scenes of misery from which I so lately escapca, 
and under which several of my establishment, besides poor Cary, have 

! ' ,C °bS/ 30f/».—Another fatiguing marc!) brought in to the conclusion of 
.our journey'-, and notwithstanding a deluge of ram, we were met three rndes 
from the city by the minister and the principal chiofa with v. « _ 

Change of buaulgeeri (embracing) took place in spite ..f the raging fronds- 
All preceded*to « our nproacb, but ,uy Cutbful^d 

raja Bikramajeet, whose nlam aright honesty in all that a,, pat* ai n o 

to his master's house has won my warmest regard. He rode bf my wde,. wj 
told me of the change, that had taken place, of the dangers of the you 
Ram Sing from the interested Views of those who affected the sen Wan™ 
devotion j “but,” observed tho Veteran, “you know us all. and will^ trust no 
individual with too much authority.” He could apeak thus w. hou fcai^ o 
being misunderstood, for no persuasion would have induced h im*° «nt ( 

their cabals, or compromise his trust of watching over the P «^”, av ° e 
his infant prince; though without any ostensible po t loya! 

that proud title-which was ascribed to him by all parties - . 

EikraTrmjeefc.’ brpn 

The beauties of tho scenery passed unheeded, and ave - J from 

sufficiently d escribed, though there is novelty m every point o f v 

dry palace is seen ; and as it burst ^ ^ 

, r W ra Dasaincr over its gilded pinnacles, displayed ltsvai 
)mK’, which are rapidly imraerged into the globm that hung °' ,cr ,‘ 

U lith ! no character of its inmates. As it was my policy to demonstrate, 
hv the rapiditv of my movements (which had brought mo m six d y 
ffSfiTLi, OoiipL to Eo.ndi), how much theBrit,eh hodrt 

h'-.rt tho welfare of ita joiing prince, I hastened to tbs v ;,lLf cm- 

ling costume, to pay my respects, wishing to get over the forma • 

Polo nee on be loss tho prince had sustained. . . 

lO tho young chief end hi, brother, (Sopot 
most respectable Court, though, as T passed along the me o look-- 

... i,,,-/ e J,h side of the long colonnaded barra dum, I could per. • uo loo 
& dip^xlS -peptic, blended with the*.of we com, ***** 
standing the forms of mourning must destroy much of t e y P J b , y 
cripf then i» .nothing in the settled composure of feature of an »sm , 
H ihte coUned to receive the condolence of a stranger who Jit for tn. 

to, 1,. -bich he wa» Of, lied tosjmp.tl.izs that Cin: the mind. ^th. * ho 

-s--M- 

character was changed on this occasion, when we met to depior 

the chief of all the Haras. . t„j P v C ited in me. i° 

I expressed tho feelings which the ,a e wo y participate:, 

which, I observed, the most noble the governor-gem • auCC «@ar, 

..tiding that it w..s a consolation to find so muc 1 « f flfch er to him 

during whoso minority his lordship would be in lb fulfilling the 

all that concerned, his welfare ; and that in thus speedily 
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fixations of public duty r d friendship to the will of hia deceased parent. 
I but evinced the deep in my government had in the rasing prosperity 
of Boondi ; that, thank Gud, the time was passed when a minority could 
endanger his welfare, as it would only redouble the anxiety and vigilance of 
my government; with much ?nore to the same purport, which it is unneces¬ 
sary to repeat. The young prince replied with great propriety of manner 
and speech,concluding thus: “My father left me in your lap ; he confided 
my well being to your hands.’’ After a few remarks to the chiefs, I repaired 
to the residence prepared for me at no great distance from the palace. Here 
I found all my wants supplied and my comforts most carefully studied ; and 
scarcely had I changed my garments, when a sumptouous dinner was an¬ 
nounced, sent by the queen-mother, who in order to do more honour had 
ordered a Brahmin to precede it, sprinkling the road with holy-water to 
prevent the approach of evil ! 


CHAPTER X. 

Ceremony of Raj-tilac, or inauguration.—Personal qualities of the Kao Raja 
and his brothers.—The installation—The tilac first made by the author, 
os representative of the British government. — Ceremonies.—Mrssage 
from the Queen-Mother. —B ahvant Rao, of Qoterah.—The Boltova ; or 
chief minister .— Power atifl disposition of these two officers. —A vraivic 
ments made by the author.—Interview and conversation with tin, . i .— 
Literary and historical researches of the author. —Tv venues of T a- 
its prospects.—Departure for Kotah.—Condition of the junior branches 
of the Haras. — Rowtah.—Grand hunts in Haroute . 

Avgust the 5th. —The ceremony of Raj-lilac , or inauguration of the 
young Rao Raja, had been postponed as soon as the Rani-Mother heard of 
my intention to come to Boondi, and as the joyous “third of Sawim,’’ S awnn- 
ca teej , was at hand, it was fixed for the day following that festival. As the 
interval between the display of grief and the expression of joy is short in 
th cse states, it would have been inauspicious to mingle aught of gloom with 
this most celebrated of all the festivals of the Haras, in whi :h the whole city 
p&rfcakes. The queen-mother sent a message to request that I would acconi 
pany her son in the 'procession of the teej, with which invitation I most; 
willthgly complied ; and she also informed mo that it was the custom of Raj 
wa ( i, for the nearest of kin, or some neighbouring prince, on such occasions, 
to oi: tr i at the mourner, at lb » termination of the twelve clays of mulhn, to 
(lisp with its mob!, ms. Accordingly, T pr cared a coloured dros.-t, with r 
turban and a jewelled ti pesh, which I sen: , with a request that the' prino : 
would “put aside the white turban.” In compliance with this, he appeared 
in these v -aments m public, ami [ accompanied him to the ancient palace in 
old \ iiore all public festivities are still held. 

lh~ yoivng prince of the Haras is named Ram Sing, after one of ho 
invineibles ai this race, who scaled his loyalty with his life on th field > f 
Dholpoor. He is now in his eleventh year, fair, and with a lively, intelligent 
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face, and a sedateness of demeanour which, at his ago, is only to be 
seen in the east. Gopal Sing, his brother, by a different mother, is a few 
months younger, very intelligent, and in person slight, fair, and somewhat 
marked with the small-pox. There is a third boy, about four. Who, 
although illegitimate, was brought up with equal regard, but now he will 
have no consideration. 

The cavalcade was numerous and imposing-, the chiefs and their retainers 
well mounted, their equipments all new for the occasion, and the inhabitants 
ii: tiieir best apparel, created a spectacle which was quite exhilarating, and 
which Boondi had not witnessed for a centuary: indeed, I should hardly 
have supposed it possible that four years could have produced such a change 
in the general appearance or numbers of the population. After remaining 
a few minutes, I took leave, that I might impose no restraint on the mirth 
which the day produces.* 

The next day was appointed for the installation. Captain Waugh, who 
had been sent from Ondipoorto Kotah in December last, when the troubles of 
that state broke out afresh, joined me this day in order to be present at the 
ceremony, though he was in wretched health from the peculiar insalubrity of 
K<.n h at this time of the year. We proceeded to the Rujmahl, where all tho 
sons of Dcwa-Bango have been anointed. Every avenue through which we 
passed was crowded with well-dressed people, who gave us hearty cheers of 
congratulation as we went along, and seemed to participate in the feeling 
evinced towards their young prince by the representative of the protecting 
power. The courts below and around tho palace were in like manner filled 
with the Hara retainers, who rent the air with Jy ! Jyl as we dismounted. 
There was a very full assemblage within, where the young Raja was under- 
going purification by the priests; but we found his brother the Maharaja 
Gopal Sing, Bui want Sing of Goterah, the first noble of Boondi, the chiefs of 
Kaprain and Thaua, old Bikramajcet, and likewise the venerable chief of 
Doo 'arie (son of Sriji), grand uncle of the young prince, who had witnessed 
all fcT.o revolutions which the country had undergone, and could appreciate 
the existing repose. It was gratifying to hear this ancient, who could re- 
member' both periods of prosperity, thank Panne-ncar that lie had lived to 
H:je i\ ic restoration of his country’s independence. In this manner we had 
some interesting conversation, while sacrifice and purification were going on 
m the adjoining apartment. When this was over, I was instructed to bring 
the voung Raja forth and lead him to a temporary 'cushion of state/ when a 
new"round of religious ceremonies took place, terminating with his re-election 
of the family Purohib a?: 1 Beds, by marking their foreheads with the tilac: 
whw'i ordination entitled them to put the unction upon the prince’s, denoting 
rho Mivdne right’-* by which he was in future to ride the Haras. The young 
ortii jo went through a multitude of propitiatory rites with siugular accuracy 
uvl - 'If.poss' asion : and when they were over, the assembly rose. I was then 
requested to conduct him to the gadi, placed in an elevated balcony overlook- 
inp the external court and a great part of the^ town ; and it b fao big 
for the ooung prince to mob, I raised him to it. The officiating priest 
brough:*'the vessel containing the unction, composed of sandal-wood pow« 
and aromatic oils, into which I dipped the middle linger of my rig 
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;ido the Mac on his forehead. I then girt him with the sword and 
congratulated hun m the name of my government, declaring aloud; that, all 
might hear, that the British government would never cease to feel a deed 
interest in all that concerned the welfare of Boondi and the young nrinee’s 
family. Shouts of apyrobation burst from the immense crowds who thronged 
the palace, all in their gayest attire, while every valley re-echoed the .ound 
of the cannon from the citadel of Tarragurh. I then put on the jewels con¬ 
sisting of sirptsh, or aigrette, whici. I bound round his turban, a necklVw> of 
pearls, and bracelets, with twenty one shields (the tray of a Rajpoot) of 
shawls, brocades, and fine clothes. An elephant and tv o handsome horses 
richly caparisoned, the one having silver, the other silver-gilt ornaments’ 
with embroidered velvet saddle cloths ' it led into the centre of the 

court under the balcony, a khelat befitu the dignity both o. the giver a ,d 

the receiver. Having gone through . I , m which I was | rumpled by 

my old fiiend the Maharaja Bickramajeei an , paid ray individual congratu¬ 
lations as the friend of his father and his personal guardian, I withdrew to 
make room for the chiefs, heads of clans; to perform'the like round of cere¬ 
monies : for in making the lilac they at the same time ackm i dge his aeccs 
sion and their own homage and fealty. I was joined by Uopal Sing, the 
prince's brother, who artlessly told me that ho had no protector hut myself • 
and the chiefs, as they returned from the ceremony, came and congratulated’ 
pie on the part I had taken in a rito which so nearly touched them all • 
individually presenting tdieir nuzznrs to me as the representative of the para¬ 
mount power. I then made my salutation to the prince and the trembly 
of the Haras, and returned. The Rao Raja aferwards proceeded with 
his cavalcade to all the shrines in this city and Sitoor, to make hi., 
o£f* rings. 

The next day, I received a message from the queen mother with her 
blessing («.*<*), intimating her surprise that I had yet sent no special depo¬ 
ts 1011 to her, to comfort hc-r under her affliction, and to give a pledge for her 
own and her child’s protection ; and that although on this point she could 
feel no distrust, a direct communication would be satisfactory. In reply, I 
urged that it was from delicacy alone I had erred, and that f only awaited 
the intimation ihat it would he agreeable, though she ivonld so.' the cm- 

I m.vcr employed ui 


step, more especially 


harassment attending such - v , JL». V ^ .. ciujHoyeu u.y 

own servants when I could command the servims of the ministers; and that 
as I feared to luvo umbrage by selcting any one of them, if she would receive 
the four, £ would send with them a c nfidenti-d servant, the aMartiuvccs or 
news writer, as the bearrer of my message. Her anxiety was not without 
good grounds : the elements of disorder, though subdued, were not crushed 
and she dreaded the ambition and turbulence of the- senior noble Bulwunt 
Bao of (Joterah, who had pro.ved a thorn in the side of the late Raja through- 
on his life. This mdacious but gallant Rajpoot, about twelve vears befon 
had stormed and taken Nynwa, one of the chief castles of Boondi, in the 
face of day, and debated with great slaughter many attempts ... retake it, 
e ill holding it in spite of his prince, and ',-usiiii.r to ius own ■ and the 
Mahratt.s lor support. In fact, but for the change in his relations, he nei¬ 
ther would have obeyed a summons to the Presence, nor dared tc 
invited ; and even now his appearance excited no less alarm tl 

(sing at Boondi ! was repeated by many of tho surround 
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one of the anomalous signs of the times ; for to have heard that a 
lion from their jungles h id gou • to congratulate the Raja, would have caused 
less wonder and infinitely less apprehension. The Ram was not satisfied, 
nor had her late lord been, with the chief minister, the Bohora, bimbhoo 
Ham who only a faw days before the Raja's death had expressed great unwil- 
lii.-nW when called on, to produce his account of the finances. It whs 
chiefly with a view to gumd against these individuals,-that the deceased Rao 
Raja had nominated the British Agent as the guardian of his son and the 
state during his minority, an«l the queen-mother besought mo _o see his 
wish s faithful y execute-'.'. Fortunately, there were some men who could fie 
den I d on, especially Govind Ram, who had attended the agent as vakeel : 
a aimi 1c-minded man, full of integrity and good intentions, though no match 
for t.i-- Bohora in ability or intrigue. There was also the dhabhae, . or foster- 
broi or of (h A lata prince, who held the important office ot killehdar or 
Tarrngurb and who, like all his class, is devotion personified, lhore was 
like vis: Gliand rbhan Nr.ique, who, from a low condition, had risen to favour 
and b ini quick, obedient and faithful, was always held as a check over the 
Bohora.• Thor-'wore also two eunuchs of the palaco, servants entirely con¬ 
fidential, and with a very good notion of the general afiairs.of the state. 

Such were the materials at rny disposal, and they were ample for all tho 
concerns o 1 this little state. Conformably to the will ot the »ato pince,- 
tfi inj motions of the queen-mother, the Agent entirely reformed the 
tionajfif these ottic rs, prohibited the revenues of the state from being; con 
found' d wiidi (i.e m reamtile concerns of the minister, requiring them hen c 
forth to be deposited at tl iridar or treasury W the palace, providing 

a system of checks, as well on the receipts as the expenditure, and making 
all the four rally answerable ; yet he m#(N>o matoual in¬ 
novations. am ced or displeased no one ; though mousing those who 

d throughout tho country lor their i , he confirmed their 

good intentions and afforded them scope, while his measures were viewed 
with general satisfaction. After these arrangements, the greatest anxiety 
of the ,uecn was for the absence of Bulwunt Rao ; and, as it was in vain 
to argue against her fears, she requested that, when the ceremonies of ins a 
Inli .11 w er<- ovor th-.- chiefs might be dismissed to then- estates ano - - 
wo old take the opportunity, at the next durbar, to point out to tb^th _ 
exact line of their duti-s, and the necessity ot observance of the customs o 
past days .• all of which was courteously done. .t, 

Although the festival of the Raklii was not until tho end of the month, 
the mother of the young prince sent me by the hands ot the bhnt, or famd. 
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deep interest I felt for all that concerned the honour of Bomdi, her 
nund was quite at ease $ nor had she any thing left to desire. She added 
that she i\ b'c-d implicitly on my friendship for the deceased, whose regard for 
me was gi .it. I took the liberty of adverting to many topics for her own 
guidance ; counselling her to shun the *rror of communicating with or 
receiving reports fiom interested or ignorant advisers ; and above nil, to 
shun forming parties, and railing, according to the ir usual policy, by division^ 
I suggested that tho object would he best attained by ueyer intimating her 
wishes but when the four ministers were together ; and urged her to exercise 
her own sound judgment, and banish all anxiety fbr her son's welfare, by 
always recalling to mind what my government had done for the interests of 
Boondi. During a great part of this conversation, the Bohora had retired, 
so that her tongue was unrestrained. With utr-piin end her blessing Unices) 
sent by one of her damsels, Mie dismissed me with the oft-repeated remark, 
‘ Forget not that Lalji is now in your iap. 

I retired with my conductors, highly gratified with this interesting 
conversation, and impressed with respect for her capacity and views- This 
Rani, as I have elsewhere mentioned, is of the Rahtore tiA>e, and of tho 
house of Kishengurh in Marwar ; sho is the youngest of the late Rao Rnja's 
four widowed queens, but takes the chief rank, as mother and guardian of 
the minor prince. 

I remained at Boondi till the middle of August p when, having giv-m a 
right tone and direction to its government, I loft it with the admonition that 
I should consider myself authorized, not as the agent of government so much 
a.” the executor of their late lord’s wishes, and with the concurrent, assent of 
the regent queen, to watch over the prince’s welfare until the age of sixteen, 
when Rajpoot minority ceases; and advertised them, that they must not bo 
surprised if I called upon them every year to inform me the annual surplus 
revenue they had set aside for accumulation until his majority. I reminded 
the Bohorn, in the words of hi.? own beautiful metaphor, when, at the period 
of I he treaty, my government restored its long alienated lands, “again will 
our lakes overflow ; once more will the f-tus shew its face on the waters.” 
Nor had ho forgotten this emblamatic phraseology, and with his coadjutors 
promised his most strenuous efforts. During the few remaining days of my 
stay, I had continual merges from the young prince, by the ‘ Gold sti*. k,’’ 
or (Uiabhac, which were invariably addressed to me as ‘ :-he Maru.jo S ahe >, 
or uncle. He sent me specimens of his hand-writing, both in Decant^/.trl 
and Persian, in which last, however, he had not got farther than the alpha¬ 
bet • and he used to ride and* karowli his horse within sight of my tents, and 
always expressed anxiety to know what the “Mumoo” thought of his hoi e- 
munship. 1 was soon afeer called upon by the queen-mother for my congra ¬ 
tulations on Lalji having slain his first boar, an event that had summoned all 
the Maras to make their offerings ; a ceremony which will recall a distinction 
received by the Macedonian youths, on a simitar occasion, who were n't ad 
mitted to public discussions until they had slain a wild boar. 

Whilst partaking in these national amusements, and affording n 
political aid 1. could, my iiesure time was employed in extracting fro 
chronicles or living records what might serve to develop tho past history < 
the family; in frequent visits to the cenotaphs of the family, or other i 
maikabla spots, and in dispersing my emissaries for inscriptions in ever 
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6n. This was the most singular part of my conduct to the 
; they could not conoeive why I should take an interest in such a 
pursuit. 

The fiscal revenues of Boondi do not yet exceed three lakhs of rupees ; 
and it will be some time b fore the entire revenues, both fiscal and feudal, 
Will produce more than, five ; and out of the crown domain, eighty thousand 
rupees annually are paid to the Brirish government, on account of the lands 
Sindia helds in th.it state, and which he relinquished by the treaty of A. D. 
181 y. Notwithstanding his circumscribed menus, the late Rao Raja put 
every branch of his government on a most respectable footing. He could 
muster seven hundred household and Puttaet horse; and, including his garri¬ 
sons, his crops of golan'daz, and little park ( jinsi ) of twelve guns, about two 
thousand seven hundred paid infantry ; in all between three and four thou¬ 
sand men. For the queens, the officers of government, and the pay of the 
garrison., estates were assigned, which yielded sufficient for the purpose. -A 
continuation of tranquillity is all that is required, and Boondi will again 
take its proper station in Rajwarra. 

Camp, Roictah, November 19*A.—On the 14th August, I departed for 
Kotuh, and found the junior branches of the Haras far from enjoying the 
repose of Boondi. But on these subjoets we will not touch here, further than 
to remark, that the la3t three months have been the most harassing of my 
exist nice :' r civil war, deaths of friends and relatives, cholera . raging, 
and all of us worn out with perpetual attacks of fever, ague, anxiety, ana 

^Rowtah, the spot on which I encamped, is hallowed. by recollections tue 
most inspiriting. It was on this very ground I took up my position through¬ 
out the campaign of 1817-18, in the very centre of movements of all the 
armies, friendly and hostile, f _ 


* For an account of these transaction, vide Chap. Xf, Annals of Kotah, 
t It was from this ground I detached thirty-two Mrolooks of my guard, supported by two 
1m idrod of the Regent's men, with two camel swivels, to beat up a portion of the mam 
piudorri horde, when broken by our arrays. Bub my little band out marched the auxiliaries, 
and when tlmy camo upon the foe, they found a camp of 1,500 instead of 500 men ; but 
nothing dauotod, and the surprise being complete, they poured in sixty rounds before tho day 
Lroko, a:«l do .rod tlior camp. Then, each mounting a marauder’s horse and driving a laden 
canid before him, they returned Within the twenty-four hours, having marched i\d,y miles, 
and flatn more than bun* Limns their numbers Nothing so clearly illustrated the destitution 
, f all moral courage i.i the it-, mter.-, as their conduct on this occasion ; f >r at dawn of day, 
when iho srnuke cleared »way, and they saw the handful of men who bad driven them into 
a bodv four hundred roturned to the attack ; but W’ SIpaWfl. 

dismounting; allowed i*he boldest to approach within pistol-shot b*. y 

Which uHired to wake the lancers wheel off. Tho situation recalled the mu whom announced 
d-it eturn : ut oil which occasion, going out to wtdeome them. I saw tho regents ramp, 

turn mu and tlio trees were crowded with spectators, to enjoy the triumph il enti; ol tuo 
gallant lit: le ban 1 with the :• noils of the spoiler The prize \u:s sold aad divided on tho 
(li-um head, tmd yielded six Or eight months 1 pay to each ; bnfc it did not rest here, tor Lo 
1 listings i rnmotfvl the non-commissioned officers and several ot the men, giving to a 

a 1 ‘ •Vi'Am.cb ot iLirf .xpl' v.-as urpi-isuiK; th* country pooplo, who hitherto would as soon 
l-nvo th ■ -ht of gluiideriiig bis Sulftnin majesty M uWmlwri, tdmttU 
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JAa we wfcro now in the vicinity of the chiof JRumna in Harouti, tho 
R un. i»rop03°d to exhibit tihe mode i>i which they < arry on th< ir ( . 4 


■ M _ . 

hunts. The situ chosen was a large range running into a.ui para” -I : . 
chain which separates Harouti from Malvva. At noon, the lieur a])] red 
accompanied by several officers of the Neemnch force (amongst when m 

old fri«ml Major Price), we proceeded to the Shikar jas, a homing 
orcofced half way up tho gentle assent, having terraced roofs and . v iji t. a, 
which the sportsman lavs his gun to massacre the game; and here v e waited 
some time in anxious expect ition, occasionally some deer scudding by. Gi* 
dually, the din of the hunters reached us, increasing into turn upturn 1 - shouts, 
with the beating of drums, and the varieties of discord. Soon kind 

of doer galloped wildly past, succeeded by ntfyaes. bar a si upas, rod and .-mot- 
tod. Sonic veil ! hogs wont off snorting and trotting, and at length, = s the 
hunters approached, a bevy of animal's, amongst which some black minuted 
hytenas wer * seen, who made a d*\ad halt when they saw themselves between 
two fires. Thorp was no tiger, honwr, in the assemblage, whih i\ idwr 
disappointed u<, but the still more cui io is wild-d »g wis sem by .-onm. A 
slaughter oommcncod, the eff ;cts cf which I judged loss at the time, but soon 


after I got to my tents,. I found .-ix ‘ camol-ioads of deer, of various kinds, 
deposited. My friend, Major Price, did n* t much admire this unsportsman- 






- mode of dealing with the lords of the forest, and although very well, once 
in one’s life, mo;; would think n b >ar hunt, spear in i»ti.»» , preferable. Still 
it was exhilarating seen ; tho confusion of the animals, their wild dismay 
ad this compulsory a, >oui «r.Iuii : ; 3 'clis, shouts, and «1 in from f«mr b it r duas 
of i *gulars, who, in addition to the ordinary band pf hun(amen, brmo i t» 
chain-from the summit < the Mountain, acr* ss the val y to the Opr viu. 
heights • and, last not: Io*’a, the pi a id Rodent-himself listening to tin tu¬ 
mult he could no longer witn s?, proiuccd an effect m*t easily fhrgolt *n. 
This sport is a species of petty war, not altogether fra from dum; r, vpadidly 
to the rangers * but 1 h »ard of no ac b 7 c h id a round of a nitffaft* 

and also tried some steaks, which ate . rv like coarse beef. 

It is asserted that, in one shape o« .mother, these hunting excursions 
cost the state tvjo lakhs, or £20,000 annually. The Regent’.- rguUr 
hanting-ontablishment consisted of t-.cni. 'i> *. carpenter^, two hundred 
directs, or huntsmen, and five hundred occasional r agern. ‘but tho </*»,'-• ,-p or 
* feasts/ ac the conclusion of those Bpons, . ukmI tin chief' w rae, v hen 
some thousands woie foil, and rewui Is and gratujti* s v ac stowe’ upon, 
those whom tho Regent happened t< k pk - d with. J his ■ \a .mo of tho 
methods ho pursued to ingritiate. himsoli with the Hama, and hr w»jw 
eminently successful : the only vy -ml r a, that to good an opportumiy 
should have b 3 cm n gloottd of getting rid of one who had so long t\ranuiaeii 
over thorn. 






a.u: Swhi*:h i tmnhUeil n aoriei w rh Alo^ul kiugs), and f.s’>i m* tii*c U\>ur -ul n. .1 of, 
onltl" of uvory Uc‘Cri^ii(>ii. Tho K04 rit itf.pi ■ l my j n hridj**-. Ct lit’• ori uiv'uu 

v< 11 ! jMfttcui-toil, . -aoiwli.i ' ovor the rivt.-r a t.hv v, roadi n of U Hi • a«nl l- % . \ <vuil n £ 

; and ih ni h >>• s-lhl uud u->o.u! t iu ivnuuk 1 for beaiuv, Will si" . 1 .. porpniufttQ 

ie> Jlatiti’rh-p ml, taj uaiuo of o - • »1 rl: < •, wul ^nl i i <wc -.iiiar, who cmah. ipa‘od 

T>idift from the Bec.ur^e o! Pi d :rig. 1!... is now h'-v juU tii'- ’ . f hnuiur o > •>, Hvl 

tho mi tin w nifty ro.»ft‘8s thne. ho i i\ ud oi hit'.k.i suiu^'-ste-i, J*l:injn?il .Mid eh. a tu ltd 
eoroplebion, tins trophy to iris fame*. 
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fe Ijere took a temporary leave of the Regent; and we intend^ -0 fi 
up the interval till the return of the ‘Maharao from Mewar, by malting a 
tour through upper Mailwa in which we shall visit tho falls of the 
amidst the dense woods of Puchail. 


Chumbul 


CHAPTER XI. 

Pass of Mokundurra. — View from the summit of the pass into Puchail. 

Marti set up by the Bunjarris.—Monastery of Alteets, or Joms.—l heir 

savage aspect—The author elected a chela.— The head of the establishment. 

His ‘legend of the origin of the epithet Seesodia.— The grand temple Oj 

Bar oil i .--r.Conjcctu re as to its founder. — Barolli. 

WE marched before daybreak through the famed pass of Mokundurra,* 
and oauglit a glimpse at the outlet of the fine plains of Malwa. We then 
turned abruptly to the right, and skirted the range which divides Haravati 
from Malwa, over a rich champaign tract, in a re-entering angle ot the 
range, which gradually contracted to the point of exit, up tho mountains 

The sun roso just as we cleared tho summit of the P a ®^ an ^ IjaUey 
for a few minutes It the tower Chat guards the ascent, to look upon thejMIej 
behind: the landscape wa3 bounded on either side by t >e 1 P< eastern 

enclosing numerous villages, until the eye wns stopped^ by the t eastern 
horison. We proceeded on tho terrace of this table land, g . 

through a thick forest, when, as we reached the point of descent *be s 
dearea the barrier which we bad just left, and darting bis beams through 
the foliage, illuminated the castle ot Bhynsror while the new fort of Danger 
mow, appeared as a white speck in tho gloom that still enveloped the 

1 atl Wo descended along a natural causeway, the rock being perfectly bare, 
without a particle of mould or vegetation. Small pillars, or uninscubed 
tablets, placed erect in the centre of little heaps of stone seemed to indicate 
the scene of murders, when the Bhil lord of the pass exacedhistollfrom all 
who traversed bis dominion. They proved, however, to b ?.“*£■** t f ack g 
tho bunjarris to guide their tandas , or caravans, through the devious tracks 
of the forest As we continued to descend, enveloped on all sides by woods 
and rocks we lost sight of the towers of Bhynsror, and on reaching tho foot 
of tho pass i,he first object wc saw was a little monastery of Atteets, founded 
v ih. Chiefs of Bhynsror : it is called Jhalaca. We passed close to thtfr 

were ^ uatTed^mind’a fire,' enfoyt g'the warmthd" K morning 6 aumTheir 

r 1 say ’ fe m « 

* Jjtirra, a corruption of D'rxr, burner, pass 
•pitlions of Gawknu. Mohwi&m* and S>tv 

•f the 


pass, outlet, or portal and Alahind ono 

are Waommooa.—'tlw !*• P° rt “' 
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in a_ perpetual routine of adoration of Ghatoorbhooja , the ‘four- 
'divinity, and they subsist on the produce of a few patches of land, 
with which the chiefs of Bhynsor have endowed this abode of wild aseotic 3 
or with what their patrons or the town’s-people and passengers make up to 
them. The head of the establishment, a little vivacious, but wild-looking 
being, about sixty years of age, came forth to bestow his blessing and >o 
beg something for his order. Ho, however, in the first place, elected me one 
of his chelae, or disciples, by marking my forehead with a tika of bhaboot 
which he took from a platter made of dhalc- leaves; to which rite of inaugura¬ 
tion I submitted with duo gravity. The old man proved to be a wall in" 
volume of legendary lore ; but his conversation became insufferably tedious. 
Interruption was in vain ; he could tell his story only in his own way, 
and in order to get at a point of local history connected with the sway of 
tho Ranas, I was obliged to begin from the creation of the world, and go 
through all the theogonies, the combats of the Soors and Asoors, the gods and 
Titans of Indian mythology 5 to bewail with Seeta the loss of her child, her 
rape by Ravun, and the whole of the Wars of Rama waged for’ her 
recovery ; when, at length, the genealogy of the family commenced, which 
this strange being traced through all their varying patronymics of Hits, 
lues, brohelote, Aharya, Seesodia ; at which last he again diverged, aix! 
gave me an episode to explain the etymology of the distinguishing epithet. 
.1. subjoin it, as_ a specimen of the anchorite’s historical loro :—• 

In these wilds, an ancient Rana of Cheetore had sat down to a goto 
( feast) consisting of tho game slain in the chase ; and being very bur m y, 
he hastily swallowed a piece of meat to which a gad fly adhered. The fly 
grievously tormented the Rana’s stomach, and he sent for a physician. The 

rfhA „nll to) SeCret y 0rd9r l ai) attendant to cut off the tip of a cow’s ear, 
,°£ "® 13 , ? “'“!! the monarch’s lifo. On obtaining this forbidden 
morsel the bed folded it in a piece of thin cloth, and attaching a string to it, 

Tb0 »**> fea,Med and 

s.* 8 ?: ^ bfwhafteT, 

l^.i J j means tae euro was eilected, and when ho 

klne , h ^ passed his lips, be determined so ex- 
} , A ) * a manner which its heinousness required and to Mval- 

l.-, boH.ng lead {«,„)/ A vessel was put „„ the Sre, »dd h-df e n 

b“d^v d,^k”itTT"h^^ h *^'‘ , ■ , "'"‘euteiy off.... might bo 
boldJydiank it off; but lo! it passed through him like water From that, 

day, Cne name of the tribe was changed from Aharya to Sresodi, Tho old 
Jo,i as firmly behved the truth of this absurd tale as he did his or. os£ 
enco, and I allowed him to run on till the temple of Barolli suddeniv burst 
upon my view from amidst the foliage that shrouded it. The transi'mn was 
grand , we had for some time bean picking oar way along the ma rdn of a 
8mall stream that had worked itselfabedin the rock over which Vo our. 
path, and whose course had been our guide to this object of our vilgri.Wee 
Ah we neared the sacred fane, still following the stream, we re. Vcd 1 
spot overshadowed by the majestic koroo and ambi, which had 
the axe. VVo instantly dismounted, and by a flight of stepj 
court of the temple. iO describe its stupendous and diversified 
is impossible ; it is the office of the pencil clone, but the labour 
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for the first time, fully impressed with the beauty of Hindu ..... 
£Tm\ Tiio columns, the cielings, the external roofing, where each stone pre¬ 
sents a miniature tutnplo, one rising over another, until crowned by the urn- 
like !:>■:(Us, distracted our attention. The carving on the capital of each 
coinnui would require pages of xplanation, and the whole, in spite of its 
hi'rh antiquity, is in worn!, rful pr - rvation. This is attributable mainly to 
two causes: every stone is chiselled out of the close-grained quartz rock, 
perha .s the most durable (as it is the most difficult to work) of any ; and rn 
order ibat the Islamite rhould have some excuse for evading their iconoclastic 
l aw tin y covered the entire temple with the finest marble cement, so ad- 
hosiV> that it is only where the prevalent winds have beaten upon it that it 
is altogether worn off, leaving the sculptured edg. s of the stone as smooth 
and sharp as if carved only yosterdaj. 

Th n vrand temple of Barolli is dedicated to Siva, whose emblems are 
everywhere visible, it stands in an area of about two hundred and^fifty 


van 


i square, enclos'd by 


( n.inks'the blooft of the slain. The other two arms have been bro¬ 
il circumstance which proves that even the fsmmite, u, whom fho 
ie iv-vribed respected this work ol art. The mountain-bom . on 
" spouse standing on the worm, or tort--iso, with braided locks, 
made of the ooncbshelh TCvery limb is in that easy flowing 


IIJUO HI MU IV# V'-- ~ - -- - u 

. wall built of unshaped stom s without cement 

'it ... this wall are grow s of majestic trees, with many smaller shrines and 

v-rod fountains. The first object that struck my notice, just before enter- 
i, lL , , , ar c', was a pillar, erect in the earth, with a. hooded-snake soulptu: n 
around il. The door way, which is destroyed, must have been very curious, 
and the remains that choke up the interior are h.ghly interesting- Cffie or 
specimens was entire, and unrivalled in taste and beaut}- X ^ i 
P "of Siva and his consort, ftrbotty. with their nttendtn- IJ® 

UI ■ r the lotus, having the serpent twined as a garland, tn h s right 
I, m | ho ho Is the dumroo, or little drum, with which as the god of v\ar, hi. 
i„- ir .! the warrior'; in his left is the o>pra, formed ot a human skull, out of 

whnh \ 

o .( na y 1)0 ascribed, rwpccted this work of art. The ‘mountain-born ^ 01 

I ho k t of h<Vr 

‘and car finer* maue lm hh; uumiUMK.-. ~ . * n, ,r 

i|e peculiar to ancient Hindu art, and x W mod-in specimens. b»-b 

•uv -ov -rrd with beaded ornaments, and had no drapery. Tbo hrm, mascu¬ 
line attitude of B«/*i Adam,' as f. have h an! a call Mi>h ideo, oou- 

well with the delicate lemii ino outline of Ins consort. he s<rpan. 
!:” i„t» i„ l c*u„o R n«M.lly..vorth.fc b«*. Abwe, «*»«•«»« 
coirnartiiviits filled with various figures, the most conspicuous of which 9 
the chimerical animal called the c/ras, akind of horned lmn ; each comp.it- 
k !„./ qociu.ated by a wreath <f flowers, tastefully arranged and drln- 
buted. The animal is "delineated with an ease not unworthy-the art m 
r* „ of *b« various otlmr fic'iires many are mutilat' d ; one is a .. in - 
fi.:Xo, It'* S3 £fi,n.« ft couple of deer in a listening po.- 

‘ Amalie) U a <* »«• ttS 

" ; ||, r |, n heads which would hot disgrace Can ova. They ere m . v n 

' almost detached from the slab. In this fragment (about eight 
I-, i.’, 11 .\ 1 1,. chief figures are about three feet. 

f, "‘ > . » kind of frieze, is nearly entire, aud d» 

twelve feet by three ; it is covered with sculpture of tho sar J 10 ^ ’ 

mostly tho celestial chorine is with various instruments, « lei g 


th. 
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of Siva and Parbutty. Immediately wilhiii the door way, is a .mial! 
shrine to the * four armed but the Islamite having likewise deprived him o7 
the supernumerary pair, the Bhil takes him for Devi, .of whino th*-y aro 
desperately afraid, and in consequence the t*. rehead of the statue is 'ib-.Yallv 
smeared with verraillion. 

On the left, in advance of the main temple, is one about thiity f ot 
high, containing an image of Asht-Mata, or the ‘eight armed mother •/ but 
here the pious Mooslem has robbed the goddess of all her arms, save that 
with which she grasps her shield, and had also removed her head. >Shc t l eads 
firmly on the centaur, Maheswar, whose dissevered head hes at some distance 
in tho area, while the lion of tho Hindu Cybelo still retains his grasp of his 
quarters. The Joginis and Apsaras, or ‘maids of war’of Rajpoot martial 
poetry, have been spared. 

On the right is th shrine of T ri-murti, the triune divinity. Bra mb Vs 
face, in the centre, has been totally obliterated, as has that of Vishnu, the 
Preserver j but the Destroyer is uninjured. The tiara, which covers the head* 
of this triple divinity, is also entire, and of perfect workmanship* The skill 
of the sculptor “can no further goV Groupes of snakes adorn the clustering 
locks Oil the ample forehead of Siva, which are confined by a bandeau, in the 
centre of which there is . death’s head ornament, hideously exact. Various 
ami singularly elegant devices are wrought in tho tiara : in one, two horses 
couped from the shoulder, passing from a rich centering and surmounted by a 
death's head : a dissevered arm points to a vulture ad\ uicing to seize it, 
while serpents are wreathed round the neck and hands of tho Destroyer, 
whose half-opened mouth discloses a solitary tooth, and the tongue curled up 
with a demoniacal expression. Tho whole i3 colossal, the figures bing i : 
feet and a half hi^h. The relief is very bold, and altogether the group; h 
worthy of having, casts made from it. 

Wo now come to the grand temple itself, which is fifty ci; ht feet in 
height, and in the ancient form peculiar to the temples of Siva. The body of 
the edifice, in which is tho sanctum of the god, and over which rises its pyra¬ 
midal sifcr, is a square of only twenty-one foot; but the addition of the domed 
vestibule ( mwnduf) and portico makes it forty-four by twenty one. An out 
lit of this by Ghassi, a native artist (who labours at Oodipoor for 1 he sain > 
daily pay us a tailor, carpenter, or other artisan), will giv • a tolerably good 
not.on (d its appearance, though none of its beauty. Thu who!* is cov.-red 
wV.h mythological sculpture, without ns wall a? within, embloinatio of (ho 
‘ great god } {Mahadeo), who is the giver, as well as the destroyer, of life. In 
a niche outside, to the south, he is armed ugiinst th*.' 1)\ c (Tifcans\ the 
rcoird-madi, skull chaplet, re chiug lo his knees, and in -x-vmi of his ..• rr; 
of! an-ive weapons. His cap is rh • fnistrum of a cone, r:omp,Ni d of snakes 
interlaced* with a fillet of skulls: (lie cupvci is in hi* ham], and the victims 
ate scattered around. On his right is- the i ids of slaughter (i/Wni) 

lip, ami her countenance expulsive of 
female personification of Death, mere 
richt hand,j* its knob a death’s head 


drunk with blood, tho cup still at her 
vacuity ; while below, on the left is i 
akin and bone: a sickle (k oorpi) i n h< 


completes this group* of the attributes, of destruction. 


- Tho fr ■ t».'uK is iepio cmofl ,i,| three lAces , hut one he.ul. 

f >: j whert oho uni I O'or see this ouiblma Tim ' ilio cuutii rpivit ut’ lb..- FOYik 
h wo fuiTbii him, which is unknown to Judin 
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West is Mahadeo under another form, a beautiful and 
expression mild, as when ho went forth to entice the mountain- 
nymph, Mora, to his embrace. His tiara is a blaze of finely-executed orna¬ 
ment; 7 , and his snake-wreath, which hangs round him as a garland, has a 
clasp of two heads of Shesnag (the serpent king), while Nanda below is listen¬ 
ing with placidity to the sound of the dumroo. His cupra t and k arg, or 
skull-cap, and sword which he is in the attitude of using, aro tlio only 
accompaniments denoting the god of btood. 

The northern compartment is a picture disgustingly faithful, of death 
and i's attributes, vulgarly known as B/tookrt Mata , or the personification of 
famine, lank and bare ; her necklace, like her lord’s, of skulls. Close by aro 
two mortals in the last stap^e of existence, so correctly represeneted as to 
excite an unpleasant surprise. The outline, I may say, is anatomically cor¬ 
rect. Tho mouth is half open and distorted, and although the eye is closed in 
death, an expression of mental anguish seems still to linger upon the features. 
A beast of pr y is approaching the dead body 5 while, by way of contrast, a 
male figure, in all tho vigour of youth and health, lies prostrate at her 
feet. 

Such is a faint description of the scluptured niches on each of the ex’ 
tenia! faces of the mindra , whence tho spire rises, simple and solid. orcl ? G 
however, to be distinctly understood, I shall give some slight iohnographi 
details. First, is the mindra or cella , in which is the statue of the god 
then the munduf, or, in architectural nomenclature, the pronaos] and third 
the portico, with which wo shall begin, though it transcends all desenp 
tion. 

Like all temples dedicated to Bal Siva, the vivifier, or, ‘sun god* it face 0 
the east. The portico projects several feet beyond tho munduf , and has four 
superb columns in fornt, of which the outline by Ghassi conveys hut a very 
imperfect idea. Flat fluted pilasters are placed on either side of the entrance 
fcn tho munduf , serving as a support to the internal torun , or triumphal arch, 
and a single column intervenes on each side between the pilasters and the 
columns in front. The columns are about eighteen foot in height, the 
details of which will be best ex • lifted by the plate The proportions are 
perfect ; and though the d : . fibre-wo of diameter between the superior and 
inferior* portions of the shaft less than the Grecian standard, there is no 
want of elegance of effect, whilst it gives an idea of more grandeur. IL; 
frieze is one mass of sculptured figures, generally of human beings, male 
£Q({ female, in pairs \ the horned monster termed Gras , sepalating t e 
different pairs The internal torun or triumphal urch, which is invariably at¬ 
tached to all ancient temples of the sun-god, is of that peculiar curvature 
formed by the junction of two arcs of a circle from different centres, a form oi 
arch weli known 1 Gothic and Saracenic architecture, but which is an essen¬ 
tial characteristic of tho most ancient Hindu temples. Ihc head of a gras 
crowns its apex, and on the outline is a concatenation of figures armed with 
daggers, apparently ascending the arch to strike the monster. The roof of the 
munduf (uoronai), which in the drawing is not mado sufficiently distinct from 
the main body of the temple, cannot be described: its various parts must be 
examined with microscopic nicety in order to cuter into detail. »• t ic woo 0 
of the orn:, meats there is an exaoo harmony which I have soon n$ where else 
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elephants are in tile finest proportions, and exquisitely 
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ihe miniature 
carved. 

The ceilings both of the portico and munduf ’ are elaborately beautiful 
that of. the portico of one single block, could hardly be surpassed. The 
engraving falls short of tho drawing of tho ingenious Ghassi, ray .native 
artist, who again is but a humble imitator of the original. Of the c xterior 
I shall not attempt further description : it is a grand, a wonderful effort of the 
silpi (architect) one series rising above and surpassing the other, from the 
base to the uitu which surmounts the pinnacle. 

The sanctum contains the symbol of god, whose local appellation is Rori 
"Bcirollit a corruption, of B al-rori, from the circumstance of Balnath, the sun- 
go!, being here typified by an orbicular stoue termed ror i, formed by attri¬ 
tion in the c hoolis or whirlpools of the Chumbul, near which the temple 
stands, and to which phenomena it probably owed its foundation. This 
symbolic rori is. not fixed, but lies in a groove in the internal ring of the 
Yonirand so nicely is it ppised, that with a very moderate impulse it will 
continue revolving while the votary recites a tolerable long hymn to the 
object of his adoration. The old ascetic, who had long been one of the 
zealots of Barolli, amongst his other wonders gravely told me, that with tho 
momentum given by his little linger, in former days, he could make it keep 
on its course much longer than now with the application of all his 
strength. 

Seme honest son of commerce thought it but right that the mindra 
(cella) of Bal-rori should be graced by a Farbutty, and he had one made and 
placed there. But it appeared to have offended the god, and matters soon 
after went wrong with the Banya: first his wife died, then his som and at 
length ho became dewali , or ‘bankurptd In truth he dese?Ve<i punishment 
lor his caricature of tho 'mountain-born’ Mera, who more resembles a Dutch 
buvgomestre than the fair daughter of Syell. 

i routing the temple of Bal-rori, and apart from it about twenty yards, 
is another superb edifice, called the S engar-chacri, or nuptial ha!!.* it's a 
aquare {maori) of forty feet, supported by a double range of columns on each 
face, the intei columniations being quite open ; and although these columns 
want, the c egant proportions of the larger temple, they are covered with 
exquisite sculpture, as well as the ceilings. In the centre of the hall io an 
open space about twelve feet square ; and here, according to tradition, the 
nupuals of luija Boon with the fair daughter of a Rajpoot prince, uf whom 
ho had long been enamoured, were celebrated • to commemorate which event, 
those magnificent structures were raised: but more of this Hun anon. Tht 
external roo p)r sd;r 9 as the Hindu silpi terms the various roofs which cover 
Mien temp.es) is the frustrum of a pyramid, and singular specimen of arch- 
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each 
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tfectura. skid, each stone being a miniature temptlc 

ally decreasing m size to the or ball, and so 

other, that there has been no room for vegetation to 
acquentiy they have sustained no injury from time. 

Midway between the nuptial hall and the mail 

altoi, on w icb the bull, ^aiid-isivav, still kneels before the symbolic re 


am 


temple, (here is a low 


* This is not thoJJter*! i„te- vr ; : ft «ou; oetthe purpose for wluch it 
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Static?.*! of its sovereign lord, In war. Bat sadly dishonoured ^ inis ‘Vrre^ 
^Srofthe sun-god, whose flowing tail is broken, and of whose head but ft 
fragment remains, though his necklace of alternate skulls and bells proclaims 

him the charger of Siva. 7 . ,« t • r ,1 

Around the temple of the ‘great-god (llaha deva) are the shrine, of the 
dii minora, of whom Danes*, the god of wisdom takes precedence. The 
-hrino of this janitor of Siva is properly placed to the north equ-distant 
from the nuptial ball and the chief temple. But the form of wisdom was 
not spared by the Tatar ieonoclast. Hi- smA tooth, on which the poet 
Gii'uid is so lavish of encomium, is broken oft, his limbs tuc dissevered, and 
he lies pro-tratc on his back at tho base of his pedestal, grasping, even in 
death, with his right hand, the ladoos, or sweetmeat-balls ho received at the 

nuptnl^feast.^ diahonoured fragmcn (s 0 f Ganesa, and on the point of '"ring 

his equilibrium is the divine Nareda, thie protector of^iarbuttv, and the 
rv kl * nf TTindu tnvtholo^v In hia hands he yet holds the lyi 3 

itf tr-iii szrz 

form .»«, having » s.o.pl. »™h««v«, :,d a. o< th m n 

» awiav for y» i toL«ph««.» 

Somoh'iog Lb 'woo worked «to. JWV* “““SIVLS.U 

jtei* ttasris ■ s£« t* -<*■* 

fragments. m f p • xr oon to visit the fountain (coord) of 

overt* fine turf plot, reaelK- full to the brim, and the surface 

water (leading to which ai>_ • p ^ o centre of ;ho fount ’in v ' 1 

Scssjksk l .. ^ 

whole is continuous for ,y and t isi£ of wbich i entered, little 

Smaller shrines surrounded the uoond, ^ whioh w aited me. 

c> pectin::' ih a comparatively hum > •- “ containin'* a detached piece ><•: 

The temple was a simple, unadorned ball, contain i , m a 

sculpture-; representing Caravan floating on t^cha* fcm ,. d 0 f the 
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T^xterreafcrifil to be classical, with a conch-sheii and oth$r marine emblems 
near him. The bick-grouud to this couch rises about two to ct above the reclin- 
ing figure, and is divided horizontally into two compartments, the loner 
contaning a group of six chimerical monsters, each nearly a foot &i height, in 
mutual combat, and in perfect relief. Above is a smaller series, depicting the 
Avatars, or incarnations of the divinity. On the left, fyrrma, the tortoise, 
having quitted his shell, o;f which he makes a pedestal, denotes the termina¬ 
tion ol the catastrophe. Another marine monster, half boar (' Varahu ), half- 
fisli, appears recovering the l y oni % the symbol of production, from the all¬ 
uvion, by hi3 tusk. Next to him is Narsmga, tearing in pieces a tyrannical 
king, with other allegorical mysteries having no relation to the ten incarna¬ 
tions, but being a mythology quite distinct, and which none of tho \v r ell in 
I'Tiuod men around me coaid interpret : a certain proof of its an 
tiquity. 

.Lhc position of Narayan was that of repose, one hand supporting 
his head, under which lay the gada ) or mace, while in another he held the 
conch-shell, which when the god assumed tho terrestrial lorm and led the 
. , l hosts to b ittle, was celebrated as Pekskinaverta, from having its spued 
involutions reversed, or to the right (dek^hin a The fourth arm was brof on 
ofi, us were his nether limbs to near the knee. From the nab or naf (nave), ttio 
umbilical cord ascended, terminating in a lotus, whose expanded flower Sv . ed 
as a seat- for Bramha, the personification of the mind or spirit ‘‘moving On be 
waters (Ifa ray ana) of chaos. The beneficent and beautiful JLacshmi, whom 
a;l adore, whether as Annapurna (the giver of food), ot in her loss amiab’o 
oh arc e ter as the corsort of the Inindti Plutus, seems to have excited a double 
portion of the zcalotT ire, who have not only visited her face too rough! v, but 
entirely destroyed the emblems of nourishment for her universal piOL;eny. F 
would be impossible to dwell upon the minuter ornam-mts, which, both for 
design and execution, may be pronounced unrivalled in India. Tho highly 
imaginative mind of the artist is apparent thoughout •, he has given a repose 
to the sleeping deity, which contrasts admirably with the writhing of the 
Serpent upon which he lies, whose folds, more especially under tue nock* 
appear almost real; a deception aided by the porphyritic of the tone.- 
rom the accompaniments of mermaids, conch-shell jea-horses &c<, we may 
conclude that more elegant mythology than that mw subsisting .baa been 
Jo3t with the art of sculpture* The whole is carved out of a siuglc block of 
the qua tz lock, which has a lustre and polish equal to marble, and is of *\t 
greater durability. 

Jhe length of this marine couch (seja) is nearly eight feet, its breadth 
two, ami its height somewhat more than three : the figure, from the top h 
his richly wrought titra, b dug four feet. I felt a strong iuo nation to disturb 
tin? slumbers of Nariyana and transport him to another oHmc : in this there 
would be no sacrilege, for in bis prosefio mutilated state, he is looked upon 
(except as a speoim ^n of art) as no better lhan a stone* 

:\ round tho coend the ground is covered with fragment? of shrine# 
erected fro the inferior divinities. On ope piece, which must haw belonged 
to a ro d, were sculptured two busts uf a mab and a female, 
beautiful, The head dress of the male was a helmet, c 

bound with a simp!? and elegant fillet : in short, it would require th# 




Unexceptional < 
U reman in rh 


’3 


Ml HtSTfiy 



PERSONAL NARRA'TiAE. 


<SL 


of several arti-ts for six months to do any thing like justice to the 
wonders of Baro'.li. 

There is no chronicle bo tell us for whom or by whom this temple was 
constructed. The legends are unintelligible ; for although Raja Hoon is the 
hero of this region, it iS no easy task to account for his connexion with the 
mythology. It we, however, connect this apparently wild tradition with 
what in aired ay said regarding his ruling at Bbynsror and moreover with 
what have been roc .rded in the first part of this work, when Ungutsi, lord ot 
the Hoons,’ was ro oiled amongst the eighty-four subordinate princes who de¬ 
fended Cheetore against the first attempt of the Islamite, m the eightu cen¬ 
tury, the mystery ceases. The name of Hoon is one of frequent occurrence 
in ancient traditions, and the early inscription at Monghir has already been 
mentioned, a likewise the still more important admission of this being one 
of the thirty six royal tribes of Rajpoots : and as, in the Cheetore chronicle 


th.-v five actually assigned as the proper name of the Hoon prince that 
n;i . : which designates, according to their historian Deguignes, the gran 
horde, wo can scarcely refuse our belief that “there were Huns in India m 
those days. But although Raja Hoon may have patronized the^arts we can 
hardly imagine he could have furnished any ideas to the artists 
events have not produced a single. Tatar feature to attest their 1 ule in this 
S";,I "t » f» more probebl?, if .wr Grecian artiste v B ,ted the* WO"-, 
that they worked upon Indian designs—an hypothesis y - h : } ™ J _ . 
further supported, History informs us of the Grecian auxiliary - } 

Selcucus 3 to \he( Puar) monarch of Oojein (Ozene), whose descendants cor¬ 
responded with Augustus ■ and I have before suggested the possibi ijo 
, „^ p lo of Ko.t Imair, which is altogether dissimilar to any remains of Hindu 

ur beinv attributable to the same people. . . 

\y" ' ’or d two inscriptions, as well as the names of many visitors 

inscrib-u o.» tt payment and walls of the portico, bearing dateijmjijJ 
e „b uuiidn d years ago; one was “the son of Jalunsi, from pkftwulnagr ». 
..not , Which u in the ornamental Nmjni t i of the Jains is dated i 


nf 


he month sacred to Mars), ». 981, or A. D. 92o. Unfortunately 
. . an v live docas in praise of Sides war, or Mahadeo, as the patron of the 

, .,<5 .To'ds Part of a name remains ; and although my old Guru wi •> 

venture t" give a translation without his sybelline volume, the I if™™*’ 
,ch .Vi. : ft at Oodipoor, there is yet sufficient to prove it t o bei merely 
». ; . -ody of a Pundit, visiting Rod Barolli, in praise ofgfeat g * 

„1 rf the "site* More time and investigation than I could f 1 & 

jj »»“»'™“ u Vrir t -sri'am”, r* 

obtain a dare for this Augustan age of India. At the ... , 

evident that the whole was not accomplished within one m s 
(en.-e, not could the cost be defrayed by one years revenue 

RlJP tS l ,:; v -uld before we quit this spot, that there are two piles of stone 

h > e vadr ingle of the main temple! raised over the defunct, pmste o 
a tlS whether Gos ns, Sanyasb, or Dadoopaatis, always bury the. 

is in the tract named Punchali, or the flat 


"n i ni.itl and bhc pass, oontaning twenty-fou r villa ges 
«• Tliis is”(lopoMWil in the mnseniu of the Royal Asiatic flociotjr. 
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■or, laying about three miles west, and highly improving the scene, 
would otherwise be one of perfect solitude. According to the local 
tradition of some of the wild tribes, its more ancient name was Bhadravati, 
the seat of the IToon; and the traces of the old city in extensive mounds 
and ruins are still beheld around the more modern Bhynsror. Tradition 
adds, that the Chirmitti (the classic name of the Chumbul) had not then 
ploughed itself a channel in this adamantine bed ; but nine centuries could 
not have eSected this operation, although it is not far from the period when 
Ungutsi, the Hoon, served the Rana of Ch.eetore. 


CHAPTER XII. 

Ifie choolis, or whirlpools of the Chumbul.—Grandeur of the scene .—1 'escrip- 
tioii of the falls and rocks of the Chumbul in this part*—The remarkable 
narrowness of its bed.-The roris, or stones found in the whirlpools. 
Visit to Ganga-bhcva.—Its magnificicnt temple and shrin : .—T !>•> 
details oj their architecture.—The main temple more modem Gan ih 
shrines around it.—Dilapidation of these fine specimens of art. f elt 
of vegetation.—The gigantic amervela.— Naoli. —Takuji u-coovg *4 
fountain of the snake-king.—Fragments of Sculptin\.- soL am 
J^swurd Rao llolcar.—Holcads horse.—His ebpha . -B haupunh 
Tranquillity and prosperity of these parts.—Gurro —traces of king 
Satul Patul, of the era of the Paridus.—Agates and cornelians,—The 
co.vee of Dhoomnor. Description oj the caves and temples .— Explanation 
of the figures. .Tain symbols on one siclc of the caves f Drain uin on the 
other. 6taiucs of the J utn pontiffs.—Bheeni s bazaar. 

December ord. Having halted several days at Barollji to admire the 
works ot man. ■ marched to contemplate the still more stupendous opera¬ 
tions of nis/ure-*—the choolis , or ‘ whirlpools,’ of the Chumbul. For three 
mih s we bad ■> he\y a } ath through the forest for our camels and horses; at 
the end ot whioo toe sound ot many waters gradually increased, until wte 
8f ood on the blea.e edge ot the river’s looky bed. Our little camp v as 
pitched upon an elevated spot, commanding a view over one of tho mu-jo 
strikng objects f nature—a scene bold beyond the power of di-seiipliun. 
Behind us was a deep wood : in front, the abrupt precipices of the B ihar; 
to the left, the j'ivor expanded into a 1 rd of ample dimensions, friug with 
trees, and a little onward to the ri. ; ut, (he majestic and mighty Uhir .no 
of th sixteen sacred rivers of India, shrunk into such a narrow cm.ip.issp 
that oven man might bestride i.. From the tent, nothing sermrd to distvnb 
the uaruilhu surface of the lake, until we approached the point ot uutUt, 
ned bchelu the deep bed the river has ex cava Led in the rook. This i^ tho 
commencement of tho fa!;s. Proceeding along the margin, one rapid suce» rda 
another,the gulf increasing in width, and the noise b -aomini: more i■ nilio, an- 
till you arrive at a sp- 1 whore stream is spli into four distinct c' >ml and 
a little far the i , on l-^.ded rock appears high over wlr. h the w! - - ned spuny 
ascends; the sun beams playing on it. Here the .•^par ted chanur- each 
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aling in 5 cascade, fall into an ample basin and again unite thfir 
Wafers, boiling around the masses of black rock, which ever and anon peeps 
put and contrasts with the foaming surge rising from the whirlpools ( chooli *) 
beneath. From this huge cauldron, the waters anain divide into two bran¬ 
ches, encircling and isolating the rock, on whose northern face they re-unite, 
and form another fine fall. 



A tree is laid across the chasm, by the aid of which the adventurous may 
attain the summit of the rock, which is quite flat, and is called “the table of 
the Thakoor of Bhyn ror,’’ who often, in the summer, holds his gote or feast 
there, and a fitter spot for such an entertainment can scarcely be imagined. 
Here,' soothed by the murmur of foaming waters, the eye dwelling on a 
variety of picturesque objects, seen thiough the prismatic hues of the spray- 
clouds, the baron of Bhynsror and his little court^ may sip their amnt , 
fancying it, alj the while, taken from the churning of the little ocean 

fceneath them. . , , ., 

On issuing from the choolis, the river continue its course through its 
rocky bed, which gradually diminishes to about fifteen feet, and with greatly 
increased velocity, until, meeting a softer soil, under Bhynsror, it would float 
a man-of-war. The distance from the lake first described to this rock is about 
n mde, and the differ* nev of elevation, under two hundred feet ; the mam 
cascade being about sixty fret fall. It is a curious fact that, after a course 
of three hundred mil* s, the bed of a nighty river like this should be no more 
than about three yards broad. The whirlpools are huge perpendicular ca- 
voms, thirty and forty feet in depth, between some of which there is a com' 
jnunicatidn underground ; the orbicular stones, termed roris, are often forced 
up in the agitation of these natural cauldrons; one of them represents the 
object of worship at Bal-rori. For many miles down the stream, toward* 
fvotah the rock is everywhere pierced by incipient choolis, or whir ' 
pools, which, according to their size and force, are always filled with these 
rounded stones. 

From hence th« Ohumbul pursues its course through the plateau (some - 
tune six hundred feet high' to Kofcih. Her^ nature is in her grandest attire’ 
The scene, though wild and rugged, is sublime ; and Were I offered an estft^ 
in Mewnr, I won I ! choose Bhynsror. and should be delighted to hoi' 
mv y Ip enveloped \r the mists which rise from the whirlpools of tbo 
ghum^ul. . , , 

iHc.tnOv' 47*.—The carpenters have been at work for some days hew mg; 
■jj for us to pass to Ganga- bheva, another famed retreat in this Wild anM 
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jyfjutterly deserted abode. We commenced our march through a forest, 
le dog-star nearly south; the liver dimly seen on our rio-ht. On our left- 
were the remains of a ruined eircmnvallation, which is termed K ina-Kote : 
probably a rumna, or preserve. At daybreak we arrived at the hamlet of 
Jvheyrh; and here, our course changing abruptly to the south-east wo loft 
the river, and continued our journey through rocks and thickets, until a dec,, 
grove of lofty tices, enclosed by a dilapidated wall, shewed that we had 
reached the object of our search, Ganga-btmva. 

What a scone burst upon us, as we cleared the ruined wall and forced 
our way over the mouldering fragments of ancient grandeur! Gauoa-bheva 
or the circle of Gauge,’ appears to have been •b emd as a retwws lor tin’ 
votaries of Mahadeva, from its being a little oasis in this rock-bom 1 val'e , - 
for its site was a fine turf, kept in perpetual verduro by springs. 

Tho chief object is the temple, dedicated to the creative r ower; it stands 
in the centre of a quadrangle of smaller shrines, which have more the a m.-ar- 
ance of being the cenotaphs of some ancient dynasty than domiciles for mGri- 
or divinities. Ihe contrast bctwi. n the architecture of the principal temple 
and that of the shrines which surround it, is remarkable. The body of the 
chief temple has been destroyed, and with its wrecks a simple ineh'mnt 
vnndra has been raised; nor is there aught of the primitive structure extent 
tho portico (which is introduced in the plate), remaining. Its columns i',w 
lluted and the entablature (part of which lies prostrate and reversed) 11 exhi¬ 
bits a profusion of rich sculpture. In front of the temple is a circular 
oasin, always overflowing, and whence the term bhevo or bhco, ‘a circle ’ added 
to tho name of the spring, which is feigned to be an emanation of ’(ianoa. 
-ine surface ot its waters is covered with the flower sacred to the goddess 

tnat particular lotus termed camodhuu, which mav bo rendered ‘the riches 
ot love. 


The chief temple evinces the same skill and taste as the structures of 
7,™’ and fc he embellishments are similiar. We here recognize the gimmes 
ot Mahadeva and Parbutty, with the griffins {gras), the N .guni half-serpent 
nait female, &o., though nob in so finished a style as at Barolli. Whatever 
Do the age of this temple (and we found on the pavement the name of a 
aiy with the date 1011, or A.D. 95o), ifc i<* many centuries more r.-eent 
unan those which surround it, in whose massive simplicity wc have a fine 
specimen of the primitive architecture of the Hindu-.. Even of these we 
|'' a ' :e varieties. That of which we present a drawing, shews in its 
Muted columns, a more ambitious, though not a better taste, than fche 
p Gnie r supporters of the pyramidal roofs, which cover all tho ancient temples 
, ba) siva. Five of these small shrines filled up each lace of the quadvan- 
£ le ' out with the exception of those on the east side, all are in ruins. The 
doom of those which possess an enclosed sanctum , face inwards towards tho 
larger shrine: and each has a simple low altar-, on which are ranged the 
attendant divinities of Mahadeva. The sculpture of all these i o ,ch 
,atcr date than the specimens at Barolli, and of inferior ex-muiiou, thoui-h far 
superior to any thing that the Hindu souiptor of modern days ran : bn- we 
lhe y way possibly be of tho date found insow'be-d (tho ‘tenth e nturv)* 


f.« fh . i ' e< l ui - ,| fce to view this l'ra^meut in a ravoihed i-nsit-bo to the irwonded wEtjrk 
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to which no good Hindu sculpture is to bo found. As r ^ spot 
now utterly deserted, and the tiger and wild boar are the only inhaoxtants 
that visit the groves of Ganga bheva, I shall be guilty of no sacrilege in re¬ 
moving a few of these specimens of early art. ! .. , 

Nature has co-operatcd with the ruthless Toork in destroying the oldest 
specimens of the art. Wherever there is a chink or crevice, vegetation Uxe3 
itself. Of this we had a fine specimen in a gigantic but now moulderin| 
no which had implanted itself in the „mvduj of the principal-temple, and 
rent it to its foundation. On examining its immense roots, large slabs were 
actually encased with the wood, the bark of which nearly covers a whole 
regiment of petty gods. This fact alone attests the longevity of this species 
of'tree, which is said to live a thousand years. The fountain temple has, in 
a similar way, been levelled by another of these koroo. trees, the branches ot 
which had Gradually pressed in and overwhelmed it. aeixcjar-chaon, or 
nuptial hall, is also nearly unroofed; and although the portico nittf yet survive 
for ages, timo is rapidly consuming the rest. _ . 

I should have sai l that there are two distinct enclosures, an mtermi 
and exterior, and it is the first which is crowded with the noblest '‘fees, every 
where clustered by the amerveia, ‘the garland of eternity,’ sacred to Mana- 
deva, which shades the shriue, orverhanging it in festoons, This is tne gw 


deva, which shades the snrme, orveniangiug w hndv 

of too parasitic tribe, its main stem being as thick near the root as my -o ^ 
I counted sixty joints, each apparently dcncling a year 3 Sf ^;^ et the Ut u 
way up the tree on which it climbed. That highly scented ^ 


wav t«p the tree On which it climoea. mat , n 

grew in gr at profusion near the coode and a bevy of monkeys \\ g , 
._ .i. f.ho cm. The more remote encio 


uig about them, the sole inhabitants ot the gro . The more remote 
pure contained many altars, sacred to the manes of the faithful ^ B 
became satis fi r the salvation of their lords. On some of these olta 
three and four pootii s, or images, denoting the number of devotee.. • 

require a month’s halt and a company of pioneers to turn over these ru , 
and then we might not bo rewarded for our pains. We have. thereto! 
work to clear a path, that wc may emerge from those wilds. 

Ifaoii, December 5th, twelve miles.—The road runs through one contl il U ,f 
forest which would have been utterly impassible but for the hatchet. 
wav is the boundary between I Bhynsror and Bhanpura, also an ancient ap 
pan age of Mewar, but now belonging to Holcar. Naoh is a comfort. )- 
village, having the remains of a fort to the westward. .■ nf i.v,- 

Tn the evening I went to visit Takaji-ca coond, or fountain , 
snake king.’ ft is Tout two miles east of Naoli ; the road through ajj > • 
over the fiat highland or Pathar, presents no indication of the object o 
search, until you suddenly find yourself on the brink of a precipice nea.ly 
dred fc T in d- pth, crowded with noble trees, on which the knotteu . 


tun 


- aglip conspicuous. The descent to this glen was over misses of r r 
and about half-way down, on a small platform, are two shn-ms ^ 
containing the statue of 'Edkthae the snake-king; the other ofPAana^W 
-oduced at the ‘churning of the ocean.’ The 

■ * ' hunareti y^: 


in mg 
physician, 
jbuatain, 
in cinuimli 


sum-hernextremity of the abyss, is about tw- hundred y«?£ 
.»nd termed athau, or ‘unfathomable,’ according trrmW . 


Of 


friitmten 


; da fctt 1 


tho stvlti of these specimen' fcho ^ntica a 
in the museum of the H r >yal Asiatic Society, xheee mar 
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wo may jftdge from its dark sea-green lustre it must be of considerable 
ipfch. It is filled by a cascade of fuli one hundred feet perpendicular 
height, under which is a stone-seat, sacred to the genius of the spot. At 
the west side issues a rivulet, called the TakAai/i,or serpentine, which, after 
pursuing a winding course for many miles, some hundred feet below the 
surface of the Pathar, washes the eastern face of Kinglazgurh, and ultimate¬ 
ly joins the Am jar. Ghassi, my native artist, is busy with the effigy of the 
snake-king, and Dhunantra, the Vedya. From the summit of the plateau 
we had a view of the castle of Hinglaz, celebrated in Lord Lake’s war with 
the slahrattas, and which was taken by Captaiu Hutchinson with a few 
men of the Bengal artillery. 

B hanpura, December Sth, eight miles.—This was a delightful inarch, 
presenting pictures at every step. Two miles, through jungle, brought us to 
ti brupt crest of the Pathar. For some distance the route was over a neck 
or chine , with' deep perpendicular dells on each side, which at its extremity, 
the point of descent, termed the ghat or pass, became a valley, gradually ex¬ 
panding until we reached Bhanpura. At the ghat are the remains of a very 
ancient fortress, named Indorgurh, which must have beon one of the strong¬ 
holds of this region long anterior to the Chanderawut feudatories of Mowar, 
Some fragments of sculpture indicate the presence of the artist of B irolli $ 
but all search for inscriptions was fruitless. From hence we saw the well- 
defined skirts of the plateau stretching westward by Rampura io the Lass- 
aughat, Tarrapoor, and Jawud, the point of our ascent Inst year. 

It was pleasing, after a week’s incarceration amidst these ruins and 
scenes of nacural grandeur, where European foot had never trod, to soe 
verdant fields and inhabitants of the plains ; such alternations make each 
oc ightful in its turn. We had been satiated with the interminable flats 
un varying corn-fields of Harouti, and it was a relief to quit that tame 
r anquillity for the whirlpools of the Chumbul, the coonds of danga, and the 
snake-king in the regions of the inaccessible Doorga. 

As wc approached Bhanpura, we crossed u small rivulet, called the 
I'ewa, coming from the glen of the pass; near which is the mausoleum of 
* eswunfc Rao Holear, adjoining the scene of his greatest glory, when he drove 
-khgliah army from his territory. The architecture is worthy of the 
arbarian Mahr.ifcta ; it is a vaulted building, erceted upon a terrace, alJ of 
^• W l l s ^ one: its only merit is its solidity. There is a statue of this intrepid 
chieftain' of the natural size, in the usual ungraceful sitting posture, with 
^13 little turban; but it gives but a mean idea of the man who made terms 
with Lake at the altar3 of Alexander. It is enclosed by a miniature and 
rc-gul.arly-built fortress, with bastions, the interior of which are hollow and 
co onnaded, serving as a dherms'lla , or place of halt far pilgrims or travellers; 
an the terrace are a few reklas, or swivels. On the right of the temple 
°°- reCQ i yo the effigy of Jeswunt, is a smaller cenotaph to the m<mio- 
castellaNd iSte \ W ^° Portly a ^ er him. The gateway loading into this 
r : ^ .r Y 10 mb has apartments at top, and at the ent rance is a handsome 
inc/nn called k alL or ‘death.’ There is a temporary build- 

xi ^ i r gate way, where prayers arc recited all day long for 

V , ^ )e ^ )Te a n altar on which were placed twenty-four dcwa’$ f 

' * f i u L-' W y K n V Un 8‘ A figure dressed in white was on the altar: immo- 
piately behind which, painted on the wall, was Jeswunt kimsolf, and as in the 
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of Holcar, whom he bore in many n de<per.ito strife. The noble animal 
seemed to possess nil his master’s aversion to a Frengi, and when, having 
requested his body clothes to be removed, I went up to examine him, he at 
first backed his ears and shewed fight; but at last permitted me to rub his 
fine forehead. Mowah is a chesnut of the famed Beemrathali breed} like bis 
raaater, a genuine native of Maharashtra, he exhibits the frame-work of a 
perfect horse, though under 14.3.; his foro-legs shew what ho has gone 
through. His head is a model, exhibiting the highest quality of blood: ears 
small and pointed, eye full and protruding, and a mouth that could drink 
out of a ea-cup. He is in very good condition ; bur I put in my urzee that 
they would provide more ample and sweeter bedding, which was readily 
promised. The favourite elephant is a pensioner as well as Mowah. Even in 
these simple incidents, we see that the mind is influenced by sitailiar asso¬ 
ciations all over the world. # . 

Bhanpura is atowu of five thousand houses surrounded by a wall m gooo 
order} the inhabitants apparently well contented with the mild administra¬ 
tion of Tanfcia Jogh, the present Dewan of Holcar’s court; but they are d. 
alive to the conviction that this tranquility is due to the supervising p ovvc * 

' alone. I was greatly gratified by a visit from the respectable community or 
Bhanpura merchants, bankers and artisans, headed by the Hakim in person 
nor could the inhabitants of my own country, Mewar, evince more »un anu 
courteous feeling. In fact, they have not forgotten the old tie j that the Kao 
of Bhanpura, though now howling but a small portion of bis inheritance, 
was one of the chief nobles of,Mewar, and even still receives the Mac ot 
accession for Amud from the bands of his ancient Jord, though nearly a 
century has elapsed since Ilolcar became his sovereign de facto but associ 
auions here are ail-powerful. 

Gnrrotc , December 7th ; distance thirteen miles ; direction S.S.E.—it 
was delightful to range over the expansive plains of Malwa, and n0 J t0 D ® 
reminded at every stop by the exclamation thoknrV of the attendant, that 
..hero was some stony impediment ready to trip one up, the moment- 9 
vision w is rmsed above the earth. A singular contrast was presented be¬ 
tween the moral aspect of these plains and of Harouti. Here though the 
scar of nrcneJuai war sti I visible in sterile fields, we observe comfort disp > 
e/l in the huts and m the ersons of the peasantry ; there, amidst a 
gifts of Annapurna die miserable condition of the ryot provokes on 

a«k, “when- 'tbiwh-^rence %" The reason ^ elsewhere explained. 

Gurroteis thriving town of twelve hundred houses, the chief 
Wflor subdivision of Ratopura, whence a deputy hakim is seinti » . 

dent manager. It is walled in : but the inhabitants seemed to feel t ej ■ 
now a better " _ ***>** tw* whiner anticiue; but 

with its old east 

and fragments strewed in every direction Tradition ia almost mu-, 

I could learn was that it was the abode of a king, called batul-I atu 
tbe v carried back to the era of the Pandus. 
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was much surprised to find the plain strewed with, agates and corue- 
s, of every variety of tint and shape, both veined and plain, semi-trans- 
paient and opaque, many stalactitii, in. various degrees of hardness, .till eon- 
tailing the fibre of grass or root, serving as a mioloiis for the coimrotion 
i herc are no bills to account for these products in the black loa n of the 
plains, unless the Chumbul should .have burst his bed and .inundate i them 
JSor are their any tallies which could have carried them down, or , ,.v 
appearance of calcareous deposit in the soil, which, when penetrated to r.„v 
depth, was found to rest upon blue slate. 

Caves 0 / Dhoomnar, December 8th- direction south 10° west • distance 
twelve miles.—i he country reminded us of Me war, having the sanm agree- 
able undulations ot surface and a rich soil, which was strewed throughout 
as jesterday, with agates. As we approached the object of onr search the 
caves of Dhoomnar, we crossed a rocky .ridge covered with the dha k jungle 
through which we travelled until we arrived at the mount. Wo (bum! our 
camp pitched at the northern base, near a fine tank of water: but our cun 
<mty was too great to think of breakfast untill the mental appetite satiated. 

la 11 ffi' 1 , ween two an( l three miles in circumference: to the north it 
is bluff, of gradual ascent, and about one hundred and forty feet in Ivi d,t (lie 
summit presenting a bold perpendicular scrap, about thirty feet high. The 
op is afe, and covered with burr trees. On the south side it has °r ! :e form 
of a horse-shoe, or irregular crescent, the horns of which are turned to ;ho 
south, having same bold natural ramparts running round its crest. pierced 
ffcrt W ‘ th fves, of which I counted one hundred and sevjnty I 
extensive th hlh-f y r that j^f 0 WGr ° . mer6l J’ tl,Q entrance to the temples and 

bn b ,, b ! i theSe ancie,lt Tr °g lod y^ Thfi rock is a cellUlm- 

lionclaj, so indurated and compact as to take a polish. There are traces of 
we en’ as Wel1 as . lnte . riial , but whether they were cotemporaneoua 

J e V fK* U ? Tn eC Ure ' H W ° J u,i g G the remains of a wall about , in, 
S5.J a ’ ° °/° l0pean . formatlo,1 > bein S imposed of large oblong mas-, 
.Without cement we might incline to that opinion, and suppose that th* 
onnfS were for the monastic inhabitants, did they not afford pVoof to the 
contrary in their extent and appropriation. 

On reaching the sourp, we wound round its base until we arrived at 
te a f hr r gh ifc f, r fc °P to boUo,n > which proved to b: the France 

LrmSri ry ° f ab ° Ut T him,ir<d ? arfls in ll nearly four in bread™, 

quadrangular court, measuring about one hundred f.. f by 

cavitv^S ab H° 0t five , ft ' et '’ n height, in-short, an immense pm re 

o?J of’n h 0Ut of tbe rock > 1,1 ,he centre of which, out in like maimer 

OhatLr w 81 “ S G °- { stone ’ 18 ,Le teui P ie of t,le four-armed divinity, 
north1 r 3 ', ^ hldlVe of this ^ ller y. ^ere » a staircase cut in the 
mit of the ro S G h ? ex 1 cavat L l0n » 1 W ^hich there is an ascent to the sum 
Sen%wiCi°r ate -f lWlth ^ i8th0 Piunaclcef ,ho tempi, . An- 
Sinf any soil, some of the finest trees lever saw. chiefly the 
eacua peepnl, burr, and tamarind, are to be found here. 

mundu/rirporticoto ^ u8ual form, having a mmim, 

there is simplicity as’ulll aSidiT- . l "' m f ul d-da is given, and . 

eolumns, entablatures, with a ^ *£* ln P tho desl, f" ‘“' <l oxeoution. The 
details • and there ar * s *l ov? . of ornament, are distinct in their 

cans, auu tneie art many statues, besides flowers, not in bad taste ca- 
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jMty fehe carved ceilings* It would be regarded as a curiosity if fimn- ~,_ 
»-p1a in, and put together in the ordinary manner ; but when it is considered 
that all is from one block, and that the material is so little calculated to dis¬ 
play the artist's skill, the work is stupendous. 

Vishnu, who is hero adored as the “four-armed,” was placed upon an 
altar, clad in robes of his favourite colour ( pandu , or yellow ochre), whence 
one of his titles, Pandurany • The principal shrine is surrounded by the 
inferior divinities in the following order: First, on entering are the Poleas 
or ‘Porters;’ Ganesa is upon the right, close to whom is Sarasvati, ‘Jjwhoso 
throno is on the tongueand on the left are the twinsons of Kali, the 
Bhiroos, distinguished as Kala (black), and Gora (fair); a little in advance of 
these is a shrine containing five of the ten Mahabedas , or ministering agents 
of Kali, each known by his symbol, or vahan, as the bull, man, elephant, 
buffalo, and peacock. The Mahabedias are all evil genii, invoked in jup, or 
incantations against an enemy, and phylacteries,containing formulas address¬ 
ed to them, are bound round the arms of warriors in battle. 

At the back of the chief fcemplo are three shrines ; the central one con¬ 
tains a statue of Narayana, upon his hydra-couch, with Lacshuii at his feet. 
Two Dytes, or evil spirits, appear in conflict close to her; and a second figure 
represents her in a running posture, looking back, in great alarm, at tho 
combatants. .Smaller figures about Narayana represent the heavenly cnoris- 
ters administering to his repose, playing on various instruments, the moorau, 
or flute, the vina, or lyre, the muyoora , or tabor, aud the mudhung and that,, 
or cymbals, at the sound of which a 8erpeufc appears, rearing his crest \nM 
delight. The minor temples, like the larger one, are also hewn out ottne 
rock ; but the statues they contain aro from the quartz rock of the iathar, 
end they, therefore, appear incongruous with the other parts. In fact, trom 
aa emblem of Mahadeva, which rises out of the threshold, and upon which 
the "four-armed” Vishnu looks down, I infer that these temples were origin¬ 
ally dedicated to the creative powor. _ . 

Wf proceeded by the stops, cut laterally in the rock, to the south si Jo, 
where wo' enjoyed, through the opening, an unlimited range of vision over 
the plains beyond the Ohurabul, even to Mundisore and Sondwarra. De¬ 
scending some rude steps, and turning to tho left, we entered a cavern, the 
roof of which was supported by one of those singularly-shaped columns, 
named after the sacred mounts ol the Jains j and here it is necessary to 
mention a curious fact, that while every thing on one side is Budhist or Jam , 
on the other all is Sivite or Vishnuvi. At the entrance to the cave ad J o: 1 , 
jug this are various colossal figures, standing or sitting, too characteristic m 
the Dudhistf or Jains to bo mistaken; but on this, the south side, ev y 
this is ascribed to the Band us, and a recumbent figure, ten feet ru long* 
W! t.h his hand under his head, as if asleep, is termed “ the son of Bheein, • 
a - the local tradition goes, ‘'only one hour old a circumstance which cai ^ 
forth from my conductor, who gravely swallowed the tale, the exclamation-"^ 
>< Yv' at would he have been if riok makina net baluc, 'a nine moni s ° lu ‘ \ 
The chief group is called the Five l and us, who, according 
up their abode here during their exile from the Jumna ; an< 
are performing menial offices to tho heroes. 

Fortunately, I had my Jain Guru with me, who gave 
notions of these groups than the local clocnong- All these -W 1 


to tradition, 

! tho other Hg' jvea 


correct 
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presentations of the deified pontiffs of the Jain3, and the group.of five are 
most celebrated of the twenty-four, and distinctively called the Punch' 
te&ruti, viz. Rishubdeva, the first; Suntnath, the sixteenth; Nemnath, the 
twenty'second ; Parswanath, the twenty-third and Mahayira, the twenty- 
fourth. Each has his sacred mount, or place of pilgrimage ( teerut ), and each 
is recognized by his symbol, viz . the bull, black antelope, conch-shell, hooded 
serpent, the tiger; and it is quifco sufficient to find one of these symbols upon 
the plinth to ascertain the particular pontiff to which it belongs. Thera was 
ftlso. in a sitting posture, Chandra Prebhoo, known by his sign, the crescent. 
All the figures are from ten to eleven feet high. That in a recumbent posi¬ 
tion, my friend said was one of the pontiffs, about to “shuffle off this mortal 
coil,” preparatory to apotheosis. “When such an event took place, tho 
throne of Indra shook, and he sent a deputation to convey the deceased 
through the Kheer S amudra (sea of curds), to the great temple of deification, 
whither the whole heavenly host advanced to conduct him.” 

Next to, and communicating by a passage with, this hall of tho Jain 
pontiffs, is the most extensive excavation of Dhoomnar, locally designated as 
* Bheem’s Bazaar.” The extreme length of this excavation is about a hun¬ 
dred feet, and the breadth eighty. Although the name of this leader of tho 
Pandus designates every subdivision of this cave, yet every thing is Budhist. 
•The main apartment is that called Bheem’s armoury or treasury, the entrance 
to which is through a vestibule, about twenty feet square, supported by two 
columns, and having four lateral semicircular niches, now empty, bub probab¬ 
ly intended for statues: this opens to the armoury, which is a vaulted apart¬ 
ment, about thirty feet by fifteen, having at the further end a dhagope, 
supporting the roof. These singularly-formed columns, if we may so term 
them, are named after their sacred mounts; and this is called S oorntru, 
which being sacred to Adnath, the first pontiff, wc may conclude he was hero 
adored. An extensive piazza, full twenty feet wide, evidently a dlur media 
for the pilgrims, runs round this apartment, supported by rows of massive 
square columns, all cut out of the rock ; and again, on the exterior, are 
numerous square cells, called the apartments of the Sroumks, or Jain laity ; 

one of which there is a supporting dhagope , and in another two statues of 
fh3 twenty-third pontiff, Parswa. A parb of tho vaulted roof of Bncem’a 
treasury, as it is called, has fallen in, so that the vault of heaven is aeon 
through the aperture of the mountain. This is also attributed to Korea 
-hoor ( thief), whose statue appears on the pinnacle of bho temple of Berolli, 
indicating the old enemy Of the Pandus, who robbed them of their kingdom, 
J iosc ^ the armoury is an apartment called the Rajloea , or for the ladies; 
’ l d here tradition is at fault, since, with the exception of Koonti, the 
Mother, Droopdevi alone shared the exile of the Pandus. 

StiU further to the right, or south-west, is another vaulted and roof- 
apartment, thirty feet by fourteen, and about sixteen in central height, 
^PPprted by another image of Sooraeru. The sacred burr, or fig tree \ricus- 
bad taken root in the very heart of this cavern, and hiving ex- 
leaded until checked by the roof, it found the line of least resistance to bo 

it issued horizontally, and is now a goodly tree 
Around this there are many pamid solas } or 

l bar* hud engraved the name of Cimndowloo, the adjacent village, iu- 


cave’s mouth, whence 
0v crshadowing tho cave.* 


, % a mistake 
• vf Dhoomnar, 
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the Yalis, or'initi- t:d disciples, who stand io the same upright 

iativo posture as the pontiffs ,, , , . i or _ 

But it is impossible, and the attempt would be tedious to g l ^. by auy 
written description, an adequate idea of the subterranean town of Dhoomnar. 
It is an object, however, which will assist in illustrating the subject of cave- 
worship irAi dia ; and though in grandeur these caves cannot compare with 
those of Ellon, Carli, or Saleetto, yet in point of antiquity the_y evidently 
surpass them. The temple dedicated to the Trithancars, or deified A»- 
€S Jars (lord of the Jains), are rude specimens of a rude age when the art 
ofSpture wa9 in its very infancy ; yet is there a boldness, of delineation as 
well as me it originalitv of design, which distinguishes them from evo y g 
else in India In vain we hunted for inscription ; but a few isolated letters of 
that ancient and vet undeciphered kind, which occurs on every momimeut 
a ttribut< d to tho Pandas, were here and there observed. There were fragments 
ft -o^dptiire about the base of the hill, differing both in.desmg and material 
from thorn of the mountain. Altogether, Dhoomnar is highly worthy of a 
visit, b-ing one of the most curious spots in this part, which abounds with 
' curiosities. 


CHAPTER XIIT. 

ji ov t e ocer the abound of ftfonson’s retreat.—Buttle of Pe ?P l yf~ho,7—Pucit 
L<W Sbri llam., cUef oh Ifoelah,-Conduct of general 

; r/? ,_ Kunwavra.—Thriving aspect oj the countiy. It 

qVwn Us.—Co.ahiercial immunities of the eUtf.—Judmou» measures of ^ 
BrJnl in estaUishh :, this mart.-Public visit of the communty of Fathn 
t L ancient e it'/.—Legends of its foundation.—Profusion . of one.-. »- 
I, P -Fine sculpture and ar cldtectnre of the temple.-Iascriptions-Cro^ 
im natural botJlarg of IProuti and Mahoa.-The ^om of 
Urr/ent.- Ohaoni of the Piuddinds.-Ga^ 

Pass .— Inscriptions.—Anecdotes of the Lords of the las.. 
The ohaoni of Bhrcm. -Ruins.-Ordinances of the Ham princes.-lie 
turn to Kotah .— Field sports.-Author attached by a bear.—Mums of 

Jj/cailgtirh. 

Puchpahur , 10 ih December. —We returned to Gurrote yesterday; whm.ce 
„ narohid'ten mil-:, north north-east this morning over 


Ml mil- - norm nor&ui.u»u wu-* ~ oa r0 _ 

r r (' lrv f 4 -hnf the retreat of Monsoon commenced, an event ns 


tho history ot emnn lduw eva v.^ v } 

,<• 0rPP ,. , T hc former has not been commemorated by the commander, 
t' ' > n n of Xenophon himself could not have mitigated l 

1 . on 'Mipnlisoh^ where he halted merely t 

rn -crdwin*-tl* Ohumbul at the Aora fe?d be fuished^ 

V y dist-mco „f nearly fifty mile* Local report states that 


v.c' i rj < 


liUAJWil aw*-' •’ . rrCOW 

i„ „te .»oe of th odvonoo of HoloMihod £*«£* „ 

mm cod his march for Chmuiwasso, with what object is unkr.oi 
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7 he learned the vicinity of the foe, without awaiting him, he orcfcrei! 
rtrogrado movement to gain the Mokundurra pass, leaving Lucan with 
the irregular horse and-the Kotah auxiliaries, chiefly Hara hajpoota, t o secure 
his retreat. Holcar’s army amounted to ten thousand horse, in four yoles, or 

masses, each acting separately. That under-Khan Bungush came on 

Lucan from the south, while that under Hurnat Doha, from the direction of 
Bhanpoor, attacked tho Kotah contingent. Lucan defended himself like a 
hero and having repelled all their charges, had become the assailant, when 
he received his death blow from a hand m his own paegtJt,* My informant, 
who was that day opposed to this gallant soldier, described the scene, point¬ 
ing out the mowah tree close to which he fell. 

The auxiliary band of Kotah was led by the Hara chief of Kodah, his 
name Umr Sing. On receiving the orders of the English commander, he 
prepared, in the old Hara style, to obey them. The position he selected was 
about a quarter of a mile west of Lucan, on the north bank of the Auvjar, 
his left piotucted by the village of Peeply, which stands on a gentle emi¬ 
nence gradually shelving to the stream, the low abrupt bank of which would 
secure him from any charge in front. Here, dismounting from his horse, 
Umr Sing, surrounded by one thousand men, “spread his carpet/’ rcsolval 
to defend the passage of the Atnj:ir. liis force was chiefly infantry, who met 
tho enemy with volleys of matchlocks, and filled the stream with their 
bodies ; but just as he was about to close with them, a bail hit him in tho 
forehead and another in the right breast. He fell, but immediately rose 
again, and reclining against a sugar-inill-stone, encouraged his men to the 
charge. The calmness of his manner indicated no danger, but it was tho 
dying effort of a Hara : pointing with his sword to the foe, he fell back and 
expired. Four hundred and fifty of his men were either killed or wounded 
around their chief, and among the latter; the Polaita chief, tho next in rank 
fo^ Koelah, and the bukshee, or paymaster-general of Kotah was made 
prisoner, and forced to sign a bond for ten lakhs of rupe.es as a ransom, a 
penalty for siding with tho English. 

A humble altar of clay marks the spot where the brave Hara fell, 
having a tablet, or joojurh, representing as usual a cavalier and his -.teed, 
an-. r] at all points. I felt indignation at. the indifference of the Regent, 
who had not marked the spot with a more durable monument^ but he is no 
Hara ; though could lie. entomb the whole tribe, he would erect a structure 
rivalling even thne of klausoleus. But this receives a homage which might 
be denied to a more splendid one; for the villagers of Peeply foil not in 
{ ueir duty to the manes of Umr Sing, whose -lowly altar is maintained in 
10 pair* The devoted Lucan has not even so frail a monument as Ihi: 


c °uld I learn if the case which enclosed his gallant spirit ha 
NCUlnfijro. Bnt h IS memorv will ha nhprishrd hv thf> inhabit 


an 


But his memory will bo cherished by the inhabit 
ivho will point: to tho mowah tree as .that of <c Lac^n Halit 
-j. By the sacrifice of-these brave men, the British comi 
fokumlrara pass 
^lopanies, wit 
Sinclair 

Such is fcha ■nfirwillA.rit.-ir nf f.bn rinetfbrm t.Knt it wAiilij hil\ 
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h sufficient supplier and ammunition, under 
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is the peculiarity of . the position, that it wou 

hv infantry alone. 
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m^vughoufc the retreat, the sepahis were eager for the fight, and expre„ 
biicix opinion openly of their leader; and this * doubling ’ commander left 
five companies to defend the passage of the Bunas, liovv did they perlom it? 
bv repelling every assault, while a particle of ammunition lasted. 1 have 
often passed this ford, once with Sindia’s army, and only three years after 
retreat. The gallant stand was admirably described to mo by Zemaun Khan 
Rohilla, a brave soldier and no boaster, (and that day among our foes,) who 
coolly pointed to the precise spot where he shot- one of our Officers, m the 
laat charge, with his pistol. He said that the Mahratta infantry would no 
longer return to the charge, and that Jeswunt Rao was like a madman, 
threw his turban on the ground and called for volunteers amongst the caval¬ 
ry, by whom at length Sinclair and hi3 men were cut off. It is a lesson by 
which we ought to profit, never to place in command of sepahis those who do 
not understand, confide in, and respect them. 

Puehpahar is a thriving town, the head of one of the four districts o 
whr n, bv the right of war we became possessed, and have transferred from 
Holcar to che Regent: so far we have discharged the debt of gratitude. 
Eighty villages are attached to Puehpahar, which, though never yielding le^s 
tlian half a lakh of rupees, is capable of raising more than twice that sun. 
Theio arc two thousand houses in the town, which has an extensive bazaar 
filled with rich traders and bankers, ail of whom came to visit m«. 
cornelian continues to strew the ground even to this place. — 

Kunwarra, 11th December; thirteen miles; direction, IN. • } • 

Pass id over a fine rich soil., with promising young crops of wheat and gr£ , 
and plenty of the last crop (joar) in stacks ; a sight not of ' G „ n 3 ^' 11 ‘ 
these war-1redden plains and which makes tho name, Kunwarra, or the. land, 
of rhe corn,” very appropriate. At the village of Aonla, four miles sou wt. 
crossed the hi ,h road leading from Oojein through the durra to Hindusth vn, 
the large town of Soneil lying three miles to our right. . 

Jfutir.%-Patau, 12 f.h December ; thirteen miles-, direction, JN.N.Kby h.-~ 
The road over the same fertile soil.—Passed the Chunderbhaga rivulet, tna 
source of which is only two coss distant, and was shown within the range, 
the isolated hill of Relaitob, formerly the retreat of a Bhil community 
svhioh seat forth four thousand bowmen to ravage the plains of Ivlalwa: these 

were extirpated by Zalim Sing. , 

Jhalra-patun is the creation of the Regent; and, as we approached it, 
bis kindness procured me the distinction of being met, a fu.l mile beyond 
the to wn, by the cheif magistrate, the council, and the most wealthy inha¬ 
bitants : an honour duly appreciated, this being the only town in India pos¬ 
sessing the germs of oivil liberty, in the power of framing their own muni¬ 
cipal regulation. This is the mere remarkable, as the immunities of their 
commercial charter were granted by the most despotic ru.er oi India ; bong 
the boon was not a concession to liberty, but an act of policy; it wm giver. 
f„ r value received or at least expected, and which has been amply realized. 
Having exchanged salutations, and promised a more extended courtesy ac 

my tents in the evening, we took advantage of the town being thinned ana 

passed in under a general discharge of ordnance from the ramparts. ■ 
city is nearly a square, surrounded by a substantial wall and^bastions, r 
shed wirh cannon. The ground plan is simple, being that ^ 

■hovmvi or cross with two maiu street intersecting each other ft' W- 
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^ iany amallees ones running paralled to them. The main street is from 
south to north. We proceeded through this burnt bazar , until we reached the 
point of intersection, where, upon a broad terrace, stands a temple to Chatoor - 
bhoqja, the ‘four-armed’ god, at least ninety feet in height. The marble 
dome and colonnaded mnnduf } and the general proportions of the structure, 
attracted my attention ; but having been recently repaired and coated with 
white, I passed it by, conceiving it to be modern, and not likely to furnish 
historical daU. From thence to the northern gate is a range, on either side, 
of houses of a uniform structure, having a great appearance of comfort; 
and the street which is nearly a mile long, terminates with a temple erected 
by the Regent to his favourite diviuity, Dwarcanath. The image here enshri 
ned was ploughed up from the ruins of the aucient city, and carried to the 
Regent at Kotah, who, leaving to the choice of the goi the title under which 
and the site where, he would be worshipped, his various names were inscri¬ 
bed and placed under the pedestal ; the priest drew forth that of Gopal ji , 
and a magnificent shrine Was erected to him upon the bank of cue of the 
finest lakes in India, the waters of which, raised by an artificial dam. could 
be made to enviorn it at pleasure. 

In a street to the north, and parallel to the first, but as yet incomplete, 
is a handsome temple, dedicated to the sixteenth Jain prophet. This also, 
afterwards discovered, was an antique structure, recently repaired, and one 
of the hundred and eight temples, the beels of which sounded in the ancient 
city ; whence its Jhalra-patun or ‘the city of bdls,’ and not, as erroneously 
statco hitherto, from the tribe of the Regent, Jhalva patun } of the Jhala ; 
ignorance of which fact made mo pass over the temples, under the supposi¬ 
tion ttufc they were coeval with its modera foundation. I stopped for 
a fey moments at the mantion of tho chief magistrate, Sah Munuiram, and 
aving expressed my admiration of all I had seen, anu my hope that the 
prosperity of the city would redouble under his paternal care in these days of 
peace, j. made my salaam and took leave. Opposite hia house,, ei graved on a 
pi iar of stone, in the charter of rights of the city.* Its simplicity will excite 
ft smile ; but tho philosopher may trace in it the first rudiments of that com¬ 
mercial greatness, which made the free cities of Europe tho instruments of 
general liberty. Few of these had their privileges so thoroghly defined, or so 
upuiously observed ; and the motive which brought the community toge- 
, r ' va3 the surest guarantee against their infringement, A state of general 
war mild© them congregate; and was the origin of these immunities, which 
existing peace and tranquillity will perpetuate. Any want of good faith 
would be the destruction of Patun 

•. ^ ^ en Regent took advantage of the times to invite tho wealthy of 
, * ur roir .ding regions to become settlers in this flow mart, he wisely 
appealed to the evidence of their senses as the best pledge for the fulfilment- 
^rouRaneously with the charter, the f< wtifico turns v; 

< ice and an adequate garrison was placed here under a commandant) 

the 
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^ s ar y f or their construction. But- tbe greatest boon of nil was his leaving 
tSe administration of justice, as .well as of ' eternal police, entirely in the 
hands of the municipal authorities, who, to their credit, resolved that the 
fines "and forfeitures arising therefrom, instead of becoming a bait for avarice 
and vexatious intorference, should be offerings to the shrine of DwaHca-m th. 

It i 3 proper to say that the chief magistrate, Sah-Munniram, who 
is of the Vishnue sect, has a coadjutor in Gomani Ram, of the Oswal tribe 
and Jain faith, and each has bis separate tribunal for the classes ho represent, 
while the whole form a joint council for the general weal. They pull well 
together, and each has founded a poora or suburb, named after their children. 
The ( Jhohleas, or meinbeiS of this council, are selected accroding to the gener¬ 
al sense entertained of their fitness ; and were the chief magistrates also the 
free choice of the inhabitants at large, ‘the city bells' would require no 
addition to her freedom. Thus, in the short space of twenty years, has been 
raised a city of six thousand comfortable dwellings, with a population of 
at least twenty-five thousand souls. But the hereditary principle, so power¬ 
ful throughout these countries, and which, though it perpetuates many evils, 
has likewise been productive of much good, and ha3 preserved these states 
from annihilation, will inevitably make the ‘turbbn’ of magistracy descend 
from the head of Munniram or Gomani to their children, under whom, it 
they be not imbued with the same discretion as their parents, the stmie- 
cablot us well as the subsequent privileges of J'halrapatun may become a 
dead letter. The only officers of government residing in the town are the 
commandant ar <1 the-collector of the imposts; and so jealous are they of the 
feast interference on his part, that a fine would be inflicted on auy in¬ 
dividual who, by delaying the payment of the authorized duties, furnished 
an excuse for his interference 

Such is an outline of an internal administration, on which I have just 
had a commentary of tne most agreeable description : a public visit from 
all tbe wealth and worth of Patun. First, came the merchants, the brokers, 
tfc- insurers of the Vishnue persuasion, each being introduced with the name 
0 f fc } )c drm ; then followed the Oswal merchants, in similar form, and both 
ot them I 'seated in the order of their introduction and respectability. 
After them followed the trades,, the OhohUo .or deacons, each . making his 
nuzmr in the name of the whole body. Then came the artizans, braziers 
rivers, confectioners, down to the barbers, and town crier. The agricultural 
interest was evidently at a discount in Patun, and subordinate to the 
commercial ; the old Mundlooe Patels were, “though last, not least" in this 
interesting 'assemblage. Even the frail sisterhood paid their devoirs, and, 
in their modestv of demeanour, recalled the passage of Burke applied m 


con 


trust to a 


neighbouring state, “vice lost half its deformity, by losing al' 


its tffcteness.” Suh Munniram himself preserved order outside while tolas 
colleague he hit the formalities of introduction. Tho goldsmiths’ company 
presented, as their nuziur, a small, silver powder flask, shaped as an alligator, 
•Yd covered with delicate chain-work, which I shall retain not only as a 
specimen of the craft, but in remembrance of a day full of unusual interest. 
They retired in tho same order as they came, preceded by the town-ban^, 
trumpets, and drums. 




and 


Such is Jhalra- Patun. May the demon- of anarchy koepfrom^s^is, 
the orthodox and heterodox Duumvirs live in amity for the sane oi 
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/good, nor by their animosities, increase the res.-bmlancjs. which 
bears to the free cities of Euiope. - 
From all I could learu, justice is distributed with as even a hind as 
in most societies, but therever existed the community that submitted to 
restraint, or did not murmur at the fiat of the law ? Jhaha Patun is now 
the grand commercial mart of Upper Mahva, and has swallowed up all the 
commerce of the central towns between its own latitude and Indore. Though 
not even on the high road, when established, this difficulty was overcome by 
the road coming to i c. The transit-duties on salt alone must be consider¬ 
able, as that of the lakes of western Rajwarra passes through it in its way 
to rhe south-east. It is not famed, however, for any staple article of trade, 
but merely as an entrepot. 

We have said enough of the modern city, and must now revolt to tho 
ancient, which, besides its metaphorical appellation of 'the city of bells/' 
had the name of Chandravati > and the rivulet which flowed through it, the 
Chandrabhaga. There is an abundance of legends, to which we Jpiy be en¬ 
abled to apply the test of inscription. In some, Raja Hoon is again brought 
forward as the founder of the city ; though oth rs, with more probability, 
assign its foundation to the daughter of Ohandrasen, the Pramar king of 
Mulwa, who was delivered of a son on this spot while on a pilgrimage. An* 
other ascribes it to a more humble origin than either, ?. e. to Jussoo, a poor 
woodcutter of. the ancient tribe of Or, who, returning homewards from his 
daily occupation, dropped his axe upon the ptbris-imltur, with tho aid of 
which he transmuted iron to gold, and raised ‘'the city of the moon” 
(Oitaudt'ai)(Ui)' y and the lake is still call d after him Jussoo Or 

- Patj'&u Bheem likewise ccwie in for bis share of the fouuda’ l-imo; who, 
with hi a brethren during their covenant vntVi VriB Kaswe?*, WuYi'i conceal¬ 
ment in tho. forest ; but his foe,'tearing the effbet of his devotions, sent his 
f uniliar to disturb them. The spirit took the form of a boar, but a- he sped 
past him through the thicket, Bheem discharged an arrow, and on the ^pot 
l vhere this fell, the Chandrabhaga sprung up. Whoever was the founder, I 
Uave little doubt that tradition has converted Jussoo verma, the grandson 
Ud}’adit, the monarch of all IMalwa, into the wood-cutter; for not only 
dose this prince’s name occur in one of the inscriptions found here, bui 3 
have discovered it in almost every ancient city of Central India, over which 
his ancestors hed held supreme power from the first to the thiaecntU cent ury 
°f Vicratna.* 

The sites of temples mark the course of the stream for a considerable 
the banks being strewed " with .ruins. Flights of steps, forming 
reach to the water’s edge, w h re multitudes of gods, goddess* s, and 
' ‘inons, are piled, and some more perfect placed upon altars of clay, around 
" tiich nnc bizy, well fed Qo3ens loiter, basking m the sun, Understanding 
that no umbrage could be taken if I exported some of them to God 
carried off 

lovl of tllQ (Hi'HlVhOY+>!t wlvirth t fnmwl Imddlar) f.nrinfhpr Uiidi r n. b'Ul’ 11*00? 


distance. 


Narayan on bis hydracouch, a Pai-butty* a tn-vmrti. and u cart- 
liiminorts, winch I found huddled together under a b-urtroo.. 

• On a stono table, which I disco v red at Bo>ndi, of th; TakUmc raflo aro the uum; -h 
»otb of oh mat asvu aa l .) ^ an( j tRou^h no dufce is visible, yot that 

ny o i •/ anCfchoi Set of inscriptions, inserted iu thd lirsl vohirue 

«-Val Asiatic >eiecy, at Uui oV A. o. U35 ‘ tin poind w v: . i.bc M 11 i l-.< m : uv li:u* 


Wore breft'ei ig up and 


r JU. equ.'Uvly U; . urt be^iiiuhi|i to (U * >:> • 
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was a fine statue of Gunesa, but our efforts to move Wisdom wi 
£ual, and ocetsioned not few jokes among my Brahmins; nor must I 
pass over a colossal baraha (boar ) of which no artist in Europe need bo 
ashamed. . . 

The powers of Des ruction and Re-production were those propitiated 
among the one hundred and eight shrines of Chandravati; of which only two 
or three imperfect specimens remain to attest the grandeur of past days. 
Every where, the symbolic lingam was scattered about, and the munduf of 
one of those still standing I found filled with representations of the Hindu 
Hecate and a host of lesser internals, the sculpture of which, though far in¬ 
ferior to that at Barolli, is of a high order compared with aught of modern 
times. The attitudes are especially well managed, though there is a want 
of just proportion. Even the anatomical display of the muscles is attended 
to : but the dust, oil, and sindoor (vermilion of twelve centuries were upon 
them, and the place was dark and damp, which deterred us fiom distur¬ 
bing them. . . 

Ghassi is now at work upon the outline of two of the remaini ig shrines, 
and has promised to give up ten day3 to the details of the ceilings, the col 
unitis, and the rich varied ornaments, which the pencil alone can re- 
pres?nt. One of these shrine, having a part of the sengar chaori still 
standing is amongst the finest things in Asia, not for magnitude, being to 
all appearance merely receptacles for the inferior divinities surrounding some 
grand temple, but for the sculptured ornaments, which no artist in Europe 
could surpass Each consists of a simple mindra or cello,, about twen¬ 
ty Get square, having a portico and a long open colonnaded vestibule 
in front for the priests and votaries. Everyone of these numerous columns 
differs ip its details Jtaff the others. But the entrance chiefly excite admi- 
tion, being a mass of elaborate workmanship of a peculiar land, and the 
foliage and flowers may be considered perfect.* It is cfeep.y to bo Iamente 
that no artist from Eurooe, have made casts from these masterpieces ot sculp- 
turn and architecture, which would furnish many new ideas, and rescue the 
land sacred to Bhavaui ( Minerva ) from the charge of having taught noth 
in g but deformity : a charge from which it is my pride to have vindicat- 
gcI h^r 

While I remained with Ghassi, amidst the ruins, I despatched my guru 
and Brahmins to make diligent search for inscriptions; but many of these, 
as well as thousands of divinities, the wrecks of ancient Patun, have been 
built up in the new town or its immense circumvallation; but our efforts 

were nob altogether unrewarded. ^ s . .„ . a 

The oldest inscription, dated S, 748 (A. D. 002), bore the name of Raj* 
Doorgangul, or ‘the bar of the castle.’ It is very long, and in that orna 
rnented character peculiar to the Budhists and Jains throughout these 
regions. It contains allusions to the local traditions of theiPandu Arjocn, 
and his encounter with the demon Virodlu under the form of Baraha, or t • 
boar ; and states, that from the spot where the baraha was wounded, and o 


* Tbt original d-swings by Gha:- : arc deposited at my booksellers ^Budd and Calkui- 
Tid trail to"< Ibcr •.viili those by Capi-ain Waugh, to shew that any deviation fiom i ,ie or g 
*; .m .X » is to the decided deterioration of the former. They are on a consist 
aol- larger scale than tho engraving!, and I a n ansious that the public should thus form 
con* cot estimate of the arts as they once existed m India. 
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fell, a figure sprung, originating from the wound ( Jchet ), 
whose offspring in consequence was called Khetrie ; “ of his line was Crishna 
Bhut’ Khetri, whose son was fakyac . What did he resemble, who obtained 
the fruits of the whole earth, conquering numerous foes ? He had a son nam¬ 
ed Kyuk, who was equal to the divinity which supports the globe • in wisdom 
he was renowned as Mahadeo; his name sent to sleep the children of his foe: 
he appeared as an avatar of Boodh, and like the ocean, which expands when 
the rays of the full moon fall upon it, even so does the sea of our knowledge 
increase when he looks upon it: and his verses are filled with ambrosia (am- 
rila ). From Gheyt to Cheyt, sacrifice never ceased burning: Indra went 
without offspring.* The contributions from the land were raised with jus¬ 
tice, whilst his virtues overshadowed the three worlds. The light which 
shines from the tusks of his foe’s elephant had departed ; and the band which 
struck him on the head, to urge him on, emitted no sound. Where was the 
land that felt not his influence i Such was Sir Kyuk ! when he visited for¬ 
eign lands, joy departed from the wives of his foe": may all his resolves bo 
accomplished ! 

“S. 748 (A. D. 692), on the full moon of Jyet, this incription was plac¬ 
ed in the mindra,by Goopta, the grandson of Bhat Ganeswar, lord oj the lords 
of verse of Moondal, and son of Ilur-goopta : this writing was composed, in 
the presence of Sri Doorgangul Raja, to whom, salutation ! that forehead 
alone is fair which bows to the gods, to a tutor, and to woman ! Engraved by 
01 uk the stone-cutter. 

On this curious inscription we may besfow a few remarks. It appears 
to mo that the wild legion of the creation of this Khetri i from the Wood of 
Baraha, represented as a danoo, or demon in disguise, is another fiction to 
veil the admission of some northern race into the great Hindu family. The 
name of Baraha as an ancient Indo-Scythic tribe, is fortunately preserved 
in tk ^ annals of Jessulmer, which state, at the early periods of the Yadu- 
Bhatti history, opposed their entrance into India ; while both Takshac. (or 
Tak) and Kyuk are names of Tatar origin, the former signifying ‘the snake,* 
the latter The heavens.* The whole of this region hears evidence of a race 
whose religion was ophite, who bore the epithet of Takshac as the name of 
the tribe, and whose inscriptions in this same nail-headed character are found 
all over central and western India. If we combine this with all that wo 
have already said regarding Raja Hoon of Bhadraotb and Ungutsi the Hun, 
who served the Rana of Oheetore at this 'precise period^ when an irruption 
is recorded from central Asia, we are forced to the conclusion, that this ins- 
°nptbn (besides many others), is a memorial of Scythic or Tatar prince, 
who, as well as the Geto prince of Salpoor, X was grafted upon Hindu stocky 

The inscription next in point of antiquity was from the .Tain temple in. 
the modern town. It was dated the 3 d of Jeyt, S. 1103 (A/D 1047\ but 
recorded only the name of a visitor to the shvine. 

Near the dam of the Or-sn.ejw y there was a vast number of funeral 
memorials, termed nisea, of the Jain priesthood. One is dated ‘ the 3 d of 

* The allu-ion to this affords another instonco oft.be presumption of the priests, Vho com" 
pollel the gods to attend the sacri^cial rites, ami hence India could not visit bis consort 
ludrani. 

+ Seo Vol. 1, p. 181. 
t See inscription, Vol, f, p, G77- 
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S. 1066 fA.D. 1010'', on \vh : ch day Frimunt Deo, Cheh, or disciple, 
of Aehaiy.o Sri man t Dewn, left this world.” The bust of the acbarya, or 
doctor, is in a studious posture, the book laying open upon the lliocni or 
crews, which forms a reading-desk, often the 
a Jain plaei of sepulture. 

The adjoining one contained the name 
dateS. 1180. 

Another was of “Komar-deo, the pundea or priest of the rare of 


only sign on the nisea to mark 
of Dcvindra A chary a ; the 


K >omad Chandra Acharya, who finished his career on Thursday ( goorbar) 
the j\Iool nekshitra of S. 1289.’’ . . 

There were many ethers, but as, lik.c these, they continued no historical 
data, they were not transcribed. 

Naraynpoor ISt/i December , eleven miles.—Marched at daybreak, and 
about a e • north of the city ascended the natural boundary of Harouti and 
If dwa ; at the point of ascent was Gondore, formerly in the appanage of 
the Ghatti-Rao {lord of the pass), one of the legendary heroes of past days; 
and half a c-oss further was the point of descent into the Antri, or ‘valley, 
through which our course lay due north. In front, to the north-west, Dag 
rown, on the opposite range, was just visible through the gloom ; while the 
vet more ancient Mhovv, the first capital of the Kheechies, v.as pointed on 
five cess to the eastward. I felt most anxious to visit this city, celebrated m 
the traditions of Central India, and containing in itself and all around muen 
that was worthy of notice. But time pressed; so we continued oiir route 
CV- r (he path trodden hy the army of Alla-o-din when he besieged Achillas 

ii Gaeruwn. The valley was full three miles wide, the soil fertile, and tne 

scenery highly picturesque. The forest on each side echoed with the screams 
Of t.he'pcaeock, the calls of the partridge, and the note of the jungle code, 
who was crowing his matins as the sun gladdened his retreat. It was t w 
, : ntr or valley, that the Regent selected for his chtioni, or fixfd .camp, 
which he has resided for the last thirty' years. It had at 


length attained the 


u’ on the banks of the Ajmar, and midway between the castle of G-'growd 
and Jhalrapatun. A short distance to the west of the Regent s camp, i'> , 

Pindarri-oa chuoni, where the sons of Kurreem Khan, the chief leader 
tin c o herd- s, resided : for in these days of strife, the obi Regent would 
allied himself with Satan, if ho had led a horde of plunderers. I was gre-^ 
ly amused to see in this camp, also assuming a premanent shape, th 0 ^ 
iri.: 1 . m‘Wit of an ridj/i, or ‘place of prayer; for tho^villains, "hie 
roblc d and murdered even defenceless woman, prayed five times a day ■ J 
We crossed the confluent streams of the Aon and Ajmar, which, 
through the plains of Mnlwa, have forced their way through the ex*c 
chain into the antri of Gagiown, pass under its wsstern taco, divic > » 
rom ‘he town and then join the Caly Sinde* 
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Jhalra-Patun 
Ruins of Chanclrabhaga 


GAaROWM 


lentil you approach close to Gagrown, its town and castle appear united, and 
present a bold and striking object; and it is only on mounting the ridgo 
tuat one perceives the strength of this position, the rock being scarped by 
Ihe action of the waters to an immense height. The ascent to the summit 
of the ridge was so gradual that our surprise was complete, when, casting 
onr eye north, we saw the Caly Sinde sweeping along the northern face of 
both f«*rfc and town, whence it turns due north, ploughing its serpentine pas- 
sage, at a depth of full two hundred feet below tbo level of the valley, 
through three distant ranges, each chasm or opening appearing in this bold 
Perspective like a huge portal/whence the river gains the yieldit g plains of 
hiarouti. As we passed under the town, we were saluted by a discharge 
from all fcho ordnance on its ramparts, and the governor, who had advanced 
t° meet us at the express desire of his masttr, invited us in : but though 
strongly pressed, and equally desirous to see a place of such Cfe)cbiit v,'I 
would not make myself acquainted with the secrets of this chief stronghold 
? the Regent. On whichever* side an enemy might approach it, he v ould 
J ave take the bull by the horns. It was only by polluting the waters 
} vlt " blood of the sacred kino, that Alla, ‘the sanguinary’ (1; /moni\ look 
it about five centuries ago from the valiant Kheechio, Ackildas, an account 
°; w hosc family would he* here out of place* Independent of ancient asso¬ 
ciations, there is a wild grandeur about Gagrown, which makes it well wor- 
’-y a visit, and tho views from the north must be st-id fiuer than mom the 
point whence we beh<ld if. 

‘ f n^° * Dasse< ^ ovcr the ridge at the extremity of the town, and descended 
in^o another antri f up which w r e journied nearly due west until we reached 
•’ ir , Cn,m h Naraynpoor. The valley was from four to six hundred yards 
the '- ( p 1 aru ^ • n kbe highest state of cultivation ; to preserve which, m d at 
nnf S ] lyn ' fcl, ’ ne to secure the game, the Regent, at an immense, expense, lias 
] ec .y , rences the skirt of the hills on each side, over which neither 
wv 1 . no \ 1C S pass, while the forest that crown the hills to their summit 
are also impervious oven to wild beasts. We passed various small cautoiu. 
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vhere fche Recent could collect the best part ot hi9 army, some ev r en 
OQ tho summit of the ridge. At all of these are wells, and reservoirs 

termed' po. , , , , 

Mokuudurm. December Uth, ten miles.—At daybreak, commenced our 

march up the valley, and midway between Naraynpoor and the durra, reach¬ 
ed the ruined castle of Ghattj, so called from its being erected on the sum- 
rnifc of the ridge commanding an outlet of the valley. Partly from the gra~ 
dual ascent of the valley, and from the depression of the ridge, we formed 
rather a mean opinion of the pass (ghatti)-, but this feeling was soon lost 
when we attained the crest, and found ourselves on a scraped rock of some 
hundred feet in elevation, commending a view over all the plains of Malwa, 
while at our feet was a continuation of tho antn of the Amjar, which we ob¬ 
served gliding through the deep woods the Regent has allowed to remain .- t 

the entrances of these valleys. > wfc nf 

Tradition is eloquent on the deeds of the Lords of the Pass, both 
the Kheechie and Hara, and they point out the impression of Mehraj Khee 
ohie’s charger, as he sprang upon the Islimate lnvm era. nere ^ 

cenotaphs to the memory of the slain, and several sma s 1 . ., 

bis consort in one of which J found an inscription not only recording the 
lla.no of Mehraj, but the curious fact that four generations were present, at 

tho consecration of one to feiva. It ran thus . In • • . , SO asou of 

in that particular, year called Somyc, the sun in e > , an d the 

cold, in the happy month Asoj, the dark haifthere * Ghohan race, 

thirty six the gurrie ; in such a happy moment h ^ e £ r ° a ^nd /!L sen 
M ah a raj Sri Rawufc Nursingdeo, anrl his son Sri Kawut \ . A siva \ . 

Sri Ch under.-on, and It is son Kalian-das, erected thi * ” ^ bv j£ umiTia 

may they be fortunate ! Written by Jey Sermon, and engraved by 
in the presence of the priest Kistna, the son ot Moms. 

We sh ,il pass over tho endless tales of the many heroes wJk> HI 
defence, to Hie last of on, note—OoinMi Sing,» descendant of 
The anecdote I am about to insert relate, to the time when Roo Deorjon 
8 M woe piico-c of Kotoh, ond the post of Foojdar was MUfea Mg* 
R-inooc lev Sine of Gagorni. Through the influence of this foajdar, 

S “ ae denS of th® honour of defending the pass, 

.fed. II--™ proceeding homeward with a b.e»y heart from to 
p-Lmoeof hie sovereign, when be met the fonjde. with to tmn. K wM 

dor!,-, an I a toich-beowr preceded hue, whom Umu dosh^ to«>«». 
o, 1 with his iron lance transfixed the Rahtore to his paU . * 8 . 

Ii, said il wo, [be Roe’s order that non. ^ ™, 

l, U.r. as ho gained his estate, he proceeded with his hnU] M* ™» 

to dr to its defence. Faselng over the Pathar ; ha .nade ior hjj 

to sec t-ho man, of' whom he had heard his father say , _ > presence 

i tiger, The Hara obeyed the summons, but would only enter t ic 
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midst of his band. He was courteously received and offered large 
i in Jeypoor ; the Raja remarking, that Goman Sing was only going 
to his doom, since “in the space of eating a pan , he (Esuri Sing) would ba 
master of Kotah.” Losing all patience, Goman said, “ take my salaam and 
my defiance, Maharaj; the heads of twenty thousand Haras are with Kotah.” 
Ho was permitted to pass the batteries unmolested, and on reaching the 
river, he called aloud, “ the Ghatta Rawut wants a boat,” to conduct him to 
his sovereign, whom he found seated behind the walls encouraging the de¬ 
fence. At that very moment, a report was brought that a breach was nearly 
effected at a particular point; and scarcely had the prince applauded his 
swamdherma, than, making his bow, Goman marched his followers to the 
breach, and “ there planted his lance/’ Such were the Haras of past days ; 
but the descendants of the ‘ Rawut of the Pass’ are now in penury, de 
prived cf their lands, and hard prtssed to find a livelihood. 

We continued our march from this Pass, often moistened with Rajpoot 
blood, and reached the Durra, outside of which we found the old Regent en¬ 
camped, and whence we issued on our tour just three weeks ago. It was by 
mere accident that, some distance up the valley, (a continuation of that we 
bad just quitted), we heard of some ruins, termed the ‘‘Ohaori of Bheerr./’ 
one of the most striking remains of art I had yet met with. It is the frag 
ment only of a quadrangular pile, of which little now remains, the materials 
having been used by one of the Kotah princes, in erecting a small palace to 
a Bhilni concubine. The columns possess great originality, and appear to be 
the connecting link of Hindu and Egyptain architecture.* Not far from tho 
V/iaori where, according to locaUrafitions, the Paudu Bheem celebrated his 
nuptials, are two columns, standing without relation to any other edifice • but 
in the lapse of ages the fragments appertaining to them have been covered 
with earth or jungle. At every step we found jooyarhs, or funeral stones; 
im as this ‘Pass of Mokund” must, as the chief outlet between tho Dekhan 
ana northern India, have been a celebrated spot, it is not unlikely that in 
remote ages some city was built within its natural ramparts. Throughout 
this town, we found many traces of the beneficent but simple legislation of 
Hara princes ; and when the Regent set up his pillar, prohibiting chietfy 
“ vl0 * e P Ce , he had abundant formulas to appeal to. We havealrcady 
: u ^ circumstance in the sketch of his biography, and wo may here 

nscxu a free translation of the ordinance wo found engraved in the Pass 
and which is recorded throughout Harouti. 

/ , Maharaj Maharao-ji Kishoro Sing, ordaining! To all the merchants 

traders, cultivators, and every tribe inhabiting Mokundurra. At 
is time be full of confidence ; trade, traffic, exchange, borrow, lend, cul- 
^ at e and bo prosperous ; for all dind (contribution) is abolished by the T)uv 
+ p, m , es be punished according to their magnitude. All officers of 
- st, I ate s, Pafcwarris, Saaurria (night-guards), and mootsuddies (seriVs), 
of;rJ e ™ ed for good services i and for evil. None of them shall be guilty 
saerpd V°rr L, 0m Ulcrctanfcs or others; this is a law sworn to by all that is 
monf ) f £j 1U i «? r ^ 00 ^ ein * Ordained from the royal month, and bv coin- 

10th Wnn (grandsire) Zalim Sing, and uncle Madhu Sing. Asoj the 

lUt^Monday S. 1877 (A. D. 1821 ).* 


of the tr?gkal f dmw!ng e00, ' wWch ' hoW ^ ver > 1 regrot to say, fanushea 


nut 


an fmperfeot copy 
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--'Wvincr halted a few days, we returned to Kotah by the towi.^, 
-uipahar and Anuudpoor ; both largo and thriving Seated upon the 
bmks* of fine pieces of water. Madhu Sing, at the head of a splendid 
cavalcade with six field-pieces, advanced a couple ot miles to conduct me 
l o old residence, the garden-house, east of the town. During the six 
weei s Jhit we remained here to watch tho result of the measures elsewhere 
described wo endeavoured to find amusement in various ways, to diveic us 
from brooding upon the cholera which was raging around us. lhi 3 season 

a i**, \wilr) crpp^p to nrev upon the \'ouug corn, an'l we hcul the 

doubf 1 cieMure ol shooting and sating them. Occasionally, tve had a shot 
anted then, Jo.n 

and a delightfnl summer retreat 

s*srs -X ‘"iSn/s ‘s 

« r SSt rousc°the 

..at the.a they fussed. 

Srd/l the’ purpose 5 enjoying SX? 

eurs, . ~ SSi J b ^^.diouia, nock, “full thro, 

ol merriment, l ne river - } dphrh th* 3 se wild animals hud 

hundred feet m height ; andamidstthe deb, s muoh ^ ^ 

shelter. As the side on which we were did ' u anMtv of timber suited to 

jXXTk, 1 *. ft * 

™ uza,e grey from age,^carae s o.v y t. g I ^ who we re conning 

- l9 ?, ree8 ^ ™of nemorffg just before he came in sight, L had quitted 
over tie events ot tuc morn fe, J i ty a little remote irom them ; 

them, and was trying to tj** 1 *. Pj . ^ ^ ti re dand missed, ana Bruin came 
but Wore I could attain it, they ^ j&d and hit him 

at a full uallop towards me. V. hen within ten , cha ,. tre d mo open- 

?! the flank ^ u II, but ain.^fc xnstant^ r, a hog^ear 

mouth' J, when cue of m\ c u J au j t bc shot lie went flounder¬ 
ed ,av-d me from a hug Between th and tUc. we ]ia38ecj 

ing off, and was lost i :1 the meases ronnous pile of stones without 

the (lav amidst the ruins of SUiIgurb ^fa Aboriginal Bbib. Both 
voment; m all probability, a fortress of 3 ?™ e J , iin r abundant sport to 
J t ,„. ?r t r KfcSSy a fev r » the 

the princes of kotah. J.h ic >» -I • . cascade from a 

:;d « - ‘ otehOT 
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six hundred feet in height. There are few moiv remarkable spots 
^tiHfndia than the course of the river from Kotah to Lhynsror, wher® both 
tile naturalist and the painter might find ample ernj loyment. 

I sent scouts in all directions to seek for inscriptions ; some of which 
are in an unknown character* One of tho most interesting, brought from 
lvunswah, ot a Jit prince, has been given in the first volume of this work. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

Visit to \fynal .—D efinition of the servile condition termed bussie. Bijolli 
Inscriptions,—-Ancient history of Bijolli.— Ifvidtndce that the Ghohans 
wrestrd the throne of Delhi from the Tuars,—Jain temples .— Inscrip¬ 
tion.—Civile temples.—Prodigious extent of ruins . The Bijiolli chief ,—* 
Iiis daughter a Sati.— Signal , or M ahnal. Its picturesque site.—“Records 
of Pvithioiraj , the Chohan, —/ inscription *.— Synchronism in an enigmatic¬ 
al date.—March to B eygoo. Bumaoda. the castle of Aloo Jfara.—Iearnd 
of that chief.—Imprecation of the virgin Sati.— Rt collections of the flo¬ 
ras still associated with their ancient traditions ,— Quit Bumaoda and 
arrive at B eygoo. 

In February, recommenced my march for Oodipoor, and having halted 
a few days at Boondi, and found all there as my heart could wish, I resumed 
the march across the Pathar, determined to put into execution my wish oi* 
visiting Mynah About ten miles north, on this side of. it, I halted at Bijolli, 
One of the principal fiefs of Me war, held by a chief of the Pramar tribe, with 
tne title ot Rao. This family, originally Ruos of Jugnair, near Bump, came 
into We war in the time of the great Umr Sing, with all his bussie % upwards ot 
two centuries ago ; the Rana having married the daughter of Rao Asoca, to 
Mnotn he as>igned an estate worth five lakhs annually. I have elsewhere 
(Vol. I p. 96) explained the meaning of a term which embraces bondage 
mongst its synonyms, though it is the lightest species of slavery, Bussic 9 
or ^properly vasi, means a ‘settler/ an ‘inhabitant’, from vas, a ‘habitation’, 
anemia, to inhabit’, 1. ut it does not distinguish between free settlers end 
compulsory labourers; but wheresoever the phrase is used in Rajwarra, it may 
e assumed to imply the latter. Still, strange to say, the conditions includes 
none ot the accessories of slavery: there is no task-duty of any kind, nor i 9 
he individual accountable for his labour to any one: he pays the usual taxes 
• n< * l ^ e °nly tie upon him appears to be that of a compulsory residence in his 

l< t 8 e P^het, which is in itself a fetter upon ihe mind on the ras i 
ot Bijolli. 

Bijiolli ( Vijyavcdli) *tands amidst the ruins with which this opernal , 
°\ ) ,UI1 ' ,, J S crowded. From the numerous inscriptions we here found, 

wo ) yo to chose, foi ancient name, between AhaichpUr and Morakufo *, the 
a / er is still applied, though the former appears only on the recording stone, 
nis western forntier teems with tradition of th Ohobans, and seems to have 
een a epenaenoy of Ajmere, as these inscriptions contain many celebrated 
names o that dynasty, as Beesildeo, Someswflr, Frithwiraj ; and chiefly vu-> 
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vpMAhc matrix! virtues and piety of Iron-Raj of Morakuro, and his offspr; 
Bibir-raj and Koontpal, who appear cotemporary with their paramount 
prince and relative, Prithwirnj, king of Delhi and Ajmere. 

One inscription records the actions of the dynasty of Cheetore, and they 
arc so intermingled as to render it almost impossible to separate the Gehlotes 
'rom the Ohohans. It begins with an invocation to * Saccnnbhari J innnic 
Mata , the mother of births, guardian of the races (i*acam ), and of mighty 
castles ((loorgci), hills, and ruins, the Protectress.” Having mentioned the 
namt-s of nine Ohohans (of V'achgotra), it flies off to Srirnad Bappa-Eaj, 
Vindhya Nirpati, or, ‘Bappa, sovereign of the Vindhya Hills/ the founder of 
the lianas of Mewar ; but the names that follow do not belong to his dynasty,^ 
which leads me to imagine that the Ohohans of Oopermal were vassals of 
Cheetore at the early period. Since antiquarian disquisitions, however, would 
be oud of place here, we shall only give the concluding portion. It is of Koonfc- 
pal, the grandson of Iron-raj, “who destroyed Jawulapur, and the fame °/ 
whose exploit at the capture of De*hi is engraved on the gate ot Balabhi, 
His elder brother’s son was Prithwiraj, who amassed a purb of gold, which ho 
gave in charity, and built in Morakuro a temple to Parswanath. Having obtain¬ 
ed the regal dignity, through Sorneswar, he was thence, called Sorneswar, tor 
the sake of whose soul this vnindra was erected, and the village of Re wan a on 
the Rewa, bestowed for its support.—S 1226 ( A. D. 1170).” This ap¬ 
pears completely to set at rest the question whether the Cbohans wrested by 
force the throne of Delhi from the Tuars ; and it is singular, that from thq 
most remote part of the dominion of this illustrious line, we should, have a 
confirmation of the fact asserted by their great bard^Chund. The inscrip¬ 
tions at Asi (Hansi), and on the column of Delhi, were all written about the 
same period as this (see p. 403;. But the appeal made to the gate of 
Balabhi/’ the ancient capital of the Gehlotes in Saurashfcra, is the most 
singula* part of it, and will only admit of one construction, namely, that 
v/hen Prithwiraj revenged the death of his father, Sorneswar, who was slam 
in battle by the prince of Saurashtra and Guzzerat, Koontpal must., have 
availed himself of that opportunity to appropriate the share lie had in tfae 
capture of Delhi. Ohund informs us he made a conquest of the whole of 
Guzzerfc from Bhola Bheem. 

We have also two other not unimportant pieces of information : first, 
that Morakuro was an ancient name of Bijolli; and next, that the Chohan 
prince was a disciple of the Jains, which, according to Chund, was not un¬ 
common, as he tells us that ho banished his son ^arungdeo from Ajmere, fur 
attaching himself to the dpetrines of the Budhists# 

Morakuro, about half a mile east of Bijolli, is now in ruins * but, there 
arc remains of a Vote- or castle, a palace called the No chioki, and no 
than five temples to Parswanath, the twenty third of the Jain pontiff?,/ 
considerable magnitude and elaborate architectural details, though not Jo ^ 
compared with IforoIIi. Indeed, it is every where apparent, that there is t\o 
thing classical in design or executing in the architecture of India posterior v 
the eleventh century. One of my scribes, who has a talent for design, • 
delineating with his reed (Cuhn) th so stupendous piles, while my old J^n flgJT 
is hard at work copying what is not iho least curious part of the anrrir f; the 
of Biji.olli, two inVoiiptions cut in the rock ; one of the Chohan . Y ^\ t 
oth -r o.f tie &mkk Varan, appertaining to hfa own creed, the f alIU 
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feet long by five in breadth, and has fifty two lines.* The other is 
eleven feet six inches by three feet six, and contains thirty-one lines ; so that 
the old gentleman has ample occupation. A stream runs amidst the ruins , 
called the Mundagni (fire-extingushing); and there is a coond, or fountai h t 
close to the temples of Parswa, with the remains of two noble reservoirs. All 
these relics indicate that the Jains wero of the T)igumber sect. The genea¬ 
logy is within the Vote, or precincts of the old castle. 

There are likewise three temples dedicated to Siva, of still greater 
magnitude, nearer to the town, but without inscriptions ; though one in an 
adjoiniug coond , called the Rewati, records the piety of the Gohii chief Rahil, 
who had bestowed “ a patch of land in the Antri” defining minutely its 
limits, and inviting others (not ineffectually, as is proved by other bequests), 
in the premable to his gift, to follow his example by the declaration that 
“whoever bathes in the Rewati fountain will be beloved by her lord, and 
have a numerous progeny.” 

The modern castle of Bijolli is constructed entirely out of the ruins of 
the old shrines of Morakuro, and gods and demons are huddled promiscuous¬ 
ly together. This is very common, as we have repeatedly noticed; nor can 
any thing better evince that the Hindu attaches no abstract virtue to the 
material object or idol, but regards in merely as a typo of some power or 
quality which he wishes to propitiate. On the desecration of the receptacle, 
the idol b comes again, in his estimation, a mere stone, and is used as such 
without scruple. All around, for several miles, are seen the wrecks of past 
days. At Dorowlee, about four miles south, is an inscription dated S. 900 
(A. D. 844/), but it is unimportant ; and again, at Telsooah, two miles far¬ 
ther south, are four mundirs , a coond , and a tornn , or triumphal arch, but no 
inscription. At Jnrowla, about six miles distant, there are no less than seven 
mundirs and a coond —a mere heap of ruins. At Ambaghati, one of the 
passes of descent from the table-land into the plain, there are the remains of an 
ancient castle and a shrine, and I hive the names of four or five other places, 
all within five miles of Bijolli, each having two and three temples in ruins. 
Tradition does not name the destroyer, but as it evidently was not Time, we. 
may, without hesitation, divide the opprobrium between those great icono¬ 
clasts, the Ghori king Alla, and the Mogul Arungzebe, the first of whom is 
never named without the addition of Vhnoni, ‘the sanguinary,’ whilst tho 
other is known as Kal-jumun , the demon foe of Chrishna. 

The BijolHa chief is greatly reduced, though his estates, if cultivated, 
would yield fifty thousand rupees annually ^ but lie cai not create men vasi } 
unless he could animate the prostrate forms which lie scattered rrouml him. 
It was his daughter who was married to prince Umra, and who, though only 
seventeen, withstood all solicitation to save her from the pyre on bis demisxf 
t mad use of the strongest arguments through her uncle, then at Oodipoor, 
promising to us.-' my influence to increase his estate ami doubtless his 
poverty reinforced his inclination but all was in vain—he determined “to 
ns of her lord. 1 Having remained two or I luce days, wo 


expiate the 


. , , f ljav ' )ia i time ju l^irn i]i ufc i'i this inscription,bub h 1 dil. to; Wher 

x .c i -i 108 ' ( oi 1 k-i at th> service of iho: • wh > desire to < \poimd them. !'«>?• :m • 1 with 1 

.y old nurn I aln tike aehip without hell l und would sav) 4 in plough * 

ing llie ocean of (Sanscrit) rhyme. ’ 
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__ Imied our journey in quest of the antique and the picturesque, and 
found both. 

Mynal February 21th .—It is fortunate that the pencil can here pour- 
tray what transcends the power of the pen ; to it we shall, therefore, leave 
the architecural wonder* of Mahanal, and succinctly describe its site- It 
is difficult to conceive what could have induced the princely races of Chee- 
tore or Ajmere to select such a spot as an appanage for the cadets of their 
families, which in summer must he a furnace, owing to the reflexion of the 
s in’s rays from the rock : tradition, indeed, asserts that it is to the love of 
the sublime alone we are indebted for these singular structures. The. name 
is derived from the position Maha-nal , ‘the great chasm,* or cleft in the 
western face of the Pathar, presenting an abyss of about four hundred feet 
in depth, over which, at a sharp re-entering angle, falls a cascade, and 
though now but a rill, it must be a magnificent object in the rainy season; 
Within this dell it would be death to enter : gloomy as Erebus, crowded 
with majestic foliage entangled by the tv/isted boughs of the amervela , ant > 
affording covert to all description of the inhabitants, quadruped and feathers 0 
of the forest. On the very brink of the precipice, overhang ing the abyss, 
is the group of mixed temples and dwellings; which bear the name o 
rrifchwiraj while those on the opposite side are distinguished by that ot 
Bumarsi of Oheetore, the brother-in-law of the Chohan emperor of DelW 
and A jmere, whoso wife, Britha-Bae, has been immortalizes by dum ; 
with her husband and brother. Here, the grand cleft between them, 
those two last bulwarks of the Rajpoot races were accustomed to meet witn 
their fihiili' 1 and pass days of affectionate intercourse, in which no d<* u 
the political condition of India was a prominent topic of discussion, H ' vC 
may believe, ami we have no reason to distrust, the testimony of (hunc, 
had Prithwimj listened to the counsel of the Ulysses of the Hindus, [} 
which light Samar si was regarded b} T friend and foe), the Islamite liCV S 


would have been lord of ilinduslhan. But the indomitable courage, 
enthusiastic enterprise of Frithwiraj sunk them all : and when 


neither 

wisdom nor valour coukl save him from destruction, the heroic prii CG of 
Che'tore was foremost to court it. Both fell on the banka of the Caggm, 
ami i: ' heroes of every tribe in Rajpootana. It was indeed to them, aL1 - * 
bard justly i eims if, j,mlaya , the clay of universal doom ; and the last tie 
maintained for fcln-ir national independence, To me, who have poured o - 
fcli'dr poetic legends, and imbibed all those sympathies which none can ** _ 
who study the Rajpoot character, there was a melancholy charm in the 80 jj 
ruins nf Afyual. It was a season, too, when every thing conspired to nou 
this fcelin j <- tr os which were crowded about those relics of departed g J* 
appearing by their leafless boughs and lugubrious aspect to joiu in the mil 


Wi 


rJnd. many inscriptions at Mahanal, and of one I shall here 1! J se * 
free translation, as it may be applied hereafter to the correction of tb6 oar 
Join 7 of the Havas, of which race it contains a memorial- n-nfMarY 

~ cc I3y Ampumna* [the fulflHer of our desires] the eulardevi t l fc ^ te an a 
geid.Ha] of the race, by whose favour hidden treasures are * - 


reve 


: aled, 


litoral* v\ ff 
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whose power many Chohan kings have ruled the earth, of which 
lace was BhaonrdhunA who in the field of strife attained the desires of 
victoy. Of his race was the tribe of Hara, of which was Koolun ,§ of illustri¬ 
ous and pure descent in both races ^ whose fame was fair as the rajs of tho 
moon. From him was 3ypal } \\ who obtained the fruits of the good works 
of his former existence in the present garb of royalty; and whose 
subjects prayed they might never know another sovereign* From him was 
Deva raj,^[ the lord of the land, who gave whatever was desired and whose 
wish was to render mankind happy. He delighted in the dance and the song. 
His son was Burraj** whose frame was a piece of fire; who, in the field of 
battle, conquered renown from the princes of the [dhon-eswar], and dragged 
the spoils of victory from their pinnacled abodes. 

“From him were the lords of Bumaoda,* whose land yielded to them 
its fruits. From Deva-raj was JUt-pal^f who made the rebellious bow the 
head, or trod them under foot, as did Capila the sons of Sagara. From him 
was Kelhan , the chief of his tribe, whose son Koontnl resembled Dhermaraj ; 
he had a younger brother, called Deda. Of his wife, Rajuldevi, a son was 
born to Koontul, fair as the offspring of the ocean4 He was named Maha- 
c eva. He was [in wisdom] fathomless as the sea, and in batttlo immovable 
as . Soomeru 5 in gifts he was the Galpa vriesha of Indra. He laid the dust 
raised by the hoofs of hostile steeds, by the blood of his foe. The sword gvasp- 
c< in his extended arm dazzled the eye of his enemy, as when uplifted o’er 
the head of Umi Shah he rescued the Lord of Medpat, and dragged Kaitab 
Horn iis grasp, as is Chandra from Rahoo.§ He trod the Sooltan’s army 
uiviri oot, as does the ox the corn * even as did tho Danoos (demons) churn 
1 o(van, so did Mahadova the field of slrifo, seizing the gem (rbOw) of 
vjetory from the son of the King, and bestowing it on Kaitah, the lord of 


10 tl * Ah ° wealfch of tbp bie > ’ sucb are tho metapkorioal appellations amongst iho Uaj- 

O'nigram U i S r 0 3 O « 1 fmm ri ^A? ^ C ™' vle( } to K^nath («co p. 409 ), nnd son of |R;unsi, tho 
was in S. 18 porbapi hor ° designated as ‘the wealth of the boo.’ Thu 

(p. lloj P and (< w n fr ° f v| ? or ^ ’) mu ? fc bo prince familiarly called “Bango” in the anna la 
Sahana) 'jrandcon but the sou of Kooluu-thoic said U) h,vo taken Myal of 

#• fi fcbe . son oE Fango (p. 410), an 1 founder of Boondi, in S. 130$, oi A.D. 1342. 

who thon.-r^^T ? f , I)c va » beoarae i 0rd Of Bumaoda, by the abdication of his father. 
* IF - * , rds, ded at his Conquest at Bonn i—Bee p. 412. 

See n!,u Ve p CV )l0 n3 ’ <>We,t ' ° f whom ’ the co,ob «*ted Aloo ’Tara, euceodod to 

TdHiit U ’ !; i.e of dejoent, going back to Dewa Rit pal in all (rota. 
Bumaodo. spring o. one of tho twelvesonfc of Hur-raj, having Mynal us u fiof 


l? lp -ir Ohan(Urma (the moon), the offspring of 9imiidva (tho ocean).'* 

favourite inotui.1 mr i ? 71 ™?* 18 a T niale divinity, and eon of the ocean, which supplies a 

denoting tho ebb - a n ° 7h ! jV(iar ~~ the sea oxpanding with delight at tho sight of bis child, 
• This Umi Shall 0t ^ Water8> 


infamous "celobi'j^f^h C ^ a * r OI !^'J ,<3 tbo Bathan emperor Humayon, who onjoyml a aliorf and 
Kaitsi T *i lia de°, tho Hava prince of Mahanal, who takes the credit of 


rescuing prince ifnl • 1 “ a hadeo, tho Hava 

Mew r(, ledpeu) T °f " * — —^ r.s——u* 

ta?e, Which we sha'l r > *■*' *' ’ to tho lovers of legendary loro to learn, from a ain^ula: 
rescue to tho !« ;ua n . V " * l0n ,,Vc ?©t to Bumaoda, that* i£ on one occ tenm he owed H« 

in favour of his BonlX.oH* ' :J , anofcher ^ the life ho gave? and a> it is said ho abdic/itod 

Hfe (Jiva) t it is not uui;i e/ 1 : A Vh ' >UJ . ]l ' 3 conatffcucd Jiva-raj, or king (rrtg, while hew 
loi'd, he abandoned n. e Ji!;'* m otder to a.'One for the crime of treason tu hie i 
^ or Mynal, 


as vet in 
Bovorei »n 
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From the centre even to the skirts of space, did the fame of bissa teo r.s 
extend, pure a= curdled milk. He had a son, Doorjun, on whom he bestowed 
i.he title of Jiva-.raj!’ (Jeojraj ), who had two brothers, Soobutsal ana 
Cttml/iucarna,.*! 

“Here, at Mabanal, the lord of tho land, Mabudeva, made a vwidra, in 
whose variously-sculptured wall this treasure [the inscribed tablet] is conceal¬ 
ed. This (the temple) is an epitome of the universe, whose pinnacle («kra), 
sparkles like a gem- The mind of Mahadeva is bent on devotion in Mahanal, 
the emblem of Kylaa, where the Brahmins perform varied rites. While the 
science ol arms endures, may the renown of Mahadeva never perish; and 
until Ganges ceases to flow, and Soomeni to be immovable, may this memorial 
of Mahadeva, abide fixed at Mahanal. This invocation to Mahadeva was made 
h„ Mahadeva, and by the Bramin Dlmneswar, the dweller in Chutturkote 
(Ghee tore), was this prashi./tla composed: 

Arqa, Ooon, Chandra, Indu. 

‘‘The month of Bysak (raodi), tho seventh. By Viradhwul the architect 
(til/d), learned in tho works of architecture (sipasastra), was this templo 

Cr< ° The cryptographic date, contained in the above four words, is not the 
least curious part Of this inscription, to which I did not even look when 
composing the Boondi annals, and which is another of the.many powerful 
proofs T the general fidelity of their poetic chronicles. . 

1 Area is the son, and denotes the number 12 ; GW is the three principal 
p i sions of he mind ; and Chandra and Indu each stand for one: thus, 

A ran. Goon, Chandra, Indu. 

12. 3- I- 

ond this "concealed (aoapfa) treasure/’ alluded to in the inscription, must be 
St ither my expounder, or the silpi was out, and had 

T woe found R. 14 : 1 in a corner, we should never have known the value of 
,i ffc-asure. Many inscriptions are useless from their dates being thus 
I?- a( .callv expressed ; and I subjoin, in a note, a few of the magic runes, 
3 X may aid ' others to decipher them.f . Ll 

I was more successful in another inscription of Irno or Arnodeva (fern. 
A, Meo who appears to have held the entire Oopmnal as a fiel of Ajmere, 

'be Bijolli i nscription. OftM. .Hl.il W»7. 

’ T '.lere itVdlatfnot ty avowed that Mahadeva, having constituted his son Jiva-raj, passed 
W th0 708361 < ’ mbloBM ‘ fcio of C “ , ' SS> 

*°' 1 forget he W been a warrior. 

- f I».ftr (the moo*)... .•..••••• \ 

p,tkh.,’ (the two fortnights). y 

Kotru. (the three eyes of tiiva).. •* 

VaU (tho four holy b-wN)...... * 

(ihe five arrows of Can or Gup.d). o 

S ■/ ,.u : m , son- ons, of two months naoh). 6 

Jyludhtc (the seven HCas, or fcCmoodras). 7 

Sidb ...;••••;•;... q 

l)i r , (the ten qovners ol the globe). 10 

frMrw { a name of Siva). ; .:*7 ** 

Arqa (the a an).. . . 
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city ofSom-swar;” and the date is. 


termed' 


Anhui, Nund, Ind, Incl. 

3 . 9 . t 1 . 

Anhui 'fire) stands for three, denoting the third eye of Mahadeva, which 
is eventually to cause pralaya, or ‘ destruction.’ A T und stands for nine, or 
the no-nund of third ancient histories. Lulu, the -moon, (twice repeated ) is 
One, and the whole, read backwards, is S 1 193, °r A. D. 1137. 

. the mundur of Samarsi, we found the fragment of another inscrip¬ 
tion dated S. 12-2, and containing the eulogy of Samarsi and Arnoraj, lord 
ot the name of ‘‘Prithwiraj, who destroyed barbarians” and concluding’ with 
Sawunt Sing. b 

. ^ e H3°9> February. —We commenced our march at break of day, ajong 

the very crest of the Pathar ; but the thick woods through which lay our 
path did not allow us a peep at the plains of Medpat, until we reached the 
peak, where once stood the castle of Aloo Hava. But silent wore the walls 
of Bumaoda; desolation was in tl.o courts of Aloo Hara. We could trace 
however, the plan of this famed residence of a hero, which consisted of an 
exterior and an interior castle, the latter being a hundred and seventy cubits 
by a hundred and twelve. There are the ruins of three Jain temples, to 
biva llanuman. and Dhennaraja, the Hindu Minos; also three tanks, ono 
ot which was in excellent preservation. There aro likewise the remains of 
one hall, called the andhearl kolri, or Mark chamber,’ perhaps that in which 
j. oo (uccoiding to tradition) locked up his nephew, ho carried his feud into, 
tne uesort, ihe site commands an extensive view of the plains of Mewar. 
ana ot the arneo yhati (pass), down the side of the mountain, to the valley 
w.'oan«f°t <. Be ", ath) on a ledge of rock, guarding tho ascent, wfts the 
f g i n !“, S ‘l fc - Ue ° f 'J° glm Mafa ’’ P lace(1 011 thc ver y verge of the precipice, 
v®r oo.ving one of the noblest prospect in nature. The bill here forms 

tWheba U g a 'n g, t of cons 'derable depth, the sides scarped, lofty and wooded 
t . “ . J aU the plain below is covered with lofty trees, over whose tops 

d u '^ lt y\ ai nervela forms an umbrageous canopy, extending from rock to 
■ !| ’ a, [ l 1 Us superfluous supports were removed, it would form a svlvan 
nan, where twenty thousand men might assemble. 


Over this magnificent scenery, “our Queen of the Pass'* looks grimly 
own . but now there is neither foe to oppose, nor scion of Bumaoda to ruanh 
i could not learn exactly who had levelled the castle of Aloo Hara, although 
would appear to have been the act of the lord paramount of Cheetore, »m 
u use [and it is situated; it is m»w within the fief of Beygoo. W e have al* 
ea, y given one legend of Aloo; another from the epot may not bo unac¬ 
a V I** ° nG ^ 10 Uveuty ^ 0ur ca?i ^ es dependant on Bumaoda, resided Lallnji, 
nn( f v. h ^ oa had one daughter, in whose name ho sent the coco 
The fVyi\ IO S e "^ 0r d, the Rana of Cheetore; but the honour was declined, 
heir of Ch Was ^urning across the antri , when he encountered the 

holy man’s ^ °[t rctnfn ™g frum the chase, who, on learning the cans . of tho 
Qr,\f He ’ determined to remove it by takine the nuptial symbol him 
i 1 missed the priest. Mlihiy him he should soon appear to ch 


I ; ' * . / n ) I ? S °d the priest, telling him he 

bnde Accordingly ; witil a „ e3(!0rD t ;fittin3 


panied by a bard 


the 


n op 


‘scbrfc bi fitting the heir of ( 
a visit to tho Rana, ho set 


us 


•ut 


ore, and (veen 
for Bumaodi 


imtSTfiy 
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ons of 


'sen Bardai was a native of Benares, and happened to pass thro 
his way to Oath Bhooj, at the very period when all the sons 
rhyme” were under sentence of exile from Me war: a fate which wo frequently 
fin'd attending the fraternity in this country. The cause of this expatriation 
was as follows; an image of the deity had been discovered m clearing out 
the water:, of the lake, of a form so exqisitetly beautiful as to enchant every 
eye. But the position of the arms was singular: one pointed upwards, 
another downwards, a third horizontally toward* the observer, llie h..n 

m _ u . ennn f.hP dnSHOt Ol Jb 


another downwards, a tmra nonzon^i.jr - - ---- - 

writing on the wall could not have more appalled the despot of Baboon, than 
this «Ldinf fihutterbhooia. or ‘image of the fourarmed god The pro- 


motliof Ohutterbhooja, or ‘image of the fourarmed godThe pro¬ 
phetic seers were convened from all parts; but neither the Lhats nor 
Gharuns, nor even the cunning Brahmin, could interpret the prodigy; unUl 
at lontrfch the bard of the Jhurejas arrived and expounded the riddle. He 
shewed that the finder pointing upwards imported that there was one Im r , 
lord of heaven and that downwards was directed to the sovereign of pata 
* hell ) ■ whilst that which pointed to the Rana indicated that ha was lord ° 
the central region (med-pat), which being geographically correct, his _ inter 
pretation was approved, and met with such reward, that he,^ca ,ne t 4ed 
lardai, or chief hard to Hamir, who at his banned 

brethren, exacting in return SJtard th5 accompanied the heir of 

to no mortal but himself. into ' VaS ° e d The caatl ‘. of t ho Hura was 
Ghee tore to espouse the daughter of Bums »d . w castleha u 3> an d 

thronged ; tho sound of tni«fch an 1 . *?. rr | nr in S of the Haras, were 

the bards’, who from ft'l parts assembled to «ng th e glor^ 
loaded with gift*. Bheemsen could not withstand j a hug J bag 

lord of Pathnr, a horse richly capansonad splendid - « a , t 8 houg h 

of money: as the bard of the Haras (^o toM m be^t,l e b gga, 8 (mlgtcU} 
he bad more than ex Juseshe SU* the* gift 

nc ; ^ U 7.=' 

with tho troops of Uheetore, ana n . onrinff-hunt of the ahair* 

lately reigned. Falgoon approached, P ,0: f^her of the bride, 

»..W noet deferred, though f^toToti 

went with a chosen band to slay a boutto Gomi, in * H fight or 

but Kails' heard of it, and attacked them. A.hk e wepare^t 
the feast, the Hara accepted the unequal com , . t WOU nds< 

of the bride rushed on each other spear “^^^^»her the 

vassals bore, the bodies o ^ - ___* _ a while the virgin bride a 


,»aai*u-» bore tne uoaios vi -> 

Phuutorc on .1= other the! oTn'cumH on «<« 

tho d«d M^oOhcJ that tho imprecation >vm> pron 0 J ; h 

&& mfd £ZZ neve/meet at the spring hunt ,„ W 


Wi 


lid 


ensue 


We have 


oorded, in the annals of the Haras, * 
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OCeARldnB ; 
of Ran a Mokul 
gap. Thus;— 


and to complete their quatrain, they have n?ad* the defeat 
(said Koombho iu the Annals, see page *06) fiil u.p the 

lt Hamoo , Mokul marya 
Lain, Ji Junta Ran 
S oojah, Rutna senaaria 
Ajmuly Ural Ran.” 

In repeating these stanzas, the descendant of Aloo H m* may find some 
Consolation for the mental sufferings the endures, when he casts a glance 
upon the ruins of Buniaodaand its twenty-four subordinate castles, not one of 
which now contains a Hura : — 

“And taere they stand, us stands a lofty mind. 

Worn, but un-tonpiuv to tho busor crowd ; 

All tenantloas, save to thn cr;innyiag wind, 

Or holding oark communion W.tli the Cloud.” 

That these ruins make a powerful appeal to the Hara, I can prove, by 
letters i received in October last year, when in obedience to a mandate of 
the “Queen of the Pass/’ a band collected at her shrine to obey her beiicsc, 
whatever that might be. 

Extract fro n Alcbar ( newspaper), datei Boondi, October 1820. 

‘‘Warrants were sent to all the chiefs for their attendance at the capital 
to celebrate the festival of the Duserra b The whole of t he chiefs and landholders 
came, with the exeption of the Thakoors of Burr, who returned the follow* 
log reply:—‘We have received a communication {jpyytwi) from Sri Bhavani 
of Bumaoda, who commands us no longer to put the plough in tlm soil, but 
to sell our horses and our cattle, and with the amount to purchase sixty four* 
buffaloes and thirty-two uoats, for a general saciifice to Mataji , by ob. ying 
which we snail ro-possess Bumaoda/ Accordingly, no sooner was this known, 
than several others joined them, both from Boondi and ICoiah. The Thakoor 
of Burr had prepared dinner near the statue of Mata tor two hundred, instead 
of which five hundred assembled ; yet not only were they all abundantly 
satisfied, but some food remained, which convinced the people there that tho 
Story (the communication) was trui\ w 

'I 1 his was from Boondi;*.but the following was from my old, steady, and 
fruthtul Brahmin, Balgovind, who was actually on the spot, dated “Myna!, 1st 
Kartik:—A tew days ago, thero was a grand sacrifice to Jogini Mata, when 
thirty-one buffaloes and fifty three goats were slain. Upon to biikras (hr 
goats), three H tras tried their swords in vam ; they could uot touch a single 
hair, at which all were much surprised. These goats were aft rwards turned 
loose to feed wh ere they pleased, and were called amur (immortal). ? * 

^°t » com mem was made upon this, either by the sensible Balgo\ind or 
theAaix Gynaji, who was with him. There was, therefore, no time to be 
ost in preventing an explosion from five hundred brave Haras, deeming them- 
s Ives convened at the express command of Bhavani, to whom the sucri- 
nce proved thus acceptable ; and I sent to the Raja tu break u;> Urn party, 
»* r hich was effWd. It, however, shows what an easy matter it is to work 
^pon the credulity through thi feelings of these brave men. 

I left the spot, hallowed by many feelings towaids the silent walla of 
oiimadda. We wound our way down the rooky steep, giving a look tu the 
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^wwiicr of the maids of slaughter’ as we passed, and after a short passage 
Across the entrance of the valley, encamped in a fine grove of trees close to the 
town of Boygoo. The Rawut, descendant of ‘the black cloud’, came out to 
meet me; but he is yet a stranger to the happiness that awaits him-—the 
restoration of more than a half of his estate, which has been in the hands oi 
the i^ahratta Sindia since A*D, 1791. 


CHAPTER XV. 


Jfawoo. _ Serious accident to the author.—Affecting testimony of she gratitude 

of the R awnt.—Expulsion of the M ahrattas from Beygoo.— The estates 
of the R awut sequestrated,. — Restored. — Busste. — Cheetore.— Akbet s 
Lamp.’— Reflections upon the Ruins oj Cheetore.—Description of the 
city from the Khoman Rasa, and from observation.—Tour op the city . 
Origin of the B agrawul class. — Inscriptions.—Aged Fakir.— Return to 
Vodipoor. — Conclusion. 

Bewoo February 25th.—The chances were nine hundred and ninety-r*nb 
to one that I ever touched a pen again. Two days ago, 11started *ith »U 
the 'Wop and circumstance” befitting the occasion, to restore to the mei 
the land of his sires, of which force and fraud had conspired t0 ^ e P r ‘ v ® 
during more than thirty years. The purport of my visit being mark Uo*", 
the ‘sons of K&la-megh' assembled from all quarters; but honhar has agai 
interfi led. The old castle of Beygoo has a remarkably wide moat, acros* 
which there is a wooden bridge communicating with the town. The ‘JJjjT 
couriers of my cavalcade, with an elephant bearing the union, having „ 
ed and passed under the arched gateway, I followed, contrary to the Mahon^ 
advice, who said there certainly wt uld not bs space to adnut the elep - 
am : hovvda. But I heedlessly told him to drive on, and if he oould not P as * 
through to dismount. The hollow sound of the bridge, and the deep moat 
or, either side, alarmed the animal, and she darted forward with the celerity 
occasioned by fear, in spite of any effort to stop her. As I approached t 
gateway, I measured it with my eye, and expecting inevitable and n sta» 
taneous destruction, l planted my feet firmly against the howfkyinu w} 
v* :arms against the archway, and, by an almost preternatural effort or 
p' rentrth burst out the back of the howda : the elephant pursued bt-r ’p 
t S td I dropped .senseless on the bridge below The affectionate sym£ 
thins and ottmition of those around revived me, though they almost e ^ 
gnished the latent spark of life in raising me into my palp, and ca.ry r ^ 
to mv tent- f however, soon recovered my senses, though sadly bruised , 
the'escapo wa j in a twofold degree, miraculous • for, in avowing decoUatgb 
had I fallen half an inch more to ihcsiie, I should haye beeh ca ’^ frat ji 
projecting spikes of the gateway Mytent was s ,on fiH^ by the , 

F a i • . i.u. w h 0 deplore! the accident, and itwftswitn u* - 

leave the side of my 


and his brothern, 


ifc0 7iish- 


con'd get them to leave the side of mv pallet; but 
xpe.it when, two days after, going to fulfil my mission, I saw -he w \ jch 
way the work of Kala-Mcgh, reduced to a heap of nuns, th | fal ‘ c ii I found 


\\ 


r 'by, Mift WUIit Karo mv -- , 

'as conducted to the palace on an ample terrace, m 
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tie court of Boygoo ! TI 10 Rawut advances! and presented me ihe kieya* 
Teh having returned in his sovereign’s name, I deplored his rash destruc¬ 
tion of the gateway, blaming konlvir and my own want of boodh (wisdom), 
for the accident- But it was in vain : he declared he never could have look¬ 
ed upon it with complacency, since it had nearly deprived of life one who 
had given life to them. The restored <states had been mortgaged to old 
Sinaia for the payment of a war exaction, and the Rawut held r gul rly- 
•executed deeds, empowering him to recover them when tho contribution 
should be liquidated. When the ‘reign of justice* comm, need in these regi¬ 
ons, ho produced his bond ; he shewed that the exaction had Hen paid twice 
over, and demanded, through the intervention of ihe British agent, that Sin- 
dia should bo brought to a settlement, Tho replies and rejoinders Were end¬ 
less; and at length the Rawufcji, wearied out, one morning took the law into 
his own hands ; assaulted, carried, and, with tho loss of some lives, drove out 
the Mahrattas, who had built a castellated residence even under his eye- It 
was necessary for form-sake to punihs this act. which we would not prevent; 
and accordingly Bcygoo wa 3 put under sequestration, and the Rana’s flag 
was planted upon its walls. The chief submitted to a l with a cause so just, 
I made an excellent case against Sindia, who talked of papers which he 
never produced. Allowing, therefore, -some months more to elapse, we execut¬ 
ed the bond, and restored Beygoo to its rightful owner. 1 was tho more 
rejoiced at effecting this, as the Rawut had set tho example of signing thn 
deed of renunciation of May 1818, which was the commencement of the pros¬ 
perity of Me war. 

B ume } February 1 7th .—Compelled to travel in ray palfei, fu'l of aohcsaml 
a ds. I think this will complete tho disorganization of my frame; but I 
must reserve the little strength I have for Cheetore, and, coule qui coutc, 
climb up and take * farewell look, 

Cheetore . —My heart beat high as T approached tho ancient capital of the 
SeesoduM, teeming with reminiscences of glory, which every 3tono in her 
giant- likhlca/j^ara (battlements) attested. It was from this side that tho 
imperial hosts under Alla and Akber advanced to force the descendant of 
Kuna to do homage to their power. How the summons was answered, the 
deeds of Ranas LJisi and Pratap havo already told. But there was one relio 
of the last day ” of Cheetore, which I visited in this morning’s march, 
that will immortalize the field whore the greatest monarch that India ( per¬ 
haps Asia) ever had, erected the green banner of the faith, ami pitched bin 
j^nt, around which his legions were marshalled for the reduction of the city. 
*hia still perfect monument . is a fine pyramidal column, called by some the 
^'W(/ drtn, and the others kkber ca dem^ both having the same moaning, 
Akber’a lamp/ It is formed of largo blocks of compact lime stone, ad¬ 
mirably put together, about thirty-five' feet high, each face being twelve fedn 
I* 1 £ base, and gradually tapering to tho summit, where it is between throe 
n,( J ll > p nd on which was placed a huge lam; (chetw-g/ , that serve 1 s a 
beacon lo the foragers, or denoted the imperial head- quartern An 
s aire.asc leads to the top • but, although t had tho strongest ihairo 
the steps trodden no doubt by Ak ber ; s feet, tho power is not uhedie 
W1 » au(i * wa5J °bliged to continue my journey, passing through the 
as they term the lower town of Cheetore. Here I got out of my p 
ventured the nseemfc. not nn« but five gibes, upon the same 
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) climb 
1the 
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but with this difference, that I had no hotfda to encase me and 
prevent my ?!;ding off, it' I found any impediment; nevertheless, in passing 
under each successive portal, I felt an involuntary tendency to stoop, though 
there was a superfluity of room over head. I hastened to my bcMa , 
pitched upon the margin of the Sim/a coond, or ‘fountain of the sun ’ and 
with the wrecks of ages around me, I abandoned myself to contemplation. 
I gazed until the sun’s last beam fall upon “ the ringlet of Choetore, ilia- 
min;• tin its gray and grief-worn aspect, like a lambent gleam lighting up 
the face of sorrow. Who could look on this lonely, this majestic column, 
which tells, in language more easy of interpretation than the tablets within, of 

deeds which should not pass away, 


And names that must not wither, 

and withhold a sigh for its departed glories ? But in vain I dipped my pen 
to embody my thoughts in language ; for, wherever the eye fell, it filled (be 
mind with images of the past, a. d ideas rushed too tumultuously to be re¬ 
corded In obis mood I continued for some time, gazing listlessly, until tn 
shades of evening gradually enshrouded the temples, columns, and palaces 
and as I folded up my paper till the morrow, the words of the prophetic bar 
of Israel came forcibly to my recollection: How doth the citysit sohtary 
that was full of people 1 how is she become a wide w ! she, that was gr^t 
among nations, and princess among provinces, ho.v 19 she 

tributary O wilb refleo tio», I'M “ «!" 

2?3 tt r .on the forehead of A vini (the’earth) 
S i. within thi grasp of no foe, nor can the vassals o iu ^ ^ 

sentiments of fear. Gang* flows from its summit; and so intricate are its 
parts of ascent, that though you might find entrance, there would be no hope 
to return. Its towers of defence are planted on the rock, nor can their in¬ 
mates even in sleep know alarm. Its kofars (granaries j are well filled, aim 
itsrcH'w-.uirs f.mn'aii.s, and wells, aro overflowing. Ramachandra himselt 
here dwelt twelve years. There are eighty four bazaars, many schools for 
ohildr.-n and oolle/os for every kind of learning; many soribes (tyot) of the 
Beedur tribe, and the eighteen varieties of artisans (Here follows an enu¬ 
meration of all the trees, shrubs, and flowers, with.n and surrounding the 
fort 1 • Of ail the Gehloto is sovereign (dhanm), served by numerous 
tr00 pa, both home and foot, and by all the "thirty-MX tribes of Rajpoots, of 

Avbicb U* is the ornament) 0hate( culian Bcngav), 

Tli» Khoman Basa, or story of Rawut Khoman, was composed in the 
ri dh cei.t.irv ami the poet has not exaggerated: for of all the royal abed 
rif In iia none could compote with Cheotore before she became a wtdov . 


•rripoce wun . 

[he Ram for a simple prose description, C heefcor 


nV i<t • , U mh>n the Jiasa ror a simp** i ^ ^ 

siBimt,.-.! on -m i'.dated rook of the same f-rmation as the l athar, whence 

a I out thv.e mil,,, leaving a fertde valley between, m which are the 
estate, of Reejipoor, Gwalior, and part of Brygoo, studded with g | fcbo 
till waste rhroujh long-continued oppression. The general direction_ 
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ia from S.S.W, to N.N.E.; the internal length o:t tho summit being 
three miles and two furlongs, and the greatest central breadth twelve hun¬ 
dred yards. The circumference of the hill at its base, which is fringed with 
deep woods, extending to the summit, and in which lurk tigers, deers, hogs, 
and even lions, is somewhere above eight miles, and the angles of asceut 
to its scarped summit about 45°. The Tufaifi, or lower town, b on the 
west side, which in some places presents a double scarp, and this side 
is crowded with splendid objects : the triumphal column, the palaces 
of Ohitrung Mori, of Rana Raemul, the huge temple of Rana. Mokul, 
the hundred pinnacles of the acropolis of the Ghelotes, and last not 
least, the mansions of Jeimui and Putto, built on a projecting point, are 
amongst the most remarkable monuments overlooks g the plain. The great 
length of Oheetore, and the uniformity of the level crest, detract from its 
height, w hich in no part exceeds four hundred feet, and that only towards 
the north. In the centre of tho eastern face, at “the gate of the 3 un ,> 
(S oorajpol), it is less than three hundred, and at the southern extremity, the 
rock is so narrow as to be embraced by an immence demidun\ commanding 
the hill called Cheefcore, not more than one hundred and fifty yards distant; 
it is connected with Oheetore, but lower, and judiciously left out of its cir- 
cumvallation. Still it is a weak point, of which the invader has availed 
himself. On this, Madaji Sindia raised his batteries, when called on by tho 
Rana to expel his rebellious vassal of Saloombra (Vo!. I. p. 296). The 
Mahratfca’s batteries, as well as the zigzag lines of his ascent, indicate that, 
even in S. 1848 ^A.D. 1792), he had the aid of no unskilful engineer. Fiom 
this point, the Tatar Alla stormed, and to him they attribute Oheetore al¬ 
together, alleging that he raised it by artificial means, ‘'commencing with a 
copper for every basket of earth, and at length ending with a piece of gold. 1 ' 
it would, indeed, have taken the twelve years, assigned by tradition to 
Alla’s siege, to have effected this, though there cannot bo a doubt that ho 
greatly augmented it, and planted there his munjaneekat, or batatas, 
m the same manner as ho did not reduce the fortress of Rayn, near 
Riiithumbor. 

Having wandered for two or three days amongst the ruins, I commenced 
a regular plan of the whole, going to work trigonometrically, and laying 
every temple cr object that still retained a name, or hod any 


wn 


I then descended with the perambulator and uuuio 


do 

tradition attached to it. 
the circuit. 

The fiist lateral cut of ascent is in a line duo north, and before another 
angle, you pass through three separate gates; between the last of which, 
distinctively called the foota dwant, or ‘ broken door,’ ami the fourth, the 
laymrtxanpol (porte), is a sj ot forever sacred in tho history of Oheetore, 
* ^ro its immortal defenders, Jcitnul and Putto, met their death. There is 
a 8 * J -v t 0 ? n,) ^ a rh to the memory of the former, while a sacrificial Joojarh, 
011 ^ l w ' 19 ‘ Oulpturcd the effigy of a warrior *n horseback, lance in hand, 
reiniw 3 t *e Secsodia whore ftll the stripling chief of Arnnit. Neai these is 
c.not er cenotaph, a simple dome supported by light elegant columns, and 
covering an altar to the manes of the martvr, Ragoode the deified rratra of 
1 if; u** ' SCe After passing three more barriers, we reach the Rampol, 

which crowns the whole, and leads into a noble Durrikhaneh, or ‘hall of 
assemb.y, ^vhere the princes of Qhdtfcore met on grand occasions; and it was 
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hall that the gonitis of Cheetore is 3aid to have revealed to 
XTr-ifllm hi'i glory was departing. On a compartment of the Rampol, wo 
found an interdict inscribed by tba rebel Bheem of Salppmbra, who appears 
to have been determined to place upon his own head tho mor of Cheetore, so 
nobly renounced by his anctstor Chonda many centuries before, ibis was, 
however, set up when he was yet loyal, and in his sovereing’s name as well as 
h e own “abolishing forced labour from the towns-people, and likewise dmd 
or contribution concluding with a grant of land to a patriotic carpenter o! 
Gosoonda, who had, at his own expense, furnished the Rampol with a new 
E ate: the cow and hog are attesting witnessess to the deed. The next building 
I came to, as T skirted the western face in a southerly direction, was a small 
antique temple to Toolsi Bhavani, the divinity of the scribes, adjoining tho 
Topr-Vhaneh Ghaori, a square for the park, where a few old cannon the relics 
of tb plunder of Cheetore, still remain. The habitation of the Purohitc or 
chief priests of the Ran as, a plain, commodious, and substantial edifice, was 
the next ■ and close by was that of the Husain, or master of the horse, witn 
several others of the chief household officers. But the first imposing edifico 
is that termed Nolakha B indar. This is a small citadel m itself, with massiife 
lofty walls, and towers built entirely of ancient ruins. Its name^ouW im¬ 
port that it was a receptacle (bindar) for treasure, though it is ^><Uo hayo 
been tho residence of the usurper Bunboer At the narth-easteru con.eUb 
lias a little temple, richly sculptured, called the Sengar Chaori. Ftomm \ 
nass on to the place of the Hanas, which, though attributed to Raemu , . 
the same character as these of a much higher antiquity, ^j, 13 P ’ n °^'Tand 
,.,d it excellent taste, the only ornament being its crenated battlement, ana 
gives a good id, a of the domestic architecture of the Rajpootslouganfcei 1 
l the intrusion of the Islamite amongst them. The wilted chamber,£ 
jfoting vokra or balcony, and the gentle exterior slope or teWtfte walls, 
lend a character of originality to all the ancient stiuctuies 0 1 

industrious Ghassi made sketches for me of all their domestic dwelling?, frjm 
the ancient abode of Chitmng Mon, down to the mabls of Jeimut aud l utto. 
A court-yard surrounds tho place, in which there is a small temple to Dcojni, 
tiirou'jh whoso interposition Rana Sanga effected a l his 
unknown divinity I find is styled one of the ekven Ulla* or Mahabedians 
i-iearnatc in the person of a celebrated warrior, napu d Bhoj, whose falhir 
-,vas a Chohan, and bis mother of the Goojur tribe, Deo will add another to 
t.ho m any talcs of superstition which are listened to with reverence and I 
dr, - ',<< iieralj v with belief. The incarnate Bagrawut while on his way 
to rfven/e an ancient feud with the Purihars of Ran Binai, approached 
Ch 'ftn'-e and Rana Sunga, aware of hi3 sanctity, paid him all the due 
of 1 osn’i'alitv • in return for this the Deoji bestowed a charm upon Sangn jiy 
me-.us of wifidb so long as he followed the prescribed injunctions, ' mtory 
was"always ?o attend his steps. It was placed in a small bag, and to be worn 
. i t ijQ . but he was warned against allowing it to turn towards th 

hack The Deo had the power of raising the dead, and in order to saow e 
back, jbtjjeo •i into his hand a peacock’s feather, with 

bioh havin'/ [ou-hed alPwho were then living dead in Cheetore, they wero 
J Z fifc, With this new proof of Deoji’s power, Rana Sanga went 


resfcorofl 
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to pursue his conquests, which had extended- to tBe fortress of Biana, 
when one day, while bathing in the peela k linl, the charm slipped round, and 
atraight a voice was heard, saying, his “mortal feo was at hand !” So in pris¬ 
ed arc the Seesodias with the truth of this tale, that Deoji has obtained a 
distinguished niche in their Pantheon ; nor in ali thoir poverty has oil been, 
wanting for the lamp which is constantly burning before the Bagrav. i: A - oG :*■ 
tain, whose effigy, on a horse painted blue, and lance in hand, still attracts 
their homage. To buy golden opinions, I placed three pieoes ot silver on the 
altar of the saint, in the name of the brave Sanga, the worthy antagonist of 
Bab^r, the ‘‘immortal foe,” who at the peela-khal at Biana destroyed the 
charm of the Deoji. 

On leaving the court of Rana Raemul, we reach two immense temples 
dedicated to the black god of Vrij • one being erected by Rana Khombo, the 
ofchnr by his celebrated wife, the chief poetess of that age, Meera Bae, to the 
gbd of her idolatry, Shamnath. We have elsewhere mentioned the ecstasies 
of this fair votary of the Apollo of the Yamuna, who even danced before his 
shrine, in which her last moments were passed : and, to complete the picture, 
so entirely were the offusions both of her heart and pen approved, that “the 
god descended from his pedestal and gave h£r an embrace, which extricated 
the Spark of life. * Welcome, Meera/ said the lover of Radha ! and her soul 
wAs absorbed in to his j” This rhapsody is worthy of the fair authoress of the 
Ti-ka, or sequel to the Oita Oovind , which is said not to be Unworthy even of 
Jydeva. 

Both these temples are entirely constructed from the wrecks of mere 
and nt Shrine, said to have been brought from the ruins of a city of remote 
Antiquity, called Nagara, threb coss northward of Ohcetorc.* Near there 
tetfiplos bf Koomb-Sham are two reservoirs, built of large blocks, each one 
hundred and tVenty-five feet long by fifty wide, and fifty deop, said to have 
been excavated on the marriage of the Ruby of Mewar. to Aehil Kheechio 
of Garowri, and filled with oil ^nd ghee , which were served out to the nume¬ 
rous attendants on that occasion. 

We are now in the vicinity of the KJicerut Khumb, the pillar erected by 
Rana Khoombo on his defeat of the combined armies of MaUva and Guzzerat. 
Thb only thing in India to compare with this is the Koottib Mvtvar at Delhi*; 
but though much higher, it is of a very inferior character. Th : s column is 
one hundred and twenty-two feet in height, the breadth of each face at the 
base is thirty-five feet, and at the summit, immediately under the oupola, 
seventeen feet and a half. It Stands on an ample terrace, forty-two feet 
8f Rnre. It has nine distinct stories, with openings at every face of each 
story, and all these doors have colonnaded proticos ; but it is imp-sib!e to 
describe it; and therefore a rough outline, v hich will shew Ghassi’a n turn 
‘of pcMpcctive, must suffice. It is built chiefly of oompaefc line stone and the 
quartz rock on which it stands, which takes tho. liigest polish : infhv 1 <b» < ? 
are portions possessing the hardness, and xhihith g the fracture, of jasper.. 
It is one mass of sculpture; of which abetter idea cannot be conveyed than 
io the remark of chose who dwell about it, that it contains - very object 
known tofh*ir mythology. The ninth khmul, or Vtory/which, as I have 


I trust I 


his liny lie put to the pro >f : for 1 think it will 
which I have long been ,* H SOA n-h; and which gave rise to t 
Chectare v.$* ’of Tkxfta Porus ( the Pi/a>)?. 


prr 


to he T' 
notation b 


orbori that 





%! 


PERSONAL NARRATIVE. 


seventeen feet and a-half square, has numerous coiumns supporting 

. ~ ^aul’ i Q which i3 sculptured Kanya in the rdsmandalo, (celestial sphere), 

surrounded by the gopit, or muses, each holding a musical instrument, and 
a d icing attitude. Beneath this is a richly carved scroll fringed with the 
tm'u the phenieopteros of ornithology. Around this chamber had been ar- 
•unged on black marble table, the whole genealogy of the lianas of Ghee- 
tore- but the Goths have broken or defaced all, save one slab, contamng the 

tV -° s!ocal72* “Shaking the earth, the lords of Goojur-khand and Maiwa, 
both the" sultans, with armies overwhelming as the ocean, invaded Medpat. 
lvoombkurn reflected lustre on the land : to what point can we exalt his. 
renown » In the midst of the armies of his foe, Khoombo was as a tiger, 
or as a flame in a dry forest.” 

Q! 0Cllj 283 • “While the sun continues to warm the earth, so long may 
the fame of Khoombo Rana endure. While the icy mountains (lawagir) of 
the north rest upon their base, or solong as Himacbil is stationary, while ocean 
continues to form a garland round the neck of Aw ini (the earth), so long may 
Khooiubo’s glory be perpetuated! May the varied history of his sway and the 
splendour of his dominion last for ever! Seven years had elapsed beyond 
fifteen hundred when Rana Khombo placed this ringlet on the forehead of 
Cheetore. Sp irkling like the rays of the rising sun, is the to run, rising like 

“'ieof Briab. founded, and this year, VM- 
paiu-nr (Thursday), the 10th tith and Pookhia Nikshttra, in the month of 
$ a *b on the immoveable Chutterkote, this Kluerut stambha was finished. 
Wh it does it resemble, which makes Cheetore look down on Meru with 
H , Again, what does Chutterkote resemble from whoso summit the 

fountains are ever flowing, the circular diadem on whose crest is beauteous to 
Serve; abounding in temples to the Almighty, planted with odoriferous 
tr e9 ' to which myriads of bees resort, and where soft zephyrs love to play, 
This ’ immoveable * fortress ( AchiLdoorga) was formed by Maha-Indra’s own 

Il!i ld »Io\v ma- 1 ' more docas there may have been, of which this is the 
JS3d^ we can onlv conjecture ; though this would aeein to be the 

V,1 “ d Thl vmw from this elevated spot was superb extending far into the 
i iniho nf Mfil -ya The lightning struck and injured the dome some year* 

“ i; ,: 3, SS.% *«*. »•: *• 

Sd ha.o woled thM-am «*• « f “P ** ,»» ? 3k1 
(J.epui na uees 0T near a million sterling ; and this is only 

twite many in»gnifi.dent works of Rana Khoombo within Cheetore ; the 
femrilcs to Criflhna, the lake called Coorm S at/nr, the temple and fountain to 
Kookreoo Mahadeo, having been erected by liim. He also raised the stupen¬ 
dous fortifications of Komuimer, to which place the seat of g.iyernment was 
transfen ed It is asserted that the immense wealth in jewels appertaining t 
tb^ prinoes of Guzzerat, was captured by Mahomed Begra, when he took 
• r /,rnn , t -r whetiflo ho carried forty thousand captives* . 

Near ’this is the grand temple of Bramha, erected also by Khoombo in 
honour of Lis father Mokul, whoso name it bears and „ ^deisj 

.abject of veneration within. It would seem as if Khoombo had been a o 



^ : %i0^inppin^ the Creator alone; though his inspired wife. Meera Bae. seem* 
to have drawn a portion of his regard to Mooralidhar y * he who holds the 
flute.’ Adjoining the shrine of the great spirit, is the CharlagJi, where tho 
ashes of the heroes, from Bappa down to the founder of Oodipoor, are en¬ 
tombed. Many possessed great external interest;but I was forced to be con¬ 
tent with what I saw, for the chronicle is dead. 

Through these abodes of silence, a rugged path leads to a sequestered 
spot in a deep cleft of the rook, where there is a living, fountain, Called tho 
gao-mookii, or *cow‘s moutn/ unde:- th > shade of an umbrageous burr tree. 
On one side of the del B ,he subterranean channel called Rtim-bindar, which, 
it is said, leads to suites of chambers in 1 V' ivek. This was the scene of the 
awful johur , on the occasion of Alia sinking •'■Invu . , when 1 ho nu-.on pe¬ 
rished in the flames; on which the cavern’s mouth was <:! 

Still ascending, I visit--d the edifices iru a- : at'i. r Bimui .5 at-to, and 
the 3hrine of Kalka Devi, esteemed one of the mast anci nt of Ghcetuiv, 
existing since the time of the Mori, the dynasty prior to the (xholote. But 
the only inscription I discovered was the following : 

"S. 1574 Magh (sudi) 5th, tho Revati Nikshitra, the j^tone-cutters Kaloo, 
Kaimer, and thirty-six others (whose names are added \ enlarged the fountain 
of the sun (suryacooadcO, adjacent io the temple of Kalka Devi. 1 ' Thence I 
passed to the vaulted cenotaph of Chonda, the founder of tho Ohonc’awuts, 
who surrendered his birthright to please his aged sire. A little farther, arc 
the mahls of Rana Bheem and Pudmani. Beyond this, within a stone enclo¬ 
sure, is the place where the victorious Khoombo confined the king of 
Mai wa ; and touching it i 3 the mahl of the Raos of Rarapura. 

Further south i 9 a spot, of deep in teres* ; the tank and place of Cbilrung 
Mori, the ancient Puar lord of Gheetore, whoso inscription I have aheady 
given. The interior sides of tin t*nk are divided int > sculptured com pay¬ 
ments, in very good taste, but not to bo compaied with the works ac Barolli, 
though doubtless executed under same family. Being now within two hundred 
years of the southern bastion, I returned by the mahls of the oj»cc vassals of 
Gheetore, viz. Sirohi, Boon :k Sont, Lunavvarra, to the Ohaor >n } or ‘field of 
Mars’ where the military festival of tho Duserra is yet he!r>y th slender 
garrison of Cheetore. 01 <js-> to it is a noble reservoir of hundred and thirty 
feet in length, sixty five in width, and forty seven in depth. It is lined with 
fmmense sculptured masses of masonary, and tilled with water. 

Higher up, and nearly about the Centre, is a remarkable square pillar, 
called the khowasin-stkamhari column ). It is seventy-five feet and a half in 
height, thirty feet in diameter at the base, and fifteen at the top and covered 
with Jain figures. It is very ancient, and I found a fragment of inscription nt 
its ba-o, which shews that it was dedicated to Adinath, the first the 
twenty-four Jain pontiffs: ‘‘By Sri Adinath, and the twenty-four Jin- 
eswara, Poomlarica, Ganesa, Surya, and the nine planets, may you be pie- 
served ! S. 952 (A. D. 896) Bysak (end!) tlm 30th, Glinear (Thursday). ' 

I found also another old inscription near the very antique tempi 
Kookr-eswar Mahadeo:—“8. hll, Mab sood 5th, VrishpatWir (Thursday)/ 
A. D. 755, Raja Koorkr-es war erected this temple and eveavatod thi 
fountain*’' g 

There are many Jain Inscriptions, but amidst the heaps of rtiinS I wa# 
pQt fortunate enough to make any important discovery* One in tl d 1 .inipld 
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tfritnath was as follows: tl S. 1505 (A. D. 1449), Sri Maharana M 
Paose son Koom’kir n's treasurer, by name Sah Kolab, his son Binderri 
butna, and wife Lv'uiunduvi, erected this shrine to the Suntnath. The chief 
;f the Khartra-gutcha, Jinraj Soor and apparent successor, Sri Jin Ohandra 
Sonr ji, made this writing.” 

Close to the Sporoj pol , or gate in the centre of the eastern face, is an 
altar to the Manes of 6uheedas, the chief of the Chondawuts, who fell at his 
post, the gate of the sun, when the city was sacked by Bahadoor Shah. 

At the r.orth western face is a castle complete within itself, the. walls 
and to>vers of which are of a peculiar form, and denotea high antiquity. 
This is said to be the ancient palace of the Moris and the first Ranas of 
Ghee tore. But it is time to close this description, which I do by observing, 
that one cannot move a step without treading on some fragment of the 
olden times: 

‘‘Columns strewn, and statneB fallen and cleft, 

Ueupeci like a host, in battle overthrown ” 

Before, however, I quit this spot, hallowed by these remains, I ma J. 
mention having seen a being who, if there is any truth in Chutterkote, mua^ 
be a hundred and sixty years old. This wonder is a lakir, who has con* ^ 
tanfcly inhabited the temples, within the memory of the oldest inhabitants , 
and there is one carpenter, now upwards, Of ninety, who recollects ba a ji 
as :iT) old man and the terror of the 'children.” To me he did not appeo. 
above seventy. I found him deeply engaged at pachcesi with one ot tne 
townsfolk. When I was introduced to this extraordinary personage, 1 
looked up at me for an instant, and exclaiming, “ what does he want here 
tniiotdv resun: d his game. When it was finished, I presented my mtz 7 .ui 
the inspired (for madness and inspiration are here synonymous), which nc 
threw amongst tho byetandors, and bolted over the rums, dragging throngu 
the brambles a fine shawl some one had presented to him, and which, becon 
ing an impediment, he left there. In these moods none durst molest him, 
and when inclined for food or pastime, his wants were quickiv sappiJc j 
For one moment I got him to cast his mental eye baok upon the past, ana 
he mentioned something of Adina Beg and the Punjab (of which they say ne 
was au inhabitant); but the oracle deigned nothing farther. 

Oodipoor, 


uoawoor, March 9th , 1822.—Here I am once more in the capital ot 
Hindupati (chief of the Hindu race), from which no occurrence shall mov 
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my residence at Oodipoor; more delicious or more abundant fruit 
I never saw. The stones of these T again put in the new garden at Mairtn 
and fchese again exhibit fruit, but it. will require another year to prove whe¬ 
ther they maintain the character they held in the plains of Rarew, or in thr 
city. The vegetables were equally thriving: I never saw finer crops of 
Prusssian-blues, of kolu 9 phool-fcolris, or cabbages and caulm flowers cebry, 
and all that belongs to the kitchen-garden and which :ny Rajpoot 
friends declare far superior to their indigenous race of sae y or greens, the 
Dewanji ( Rana ) has monopolized the celery, which he pronounces ihe 
prince of vegetables. I had also got my cutter for the Ooditagur , and wo 
promised ourselves many delightful days, sailing amidst its iskt; and fish- 
hing in its stream. “But in all this was there van:‘y:“—poor Carry lies 
under the sod • Duncan has been struggling on, • nd i just shout to depart 
for the Cape of Good Hope ; Patrick, who was left at Kotab, writes me dis¬ 
mal account of his health and his solitude, and I am left almost alone, the 
ghost ot what I was. T looked on all the work that my hands had wrought, 
and on the labour I had laboured to do • and behold all wa^ vanity and vexa¬ 
tion of spirit !” And such I fear will it prove with more important 
works than these amusements of the hour ; but it were certain death to at ay, 
and the doctor insists on my sending in s< a sick certificate/! and putting mv 
house in order for departure. The month of May is fixed, a resolution 
which has filled the Rana with grief • but he “gives nio leave only for three 
years, and his sister, Chandji Bae, desires me to bring back a wife that 3 ho 
may love/’ 

I would willingly have dispensed with the honours of a public entree : 
but here, even health must bend to forms and the laws of the Rajpoots ,nnd 
the Rana, Prince Jowan Sing, and all the S esodia chivalry, advanced to 
wetcome our return. Ap gurh ciya ! “you have come home!” was th > simple 
and heartfelt expression of the Rana, as he received my reverential salaam ; 
nut he kindly looked round, and missed my companions, for Waugh Sahib 
and Doctor Sahib were both great favourites: and, Iasi not least.'"when he 
saw me bestride .Tavadia, he asked, “where was Baj-raj’l but the “royal- 
steed" (his gift) wa$ no more, and lies entombed at Kotah. “ liar ! hue 1 
alast alas! (exclaimed Prithwinath); hurra soch pun halamavJc k die, “greet 
grief^ for he was a good man.** The virtues o( Bajraj were the subject of 
conversation until we reached the'gate of the sun 1 ^ocrajpol)*, when the 
Rana ‘gave me leave to go h >me/’ and he continued his promenade. 

Bajraj was worthy of such notice ar.d of his name : he was p rf cikm, 
and so general a favourite, that his death was deemed a pub ic misfomiue, 
for he was as well known throughout all these regions as his master. The 
general yell of sorrow that burst from all ray sepoys and establishment on 
that event, was astounding, and the whole camp attended his obsequies • 
many were woeping, and when they began to throw the earth upon the fihe 
beast, wrapped up in his body clothes, his sues (groom) threw himself into his 
grave, and was quite frantic with grief. I, cut some locks off his mane in 
remembrance of the noblest beast I ever crossed, and in a. f wd^ys 1 obser¬ 
ved many huge stones near the spot, which‘be fore T left Kotah pr w into a 
noble cfiabootra, or ‘altar of hewn stone about twenty feet square and four 

f bi&MIc or mnnih , js th« dimiuutiye of irua. 
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t , t high, on which was placed the effigy of JBsjraj large an life sculptured 
cuC 0 f one block of free-stone. I was grateful! for the attention, but the Old 
v -f/eut had caught the infection, and evinced hi3 sense of the worth ot Uaj- 
rai bv a touib such as his master connot expect; but in this case perhaps I 
divided the interest, though there was no prince of Rajwarra more proud o 
hts st ud than the blind chief of Kotah. From the days of the Ramins to 
Dewa-Bango of Boom i, many a war has been waged for a horse, nor can we 
better declare the relative e-timation of the noble animal, than in the words 
of that stalwart Haj-a to the Lodi king; “there are three things you must 
not ask of a Rajpoot, his horse, his mistress or his sword. 

In a few days, I shall have the capital for the villa of the Haia Rani, 
sister of the Kotah prince, and whose bracelet also I have had, the symbol ol 
adoption as her brother. To all their customs to all thett pympathies and 
numerous act, of courtesy and kindness, which have made this r.ot a st^nge 
land to me lam about to bid farewell; whether a final one, is written 
that book,’which for wise purposes is sealed to mortal vision ; but w^ev 
go, whatever days I may number, nor place, nor time can ever weaken, 
4 r I,,- the remembrance of the valley ot Oodipoor* ___ 
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Letter from Raja Jcy Sing of Amber to Rana Singram Sing of 
Me war, regarding Edur. 

Sri Ramji/ 

Ski Sketa Ramji, 

Wiien I wan in tho presence at Oodipoor, yon commanded I that Me* 
war was my home, and that Edur was the portico of Mewar, ami t«» watch 
the occasion for obtaining it. From that timo I have been on tho lookout. 
Your agent, Myaram, 1ms again written regarding it, aud Dilput Rae read 
*--he letter to mo verbatim, on which I talke i over tho matter with Mahaiaj* 
Abht 3 S.ng, who acquiescing in all your views, has made a nuzzur of tho 
porgnn. ua to you, aud his writ ting to this offect accompanies this letter. 

The -Maharaja A.bhe Sing putims that you will so manage that the 
occupant Am tn d Sing docs not escape alivo ; as, without his death your 
possession will bo stable :J this is ia your hands. It is my wish, also, 
tlit you would go in P*- arson, or if you deorn this inexpedient, command the 
Dhabhao Nuggo, placing » respect ible force uuder his orders, arm having 
bluokod up all tho passes, yo».,, may then slay him. Above all thi gs let 
him not escape—let this be guarai 0 ( j a ^ a j ns t 

Asar badi 7 th (22d of tho first m. ?uth o( the mou 800 n) f S. 1784 (A.D. 
172&). E xv k Lot 4 -* 

The Porgunna of Edur is iu Maharaj** Abhe Sing’s jagho^r, who 
makes a nuzzur of it to the Hiwoor ; should it H© granted to any other, 
take care the Jluniu&clar never gains possession. 

8 th. S., 1784. - 

No. II. 

TREATY between tho Honourable Euglioh East-India Company ana 
Alalia Raja Maim Sing Buhadoor, Raja of Joudpoor, represented by 
the Koowur Regent Joograj Mnhnraj Koowur OhutterSmg Buha¬ 
door, concluded by Air. Charles Theophilus Metcalf on the part of 
tho Honourable Company, iu virtue of powers granted by Ina Ex- 
celleucy the Most Noble the Alarquess of Hastiues. K G., Governor 
General, and by Byaa Bishen Ram and Byaa Ubh c Kam on tho 
part of Maharaja Maun Sing Buhadoor, in virtue of full powers 
granted by the Maharaja and Joogri Maharaj Koour aforesaid. 

First Article.— There shall ho perpetual friendship, alliance, aud 
unity of interest between the Honourable English East-India Com¬ 
pany and Maharaj Maun Sing and his heirs and successors ; and the 
friends and Emmies of one party shall bo friends and enemioB of both. 

Second Article. — The British Goyernment engages to protect the 
principality and territory of Jondpqor. .... 

Third Article.— Maharaja Alauu Sing and nin heirs and successors 
Will «c in subordinate co-operation with tho British Government, aud 
acknowledge its supremacy ; and will not have any connection viih 

other chiefs and states. ...... . ... 

Fourth Article.- The Maharaja and his heirs nuu successors will 
not enter ifito negotiation with any chief or stale without the know¬ 
ledge and san< lion of tho Btitisli Government. But lus usual aroicalnc 
correspondence with friends and relation* shall continue. 

Fifth Article. — The Maharaia and his heirs and successors wul not 
coinmit aggressions ou any one If by accident disputes arise with <iM 
one, they shall be submitted to tho arbitration and award of the British 
Government. _ .. - - - -,_- 

• R H m aud Soota, whom the prince invokes, aro tho 
the Suohwaba race of which Raja Joy Sing is the head, 
tho usual string of introductory compliments. 

f These terms completely illustiate the superior character in which 
the Raima of Mewar were held by the tvro princes next in dignity - uni m 
Rajpootana a century ago. 

t This deep anxiety is abundantly explained »y looking ai tho pnncu- 
1< gical s’ip of the Rahtoros, at pu„u <T. wh :ni will be nc.j ihfti Auund 
SiOj/, whom tho \ arricidal Abbyo Sing isao anxious to to nu ot, is bn own 
hrotuci, inti cout of «.ny parbicipuniun that crmio and u'rw is tut t 
xfthough, adoptsd in-o £dur } v.tre Wf(y$ £'< csuviptn'e t* Atari cir», 


great parents of 
I have omitted 







appendix, 

Sixth Article —The tribute heretofore paid to Sindia by the states of Jondp®or 
of which a separate schedule is affixed, shall bo paid m perpetuity to the British 
Go-.a rmnent : and tho engagement of tho suite of Joudpoor witu Smdia respe. ing 

tr ''As tho Maharaja declares that bcsitlog the tribute paid to Siudia 
W the stat^f Jou pw, tribute ha, n t been paid to any other state and engages 
to » ftv* the aforesaid tribute to the thiliah Government; if oithor Sindujkor any n- 
else lav claim t > tribute, the British G . - eminent encages to reply to such cJaim^ 

Ri-jhth ArCr.Ie .- The -tare of Joudpoor shall furnish fifteen hundred{£ e 
aervi^n of the B Irish Government whenever required ; and vi hen neoe_ 7 
whole of tho Joudpoor force, shall join the British army, expecting,-*™ a P 0rtlon aa 
m8 y be requisite for the internal administration of the country — romftin nW . t0 
" Ninth Mick.-' The Maharaja Mid his heirs a ^ d j^^ovornment shall nob be 
rulers of their country, and the jurisdiction of the Bntisi 

inl^ttnood into that principulity. been conoludcd nt Di'hee, and 

T.mlh Article.— This treaty of ten att.oles Hat c. , Bya . aiohen Ram and 

siuae i and waled bv Mr. 01m -hr rhe0 PH'!“° &mo b hig Excellency the Governor 
Bva- Ijbhee Iia'H ; tho i-at'flcuti-ms j Iaut) SinC Bahadtnr and Jugraj Malm raj 

.. . b >’ , Ra ' Ra,0 h nVe r '“^*'gO li W!‘hln six weeks from this date. * 

Chatter Sing Bnhadoor. shall Be oj B - Itb <Jay of January. A. D. 1315. 

Done at Dime* /T S) C T METG VLFE, Resident. 

' 1 * bya’s btshen ram. 

(L. S.) BYAS UBHEE RAM. 

No. III. 

Treaty with the Raja of Jessulmer. -Rowul 

TREATY between the Honourable English East-India 

Aloolraj Buh idoor. Raja -f Jessnlu,-r. concluded on the par of tne MO ^ 

Company by Mr. Charles Theophiius Metcalfe, in virtue of fu T ^ overuor 

by hia Excellency ilie Most Nobh; tho Marquees of Hfi. 1 , JjO r>, , v *\l Mo.draj 
Gone al, c':c., anti on the part of tho Maha Raja Id hraj ± ,V , powers 

Btihadoor by Misr Motee Ram aud Thakoor Dowlet Sing, accord ng l 

conferred by Maha Rawnl. ftl]5jinre aD d unity of inter- 

Pirst Article .— Thor* shall bo perpetual friendshiu, aiHance, ^ Bnhadoor, 
e c ts between th. Honourable English Ooiupany and Iaha 

tho Raja of Jc?3ulnv?r,»nd hia heirs and Fuscessors. , Bucce0( £ to the 

Second Articled The posterity of Maha Rawnl Moolraj shall eucceoa 

principality of Jessujmqr . Erected towards tho ovor- 

Tlurd Article .—In tho event of any tenons mva ton . c . nitncW occur- 
throw of the principality of Joasulmer, or other d- S T >wer for too protec- 

ring to that principality, the British Government to 

tioii of the principality, provided that tho cause of the quarrel be not, asen a 

the R*ia of Jessulmer, „ , . . . , will always act 

Fourth Article .—Tho Mnha Ra ul and his h it ^ » . 1 _ submission to its 

In subordinate co-operation with the British Government, and with submi 

hv Mr. Chur!- ? Theophiius MeU* fe an. Mtsi. Mot. srnor Genov*! 

(h,, mifieaHohsof tho same by hi* f « e, ‘ e "°f gl^oor shtdl be exchanged in B* 
au a ji'she '• sja Dihrnj M*h* Bswnl, Moolro, BnhMoor, so 

- frora tb 'g£2& t this twelfth day Of H-ember A D. 

a.) o t. METCAtya. SV sing. 

__ <L ' ^ (Sifted) C T M. 

No. IV. 


(L. 


norJIonerfll 

Raj Rajindur 
fu ; p-j". c'T. given 

Vi st Asf,.U-.—Th 
betwoutt the 
(Uiccctviors, and tl, 
of both pi 


L'ifc.-sz^a^s -'& si " s *—• „ 

‘.t im*. «am'K,"05'";.r 

ftsaaa^^w^' 4 ' - ’ 


Ml Nisr/fy 
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APPENDIX- VUI 

Sstond Arlielt. —The British Government engages to ‘pwfcecfc tho teriitcry of Jj. 
poor, aud to expel the enemies of that prim ipalhy. 

'/bird Article, — Maharaja Sawn.ee Singh, and his heirs and successor?, will act in 
subordinate co-operation with the British Government, and acknowledge ilB supre¬ 
macy ; and will not have any cjnneciion #vit.h other chiefs and stale?. 

Fourth Article. —The Maharaja, and. his heirs and successors, will not enter l tto 
negotiation with any chief or state, without the knowledge and sanction ol the 
British Government ; but tho usual amicable correspondence with friends and rela* 
tions shall continue. 

Fifth Article.—' The Maharaja and his lieira and successors will not commit ag- 
graesBions on any one. If it happen that any dispute arise with any one. it «h vll bo 
submitted to the arbitration aud award of the British Government. 

Sixth Article. —Tribute shall be paid in perpetuity by the principality of Jypoor 
to tho British Government, through the treasury of Dalhee, according to the foil »w. 
ing detail: . . 

First year, from the date of this treaty, in consideration of tho devastation which 
has prevailed for years iu the Jypoor country, tribute excused : 

Second year . Tour lakhs of rupees. 

Third year . Fivo lakhs. 

Fourth year . Six lakhs, 

Fifth year . Seven lakhs. 

Sixth year .. Eight lakhs. 

Afterwards eight lakhs of Dilhee rupees annually, until the revenues of the princi¬ 
pality exceed forty lakhs. 

And when the Rajah’s revenue exooed forty lakhs, iivo-sixteenths of the oxceBfl 
shall bo paid in addition to the eight lakhs above mentioned. 

Seventh article. —The principality of Jypoor shall furnish troops according to its 
means, at the requisition of the British Government. 

Eighth Article.-- The Mahara ja and his heirs and successors elm 11 remaiu absolute rclere 
of their country, and their dependents, according to long-established usage; and the 
Briti h civil and criminal jurisdiction shall not bo introduced into that principality. 

Ninth Article .—Provided that tho Maharaja evince a faithfu ! attachment to the 
British Government, his prosperity and advantage shall bo favourably consider* ' 
and attended lo. 

Tenth Article.— 1 This treaty often article having been concluded, and signed 
and sealed by Mr. Charles Theophilus Met alfe, and Thakoor Rawul ByreeSan 1 Nutta- 
w t, the ratifications of the sumo, by his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor- 
General and R a j Rajondur Srce Mnharaj B hi raj Siwaee Jugjut Sing Bnhadoor, shall 
he mutually exchanged within cne month front the piesent date. 

Bone at JDilhoe this second day of April, A.D. 1818. 

(St>rd) (L. S ) O. T. METCALFE, 
Resident, 

(L. & ) TAUKOOR RAWUL BYREE SAUL NATTAWUi* 

No. V. 

No. Y. being a large paper is omitted. 

_ No. VI. 

TREATi between the Honourable the English East-India Company on thoono part, 
and Maha Ra > Omed Sing Bubadoor, the Raja of Kota, and hi3 heirs ami succes¬ 
sors, through Raj R inaZalin; Sing Buhadoor, tho admin'Strator ot th. atfairs of 
that principality ; ou tho other concluded on the part of the Honourable English 



« v' Raja Sheodan Sing, Sail .Tc-wttH Ram, and Lata Hoolchund, in v>t e of full 
•v. ers gianted by the Maha Rao aforesaid, and his adminiatralor, tho auovc. 


menfclomjd Raj liana. 
l^irst Article. —There shall bo perpetual friendship, allmuco and unity of intoree 
between the British Government on the one haud, and Maha. Ra 1 Otnou Si: g Bubtv 
door an his hoi - and successors, on the other. 

v. econd Article. —The friends and euemie? of either of the contract. :ug pet ties sue*, 
be tho same to both. 

Third Article. —The British Government engager to tako under its pYotootiou the 
principality and territory of Kota. 

Fourth Article . —The Maha Rao mid his heirs and buo essors, will ahvays act in 
itibordinate co-operation with the British Government, and*a knoV. lodge i' ’ aupi' 
macy, and will not. henceforth have any connection with tho ohiMa an 1 atatai w 
which tho state of Kota has been Heretofore oouitocfced. 

i»aEiS , 







Niwisr^ 
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Fifth Article. —Tho Mcha R*!o, and his heirs and successors, will not enter in ^ 
negut.ia': jus whh any cnief or Btate without tho fumotijn of tho British Govnriv 
But nis customary amicable correspondenea with friends and relations shall 
coat’nue. 

Article. —Tho Malia Rao and his heirs and successo-s, will not commit ag- 
• gre.*dims on any one ; and it auy dispute accidentally arise with any one, proceeding 
cither lroiiLncts of the M tha Jt io, or acts of the other party, the adjustment of such 
disputes shall bo submitted to the arbitration of the British Government. 

Seventh, A tide. — 1 The tribute heretofore i aid by the principality of Kota to tho 
Marhatta chiefs, for instance, the Peshwa, Sindit ; Holkar, and Powar, shall ho paid 
at Diihue to the British Government forever, according to tho separate Schedule 

annexed. 

Eighth Article. —No other power shall have any claim to tribute from the princi¬ 
pality • Kitaj and if any one advance such claim, the British Government engages 
to reply to it. 

Ninth Article. —The tr >ops of the principality of Kota according to its moans, 
•hall bo furnished at tho i^uiaition of the British Government. 

Tenth Article, —The Maba Rao, and his heirs and successors, shall remain absolute 
rulers f their country, aud the civil and criminal jurisdiction of the British Govern- 
nicnt shall not be introduced into that principality. 

Eleventh Article. —This treaty of eleven Articles having been concluded fttDilhae, 
and signed aad 8 f 3 aled by Mr. Charles Theopbilus Metcalfe on the one part, and 
Mnha Raja SI" "dan Sim:, Sah Jeewun Rim, and Lali lloolchund on tho other, the 
raiificnti- as of the same by his E\cel ency tb. Most Noble the Governor-General, and 
Mg ha Rao Omod Sing, and his administrator Raj Rang Zalim Sing, shall bo e^han- 
god within a montn from this date. 

Dune at Dilhoo the 26th day of December, A. D. 1817. . „ 

(Signed) C. T. METCAFE. 

__ Resident* 

TR KATIES between the Honourable English Easfc-Iadia Company and the .’/tahaRow 
Kaja Bishen Sing Bahadoor, R ja of Boondee, concluded by Captain James iodon 
tb ’ part oi the Honourable C jmpauy. in virtue of full powers from h;s Excellency 
tho Most No de the Marques of Hastings K. G , Governor General, &o* fee. , and y 
Bob ora To la ram on the part of the Raja, in virtue of full powers from the said Haja. 
First Article. —There shall be perpetual friendship; alliance, and unity ef inter- 
CB f S ;> 0 t-,vo< n the British Government on the one hau l, and the R^vjft of Boondee an 
hm heirs end .mccesaorrs on the other. . . 

Second Article. — The British Government takes under its protection tne domi¬ 
nions of tin* Raja of Boondee. , 

Third Article. —The Raja of Boondeo acknowledges the sup r emacy of am. 
oc q .. ra t.c with, the Biirian Government for ever, lie will not commit aggressions 
t . any IjU0 . He will not enter into negotiation with any one without the consent ot 
the British Government. If bv chance any dispute arise with any one, it bnall bo 
BulwiUe.1 to tho arbitration and award of tha Britsh Govern nient. The Rsja M 
solute ruler of his dominions, and the British jurisdiction shall not be mtroducod 

.herein. A rtiefe.—The British Government spontaneously remits to the Rija eud 

pendants the tribute which the Baja use i to pay to Maharaja Holk^,^ 
ceded by the MunaraJa Golkar to tho British G jvernment, the »;*»■»» 


§L 


l 

whi 


h.,-h has be fl r. ceded by tiie i\L:i:«arajc uomur no vac ~ * . r Ar& 

»ve rain one also relinquishes in fa vour of tho states of Boondee tho Iftndai > here^fo 
Id by Ala h> raj a iijlkar within tho limits of that state, according to the annexed 

The Rai l of Boondee hereby endfccu: to pr.y to the Brit- 
il revenue heretofore pai i to Mainfrftja Sindia, accoratn . 


hold by J 

Qthidnlo fNj. i) 

Fifth Article .— 1 The 
Ment the tribute and 

* Che Sir«. , : < Artide.—The Baja of B'.onile* shall furnish troops at the requisition of the 

- r 

f r s 

rr, Maha Bow Kaja, o£ Boondee, shall lie exchanged within one montn 

I>r#F jv^ l e ar^Boond e, this k^ug^wdec^^th-i 

r^rih of Rubbee-ool-Sanee jm, and hrth day ot waog 

of Bikr»norjo®t» 1374* 

oii kk 
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